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CHRONIC  CYSTITIS. 


BY 


DUNCAN  EVE,  V.  D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN., 

Professor  oj  Surgery  and  Qiniocd  Surgery  in  the  Medical  De* 
pariment  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


Id  presenting  the  above  subject  to  the  readers  of  the  Pbacti- 
TIONER,  I  would  say  that  I  am  not  notably  affected  with  the  oaccs- 
thes  seribendi,  or  that  I  possess  any  unusual  information  regarding 
it|  but  I  desire  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  profession  to 
some  points  which  I  deem  not  sufficient!/  emphasized  in  many 
of  the  systematic  works  on  surgery,  available  probably  to  most 
practitioners. 

Cystitis  presents  itself  for  consideration  in  two  prominent 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2  OBIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS.— EVE. 

forms — the  acute  and  chronic.     We  propose  to  examine  the  lat- 
ter only,  referring  incidentally  to  the  former. 

Chronic  cystitis  is  a  disease  or  condition  of  insidious  invasion; 
the  patient  often  not  being  able  to  recall  any  of  the  usual  assign- 
able causes  which  might  have  given  it  origin,  and  it  may  be  regar- 
ded always  as  a  secondary  condition  requiring  oflen  the  most 
astute  diagnostic  powers  to  ferret  out.  The  disease  is  always  the 
result  of  local  irritation  from  some  one  of  the  following  causes: 
Retention  of  nrine,  vesical  calculi,  tumors  of  the  bladder  or  ure- 
thra, enlargement  oi  the  prostate  gland,  notably  following  gonor- 
rhoea, paralysis  of  the  bladder  from  over  distention,  the  organ 
in  this  case  being  irritated  by  the  retained  and  decomposing 
urine.  Injuries  to  the  spinal  cord  and  organic  diseases  of  the 
kidney  are  sometimes  most  potent  factors,  by  causing  perverted 
secretion  and  changes  in  the  cliemical  constitution  of  the  urine. 
Other  causes  may  be  noted,  as  the  prolonged  and  injudicious  use 
of  stimulating  diuretics,  excesses  in  drinking  or  diet,  excessive 
venereal  indulgence,  neuralgia  and  rheumatism,  the  retro-cession 
of  gout,  repression  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  the  extension  of  dis- 
eases from  contiguous  structures,  e.  g.,  the  rectum,  anus,  uterus 
or  vagina,  congenital  or  traumatic  smallness  of  the  external 
meatus,  injuries  of  various  kinds,  particularly  resulting  from 
parturition.  Persons  having  prolonged  malarial  attacks  are  very 
prone  to  its  invasion. 

The  above  may  be  noted  as  some  of  the  principal  causes  of 
chronic  cystitis,  the  disease  rarely  in  my  experience  following  as 
a  sequence  of  the  acute  form,  which  is  much  less  frequent  than 
the  chronic. 

Of  all  the  above  causes,  I  desire  to  call  the  especial  attention 
of  the  profession  to  the  fact,  that  in  my  experience,  strictures  of 
the  urethra  and  prostatic  enlargements,  resulting  from  gonor- 
rhoeal  attacks,  are  by  far  the  most  prolific  factors  in  the  causa- 
tion of  ohronio  cystitis.  My  experience  extending  over  many 
years,  and  quite  a  number  of  cases  confirm  me  in  this  opinion. 
Early  in  prac:ice  my  attention  was  called  to  this  fact,  and 
sinoe  I  have  investigated  it  with  more  than  ordinary  care,  and 
when  I  have  called  the  attention  of  other  surgeons  to  the  fact,  I 
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find  that  their  experiences  have  almost  invariably  corroborated 
my  own  observations.  Now,  just  why  this  is  so,  I  cannot  tell, 
and  simply  desire,  as  stated  above,  to  earnestly  call  the  attention 
of  the  profession  to  it,  hoping  that  some  investigation  may  throw 
some  light  upon  the  subject. 

Symptoms. — This  disease,  as  we  have  remarked,  usually  mani- 
fests itself  after  an  insidious  beginning,  but  when  finally  estab- 
lished, manifests  itself  by  pains  of  a  dull  character  in  the  region 
of  the  afiected  organ,  the  secretion  and  discharge  of  the  charac- 
teristic ropy  mucous,  mixed  with  pus  and  streaked  with  blood, 
and  more  or  less  tenesmus,  consequent  upon  the  act  of  micturi- 
tion. The  inflammation  of  chronic  cystitis  is  of  the  sub-acute 
variety,  and  is  the  immediate  cause  of  the  sometimes  inordinate 
secretion  of  mucous.  The  amount  of  mucous  secreted  varies- 
very  much,  and  depends  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  the  pa- 
tient's peculiar  constitutional  idiosyncrasies.  In  the  early  stages 
of  the  disease  the  quantity  may  be  very  small,  and  afterward  be- 
come enormous,  and  adheres  after  standing  to  the  vessel  contain- 
ing it.  Inability  to  retain  the  urine  for  any  considerable  time, 
is  a  constant  symptom,  and  its  uncontrolable  passage  is  quite 
frequent.  The  act  of  micturition  is  generally  attended  with 
much  tenesmus  and  pain  above  the  pubis  and  in  the  perineum,  the 
penis,  the  region  of  the  sacrum  and  groin.  During  the  act  of 
passing  the  urine  much  blood  is  sometimes  mixed  with  it,  due  to 
the  breaking  down  of  the  softened  vesical  blood  vessels.  The 
character  of  the  urine  varies  much  iu  different  cases.  When 
dependent  upon  a  gonorrhcjeal  origin  it  is  cloudy  from  admixture 
with  pus,  and  the  same  is  also  the  condition  in  advanced  cases 
where  the  tendency  is  to  purulent  degeneration.  The  urine  is 
usually  alkaline  or  ammoniacal  in  advanced  cases,  but  in  recent 
and  sub-acute,  acid.  Blood  is  passed  from  the  bladder  b  .th  in 
clots,  and  dissolved  in  the  urine,  sometimes  rendering  it  exceed- 
higly  dark  in  color. 

The  inflammation  attending  chronic  cystitis,  sometimes  arises 
from  sub-acute  to  grave,  resulting  from  violent  vesical  distress, 
or  it  may  be  sometimes  from  .  mal-treatment.  The  seat  of  this 
inflammation  is  in  the  mucous  membrane,  which  becomes  rough 
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and  thickened,  covered  with  flakes  of  lymph  and  often  phos- 
phatic  secretions.  The  walls  of  the  bladder  becomes  greatly 
thickened  and  hypertrophied.  Should  the  obstraction  to  the 
passage  of  urine  have  been  of  long  duration,  we  have  dilatation 
of  the  walls  of  the  bladder  as  a  consequence.  Saccular  dilatations 
of  the  mucous  membrane  being  pressed  out  like  a  hernia  through 
the  fibrous  bands  of  muscular  tissue  forming  the  body  of 
the  organ.  These  sacculi  may  be  multiple,  are  single,  small,  or 
as  sometimes  occurs  as  large  as  the  bladder  itself,  forming  some- 
times snug  quarters  for  phosphatic  and  other  calculi  which  are 
thus  encysted.  These  sacculated  pouches  always  contain  urine, 
and  these  adventitions  sacs  may  be  said  to  be  quite  a  frequent 
accompaniment  of  chronic  cystitis.  The  sacs  sometim**s  be- 
come 80  large  as  to  seriously  displace  the  abdominal  viscera. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  the  mucous  membrane  may 
not  present  any  marked  pathological  changes  sufficient  to  indi- 
cate  the  grave  lesions  of  structure  which  subsequently  occur.  In 
the  beginning  the  other  lesions  of  the  organ  may  apparently  be 
latent,  but  one  by  one  they  become  involved  and  degenerated, 
until  almost  any  course  of  treatment  oflFers  exceedingly  proble- 
matical chances  for  final  restoration  to  health.  The  muscular 
tissue  of  the  organ  often  become  hypertrophied  to  an  eilormous 
extent,  exhibiting  a  peculiar  reticulated  appearance,  occasionally 
even  forming  bar-like  ridges  oflFering  obstruction  to  remedial 
manipulations.  This  condition  once  established  becomes  easily 
aggravated  by  the  slightest  causes.  The  mucous  membrane  be- 
comes softened  and  finally  breaks  down,  ulcerations  may  become 
plentiful,  pouring  out  pus  in  connection  with  blood,  and  viscid 
mucous,  when  the  condition  of  the  patient  is  truly  deplorable. 
This  pathological  condition  may  extend  to  and  involve  contigu- 
ous organs,  the  ureters,  kidneys,  and  prostate  gland  may  become 
involved,  pouring  out  their  quota  of  ropy  mucous,  blood  and  pus, 
until  the  condition  of  the  patient  becomes  almost  unbearable, 
and  unless  he  has  a  good  constitution,  and  the  most  judiciouSi 
and  possibly  heroic  treatment  bo  instituted,  he  succumbs  and 
death  closes  the  scene. 

The  progmais  in  this  affection  varies  with  many  oircumstanoesi 
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§Uch  as  the  age,  general  health  and  idiosyncrasies  of  the  patient. 
The  duration  of  the  attacks  and  a  consideration  of  the  lesions  of 
the  organ  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration.  We  must  also 
enquire  as  to  whether  contiguous  organs  are  in vclved,  and  the 
extent  of  such  involvement.  The  general  constitutional  resist- 
ance of  the  patient,  the  extent  to  which  the  nervous  system  has 
become  impaired,  are  all  pertinent  considerations  in  the  begin- 
ning stages  of  this  disorder,  and  where  proper  treatment  is  insti- 
tuted, there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  cure  can  be  easily 
effected.  Doubtless  many  incipient  cases  drain  and  cure  them- 
selves, where  the  obstructions  are  not  too  great.  But  if  the  dis- 
ease has  been  allowed  to  advance  until  the  organic  structure  of 
the  bladder  is  almost  destroyed,  adjacent  organs  involved,  the 
patient,  aged  perhaps,  and  enfeebled  by  years  of  suffering,  every 
avenue  of  escape  for  the  laboring  organ  almost  closed,  then,  in- 
deed, would  our  prognosis  be  exceedingly  unfavorable. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  affection  the  main  point  for  us  first  to 
consider  is,  that  it  is  a  secondary  lesion,  and  any  mode  of  treat- 
ment not  based  upon  this  consideration,  would  certainly  fail  of 
success.  Therefore,  a  careful  examination  should  be  instituted 
with  this  view.  Should  we  find  calculus,  strictt.re,  hypertrophy 
of  the  prostate  or  disease  of  adjacent  organs  to  exist,  it  would  be 
more  than  iolly  to  expect  any  decided  relief  to  the  secondary,  be- 
fore the  primary  lesion  had  been  removed. 

Many  plans  ot  treatment  have  been  suggested,  among  these 
may  be  noted  antiphlogistics,  sedatives,  diuretics,  counter  irrita- 
tion by  blisters  and  issues,  remedies  administered  particularly 
with  a  view  of  changing  the  chemical  constitution  of  the  urine, 
warm  fomenta  ions  to  the  parts,  etc.  Some,  or  all  of  these  are  to  be 
employed,  preliminary  to  means  addressed  to  the  bladder  itself, 
with  a  view  of  relieving  the  condition.  The  means  employed 
for  this  purpose  have  been  irrigation,  cauterization,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  vafious  astringent  injections.  AH  the  means  thus 
employed  are  eminently  proper,  and  could  not  fail  of  effecting 
relief,  possibly  cures,  but  in  consulting  authors  the  practitioner 
becomes  perfectly  bewildered  by  the  great  variety  of  drugs  selec- 
ted for  this  purpose.     Materia   medica   has   been  ransacked  to 
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find  the  great  remedy.  Scarcely  a  diuretic  in  the  whole  list  but 
has  had  some  champion  to  laud  its  praises.  Some  authors  have 
claimed  a  specific  action  upon  this  disease,  for  copaiba,  sandal 
wood,  pareira  brava,  and  triticuro  repens  or  dog  grass.  Recently 
the  fl.  extracts  of  corn-silk  and  broom-corn  see<l  have  had  quite 
a  notoriety.  These  remedies,  however,  are  but  little  more  eflTec- 
tive  than  their  sister  diuretics.  Can  only  be  palliative,  per- 
forming a  great  work,  it  is  true,  but  falling  far  short  of  curing 
the  laboring  organ. 

We  desire  now  to  make  a  few  simple  and  practical  suggestions 
in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  this  troublesome  affection,  not 
ignoring  the  various  remedies  above  suggested  by  our  friends, 
the  authors,  but  gladly  welcoming  many  of  them  as  highly  valu- 
able adjuncts  in  our  treatment.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that  ob- 
struction to  a  free  flow  of  urine  is,  in  nearly  every  case,  the  cause 
of  chronic  cystitis;  therefore,  I  insist  that  our  first  object  should 
be  to  determine  definitely  what  that  obstruction  is ;  and,  second- 
ly, so  soon  as  our  patient  is  in  proper  condition,  then  to  endeavor 
to  remove  it  and  establish  perfect  drainage  preparatory  to  further 
action. 

I  have  said  that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  coming  under 
my  observation  and  treatment,  stricture,  particularly  gonorrhoeal, 
has  constituted  the  primal  lesion.  Now,  how  can  that  stricture 
be  best  removed  ?  Assuming  that  my  patient  has  received  pro- 
per preparatory  treatment,  I  answer  unhesitatingly,  dilatation, 
divulsion  or  electricity,  and  not  the  knife. 

Galvanism  is  certainly  working  a  great  revolution  in  the  treat- 
ment of  strictures.  In  an  admirable  paper  read  by  my  colleague, 
Prof.  W.  F.  Glenn,  M.  D.,  before  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  So- 
ciety, 1882,  much  valuable  information  may  be  obtained  in  regard 
to  this  subject,  and  the  method  of  operating  described  by  him  is 
now  the  one  generally  adopted  by  those  practitioners  availing 
themselves  of  this  valuable  agent. 

In  making  an  application  of  electricity,  probably  the  insulated 
bulb  bougies  of  Otis  are  preferable,  sized  by  the  French  scale, 
or  millimetres.  In  those  instruments  the  insulation  is  complete, 
except  the  bulb.     When  operating,  the  location  and  size  of  the 
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strictare  should  be  definitely  determined.  This  having  been 
done,  a  bougie  a  size  larger  should  be  selected,  and  the  patient 
having  the  positive  connected  with  a  pad  beneath  the  hips,  the 
bougie  should  be  attached  to  the  negative,  and  having  been  intro- 
duced, gradually  pressed  upon  the  stricture.  In  a  few  minutes 
it  will  pass  through,  when  a  larger  size  should  be  selected  and 
the  operation  repeated.  Intervals  of  about  a  week  may  be  sug- 
gested for  sittings. 

The  strength  of  the  current  must  never  be  too  strong,  simply 
sufficient  to  produce  a  tingling  or  burning  sensation.  After  the 
stricture  has  l>een  dissolved,  common  curved  bougies  should  be 
introduced.  Subsequently,  to  insure  a  cure,  the  current  used 
must  always  be  the  galvanic  or  continuous  current,  never  the  in- 
terrupted or  Faradic.  The  applications  should  be  at  least  a  week 
apart. 

My  father,  the  late  Prof.  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  first  suggested 
the  perineal  section  for  the  relief  of  chronic  cystitis.  He  prac- 
ticed the  plan  with  marked  success,  and  I  may  say  that  I  have 
followed  in  his  footsteps  with  equally  gratifying  results.  The 
operation  proposed  by  my  father,  was  the  usual  bi-lateral  opera- 
tion as  if  performed  for  lithotomy.  I  have  pertormed  the  opera- 
tion frequently,  in  cases  when  I  could  not  secure  proper  drainage, 
with  the  most  gratifying  results.  The  operation  having  been 
performed  and  pur  patient  quieted,  the  bladder  should  be  washed 
out  by  warm  water,  to  which  listerine  has  been  added,  a  weak 
solution  of  carbolic  acid,  or  bi-borate  of  soda.  Afler  stric- 
ture has  been  relieved  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  injec- 
tions of  nit.  arg.  in  the  bladder,  commencing  with  a  five  grain 
solution  to  the  ounce  of  distilled  water,  increasing  strength, 
until  I  was  satisfied  that  the  perineal  section  was  imperative. 
The  strength  of  this  solution  may  be  increased  to  40  and  even  to 
60  grains  to  the  ounce,  the  patient  taking  a  warm  hip  bath  im- 
mediately afterwards.  These  injections  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
continuing  even  after  the  performance  of  the  perineal  section, 
should  the\  seem  to  be  indicated.  Illustrative  of  this  treatment, 
I  will  report  a  case  operated  upon  by  myself  last  October,  at 
my  infirmary.     Mr.  J.  B.,  set.  50,  applied  to  me  for  the  relief 
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of  a  oaae  of  chronic  cystitis  of  several  years  standing,  consequent 
upon  gonorrhoea!  stricture.  Upon  examination  I  detected  the 
stricture  about  one  inch  anterior  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  per- 
mitting very  slight  drainage.  The  contents  of  the  bladder  came 
away  in  drops  with  great  tenesmus,  and  was  muco-sanguino- 
purulent  in  character.  I  ancertained  that  the  mucus  membrane 
of  the  bladder  was  much  ulcerated  and  its  walls  immensely  thick- 
ened. The  condition  of  my  patient  was  exceedingly  unfavorable, 
ausemic  and  very  nervous,  requiring  preparatory  treatment.  I 
immediately  placed  him  upon  a  tonic  coarse  of  medicine,  supple- 
mented by  a  nourishing  diet,  and  soon  had  him  in  a  condition  to 
attempt  perinea!  t»ection,  having  previously  relieved  the  stric- 
ture. During  my  preparatory  treatment  I  used  nit.  arg.  injec- 
tion to  the  extent  of  a  20-grain  solution,  repeated  at  intervals  of 
two  or  three  days,  followed  by  antiseptic  irrigation.  October  15th, 
I  performed  the  usual  bi-lateral  operation  with  the  double  litho- 
tome  cache,  after  which  the  bladder  was  thoroughly  washed  out 
with  tepid  water  daily,  to  which  was  added  listerine  and  the 
bi-borate  of  soda.  A  20  grain  solution  of  arg.  nit.  was  used 
every  four  days,  followed  by  antiseptic  injections  and  the  warm 
hip  bath.  A  common  female  catheter  was  kept  in  situ  during 
his  treatment  to  prevent  the  closure  of  the  wound.  At  the  end 
of  six  weeks  he  was  dismissed.  In  a  letter  received  from  him 
two  months  afterward,  he  reported  himself  as  entirely  well.  In 
case  of  stone,  of  course  the  only  treatment  open  to  the  practi- 
tioner would  be  perineal  section. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  desire  to  impress  upon  practitioners 
the  drainage  plan  of  treatment  as  suggested  my  father,  Dr.  Paul 
F.  Eve,  for  inveterate  cases,  as  offering  much  the  best  avenue  of 
escape  from  death  by  the  unfortunate  patient. 
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CATARRHAL  MUCOUS  MEMBRANE  * 


BY 
P.  W.  LOQAN^  M.  J>.,  KNOXVILLfi,  TENN. 


OenUemen  and  Fellows  of  the  American  Rhinological  AsBocia- 
tionz — Catarrhal  Mucous  Membrane  of  the  upper  air  passages, 
being  a  subject  too  lightly  considered  by  many  medical  men,  is 
one  to  ¥irhich  we  shall  briefly  direct  our  attention.  Catarrhal 
trouble  prevails  to  a  greater  extent,  and  is  of  more  frequent  occur- 
rence, than  any  disease  or  class  of  diseases  to  which  human  flesh 
is  heir.  The  profession  generally  pays  less  attention  to  this  ail- 
ment, its  symptoms,  etiology,  reflex  phenomena  and  treatment, 
than  any  other  disease  to  which  we  are  liable.  Throat  special- 
ists, as  a  rule,  resort  to  measures  too  harsh  and  irritating  in  the 
treatment  of  Catarrhal  Mucous  Membrane.  Treatment  should 
be  repeated  at  proper  intervals,  and  continued  until  all  active 
symptoms  are  relieved.  Usually  improvement  will  continue 
after  treatment  has  been  discontinued,  but  in  many  cases  a  few 
treatments,  each  fall  and  spring,  will  be  necessary  until  the  dis- 
eased structures  are  made  to  ''grow  well.''  Dr.  T.  F.  Rumbold, 
I  believe,  is  the  only  author  (if  my  memory  serves  me),  who  ad- 
vises this  course.  As  a  rule>  chronic  diseases  require  chronic 
treatment.  It  is  certainly  the  case  in  chronic  catarrhal  mucous 
membrane.  The  original  seat  of  catarrhal  conditions  is  oflen 
overlooked.  We  should  realize  the  fhct,  that  the  nose  was  made 
to  breathe  through,  that  it  is  an  important  part  of  man,  and  more 
liable  to  disease  than  any  other  portion  of  the  respiratory  tract. 
We  naturally  breathe  through  the  nose,  the  mouth  being  closed! 
This  necessarily  exposes  its  mucous  membrane  to  some  of  the 
exciting  causes  of  catarrhal  inflammation;  for  instance,  a  change- 

*Read  before  the  American  Rhinological  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Octo- 
ber, 1884.    Chas.  A.  8.  Simi,  Secretary. 
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able,  chilly  atmosphere,  an  atmosphere  containing  dust  and  irri- 
tating gases/or  an  atmosphere  vitiated  and  impure.  The  func- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  being  to  moisten,  warm 
and  filter  the  air  before  it  enters  the  larynx,  necessarily  renders 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx  less  liable  to 
inflammation,  excited  by  the  causes  just  mentioned,  than  the 
schneiderian  membrane.  The  original  seat  of  catarrhal  inflam- 
mation of  the  upper  air  passages  is  the  schneiderian  membrane. 
Simple,  follicular  or  dry  pharyngitis,  laryngitis,  tubal  and  aural 
catarrh,  is  preceded  by,  and  is  due  to  a  coryza,  either  acute  or 
chronic.  Therefore,  in  treating- Catarrhal  Mucous  Membrane  of 
the  upper  air  passages,  we  must  recognize  the  fact,  that  a  tubal, 
aural,  pharyngeal,  or  laryngeal  catarrh,  does  not  exist,  without 
the  coexistence  of  nasal  catarrh  ;  consequently  it  is  necessary  to 
treat  the  nasal  disease  simultaneously. 

In  the  language  of  a  German  physician,  referred  to  by  Dr. 
Woakes,  of  London,  in  the  last  edition  of  his  Post  Nasal  Ca- 
tarrh, '4n  England  he  observed  that  doctors  did  not  interrogate 
the  nose." 

Mackenzie,  in  his  second  volume  of  Diseases  of  Nose,  Throat, 
etc.,  page  313,  foot  note,  quotes  from  Dr.  Bumbold's  work  on 
Hygiene  and  Treatment  of  Catarrh,  complications,  which  he  says 
are  "fortunately  not  met  with  in  this  country .''*  Is  it  possible 
that  the  renowned  Mackenzie  has  failed  to  ''interrogate  the 
noses."  In  one  instance,  I  feel  sure  that  he  failed  to  "interro- 
gate the  nose."  I  refer  to  the  case  of  an  M.  D.  and  preacher  of 
renown,  who  visited  me  at  my  office  in  Knoxville,  b.ing  accom- 
panied by  Dr.  Jno.  M.  Boyd  and  other  friends.  Dr.  Boyd  and 
myself  examined  him.  He  had  formerly  visited  London,  where 
he  was  treated  by  Dr.  Mackenzie  for  laryngeal  trouble,  the  brush 
having  been  used  "ad  finem."  Suffice  it  to  <iay,  that  this  patient 
had  chronic  naso*pharyngeal,  with  slight  laryngeal  catarrh.  On 
making  a  rhino-scopic  examination  of  his  case,  we  found  muco- 

•  Dr.  Bumbold's  patient,  mentioned  in  his  Hygiene,  etc  ,  and  referred  to  by 
Dr.  Mackenzie,  as  an  "  unfortunate  gentleman,  whose  nose  was  no  doubt  in  an 
exceptionally  morbid  state,"  experienced  the  sensation,  while  walking,  that  be 
was  sinking  into  the  pavement  up  to  his  knees."  Dr.  Mackenzie  adds:  "Such 
complications  of  catarrh,  however,  are  fortunately  not  met  with  in  this  country." 
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pus  hanging  from  the  turbinated  processes,  which  reminded  me 
of  stataotites  suspended  from  the  roof  of  a  cave.  On  asking 
whether  he  had  had  treatment  for  his  nasal  trouble,  he  replied, 
''That  no  one  had  ever  made  a  rhino^soopic  examination  of  his 
case/'  Is  this  not  positive  evidence  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Grerman's  statement,  (quoted  by  Dr.  Woakes,  of  London,)  with 
reference  to  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  English  physicians  to 
''interrogate  the  nose  ?"  I  do  not  like  to  be  personal  about  this 
matter,  but  the  doctor  must,  in  this  instance,  reap  as  he  has  sown. 
Aside  from  this,  it  involves  an  important  question  of  great  inter- 
est to  the  profession,  which  is,  failure  on  the  part  of  physicians 
to  "interrogate  the  nose." 

Americans  are  certainly  capable  of  making  successful  rhino- 
scopic  and  laryngo-scopic  examinations.  They  most  assuredly 
have  had  ample  material  from  which  they  could  record  their 
observations,  and  with  truthfulness,  notwithstanding  the  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  English  to  "interrogate  the  nose,''  or  observe 
symptoms  and  "complications,"  which  had  been  witnessed  in 
America.  The  pharynx  and  larynx  are  frequently  tortured  by 
the  mop  or  brush,  saturated  with  irritating  solutions  for  weeks 
and  months,  without  recognizing  the  coexistence  of  a  chronic 
catarrhal  condition  of  the  schneiderian  membrane. 

It  is  of  paramount  importance  in  all  cases  of  Catarrhal  Mucous 
Membrane  of  the  upper  air  passages,  to  examine  anterior  and 
pisterior  nares,  vaults  of  pharynx,  pharynx  and  larynx.  Re- 
flected laryngeal  irritation  or  inflammation,  is  relieved  by  treat- 
ment of  original  nasal  disease  and  larynx.  The  nose  is  too  often 
overlooked ;  in  the  language  of  our  German  confrere,  it  is  not  suf- 
ficiently "interrogated"  in  the  treatment  of  throat  and  ear  dis- 
eases. While  rheumatism  is  considered  by  some  a  cause  of  sore 
thrdat,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  generally  a  result  of  the  catarrhal 
condition  or  diathesis:  a  sequence  and  not  a  cause  of  catarrhal 
inflammation.  The  usual  cause  of  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the 
upper  air  passages,  is  "taking  cold."  Each  attack  of  cold  re- 
news and  incre-ses  the  catarrhal  condition,  until  the  patient 
complains  of  having  cold,  almost  continually  if  not  constantly. 
A  patient  in   this  condition  is  very  liable  to  muscular  rhenma- 
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tism,  from  the  iaot^  that  he  takes  cold  very  readily,  and  takinff 
oold  produces  rheumatidm.  As  the  catarrhal  habit  is  improved, 
the  rheumatic  manifestation  is  lessened, ''pari  passa/'  and  the 
power  of  resisting  deleterious  effects  of  changes  in  the  weather  is 
increased.  In  other  words,  as  the  catarrhal  diathesis  is  increased, 
the  rheumatic  trouble  is  increased.  As  the  catarrhal  habit  is  les- 
sened, the  occurrence  of  rheumatism  is  less  frequent.  There  is 
no  question  of  the  (act,  that  muscular-  rheumatism  is  a  frequent 
concomitant,  and  result  of  a  catarrhal  condition  of  the  upper  air 
passages.  An  established  catarrhal  habit  renders  the  subject 
liable  to  pharyngitis,  tonsillitis,  uvalitis  and  laryngitis.  Relieve 
the  catarrhal  condition,  and  yon  will  very  greatly  lessen  the  lia- 
bility to  a  recurrence  of  these  troubles.  A  laryngitis  should  not 
be  permitted  to  continue  until  serious  inroads  are  made  japon  the 
general  health,  and  a  dyscrasia  establiRbed.  Indeed,  feebleness 
of  constitution  should  be  promptly  met  by  the  enforcement  of 
hygienic  measures,  and  the  proper  local  and  constitutional  treat- 
ment. Catarrhal  patients,  as  a  rule,  require  a  tonic  and  sustain- 
ing course  of  treatment.  The  air  passing  over  diseased  surfaces 
thereby  becoming  contaminated,  tends  to  lessen  vital  power. 
The  looal  inflammation,  with  its  various  reflex  phenomena  and 
influences,  is  a  source  of  systemic  disturbance,  and  depressing  to 
vital  power.  Its  invasion  of  the  accessory  sinuses  and  its  close 
proximity  to  the  brain,  renders  it  possible  for  Catarrhal  Mucous 
Membrane  to  give  rise  to  a  vast  amount  of  trouble.  Not  only 
the  brain  may  beoome  involved,  but  the  senses  of  sight,  hearing, 
taste,  and  olfaction,  may  be  impaired  or  destroyed.  Why  should 
it  not  lessen  vital  power,  or  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Woakes,  pro- 
duce a  catarrhal  dyscrasia  ?  Is  it  not  ti  ue,  that  catarrhal  troubles 
of  the  upper  air  passages  are  much  more  common  and  of  more 
frequent  occurrence  now,  than  they  were  fifty  to  one  hundred 
yearsago?  Or  did  medical  men,  because  of  a  want  of  information 
with  reference  to  the  nature  of  these  troubles,  fail  to  recognize 
their  existence?  It  has  occurred  to  me,  that  our  present  habits 
of  life  tend  to  the  development  of  catarrhal  inflammation,  from 
the  fact,  that  they  are  more  enervating,  and  render  us  more  lia- 
ble to  take  cold.     We  live  more  in  doors  than  formerly,  having 
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oar  rooms  too  warm,  and  frequently  not  well  ventilated,  thereby 
breathing  a  heated  and  vitiated  atmosphere.  Whereas,  if  we 
were  more  out  6t  doors  in  the  open  air,  we  would  be  less  liable  to 
tjke  cold.  Again,  is  it  probable  that  our  climate  is  more  change- 
able  now  than  formerly,  or,  are  we  more  susceptible  to  the 
changes  in  the  weather  because  of  peculiar  telluric  influences? 
The  English  recognize  us  because  of  our  nasal  intonation.  Why 
is  a  nasal  intonation  peculiar  to  the  Americans  ?  Our  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  certainly  take  cold,  and  suffer 
from  catarrhal  troubles,  but  are  they  affected  to  the  same  extent  ? 
I  would  like  to  hear  from  our  President,  (Dr.  Rumbold),  who 
has  just  returned  from  Europe,  upon  this  subject.  Changeable 
weather  is  certainly  an  important  factor  in  the  production  of  ca« 
tarrbal  troubles.  Qood  vital  power  is  necessary,  in  order  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  resist  changes  in  the  weather  and  over- 
come disease.  The  use  of  tobacco  not  only  lessens  vital  power, 
but  weakens  and  congests  the  mucous  membrane,  thereby  render- 
ing it  much  more  susceptible  to  inflammatory  action  The  scrof- 
ulous habit  also  predisposes  us  to  the  inception  of  catarrhal  con- 
ditions. In  the  management  of  these  troubles,  this  diathesis 
should  be  counteracted.  We  must  look  after  the  general  condi- 
tion of  our  patient,  improve  his  general  health,  and  remove  all 
local  troubles  which  tend  to  aggiavate  the  catarrhal  condition  by 
reflex  irritation  or  otherwise. 

Not  a  little  has  been  said  about  climate  and  its  effects 
upon  catarrhal  subjects.  While  it  is  true,  that  patients 
are  benefited  by  a  change  of  climate,  they  are  frequently 
made  worse.  It  is  well  to  recollect  the  old  adage:  "What 
\9  one  man's  food  is  another's  poison.''  A  climate  that  will  suit 
one  will  prove  injurious  to  another,  but  wherever  persons  take 
cold,  there  Catarrhal  Mucous  Membrane  exists,  therefore,  if  we 
could  find  a  spot  where  persons  never  take  cold,  there  we  would 
find  comparatively  few  catarrhal  subjects.  We,  of  course,  recog- 
nize the  fact,  that  the  presence  of  growths  in  the  upper  air  pas- 
sages, and  decayed  teeth,  are  important  factors  in  exciting  and 
aggravating  catarrhal  inflammation.  The  smoke,  soot,  dust  and 
Titiated  atmosphere  of  the  large  cities,  with'  indoor  life,  and 
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sedentary  habits,  coupled  with  venereal  excesses,  and  other  ener- 
vating habits,  are  also  prolific  causes  of  catarrhal  inflammation 
of  the  upper  air  passages,  either  proximately  or  remotely.  Ca- 
tarrhal Mucous  Membrane  is  the  beginning  of  hay  fever,  June 
catarrh,  rose  catarrh,  or  peach  cold,  which  shpuld  be  treated  upon 
the  same  principles  as  an  ordinary  catarrh,  but  the  applications 
should  be  very  gentle.  See  Dr..  Rumbold'e  article  upon  this 
.  subject,  in  the  August  number,  1884,  8t.  Louts  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal.  Catarrhal  inflammation  may  give  rise  to  chorea,  epi- 
lepsy and  insanity.  It  may  affect  the  memory,  produce  forebo- 
dings, discontentment  and  dissatisfaction.  It  lessens  our  ability 
to  think  closely  and  continuously,  for  a  great  length  of  time.  In 
many  instances  where  the  throat  is  involved,  reading  aloud  will 
soon  cause  it  to  break  down. 

It  may  give  rise  to  neuralgic  and  rheumatic  pains  in  head  and 
face,  or  shoulders  and  arms.  Hypertrophy,  resulting  from  a 
catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  sometimes 
gives  rise  to  obstructed  nasal  respiration  and  mouth-breathing. 
Woakes  attribu!:es  buccal  respiration  entirely  to  post-nasal 
growths,  and  says  *^  where  it  obtains  to  any  great  extent,  the  ex- 
pression of  the  patient  is  markedly  altered  for  the  worse,  the 
open  mouth  and  pendulous  lower  lip  imparting  a  vacant,  almost 
stupefied  appearance  to  the  physiognomy."  It  is  a  condition 
unrecognized  by  many  physicians,  and  one  which  predisposes  a 
patient  to  pharyngitis,  laryngitis  and  lung  involvement,  from  the 
fact  that  the  air,  on  entering  the  larynx,  is  not  warm  and  moist, 
nor  is  it  depiived  of  dust  and  other  irritating  qualities.  Dr. 
Mackenzie -is  of  the  opinion  that  dust  is  the  most  common  cause 
of  post-nasal  catarrh,  and  does  not  attach  due  importance  to 
changeable  weather,  habits  of  life,  etc.  I  am  hure  that  smoke, 
soot,  dust  and  gases,  escaping  from  the  smoke-stack  of  a  railroad 
engine,  will  aggravate  catarrhal  inflammation  to  a  greater  extent 
and  more  quickly  than  any  other  foreign  matter  which  may  be 
brought  in  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  upper  re- 
spiratory tract,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  changeable  weather  is 
the  most  prolific  cav^e.  I  feel  confident  of  this  from  the 
&ct  that  patients  who  are  not  exposed  to  dust  are  apt  to  have 
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^^  aggravation  of  catarrhal  trouble  when  they  take  cold^  and  as 
their  catarrhal  condition  is  improved,  they  take  cold  less  fre- 
quently.    An  increased  catarrhal   condition   renders  a  patient 
more  liable  to  take  cold,  but  aft^r  the  local  inflammation  is  very 
much  subdued,  he  will  not  only  to  a  greater  degree  resist  changes 
in  the  weather,  but  he  will  also,  in  a  great  measure,  resist  the 
injurious  effects  of  dust  upon  the  mucous  membrane,  from  the 
tact  that  in  its  improved  condition  it  is  enabled  to  rid  itself  of 
both  mucous  and  the  dust  it  may  contain.     A  high  degree  of 
catarrhal  inflammation  is  attended  with  the  presence  of  a  tena- 
cious secretion  and  inability  on  the  part  of  the  mucous  membrane 
to  rid  itself  of  the  same;  improvement  is  evidenced  b^  diminished 
redness  of  the  mucous  membrane,  lessened  calibre  of  its  blood- 
vessels, diminished  and  improved  secretion,  and  increased  power 
on  the  part  of  the  mucous  membrane  to  rid  itselt  of  excessive 
accretion.     The  treatment  of  catarrhal  troubles  should  be  mild, 
soothing  and  unirritating,  vaseline  or  cosmoline  being  the  best 
remedy,  in  my  opinion,  that  can  be  applied.     It  is  soothing, 
cooling,  protective,  alterative,  unirritating  and  aniiphogistic  in 
the /i^a/ sense  of  the  term.     It  is  applicable  in  aU  cases.     Dr. 
Woakes,  under  the  head  of  treatment  of  atrophic  catarrh  of  the 
pharynx,  says:     ''For  some  time  past  I  have  found  an  oily  basis 
as  a  vehicle  for  other  remedies,  of  essential  service  in  relieving 
the  symptoms  just  referred  to.     In  selecting  such  an  oil,  stability 
of  composition  is  a  paramount  point;  as  a  tendency  to  rancidity, 
through    developing   fatty   acids    would    add    to   the   source  of 
irritation.     After  several  trials,  a  derivative  of  petroleum,  called 
adespine  oil,  furnished  me  by  Mr.  Bullock,  has  proved  eminently 
satisfactory.     It  readily  combines  with  certain  volatile  and  es- 
sential oils,  which  lend  themselves  to  the  therapeutics  of  the 
disease,  and  being  very  diff*usible,  finds  its  way  into  the  remotest 
crevices  of  the  region,  when  sprayed  through  the  nose  or  soft 
palate.     Combined  with  it,  I  use  the  oil  of  cubebs,  sandal-wood, 
eucalyptus  and  Scotch  pine,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  either 
of  the  preceding  to  100  of  adespine  oil.     From  half  a  drachm  to 
a  drachm  of  this  mixture,  warm,  is  applied,  by  means  of  a  spray 
apparatus,  twice  daily.     It  usually  produces  marked  relief  to  the 
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soreness  and  stiffness  of  the  part^  and  is  very  acceptable  to  the 
patient.''  In  this  Dr.  Woakes  is  certainly  correct.  If  he  will 
only  use  vaseline  alias  '^adespine  oil''  in  the  other  varieties  of 
Catarrhal  Mucous  Membrane,  he  will  testify  further  to  its 
efficacy.  I  would  like  to  know  the  difference  between  adespine 
oil  and  vaseline  or  cosmoline.  The  vaseline  idea  originated  with  ' 
Dr.  Thomas  F.  Burabold,  many  years  ago,  but  Dr.  Woakes  does 
not  allude  to  it — nor  does  Dr.  Robinson,  of  New  York,  who 
directs  vaseline  to  be  applied  at  nigjit  in  the  treatment  of  nasal 
catarrh.  "Render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are  C»sar's."  We 
can  combine  with  vaseline,  antiseptics,  the  essential  oils,  etc., 
which  when  made  warm,  can  be  sprayed  through  the  nose,  behind 
the  soft  palate,  upon  the  pharynx  and  into  larynx,  trachea  and 
bronchi.  It  is  better  to  warm  everything  which  is  applied  in 
the  form  of  spray  to  Catarrhal  Mucous  Membrane.  We  invari- 
ably warm  all  detergents,  as  cold  applications  are  unpleasant  and 
especially  injurious  to  the  nasal  mucous  membrane.  In  many 
cases  detergents  are  unnecessary,  from  the  fact  that  the  usual  ap- 
plication  of  vaseline,  combined  with  an  astringent  or  some  of  the 
essential  oils  heretofore  referred  to,  will  cleanse  sufficiently,  and 
at  the  same  time  medicate  the  affected  surface.  Do  no  more  in 
the  way  of  treatment  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  When  a 
patient  returns  after  having  received  a  treatment  with  a  new 
symptom,  or  an  aggravation  of  his  trouble,  generally  speaking, 
something  has  been  done  which  should  not  be  repeated.  In 
some  cases  of  naso-pharyngeal  with  laryngeal  catarrh,  it  is  better 
to  leave  off  the  astringent  when  spraying  vault  of  pharynx  and 
posterior  nares,  as  it  seems  to  aggravate  the  trouble.  The 
pharynx  and  larynx  bear  astringent  applications  better  than  the 
nasal  mucous  membrane.  This  fact  was  clearly  demonstrated  in 
the  case  of  W.  C,  a  lawyer,  who,  while  laboring  under  naso- 
pharyngeal and  laryngeal  catarrh,  which  had  been  greatly 
increased  by  recently-contracted  cold,  was  treated  by  a  medical 
friend  on  a  mixed  plan  as  follows,  to-wit :  Fluid  cosmoline 
containing  a  few  drops  of  compoimil  pinus  canadensis 'mixture 
was  applied  warm,  in  the  form  of  spray  to  vault  of  pharynx  and 
posterior  nares,  with  a  number  four  and  five  spray  producer,  and 
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to  the  lower  pharynx  with  a  number  one — the  epiglottis  being 
touched  with  the  brush  saturated  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver^  and  the  cosmoline  and  astringent  mixture  was  applied 
within  the  larynx  with  a  number  seven  spray  producer.  The 
nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  only  once,  the  other  remedies  being 
continued  for  two  weeks  without  relief,  but  on  the  other  hand 
the  patient  was  made  worse,  treatment  being  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  the  occurrence  of  glottic  spasm.  In  the  above-described 
condition  this  patient  was  brought  to  me  for  treatment  by  a 
medical  friend  who  was  compelled  to  go  South  because  of  ill 
health.  After  examining  the  patient,  I  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
cup  of  the  spray  producer  with  cosmoline,  adding  a  few  drops  of 
the  astringent  mixture,  whereupon  he  shook  his  head  and  re- 
marked, '^  that  he  had  had  as  much  of  that  for  the  past  two  weeks 
as  he  cared  to  have/'  I  insisted  that  he  should  submit  to  the 
treatment  and  he  did  so,  but  returned  next  morning  saying  that 
he  was  worse.  Being  satisfied  that  the  aggravation  of  his  condi- 
tion was  due  to  the  treatment,  I  modified  it  by  leaving  off  the 
compound  pinus  canadensis  mixture  in  spraying  vault  of 
pharynx,  posterior  nares,  but  used  said  mixture  with  cosmoline 
in  spraying  lower  pharynx  and  larynx.  The  patient  enjoyed 
this  treatment  and  returned  next  morning  in  an  improved  condi- 
tion. There  was  no  further  recurrence  of  glottic  spasm,  but  a 
continuance  of  uninterrupted  improvment  under  the  modified 
treatment.  As  we  proe:ress  with  our  treatment  we  should  note 
its  effects  from  day  to  day,  and  as  the  patient  improves,  less 
treatment  will  be  required.  Treatment  is  usually  necessary 
every  day  for  a  few  days — then  every  other  day  for  a  few  weeks 
— then  twice  a  week  for  a  few  weeks — then  once  a  week  until  all 
active  symptoms  are  relieved.  The  more  chronic  cases  will  re» 
quire  some  treatment  each  fall  and  spring  for  several  years. 
Unless  the  good  effects  of  treatment  arc  followed  up  fall  and 
spring,  the  patient  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  will  find  himself 
in  as  bad  condition  as  previously.  Chronic  Catarrhal  Mucous 
Membrane  cannot  be  cure'^  in  a  short  time.  During  and  after 
treatment  it  is  very  important  to  rigidly  observe  the  laws  of 
healthy  and  avoid  everything  which  tends  to  aggravate  his 
2SP. 
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trouble.  In  Ihe  atrophic  variety  of  Catarrhal  Mucous  Mem- 
brane^ we  think  it  is  best  to  repeat  treatment  every  day  until  the 
inflammation  is  so  relieved  that  the  secretions  are  thereby  very 
greatly  diminished^  after  which,  treatment  should  be  re|)eated 
less  frequently,  pro  re  ncUa.  It  should  consist  in  the  application 
of  some  detergent  with  a  view  of  cleansing  the  diseased  surfaces, 
followed  by  the  application  of  vaseline  containing  a  small 
quantity  of  oil  of  eucalyptus  in  the  form  of  spray.  Catarrhal 
patients  should  clothe  themselves  so  as  to  keep  warm,  avoiding 
draughts,  uight  air,  vitiated  air,  dust,  tobacco-smoke  and  the  use 
of  tobacco.  They  should  not  remain  too  much  in  heated  rooms 
which  are  not  well  ventilated,  but  should  take  a  reasonable 
amount  of  out-door  exercise.  In  many  cases  a  resort  to  the 
mountains  or  seashore,  after  treatment,  during  the  hot  months,  is 
indeed  highly  beneficial.  The  mineral  waters,  especially  chalyb- 
eate and  sulphur,  are  also  good  adjuvants.  In  short,  improve 
the  general  condition,  and  subdue  local  inflammation  by  local 
applications  of  mild,  soothing  and  unirritating  remedies  in  the 
form  of  spray,  it  being  more  efficacious,  pleasant  and  less  irrita- 
ting, in  my  opinion,  than  any  other  method. 


STATE  MEDICINE. 


BY 
W.  C.  MAXEY,  M.  D.,  MARCUS,  IOWA. 


Editors  Southern  Practitioners: — Dr.  J.  W.  Davis,  of 
your  State,  in  saying  ** learned  doctor"  admits  a  prestige  or  class 
superior;  but  his  motto,  *'free  medicine"  in  its  action  does  not. 

If  a  "learned  doctor"  is  superior  or  preferable,  why  uphold 
and  thus  admit  equality  with  them. 

A  free  people  have  the  right  to  enact  laws  for  their  benefit. 
Doctors  do  not  make  our  civil  laws;  one  doctor,  one  hundred 
or  one  thousand  doctors  do  not  do  it,  unless  as  representative 
men  of  the  people. 
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The  school  teacher,  the  lawyer,  the  preacher,  and  the  soldier, 
are  required  to  come  to  a  certain  standard  of  proficiency,  before 
practising  their  profession.  Is  this  right?  Is  it  class  legisla- 
tion? What  classes  are  benefitted  ?  Is  it  unconstitutional  that 
they  be  thus  advanced,  and  is  it  "sound  Democratic"  principles 
not  to  advance  them  ? 

We  have  not  the  right  to  say  who  the  patient  shall  call,  nor 
whether  he  shall  be  an'alopath  or  homeopath,  but  under  the  con- 
stitution, we  have  the  right  to  say  he  shall  be  qualified,  and 
come  to  a  standard  of  usefulness  before  practising  his  profession 
on  the  people.  If  so,  then  with  equal  justice,  we  have  (he  right 
to  say  what  the  standard  or  proficiency  shall  be. 

Now,  let  us  reverse  the  engine.  Is  it  "constitutionaP*  that 
we  commission  men  to  do  something  they  cannot  do;  to  prac- 
tice medicine  and  surgery,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  human  frame, 
the  structure  and  function  of  the  various  parts?  And  the  laws 
of  health  as  well  as  of  disease?  Is  it  lawful  that  he  should  pro- 
fess a  lie,  and  practice  it  on  the  people?  Is  it  lawful  that  he 
should  charge  a  fee  for  something  he  has  not  done,  or  at  best 
poorly  done?  Shall  he  give  you  a  dose  of  medicine,  the  physio- 
logical action  of  which  he  is  ignorant,  and  cannot  explain?  Shall 
he  stand  by  your  side  your  equal,  and  proclaim,  I  am  the  way  f 

Now,  "curiously,"  will  the  people  be  the  better  benefited  by 
this  course — free  medicine  ?  We  have  reversed  the  engine  you 
will  mind,  the  passengers  are  moving  ahead  of  the  engine.  We 
have  no  light  in  front,  but  the  red  lantern.  No  pilot  in  front; 
a  gleam  of  light  streams  behind,  showing  where  we  have  been. 
It  takes  less  steam,  for  it  is  down  grade;  indeed,  the  engineer 
shuts  oflf  all  steam,  and  the  train  runs  of  its  own  weight,  down^ 
down,  into  darkness  and  "free  medicine." 

We  infer  "free  medicine"  to  mean,  let  any  one  practice  medi- 
cine and  surgery  who  can  find  a  patient.  Let  it  become  com- 
mon, and  be  no  art  or  science.  Let  it  drift  into  the  fog  of 
witch-craft,  of  muttering  monks,  and  medicine  men  of  the  dark 
ages. 

Do  the  people  want  this  kind  of  liberty,  and  this  kind  of 
''sound  Democratic"  principles? 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


20  CLINICAL  BEPORT8   AND   LECTURES. — SINCLAIR. 

We  shall  not  ''tear  our  hair,"  but  in  view  of  light  ahead,  can 
only  pray — "Father,  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do.'^ 

Yes,  light  ahead.  Is  it  the  light  of  State  Medicine,  and  State 
Sanitation  ?  The  light  that  detected  seven  hundred  fraudulent 
physicians  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  under  the  purifying  rays  of 
which  they  skipped  to  their  natural  aflBnity,  "free  medicine." 

Light  ahead,  that  beams  in  the  face  of  the  honest  student,  re- 
flecting and  protecting  his  worthiness.  The  light  by  which  a 
doubting  people  can  see  us  bb  we  are,  and  know  us  by  our  deeds. 
It  is  the  light  that  will  raise  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  your  grand 
old  Commonwealth  to  a  higher  standard  in  medicine,  civilization 
and  humanity.  It  is  the  light  that  makes  the  doctor  somebody, 
protects  the  people  from  fraud  and  ignorance,  and  the  guardian 
of  future  generations. 


^HnicaJ  ^e^ari^  and  lectures 


THE  NEW  ANiESTHETIC— COCAINE  ALKALOIDS— A 
CLINICAL  LECTURE. 


BY 

J.  G.  SINCLAIR,  M.  D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

Professor  of  Diseases  of  Eye,  Ear,  Tliroat  and  Nose,  in  the  Medi- 
cal  Department  Univei^sity  of  Tennessee. 


Reported  by  J,  M,  RendUman,  of  Illinois. 


Gentlemen — The  first  case  I  present  to  you  to-day  is  this  lit- 
tle boy,  who  has,  as  you  see,  this  irregularly  rounded  prominence 
on  the  lower  and  inner  quadrant  of  the  cornea,  and  which  is  quite 
opaque,  extending  upwards  and  outwards  until  it  crosses  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  pupil.  This  is  called  a  partial  staphyloma  of 
the  cornea.     This  deformity  is  usually  the  result  of  an  extensive 
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alcer  of  the  cornea^  which  has  eaten  through  the  whole  thick- 
ness of  the  cornea  and  caused  a  perforation.  The  aqueous  humor 
flows  off,  the  iris  prolapses  into  the  corneal  wound,  and  may  be- 
come adherent  to  the  cornea.  If  the  perforation  is  large,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  iris  is  pressed  forward  into  the  gap  and 
may  protrude,  forming  a  more  or  less  extensive  prolapse.  This 
is  soon  covered  with  a  layer  of  lymph,  which  becomes  organized. 
This  new  membrane,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  destroyed 
otrneal  tissue,  is,  however,  much  weaker  and  less  elastic;  hence, 
it  yields  readily  to  the  intra-ocular  pressure,  bulges  forward  and 
forms  what  we  have  in  this  patient,  a  partial  staphyloma;  and  if 
the  perforation  was  originally  of  large  size,  it  may  involve  the 
whole  cornea  and  become  a  total  staphyloma.  The  tendency  to 
staphyloma  should  be  checked  at  once,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
partial  staphyloma  the  use  of  eserine  and  frequent  puncturing 
may  arrest  the  further  progress  of  the  disease.  The  cicatrical 
tissue  formed  by  the  puncturing  often,  by  its  contracting,  causes 
flattening  of  the  protruding  part.  But  undoubtedly  an  iri- 
dectomy or  sclerotomy  is  the  best  treatment,  as  it  diminishes 
intra-ocular  pressure  and  permits  the  new  tissue  to  shrink  and 
thereby  flatten  the  bulging  structure.  A  sclerotomy  ,will  be 
more  suitable  in  this  case,  as  there  is  a  portion  of  the  pupil  un- 
covered by  the  opaque  tissue,  which,  I  think,  will  be  large  enough 
for  useful  vision.  The  operation  is  generally  performed  with  a 
Grsefe'^  cataract  knife.  The  puncture  and  counter  puncture  are 
made  in  the  cornea^scleral  margin,  just  in  front  of  the  iris,  and  in 
completing  the  section  a  small  bridge  of  sclero-corneal  tissue  is  left; 
uncut  and  the  knife  slowly  withdrawn.  But  it  is  not  the  pathol- 
ogy and  treatment  of  corneal  affections  I  wish  specially  to  direct 
your  attention  at  this  time,  but  to  the  latest  wonderful  discovery 
in  local  ansesthesia. 

A  few  minutes  since  you  saw  me  instill  a  drop  of  the  contents 
of  this  vial  into  this  little  boy's  eye  and  repeating  the  dose  two 
minutes  afler,  and  now,  six  minutes  after  the  first  drop  was  put 
into  his  eye,  I  drop  the  third  drop  into  it.  You  see  that  the 
cornea  is  becoming  pretty  thoroughly  anesthetized.  I  touch  it 
freely  with  my  finger  and  he  does  hot  resent  it.     I  will  now 
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place  him  on  the  table  and  proceed  with  the  operation.  Ten 
minutes  after  the  first  drop  was  put  into  the  eye  the  operation  is 
finished^  and  you  now  hear  the  boy  say  that  it  did  not  hurt  him 
at  all.  This  agent  that  I  used  to  dull  sensation  in  this  case  is 
the  oleate  of  cocaine,  a  new  form  of  preparing  the  recently  dis- 
covered local  anaesthetic  that  is  attracting  so  much  attention 
among  medical  men  all  over  the  country,  and  now  bids  fair  to  super- 
sede ether  and  chloroform  in  many  surgical  operations,  especially 
on  the  eye.  This  is  my  first  experience  with  the  oleate  of  cocaine. 
A  four  per  cent,  solution  of  the  muriate  of  cocaine  is  the  form  in 
which  I  have  used  it  prior  to  this,  and  with  very  satisfactory  re- 
sults. What  advantage  the  oleate  ;uay  have  over  the  solution 
of  muriate,  if  any,  has  to  be  tried. 

The  next  case  is  this  man  who  has,  as  you  see,  an  ulcer  at  the 
sclero-corneal  junction,  and  is  suiTering intensely  from  it.  I  will 
drop  two  drops  of  the  oleate  into  the  eye,  and  prescribe  sulphate 
of  eserine,  put  on  moist  applications,  a  compress  bandage,  and, 
should  the  pain  continue,  a  full  dose  of  morphine  at  bed  time, 
and  to  report  to-morrow.  Many  operations  have  already  been 
performed  on  the  eye,  ear,  throat,  nose  and  other  organs  while 
those  parts  were  under  the  influence  of  the  solution  of  muriate 
of  cocaine,  and  the  anaesthesia,  on  the  whole,  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. 

To  Dr.  KoUer,  a  medical  student  of  Vienna,  the  profession  is 
indebted  for  the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  effect  that  this  alka- 
loid has  <m  the  cornea  and  conjunctiva,  who  became  aware  of  its 
anaesthetic  qualities  from  seeing  it  applied  by  German  specialists 
to  the  larynx  to  dull  the  sensibility  of  the  vocal  cords.  Dr. 
Koller  made  hia  experiments  early  in  September,  and  at  once 
wrote  a  paper  embodying  the  results  of  his  investigations,  and 
this  paper,  together  with  a  solution,  such  as  he  had  used,  was 
sent  to  Heidelburg  and  the  papers  read  before  the  Ophthalmologi- 
cal  Congress,  while  in  session  on  the  13th  and  15th  of  Septem- 
ber. The  solution  was  used  on  patients  before  the  Congress  and 
at  the  Heidelberg  eye  clinic,  all  experiments  corroborating  Dr. 
Keller's  statements. 

In  a  communication  to  the  New  York   Medical   Becord,  o« 
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October  11th,  Dr.  Henry  D.  Noyes,  the  noted  oculist  of  that 
city,  who  was  in  attendance  upon  tjie  Congress  at  Heidelburg, 
gave  an  abstract  of  Dr.  Keller's  paper,  and  drew  attention  to  the 
experiments  made  with  the  solution  of  muriate  of  cocaine  before 
the  Ophthalmological  Congress.  The  resulrs  were  so  remarkable 
and  so  important  that  the  subject  was  immediately  taken  up  and 
investigated  with  energy  by  the  leading  oculists  of  this  country, 
and  with  the  most  astonishing  and  gratifying  results  It  is  found 
to  be  an  anaesthetic,  not  only  of  the  conjunctiva  and  sub-conjunc- 
tival  tissues,  but  for  the  larynx,  pharynx,  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nose,  drum  membrane,  and  mucous  lining  of  other  organs, 
and  when  used  hypodermically  it  causes  anaesthesia  of  the  skin 
and  other  structures.  Its  value  in  ophthalmic  and  aural  surgery 
can  hardly  be  over  estimated.  Its  perfect  freedom  from  danger 
enables  the  patient  to  co-operate  with  the  surgeon  in  extracting 
cataracts,  in  iridectomy,  strabotomy,  and  other  important  opera- 
tions. 

The  next  case  is  this  young  man  who  has  divergent  strabis- 
mus of  right  eye.  One  drop  of  the  oleate  has  been  applied  to 
his  eye  at  intervals  of  three  minutes  until  five  drops  have  been 
instilled  into  it,  and  now  there  is  complete  anaesthesia.  You  see 
I  touch  the  cornea  of  the  right  eye  freely  with  my  finger,  without 
any  flinching  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  See  how  different  when 
I  try  to  touch  his  left.  I  shall  now  proceed  with  the  operation, 
first  raising  with  the  forceps  a  fold  of  conjunctiva  at  the  lower 
edge  of  the  insertion  of  the  muscle,  and  incising  this  with  scis- 
sors. Then  with  the  scissors  loosen  up  the  connective  tissue 
overlying  the  tendon.  Then  pass  the  strabismus  hook  under  the 
tendon  and  divide  it  with  the  scissors  close  to  the  sclerotic.  You 
will  notice  here  that  there  is  scarcely  any  bleeding.  The  cocaine 
seems  to  have  a  eonstringing  effect  on  conjunctival  blood  vessels. 
You  will  also  notice  that  the  pupil  is  dilated.  I  will  now  ask 
the  patient  whether  the  operation  was  painful  or  not.  '^No; 
some  pain  when  you  put  that  crooked  instrument  into  my  eye.'' 
"  Was  there  pain  in  cutting  the  tenuon  of  the  muscle?"  "  The 
cutting  did  not  hurt  me  at  all."  Gentlemen,  you  hear  the  pa- 
tient bear  testimony  to  the  complete  anaesthesia  caused  by  the 
oleate  of  cocaine. 
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The  next  patient  has  evidently  ear  trouble^  as  the  side  of  his 
head  is  tied  up.  Says  he  has  severe  pains  in  left  ear,  with  some 
discharge  from  it.  Was  attacked  about  four  weeks  ago.  Sudden 
loss  of  hearing,  and  shortly  after  violent  pains,  which  has 
continued,  more  or  less,  ever  since.  Says  it  was  caused  by  cold 
in  the  head.  More  painful  at  night.  On  examination  with  the 
reflector  I  find  some  pus  which  I  will  remove  with  absorbent  cot- 
ton. See  how  tender  the  ear  is ;  he  can  hardly  bear  the  touch  of 
the  cotton.  I  will  now  apply  the  oleate  of  cocaine.  On  again 
examining  the  ear  I  find  that  the  membrana  tympani  is  red, 
swollen  and  bulging  forward  posteriorly.  The  inner  half  of  the 
walls  of  the  canal  has  a  whitish,  sodden  appearance.  This, 
gentleman,  is  a  case  of  acute  purulent  inflammation  of  the  mid- 
dle ear.  I  will  apply  some  more  of  the  oleate,  and  then  make 
a  fine  incision  through  the  posteriorhalf  of  the  membrana  tympani, 
and  give  vent  to  the  pus  pent  up  in  the  tympanum.  The  ear  is 
anaesthetized.  The  patient  does  not  complain.  I  have  incised 
the  membrana  tympani.  Says  he  scarcely  felt  the  cutting.  The 
pus  is  escaping  pretty  freely.  I  will  now  order  the  auditory 
canal  to  be  filled  with  water  as  hot  as  the  patient  can  possibly 
bear,  and  then  apply  a  large  sponge,  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  the 
hot  water  to  be  renewed  every  ten  minutes  for  a  short  time; 
afterwards  the  ear  to  be  syringed  gently  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  accumulation  of  pus  in  the  au- 
ditory canal. 

Now,  gentlemen,  you  have  witnessed  the  anasthetio  effect  of 
this  wonderful  drug  on  these  several  clinics.  You  saw  that  the 
effect  was  complete;  no  struggling;  that  I  did  not  have  tore- 
sort  to  other  anaesthetic,  or  force,  to  control  the  patients  dur- 
ing these  operations,  in  which,  I  can  confidently  assert,  I  will 
be  sustained  by  you  all,  as  well  as  my  colleagues.  Professors  Hag- 
gard and  Roberts,  who  have  been  present  to  render  me  assistance 
should  it  have  been  necessary.  The  oleate  is  a  new  form 
of  preparing  the  alkaloid  for  administration  by  McKesson  & 
Kobbins,  of  New  York,  and  this  is  the  first  sample  received 
and  tried  here.  From  the  experience  I  have  had  with  the  solu- 
tion of  muriate  of  cocaine  during  the  past  month  in  operations 
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on  the  eyc^  ear  and  nose^  I  ielt  confident  that  the  oteate  would 
not  fail  me^  as  the  character  of  the  manufacturers  for  genuine 
and  reliable  drugs  is  too  well  established  to  be  doubted.  But  it 
is  not  to  these  organs  alone  that  it  can  be  applied  with  success. 
The  uterus,  the  vagina,  the  anus,  the  mouth  aud  teeth  can  all  be 
operated  upon  without  pain  when  this  drug  is  properly  applied. 
It  not  onlj  dulls  sensatioui  but  is  a  mydriatic,  dilating  the  pupil 
without  paralyzing  the  accommodation,  and  the  mydriatic  effect 
is  more  evanescent  than  when  the  pupil  is  dilated  with  atropine. 
It  contracts  the  blood  vessels  and  is  undoubtedly  a  haBmostatic. 
You  see  in' the  operation  for  strabismus  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
drop  of  blood  lost ;  and  in  the  extraction  of  teeth  it  is  a  com- 
plete success.  Dr.  J.  F.  Stephens,  at  the  suggestion  of  Prof. 
Boberts  and  myself,  was  the  first  dentist  here  to  use  it  for  that 
purpose.  What  the  possibilities  are  in  the  future  for  this  aid  to 
the  special  and  general  practitioner  time  alone  will  determine. 
The  drug  is  expensive,  but  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
small  quantity  needed  to  produce  ansesthe8ia,it  is  no  more  expen- 
sive than  chloroform  or  ether.  I  find  it  takes  from  three  to  eight 
drops  to  produce  ansBSthesia  of  the  cornea  and  conjunctiva,  from 
five  to  ten  drops  to  act  on  membrana  tympani,  and  from  ten  to 
twenty  drops  to  dull  sensation  in  the  throat. 

Dr.  Roller  discovered  the  ansesthetio  effect  this  drug  has  on 
the  cornea  and  conjunctiva  scarcely  two  months  ago,  but  it  has 
been  used  by  specialists  in  treating  throat  affections  for  a  year  or 
more,  aud  long  before  this,  its  physiological  property  of  destroy- 
ing the  sensibility  of  sensory  nerves  was  known.  Gardake^  a  Ger- 
man investigator,  was  the  first  to  extract  the  alkaloid  from  the 
leaves,  in  1855.  Nieman,  also  a  German,  in  1860  reports  his 
discovery  of  the  alkaloid,  and  is  the  first  to  call  it  cocaine.  Dr. 
Peck  claims  to  have  discovered  it  in  1857,  and  refers  to  the  re- 
port of  his  discovery  made  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  New 
York,  in  1857 ;  also  states  that  he  exhibited  a  sample  of  the 
alkaloid,  which  he  called  erythroxylyn.  Morney  Metz,  of 
Paris,  in  1868,  probably  was  the  first  to  definitely  state  that  co- 
caine has  the  power  to  impair  sensation,  when  locally  applied, 
and  so  you  see  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.    But  to 
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Dr.  Koller  is  dae  the  honors  of  bringing  prominently  before  the 
profession  the  effects  of  this  invaluable  drug.  Cocaine  is  the 
active  principle  of  the  leaves  of  the  erythroxyloh  coca,  and  is 
indigenous  to  South  America,  especially  Peru^  Bolivia  and  some 
adjoining  states^  where  it  grows  wild  and  is  also  cultivated  on 
large  plantations.  It  grows  from  the  seed  to  the  height  of  from 
two  to  six  feet,  and  begins  to  produce  within  two  years,  and  con- 
tinues to  yield  the  leaves,  the  part  used,  for  forty  or  fifty  years. 
The  leaves  resemble  those  of  the  Chinese  tea  plant.  The 
infusion  of  the  leaves  is  a  powerful  nerve  stimulant,  and  has 
been  used  by  the  natives  in  place  of  tea,  which  it  also  resembles 
in  odor.  It  is  stated,  that  the  Indians  can  travel  for  days,  and 
endure  great  fatigue  and  hardships  and  use  but  little  food,  by 
chewing  the  leaves. 


SeJeqiian^. 


A  New  Procedure  in  Paracentesis  Thoracis  * — Those 
who  have  often  practiced  paracentesis  thoracis  in  chronic  pleurisy, 
and  especially  in  empyema,  have  frequently  experienced  great 
difficulty  in  making  a  sufficiently  large  and  free  opening  to  ad- 
mit of  the  proper  placing  of  drainage-tubes,  or  even  of  inserting 
a  good  sized  trocar  and  canula  in  the  chest  cavity.  This  is 
doubtless  caused  by  the  approximation  of  the  ribs,  from  the  influ- 
ence of  chronic  pleuritis  upon  the  intercostal  muscles.  To  ob- 
viate this,  various  expedients  have  been  resorted  to,  such  as 
gradual  dilatation  with  sponge  tents,  and  even  trephining  or  ex- 
cision of  a  rib.  The  writer  thinks  he  has  hit  upon  a  method 
which  will  overcome  the  contraction  with  certainty  and  safety, 
and  will  greatly  facilitate  all  necessary  local  operation.  Perhaps 
a  brief  narration  of  three  cases  will  present  the  procedure  more 
dearly  to  you  than  a  simple  description  of  the  method 

Case  I. — In  September,  1883,  I  was  invited  by  Dr.  Seeley, 

*Read  before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  November  19,  1S84, 
by  Thomas  F.  Robertson,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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of  Attica,  to  see  Mr.  P.,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  forty-five  years  of 
age.  He  had  been  ill  for  three  months.  I  found  him  sitting  up 
— he  could  not  lie  down  for  dyspnoea— both  legs  and  feet  were 
much  swollen,  he  had  cough,  with  muco-purulent  expectoration, 
had  irregular  chills  and  night-sweats,  pulse  100  and  irregular, 
no  appetite,  percussion  resonance  fair  over  entire  posterior  por- 
tion ot  chest,  flat  over  anterior  surface  of  right  chest  from  second 
rib  down,  with  bulging  of  intercostal  spaces.  Percussion  reson- 
ance clear  over  leit  chest  anteriorly,  except  over  prsecordial  re- 
gion, heart  apex  in  sixth  intercostal  region  and  two  inches  to  the 
left  of  a  line  drawn  through  the  left  nipple,  ausculation  pos- 
teriorly, respiratory  murmur,  with  occasional  bronchial  rftles 
distinct  everywhere,  anteriorly,  bronchial  respiration  in  right 
subclavian  region  as  far  as  third  rib,  below  that  no  respiratory 
sound  whatever;  puerile  respiration  marked  in  left  lung. 

Diagnosis, — Sacculated  empyema;  a  large  and  long  hypoder- 
mic needle  was  passed  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs,  anteri- 
orly, on  the  right  side;  the  barrel  of  the  syringe  was  filled  with 
thick,  white,  inodorless  pus;  paracentesis  was  decided  upon;  a 
sharp-pointed  bistoury  was  inserted  close  to  the  upper  border  of 
the  sixth  rib,  and  an  incision  two  inches  long  was  made  in  the 
intercostal  space;  a  very  slight  purulent  discharge  followed.  We 
now  proceeded  to  insert  a  large  drainage-tube,  but  found  it  im- 
possible on  account  of  the  close  approximation  of  the  ribs.  These 
we  tried  to  separate  by  various  instruments,  but  in  vain.  1  then 
examined  the  wound  with  the  forefinger,  and  found  that  as  I 
pressed  firmly  the  ribs  began  to  yield  and  separate,  and  then,  to 
my  great  delight,  the  finger  passed  its  whole  length  into  the 
chest  cavity,  and,  on  its  withdrawal,  was  followed  by  a  copious 
discharge  of  purulent  fluid.  ''Ah  I"  exclaimed  Mr.  P.,  with  a 
gush  of  relief,  '*I  would  have  given  you  five  hundred  dollars  just 
now  to  take  away  your  finger,  and  now,  if  I  had  it,  I  would  give 
you  as  much  for  having  put  it  in.'*  Cod-liver  oi',  5j,  with 
twenty  drops  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  three  times  daily, 
was  prescribed — a  favorite  prescription  of  the  writer  in  such 
cases.  In  about  two  months  Mr.  P.  was  entirely  restored  to 
health.  The  chest  cavity  was  twice  washed  out  with  warm  water 
slightly  carbolized. 
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Case  IL — Mr.  F.,  21  years  of  age,  comDiercial  traveler,  of 
Jewish  race,  extremely  nervous  and  timid;  previous  history  good, 
parents,  brothers  and  sisters  healthy.  Has  been  ill  for  two 
months.  Has  slight  cough  and  night-sweats,  is  greaatly  ema- 
ciated; pulse  120,  respiration  31.  Has  all  the  physical  signs  of 
efiusion  in  right  pleural  cavity.  The  hypodermic  needle  with- 
drew thick,  white,  inodorless  pus.  The  operative  procedure  Mrae 
precisely  the  same  as  in  case  1,  except  that  the  ribs  were  separa- 
ted more  easily,  more  quickly,  and  with  less  pain,  as  would  be 
expected  from  the  age  of  the  patient.  Rapid  and  entire  recovery 
ensued.  The  chest  cavity  was  several  times  washed  out  with  a 
weak  solution  of  boric  acid.  I  was  invited  to  see  this  patient  by 
Dr.  Frank,  of  Buffalo. 

Case  III. — John  6.,  inmate  of  Bufialo  General  Hospital,  Grer- 
man,  45  years  of  age.  Habits  had  been  intemperate  for  many 
years.  Has  chronic  pleurisy  with  very  large  serous  effusion. 
Had  been  aspirated  by  Dr.  Herman  Mynter  twice  before  admis- 
sion to  hospital.  Since  admission  has  been  aspirated  twelve  times 
in  eight  weeks.  Has  been  placed  upon  tonics  and  diuretics. 
Chest  has  been  painted  often  with  the  tincture  of  iodine,  and  the 
recumbent  position  has  been  almost  constantly  maintained.  He 
has,  however,  steadily  lost  ground,  and  the  effusion  recurs  rap- 
idly after  aspiration.  Abdominal  dropsy  and  oedema  of  the 
lower  extremities  also  became  apparent.  There  is  no  albumi- 
nuria and  no  cardiac  disease.  Cirrhosis  is  suspected.  It  was 
decided  to  introduce  a  drainage-tube.  This  was  done  as  in  the 
other  two  cases,  but  was  not  as  well  borne;  for  four  days 
he  had  sinking  turns,  and  for  the  first  two  days  the  discharge 
was  deeply  tinged  with  blood.  He  began  to  rally  at  the  expira- 
tion of  a  week,  and  for  three  weeks  distinctly  improved,  but 
again  failed,  and  died  five  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  operation. 
The  post-mortem  examination  showed  half  a  pint  of  bloody 
serum  in  the  pleural  cavity,  the  costal  pleura  very  red  and  en- 
gorged, the  pulmonary  pleura  covered  with  thick,  false  mem- 
brane, and  the  lung  pressed  upward  and  backward,  and  so  small 
and  condensed  that  it  was  about  the  size  of  an  adult  hand.  It 
did  not,  however,  present  any  other  evidence  of  disease.     The 
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perioardium  was  pretty  fully  distended  with  serous  fluid.  The 
left  luog  and  left  pleura  were  healthy.  The  liver  was  contracted 
and  cirrbosed.     All  the  other  orf2:ans  healthy. 

The  writer  has  had  quite  an  extensive  experience  in  paracen- 
tesis thoracis,  and  has  often  been  annoyed  in  trying  to  make  a 
sufficiently  large  and  permanent  opening  for  a  drainage-tube  of 
proper  caliber.  He  trusts  that  be  has  hit  upon  a  method  which 
will  obviate  this  difficulty  for  others  and  himseli|  and  respect- 
fully submits  it  for  consideration  and  comment  to  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Association. — N.  F.  Med.  Journal. 


Massage  in  Stricfure.-^  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  an 
old  product  of  chronic  inflammation  has  been  absorbed  in  conse- 
quence of  skillful  massage.  We  have  seen  several  cases,  when 
cause  and  effect  in  this  respect  were  too  plain  to  be  denied.  In 
once  case,  where  a  false  anchylosis  was  due  to  infiltration  of  the 
soft  parts  surrounding  the  knee-joint,  and  where  the  disease, 
having  followed  an  accidental  contusion,  had  lasted  for  over  three 
years,  the  best  surgeons  in  the  city  had  tried  in  vain  every  pos- 
sible remedy  and  remedial  procedure,  to  cause  absorption.  No 
drug,  that  by  external  application  might  induce  absorption,  had 
been  left  untried,  every  known  counter-irritation  had  been  ap- 
plied, the  actual  cautery  been  made  use  of,  and  the  joint  been 
stretched  under  ether,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Finally,  one  of 
our  most  eminent  professors  of  surgery  handed  the  case  over  to  a 
manipulator,  and  within  six  weeks  every  residue  of  the  disease 
had  disappeared. 

We  mention  these  facts  to  show  that  we  have  confidence  in 
manipulation.  But  we  doubt  somewhat  the  following,  though 
we  report  it  that  others  may  try  it:  Dr.  G6xa  v.  Antal  {CbLf. 
Chir.j  1884,  No.  23,)  has  published  six  cases  where  the  stricture 
of  the  urethra  was  cured  by  massage.  The  applications  lasted 
eight  to  ten  minutes,  and  were  made  daily ;  in  cases  of  stricture 
of  the  cavernous  part  the  manipulation  was  done  over  the  skin, 
while  in  afiections  of  the  deeper  part  it  was  produced  from  the 
rectum  by  simply  passing  two  fingers,  with  slight  pressure,  up 
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and  down  the  diseased  part  ot  the  urethra.  It  is  said  tliat  very 
few  applications  were  necessary  to  insure  a  cure.  It  is  not  said 
whether  the  strictures  were  callous  or  not,  though  we  suppose 
they  were  dilatable.  It  is  mentioned,  however,  that  no  other 
treatment  was  pursued.  Certainly,  such  an  effect  is  possible,  and 
we  would  recommend  a  more  extended  trial,  as  the  result  will 
pay  for  the  labor  if  successful. — Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


An  Operation  for  the  Removal  op  Gall  Stones. — The 
London  Medical  Press  tells  us  that  the  Independence  Beige  men- 
tions a  great  surgical  operation  which  has  just  been  performed 
in  Brussels  by  Dr.  Langenbusch,  of  Berlin.  The  subject  of  this 
daring  and  suqce^sful  proceeding  was  M.  Eu>!:enc  Anspach,  the 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  National  Bank  of  Belgium,  who  has 
been  for  many  years  suffering  from  a  collection  of  gall-stones, 
which  have  kept  him  in  a  state  of  aggravated  suffering  (douleur 
aJtroce),  and  have  latterly  defied  all  measures  of  relief.  M.  Lan- 
genbusch, summoned  specially  from  Berlin,  proposed  to  lay  open 
the  gall-bladder,  with  antiseptic  precautions,  admitting,  however, 
that  he  had  only  performed  this  operation  four  times,  and  that 
but  one  of  these  cases  recovered.  Mr.  Eugene  Anspach's  family 
and  friends  were  much  dismayed  at  this  announcement,  and 
begged  that  the  operation  should  not  be  performed.  M.  Eugene 
Anspach  was  firm,  and  reflecting  that  without  it  he  would  not 
live  long,  and  that  in  the  meantime  his  life  would  be  worse  than 
death,  decided  on  the  operation.  Even  at  this  supreme  moment 
the  banking  mind  asserted  itself,  and  M.  Eugene  Anspach  re- 
marked: "After  all,  one  in  four  is  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and 
that  is  a  fine  dividend."  '*You  have  had  one  recovery  already, 
doctor,'^  he  remarked,  "and  I  will  be  the  second,''  an  element  of 
confidence  which  no  doubt  had  something  to  say  to  the  result. 
The  operation  was  performed  on  the  19th  of  September,  and  125 
calculi  were  extracted  from  the  gall-bladder.  M.  Eugene  An- 
spach suffered  a  good  deal  after  the  proceedings,  but  is  now  out 
of  danger  and  in  complete  comfort.  We  trust  he  will  live  long 
to  enjoy  the  reward  of  his  own  pluck  and  of  the  skill  of  his  sur- 
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geoD.  It  is  a  carioos  circumstaDce  that  this  operation  has  to  a 
•certain  extent  been  anticipated  here  The  late  Sir  Timothy 
O'Brien  suffered  from  gall-stones,  and  the  late  Sir  Dominic  Cor- 
rigan  worked  down  into  the  gall-bladder  by  means  of  a  potash 
issae,  and  removed  them.  Sir  T.  O'Brien's  recovery  was  com- 
plete.— Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Power  op  Absobption  Possessed  by  the  Stomach. — 
From  a  series  of  observations  made  by  Dr.  C.  Quetsch  {BerL 
Klin.  TTooh.,  1884,  No.  23),  to  determine  the  power  of  absorp- 
tion possessed  by  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  the  fol- 
lowing results  were  obtained.  On  account  of  the  ease  with  which 
iodide  of  potash  is  generally  absorbed  and  demonstrable  in  the 
urine,  this  drug  was  selected  for  the  experiments. 

The  healthy  stomach  absorbs  most  readily  when  empty.  Very 
little  of  the  remedy  enters  the  circulation  if  administered  at  the 
time  when  digestion  is  going  on.  The  longer  a  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  meal,  the  more  active  is  the  absorbent  power  of  the 
stomach.  In  cases  of  gastric  catarrh,  especially  if  accompanied 
by  dilatation  of  the  organ,  absorption  is  greatly  diminished.  Of 
any  drug  administered  immediately  after  a  meal,  most  of  it  passes 
off  by  the  bowel,  very  little  entering  the  circulation.  Even  if 
the  stomach  be  washed  out  altdr  a  meal,  the  power  of  absorption 
is  nihil.  The  least  is  absorbed  if  the  drug  be  given  immedi- 
diately  after  breakfast,  while  before  breakfast,  therefore,  if  given 
fasting,  the  |>ower  of  absorption  is  greatest.  Remedies  in  gen- 
eral are  absorbed  the  more  rapidly  the  longer  the  interval  since 
the  last  meal.  In  cancer  of  the  stomach,  the  iodine  appeared 
several  hours  later  in  the  urine  than  is  normally  the  case  (when 
its  presence  can  be  demonstrated  on  an  average  twelve  minutes 
after  swallowing),  while  in  ulcer  of  the  stomach  the  rapidity  of 
absorption  was  so  much  increased,  that  the  urine  passed  five 
minutes  after  the  administration  of  the  dose  already  contained 
the  iodine. 

It  may  be  that  these  observations  may  be  of  some  assistance 
in  the  diagnosis  of  certain  doubtful   gastric  affections.    They 
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surely  teach  U8  to  administer  any  remedy,  whose  rapid  absorp- 
tion we  desire,  half  an  hour  before  a  meal,  and  not,  as  is  ofteii 
done,  immediately  or  one  or  two  hours  after  a  meal. — Med.  and 
Surg.  Reporter. 


Very  Small  Doses  op  Calomel  in  Pneumonia. — In  the 
Bulletin  Ghi^ral  de  Thirapeutique,  of  July  30,  Dr.  Droux  de 
Chapois  extols  the  calomel  treatment  of  pneumonia  by  very  mi- 
nute doses.  He  prescribes  two  milligrammes  (about  one-thirtieth 
of  a  grain)  every  hour  for  two  days.  After  thus  treating  over 
150  cases,  he  claims  better  results  than  by  any  of  the  methods  of 
treatment  most  vaunted  in  the  text-books.  Thus  used,  the  pro- 
tochloride  of  mercury  has  the  advantage  of  not  being  a  weapon 
that  cuts  both  ways ;  it  produces  no  violent  commotion  in  the 
system,  but,  nevertheless,  exercises  an  incontestable  resolute  in- 
fluence over  pulmonary  hepatization.  After  twenty-four,  or,  at 
most,  forty-eight  hours,  a  mild  and  unctuous  moisture  ensues 
over  the  whole  integument;  the  tongue  and  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth  becomes  moist,  the  oppression  and  heat  diminish; 
sometimes  a  liquid  stool  after  fifteen  or  twenty  doses;  finally  the 
fever  abates,  and  bronchial  breathing  gives  place  to  the  crepi- 
tant r&Ie  rcdux.  It  is  not  claimed  that  calomel  thus  given  is  a 
specific,  but  that  when  in  spite  of  the  administration  of  all  the 
well-known  remedies,  in  place  of  amendment  the  symptoms  tend 
to  become  aggravated,  the  tongue  dry,  the  skin  hot  and  pungent, 
calomel  given  in  minute  doses  every  hour,  is  followed  in  twenty- 
four  or  forty-eight  hours,  not  by  profuse  sweating,  as  true  sudo- 
rifics  produce,  but  by  a  gentle  stimulation  of  the  skin  and  seba- 
ceous glands,  the  liver,  pancreus,  salivary  glands,  muciparous 
glands  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  air  passages,  and  the  kidneys. 
After  the  first  day,  should  the  bowels  be  too  loose,  the  dose  is 
reduced  to  one  milligramme,  and  if,  as  sometimes  occurs,  there 
should  be  slight  intestinal  colics,  a  little  magnesia  is  given  to 
rid  the  system  of  the  calomel,  when  it  has  become  saturated  and 
the  desired  therapeutic  end  reached. — Canadian  Practitioner. 
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The  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  a  Treatise  on  Surgical 
Injuries,  Diseases,  and  Operations,  by  John  Eric  Erichsen, 
F.  R.  S.,  LL.D.,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  her 
Majesty,  the  Queen;  Ex-President  R.  C.  S.  E. ;  Consulting  Phy- 
sician to  University  College  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  Eighth  edition, 
revised  and  edited  by  Marcus  Beck,  M.  S.  and  M.  B.,  London, 
F.  R.  C.  S. ;  Surgeon  to  University  College  Hospital,  and  Professor 
of  Clinical  Surgery  in  University  College,  London.  With  484  en- 
gravings on  wood.  Vol.  I.,  pp.  1,124,  Henry  C.  Lea's  Son  & 
Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1884. 

A  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  among  the  first  batch 
of  medical  and  surgical  volumes  the  writer  purchased,  at  the 
suggestions  of  his  preceptor,  an  aluncnus  of  University  College 
of  London,  as  a  text-book,  was  Erichsen's  Surgery — then  a  young 
candidate  and  a  promising  candidt^te  for  professional  honor  and 
renown.  It  has  ever  since  been  one  of  his  most  valued,  trusty 
and  reliable  counsellors,  and  yet  occupies  an  honored  place— close 
at  hand  in  his  library.  And  notwithstanding  the  valuable  vorks 
of  Gross,  Hamilton,  Agnew,  Bryant,  Holmes,  Esmarch,  Ashurst, 
and  others  have  demandtd,  by  reason  of  merit,  well  recognized 
and  justly  earned,  frequent  reference  and  most  satisfactory  con- 
sultation, we  are  gratified  indeed,  to  see  that  this  true  and  trusty 
friend  of  our  earlier  years  has  not  yet  been  laid  aside  by  the  pro- 
fession as  an  absolute  thing  of  the  past. 

During  the  thirty  years  that  this,  now  classic  work,  has  been 
before  the  profession,  it  has  passed  through  seven  preceding  cdi- 
tion.s,  and  this,  the  eighth,  is  materially  enlarged,  greatly  im- 
proved and  fully  brought  up  to  latest  professional  advances.  It 
has  proven  so  excellent  a  guide,  and  the  many  English-speaking 
3SR 
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8urgeoD8  who  have  consulted  it  have  foand  its  sound  and  practical 
teaching  to  so  thoroughly  in  accord  with  their  experience,  that 
many  of  the  leaders  of  English  and  American  surgery  are  loth 
to  acknowledge  that  it  has  a  rival. 

We  do  not  think  we  can  better  call  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  work  than  by  giving  entire,  the  author's  preface  to  this 
new  American  BMition,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  I  dedicate  these  volumes  to  the  Surgical  Profession  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  testimony  of  the  esteem  which  I 
entertain  for  that  large  and  enlightened  body  of  practitioners,  and 
of  the  cordial  friendship  that  has  long  existed  between  me  and 
many  of  its  members. 

I  have  even  regarded  the  favor  that  has,  for  so  many  years, 
been  shown  by  American  surgeons  to  the  '*  Science  and  Art  of 
Surgery,"  as  the  most  honorable  distinction  that  could  be  con- 
ferred on  it,  and  on  its  author. 

I  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  this  edition  deserving  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  this  good  opinion  on  the  part  of  my  trans- Atlantic 
colleagues,  and  I  trust  that  in  it  they  will  find,  not  only  an 
Epitome  of  British  Surgery,  but  that,  so  far  as  its  scope  has  per- 
mitted,^ I  have  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  the  great  achievements 
of  American  Surgeons  of  a  past  and  of  the  present  generation.'' 

Volume  I  is  divided  into  three  principal  divisions,  the  first 
b^ing  devoted  to  First  Principles,  including  Operations,  Inflam- 
mation, Suppuration,  Ulceration,  and  the  Process  of  Repair;  the 
second  to  Surgical  Injuries  affecting  the  Tis&ues  Generally;  and 
the  third  to  Surgical  Diseases.  The  chapter  on  Operations  on 
the  Eye  of  preceding  editions,  is  absent  from  the  edition  of  1884, 
as  it  was  from  that  of  1864,  the  author,  justly  deeming  it  of  such 
importance  as  to  demand  treatment  in  works  devoted  specially  to 
ophthalmology. 

The  volume  is  handsomely  printed  on  the  best  of  book  paper, 
strongly  and  elegantly  bound,  and  the  many  excellent  wood-cuts 
are  invaluable  in  elucidation  of  the  text,  A  copious  index 
conclude  the  volume. 
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A  Manual  of  Bandaging  Adapted  for  Self  Instruction,  by  C. 
Henri  Leonard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medical  and 
Surgical  Diseases  of  Women,  and  Clinical  Gynaecology  in  the 
Michigan  College  of  Medicine;  Member  of  American  Medical 
Association;  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society,  etc.,  etc. 
With  139  engravings.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  8 
vo.  cloth,  pp.  156.  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co.,  Publishers, 
Detroit  Mich.     i88<;.     Price  $1.50 

This  very  excellent  little  work,  which  will  prove  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  medical  student,  contains  a  series  of  thirteen  chapters 
on  the  following  subjects :  Cataplasmata,  Charpie  and  Cotton- 
wool, Compresses,  Bandages  in  General,  Classification,  Bandages 
of  the  Head,  Neck,  Upper  Extremity,  Body,  Lower  Extremity, 
Immovable  Dressings,  Strappings  and  Knots.  It  supplies  a  mass 
of  information,  arranged  in  a  most  excellent,  entertaining  and 
instructive  manner. 

A  Text-Book  of  Hygiene,  a  Comprehensive  Treatise  on  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Preventive  Medicine,  from  an 
American  Standpoint,  by  George  H.  Rohe,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Hygiene,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore ;  Mem- 
ber of  the  American  Public  Health  Association;  of  the  American 
Dermatological  Association,  etc.,  etc.  8  vo.  cloth,  pp.  324. 
Thomas  &  Evans,  Publishers,  Baltimore.     1885. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  very  excellent  work  by  the  talented 
and  progressive  editor  of  the  Medical  Chronicle,  whom  we  desire 
to  congratulate  on  making  so  satisfactory  and  commendable  a 
debut  as  a  medical  author.  Although  the  volume  is  not  so  full 
and  comprehensive  as  the  works  of  Buck,  Richardson,  and  others, 
it  will  take  high  rank,  as  comprising  in  a  small  space,  a  vast 
amount  of  most  satisfactory  information  in  regard  to  the  very 
important  subject  of  which  it  treats.  It  is  just  the  work  needed 
by  the  medical  student,  and  the  busy,  active,  sanitary  officer,  whose 
duties  are  daily  becoming  more  important  and  recognized  in  our 
towns,  cities  and  municipalities.  An  experience  of  several  years* 
service  as  member  and  Secretary  of  the  Nashville  Board  of  Health, 
has  forced  upon  us  the  knowledge  of  a  decided  want  of  just  such  a 
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compact,  corpprehcnsivo,  and  useful  volume  as  is  now  placed  be- 
fore the  medical  public. 

'J  he  author's  modest  preface,  as  showing  the  scope  of  the  work, 
wo  give  in  full: 

^*The  aim  of  the  author  in  writing  this  book  has  been  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  American  student,  practitioner,  and  sanitary 
officer,  a  trustworthy  guide  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  pre- 
ventive medicine. 

He  has  endeavored  to  gather  within  its  covers  the  essential 
facts  upon  which  the  art  of  preserving  health  is  based,  and  to  pre- 
sent these  to  the  reader  in  clear  and  easily  under^^tood   language. 

The  author  cannot  flatter  himself  that  much  in  the  volume  is 
new.     He  hopes  nothing  in  it  is  untrue." 

A  Hand  Book  of  Ophthalmic  Science  and  Practice,  by  Henry 
E.  JuLER,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Senior  Assistant  Surgeon  and  Pathologist 
to  the  Royal  Westminister  Ophihalmic  Hospital,  formerly  Clinical 
Assistant  to  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Moorfields. 
In  one  very  handsome  octavo  volume  of  460  pages,  with  27  colored 
plates,  embracing  Holmgren's  test  for  color  blindness,  125  wood- 
cuts, and  the  test-types  of  Jjegcr  and  Snellen.  Clolh,  8450; 
Leather,  fs-so.  H.  C.  Lea's  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Phila- 
delphia.    1884. 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  wo  welcome  this  addi- 
tion to  the  literature  of  Ophthalmology. 

The  unlimited  facilities  at  the  author's  command  for  the  study 
of  the  diseases  of  which  he  treats,  have  enabled  him  to  delineate  . 
them  accurately,  tersely  and   lucidly.     And  much  that  is  new  is 
added  to  our  knowledge  of  this  branch  of  the  healing  art. 

The  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  different  parts  of  the  eye 
are  briefly  set  forth,  as  well  as  a  concise  statement  of  the  pathology 
and  morbid  anatomy  of  the  dilfereut  forms  of  disoa.se. 

In  liis  chapters  on  the  Visual  Field  and  the  Use  of  the 
Perimeter;  Color  Vision  and  its  Delects;  Errors  of  Refraction, 
we  find  thcs2  subjects  thoroughly  difjcussed  and  the  results  of  his 
most  recent  investigations  given.  The  te.xt  is  amply  illustrated 
by  exc'cllent  plates,  of  which  quite  a  number  are  chromo-litho- 
graphs  of  the  fundus]  oculi. 
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It  is  ihoroaghly  a  practical  work,  and  fully  up  to  the  present 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  in  every  way  a  clear,  reliable  guide. 
AVe  commend  it  to  students  and  general  pracliliuners  who  need 
a  condensed  and  complete  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  eye. 

The  Elements  of  Physiological  Physics,  an  Outline  of  the  Ele- 
mentary Facts,  Principles  and  Methods  of  Physics;  and  their 
Applications  to  Physiology.  By  J.  M  'Gregor-Robertson,  M.A., 
M.B  ,  CM.,  Muirhead  Demonstrator  of  Physiology,  and  Assistant 
to  the  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
Illustrated  with  219  engravings  on  wood;  pp.  528.  H.  C.  Lea's 
Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1884. 

The  handy  little  volumes  of  *^Thc  Student's  Manual  Scries/' 
has  received  a  very  excellent  addition  in  the  work  of  Dr.  Rob- 
inson. The  fund  of  practical  information  stored  up  within  its 
pages,  in  entertaining  and  instructive  language,  is  large  indeed, 
and  valuable  beyord  measure. 

The  subjects  treated  of  are  Electricity  and  Magnetism;  The 
Graphic  Method;  Fluids  at  Rest  and  in  Motion;  The  Mechanics 
of  the  Circulation;  Pneumatics;  Optics;  Sound;  Heat,  and  Dy- 
Damics.  Time  and  money  will  be  well  spent  ju  the  purchase 
and  perusal  of  this  volume. 

Holden's  Anatomy,  A  Manual  of  Dissections  of  the  Human  Body, 
by  Luther  H olden,  late  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  England,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  and 
the  Foundling  Hospital.  Fifth  edition.  Edited  by  John  Lang- 
ton,  Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital ;  Member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England ;  with  over  200  illustrations,  8  vo.  cloth,  pp. 
886,  price,  cloth  $5  00,  Leather  $6.00.'  P.  Blackiston,  Son  & 
Co.,  Publishers,  1012  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  1885. 

Holden's  Anatomy  has  been  prepared  for  and  is  eminently 
adapted  to  the  dissecting  room,  giving  in  plain,  terse,  yet  enter- 
taining and  instructive  language,  just  what  the  student  most 
needs  to  learn  and  know. 

A  concise  and  accurate  account  is  given  of  all  parts  of  the 
human  body — thd  bones  excepted,  of  which  a  competent  knowl- 
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edge  18  expected  to  have  been  obtained  before  going  to  the  dis- 
secting table,  and  full  and  explicit  directions  are  laid  down  lor 
the  best  method  of  dissecting. 

The  several  regions  of  the  body  are  treated  of  in  the  order 
considered  most  suitable  for  the  examination^  and  the  muscles^ 
vessels,  nerves  and  other  soft  parts,  are  described^  as  they  are 
successively  exposed  to  view  in  the  process  of  dissection. 

Although  the  book  is  written  entirely  from  actual  observation 
on  the  part  of  its  able  and  distinguished  author,  no  available 
sources  of  information  have  been  neglected,  and  the  highest  au- 
thorities^ both  English  and  foreign  have  been  carefully  con- 
sulted. 

The  very  handsome  crimson  cloth  binding  in  the  specimen  be- 
fore us,  the  beautiful,  smooth  and  firm  paper,  the  large,  clear 
type  and  the  natural  and  illustrative  engravings,  form  a  very  ap- 
propriate setting  for  the  valuable  subject  matter. 


^ditorid. 


OUR  SEVENTH  VOLUME. 


With  this  number  we  commence  the  seventh  volume  of  The 
SouTHEBN  Practitioner.  We  can  look  back  with  gratification 
and  pride  on  the  results  of  the  last  year,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
another,  we  may,  perhaps,  without  impropriety,  be  permitted  a 
brief  review  and  retrospect.  We  have  furnished  in  the  past 
year,  six  hundred  pa^es  of  good,  carefully  selected  and  prepared, 
and  we  hope,  interesting  reading  matter.  Numerous  articles  on 
various  subjects,  embracing  the  whole  field  of  medical  and  surgi- 
cal science,  have  during  the  year  1884,  been  presented  in  the 
pages  of  this  journal.  Many  original  papers,  from  active,  work- 
ing members  of  the  profession,  some  of  whom  have  long  been 
recognized  as  authorities,  papers  comprising  important  and  valu- 
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able  oontributions  to  our  literature,  have  been  presented  to  our 
readers.  The  reports  of  State  and  National  Medical  organiza- 
tions;  have  been  given  in  extenso^  so  far  as  our  space  would  al- 
low; while  the  editorials^  book  notices^  and  current  news  and 
opinions  have  been  carefully  prepared  and  candidly  given.  Our 
success  iias  been  all  that  we  could  possibly  desire^  and  far  in  ad- 
vance of  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  For  the  year  1885, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  our  promises  of  a  better  volume 
than  ever  before,  will  be  accepted  by  the  many  readers  who  have 
tried  us  in  the  past.  The  journal  will  remain  independent  and 
fearless,  a  medical  journal  published  solely  for  medical  men,  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  interests  of  a  grand  and  noble  profes- 
sion, and  with  no  other  aims  or  objects  than  to  disseminate  use- 
ful professional  information  and  knowledge,  and  to  exercise  an 
influence  that  will  result  in  better  men  and  better  doctors  and 
surgeons. 

NATIONAL  SANITATION. 


The  Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health  at  Washington,  dis- 
cussed few  things  of  greater  moment,  or  of  more  urgent  import- 
ance, than  a  suitable  recognition  on  the  part  of  our  National  law- 
makers, of  National  efforts  looking  toward  the  preservation  of 
National  health.  A  vast  country,  assuming  day  by  day,  hour  by 
hour,  so  much  importance  as  a  leader  of  civilization,  demanding 
rec<^nition  as  one  of  the  powers  of  the  earth,  and  acknowledged 
by  the  nations  of  that  portion  of  this  mundane  sphere  familiarly 
called  the  "  Old  World,'*  as  an  important  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  human  species,  should  naturally  be  expected  to  show 
in  its  law-making  faculty  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  and  welfare 
of  its  individual  components.  In  other  words,  our  system  of 
government — Republican  though  it  be — a  government  of  the 
people,  is  a  government  for-the  people;  and  as  such,  should  look 
well  to  the  every  interest  of  its  component  members. 

Since  the  first  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  as- 
sembled, our  law  makers  have  pi  led  up  statute  upon  statute,  looking 
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towards  the  relations  of  our  people  as  regards  finances,  coin* 
nieree,  the  mechanical  arts,  the  rights  of  the  people  as  to  property 
and  their  relations  to  one  another,  socially,  morally  and  other- 
wise. Law  after  law  has  been  enacted  in  regard  to  the  jiersonal 
and  real  rights  of  our  citizens.  Powerful  and  fully  equipped 
departments  have  been  enacted,  aa  that  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
to  protect  us  from  foreign  invasion  and  internal  strife ;  that  of 
Justice  to  control  and  secure  equal  rights  to  all ;  that  of  the  In- 
terior, to  see  that  fiir  and  equitable  relations  shall  exist  in  all 
parts  of  our  unoccupied  territory  until  the  same  shall  be  able  to 
care  for  itself;  that  of  the  Treasury,  to  provide  and  secure  an 
equitable  adjustment  of  the  expenses  of  the  government  and  the 
financial  relations  of  one  individual  to  another,  resting  equally 
and  fairly  upon  all ;  and  that  of  the  Postofiice,  to  provide  and 
secure  as  a  government  only  can,  a  convenient  and  reliable  means 
of  communication  between  the  many  component  members  and 
citizens  of  our  great  country.  These  departments  have  all  proven 
themselves  worthy  of  perpetuation,  and  our  necessities  have  be- 
come such,  that  they  have  long  been  recognized  as  indispensable. 

Equally  indispensable  to  National  life  and  prosperity  is  National 
health — a  proposition  as  incontiovertible,  as  that  individual  life 
and  prosperity,  is  dependent  upon  individual  health.  While  the 
individual  can  to  some  extent,  and  should,  provide  the  means  to 
preserve  and  protect  his  health  as  an  individual,  when  he  be- 
comes an  integral  part  of  a  great  miss  of  indivitluals,  as  a  citi- 
zen of  a  great  and  populous  nation,  he  should  not  only  bok  to, 
and  expect,  but  should  receive  as  an  inherent  rit^ht,  that  protec- 
tion from  disease  that  can  only  be  given  him  by  the  united  efforts 
of  the  mass  of  which  he  is  a  part — the  combined  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  nation  of  which  he  is  but  an  humble  citizen. 

Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  in  his  very  valuable  work  on  ''  Pre- 
veniivc  Jl/c(//cjwe," enumerates  "  three  grand  agencies"  in  the  pre- 
vention of  disease,  the  personal,  the  municipal  or  local,  and  the 
central  or  governmental.  "  By  the  personal,"  he  says,  "I  refer 
to  the  influence  which  every  individual  or  person  may  bring  to 
bear  for  the  prevention  of  disease  in  himself,  or  in  those  who  im- 
mediately  belong  to  him.    By  the   l  uuicipal   or  local,  those 
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agencies  for  prevention   which  are  brought  into  action  through 
the  instrumentality  of  local  or  municipal  boards  in  their  locali- 
ties.    By  the  central,  those  agencies  which  spring  from  the  cen- 
tral government,  and  which  are  intended  to  apply  to  the  country 
altogether,  to  local  government,  and  equally  to  personal  respon- 
sibility and  authority."    The   three  lines  of  work  are  separate 
and  distinct.     £ich  are,  however,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  de- 
}>endeut  upon  the  other,  so  far  as  srcuring  the  full  amount  of 
good  to  the  individual  and  the  state.     The  individual,  by  neglect 
of  those  duties  which   pertain  to  hitn,  can  destroy  his  usefulness 
to  himself,  and  also  to  the  state.     The  state,  by  the  neglect  of 
her  duties,  can   materially  impair  the  welfare  and  usefulness  of 
her  citizens.     Dr.  Richardjon,  very  forcibly  speaks  of  the   im- 
portance of  the  duties,  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  citizen   in 
his  personal  relations  to  himself  in  a  health  point  of  view ;  he 
also  recognizes  and  graphically  alludes  to  the  local  or  municipal 
authorities  and  their  duties,  and   further  says:  ''At  the  same 
time  in  every  country  there  should,  no  doubt,  be  a  supplementary 
governmental  or  central  board.     A  central  board  of  reference;  a 
board  competent  to  speak  with  authoritative  advice  in  general 
questions;  a  board  that  could  arbitrate  between  conflicting  opin- 
ions and  would  be  open  to  be  consulted  on  disputed  points;  a 
board  which,  by  its  personnel,  would  command  the  respect  of  the 
nation,  and  confer  scientific  dignity  on  the  nation  in  the  presence 
of  other  nations;  and,  a  board  to  which  other  nations  organizing 
a  national  health  advancement  could  refer.     ****** 
It  should  rule,  not  govern,  be  at  once  the  greatest  and  the  Irast 
of  sanitary  authorities.''     \Vc  can  fully  agree  with  him,  if  he 
means  by  **a  board  "  a  department,  with  an  official  and  responsi- 
ble head.     To  organize,  and  fully  carry  out  the  many  intricate 
and  perplexing  problems  pertaining  to  the  departments  of  the 
Interior,  the  Treasury,  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  imagine  a  cum- 
brous board  composed  of  three  or  more  members — say  a  repre- 
sentative from  each  state,  or  one  from  each  section  of  our  great 
country,  and  can  any  one  doubt  or  question  the  confusion  that 
would  necessarily  ensue.     But  by  making  a  single  representative, 
the  appointee  of  the  chief  executive,  responsible  and  authorita- 
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tive,  *'  one  to  rule — not  govern,"  to  arbitrate  between  conflicting 
opinions,  an  advisor  to  be  consulted  on  disputed  points,  *'  the  re- 
spect of  the  nation  is  commanded "  and  has  been  cordially 
granted  to  our  able  Secretaries  of  the  Interior,  the  Treasury,  and 
other  departments  of  our  government,  republican  and  representa- 
tive as  it  is. 

The  National  Board  of  Health  as  originally  created  by  Con- 
gress, was  the  outcome  of  repeated  suggestions  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  the  American  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion, most  urgently  solicited  and  earnestly  advocated  in  the  ses- 
sion of  the  latter  at  Richmond  in  1878,  these  solicitations  em- 
phasized by  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  that  year.  It  has  been 
manifest  for  some  time  that  this  Board,  composed  though  it  was, 
of  the  ablest  sanitarians  of  our  country — without  exception,  each 
one  of  its  members  being  "  withot  fear  and  without  reproach," 
failed  to  secure  that  confidence  which  was  so  necessary  for  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  its  purpose.  It  is  also  evident  that 
a  large  number  of  State  and  local  Boards  of  Health,  and  other 
scientific  bodies,  lacked  faith  in  the  ability  of  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital Service,  to  efficiently  discharge  the  intricate  and  onerous 
dutios  pertaining  to  National  sanitation,  and  the  unfortunate  strug- 
gle that  has  been  going  on  between  the  two,  has  had  a  most  un- 
fortunate efiect  in  regard  to  public  health  matters. 

The  recent  conference  of  State  and  local  Boards  of  Health  at 
Washington,  has  recommended  the  perpetuation  of  the  National 
Board  of  Health,  and  in  the  hopes  of  giving  it  greater  influence, 
has  suggested  that  it  be  composed  of  delegates  from  each  State. 
They  would  still  farther  divide  the  responsibility,  and  thus,  the 
sooner  ensure  its  &ilure. 

The  great  bug-bear  in  regard  to  National  interference  in  health 
matters,  has  been  the  political  idiom  of ''  State  rights."  As  a  free 
citizen  of  this  great  republic,  with  as  much  right  and  interest  in 
it  as  any  one — be  he  of  high  or  low  estate,  we  have  far  greater 
fears  of  our  rights  and  privileges  being  curtailed  or  infringed  by 
visitation  of  epidemic  disease,  than  by  any  enactments  of  our  law- 
makers in  regard  to  National  sanitation.  There  is  no  more  dan- 
ger of  the  rights  of  any  state  being  infringed  by  a  Department 
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of  Health  than  by  any  other  department — created  by  and  acting 
under  the  regulations  and  restrictions  ol  our  Representatives  in 
Congress.  The  need  of  this  Department,  is  that  we  may  have 
some  one  to  advise  with  our  chief  executive,  and  with  Congress, 
and  to  carry  out  efficiently  and  promptly,  the  enactments  of  one 
that  may  be  approved  by  the  other.  We  suggest  a  Department, 
with  a  responsible  head — one  who  shall  be  responsible  to  the 
chief  executive  and  to  Congress,  and  through  them,  to  the  peo- 
ple, whose  servant  ne  is,  just  as  much  as  is  the  chief  executive 
and  his  other  advisors. 


Marbied  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  father,  Mr.  Joseph 
Woods,  at  Moberly,  Mo.,  by  Rev.  Father  MoKenna,at  8:30p.  m., 
on  Dec.  17th  ult.,  Miss  Florence  U.  Woods,  to  Prof.  W.  E.  Mc- 
Campbell,  M.  D.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  bride  is  one  of  Moberly 's  most  popular  young  ladies,  and 
a  rec(^nized  belle,  graceful  and  beautiful,  and  modest  and  lovely, 
the  pride  and  joy  of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  our  sister 
state.  Her  fortunate  liege  lord  is  our  distinguished  and  talented 
young  colleague,  who  now  so  ably  fills  the  arduous  positions  of 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry 
and  Toxicology,  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Tennessee.  It  seems  but  yesterday,  that  he  came  to  us  fresh 
from  the  halls  of  the  State  University  at  Knoxville,  and  entered 
upon  his  novitiate  in  the  Medical  Department.  His  natural 
gifts,  his  talents,  coupled  with  a  modesty  and  courtliness  of  de- 
meanor, and  an  intense  application  and  untiring  energy,  com- 
manded for  him  early  recognition  on  the  part  of  his  teachers, 
who  soon  welcomed  him  to  a  place  as  an  equal.  And  the  many 
citizens  of  East  Nashville,  who  have  come  to  know  him  since  his 
residence  in  our  midst,  have  shown  an  equal  appreciation  of  his 
abilities.  We  desire  to  congratulate  him  in  thus  adding  another, 
and  greater  honor,  to  the  laurels  he  has  so  justly  earned.  And  to 
his  fair  bride  we  desire  to  extend  a  cordial  welcome  in  behalf  of 
our  community. 
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CHAnoEs  AoAixsT  Professor  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D., 
of  New  York  city,  were  prepared  at  a  meeting  of  (he  Nexo  York 
Academy  of  Medicine  held  in  that  city  Dec.  18th  iilt,  the  first 
specification,  ou  which  the  others  are  dependent,  being  as  ibl- 
lows  : 

Specification  1. — On  or  about  January  4,  1854,  or  at  some  date 
later  than  January  4,  1854,  the  said  Fordyce  Barker  did,  with 
his  own  hand,  inscribe  in  the  Signature  Book  of  the  Academy 
the  statement  that  he  was  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  Paris  of  the 
date  of  1844,  the  said  Fordyce  Barker  not  being  at  that  time,  or  at 
any  subsequent  time,  a  graduate  of  Paris. 

The  charges  were  signed  by  Arnold,  Buzeman,  Flint,  Jr.,  and 
others  of  the  Academy.  The  committee,  to  whom  the  charges 
and  specifications  were  referred,  failing  in  their  report  to  sustain 
them,  the  distinguished  and  venerable  President  of  the  Academy 
was  fully  exonerated.  The  meeting  was  quite  a  full  one,  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Weir,  Vicc-Pres.,  occupying  the  chair  during  the  in- 
vestigation. The  effort  to  expel  from  the  Academy,  the  members 
who  preferred  the  charges,  failed. 


A  Bare  Case  of  Fracture. — A  singular  case  of  fracture  of 
the  penis  is  reported  in  the  ^ew'Orleana  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Veazie.  It  occurred  during  the  act  of 
coition,  through  coming  in  contact  with  the  os  pubis.  An  exam- 
ination showed  it  to  be  completely  broken,  except  the  cutaneous 
covering.  The  organ  was  dressed  to  keep  the  fractured  ends  in 
apposition,  and  recovery  took  place  in  due  time.  The  distal  end 
of  it  did  not,  however,  participate  in  the  erection  until  six  months 
after  the  fracture.     This  is  the  third  case  of  this  nature  on  record. 

This  reminds  us  of  an  incident  related  to  us  last  winter,  by  the 
present  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  who  was  called  up  from  his  bed  one 
night,  by  one  of  our  "fancy  men,*'  who  had  his  penis  encircled 
by  a  brass  curtain  ring,  which  he  said  that  his  "  fancy  lass"  had 
slipped  on  for  him.  The  ring  produced  sufficient  constriction  of 
the  blood-vessels  to  cause  a  considerable  engorgement  of  the 
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distal  portion,  and  ooM  not  be  removed  without  the  aid  of  art, 
w'hich  was  accomplished  by  the  Doctor  cutting  the  ring  with  a 
pair  of  strong,  narrow- pointed  bone- forceps,  advising  his  patient 
to  wear  his  engagement  rings  elsewhere  in  the  future. 


Report  to  the  Na^tionai.  Conference  op  State  Boards 
OF  Health — Washington,  D.  C,  December  11th,  1884,  by 
J.  Berrien  Lindsi.ey,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  Tennessee 
State  Board  of  Health. — Tennessee  is,  perhnps,  as  ready  to 
meet  an  invasion  of  Asiatic  Cholera  as  any  of  the  United  States. 
As  far  back  as  1833,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  this  scourge 
of  the  nineteenth  century  was  formed.  Lovely  country  towns 
like  Shelbyville  were  decimated,  while  its  capital  city,  Nashville^ 
ranked  wiih  Lexington^  Kentucky,  most  noted  of  all  the  cities 
afflicted. 

In  1873,  twenty  counties,  extending  from  the  southwestern 
frontier,  bordering  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  the  northeastern 
line  co-tcrminus  with  Virginia,  were  laid  waste. 

The  Tennessee  public  knows  full  well  the  brief  but  emphatic 
logic  of  history.  Never  has  Asiatic  Cholera  prevailed  as  an 
epidemic  in  Western  Europe  without  crossing  over  to  America. 
Never  has  it  reached  America  without  desolating  Tennessee. 

The  great  epidemic  of  1873  deeply  impressed  the  entire  Ten- 
nessee community.  The  authorities  were  called  upon  lo  establish 
Boards  of  Health  looking  to  the  prevention,  or  at  least  the  miti- 
gation, of  epidemics.  The  city  government  of  Nashville  and 
Memphis  soon  responded  to  this  demand,  and,  iii  March,  1877, 
the  General  Assembly  created  the  State  Board  of  Health,  with 
limited  power  and  no  funds. 

In  1878,  happened  one  of  the  most  remarkable  chapters  in  all 
the  weird  history  of  epidemics.  Memphis,  once  the  city  of  refuge 
for  the  stricken  people  of  New  Orleans,  became  the  scene  of  woe 
and  suffering  not  surpassed  even  by  the  vivid  pictures  of  Thucyd- 
ides,  Boccaccio  or  De  Foe.  Tennessee,  by  nature  a  paradise, 
became  known  to  all  the  world  as  the  Theater  of  Yellow  Fever 
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in  its  worst  form,  received  the  sympathy  of  Christian  prayer  in 
the  hamlets  and  villages,  towns  and  villages  of  the  great  Repub- 
lic, and  such  overflowing  relief  in  money  as  never  yet  has  been 
surpassed  for  promptitude  and  whole-heirtedness. 

This  terrible  lesson  was  not  without  its  compensation.  In 
March,  1879,  the  General  Assembly  enlarged  the  powers  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  and  endowed  it  with  means  sufficient  to 
make  these  powers  effective. 

Likewise  the  National  Legislature  awoke  from  its  long  lethargy 
and  created  a  Board  of  Health  March  3rd,  1879,  in  harmony  with 
the  powers  and  usages  of  the  local  or  State  Boards  then  rapidly 
multiplying. 

The  ink  was  hardly  dry  upon  these  respective  statutes,  before 
the  second  great  Memphis  epidemic  broke  out,  and  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  and  practical  utility  of  such  machinery  for  applying 
the  resources  of  sanitary  science  to  the  wants  of  populous  commu- 
nities. The  National  Board  and  the  State  Board  cooperated  with 
perfect  harmony.  Terror  was  averted.  The  tender  mercies^  of 
Christian  charity,  and  the  magnificent  resources  of  medical  skill 
were  extended  without  stint  to  the  afflicted,  and  the  epidemic  did 
not  spread. 

As  the  result  of  this  deeply  significant  chapter  in  recent  epi- 
demiology, the  people  of  Tennessee  have  great  confidence  in 
Boards  of  Health,  State  and  National.  They  look  to  those 
Boards  as  official  exponents  of  medical  and  general  science  in  re- 
lation to  the  prevention  of  disease.  They  are  ready  to  follow  the 
advice  and  direction  of  these  organizations,  promptly  and  thor- 
oughly, knowing  full  well  that,  in  common  with  all  branches  of 
theoretical  and  practical  science,  the  God-like  art  of  healing  has 
made  astonishing  advances  since  the  epoch  of  1881. 

The  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health,  appreciating  the  heavy 
responsibility  resting  upon  it,  because  of  the  popular  confidence 
it  enjoys,  immediately  upon  the  news  from  France,  early  in  July 
last,  commenced  its  work  of  preparation.  Ten  thousand  copies 
of  carefully-prepared  circulars  were  sent  out,  so  as  to  reach  each 
one  of  the  Magistrates  and  other  civil  functionaries  in  the  State. 
Every  physician,  pharmacist^  dentist^  and  clergyman  was  also 
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supplied.     Said  ciroalars  have  been  widely  copied  by  the  leading 
newspapers,  and  thus  the  entire  community  awakened. 

Systematic  correspondence  has  been  opened  with  the  mayors  of 
over  one  hundred  towns  in  the  State,  and  with  all  the  chairmen 
of  all  the  County  Courts,  looking  to  the  speedy  organization  of 
local  Boards.  Encouraging  responses  are  rapidly  coming  in, 
pledging  immediate  action,  hence  it  is  safe'^to  believe,  in  case 
Asiatic  Cholera  should  once  more  visit  the  University  State  of 
the  South,  that  it  will  be  met  with  the  calm  self-reliance  becoming 
a  people  blessed  with  Christian  hope  and  the  splendid^resources 
of  modern  science. 


Ninth  International  Medical  Congbess. — The  Com- 
mittee on  Organization  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Con- 
gress, to  be  held  in  the  United  States,  in  1887,  met  in  Washing- 
ton, B.  C,  on  November  29,  1884,  for  the  determination  of  the 
general  plan  of  the 'Congress,  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  will  be  nominated  to  fill  the  same  offices  in  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  consideration  of  questions  of  finance.  The  follow- 
ing rules  were  adopted : 

1.  The  Congress  will  be  composed  of  members  of  the  regular 
medical  profession  who  shall  have  inscribed  their  names  on  the 
Register  of  the  Congress,  and  shall  have  taken  out  their  tickets 
of  admission.  As  regards  foreign  members,  the  above  conditions 
are  the  only  ones  which  it  seems,  at  present,  expedient  to  im- 
pose. 

The  American  members  of  the  Congress  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  American  Medical  Association,  by  regularly  organized  State 
and  local  medical  societies,  and  also  by  such  general  organizations 
relating  to  special  departments  and  purposes,  as  the  American 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  American  Surgical  Association,  the 
American  Gynecological,  Ophthalmological,  Otological,  Laryn- 
gological.  Neurological  and  Dermatological  societies,  and  the 
American  Public  Health  Association ;  each  of  the  foregoing  socie- 
ties being  entitled  to  appoint  one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  their 
membership. 

The  members  of  all  special  and  subordinate  committees,  ap- 
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pointed  by  the  General  Committee,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Congress,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  may 
be  esj)ecially  designated  by  the  Exocntivc  Committee. 

All  societies  entitled  to  representation,  are  requested  to  elect 
their  delegates  at  their  last  regular  meeting  preceding  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Congress,  and  to  furnish  the  Secretary-General  with  a 
certified  list  of  the  delegates  so  appointed. 

2.  The  work  of  the  Congress  is  divided  into  eighteen  sections, 
as  folh)ws,  viz.: 

1.  Medical  Education,  Legislation  and  Registration,  including 
methods  of  teaching;  and  buildings,  apparatus,  etc.,  connected 
therewith. 

^2.  Anatomy. 

3.  Physiology. 

4.  Paihology. 

5.  Medicine. 
G.  Surgery. 

7.  Obstetrics. 

8.  Gynecology. 

9.  Ophthalmology. 
10.  0(ology. 

1 1. ''Dermatology  and  Syphilis. 
12.  Nervous  Diseases  and  Psychiatry. 
|[13.  Laryngology. 

14.  Public  and  International  Hygiene. 

15.  Collective  Investigation,  Nomenclature,  and  Vital  Statistics. 

16.  Military  and  Naval  Surgery  and  Medicine. 

17.  Experimental  Therapeutics  and  Pharmacology. 

18.  Diseases  of  Children. 

3.  The  general  meetings  will  be  reserved  for  the  transaction 
of  the  general  business  of  the  Congress, and  for  addresses  or  com- 
munications of  scientific  interest  more  general  than  tho.«o  given 
in  the  sections. 

4.  Questions  which  have  been  agreed  upon  for  discussion  in 
the  sections,  shall  be  introduced  by  members  previously  nomina- 
ted by  the  officers  of  the  section.  The  members  who  open  dis- 
cussions shall  present  a  statement  of  the  conclusions  which  they 
have  formed  as  a  basis  for  debate. 
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5.  Notices  of  papers  to  be  read  in  any  one  of  the  sectionSy  to- 
gether with  abstracts  of  the  sirne,  must  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  that  Section  befoie  April  30,  1887.  These  abstracts  will  be 
regarded  as  strictly  confidential  communicationSy  and  will  not  be 
publi:$hed  until  the  meeting  of  the  Congress.  Papers  relating 
to  questions  not  included  in  the  list  of  subjects  suggested  by  the 
officers  of  the  various  sections  will  be  received.  Any  member^ 
after  April  30th,  wishing  to  bring  forward  a  subject  not  upon 
the  programme,  must  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  the  Secre- 
tary-General at  least  twenty-one  days  before  the  opening  of  the 
Congress.  The  officers  of  each  section  shall  decide  as  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  any  communication  offered  to  their  section^  and  shall 
fix  the  time  of  its  presentation.  No  communication  will  be  re- 
ceived which  has  been  already  published  or  read  before  a  society. 

6.  All  addresses  and  papers,  read  either  at  general  meetings  or 
in  the  sections,  are  te  be  immediately  handed  to  the  Secretaries. 
The  Executive  Committee,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Congress, 
shall  proceed  with  the  publication  of  the  Transactions,  and  shall 
have  full  power  to  decide  which  papers  shall  be  published,  and 
whether  in  the  whole  or  in  part. 

7.  The  official  languages  are  English,  French  and  German^ 
No  speaker  shall  be  allowed  more  than  ten  minutes,  with  the 

exception  of  readers  of  papers  and  those  who  introduce  debates, 
who  may  occupy  twenty  minutes. 

8.  The  Rules,  Programmes,  and  Abstracts  of  Papers,  will  be 
published  in  English,  French  and  German. 

Each  paper  or  address  will  appear  in  the  Transactions  in  the 
langnage  in  which  it  was  delivered  by  the  author.  The  debates 
will  be  printed  in  English. 

9.  The  officers  of  the  General  Committee  on  Organization  are 
a  President,  three  (3)  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary-General,  and 
a  Treasurer,  and  those  elected  to  these  positions  will  be  nomina- 
ted by  the  General  Committee,  to  hold  the  same  offices  in  the 
Congress.  All  vacancies  in  these  offices  shall  be  filled  by  elec- 
tion. 

10.  There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee,  to  be  composed 
of  the  President,  Secretary-General  and  Treasurer  of  the  General 
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'  Committee,  and  of  four  other  members,  to  be  elected  by  the  Gen- 
eral Committee.  The  duties  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall 
be  to  carry  out  the  directions  of  the  General  Committee;  to  au- 
thorize such  expenditures  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  act  for  the 
General  Committee  during  the  intervals  of  its  sessions,  reporting 
such  action  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Committee. 

11.  There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  com- 
posed of  five  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12.  Those  who  are  elected  as  chairmen  of  the  several  sections 
shall  be  thereby  constituted  members  of  the  General  Committee* 

The  officers  elected  are  as  follows: 

President — Dr.  Austin  Flint,  sr.,  of  New  York.  Vice-Presi- 
dents— Dr.  Alfred  Still6,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowd- 
itch,  of  Boston ;  Dr.  R.  P.  Howard,  of  Montreal,  Canada.  Secre- 
tary-General— Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  Army.  Treasurer — Dr. 
J.  M.  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy.  Members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee (in  addition  to  the  President,  Secretary- General  and 
Treasurer) — Dr.  I.  Minis  Hays,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  A.  Jacobi, 
of  New  York;  Dr.  Christopher  Johnston,  of  Baltimore;  Dr.  8. 
C.  Busey,  of  Washington. 

The  Executive  Committee  will  proceed  at  once  to  complete  the 
work  of  organization.  J.  S.  Billings, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  1,  1884.  Secretary- G^eraL 


Dr.  Lucas  Alexander  Dugas  has  recently  died  at  his  home 
in  Augusta,  Ga.,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  Dr. 
Dugas  served  several  times  as  President  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  Georgia,  and  from  1851  to  1858  he  acted  as  editor  of  the 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

He  will  long  be  remembered  in  connection  with  Dugas*  9ign 
in  dislocation  of  the  shoulder. 
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OUR  ADVERTISERS. 


We  desire  to  call  the  attentioa  of  our  many  readers  to  our  ad- 
vertising pages,  which  will  well  repay  a  careful  perusal.  We 
have  adopted  the  rule,  which  has  been  strictly  adhered  to^  of 
admitting  nothing  but  first-class^  reliable  articles,  which  we  can 
cordially  commend. 

The  New  York  Pharmacal  AsdOCiATioN  are  still  manu- 
fecturing  their  standard  preparation  ol  Lactopeptine,  which  has 
been  tested,  and  is  recommended  by  many  of  the  leading  medical 
men  of  America.  Professor  Attfield  considers  it  a  most  valuable 
digesting  agent. 

The  Iodia  and  Bromidia  of  Messrs.  Battle  &  Co.,  402  Main 
Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  are  well  worthy  of  trial.  Iodia  is  com* 
posed  of  the  active  principles  obtained  from  alterative  roots  in 
the  green  state,  together  with  Iodide  of  Potash,  5  grs.,and  Phos- 
phate of  Iron,  3  grs ,  to  each  fluid  drachm.  Bromidia  is  one  of 
the  best  hypnotics  we  have  ever  tried.  Cocalac  and  Papine  are 
also  excellent  preparations. 

The  Medical  and  Dental  Department  op  the  Univer- 
sity of  Tennessee  are  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than 
ever.  The  largest  classes  ever  in  attendance  this  year.  With  one 
of  the  most  suitable  buildings  for  medical  teaching,  improved 
clinical  advantages,  and  a  corps  of  active,  earnest  and  hard- 
working teachers,  success  is  natural. 

Scientific  American  send  for  specimen  copy  to  Munn  &  Co., 
261  Broadway,  New  York  Solicitors  for  Patents,  etc. 

H.  Planten  &  Son,  224  William  Street,  New  York,  manu- 
facture hard  and  soft  capsules,  empty  and  filled,  which  can  be 
ordered  by  mail.  No  further  necessity  of  trouble  in  regard  to 
nauseous  or  disagreeable  drugs. 

Berry,  D£MoyiLLE'&  Co.  have  been  established  in  business 
for  half  a  century,  and  are  still  conducting  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  complete  wholesale  Drug-Stores  in  the  South. 

Camm's  Emulsion  contains  65  per  cent,  of  the  purest  Nor- 
wegian Cod-Liver  Oil,  with  9  grs.  Hypophosphite  of  Lime,  4J 
grs.  Hypophosphite  Soda,  10  grs.  Lactopeptine  and  5  grs.  Citrate 
of  Iron  to  each  fluid  ounce.  It  is  a  most  excellent  preparation, 
as  we  know  from  a  thorough  trial.  Manufactured  by  Messrs, 
Faulkner  &  Oraighill,  Lynchburg,  Va. 
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Pepsin,  as  manufactured  by  the  improved  method  of  B. 
Schfffer^  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  an  excellent  digestive  agent  of 
agreeable  taste.  He  makes  also  a  Liquid  Pepsin  in  acidulated 
water  and  glj  cerine. 

Send  Your  Journals  and  Pamphlets  to  Pryor  Jones,  No. 
20  North  Cherry  Street,  to  be  bound.  He  will  give  you  any 
style  of  work  you  may  desire  at  prices  as  low  or  lower  than  any. 
His  work  is  durable^  neat  and  elegant. 

Pendleton,  Thomas  &  Co.  have  got  everything  ship-shape 
in  their  new  quarters,  Nos.  13  and  15  North  Market  Street, 
Nashville,  and  keep  a  full  and  well-assorted  stock  of  fresh  and 
Pure  Drugs,  Chemicals,  Paints,  etc.  Orders  by  mail  or  telegraph 
promptly  attended  to. 

Cincinnati  Sanitarium,  at  College  Hill,  Ohio,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  O.  Evarts,  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  excellently 
conducted  private  Hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  Mental  and 
Nervous  Diseases  to  be  found.  Its  location  is  healthy  and  sur- 
roundings delightful. 

Demoville  &  Co.,  corner  of  Church  and  Cherry  Streets, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  addition  to  a  full  line  of  Drugs  and  Medi- 
cines, keep  the  best  assortment  of  Surgical  Instruments  from  the 
best  manufacturers,  on  hand.  Catalogues  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 

Maltine  is  a  concentrated  extract  of  malted  Barley,  Wheat, 
and  Oats.  In  its  preparation  the  temperature  does  not  exceed 
160  deg.  Fahr.,  thereby  retaining  all  the  nutritive  and  digestive 
agents  unimpaired.  Extracts  of  Malt  are  made  from  Barley 
alone,  by  the  German  process,  which  directs  that  the  mash  be 
heated  to  212  deg.  Fahr.,  thereby  coagulating  the  Albumenoids, 
and  almost  wholly  destroying  the  starch  digestive  principle. 
Diastase.  It  is  prescribe<l  by  the  most  eminent  members  of  the 
Medical  Profession  in  tlie  United  States,  Great  Britain,  India, 
China  and  the  English  Colonies,  and  is  largely  used  at  the  prin- 
cipal Hospitals  in  preference  to  any  of  the  Extracts  of  Malt.  It 
is  agreeable,  palatable  and  unquestionably  one  of  the  best  tissue 
builders  we  have.  Send  to  The  Maltine  Manufacturing  Co.,  182 
Fulton  Street,  New  York,  John  Carnrick,  President,  for  pam- 
phlet for  further  particulars. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  Manufacturing 
Chemists,  with  their  immense  establishment,  are  enabled  to 
supply  all  demands  for  any  pharmaceutical  preparation.  Their 
wines,  and  elixirs  contain  precisely  the  quantity  of  Medicinal 
Ingredients  which  they  are  said  to  contain  on  the  label.  Like- 
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wise  they  arc  very  palatable,  and,  in  every  way,  elegant.  They 
need  only  in  be  tried  to  be  appreciated. 

Messrs.  Mukkin  &  Hunt,  28,  30  and  32  South  College 
Street,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  make  the  best,  most  convenient,  com- 
fortable and  easiest-riding  Doctor's  Buggy  to  be  found.  They 
do  nothing  but  strictly  first-class  work,  and  at  low  prices. 

ToNGALiNE,  OB  LiQUOR  TosQJE  Salicylatus  is  a  new 
remedy  for  Neuralgia  and  Rheumatism,  riaade  by  A.  A.  Mellier, 
o(  8l.  Louis^  Mo,  It  has  received  many  excellent  testimonials 
from  reliable  practitioners.  It  has  not  disappointed  us  in  a  series 
of  cases  in  which  we  have  tried  it.  He  also  keeps  the  Elliott 
Saddle- Bags,  adopted  by  the  U.  S.  Government  for  use  in  the 
Army,  on  account  of  its  convenience  and  durability. 

LiSTERiNE,  as  made  by  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Co.,  307  Locust 
Street,  8t,  Louis,  Mo.,  is  a  remedy  of  peculiar  antiseptic  properties, 
adapted  alike  to  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  Gynfiecology,  Laryngology, 
and  all  Zymotic  and  Febrile  Distases.  Our  Dentists  are  also 
finding  most  excellent  results  from  its  use.  Their  Lithiated 
Hydrangea  is  well  suited  to  Renal  and  Vesical  troubles. 

Messrs.  Jno.  C.  Baker  &  Co.,  815  Filbert  8L,  FhUadelphia, 
Pa,y  are  now  receiving  from  their  agents  in  Norway,  their  special 
brand  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  which  is  of  the  choicest  quality ;  its 
odor,  color  and  flavor  being  unexceptional.  Among  their  spe- 
cialties are  Baker^s  Emulsion  with  Hypophosphites,  Baker's  Cod 
Liver  Oil  with  extract  of  Malt.  They  are  also  agents  for  *'  So- 
lution ot  FtTrous  Malate,"  and  Bartlett^s  Pile  Suppositories.'' 
Full  information  will  be  cordially  afibrdeu  to  all  applications  by 
mail. 

Concentrated  Crab  Orchard  Water,  prepared  by  evap- 
orating the  natural  water,  is  one  of  Nature's  most  satisfiactory 
and  reliable  alteratives  and  laxatives.  It  is  spoken  of  by  Dr.  L. 
P.  Blackburn,  ex-Governor  of  Kentucky,  in  the  highest  terms. 

Messrs.  Spurlock,  Page  &  Co.,  No.  90  South  Market  St., 
JNashvUle,  Tenn.,  are  among  the  most  reliable  of  the  wholsale 
merchants  of  1  ennessee.  They  have  a  full  and  most  complete 
stock  of  Drugs,  Medicin'es,  Chemicals,  Surgical  Instruments  and 
Pharmaceutical  prc'parations.  Anything  needed  by  the  practic- 
ing physician  or  Burgeon  can  be  found  in  their  establishment; 
and  from  experience,  we  can  heartily  and  cordially  guarantee  sat- 
isfaction to  all  who  may  give  them  a  trial.  Call  and  examine 
their  stock,  or  send  them  an  order,  and  you  will  never  regret  it. 

Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk,  manufactured  by 
Beed  &  Carnrick.  of  New  York,  is  a  most  reliable  preparation. 
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Physicians  who  use  Cod  Liver  Oil,  or  who  have  discoDtinued  its 
use  in  consequence  of  its  offebsiveness  or  its  injury  to  digestion, 
should  not  fail  to  give  this  preparation  consideration.  It  is  so 
far  in  advance  of  the  Emulsions,  and  all  former  preparations  of 
the  Oil,  that  they  bear  no  comparison  with  it. 

Trommer  Extract  of  Malt  Co.,  have  an  advertisement  that 
will  bear  a  careful  reading.  'Ihey  guarantee  uniformity  of 
strength  and  purity  of  their  Extract,  and  are  engaged  exclusive- 
ly in  its  manufacture,  producing  one  quality  only — the  best.  The 
Trommer  Company  was  the  first  to  undertake  the  manufacture 
of  Malt  Extract  in  America,  and  the  first  in  any  country  to  (em- 
ploy improved  processes  in  its  preparation,  with  the  object  of 
preserving  unimpaired  all  the  soluble  constituents  of  carefully 
malted  barley  of  the  best  quality,  including  especially  the  im- 
portant nitrogenous  bodies  which  possesses  the  power  to  digest 
starchy  food. 

Kaline  Compound  Pill,  a  proprietary  preparation,  put  up 
and  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Handly,  White  &  Co.,  of  this 
city,  is  growing  in  popularity  with  astonishing  rapidity.  For 
clinical  results  with  this  preparation,  we  desire  to  refer  our  read- 
ers to  the  preceding  number  of  this  journal,  which  can  had  on 
application  to  Messrs.  Handly,  White  &  Co.,  Church  and  Mar- 
ket Sts.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Messrs.  White,  Williams  &  Co.,  257  Colnmbua  Avenue^  Boh-^ 
toTif  Mass,,  have  an  advertisement  in  this  number,  of  interest  to 
every  practicing  physician  in  the  land.  See  it.  It  speaks  for 
itself. 

Fellows*  Hypo-Phos-Phites  (/Syr ;  Hopophos :  Comp  :  fel- 
lows:), contains  the  Essential  Elements  to  the  Animal  Or^niza- 
tion — Potash  and  Lime;  the  Oxydizing  Agents — Iron  and  Man- 
ganese; the  Tonics — Quinine  and  Strychnine;  and  the  Vitaliz- 
ing Constituent — Phosphorus,  combined  in  the  form  of  a  Syrup, 
with  slight  alkaline  reaction. 

Beef  Peptonoids  is  thus  spoken  of  by  leaders  of  medical 
opinion  :  "  Be*-/  Peptonoids  is  by  far  the  most  nutritious  and  con- 
centrated food  I  have  ever  met  with.  Indeed,  a  palatable  and 
assimilable  and  in  every  way  acceptable  article  of  food,  contain- 
ing nearly  seventy  per  cent,  of  purely  nutritive  nitrogenous  ma- 
terial, has  never  before,  to  my  knowledge,  been  oflfered  to  the 
Medical  Profession  or  to  the  public.'*  Prop.  John  Attfield, 
London. 

''  Beef  Peptonoids  has  an  extremely  high  nutritive  value. 
It  is  easily  digested  and  is  a  valuable  nutritive  food  for  invalids 
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and  convalescents.  Its  odor  and  flavor  surpass  any  preparation 
of  meat  ever  examined  by  me.  It  merits  my  fullest  endorse- 
ment/' Dr.  Stutzer,  Bonn,  Germany,  Director  of  the  Imperial 
Labratory  for  Rhenish  Prussia. 

Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food  is  made  at  Cham,  Switzerland,  by 
the  Anglo-Swiss  Cond.  Milk  Co.  It  is  prescribed  by  leading 
practitioners,  and  used  in  prominent  institutions,  throughout  the 
country.  It  is  a  most  admirable  substitute  for  mother's  milk, 
and  is  used  by  Prof.  J.  Lewis  Smith,  M.  D.,  at  the  New  York 
Infant  Asylum. 

The  Oxford  Retreat  is  a  private  institution  at  Oxford, 
Ohio,  under  the  supervision  of  the  courteous  and  talented  Dr. 
D.  A.  Morse,  for  the  treatment  of  all  forms  of  nervous  and  men- 
tal diseases,  including  Epilepsy,  select  cases  of  Inebriety,  the 
Opium  Habit  and  nervous  diseases  ot  children. 

Syrup  Hypophosphites  Comp.  of  Dr.  McArthur  is  thus  al- 
luded to  by  Prof.  Jno.  S.  Lynch,  of  Baltimore,  Md. :  "  I  now 
prescribe  it  habitually  in  my  private  practice,  and  always  with 
benefit  when  the  cases  are  properly  selected.'* 

Horlick's  Food  is  free  from  starch,  soluble  in  milk  or  water, 
and  needs  no  cooking.  It  is  a  most  excellent  diet  for  nursing 
mothers,  dyspeptics,  consumptives  and  other  invalids. 

The  MoIntosh  Manufacturing  Co.,  make  the  best,  most 
portable,  and  in  every  way  the  most  satisfactory  Battery  for  phy- 
sicians' use,  containing  both  the  Galvanic  and  Farradic  currents. 
Their  Uterine  Supporter  is  suited  to  every  indication  of  Uterine 
Displacements,  combining  a  union  of  external  and  internal  sup* 
port,  adapted  to  the  varying  positions  of  the  body,  and  is  self- 
adjusting. 

,  Green  Springs  Sanitarian,  at  Ghreen  Springs^  OAio,  is  under 
the  charge  of  Dr.  Jno.  F.  Marshall,  formerly  of  The  Riverside, 
near  Cleveland.  A  most  excellent  place  for  the  treatment  of 
nervous  and  mental  disorders,  including  the  Alcohol  and  Opium 
habit. 

Eve's  Surgical  Infirmary  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
New  rooms  in  a  new  building,  new  furniture,  and  every  known 
modern  appliance,  in  the  way  of  Instruments,  Baths,  Appliances, 
Electrical  and  other,  for  the  surgical  treatment  of  diseases.  It 
is  purely  a  Surgical  Infirmary  lor  the  treatment  of  acute  and 
chronic  surgical  diseases.  The  matron  is  experienced,  and  the 
narses  attentive. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  QUARTERLY  MEETING  OF  THE 

TENNESSEE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 

Hdd  at  Nashville,  January  6th,  1885. 


The  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health  met  Tuesday,  January 
6th,  1885,  at  11  A.  M.,  in  the  ofiBce  of  the  Board,  at  the  State 
Capitol.  There  were  present.  Dr.  James  D.  Plunket,  President; 
Professor  James  M.  Safford,  M.  D.,  Vice  President;  Dr.  G.  B. 
Thornton,  of  Memphis ;  Dr.  Daniel  F.  Wright,  of  Clarksville ; 
Hon.  E.  W.  Cole,  of  Nashville,  Dr.  P.  D.  Sims,  of  Chatta- 
nooga. 

The  minutes  of  the  October  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  read  his  report  for  the  quarter  ending  January 
1st,  1885,  and  also  special  reports  from  the  Health  Officers  of 
Memphis,  Nashville;  and  Davidson  County. 

The  Secretary's  report  was  received  and  ordered  filed. 
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Dr.  6.  B.  ThoTDtoQ  read  a  report  upon  the  meetings  of  the 
Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health  at  St.  Louis  and  Wash- 
ington. 

The  report  was  discussed  by  the  Boards  and.  upon  motion  of 
E.  W.  Cole  was  received  and  filed. 

Dr.  Plunket,  Chairman  of  Special  Committee  on  Ozone,  in  a 
verbal  report  stated  that  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Board  he  has  been  active  in  obtaining  the  making  of  regular 
daily  observations  of  Ozone  throughout  the  State. 

Hon.  A.  J.  McWhirter,  Director  of  State  Weather  Service, 
has  extended  every  aid  possible,  and  through  his  cooperation  al- 
ready there  are  twenty-eight  observers  scattered  through  the 
State  making  two  daily  observations — a  night  and  a  day  obser- 
vation. 

The  following  are  their  names,  county,  and  post-office  address: 

Geo.  W.  Robinette,  Quanter,  Claiborne  County. 

Jno.  A.  Cody,*  Knoxville,  Knox  County. 

Foster  Clarke,  Maryville,  Blount  County. 

David  Hart,  Careyville,  Campbell  County. 

S.  E.  Franklin,  Sunbrjght,  Morgan  County. 

J.  T.  Cowden,  Grief,  Bradley  County. 

B.  L.  Goulding,*  Chattanooga,  Hamilton  County. 

T.  L.  Denny,  Cookeville,  Putnam  County. 

W.  K.  Patterson,  Jr.,  McMinnville,  Warren  County. 

S.  P.  Fergusson^  Riddleton,  Smith  County. 

Chas.  F.  Vanderford,  Florence  Station,  Rutherford  County. 

L.  N.  Jesunofsky,*  Nashville,  Davidson  County, 

Rev.  C.  F.  Williams,  Ashwood,  Maury  County. 

Samuel  Stewart,  Clarksville,  Montgomery  County. 

W.  J.  Inman,  Kingston  Springs,  Cheatham  County. 

Frank  Winship,  Pulaski,  Giles  County. 

Sam'l  Donaldson,  Dickson,  Dickson  County. 

Dr.  Cicero  Buchanan,  Waynesboro,  Wayne  County. 

H.  R.  Hinkle,  Savannah,  Hardin  County. 

Dr.  M.  D.  L.  Jordan,  Milan,  Gibson  County. 

A.  S.  Currey,  Trenton,  Gibson  County. 

•U.  S.  Signal  Officers. 
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Prof.  J.  M.  Saflford,  Nashville,  Vand.  Univ.,  Davidson  County. 

J.  A.  Laughlin,  Hurricane  Switch,  Maury  County. 

E.  P.  McNeal,  Bolivar,  Hardeman  County. 

Louis  Hughes,  Dyersburg,  Dyer  County. 

D.  B.  Cummins,  Somerville,.  Fayette  County. 

Dr.  T.  W,  Roane,  Covington,  Tipton  County. 

D.  T.  Flaunery,*  Memphis,  Shelby  County. 

A  number  of  other  names  are  expected  to  be  added  to  this  list 
soon.  The  United  States  Observers  at  Knoxville,  Chattanooga, 
Nashville  and  Memphis  have  also  been  supplied  with  material 
and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
and  they  are  now  actively  engaged  in  making  Ozone  observa- 
tions. The  Committee  had  reprinted  for  distribution  among  the 
Observers  of  the  State  Weather  Service  and  other  volunteer  ob- 
servers, the  valuable  and  instructive  paper  on  "Ozone  in  Nature, 
its  relations,  sources,  and  influences, — a  paper  read  before  the 
British  Meteorological  Society,  June  16th,  1880,  by  John  Mul- 
vaney,M.D.,StaflF  Surgeon  British  Navy," — and  also  one  "Relative 
to  Atmospheric  Ozone  and  the  best  methods  for  its  observation, 
by  A.  W.  Nicholson,  M.  D.,  of  Otisville,  Michigan." 

To  each  observer  your  Committee  have  had  forwarded  by  mail 
a  copy  of  each  of  the  above  papers.  A  copy  of  the  printed  "In- 
structions for  Making  and  Recori'ing  Ozone  Observations,  issued 
to  the  Volunteer  Observers  of  the  Tennessee  Weather  Service  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health;"  a  copy  of  the  lithographed  "Ozone 
Scale"  and  suflScient  quantity  of  the  Schonbein  test-paper  to  last 
each  for  the  four  months  ending  April  1st,  1885.  The  observers 
will  make  their  reports  to  the  Director  of  the  State  Weather 
Service,  and  he  will  embrace  the  same  in  tabular  form  in  the 
monthly  printed  report  issued  from  that  ofiSce.  Thus  will  be 
accumulated  and  preserved  the  data  regarding  Ozone  in  Ten- 
nessee, which  will  at  the  proper  time  be  analyzed,  arranged  and 
reasoned  upon  by  your  Committee  on  Climatology  with  the  view 
of  obtaining,  if  possif^le,  practical  deductions,  especially  so  far  as 
Ozone  may  appear  to  be  related  to  questions  affecting  the  public 
health. 

♦U.  S.  Signal  Offic^r^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


60 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


Dr.  Wright,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  School  Hygiene,  pre- 
sented the  following  special  report: 

Dr.  J.  D.  Flunket,  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Deab  Sir — Having  been  instructed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  to  recommend  a  work  on  Physiology  and  Hygiene  for  use 
as  a  text-book  in  the  public  schools  of  Tennessee,  I  have  care- 
fully examined  many  works  written  for  this  purpose. 

My  advice  in  the  matter  must  necessarily  depend  largely  upon 
the  stage  of  the  school  course  at  which  the  subject  is  introduced. 

The  most  usual  arrangement  in  this  State  is  to  place  it  early  in 
the  Grammar  school  course;  I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  the  right 
place  for  it,  believing  that  it  can  only  be  adequately  treated  as 
one  of  the  select  High  school  subjects ;  but  when  so  introduced, 
the  book  which  seems  to  me  best  adapted  to  the  purpose  is  a 
work  entitled  "The  Human  Body,  a  beginners'  text-book  of 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,^'  by  Prof.  H.  Newell  Mar- 
tin, of  the  Johb  Hopkins  University.  Prof.  Martin  has  no 
superior  in  the  United  States  as  a  scientific  man,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Miss  Hetty  Carey  Martin  has  produced  a  work  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  present  the  subject  to  youthful  minds. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  subject  is  reserved  (as  I  think  best) 
for  the  later  stages  of  High-school  education,  I  assign  eminently 
the  highest  place  to  a  work  by  Dr.  Jerome  Walker,  Lecturer  on 
the  Diseases  of  Children  at  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital. 
This  work  is  entitled  "  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,  a 
manual  for  the  use  of  Schools,  Colleejes  and  General  readers." 

This  work  is  published  by  A.  Lovell  &  Co.,  New  York ;  its 
author  is  doubly  qualified  for  the  work  he  has  undertaken,  as  he 
is  in  the  first  place  a  thoroughly  scientific  man  and  secondly  he 
understands  children,  his  practice  having  been  mainly  among 
them,  and  this  work  itself  being  the  result  of  several  years  lec- 
turing in  the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn. 

If  the  above  work  is  used  in  the  High  Schools  it  may  be 
thought  desirable  to  introduce  some  elementary  instruction  in 
the  primary  schools  to  prepare  the  way  for  it,  nothing  I  think 
could  be  better  than  a  little  manual  published  by  A.  Lovell  & 
Co.,  as  p^rt9  of  a  series  devoted  to  ^^  practical  work  in  the 
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school  room  ^*  entitled  "  A  transcript  of  the  object  lessons  on  the 
human  body/'  given  in  primary  department  Grammar  School  No. 
4%  New  York  City. 

All  these  works  give  special  attention  to  the  evils  of  alcoholic 
beverages^  adapting  their  teaching  on  the  subject  to  the  compre- 
hension of  children  and  young  people  at  the  age  for  which  each 
is  specially  intended;  the  information  on  this  subject  is  reliable, 
not  like  that  frequently  compiled  by  enthusiasts^  much  of  which 
is  in  after  life  found  to  be  unsupported  by  true  science. 

To  recapitulate,  the  works  I  recommend  are, 

1.  Far  primary  classes:  *'A  Transcript  of  Object  Lessons  on  the 
Human  Body,''  published  by  A.  Lovell  &  Co.,  of  New  York. 

2.  For  grammar  schools:  "The  Human  Body,  A  Beginner's  Text- 
book of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,"  published  by 
Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  of  New  York. 

3.  lor  high  schools:  "  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene  "  by 
Jerome  Walker,  M.  D.,  published  by  A.  Lovell  &  Co.,  ot  Astor 
Place,  New  York. 

I  must  not  be  understood  however  as  recommending  all  three  of 
these  works  for  use  in  any  one  school;  on  the  contrary,  where  the 
first  and  third  are  used,  the  second  would  be  superfluous ;  this 
latter  is  only  recommended  where  one  book  alone  on  physiology 
is  used.  I  am  respectfully, 

Daniel  F.  Wright, 
Chairman  Committee  on  School  Hygiene. 

Upon  motion  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  above  report  to  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Paine,  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction. 

The  Secretary  presented  his  bond,  as  required  by  law,  and  upon 
motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  [for  ap- 
proval. 

secretary's  report. 

To  J.  D.  Plufiket,  M.  2).,  President  of  the  Tennessee  State  Board 
of  Health  : 
Sir — It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  closing  months  of 
1884  have  been  unusually  free  from  epidemics,  and  even  from 
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the  apprehension  oi  epidemics  so  far  as  our  own  special  field  is 
concerned. 

Small'Pox, — This  formidable  and  loathsome  affection  w^ch 
for  several  years  past  has  given  much  labor  and  concern  to  all 
Boards  of  Health  in  Tennessee,  and  occasioned  much  expense  in 
certain  localities  where  due  precautions  were  not  observed,  has 
almost  if  not  entirely  disappeared. 

In  this  connection  the  very  efficient  aid  rendered  to  the  Health 
Officers  by  the  enlightened  managers  of  the  trunk  lines  of  rail- 
roads crossing  Tennessee  should  not  be  overlooked;  specially  is 
the  example  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  worthy  of 
imitation. 

In  several  localities  much  apprehension  has  been  caused  by  the 
appearance  ot  diphtheria.  Thus  far  the  danger  has  been  promptly 
met,  and  no  epidemic  outbreak  has  occurred.  The  great  benefits 
arising  from  vigilance,  truthfulness,  isolation  and  disinfection 
are  now  becoming  apparent  to  the  general  public,  and  sanitary 
work  made  much  more  efficient.  However  it  must  be  observed 
that  much  apprehension  is  felt  in  quarters  where  public  health  is 
best  guarded  as  to  dangers  from  this  pestilence  during  the  pres- 
ent winter.  It  follows  that  we  should  be  wide  awake.  The 
warnings  already  given  us  are  significant.  In  this  connection 
the  report  of  W.  C.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer  of  Davidson 
County,  is  of  special  value.  It  follows  and  is  made  part  of  this 
report. 

At  a  time  when  all  Europe  is  on  the  qui  vive  against  the  spread 
of  Asiatic  Cholera  from  the  central  countries  France  and  Italy 
to  the  east  or  to  the  west;  and  when  all  English-speaking  Amer- 
ica is  alarmed  and  watchful  lest  it  should  invade  and  desolate  our 
own  country  in  1885,  a  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health  would 
logically  and  justly  be  held  extremely  derelict  to  duty  if  it  did 
not  enter  heartily  and  effectually  into  all  measures  of  preven- 
tion. 

Hence  very  much  of  my  time  has  been  taken  up  with  work 
coming  under  this  head. 

At  the  October  meeting  of  this  Board,  Drs.  Plunket  and  Thorn- 
ton were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Conference  of  State  Boards 
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of  Health  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  Ocfober  13,  1884.  Dr.  Plun- 
ket's  professional  engagements  precluded  his  attendance  and  by 
his  appointment  as  President  of  the  Board,  I  took  his  place. 
This  Conference  was  held  alongside  of  the  twelth  annual  meeting 
of  the  American  Public  Health  Association^  and  was  composed 
of  men  who*  as  practical  sanitarians  are  favorably  known  in  some 
twenty-five  States.  Two  days  were  devoted  to  full  and  free  com- 
parison of  views,  and  the  results  given  to  the  public  in  a  care- 
fully prepared  report,  which  soon  afterwards  appeared  in  the 
leading  dailies  of  the  land,  and  in  many  professional  journals. 

One  topic  of  overshadowing  importance,  to-wit:  the  province 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  warding  off  the  danger  altogether 
was  deferred  for  fuller  consideration  to  an  adjourned  meeting  in 
Washington  City,  December  10, 1884.  Dr.  Thornton  and  myself 
were  also  punctual  and  faithful  in  attendance  upon  the  two  days' 
session  of  this  Conference. 

Here  two  facts  were  prominent;  First,  the  uniform  and  deep 
impression  among  all  Health  Officers  from  sea-port  towns  that  in 
1885  history  would  repeat  itself.  Publicly  and  privately  I  heard 
no  dissenting  voice.  All  agreed  that  as  in  every  previous  in- 
stance when  Asiatic  Cholera  had  appeared  in  Western  Europe  in 
epidemic  proportions  it  crossed  over  the  waters  so  it  certainly 
would  in  this  case.  Secondly,  The  desire  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment should  avail  itself  of  the  great  resources  placed  within 
its  grasp  by  steamships  and  electric  telegraphs,  and  for  once  make 
a  fair  and  faithful  experiment  as  to  the  possibility  of  keeping  the 
foul  stranger  off  our  shot^s  altogether.  All  agreed  that  now  is 
the  opportunity  for  a  first  class  experimerUum  erucia:  that  the 
American  nation  is  admirably  situated  for  making  the  experi- 
ment, and  that  the  present  Congress  should  make  immediate  and 
ample  provision  for  the  same. 

Unluckily  a  difficulty  arises  as  to  what  hand  shall  conduct  and 
manage  the  experiment.  Upon  this  knotty  question  a  special  re- 
port will  be  presented  by  Dr.  Thornton. 

While  it  is  agreed  that  the  Federal  Government  may  do  much 
towards  preventing  the  importation  of  Asiatic  Cholera ;  and 
while  the^great  cities  like  New  York  may  as  has  been  done  stamp 
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it  out  even  after  it  has  obtained  a  foothold;  yet  by  universal  con- 
sent the  main  dependance  must  be  local  sanitation.  No  one  can 
foresee  what  bundle  of  dirty  clothing  to  be  opened  next  year  will 
contain  the  germs  of  the  pestilence.  No  one  can  certify  that  the 
history  of  1873,  when  two  hundred  cities  and  towns  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  were  severely  afflicted,  will  not  be  repeated. 
Hence  cleanlin£SS|  the  first  requisite  in  the  home,  the  hospital 
and  in  all  sick  rooms  especially,  must  be  the  first  requisite  as  a 
preventive  measure  against  any  disease  which  threatens  the  com- 
munity whether  that  community  be  great  or  small. 

Therefore  I  have  given  much  time,  labor  and  thought  to  stir- 
ring up  an  interest  in  the  establishment  of  local  Boards. 
.  In  November  by  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  I  vis- 
ited Trenton,  where  a  County  Board  was  organized,  as  appears 
by  the  report  made  at  that  time  to  Chairman  Plunket,  herunto 
appended.  A  copy  of  this  report  was  mailed  to  the  Chairman  of 
each  County  Court  in  Tennessee. 

Immediately  after  the  outbreak  in  Paris  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  the  Mayors  of  ninety-three  cities  and 
towns  in  Tennessee: 

Nashville,  November  24th,  1884. 
To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of . 

Sir — Communications  just  received  from  Washington  officially 
announce  the  recent  alarming  outbreak  of  Cholera  in  Paris, 
France,  which  revives  the  well  grounded  apprehension  of  an  in- 
vasion of  America  next  Summer.  It  therefore  becomes  neces- 
sary that  this  office  should  have  prompt  answers  to  the  following 
questions: 

First.  What  steps  have  you  recently  taken  or  are  now  in  pro- 
cess of  executing  to  place  your  community  in  the  best  sanitary 
condition  in  view  of  this  probable  visitation? 

Second.  Have  you  an  efficient  Board  of  Health?  If  not,  it  is 
respectfully  urged  that  you  at  once  take  steps  to  supply  so  indis- 
pensable a  necessity.  Hitherto,  every  epidemic  of  Asiatic  Chol- 
era in  Western  Europe  has  extended  its  ravages  to  America  and 
always  inflicted  severe  blows  upon  many  localities  in  each  divis- 
ion ot  Tennessee. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ORWll^Ati  OOMMttKlcATlOltS.  ^t 

The  State  Board  of  Health  is  required  to  make  a  report  upon 
the  Sanitary  condition  of  its  towns  and  country  early  in  Decem- 
ber.    Hence  prompt  and  full  answers  are  needed/' 

Many  answers  to  the  above  were  received  which  will  appear  in 
the  report  of  the  Board  now  in  press. 

From  Washington  City  I  addressed  an  advance  copy  ot  a 
report  made  to  the  Conftrence  of  State  Boards  of  Health,  Dec- 
ember 11th,  1884,  to  the  editor  of  each  periouical  in  Tennessee. 
This  was  very  widely  circulated  among  the  people  by  our  en- 
lightened and  liberal  press,  which  never  fails  to  put  forward 
every  movement  calculated  to  advance  the  State  and  benefit  the 
people. 

The  additions  made  by  donation  to  our  library  are  unusually 
valuable  as  appears  from  list  appended. 

I  must  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  Executive  Committee  has 
met  almost  d^iily.  It  has  as  requested  by  the  Board  made  all  ar- 
rangements for  bringing  out  the  Report,  1880-1884,  very  soon 
in  good  style. 

Also  it  is  proper  to  state  that  during  my  frequent  official  ab- 
sences from  Nashville  the  office  has  been  kept  open  by  a  compe- 
tent Secretary,  under  the  supervision  and  direction  of  President 
Plunket. 

Valuable  reports  from  Dr.  Charles  Mitchell,  Health  Officer 
of  Nashville,  and  from  Dr.  Geo.  S.  Graves,  Secretary  of  Mem- 
phis Board  of  Health,  are  herewith  submitted.  These,  with 
Health  Officer  Cook's  report,  will  appear  in  full  in  the  Second 
Report  of  this  Board,  now  in  the  printer's  band. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Berbien  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

DR.  G.  B.  Thornton's  report 

On  the  Conferences  of  State  Boards  of  Healthy  held  in  St.  Louis, 

October  13th  and  Ibth  and  in  Washington^  December 

10th  and  Uth,  1884. 

Mr.  President  and  ijfentlemen : 

Being  appointed  a  delegate  with  your  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  Berrien 
Lindsley  to  the  Conference  of  the  State  Boards  of  Health  held 
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in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  13th-15th  during  the  meeting  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Association  in  that  city  Oct.  14th-17th,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report,  that,  the  Conference  was  called  to  order  by 
its  President,  Hon.  Erastus  Brooks,  Oct.  13th. 

The  following  States  were  represented:  Arkansas,  Connecticut, 
Illinois,  Louisiana,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mary- 
land, New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Rhode  Island, 
South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  West  Virginia  and  Ontario, 
Canada;  nineteen  including  Canada. 

'  Besides  the  delegates  from  these  States,  a  number  of  represen- 
tatives from  local  Boards  of  Health  of  Cities  were  present  and 
participated  in  the  discussions. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  draught  a  plan  for  permanent 
organization,  which  was  to  report  at  next  annual  meeting. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  of  this  day  was  consumed  in  dis- 
cussion of  the  prevention  of  the  introduction  into,  and  spread  of 
cholera  in  this  country.  An  interesting  paper  was  read  on  this 
subject  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Ranch,  Secretary  Illinois  State  Board  of 
Health. 

Dr.  Chas.  Smart,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  and  member  of  National 
Board  of  Health,  upon  special  invitation,  made  a  report  detailing 
the  methods  recommended  by  the  National  Board  of  Health  for 
disinfection  and  quarantine.  Also  on  the  best  methods  for  pre- 
venting the  introduction  of  cholera  into  this  country,  and  for  the 
restriction  and  prevention  of  its  spread  from  one  locality  to  an- 
other. Both  of  these  papers  have  been  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Conference,  and  are  in  possession  of  your  Secre- 
tary for  the  use  of  the  Board  if  desired. 

After  the  discussion  of  these  two  papers  the  Confeience  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  16th, 

The  whole  of  this  session  was  consumed  in  verbal  reports  from 
the  members  on  their  organization  and  methods  of  work,  and  the 
special  steps  taken  for  the  prevention  and  spread  of  cholera. 
The  C/onference  adjourned  to  meet  in  Washington,  Dec.  10th. 
All  the  States  represented  at  the  St.  Louis  Conference  were  rep- 
resented at  this  meeting  with  the  exception  of  Arkansas  and 
Texas.    Delegates  were  present  from  North  Carolina  and  Geor- 
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gia,  which  were  not  represented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting.  In 
addition  to  those  from  State  Boards  there  were  a  number  from 
local  Boards,  the  principal  Eastern  cities  being  represented  and 
several  members  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Medical  Corps  were 
present. 

This  Conference  I  regarded  as  the  most  important  one  yet  held, 
inasmuch  as  the  question  of  the  importation  of  cholera  and  the 
leorganization  of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  was  brought 
diiecwly  before  the  Congressional  Committee  on  Public  Health. 
The  first  business  of  importance  done  by  the  Conference  was  the 
appointment  of  three  committees:  one  on  Federal  Legislation 
which  considered  maritime  quarantine,  of  which  Dr.  Walcott,  of 
Massachusetts,  was  Chairman;  one  on  Inter-state  Relations,  of 
which  Dr.  Ezra  M.  Hunt,  of  New  Jersey,  was  Chairman;  and  one 
on  Municipal  Action,  of  which  Dr.  Raymond,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  was  Chairman.  To  these  three  Committees  was  re- 
ferred all  business  which  came  under  their  special  jurisdiction. 

The  first  Committee,  the  one  on  Federal  Legislation,  was  the 
most  important,  and  the  one  the  Conference  and  the  public  gen- 
erally were  most  interested  in,  as  the  question  of  Maritime 
Quarantine  always  an  important  one,  but  especially  so  just  now, 
and  the  framing  of  a  bill  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  looking  to 
the  reorganization  of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  or  the  for- 
mation of  another  National  Health  organization,  was  its  main 
work.  This  Committee  was.  Dr.  Walcott,  of  Massachusetts, 
Chairman;  Drs.  Ranch,  of  Illinois,  Baker,  of  Michigan,  Smith,  of 
New  York  and  Herrick,  of  Louisiana;  to  which  was  added  the 
President,  Hon.  Erastus  Brooks,  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  McCor- 
mack.  Secretary,  of  Kentucky. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned,  and  at  2  o'clock  p.m.,  attended 
a  reception  at  the  White  House  upon  invitation  of  President 
Arthur,  who,  with  his  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Frelinghuyseu, 
gave  it  audience.  The  President  in  a  brief  speech  expressed 
himself  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Conference  as 
far  as  the  prevention  of  the  introduction  of  infectious  diseases 
into  this  country  was  concerned,  and  stated  what  steps  had  been 
taken  by  the  Government  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  cholera 
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through  the  h'nes  of  commerce,  and  that  the  Secretaries  of  State 
and  the  Treasury  would  be  pleased  to  give  audience  to  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Conference  and  hear  from  it  specifically  what 
plans  or  propositions  it  might  have  to  submit,  and  give  it  such 
information  on  the  subject  as  they  might  have,  etc.  The  balance 
of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  committee  work. 

At  10  A.M.  the  following  day  the  Conference  reassembled,  and 
afler  listening  to  verbal  reports  from  the  members  on  their  res- 
pective organization,  work,  etc.,  received  the  rejwrts  of  the  three 
Committees  appointed  at  the  first  days'  session.  The  report  on 
Federal  Legislation  elicited  some  discussion,  and  under  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Chancellor,  of  Maryland,  was 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  further  consideration,  and  to 
submit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  without  further 
reference  to  the  Conference  as  it  would  adjourn  that  evening: 

Resolved,  ''That  so  much  of  the  report  on  Federal  Legislation 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  and  that  the  Committee  be 
increased  by  five,  and  the  Committee  be  directed  to  urge  on  Con- 
gress a  bill  providing  for  the  organization  of  a  health  department 
of  the  United  States.'' 

The  five  additional  members  were  as  follows:  Drs.  J.  C.  Hearne, 
Missouri,  T.  F.  Wood,  North  Carolina,  C.  W.  Chancellor,  Mary- 
land, E.  S.  Elder,  Indiana,  and  G.  B.  Thornton,  Tennessee. 

The  original  bill  as  prepared  by  the  Committee  was  submitted 
to  Senator  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  who  declined  to  consider  it,  as 
it  was  an  original  Act  and  not  an  amendatory  one  of  the  Act  en- 
titled ''an  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious  and  in- 
fectious diseases  into  the  United  States,  and  to  establish  a  Nat- 
ional Board  of  Health;  approved  March  3rd,  1879,"  etc;  he  be- 
ing of  opinion  none  but  an  amendatory  act  would  become  a  law. 
The  Committee  as  enlarged  met  that  evening  and  after  considera- 
ble discussion  adopted  the  accompanying  bill  which  I  submit  as 
a  part  of  this  report. 

This  bill  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  the 
following  day.  It  is  but  just  to  myself  in  this  connection  to 
state  that  this  bill  did  not  meet  with  my  approval,  and  as  there 
was  no  opportunity  to  offer  a  minority  report  or  to  discuss  the 
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sabject  before  the  Conference  I  will  sabmit  my  views  in  this  re- 
port on  reorganization  of  the  National  Board  of  Healthy  if  it 
must  be  reorganized. 

Befbre  going  into  the  Conference  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley^  my 
colleague,  and  myself  discussed  this  subject  and  agreed  ^upon 
what  seemed  to  us  the  most  feasible  solution  of  the  question  of 
National  Board  reorganization. 

It  was  as  follows:  that  there  be  appointed  as  in  the  present 
Boards-one  member  from  the  Army  Medical  Corps,  one  from 
the  Naval  Medical  Corps,  one  from  the  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
one  from  the  Department  of  Justice  and  one  from  civil  life,  who 
should  be  President  and  the  executive  officer  of  the  Board.  These 
members  to  reside  in  Washington  and  to  constitute  an  Executive 
Committee.  This  Board  could  be  enlarged  in  order  to  provide 
for  State  representation,  by  each  State  Board  of  Health  now  in 
existence,  or  hereafter  to  be  formed,  nominating  a  member  through 
its  Governor  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  as  other  members, 
and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  membership  as  regards  voting 
and  participating  in  its  discussions,  but  thi^  State  representative 
to  be  paid  by  his  respective  State. 

That  membership  to  be  voluntary,  should  a  State  decline  such 
representation  it  does  so  at  its  own  option.  This  Board  to  elect 
its  Secretary  whose  duties  are  to  be  merely  clerical,  and  not  to  be 
those  of  an  Executive  officer.  The  salary  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  to  be  determined  by  the  creating  Act. 

This  plan  was  submitted  by  us  to  the  Hon.  Isham  G.  Harris, 
U.  S.  Senate,  and  Hon.  Casey  Young,  of  the  House,  two  gentle- 
men who  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  formation  and  support 
of  the  present  National  Board  of  Health, 

They  both  considered  this  plan  favorably  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  such  a  bill  as  this  might  be  carried  through  both 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Without  wishing  to  lengthen  this  report  beyond  proper  limits 
I  will  offer  what  occurs  to  me  to  be  the  chief  objectional  fea- 
tures to  the  bill  submitted  by  the  Conference  Committee  to  the 
Congressional  Committee  on  Public  Xealth,  a  copy  of  which  I 
now  present  to  you. 
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The  first  eection  provides  that  'Uhere  shall  be  established  a 
Njitional  Board  of  Health  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
State  Board  of  Health  now  established  or  which  may  be  hereafter 
established  in  the  United  States,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  whose  compensation  when  actually 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  duty  under  this  act  shall  be  ten  dol- 
lars per  diem  and  reasonable  expenses'^  etc.  The  Board  to  meet  in 
Washington  annually  and  such  other  times  as  it  might  be  convened 
in  extra  session  on  call  of  its  President  and  Secretary,  etc. 

This  would  involve  a  very  large  expense  by  Congress  and  one 
that  I  thought  would  not  be  acceptable.  It  also  provides  "that 
the  officers  of  the  Board  shall  be  a  Chairman  and  Secretary.  The 
Secretary  shall*  be  the  Executive  officer  and  ex-officio  a  member 
of  the  Board  and  shall  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
office  and  may  be  removed  for  cause,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board,  two-thirds  of  the  full  Board  voting  therefor  and  shall 
receive  such  salary  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Board. 

The  Chairman  with  six  other  members  representing  the  va- 
rious geographical  divisions  of  the  country,  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board,  to  be  elected  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Board  and  at  each  annual  meeting  thereafter;  and 
said  Committee  shall,  and  is  hereby  authorized,  to  exercise  such 
powers  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
Board." 

From  this  it  appears  that  extraordinary  powers  are  conferred 
or  may  be  exercised  by  the  Secretary.  This  Executive  Commit- 
tee residing  such  a  distance  from  Washington,  "representing  the 
various  geographical  divisions  of  the  country"  would  not  be  con- 
venient for  consultation  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  Executive 
officer  would  be  practically  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  plan  suggested  by  Dr.  Lindsley  and  myself  has  met  with 
very  little  favor  so  far  as  I  know  among  sanitarians,  all  seem  to 
want  a  National  Health  organization  but  there  is  great  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  character  and  composition  of  that  or^niza- 
tion.  The  chief  objections  1  hear  against  the  plan  we  propose 
is,  that  the  dissentions  an^  jealousies  engendered  in  the  present 
National  Board  by  the  members  from  those  official  bodies  were 
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elementb  of  weakness  to  it,  and  the  same  feelings  may  arise  again 
from  this  source  in  the  proposed  reorganized  Boerd  therefore  it 
is  thought  best  to  exclude  them  altogether. 

Another  objection  offered  is  that  the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine 
Hospital  Service  does  not  represent  any  section  of  the  country, 
and  should  not  be  diverted  from  their  legitimate  sphere  of  duty. 
I  cannot  see  just  grounds  for  these  objections. 

Some  dissentions  may  have  arisen  among  the  members  of  the 
present  B<»ard^  but  the  same  may  be  said  of  any  similar  body  and 
such  causes  for  dissention  may  never  arise  again.  Individual 
aspirations  and  the  fancied  infringement  of  ^e^or  a  National 
Health  organization  upon  the  assumed  official  prerogatives  of  a 
department  may  have,  and  doubtless  has  had,  an  influence  in 
arousing  hostility  to  such  an  organization,  but  such  antagonisms 
can  and  should  be  reconciled,  peaceably  if  it  can  be  done  but 
forcibly  if  it  must. 

So  far  from  the  three  named  official  bodies  not  representing 
any  section  of  the  country  I  regard  as  no  argument  but  merely 
captions  opposition,  for  on  the  contrary  they  being  National  or- 
ganizations represent  alike  all  sections.  One  point  more  and  I 
will  close.  It  is  suggested  that  a  single  health  commissioner 
a  kind  of  Cabinet  officer,  would  solve  the  vexed  question, 
but  this  is  such  a  radical  departure  from  the  original  Act 
creating  the  National  Board  of  Health  that  it  would  be  no  reor- 
ganization, but  an  obliteration  of  the  whole  present  plan  and  the 
substitution  in  lien  thereof  another  new  and  untried  experiment. 

For  the  sake  of  the  promotion  of  sanitary  science  and  the 
public  health  interest  throughout  the  whole  country,  and  none 
needs  it  more  than  the  Mississippi  Valley  in  which  we  are  dir- 
ectly interested,  it  is  hoped  that  some  efficient  plan  of  National 
Health  organization   may  be  adopted  by  the  present  Congress. 
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A  CASE  OF   ACUTE   PURULENT  SYNOVITIS   IN   A 
CHILD  OF  TWO  MONTHS. 


BY 
H.   BERLIN,   M.   D.,   CHATTANOOGA,   TENN. 


Volkmani^  reports  nearly  fifty  oases  of  acate  purulent  synovi- 
tis ip  children. 

This  sort  of  joint  affection  whose  setiology  is  still  utterly  un- 
known, occurs  mostly  in  children  under  two  years  of  age,  and  is 
not  traceable  to  any  of  those  diseases  which  are  usually  followed 
by  purulent  synovitis;  such  as  small-pox,  measles,  scarlatina, 
dysentery,  typhus,  epidemic  parotitis;  even  syphilis  and  trauma 
may  be  positively  excluded. 

It  always  occurs  in  one  joint  only,  and  generally,  and  most 
severely,  in  the  knee;  but  the  shoulder,  elbow,  hip  and  foot,  are 
also  subject  to  the  affection. 

Volkmann  gives  the  clinical  course  of  the  disease  as  follows : 
a  perfectly  healthy  child  is  attacked  suddenly  with  more  or  less 
fever  and  pain  irom  inflammation  of  one  of  the  larger  joints, 
without  known  cause,  traumatic  or  otherwise.  The  joint  fills 
quickly  with  fluid;  the  soft  parts  around  the  joint  show  phleg- 
monous swelling  and  reddening.  When  this  condition  has  ex- 
isted several  days  an  incision  is  made  or  the  joint  breaks  open 
itself;  in  either  it  discharges  a  strong  mucous  synovial  pus. 

Id  cases  in  which  the  incision  is  made  early  we  find  the  syno- 
vial fluid  of  the  consistency  of  the  thick  discharge  from  the  nasal 
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membrane;  of  a  gelatinous  appearance,  and  mixed  with  thick 
yellow  pus  streaks.     In  later  stages  we  find  more  clear  pus. 

We  make  a  large  incision — which,  since  the  introduction  of 
the  antiseptic  method,  is  always  done — so  that  by  holding  back 
the  edges  of  the  wound  we  can  see  clearly  into  the  joint,  we  find 
the  synovia  much  swollen,  and  very  red ;  the  cartilage  is  always 
intact.  The  synovia  will  often  be  found  to  have  pushed  its 
ohemosed  edges  over  the  limbus  of  the  cartilage. 

In  a  majority  of  cases  the  course  of  the  disease  is  favorable, 
the  healing  follows  generally  without  ankylosis, and  with  little  or 
DO  diminution  of  the  mobility  of  the  joint. 

Sometimes  we  meet  with  cases  where  spontaneous  opening  does 
not  take  place  and  the  incision  is  made  too  late,  in  which  event 
the  cartilage  is  already  partially  destroyed,  which  must  produce 
interference  with  motion  and  partial  or  complete  ankylosis.  More 
frequently  the  copious  suppuration  produces  sub-luxation  of  the 
knee-joint,  or  total  luxation  of  the  hip-joint. 

Volkmann,  in  a  number  of  the  latter  cases,  has  replaced  the 
joint  after  incision  and  discharge  of  pus,  and  with  comparatively 
good  results. 

The  only  authors  who  have  ever  written  of  this  disease  are 
Volkmann  and  his  assistant,  F.  Krause,  and  both  wished  to  have 
it  called  catarrhal  synovitis,  claiming  as  characteristic  of  it,  that 
no  parenchymatous  changes  ^'  of  the  parts ''  constituting  the  joint 
occur. 

Virchow,  in  the  discussion  which  was  called  forth  by  his  arti- 
cle on  catarrhal  ulcers  objected  to  the  name  catarrhal  synovitis, 
and  held  that  the  term  catarrh  should  be  used  only  as  descriptive 
of  the  secretive  process  of  the  mucous  membranes.  As  opposed 
to  this,  Krause  maintains,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  analogy  ex- 
ists between  joint  afiection  and  catarrhal  affection. 

In  No.  42  of  the  Berlin  Clinical  Wochenschift,  Krause  says: 
The  process  is  almost  without  exception  superficial,  the  secretion 
being  from  the  surface,  only,  of  the  synovia.  The  parenchyma 
of  the  parts  constituting  the  joint  are  almost  universally  unaffec- 
ted. 

The  seoretion  of  th^  pyoovia  always  contains  mucine  and  bears 
2fiP.  „         , 
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strong  reeemblance  to  the  secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane^ 
notably  those  of  the  nose. 

Reasoning  upon  this  analogy  we  would  approve  the  use  of  the 
term  catarrhal  synovitis. 

The  absence  of  glands  in  the  synovial  membrane  can  not  be 
taken  into  consideration^  as  Virchow  himself  shows,  as  there  are 
several  mucous  membranes^  in  connection  with  which  the  term 
catarrh  is  used,  in  which  none  or  scarcely  any  glands  are  found, 
as  the  gall  bladder. 

In  the  question  of  joint  aflfections,  the  secretion  is  without  ex- 
ception, produced  by  the  unaffected  superficies  of  the  synovia,  and 
the  secretion,  physically  and  chemically,  bears  the  ch>sest  resem- 
blance to  the  catarrhal  secretions  of  certain  mucous  membranes, 
so  that  the  only  difference  between  a  catarrhal  affection  of  the 
synovia  and  of  a  mucous  membrane  is,  that  in  one  case  an  epithe- 
lia  and  in  the  other  an  endothelial  superficies  is  present — that  in 
one  case  the  product  of  the  catarrh  can  pass  off,  and  in  the  other 
is  retained  in  closed  cavities. 

Yolkmann  only  suggests  the  name  catarrhal  synovitis  as  one 
to  be  used  until,  with  a  better  knowledge  of  its  etiology,  a  fitter 
can  be  found. 

Krause  recently  reported  two  cases  of  this  disease  in  which  he 
made  a  microscopic  examination  of  micro-organisms.  He  found, 
by  this  examination  a  chain-forming  micrococcus,  which  in  its 
appearance  under  the  microscope,  its  manner  of  development,  in 
thenourishingfluid,resembles  Rosenbachs  streptococcus  pyogenus; 
and  exactly  the  kettencoccus  which  Soffler  found  as  accidentally 
the  companion  of  diphtheria. 

Repeated  injections  of  these  cultivated  micrococci  in  the  jug- 
ular vein  of  the  rabbit  in  no  case  produced  any  joint  affection* 
But  Krause  believes  positively  that  they  do  possess  pathogenic 
power.  By  inoculation  under  the  skin  of  the  mouse  he  produced 
abscess  and  by  inoculation  of  the  cornea,  keratitis. 

The  case  which  1  wish  to  report  is  as  follows :  In  July  last 
my  partner.  Dr.  Barkley,  was  called  to  see  a  child,  »t.  two  mos., 
well  nourished,  and  health,  since  birth,  unexceptionable ;  no  his- 
tory of  syphilis  or  of  a  scrofulops  taiat  in  either  parent.    The 
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mother  said  the  child  was  fretful,  and  she  said  also  that  it  cried, 
as  if  in  pain,  when  the  left  leg  was  touched.  Dr.  B.  found  the 
knee  somewhat  swollen;  tender  on  pressure;  leg  semi-flexed; 
temp,  a  little  above  normal;  no  signs  of  an  external  injury  could 
be  detected,  and  parents  could  throw  no  light  on  the  subject. 
Chloral  hydrate  was  prescribed  and  the  knee  ordered  to  be  pain- 
ted with  elastic  colodion  and  iodoform.  At  the  expiration  of 
three  days  we  saw  the  patient  together.  Found  the  swelling 
much  increased ;  knee  hot;  patella  floating;  marked  fluctuation; 
temp.  103 ;  leg  flexed  at  a  right  angle.  We  made  a  free  incision 
on  the  outer  aspect  of  the  knee,  a  little  above  the  upper  half  of 
patella,  and  evacuated  a  large  quantity  of  serum  and  pus.  An 
elastic  catheter  was  then  introduced  and  the  cavity  thoroughly 
washed  out  with  a  bichloride  solution.  Then  a  drainage  tube 
was  put  in,  absorbent  cotton  applied  and  limb  bandaged.  For 
eight  days  the  cavity  was  washed  out  through  the  drainage 
tube,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  suppuration  ceased,  tube 
was  removed,  and  wound  closed  by  a  piece  of  gum  plaster,  and 
in  a  few  days  was  completely  healed  up.  The  motion  of  the 
joint  is  now  perfect,  and  no  difierence  between  it  and  its  fellow 
can  be  detected.     The  child's  general  condition  is  splendid. 


USE  OF  JAMAICA  DOGWOOD  IN  NEURALGIA  FOL- 
LOWED  BY  UTERINE  HiEMORRHAGE. 


r- 

BY 
C.   P.   MCNABB,   M.   B.,   OF   GAMBLERS  STOBE,   TENN. 


On  the  morning  of  Oct.  28th,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  A. — ,  a 
robust,  healthy  looking  woman,  set.  32,  mother  of  five^children. 
On  arrival  found  her  suffering  extremely  with  trigeminal  neu- 
ralgia ;  pulse  84 ;  temp.  99*5.  Upon  inquiry  I  learned  the  fol- 
lowing history  of  her  case :  On  the  moroing'of  Sept.  23rd  she 
had  given  birth  to  a  large  male  child  after  three  hours  labor. 
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The  midwife  in  attendance  had  "  considerable  difficulty  "  in  de- 
livering the  placenta,  and  although  there  was  not  more  hemorr- 
hage than  was  usual  with  her,  she  suffered  very  much  with  af- 
ter pains  for  several  days ;  longer  and  more  severely  than  ever 
before,  and  when  the  ^^ pains  ^^  ceased  the  supra-orbital  neuralgia 
began. 

Thinking  her  trouble  was  of  septic- origin  I  made  a  digital  ex- 
amination to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  uterus.  The  process 
of  involution  was  well  advanced,  and  the  lochia  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared. 

I  relieved  the  pain  by  morphia  hypodermically,  then  pre- 
scribed the  following  if  pain  returns : 

Bf    Jamaica  dogwood,  fl.  ezt S  iv 

8ig.  Take  from  30  drops  to  teaspoonful  every  hour  until  re- 
lieved. Her  neuralgia  returning  in  the  evening  she  used  the 
remedy  as  prescribed  for  four  hours,  with  the  effect  of  relieving 
the  pain  altogether ;  but  slight  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus  made 
its  appearance.  This  I  thought  most  probably  the  regular  cata- 
menial  flow,  the  patient  being  unusually  plethoric,  and  having 
menstruated  regularly  while  nursing  her  last  child.  Ordered  the 
remedy  continued  should  pain  return.  Some  24  hours  afterward, 
pretty  severe  pain  returned  to  the  right  orbit,  the  remedy  was 
again  administered,  and  30  minims  repeated  in  an  hour;  the  pain 
was  again  relieved  but  the  hemorrhage  was  increased  to  an  alarming 
degree.  Upon  arrival  I  administered  ergot,  this  controlled  the 
hemorrhage;  then  prescribed 

'fy     Jamaica  dogwood  fl.  ext^ Sij* 

Fl.  ext.  Ergot i  j. 

M.S. 

Take  a  teaspoonful  every  hour  when  pain  exists,  until  relieved. 
This  controlled  the  pain  and  hemorrhage,  after  which  there  was 
no  further  trouble. 

The  point  of  interest  in  this  case  is,  that  this,  in  my  experi- 
ence, most  excellent  remedy  in  that  particular  form  of  neuralgia, 
(of  6th  pair  of  nerves),  must  be  administered  with  caution  in  all 
cases  of  existing,  or  where  from  surroundinc:  circumstances  we 
might  anticipato  uterine  hemorrhage. 
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FREE  MEDICINE. 


BY 

J.   W.  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  OF  SMTBNA,  TENN. 


Editob  Sottthebn  Practitioner. — Let  me  explain  to  your 
northwestern  correspondent,  away  up  yonder  in  cold  Iowa — Dr. 
W.  C.  Maxey — what  we  mean  by  Free  Medicine,  and  how  beau- 
tifally  it  works  down  with  us  in  old  Tennessee.  When  we  say 
free  medicine,  we  mean  that  everything,  in  regard  to  the  qualifi- 
cation, the  rules  of  conduct,  and  the  standard  of  honor,  in  those 
who  practice  medicine,  shall  be  lefl  to  medical  men ;  in  other 
words,  '^  To  medical  men  belong  medical  things.^' 

We  want  no  state  laws,  or  fitting  Boards,  to  say  who  shall 
practice  the  healing  art  with  us.  All  that  is  asked  of  a  new 
Doctor,  is,  has  he  a  diploma,  is  he  a  graduate  of  a  respectable 
school  of  medicine?  etc.  Then  our  people  give  him  a  chance,  or 
trial,  and  if  there  is  anything  in  him,  he  is  sustained,  but  if  he 
b  not  qualified,  not  gifted  in  the  healing  art,  it  is  soon  found  out, 
and  he  pulls  up  and  *'  vamous  the  ranche.''  That  is  all  there  is 
of  it.  Just  so  with  our  preachers,  evangelists.  Doctors  of  Divin- 
ity, all  stand  on  their  merits,  no  State  laws  about  the  matter,  the 
rules  of  each  denomination  of  Christians  governing  in  the  qualt 
ification  of  those  who  fill  our  sacred  desks.  And  our  law  schools 
give  a  diploma  to  a  law  student,  and  that  admits  him  to  practice 
in  our  courts,  without  any  other  examination.  So  you  see  here 
are  the  three  learned  professions,  the  D.D's,  M.D's  and  LL.  D's, 
all  practicing  and  laboring  in  their  separate  callings,  without  any 
interference  on  the  part  of  our  "  granu  old  Commonwealth,''  only 
she  protects  all  in  their  legitimate  business.  And  it  can  be  said, 
without  boasting,  that  we  have  now,  in  the  good  old  City  of 
Eocks — Nashville — two  as  able  and  thorough  schools  of  Medi- 
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cine,  as  can  be  found  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains.  Men 
eminent  in  every  department  of  medicine,  teachers  of  the  very 
finest  and  highest  qualifications,  fill  all  the  Chairs^  in  both  schools. 
Then  our  every  day  practitioners  of  medicine  are,  many  of 
them,  men  of  learning  and  skill,  men  who  are  highly  qualified 
in  surgery,  obstetrics,  and  the  general  practice.  A  regular  quack 
or  a  sort  of  freebooter  in  medicine,  the  kind  who  seem  to  infest 
our  great  northwest,  could  not  make  an  honest  living  down  here, 
in  our  sunny  South.  None  of  the  '^  seven  hundred  fraudulent 
physicians,''  who  skipped  out  of  Illinois,  ever  showed  themselves 
in  Tennessee,  they  must  have  all  gone  to  Iowa,  to  worry  and  fret 
Dr.  Maxey.     They. wont  come  here. 


S^teqtian^. 


Food  for  the  Dyspeptic. — Dr.  J.  Milner  Fothergill,  in  one 
of  his  recent  letters  to  the  Philadelphia  Medioai  Times,  gives  the 
following  practical  hints  on  this  subject : 

''  Not  only  in  conditions  of  acute  disease,  where  the  digestion 
is  almost  annihilated,  but  in  some  very  pronounced  cases  of  more 
chronic  character,  the  subject  of  feeding  the  patient  is  one  of 
paramount  importance.  Milk  is  our  sheet-anchor,  doubtless; 
but,  unfortunately,  milk  is  distasteful  to  many  persons ;  while  it 
is  apt  in  certain  cases  to  curdle  so  firmly  in  the  stomach  that  the 
curd  n.ever  falls  to  pieces  again  until  voided  per  anum,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  is  worthless  as  a  food ;  while  the  firm  curd  is 
a  source  of  irritation  to  the  bowels,  setting  up  diarrhoea,  and  in 
cases  of  enteric  fever  even  endangering  the  patient's  life  by  the 
possibility  of  tearing  the  bowels  at  some  spot  weakened  by  ulcer- 
ation. Not  even  where  the  precaution  is  taken  of  mixing  it 
with  an  alkali,  as  Seltzer  water,  or  Vichy,  or  Yals  water,  can 
this  risk  be  entirely  obviated.  At  the  London  Fever  Hospital 
in  order  to  avoid  too  firm  curdling  and  the  consequential  dangers 
thereof,  some  farinaceous  material  is  added  to  the  milk,  so  tha 
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the  cura  will  not  be  too  firm  for  subsequent  disintegration.  What 
is  often  wanted  is  something  which  will  sit  easily  upon  the  stom- 
ach (for,  if  it  do  not,  it  is  soon  rejected  by  vomiting),  and  at  the 
same  time  require  but  a  minimum  of  the  digestive  act.  This 
last  is  of  cardinal  importance.  •  Such  a  food  should  contain  ma- 
terial readily  convertible  into  grape-sugar,  a  certain  proportion 
of  albuminoids,  and  some  fat.  Milk,  with  baked  flour,  comes 
nearly  to  this  standard.  By  the  act  of  baking,  starch  is  advanced 
on  its  way  to  grape-sugar.  Crusts  of  bread,  the  well-baked  outer 
portion  of  the  loaf,  soaked  in  hot  water,  and  mixed  with  milk, 
present  a  form  of  starch  requiring  little  saliva  to  complete  its 
conversion  into  grape-sugar.  The  different  *  baby-foods,'  too, 
present  great  advantages  as  food  for  those  who  are  either  pro- 
nouncedly dyspeptic,  or  whose  digestion  is  partly^  impaired  by 
acnte  disease.  Where  fluid  food  alone  can  be  taken,  the  contact 
with  the  salivary  diastase  is.  too  brief  to  be  of  much  service ;  and, 
unless  the  starchy  materials  have  had  some  previous  acquaintance 
with  diastase,  they  will  in  all  probability  be  voided  unchanged. 
Probably  in  acute  disease  little  diastase  is  formed,  whether  salivary  or 
pancreatic.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  well  to  be  upon  the  safe  side 
by  giving,  as  food,  farinaceous  material  which  has  already  been 
acted  upon  by  diastase.  Such  a  food  is  malt  extract,  under  what- 
ever name  it  is  sold.  A  good  malt  extract  is  a  valuable  food, — 
a  costly  food,  doubtless,  but  a  food  of  priceless  value  at  times  of 
emergency.  We  are  accustomed  to  look  at  malt  extracts  too 
purely  from  their  diastatic  point  of  view ;  that  is,  as  artificial  di- 
gesters of  starch  by  their  free  diastase.  But  they  possess  a  value 
beyond  that,  which  is  scarcely  sufficiently  recognized.  Even 
where  the  diastase  has  been  to  a  large,  extent  killed  by  careless 
preparation,  there  remain  the  albumenoids  in  soluble  form,  the 
phosphates  in  like  form,  and  so  much  maltose  or  digested  starch. 
Consequently  a  malt  extract  is  a  very  valuable  food,  and,  what  is 
more,  a  food  which  sits  well  upon  the  stomach  in  almost  all  in- 
stances. Indeed,  in  a  very  bad  case,  seen  some  months  ago,  the 
medical  man  in  attendance  upon  the  case  had  tried  every  food 
which  the  patient  could  tolerate,  except  malt  extract ;  and  the 
only  thing  left  for  me  to  suggest  was,  that  a  teaspoonful  of  malt 
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extract  be  given  every  hour.  This  was  done:  the  stomach  did 
not  resent  the  presence  of  so  small  a  bulk ;  and  afcer  a  fortnight 
other  food  could  be  taken^  and  soon  the  patient  got  quite  well. 

In  fact^  in  very  grave  gastric  cases  malt  extract  is  a  food  which 
may  often  be  resorted  to  when  almost  at  one's  wit's  end  what  to 
do.  This  fiKMl  can  be  taken  either  alcne^  or  mixed  with  milk  or 
with  Seltzer  water,  as  the  patient  pleases,  and  can  either  form 
part  of  a  meal,  or  be  taken  betwixt  meals,  or  it  can  be  added  to 
beef-tea  or  chicken-broth.  8ueh  meat  tea  alone  has  a  very^small 
food- value;  but  the  addition  of  baked  flour  or  malt  extract 
makes  a  mighty  difference,  and  the  combination  constitutes  a  cap- 
ital food.  In  cases  of  phthisis  where  the  digestion  is  upset,  and 
there  is  a  palpable  danger  of  the  patient  sinking  from  inantion, 
such  food  is  indicated,  and  is  usually  well  borne.  It  may  alter- 
nate with  mitk  with  advantage.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
just  as  a  variety  of  food  is  craved  for  by  people  in  health,  so  some 
variety  is  relished  by  the  dyspeptic^  Milk  with  Seltzer  water 
may  precede  some  beef-tea  with  baked  flour,  and  that  again  be 
followed  by  some  compound  food  containing  maltose,  with  milk. 
Then  some  stewed  fruit  may  be  given  in  such  cases  where  it  agrees 
with  the  patient.  But  cane  sugar  is  very  apt  to  undergo  acetous 
fermentation  in  the  stomach,  and  so  give  rise  to  much  acidity,and 
hence  is  contra-indicated  in  many  ca^es.  But,  where  it  can  be 
taken,  the  juice  of  stewed  fruit  makes  a  pleasant  change;  though, 
unfortunately,  this  is  not  often  the  case.  More  frequently  the 
changes  must  be  rung  on  milk  and  malt  preparations.  Maltose 
differs  widely  from  cane-sugar  in  the  liability  of  undergoing  ace- 
tous fermentation  in  the  stomach,  rarely  if  ever  undergoing  that 
change.  Of  course,  there  is  another  matter  to  be  attended  to, 
which  is  not  unimportant;  and  this  is,  that,  as  only  a  small  bulk 
of  food  can  be  taken  at  once,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  provide 
the  patient  with  a  sufficiency  of  nourishment,  that  these  little 
meals  should  be  taken  at  frequent  intervals.  About  one-third  of 
a  pint  at  once,  every  two  hours,  is  enough  to  start  with ;  and,  as 
the  stomach  gains  power,  the  quantity  can  be  increased.  But,  as 
variety  is  pleasant  to  all,  a  little  white-fish  boiled  may  be  added 
to  the  'baby- foods'  after  a  certain  amount  of  improvement  has 
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been  attained.  It  is  as  well,  however,  to  remember  the  old  prov- 
erb, '  The  more  haste,  the  less  speed ; '  for  never  is  the  truth  of 
the  adage  more  forcibly  illustrated  than  in  the  case  of  dyspepsia, 
where  precipitancy,  and  anxiety  to  get  on,  very  commonly  defeat 
their  own  aim.  A  little  bismuth  with  soda  and  nva-vomioa  is  a 
good  combination,  so  far  as  medicines  are  concerned,  to  commence 
with.  But  ipecacuanha  is  the  drug  par  exceUenee  when  it  can  be 
borne.  That  this  is  an  hepatic  stimulant  of  no  mean  power  is 
now  generally  admitted.  It  is  notorious  that  in  full  doses  ipeca- 
cuanha is  an  emetic.  In  smaller  doses  it  increases  the  activity  of 
the  gastric  secretion,  while  stimulating  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
stomach.  Consequently  it  is  a  drug  of  great  potency  in  cases  of 
deficient  power  in  the  digestive  organs ;  and,  as  a  pill,  two-thirds 
of  a  grain  of  ipecacuanha,  with  a  dose  of  strychnia,  a  little  black 
pepper  in  extract  of  gentian,  or  aloes  and  myrrh  pill,  or  com- 
pound colocynth  pill,  according  to  the  state  of  the  bowels,  is  in 
constant  use  with  me  in  cases  of  indigestion.  By  it  before  meals, 
and  pepsin  pills  afler,  the  number  being  regulated  by  the  patient's 
necessities,  and  a  suitable  regimen,  ordinary  cases  of  indigestion 
can  be  made  to  move  on  satisfactorily.  But  there  is  a  lower 
stratum  than  this;  viz.,  a  class  of  cases  where  only  the  most 
easily  digested  foods  can  be  taken  at  all, — where  the  stomach 
cannot  be  bullied,  and  where  compromise  alone  is  practicable.  In 
these  very  troublesome  cases  *  baby- foods'  are  our  sheet-anchor 
to  start  with.  And  even  when  something  approaching  an  ordi- 
nary meal  can  be  taken  in  small  quantities,  a  glass  of  milk,  with 
some  good  malt  extract  in  it, — about  two  hours  after  the  meal, 
when  the  contents  of  the  stomach  are  passing  the  pyloric  ring, — 
is  a  good  addition  to  it.  The  increasing  failure  of  digestive 
power  of  the  present  day  calls  into  action  the  skill  of  the  chem- 
ist; and,  fortunately  for  dyspeptics,  the  chemist  possesses  the 
skill.'' 

Is  Typho-Malarial  Fever  a  Special  Type  op  Fever?* 
— '*Is  typho-malarial  fever  a  special  type  of  fever?"  Is  there 
any  such  disease?    Dr.  J.  R.  Woodward,  in  his  work  on  Camp 

*itead  before  the  Tri-State  Medical  Association. 
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I)is6&8to  bi  tiie  tfnited  States  Army,  in  1883,  gave  this  natne  to  d 
group  of  cases  which  be  saw  occurring  among  the  soldiers  on  the 
Chickahominy,  He  styled  it  a  "new  hybrid/'  and  even  thought 
that  he  discovered  certain  peculiarities  which  characterized  the 
morbid  anatomy  of  Peyer^s  patches,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
recognize  this  fever  by  the  post-mortem  appearances  alone.  In 
his  opinion  it  was  a  composite  fever,  a  cross  between  typhoid  and 
malarial  fever. 

A  board  of  medical  officers  convened  at  Washington  City  in 
1862,  to  propose  a  system  of  reports  for  the  preparation  of  the 
medical  history  of  the  war,  adopted  this  term  of  typho- malarial 
fever  in  their  nomenclature.  The  nomenclature  of  the  board  was 
made  official,  and  the  medical  men  of  the  Union  Army  were  re- 
quired to  adopt  it,  and  in  this  way  it  became  a  fixture  as  an  ex- 
ponent of  a  pathological  condition.  Although  this  nomenclature 
was  adopted  by  the  medical  department  of  the  Union  Army,  it 
has  not  confined  itself  to  them  alone,  as  we  now  see  in  our  weekly 
mortuary  reports  numerous  deaths  from  typho-malarial  fever,  and 
the  non-professional  have  become  so  tamiliar  with  the  term  that 
they  report  their  friends  down  with  "typhoid-malarial  fever.'* 

This  has  produced  great  confusion  already  in  our  nomenclature, 
and  is  daily  growing  worse ;  and  it  behooves  all  medical  men  to 
put  a  stop  to  it.  No  such  disease  as  typho-malarial  fever  now  or 
ever  has  existed,  save  in  the  minds  of  mistaken  men. 

Dr.  Roberts  Bartholow,  Professor  of  Therapeutics  and  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Jefierson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  wrote  a 
paper  in  opposition  to  Dr.  Woodward's  specific  claim,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  medical  volume  issued  by  the  United  States  Sani- 
tary Commission  in  1867.  Dr.  Bartholow  then  contended  that 
Dr.  Woodward  was  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  morbid  anat- 
omy of  typhoid  presented  any  peculiar  features  in  consequence  of 
a  malarial  complication.  Dr.  Woodward  seems  finally  to  have 
realized  that  he  was  in  error,  but  it  took  him  iust  ten  years  to 
find  it  out,  and  in  a  paper  which  he  read  before  the  International 
Medical  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  in  1876,  he  says:  ''And  this 
brings  me  at  length  to  answer  the  question,  '  Is  typho-malarial 
fever  a  special  type  of  fever  ?*  and  I  reply,  unhesitatingly,  that  it 
is  not.*' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Nothing  IS  mote  unfortunate  than  a  loose  nomenclature  or  false 
diagnosis.  The  question  naturally  arises,  Why  this  misleading 
and  confusing  misnomer  should  have  occurred  to  Dr.  Woodward, 
and  why  should  it  still  be  used  by  some  o^  our  good  doctors  at 
present? 

We  know  that  typhoid  fever  is  a  continued  fever;  but,  studied 
clinically,  is  subject  to  many  variations,  apparently  differing  from 
the  typical  typhoid  of  Louis.  In  our  section  of  the  country,  the 
malarial  fevers  have  held  high  carnival,  an4  only  in  the  past  few 
years  have  I  noticed  the  prevalence  of  typhoid.  Tjie  latter  sei-ms 
to  follow  on  the  heels  of  the  former.  The  malarial  fevers  are  the 
pioneers  who  ply  their  trade  among  the  frontiersmen  and  the 
settlers  of  a  country,  while  typhoid  fever  is  the  disease  of  civili- 
zation and  old  countries  where  crowded  prisons  and  overwork 
leave  the  human  system  unstrung.  The  two  poisons  seem  to  be 
antagonistic,  and  do  not  exert  their  influence  in  an  equal  degree 
on  a  system  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  typhoid  germ  seems 
to  be  the  stronger  or  more  powerful  of  the  two,  and  when  it 
enters  the  human  system,  should  the  malarial  influence  have 
been  present,  it  loses  its  sway  and  yields  to  the  typhoid  type. 

Some  of  our  older  authorities,  such  as  Professor  Dickson,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  imagined  they  could  de- 
tect a  modifying  impress  of  malarial  fever  over  typhoid  fever,  as 
do  many  of  our  medical  men  of  the  present  day ;  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  want  of  pains-taking,  careful  bed  side 
observation  has  contributed  largely  to  the  formation  of  this 
opinion.  They  had  no  fever  thermometers  in  the  time  of  Drake 
and  Dickson,  but  at  present  the  diurnal  revolutions  of  the  human 
system  should  be  familiar  to  every  educated  physician,  and  no 
fever  can  now  be  regarded  as  absolutely  continued  without  diur- 
nal remissions  and  exacerbations  of  the  body  heat.  Since  the  use 
of  the  fever  thermometer  has  made  us  familiar  with  typhoid 
fever,  we  find  it  is  a  remitting  fever,  and  the  free  sweating  which 
characterizes  it,  causes  it  to  simulate  malarial  fever  greatly ;  par- 
ticularly is  this  true  during  the  first  week  in  some  cases  of 
typhoid  fever ;  during  this  time,  constipation  often  exists,  and 
gurgling  in  the  right  iliac  fossa  is  wanting,  while  diarrhoea  and 
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gurgling  in  the  right  iliao  fossa  may  be  present  in  some  cases  of 
malarial  fever.  In  the  first  few  days  and  the  last  week  of 
typhoid  fever  there  are  marked  symptoms  and  exacerbations^  and 
if  seen  only  at  thescr  times  might  prove  very  confusing. 

In  order  that  we  may  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature^  that  she 
may  see  herself  in  her  feverish^  confused  state^  let  us  turn^  for  a 
moment^  to  the  consideration  of  the  types  of  malarial  fever  we 
have  to  deal  with  daily,  and  see  if  we  cannot  draw  a  line  of  de- 
marcation between  these  two  types  of  fever.  We  know  that  the 
order  of  our  malarial  fevers  are,  the  tertain  or  quotidian  inter- 
mittent, and,  a  remittent  of  quotidian  or  tertian  type.  This  re- 
mittent of  quotidian  type,  in  the  first  few  days  greatly  simulates 
typhoid  fever,  and  if  the  system  be  profoundly  poisoned,  consid- 
erable stupor  may  exist,  attended  by  great  nervous  prostration, 
and  this  condition  may  be  termed  by  some  a  typhoid  state. 

If  such  cases  be  not  promptly  treated  with  heroic  doses  of 
quinine,  sub-acute  hepatitis  and  gastritis  may  soon  complicate 
them,  by  which  they  may  prove  very  serious,  and  be  greatly  pro- 
longed. In  the  remittent  of  quotidian  type  the  temperature  gen- 
erally rises  in  the  afternoon  and  drops  toward  midnight,  to  go  up 
again  the  next  afternoon  about  the  same  time,  if  not  checked  by 
from  20  to  30  grains  of  quinine  at  midnight,  or  the  very  early 
morning.  My  plan  is  to  give  24  grains  of  quinine  in  six  No.  1 
gelatine  capsules,  freshly  filled,  which  hold  four  grains  each,  two 
to  be  administered  at  2,  3  and  4  a.  m.  the  first  morning,  and  re- 
peated the  second  morning.  On  the  third  morning  16  grains  are 
administered,  and  16  grains  the  fourth  morning.  If  there  is 
constipation,  three  grains  of  calomel  are  mixed  with  the  first  24 
grains  of  quinine,  which  generally  produce  several  free  bilious 
evacuations.  If  the  temperature  runs  very  high  in  the  first 
twenty-four  hours,  cold  compresses  to  the  head  and  over  the  ab- 
domen are  used,  with  ice-cold  drinks  and  weak  carbonate  of  soda 
water  to  allay  thirst  and  irritability  of  the  stomach.  If  the 
stomach  be  too  irritable  to  retain  the  quinine,  suppositories  or 
enemas  per  rectum  are  to  be  substituted,  after  a  thorough  washing 
out  with  warm  water.  If  these  cases  be  thus  treated  in  their  in- 
cipiency,  the  first  three  days  generally  break  them  up,  and  the^ 
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are  followed  by  a  perfect  coDvalescence,  when  a  building-np  tonic 
most  be  administered.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  rectum, 
after  a  thorough  cleansing  with  warm  water,  appropriates  quinine 
almost  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  the  stomach  in  this  condition. 

In  the  past  five  years  I  have  seen  three  cases  of  almost  total 
temporary  blinduess  produced  by  the  administration  ot  more 
quinine  than  was  ordered.  This  blindness,  however,  only  lasts 
from  twenty  lour  hours  to  three  days.  I  have  observed  no  per- 
manent bad  results  in  such  instances. 

After  treating  these  cases  in  this  way  for  four  days,  if  the  fever 
still  persists,  I  conclude  that  I  have  a  typhoid  fever  to  deal  with, 
or  some  complication.  I  then  resort  to  the  expectant  plan  of 
treatment,  and  meet  indications  as  they  arise,  watching  carefully 
for  any  complications  which  may  present  themselves.  The  above 
plan  of  treatment,  of  course,  applies  to  adults,  and  must  be  mod- 
ified to  suit  the  ages  of  patients.  My  opinion  is  that,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  of  treatment  indicated,  many  protracted 
cases  of  fever  may  be  prevented,  and  we  will  hear  much  less  said 
about  so-called  typho-malarial  fevers. 

Typhoid  fever  is  becoming  much  more  common  in  Memphis 
than  formerly^  and  I  have  treated  more  cases  in  the  last  five 
years  than  in  the  ten  years  preceding. — D.  D.  Saunders,  M.  D., 
in  Mississippi  Valley  Medi&oU  Monthly. 


The  Modern  via  ad  Astra — A  Medical  Fable. — Once 
upon  a  time  a  poor  but  humane  physician  was  riding  along  a 
road  which  led  by  a  dark  forest,  when  he  saw  by  the  wayside  a 
sick  and  miserable  dog  which  had  lain  down  to  die.  Moved 
with  pity  he  got  down  from  his  carriage,  picked  up  the  poor  ani- 
mal tenderly,  and  gave  it^  some  food  and  drink.  Suddenly  the 
dog  vanished,  and  he  saw  standing  before  him  a  beautiful  fairy. 

''You  have  saved  me  from  a  miserable  doom  by  your  compas- 
sion,'' she  said.  ''Command  now  anything  you  wish  and  it  shall 
be  yours.^' 

The  astonished  physician  replied,  "  I  am  a  poor  man.  I  should 
like  to  be  rich.'' 
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The  fairy  waved  her  wand,  and  extended  to  him  a  piece  of 
paper  and  a  bottle  filled  with  a  dark-colored  fluid.  "Here,"  she 
said,  "is  a  prescription  for  an  Infallible  Compound  Hair  Re- 
storer. ^  It  will  never  fail,  and  it  has  been  indorsed  by  all  the 
leading  clergymen  on  both  continents.  The  world  is  yours !  Do 
you  wif'h  more?'* 

"  I  am  a  quiet  man,"  replied  the  doctor,  "and  little  known.  I 
should  like  to  be  famous." 

"You  shall  be  more;  you  shall  be  immortal."  Waving  her 
wand  again,  she  presented  to  him  a  small,  dark,  and  curiously- 
shaped  instrument.  "See,"  she  exclaimed,  "it  is  a  new  and  'Un- 
questionably Perfect  Pessary.'  It  radically  restores  every  mal- 
position. Your  name  is  blown  into  the  side.  Generations  of 
suffering  women  and  successful  doctors  will  read  and  bless  you. 
I  have  tried  it  myself,"  she  added,  blushing  a  little,  and  van- 
ished.— Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Oakum  as  a  Surgical  Drbbsing. — For  burns  and  scalds, 
Dr.  Robert  Esler  regards  oakum  as  invaluable.  It  may  be  ap- 
plied, he  says  {British  Med.  Jour.,  October  4, 1884),  to  the  granu- 
lating surface  with  impunity,  and  it  is  more  easily  detached  than 
almost  any  other  dressing.  The  healthy  effect  of  this  tarry  sub- 
stance, when  applied  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina,  is 
most  marked ;  unhealthy  discharges  are  absorbed,  and  a  tonic 
effect  produced.  In  cases  of  prolapse  and  other  displacements  of 
the  uterus,  when  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  get  pessaries  to 
relieve,  you  can  secure  twenty-four  hours'  respite  to  your  patient 
by  filling  the  vagina  with  oakum ;  and,  by  dipping  your  first 
plug  in  glycerine,  you  gain  immensely  in  cases  of  sub-in  volution, 
from  the  quantity  of  fluid  extracted  from  the  parts. 

"  To  briefly  sum  up,"  says  Dr.  E.,  ",oakum  is  a  clean,  handy, 
healthy,  and  cheap  dressing.  It  is  easy  of  application,  and  I 
think  it  is  antiseptic  in  the  sense  of  forming  a  barrier  to  the  in- 
gress of  germ-like  bodies  to  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied.  Tar 
is  in  itself  a  good,  wholesome  agent,  a  substance  of  complex  com- 
position. It  contains  creasote,  turpentine,  paraffin  and  eupione, 
and  is  obtained  by  the  destructive  distillation  of  Pinus  Sylves- 
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tris.  Carbolic  aoid  has  largely  taken  the  place  of  this  cruder 
compound ;  but  Dr.  Whitla  says  that  there  are  virtues  possessed 
by  tar  which  are  not  equally  enjoyed  by  its  more  fashionable 
rivals.  In  oakum  we  have  a  form  of  tar-dressing  which  I 
heartily  recommend  to  those  engaged  in  hospital  work.'' — Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter. 

t   mm  •  0 

Mb.  Lawson  Tait  on  the  Best  Anaesthetic  fob  use 
IN  Abdominal  Subgeby. — Mr.  Lawson  Tait  takes  occasion,  in 
connection  with  the  report  of  a  series  of  one  thousand  cases  of 
abdominal  surgery^  to  which  attention  has  been  called  in  a 
foregoing  article,  to  discuss  the  subject  of  anaesthetics  in  abdom- 
inal surgery.  The  large  experience  of  this  surgeon  lends  a  prac- 
tical value  to  his  suggestions.  Like  all  pupils  of  Simpson,  Mr. 
Tait  says  he  began  his  professional  life  with  a  profound  belief  in 
the  advantages  of  chloroform  over  all  other  ansesthetics.  He 
has  never  seen  an  accident  from  chloroform,  but  partly  by  reason 
of  the  fear  of  inquests  and  partly  by  the  example  and  teaching 
of  Dr.  Keith,  a  belief  grew  in  his  mind  that  ether  was  preferable 
to  chloroform.  He  was,  however,  riot  long  in  discovering  that 
ether  has  special  risks  for  people  with  a  tendency  to  bronchitis, 
and  later  on  he  discovered  that  during  the  administration  of 
ether  the  secretion  of  urine  is  completely  arrested.  He  there- 
fore regards  ether  a  dangerous  anesthetic  for  patients  with  dam- 
aged kidneys.  The  first  alteration  of  his  views  concerning  ether 
was  to  limit  its  application  to  patients  under  forty,  but  even  after 
this  his  confidence  in  its  safety  greatly  diminished  by  the  fatal 
occurrence  of  bronchitis  in  a  case  of  hysterectomy  in  a  woman 
aged  thirty.  In  this  patient  breathing  was  embarrassed  from  the 
moment  she  recovered  from  the  ansssthetic,  and  she  died  on  the 
fourth  day  from  suffocative  catarrh.  After  an  experience  with 
bichloride  of  methylene  and  methylene  ether  (generally  known 
as  Richardson's  mixture)  not  altogether  satisfactory,  Mr.  Ta't 
began  to  use  a  mixture  of  two  parts  of  ether  and  one  part  of 
chloroform,  given  by  means  of  Clover's  apparatus.  This  mixture 
he  found  rapid  in  its  action,  not  at  all  unpleasant  to  the  patient, 
and  provocative  of  less  sickness  than  anything  he  has  ever  used. 
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Mr.  Tait  does  not  think  it  more  safe  than  other  ansBsthetics,  for 
he  18  quite  certain  that  with  none  of  these  drugs  will  there  ever 
be  absolute  security  against  accidents.  He  has  seen  no  bronchi- 
tis after  its  use;  it  has  no  effect  in  arresting  the  secretion  of  urine, 
and  upon  the  whole  he  is  better  pleased  with  it  than  with  any 
other. — Maryland  Medical  Journal. 


Treatment  of  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Garretson  says: — In  cases 
of  the  unexplainable  neuralgias  no  single  remedy  has  proved  so 
useful  as  these  pills.     My  prescription  is  as  follows : 

^     Ferri  sulphatis  exsic 

Potassii  carbonatisy  aa gr.  ocl 

Syr.  acacise q.  s. — M. 

Ft.  pil.  No.  100. 

Sig.  Begin  with  three  a  day,  and  increase  to  six ;  take  several 
hundred. 

A  remedy  that  not  infrequently  proves  serviceable  in  paroxys- 
mal neuralgia  is  Duquesnil's  preparation  of  aconitia,  in  doses  of 
grain  1-200,  repeated  each  two  hours  until  numbness  is  felt;  but 
in  this  case  it  did  no  good. 

Brown-S6quard's  famous  pill  amounts  generally  to  nothing: 
here  it  was  tried  faithfully  by  the  patient  on  his  own  prescription. 
A  local  applicatioui  commonly  of  great  use,  is  a  combination 
devised  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Lndlow : 

R.    Atropinse  sulphatis gr.  ss 

Aconitinse gr.  iss 

Olei  tiglii gtt.  ii 

Ung.  petrolii 3ii — M. 

Phila.  Med.  Times. 


I  ^  I 


Tblbphonetics. — The  conveniencies  of  our  modem  inventions 
are,  to  an  extent,  offset  by  drawbacks.  For  instance,  the  tele- 
phone with  the  mischievous  girl  at  the  central  office.  A  secular 
contemporary  reports  the  following  case :  A  husband  calls  up  a 
doctor  and  tells  him  his  wife  has  ''a  severe  pain  in  the  back  of 
her  neck,  and  complains  of  a  sort  of  goneness  in  her  stomach.^' 
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"She  has  malarial  colic/'  retarns  the  man  of  medicine.  ''What 
shall  1  do  for  her?'*  asks  the  now  anxious  husband.  The  wicked 
girl  at  the  central  now  switched  off  to  a  machinist  who  was  talk- 
injf/  to  a  saw- mill  man  about  his  boiler^  and  this  is  the  advice 
which  falls  on  the  husband's  tympanum :  "  I  think  she's  covered 
with  scales  inside  about  an  inch  thick.  Let  her  cool  down  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  before  she  fires  np  in  the  morning  take  a  ham- 
mer and  pound  her  thoroughly  all  over,  and  then  take  a  hose  and 
hitch  it  on  the  fire  plug  and  wash  her  out."  The  doctor  aud  the 
husband  do  not  now  speak  as  they  pass  by,  and  the  doctor  has 
found  the  telephone  too  expensive  a  luxury  for  further  continu- 
ance.— The  Medical  Age. 

Localization  of  Tumor  in  the  Brain..— Dr.  Hughes  Ben- 
nett, of  L  ndon,  has  recently  made  a  remarkable  diagnosis,  with 
localization  of  a  brain  tumor,  and  directed  a  surgical  operation 
which  led  to  its  successful  removal.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
of  the  kind  thus  tieated.  He  diagnosed  an  encephalic  morbid 
growth  of  limited  siz3  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Fissure  of  Ro- 
lando, and  requested  a  surgeon  to  trephine  the  skull  over  the 
suspected  region.  This  was  done  by  Mr.  Rickman  Godlee,  and 
a  mass  of  glioma,  the  size  of  a  walnut,  was  extracted  from  under 
the  gray  matter  of  the  upper  part  of  i;he  ascending  frontal  convo- 
lution. The  operation  was  performed  November  25th,  and  the 
patient  was  doing  wqII  on  December  6th  (London  Medical  Times). 
The  chief  symptoms  which  led  Dr.  Hughes  to  diagnose  the  extent 
and  locality  of  the  tumor  were  paroxysmal  twitchings  of  the  lefl 
side  of  the  face,  alternating  with  twitchings  of  the  arm  on  the 
same  side  followed  by  slowly  progressive  paralysis  of  the  hand, 
and  later  on,  by  twitchings  of  the  eyelids  and  leg  without  paral- 
ysis. These  symptoms  were  accompanied  by  double  optic  neuritis 
and  violent  headache. — Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Mr.  Tait  on  the  Causation  op  Labor. — In  a  recent  ar- 
ticle upon  this  subject,  published  in  the  "  Medical  Times  and 
Qazette,"  Mr.  Lawson  Taifc  predicts  that  the  real  cause  of  labor 
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will  be  discovered  by  a  careful  study  of  the  phenomeDa  of  extra- 
uterine pregnancy.  With  our  present  evidence,  however,  he  is 
inclined  to  regard  the  rhythmical  contractions  which  continue 
during  pregnancy  as  an  important  element  in  the  matter.  Al- 
though Mr.  Tait's  paper  is  mainly  negative,  it  is  interesting  from 
the  fact  that  he  enters  into  a  discussion  of  his  favorite  theme  of 
ovarian  and  tubal  physiology,  and  hints  significantly  that  he  ex- 
pects to  publish  some  very  important  facts  in  connection  with  his 
theory  of  menstruation.  Anything  that  Mr.  Tait  may  write  on 
this  subject  will  be  read  with  the  interest  and  consideration  which 
his  originality  always  provokes. — N.  Y,  Med.  Jour. 


g^tfii^ws  »nd  ^aah  ^ffatic^x 


The  Principles  and  Practice  of  GYNiECOLOGY,  by  Thomas  Addis 
Emmett,  M.  D.,  L.L  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Woman's  Hospital  of 
the  State  of  New  York ;  Ex- President  of  the  American  Gynaecol- 
ogical Society  and  New  York  Obstetrical  Society;  etc ,  3rd  edi- 
tion. Thoroughly  revised,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  illustrations. 
8  vo.  leather,  pp.  876.  H.  C.  Lea's  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Phil- 
adelphia.    1884. 

The  first  edition  of  "Emmett'' appeared  in  1879.  The  sec- 
ond edition  received  the  following  very  flattering,  yet  fully  de- 
served notice  from  Ihe  British  Med.  Journal  of  February  of 
that  year : 

"  In  no  country  of  the  world  has  gynaecology  received  more 
attention  than  in  America.  It  is^  then,  with  a  feeling  of  pleas- 
ure that  we  welcome  a  work  on  diseases  of  women  from  so  emi- 
nent a  gynsecologist  as  Dr.  Emmet.  The  work  is  essentially 
clinical,  and  leaves  a  strong  impress  of  the  author's  individuality. 
To  criticise,  with  the  care  it  merits,  the  book  throughout,  would 
demand  far  more  space  than  is  at  our  command.  In  parting^  we 
can  say  that  the  work  teems  with  original  ideas,  fresh  and  valua- 
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ble  methods  of  practioe,  and  is  written  in  a  dear  and  elegant 
style,  worthy  of  the  literary  reputation  of  Longfellow  and  O. 
W.  Holmes/' 

In  endorsing  this  statemen  t  from  our  old  world  contemporary, 
we  feel  that  we  are  scarcely  doing  justice  to  one  of  the  most  orig- 
inal and  progressive  writers  and  teachers  of  the  American  Con- 
tinent. 

In  lieu  of  the  extended  notice,  which  so  valuable  a  contribu- 
tion to  American  Medical  literature  demands,  we  think  we  can 
better  show  the  scope  of  this  excellent  work  by  quoting  entire, 
the  Author's  preface  to  this,  the  Third  edition,  which  is  as .  fol- 
lows: 

''  So  great  have  been  the  advance  and  change  of  views  during 
the  past  four  years  in  gynaecology,  that  the  preparation  of  this 
edition  has  necessitated  almost  as  much  labor  as  rewriting  the 
volume.  Every  portion  has  been  thoroughly  revised,  a  great 
deal  left  out,  and  much  new  matter  added. 

The  chapters  on  the  relation  of  education  and  social  condition 
to  development;  those  on  pelvic  cellulitis;  on  the  diseases  of  the 
ovary ;  on  ovariotomy ;  and  on  stone  in  the  bladder,  have  been 
nearly  rewritten. 

The  chapters  on  prolapse  of  the  vaginal  walls ;  on  lacerations 
at  the  vaginal  outlet  and  through  the  sphincter  ani  and  peri- 
nseum  ;  on  the  methods  of  partial  and  complete  removal  of  the 
uterus  for  malignant  disease ;  on  the  surgical  treatment  of  fibrous 
tumors ;  on  diseases  of  the  Fallopian  tubes ;  and  on  the  diseases 
of  the  urethra,  are  essentially  new,  containing  the  views  and  ex- 
perience of  the  author  in  a  form  which  has  not  been  presented  to 
the  profession  before.  To  these  chapters  no  fewer  than  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  pages  of  new  material  have  been  added. 

A  portion  of  the  manuscript  of  the  first  edition  of  this  work 
was  expunged,  or  rewritten,  by  the  advice  of  a  friend,  with  the 
object  of  omitting  or  modifying  certain  views  therein  expressed 
which  were  then  deemed  too  decided.  It  was  thought  that  the 
profession  was  not  in  a  condition  to  receive  views  so  radically 
difierent  in  character  from  those  universally  accepted.  The  opin- 
ion was  expressed  that  even  the  auqcess  of  the  book  might  be 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


92  REVIEWS  AND  BOOK  NOTICES. 

jeopardized  by  urging  the  necessity  for  a  revolution  so  complete 
as  to  establish  a  new  school. 

Since  that  time  the  entering  wedge  has  been  pressed  forward, 
and  good  has  already  resulted  from  the  teaching  of  a  more  rat- 
ional course  of  treatment. 

It  is  believed  that  in  time  professional  opinion  can  be  influen* 
ced  to  abandon  intra-uterine  medication,  as  one  not  based  upon 
sound  views  of  pathology ;  to  recognize  the  different  forms  and 
shades  of  pelvic  inflammation,  outside  of  the  uterus,  now  usually 
overlooked,  as  constituting  the  chief  factor  in.  the  diseases  of 
women  ;  and  that  the  exciting  causes  of  reflex  disturbances  will 
be  more  geYierally  admitted. 

In  this  edition  these  and  other  views  have  been  presented  in  a 
more  forcible  manner  than  formerly,  with  the  hope  that  in  due 
time  good  fruit  will  be  borne.'' 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  and  Male  Sexual  Organs,  by  Wii^ 
LiAM  T.  Belfield,  M.  D.,  Author  of  "Relations  of  Microor- 
ganisms to  Disease',  (Cartwright  Lectures,  1883.);  Pathologist  to 
Cook  County  Hospital ;  Surgeon  to  the  GenitoUrinary  Depart- 
ment, Central  Dispensary,  Chicago;  Professor  of  Microscopy, 
Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  etc.  8  vo.  cloth,  pp.  351. 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and  58  La  Fayette  Place, New 
York.     1884. 

This  number  of  "  Wood's  Standard  Library  "  for  1884,  consid- 
ers in  a  very  able  and  practical  manner,  certain  diseases  pertain- 
ing to  the  debatable  ground  between  Surgery  and  Medicine. 
While  they  are  considered  to  some  extent  in  works  on  Practice, 
and  also  those  exclusively  Surgical,  neither  here,  nor  in  the 
special  works  devoted  entirely  to  genito  urinary  and  venereal 
diseases,  do  they  meet  with  that  consideration  commensurate  with 
their  importance. 

Dr.  Bel  field,  considers  in  a  very  practical,  thorough  and  satis- 
factory manner,  in  a  series  of  23  chapters,  the  following  impor- 
tant subjects :  The  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  genito-urinarj 
organs  of  the  male ;  Methods  of  Examination  ;  The  Sound  and 
Catheter;    Urethral   Fever;    Precautious   before  Catbeterism; 
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Digital  Examination  of  the  Bladder ;  Endoscopy ;  The  Ureth- 
rometer;  Physiology  anc}  Pathology  of  the  Urine;  Albuminuria 
and  Glycosuria ;  Effects  of  Acids  and  Pigments  on  the  Blood  ; 
Daily  Amount  of  Urine;  Urinary  Sediments;  Clinical  Exami- 
nation of  the  Urine;  Diseases  of  the  Kidney;  Diseases  of  the 
Bladder;  Prostatic  Disorders;  Functional  Disorders;  Seminal 
Incontinence ;  Impotence  and  Sterility. 

The  Therapeutics  of  the  Respiratory  Passages,  by  Prosser 
James,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  at 
the  London  Hospital  Medical  College ;  Physician  to  the  Hospital 
for  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Chest;  Late  Physician  to  the  North 
London  Consumption  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  8  vo.  cloth,  pp.  316. 
William  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and  58  La  Fayette  Place,  New 
York.     1884. 

The  leading  pi ragraph  of  the  Author's  modest  preface  is  as 
follows :  '^  This  hook  is  not  intended  as  a  manual  for  students — 
it  is  hoped,  indeed  that  senior  students  as  well  as  practitioners 
may  peruse  it  with  profit — but  it  is  mainly  intended  for  those 
who  have  left  the  schools  and  entered  upon  the  responsibilities  of 
practice/' 

After  a  careful  examination  of  its  carefully  prepared  pages,  we 
can  confidently  assert  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  both 
junior  and  senior  members  of  the  profession — students  and  prac- 
titioners, will  find  it  a  work  that  should  not  only  be  read,  but 
carefully  studied.  It  will  assist  them  in  the  proper  selection  and 
combination  of  therapeutical  agents  best  adapted  to  each  case  and 
condition,  and  enable  them  to  prescribe  intelligently  and  success- 
fully in  the  various  forms  ol  disease  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

From  its  initial  chapter  to  the  final  index,  its  every  page  shows 
the  work  of  a  "  master  hand,"  and  it  will  fill  a  very  important 
place  in  the  literature  of  respiratory  affections,  requiring  but  a 
shott  time  indeed  to  prove  itself  one  of  the  really  useful  books. 

The  author  has  given  us  a  store-house  of  valuable  medical 
knowledge,  the  result  of  faithful  study,  and  no  little  practical  ex- 
perience in  pulmonary  diseases,  added  to  a  judgment  no  less 
dear,  than  his  observation  is  close. 
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A  Manual  of  the  Medical  Botany  of  North  America,  by 
Lawrence  Johnson,  A.  M.,  M.  D.;  Lectuier  on  Medical 
Botany,  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New 
York;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  of  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Sciences;  Member  of  the  Committee  of 
Revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States;  etc.,  etc.  8 
vo.  cloth,  pp.  292.  With  160  Wood  Illustrations,  and  Nine 
Beautifully-Colored  Lithographs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
56  and  58  La  Fayette  Place,  New  York.     1884. 

The  December  Number  of  Wood's  Standard  Library,  for  1884, 
is  one  of  the  best  and  handsomest  of  the  series,  and  unquestion- 
ably supplies  a  long-felt  want.  The  talented  author  very  cor- 
rectly stating  that,  *^for  ma.iy  years,  medical  botany  has  had  no 
place  in  most  American  medical  schools;  and  no  text-book  on 
this  subject  has  issued  from  the  American  press  for  a  generation.'' 
He  further  states,  "as  a  teacher  of  medical  botany,  I  have  been 
much  embarrassed  by  the  want  of  a  text-book  suited  to  the  needs 
of  American  students — one  combining  a  brief  sketch  of  general 
botany,  with  descriptions  of  medicinal  plants — and,  in  this 
volume,  have  endeavored  to  supply  that  want "  An  endeavor 
that  we  can  justly  say,  has  been  most  eminently  successful.  After/ 
a  very  readable  and  instructive  consideration  of  the  Elements  of 
Botany,  to  which  is  appended  a  glossary  of  botanical  terms,  the 
author  treats,  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  of  the  medicinal 
plants  of  North  America;  giving  first  the  botanical  description, 
the  habitat,  the  parts  used,  the  constituents,  the  preparations  and 
the  medical  properties  and  uses,  of  the  many  medicinal  plants  of 
our  great  continent. 

The  commissioners  of  the  "  World's  Industrial  Exposition  at 
New  Orleans"  can  do  no  better  work  than  to  have  copies  of  this 
volume  placed  within  ready  reach  of  the  many  visitors  who  desire 
to  know  something  of  our  wonderful  resources. 

Everywhere  permissible,  brevity  and  conciseness  has  been 
faithfully  observed,  and  especially  in  the  notes  on  medical  prop- 
erties and  uses,  the  opinions  of  the  most  reliable  authors  have 
been  summarized,  and  the  author  has  drawn  freely  from  his  own 
observation  and  experience.  Again  we  repeat,  it  supplies  indeed, 
a  long-felt  want. 
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Human  Osteology  :  Comprising  a  Description  of  the  Bones,  with  De- 
lineations of  the  Attachments  of  the  Muscles,  the  General  and 
Microscopic  Structure  of  Bone  and  its  Development,  by  Luther 
HoLDEN,  Ex-President  and  Member  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England;  Consulting  Physician 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  and  the  Foundling  Hospitals,  assisted  by 
James  Shuter,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  M.  A.,  M.  B.  Cantab. ;  Assistant 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Free  Hospital;  Late  D«monstrator  of  Phys- 
iology and  Assistant  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital.  With  Numerous  Illustrations.  Sixth  Edition,  8 
vo.  cloth,  pp.  276.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and  58 
La  Fayette  Place,  New  York.     1885. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  Wood's  Standard  Library  for  January, 
1885^  which  we  are  gratified  indeed  to  know,  is  to  be  continued 
during  the  current  year.  These  series  of  volumes,  which  have 
been  placed  before  the  medical  profession  by  Messrs.  Wood  & 
Co.,  for  some  years  past,  have  been  improving  in  excellence  with 
a  progressiveness  that  is  indeed  commendable.  One  of  the  best 
indications  of  the  success  of  serial  works  in  literature  is  continued 
improvement.  It  shows  unequivocally  that  both  publisher  and 
purchaser  appreciate  one  another,  and  the  increasing  demand  of 
the  one  is  met  by  the  increasing  efforts  of  the  other. 

Holden's  Osteology  has  long  been  known  as  a  standard  au- 
thority, but  we  are  more  than  confident  that  it  will  be  far  more 
appreciated  by  reason  of  the  very  handsome  Sixth  Edition  now 
before  us;  in  which  we  have  a  most  thorough  and  lucid  explana- 
tion of  the  bones,  given  us  in  pleasing  and  instructive  language. 
The  text  is  made  plain  to  the  veriest  tyro,  by  means  of  eighty- 
nine  separate  wood-cuts,  and  sixty-one  full-page  drawings  on 
tinted  paper — made  so  plain  that  "  he  who  runs  may  read.''  We 
think  that  the  method  adopted  in  these  plates,  of  connecting  by 
a  line-tracing,  the  location  of  the  various  parts,  prominences,  pro- 
jections, insertions  of  muscles,  etc.,  with  the  name  in  the  margin, 
not  only  better  than  the  old  stjle  of  our  student  days,  of  small 
numerals  and  foot-note  explanation,  but  even  preferable  to  the 
method  of  Gray's  Anatomy,  which  commanded  almost  universal 
approbation  when  its  first  edition  was  published,  notwithstanding 
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the    location    of    the  name,  occasionally   obscured   the  object 
designated. 

The  distinguished  author  says  in  his  initial  paragraph :  '^  Who- 
ever would  become  a  good  anatomist  and  a  skillful  surgeon  must 
make  himself  master  of  Human  Osteology.  It  must  be  not  only 
his  first,  but  his  principal  and  constant  study.  He  cannot  un- 
derstand his  diasections  without  continually  referring  to  the 
skeleton."  In  this  statement  we  can  fully  agree,  and  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  calling  this  valuable  book  by  the  title  of^^AruUomy 
made  easy.'' 

The  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh: 
Three  Clinical  Lectures  Delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York,  by  George  Morewood  Lefferts,  A. 
M.,  M.  D. ;  Professor  of  Laryngoscopy  and  Diseases  of  the  Throat, 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons;  Consulting  Laryngos- 
copic  Surgeon  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  the  New  York  Skin  and 
Cancer  Hospital;  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary; etc.,  etc.  (Reprint  from  Philadelphia  Medical Neivs  and  from 
American  Clinical  Lectures),  Cloth,  pp.  49.  Lambert  &  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers, St  Louis,  Missouri.     1884. 

This  is  a  very  neatly  gotten  up  monograph,  containing  the 
very  excellent  clinical  lectures  delivered  by  Professor  Lefferts,  on 
the  subject  of  Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh.  The  author  claims  that  it 
is  not  necessary  to  turn  all  these  cases  over  to  the  SpeeialiaUs;  and 
he  certainly  has  done  much  towards  substantiating  that  claim  by 
placing  before  tLe  profession  a  work  that  will  be  of  great  and 
material  benefit  to  the  general  practitioner.  Quite  a  number  of 
excellent  illustrations  serve  to  further  elucidate  the  subject. 

A  Manual  for  the  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Thomas  Bryant,  F. 
R.  C.  S. ;  Member  of  the  Council  and  Court  of  Examiners  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons;  Senior  Surgeon  to,  and  I-^cturer  on 
Surgery,  at  Guy's  Hospital;  Memb.  Correspond,  de  la  Society  de 
Chirurgie  de  Paris.  With  Seven  Hundred  and  Twenty-Seven  Il- 
lustrations. Fourth  Edition,  Thoroughly  Revised.  8  vo.  Leather, 
pp.1039.    H.  C.  Lea's  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.  1885. 

The  fact  that  Bryant's  Surgery  has  reached  its  Fourth  Edition 
since  1879^  in  this  country,  is  quite  sufficient  in  itself  to  show  that 
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the  labors  and  efforts  of  this  very  able  teacher  ar<d  writer  are  ap- 
preciated by  American  Surgeons.  While  the  Third  Edition  was 
subjected  to  a  very  thorough  revision  by  Dr.  John  B.  Roberts,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  made  some  very  practical  and  material  altera- 
tions therein,  the  Fourth  Edition  comes  fresh  from  the  pen  of  the 
author,  who  has  seen  fit  to  accept  many  of  the  additions  made  by 
the  editor  of  its  predecessor. 

The  author  has  aimed  to  adapt  this  work  to  the  wants  of  stu- 
dents and  practitioners,  and  in  doing  so,  has  condensed  and  com- 
pressed into  one  very  handsome  volume,  the  acknowledged  facts 
of  practical  surgery  ; — embracing  in  its  pages  all  the  diseases  that 
are  recognized  as  belonging  to  surgery,  all  traumatic  injuries,  with 
full  and  explicit  directions  in  regard  to  all  the  major  and  minor 
operations  of  operative  surgery. 

In  considering  these,  it  has  evidently  been  the  aim  of  the 
author,  to  present  the  reader  with  practical  information  alone, 
rather  than  burden  the  mind  with  the  various  ideas  of  various 
writers.  Preferring  to  deal  with  what  to  him  seemed  cognate 
facts,  in  lieu  of  filling  page  after  page,  line  after  line,  with  numer- 
ous, aye,  multitudinous  theories  of  the  many  would-be  teachers 
of  the  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery. 

The  author  has  long  been  known,  not  only  as  a  thorough  stu- 
dent, but  is  acknowledged  as  a  Master  in  Surgery,  and  in  the 
volume  before  us,  considers  in  a  very  thorough  and  satisfactory 
manner,  all  the  subjects  in  the  various  departments  of  Surgery. 
The  student,  as  well  as  the  general  practitioner,  will  find  it  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  his  wants — condensed  quite  within  the  bounds 
of  a  text-book  for  the  former,  and  voluminous  and  fully  compre- 
hensive to  meet  the  demands  of  the  latter. 

We  are  gratified  to  quote  from  page  993,  the  following:  "I 
shall  content  myself  by  recording  the  fact  that  Dr.  Crawford  W. 
Ltfong,  of  Athens,  Georgia,  was  the  first  surgeon  who,  in  March, 
1842,  performed  a  surgical  operation  while  the  patient  was  com- 
pletely ansesthetized  by  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether.'' 

The  author  also  commends,  in  praiseworthy  terms,  the  elastic 
bandage  of  Henry  A.  Martin;  the  plaster-jacket  of  L.  A.  Sayre, 
asd  other  accepted  and  recognized  ideas  of  progress  on  the  part 
of  American  Surgeons. 
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Intestinal  Obstruction:  Its  Varieties,  with  their  Pathology,  Diag- 
nosis and  Treatment.  (The  Jacksonian  Prize  Essay  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  1883).  By  Frederick  Treves, 
F.  R.  C.  S. ;  Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  at  the  Lon- 
don Hospital;  Hunterian  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England.  With  60  Illustrations.  12  mo. 
pp.  515.     H.  C.  Lea's  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.   1884. 

The  Jacksonian  Prize  was  awarded  to  this  distinguished  author 
by  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  1884,  for  an  essay,  which  he  has 
re- written,  thoroughly  revised,  and  added  to  such  new  matter  as 
was  required  to  make  a  complete  and  thorough  dissertation  on 
one  of  the  most  intricate  and  troublesome  of  all  the  problems  of 
medicine  and  surgery. 

The  writer  has  certainly  given,  in  small  compass,  a  large  amount 
of  well-compiled  and  most  valuable  information,  and  his  little 
book  will  compare  favorably  with  any  other  which  has  yet  been 
laid  before  the  profession.  On  the  special  subject  of  which  it 
treats,  it  is  both  thorough  and  complete. 

Elements  of  Surqical  Diagnosis,  by  A.  Pearce  Gould,  M.  S.  ;  M. 
B.  Lond. ;  F.  R.  C.  S. ;  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hos- 
pital, London;  Surgeon  to  the  London  Temperance  Hospital,  and 
to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest.  12  mo  cloth, 
pp.  584.     H.  C.  Lea's  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers.  Philadelphia.   1884. 

This  very  excellent  number  of  the  "Students'  Manual  Series'' 
is  devoted  to  a  careful  consideration  of  those  principles  of  diag- 
nosis applicable  to  the  surgical  diseases  and  injuries  ot  the 
various  organs  and  regions.  In  this  little  work,  the  successful 
attempt  is  made  to  study  the  process  of  diagnosis,  and  to  put  the 
student  in  possession  of  knowledge,  the  application  of  which  to 
any  given  case  will  enable  him  to  determine  the  nature  of  the 
ailfpent.  It  comprises  a  valuable  amount  of  information,  tersely 
stated,  graphically  expressed  and  systematically  arranged. 


In  a  recent  Board  of  Pharmacy  examination,  in  reply  to  the 
question,  "  What  would  you  do  in  case  a  prescription  had  been 
wrongly  dispensed  and  the  patient's  life  was  endangered  ?"  One 
reply  was :  — "  Go  to  Canada !" 
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A  Bureau  of  Public  Health: — In  the  Associated  Press 
dispatches  of  the  action  of  our  Senators  in  Congress,  to  the  Daily 
American  of  this  City,  of  January  10th  ult.,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing: 

'^Senator  Palmer,  to  day,  introduced  a  bill  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction and  diffusion  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  and  to 
promote  the  general  sanitary  welfare  of  the  people.  It  provides 
for  the  establishment  in  the  Treasury  Department  of  a  Bureau  of 
Public  Health,  to  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  all  laws  re- 
lating to  quarantine  and  the  public  health.  The  chief  of  this 
bureau  shall  be  called  Commissioner  of  Public  Health,  and  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  $4,500  per  annum.  The  commissioner  shall 
appoint  seven  Superintendents,  who  shall  have  charge  of  external 
and  internal  quarantine,  embracing  both  infected  persons  and  in- 
fected or  adulterated  goods  in  their  respective  districts.  The 
annual  salary  ot  each  Superintendent  shall  be  $3,600.  The 
Commissioner  of  Public  Health  shall  design  a  code  of  regulations 
for  the  conduct  of  the  external  and  internal  quarantine  of  the 
United  States.  These  regulations  shall  aim  at  the  protection  of 
the  people  against  contagious  and  infectious  disease  and  against 
poisonously  adulterated  goods.  The  Commissioner  shall  also 
appoint  an  inspector  of  ventilation,  drainage  and  plumbing  at  a 
salary  of  $3,600,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  all  public 
buildings  are  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  code  of  regula- 
tions prepared  by  him  on  these  subjects.  He  shall  also  appoint 
a  public  analysist,  at  the  same  salary,  who  shall  make  chemical 
analysis  and  microscopical  examinations  submitted  to  him  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Health.  The  Commissioner  of  Public 
Health  with  the  Surgeons-General  of  the  army,  navy  and  marine 
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hospitals  service^  Coromissioner  of  Edacation  and  CoromissioDer 
of  Agriculture,  respectively,  shall  prepare  a  code  of  regulations 
for  better  sanitation  in  the  army,  navy,  all  merchant  vessels  sail- 
ing under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  all  schools  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,and  all  animals  in  transit  from  State 
io  State.  In  conjunction  with  the  President  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health  shall 
prepare  a  code  of  regulations  for  the  practice  of  physic,  surgery 
and  mid-wifery  in  any  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  All  goods  designed  for  the  food  or  drink  of  man,  for 
wearing  apparel  or  for  furniture  or  decoration  of  habitations,  so 
poisoned  by  adulterations  as  to  be  dangerous  to  human  life  or 
health,  are  declared  to  be  contraband  of  commerce  anywhere 
within  the  United  States,  and  may  be  seized  and  destroyed  on 
application  of  the  Commissioner.  The  President  shull  detail 
surgeons  of  the  army  or  navy  for  investigation  of  special  diseases. 
During  the  invasion  of  epidemic  diseases  the  Commissioner  may 
employ  competent  physicians  to  aid  the  superintendents,  such 
physicians  to  receive  $10  per  day  and  expenses.  A  weekly  bul- 
letin, containing  useful  sanitary  information,  shall  be  distributed 
free  to  different  parts  of  the  country.  A  penalty  of  f  100  to 
f  1,000,  or  imprisonment  for  thirty  days  to  one  year,  is  provided 
for  violations  of  the  act  or  regulations  authorized  by  it.  The 
sum  of  $400,000  is  appropriated  to  carry  the  act  into  effect." 

While  this  bill  is  not  exactly  in  accordance  with  our  views  on 
the  subject  as  exptessed  in  a  previous  editorial  in  a  recent  num- 
ber of  this  Journal,  and  at  the  last  session  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  in  an  address  as  Chairman  of  the  Section  on 
State  Medicine,  we  think  it  preferable  to  the  bill  suggested  by 
the  Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health  recently  held  in  Wash- 
ii^ton. 

It  narrows  down  the  responsibility,  and  prevents  to  a  certain 
extent  that  'divided  responsibility  which  can  only  result  in  in- 
efficiency and  failure,''  as  enunciated  by  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  of 
New  York,  one  of  the  recognized  ablest  sanitarians  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a  member  of  the  present  National  Board  of  Health. 

Oar  objections  to  Senator  Palmer's  Bill,  arc  first.  That  it  devol- 
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ves  an  additional  burden  of  great  roagnitade  and  vast  itnportant 
upon  a  Department  whose  duties  already^  are  sufficiently  oner- 
ous. 

2nd  We  claim  that  the  importance  of  National  Sanitation 
demands  that  it  should  be  subordinate  to  no  other  Department^ 
but  should  have  concurrent  powers  with  other  Departments,  re- 
stricted as  they  are,  to  its  own  particular  field,  and  subordinate 
only  to  the  Chief  Executive,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  through  them  to  the  sovereign  people  ot  this  govern- 
ment, whose  servants  they  all  are  intended  to  be. 

Slrd.  We  think  the  bill  undertakes  to  accomplish  too  much  at 
this  time,  especially  in  connection  with  ''  regulating  the  practice 
of  physic,  surgery  and  midwifery  in  any  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.''  While  we  are  not  an  advocate 
for  "  Protection "  in  medicine,  so  far  as  the  practice  of  the 
science  and  art  is  concerned,  we  would  prefer  this  to  any  other 
method  we  have  yet  seen  suggested ;  and  should  not  object  to  it, 
for  we  would  be  satisfied  that  only  practical  and  reasonable  reg- 
ulations could  emanate  from  the  Health  Commissioner  acting  con- 
jointly with  the  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
who  is  elected  by  the  representative  medical  men  of  our  country. 
But  I  am  satisfied  that  the  bill  would  meet  with  factious  opposi- 
tion on  this  score,  that  might  secure  its  defeat. 

In  this  connection  we,  desire  to  acknowledge  our  gratitude  for 
the  complimentary  recognition  of  the  ideas  we  have  been  recently 
advocating,  by  the  able  and  venerable  editor  of  the  Journal  ot  the 
American  Medical  AsRociation,in  a  late  number  of  that  journal.  To 
which  wedesiretoaddthefollowingextractfrom  an  editorial  article 
headed  "  Shall  we  have  a  New  National  Board  of  Health  *'  by 
Leartus  Conner,  M.  D.,in  the  January  1885,number  of  one  of  our 
most  valued  exchanges,  The  Detroit  Lancet^  which  is  also  duly 
appreciated.  The  extract  is  as  follows:  "We  firmly  believe 
there  should  be  a  health  department  of  the  government,  and  that 
this  department  should  be  represented  in  the  presidential  cabinet. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  the  general  popular  mind  will 
call  for  such  a  representation  of  the  health  interests  of  the  nation. 
We  shall  watch  with  interest  the  struggle  made  for  and  against 
the  establishment  of  the  proposed  board/' 
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Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  a  copy  of  the  Asso- 
ciation Journal  for  Jan.  24th,  1885,  in  which  we  fitid  the  text  of 
'the  bill  of  Senator  Palmer  in  full.  Learning  from  the  Associa- 
tion Journal  that  it  was  originally  drafted  by  so  sound  and  prac- 
tical a  Sanitarian  as  Dr.  O.  W.  Wight,  of  Detroit,  only  serves  to 
give  it  additional  value  in  our  estimation. 


Compound  Ealine  Pill. — Among  the  list  of  new  drugs  and 
proprietary  medicines  which  come  to  us,  we  find  many  of  merit, 
and  of  these  we  have  found  from  our  personal  experience  with  it, 
that  the  new  drug  and  compound,  the  "Kaline  Compound  Pill,'* 
is  one  of  the  very  best.  The  modest  and  direct  way  in  which  it 
is  presented  to  the  profession,  commends  it.  The  manufacturers, 
evidently  resting  confidently  on  its  merits  to  bring  to  them  a 
return  for  their  labor.  Its  rapid  growth  in  popularity  with  the 
profession,  proves  too,  that  their  confidence  is  well  founded.  We 
have  had  considerable  experience  with  it,  in  both  prison  and 
private  practice,  and  have  found  it  fully  up  to  all  that  is  prom- 
ised for  it  by  the  proprietors  of  the  medicine.  It  certainly  does 
the  work  of  quinine,  and  in  that  great  class  of  patients  who  bear 
quinine  badly,  it  fills  fully  a  long-felt  want  of  the  profession. 
It  has  especially  commended  itself  to  us  by  its  action  in  those 
cases,  which  should  be  kept  under  such  influences  as  are  brought 
about  by  quinine,  for  a  considerable  time,  giving  the  anti-peri- 
odic, and  anti-pyretic  action  of  quinine,  without  its  disturbing 
effects.  Its  gentleness  of  action,  combined  with  its  effectiveness, 
makes  it  a  splendid  remedy.  We  unhesitatingly  recommend  our 
readers  to  give  the  "  Kaline  Compound  Pill ''  a  trial  in  any  case 
in  which  they  desire — from  any  cause— to  avoid  quinine — ^yet 
wish  its  usual  effects. 

Death  Bate  op  the  Tennessee  State  Penitentiary. 
— As  much  has  been  said  during  the  past  lew  weeks,  by  many  of 
the  newspapers  of  Tennessee,  in  regard  to  the  mortality  of  con- 
victed criminals  in  the  State,  we  propose  to  give  the  following 
statement  of  tacts,  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  main  prison^ 
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at  Nashville^  and  the  official  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  main 
prisou,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Tennessee. 
The  period  embraced  in  this  statement  is  the*  twelve  months  be- 
ginning December  1st,  1883,  and  ending  December  Ist,  1884. 
Total  Number  of  Prisoners  Confined  in  the  Prison,  During 

the  Year  Ending  December  1st,  1884 672 

Number  of  White  Prisoners  Confined  During  the  Year...       291 
''        "Colored      "               "             "        «       "    ...       381 
Total  Number  of  Deaths  During  the  Year  Ending  De- 
cember 1st,  1884 17 

Number  of  Deaths  (White)  During  the  Year  Ending  De- 
cember 1st,  1884 4 

Nnumber  of  Deaths  (Colored)  During  the  Year  Ending 

December  1st,  1884 13 

Total  Ratio  of  Deaths  per  1,000  during  the  year 25.29 

Ratio  of  Deaths  (White)  per  '•         "        "      «  13.74 

"     "      "     (Colored)    «    •'         "        "      "  36.74 

From  the  condensed  statement  of  mortality  of  the  Nashville 
Board  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30th,  1884,  we  give 
the  following  comparative  statement  of  death  rates: 

1875         1876         1877         1878         1879. 


White 25.78        26.31         21.82        17.43        20.26 

Colored 49.69        45  35        38.72        33.50        35.92 


Total 34.55        33.25        27.80        23.11         25.80 

1880  1881  1882         1883         1884. 

White 19.98        20.63        17.82        18.68        16.77 

Colored 36.47        32.87        35.50        31.29        26.94 

Total 25.43        25.27        24.11        23.50        21.94 

Remabks  : — ^The  proportions  given  in  this  report  are  based 
upon  a  population  (estimated)  of  50,000,  divided  as  follows: — 
White— males,  16,238;  females,  15,762;  adults,  17,853;  minors, 
14,147;  total,  32,000.  Colored— males,  8,293;  females,  9J07; 
adults,  10,365;  minors,  7,635;  total,  18,000. 
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LiSTERiNE. — As  a  deodorant  and  antiseptic  for  the  sick-room 
and  dentist's  office,  Listerine  stands  pre-eminent.  While  it  is 
equal  to  any  and  superior  to  most  of  the  agents  commonly  used 
under  such  circumstances,  it  adds  an  agreeable  aroma  instead  of 
an  ofiensive  odor  to  the  surroundings;  and  is  particularly  well- 
adapted  to  the  lying-in  room.  It  may  be  freely  used  in  spray  or 
lotion  without  stain  or  irritation  as  an  agreeable  and  effectual 
detergent.  It  is  also  specially  commendable  in  weak  solution,  as 
a  mouth-wash  and  gargle  for  aphthous  sores  or  a  fungus  con- 
dition of  the  gums,  and  bad  breath ;  and  for  certain  forms  of  in- 
digestion— those  accompanied  by  disagreeable  eructations — a  few 
drops  of  Listerine  in  water  swallowed  is  a  particularly  grateful 
and  excellent  remedy.  Moreover,  according  to  a  series  of  "  Ex- 
periments upon  the  Strength  of  Antiseptics,"  by  Dr.  A.  T,  Cabot 
{Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  November  27th,  1879), 
Listerine  compares  favorably  with  the  most  reliable  agents  for 
the  rapid  destruction  of  micro-organisms. — The  Sanitarian,  Oc- 
tober, 1884. 


Decided  superiority  is  claimed  for  the  Anglo-Swiss  Milk 
Food  in  comparison  with  any  other  farinaceous  Food  for  infants. 
No  so-called  Milk  Food  consists  entirely  of  milk;  all  are  partly 
composed  of  cereal  products,  involving,  when  not  properly  pre- 
pared, the  presence  of  an  injurious  amount  of  starch,  which  the 
highest  authorities  agree  in  condemning  for  young  children.  The 
Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Company  overcomes  this  objection- 
able feature  of  Milk  Food  as  usually  supplied,  by  meeting  an  es- 
sential requirement  in  the  method  of  preparing  it,  so  that  when 
gradually  heated  with  water,  according  to  the  directions  for  use, 
the  starch  contained  in  the  materials  used  is  converted,  in  a  sat- 
isfactory degree,  into  soluble  and  easily  digestible  dextrine  and 
sugar. 

The  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food  has  been  found  to  meet  these 
essential  conditions  to  the  satisfaction  of  physicians  and  others 
who  have  taken  the  pains  to  examine  it,  and  we  invite  critical 
examination  of  it  in  comparison  with  any  other  Food. 
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To  OuB  Medical  Friends. — The  meeting  of  the  American 
Ifodical  Association  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  State  Medical 
Sodety  at  Nashville,  both  occur  in  April.  The  first  in  the  latter, 
and  the  other  in  the  early  part  of  the  month.  Gentlemen  who 
desire  to  read  papers  at  either  should  make  a  note  of  this,  and  get 
their  work  ready  in  time. 

In  the  case  of  the  first-named  Association,  it  will  be  well  to 
notify  the  Secretary,  the  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, or  Chairman  or  Secretary  of  the  particular  section,  of  the 
text,  substance,  etc.,  of  your  paper  30  days  before  the  meeting. 


Cincinnati  Sanitarium. — We  have  received,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Dr.  O.  Everts,  Superintendent,  the  11th  annual  report 
of  this  very  excellent  institution.  From  it  we  learn  that  since  its 
initial  year,  it  shows  the  numbiT  of  398  recoveries,  a  ratio  of 
41.37  per  cent,  with  a  rat'o  of  6.86  per  cent,  only  of  deaths  from 
the  beginning. 

It  is  located  six  miles  from  Cincinnati,  with  six  trains  daily, 
and  only  forty  minutes  from  C.  H.  &  D.  Depot. 

It  has  been  recently  enlarged  and  refitted;  150  patients  have 
been  admitted  annually,  with  a  daily  average  of  sixty  on  hand. 
With  cottages  for  nervous  invalids  and  sufferers  from  the  opium 
habit,  extensive  grounds,  delightful  surroundings,  complete  appli- 
ances, reasonable  charges,  and  so  efficient  a  superintendent  we 
can  most  cordially  commend  it. 

We  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  very  excellent  ])amphlet 
article  on  '^  Treatment  of  the  Insane,^'  by  the  able  and  talented 
superintendent. 

Peptonized  Cob-Liver  Oil  and  Milk. — Among  the  many 
advantageous  and  truly  valuable  medicinal  and  therapeutic  prep- 
arations offered  to  the  medical  profession  for  the  benefit  of  the 
eick  and  suffering  members  of  our  race,  the  above-named  true 
digestive  constructive  offered  by  the  progressive  house  of  Reed 
A  Carnrick,  182  Fulton  Street,  New  York,  is  one  of  the  very  best* 

We.  have  been  making  pretty  extensive  trial  of  it  during  the 
pant  few  weeksr-a  aeaaon  in  which  the  debilitated,  those  needing. 
2  8  P. 
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construct!  veSi  cod-liver  oil  and  others,  have  been  in  sore  need 
indeed.  In  every  instance  in  which  we  have  given  it  a  trial,  it 
has  resulted  in  the  most  gratifying  and  satisfactory  results.  It 
is  not  only  a  most  palatable  form  ot  cod-liver  oil,  but  possesses 
other  veiy  material  values  as  a  nutrient  of  a  high  order.  We 
shall  have  more  to  say  of  it  in  a  future  number,  and  shall  only 
now  say  to  our  friends, — try  it. 


Mr.  E.  Duncan  Sniffen,  3  Park  Row,  New  York,  the 
well-known  advertising  agent,  makes  the  following  truthful  re* 
marks  in  the  New  York  Tribune,  October  4th,  regarding  news- 
paper advertising : 

'^The  newspaper  is  so  comprehensive  in  its  scope,  so  universal 
in  administering  to  the  wants  of  all  classes,  and  of  every  occu- 
pation in  life;  it  brings,  as  it  were,  the  financial  and  commercial 
markets  of  the  world  to  our  counting  rooms,  so  that  it  may  be 
truly  said  that  a  good  advertisement  in  a  widely-circulated  news- 
paper is  the  beet  of  all  possible  salesmen— <»ne  who  never  sleeps 
and  is  never  weary,  who  goes  after  business  early  and  late,  who 
accosts  the  merchant  in  his  store,  the  lawyer  in  his  oflSce,  the 
student  in  his  study,  the  cultivated  woman  at  the  family  fireside, 
who  can  be  in  a  thousand  places  at  oix-e,  and  address  a  million  of 
people  each  day,  saying  only  the  best  thing  at  the  right  time  and 
m  the  best  manner. 

Gold  Medal  Awards  at  International  Health  Ex- 
hibition, London,  1884 — Among  the  food  products  exhibited 
at  the  International  Health  Exhibition,  London,  1884,  from  the 
United  States,  were  Beef  Peptonoids  and  Maltine;  both  of  these  prep- 
arations carried  off  the  only  Gold  Medal  and  highest  Award 
against  numerous  competitors  in  their  respective  classes.  All 
food  preparations  were  critically  analyzed  at  this  Exhibition  by 
a  jury  composed  of  the  best  chemists  in  the  country. — London 
Jjancet, 


John  Broadhubst,  M.  D.,  North  Salem,  Ind.,  says  "1  have 
been  testing  the  value  of  the  two  remedies  Celerina  and  PiNua 
Canadensis,  and  am  happy  to  say  with  the  bed  retfuUa.    The 
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Celebina  is  certainly  a  most  valuable  nerve  tonic.  I  can  say 
trathlully  it  surpasses  anything  of  its  kind  I  have  ever  used. 
The  PiKUS  Canadensis  is  also  a  most  valuable  remedy  for  dis- 
eases of  the  mucous  surfaces^  and  as  an  astringent  in  Diarrhoea 
and  Dysentery.  I  consider  both  the  remedies  valuable  additions 
to  the  Materia  Medica/' 


E.  L.  MiiiLEB,  M.  D.,  Eaton,  N.  Y.: — I  have  been  pre- 
scribing Lactopeptine  something  more  than  a  year  in  all  cases  of 
digestive  diseases  and  Cholera  Infantum^  and  in  the  last  named 
trouble  it  has  proved  of  inestimable  value. 


OBITUARY. 


W.  B.  Clark.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Dental  De- 
partments of  the  University  of  Tennessee  (Nashville  Medical 
College)  held  at  the  College  Hall,  Janus^ry  26th,  the  follgwing 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted:  — 

Whereas,  Inasmuch  as  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  His 
infinite  wisdom,  to  remove  suddenly  from  our  midst,  our  esteemed 
friend  and  class-mate,  W.  B.  Clark,  of  Giles  County,  Tennessee, 
and  bowing  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  God, 

Beit  Resolved,  That  we  take  thin  occasion  to  give  expression  to 
the  sorrow  we  feel  at  his  death. 

Be  U  Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  his  bereaved 
family  in  this  their  sad  hour  of  affliction. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  fur- 
nished the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  also  the  county  papers,  and 
The  Southern  Practitioner,  for  publication. 

"He  has  gone  to  that  heautiful  home- 
He  has  laid  his  hurden  down — 

He  has  left  his  cross  of  heavy  grief, 
He  is  wearing  his  starry  crown." 

J.  L.  Denson,        "I 
G.  W.  DoD.ON,       V  Committee, 
J.  J.  Rendleman,  j 
W.  E.  Sheltok,  Secretary,        W.  F.  Arnold,  Chairman. 
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SOME  FACTS  CONCERNING  INEBRIETY  AND  ITS 
TREATMENT. 


BY 

T.  D.  CBOTHEBS,  H.  D.^  HABTFOBD^  CONK. 


No  form  of  mental  disease  to-day  is  so  wide-spread  and  disas- 
trous in  its  effects  as  inebriety.  Unable  to  account  for  the  vari- 
ous phases  of  this  disorder  by  any  well  known  laws,  the  moralist 
and  general  physician  immediately  accept  a  spiritual  theory  of 
vice  and  depravity,  and  seek  to  explain  the  causes  of  inebriety  by 
conclusions  that  are  thoroughly  unscientific. 

The  disordered  impulses  bursting  into  inebriety  are  only  the 
giving  way  of  the  controlling  nerve  centres,  which  haye  lone 
before  given  signs  that  should  be  read  by  capable  physicians. 
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In  a  large  proportion  of  casefl,  from  the  earliest  moment,  the 
inebriate  is  filled  with  delusions  of  his  own  strength,  and  never 
realizes  his  danger  or  the  necessity  of  making  any  exertions  for 
recovery.  These  delusions  frequently  merge  into  ideas  of  perse- 
cution and  the  deepest  melancholy. 

The  more  we  study  the  physical  nature  of  inebriety,  the  more 
clear  the  laws  and  physical  agents  causing  it  appear.  Long  be- 
fore the*'indulgence  in  drink  begins  we  see  warnings  and  early 
symptoms  which  cannot  be  mistaken — departures  from  the  ordi- 
nary conditions  of  thought  and  living,  moral  and  intellectual 
derangements,  which  like  the  switches  on  a  railway,  indicate  the 
point  of  departure  from  the  main  line. 

These  indications  may  be  very  obscure  and  refer  to  some  par- 
ticular thing,  as,  for  itfstanoe,  delusions  about  food  and  drink,  or 
strange  religious  conceptions,  uncertainty  of  action,  or  want  of 
continuous  application. 

Not  un  frequently  a  chain  of  symptoms  is  present,  which  grows 
so  gradually  as  to  be  unobserved  except  by  the  trained  specialist 
or  physician ;  prominent  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  pre- 
sumption, untruthfulness,  extravagance  and  great  irritability, 
with  changing  restlessness  of  purpose,  in  a  previously  quiet,  re- 
tiring man. 

Always  associated  with  this  condition  are  stages  of  hypochon- 
dria, and  periods  of  the  "  blues  "  as  they  are  called.  Also  a  dis- 
position to  concentrate  all  the  attention  upon  certain  organs  of 
the  body,  as,  for  instance,  the  stomach  or  heart.  The  nervous 
energy  directed  to  these  organs  always  causes  a  variety  of  symp- 
toms which  after  a  time  may  become  positive  and  real. 

These  and  many  other  changes  we  feel  sensible  of,  but  cannot 
define  them,  because  they  are  like  dull  vague  shadows  projected 
over  the  twilight  at  evening.  Later,  alcohol  is  first  used  mod- 
erately, then  to  excess,  and  all  the  latent  hints  of  disease  are  un- 
masked, and  others  follow  rapidly.  The  reason  may  be  clear, 
and  the  general  health  seem  excellent,  yet  the  degeneration  may 
be  going  on  rapidly,  and  some  day  explode  with  great  violence 
when  the  disease  has  passed  the  stage  of  curability. 

Many  of  these  cases  inherit  directly  from  their  ancestors  dis- 
eased tendencies  which  stand  out  all  along  their  life,  like  signal 
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flags  of  distress.  They  carry  about  with  them  physical  and  men- 
tal signs  of  degeneracy — peculiarities  of  thought  and  action — 
which  may  not  be  generally  recognized,  yet  they  indicate  defects 
of  organization  which  with  difficulty  can  be  kept  along  the  line 
of  healthy  activity. 

The  use  of  alcohol  to  excess  is  only  a  late  stage  of  the  real 
disease :  a  long  train  of  both  mental  and  physical  defects  have 
prepared  the  way  for  inebriety,  and  alcohol  only  unmasks  and . 
precipitates  the  degeneration.  The  want  of  early  recognition  of 
the  physical  disease  of  inebriety,  and  the  general  vagueness  con- 
cerning the  causes,  are  the  great  obstacles  in  the  treatment.  Law- 
yers and  moralists  theorize  dogmatically,  and  physicians  draw 
boundary  lines  that  are  unsupported  by  clinical  evidence.  Mean- 
while the  poor  patient  is  rushing  down  to  ruin,  dragging  his 
family  and  friends,  merely  because  the  question  of  disease  is  un- 
settled and  the  liberty  of  the  person  might  be  infringed  upon. 
The  time  has  come  when  we  must  recognize  every  inebriate  as 
diseased,  and  treat  him  accordingly,  then  we  may  hope  to  apply 
means  which  shall  successfully  reach  this  disorder.  Among  these 
means  inebriate  asylums  stand  prominent.  The  permanent  cure 
of  inebriates  under  treatment  in  asylums  will  compare  favorably 
in  numbers  with  that  of  any  other  form  of  nervous  disorder, 
which  is  more  or  less  chronic  before  the  treatment  is  commenced. 
Considering  the  limited  knowledge  of  inebriety,  and  the  imper- 
fect means  of  treatment,  the  want  of  legal  power,  and  the  gen- 
eral confusion  of  both  theory  and  practice,  the  results  indicate 
clearly  that  inebriety  is  curable  to  a  large  extent. 

The  value  of  inebriate  asylums  is  not  limited  practically  to 
the  number  of  cases  which  can  be  cured.  All  such  asylums  can 
and  should  be  made  quarantine  stations,  for  the  isolation  of  a 
class  of  inebriates  who  are  not  only  a  burden  to  the  community 
and  their  friends,  but  a  source  of  danger  and  constant  misery  to 
all. 

Millions  of  money  are  yearly  expended  in  ignorant  unscientific 
methods  of  legally  controlling  this  disorder,  by  fines,  imprison- 
ment, and  other  means,  with  no  other  result  than  that  of  increas- 
ing the  disease  of  the  inebriate,  and  his  helplessness. 
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It  18  computed  that  every  inebriate,  from  the  time  of  his  first 
intoxication  until  his  death,  costs  the  State  directly  or  indirectly, 
eight  thousand  dollars  on  an  average.  The  actual  loss  to  his 
friends  and  family  exceeds  this  many  times.  The  inebriate  is 
never  a  producer,  but  always  a  consumer,  wasting  property,  per- 
illing business  and  industry,  breaking  up  good  order  and  society, 
and  is  always  a  burden  on  his  family  and  neighborhood.  All 
this  can  and  should  be  prevented.  It  is  simply  an  outrage  on 
our  boasted  intelligence  to  suffer  and  assist  a  class  of  men  who 
should  be  separated  in  asylums,  and  made  to  maintain  themselves, 
and  if  not  cured,  at  least  saved  from  increasing  the  miseries  and 
losses  of  others. 

Our  inebriate  asylums  should  have  ample  facilities  to  enable 
its  inmates  to  support  themselves  while  undergoing  treatment. 
Much  of  this  enormous  loss  can  be  prevented  by  forcing  the  ine- 
briate into  healthy,  temperate  surroundings,  and  by  furnishing 
the  means  to  make  him  industrious  and  self-supporting.  If  this 
can  be  done  with  criminals  who  represent  a  lower  type  of  physi- 
cal manhood,  why  not  with  inebriates  who  are  often  possessed  of 
genius  and  talent?  To  lifl  the  inebriate  out  of  his  environs,  and 
all  the  flood  of  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  is  literally  to 
break  up  all  the  great  breeding  places  of  pauperism,  criminality, 
and  insanity. 

As  a  matter  of  economy  to  the  tax  payer,  it  promises  positive 
relief,  and  as  a  means  of  successfully  treating  this  disorder,  it 
has  an  element  of  great  certainty,  because  it  reaches  down  to  the 
active  cai^es,and  applies  methods  of  restoration  along  the  line  of 
natural  laws. 

The  time  has  come  for  an  intelligent  recognition  of  all  the 
means  of  relief.  Every  town  and  city  is  menaced  by  an  army 
of  inebriates,  who  are  rushing  down  to  ruin,  breaking  up  all 
order,  morals,  ^nd  industry,  and  leaving  entailments  of  disease 
and  degradation  that  centuries  cannot  eradicate. 

The  great  principle  of  self-protection  must  be  recognized  prac- 
tically in  this  statement,  that  whenever  a  person  fails  habitually 
to  exercise  self-control  in  the  use  of  alcohol  and  other  narcotics, 
he  is  either  a  dangerous  person  or  a  public  nuisance.    It  is  the 
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Auty  of  the  authorities  to  take  care  ol  such  men,  to  protect  them 
and  society  from  the  result  of  their  excesses.  They  should  be 
isolated  in  asylums,  the  same  as  in  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and 
if  to  this  can  be  added  means  ot  self  support,  it  is  demanded  as 
a  measure  of  the  highest  wisdom  and  economy  to  all. 

Inebriety  must  be  regarded  as  a  physical  disease,  if  we  would 
understand  the  hidden  forces  which  govern  its  march  along  the 
lines  of  civilization. 

Then  the  value  of  hospitals  and  asylums  will  be  apparent,  where 
the  prolonged  and  profitable  detention  will  force  the  inebriate 
into  other  and  higher  conditions  of  living. 

There  is  no  reason  why  this  vast  army  of  inebriates  cannot  be 
made  producers,  and  maintain  themRelves,in  whole  or  in  part,  in 
properly  organized  asylums,  and  there  are  strong  indications  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  such  asylums  will  be  established 
in  all  parts  of  the  country. 


CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  SYPHILIS. 


BY 
H,  BERLIN,  M.  P.,  CHAITANOOGA,  TENN. 


Dr.  B.  Scheube.  of  Leipzig,  has  published  in  the  Virchow's 
Archives,  an  article  upon  the  history  of  syphilis,  containing  facts 
which  were  heretofore  unknown  in  Europe  and  America,  and 
showing  that  an  understanding  of  the  disease  and  of  its  treatment 
is  of  much  greater  antiquity  than  has  been  supposed>  All  the 
facts  and  data  of  his  article  are  contained  in  a  volume  written  in 
the  beginning  of  the  9th  century,  in  a  country  which  has  been 
open  to  the  world  only  in  later  years — Japan.    • 

The  title  of  this  book  is  Dai-do-huia-hoe,  which  means  a 
collection  of  prescriptions  of  the  period  of  Dai -do,  and  it  was 
compiled  in  808. 

It  is  known  that  the  Japanese  got  their  medical  science,  like 
their  culture,  from  the  Chinese,  down  to  the  latest  time;  and  the 
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Japanese  physician  still  gets  the  greater  part  of  his  education 
from  Chinese  books;  and  even  such  books  as  really  exist  in 
Japanese  are  principally  excerpts  and  collections  from  old  Chinese 
literature.  Quite  distinct  from  these^  the  work  of  which  we 
speak  was  of  purely  Japanese  origin. 

In  the  period  of  Dai-do  806  to  810,  the  Emperor  Heizei- 
Tenno  ordered  his  two  body  physicians^  A-be  Manao  and  Idzu- 
mo  Hiro-sada,  to  collect  the  remainder  of  Japanese  medical  art 
which  came  down  from  the  time  before  Japan  had  any  connexion 
with  China.  Thus  originated  the  work  of  which  we  speak,  and 
which  was  very  little  known,  and  without  influence  upon  the 
Japanese  healing  art,  although  it  contained  so  much  that  it  was 
good.  It  was  first  printed  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  from 
a  defective  manuscript. 

In  1827  a  Bude  found,  in  a  temple,  in  the  province  Bungo,  in 
the  island  Kinshin,  a  complete  manuscript  in  a  state  of  good 
preservation,  and  published  it. 

The  book  is,  like  the  oldest  Japanese  works,  the  Kojiki  and 
Nihongi,  in  the  old  Japanese  language,  but  written  with  Chinese 
characters;  a  script  which  is  long  unused  in  Japan;  making  the 
work,  to  the  Japanese  of  to-day,  a  very  difficult  one  to  under- 
stand. It  has  one  hundred  chapters.  The  first  thirteen  are  de- 
voted to  a  collection  of  remedies;  the  87  following  speak  of  dis- 
eases and  their  symptoms;  chapters  94  and  95  treating  of  syphilis, 
and  were  translated  into  German  by  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Scheube,  Mr. 
Kayama  in  Kioto. 

Chapter  94  says :  Kata-shine-kasa,  i.  e.,  one-sided  eruption  on 
the  upper  thigh. 

In  the  fold  between  the  thigh  and  the  abdomen,  reddening  and 
swelling  commence,  with  severe  pain  and  heat.  After  a  few  days 
the  formation  of  pus  begins,  opening  occurs,  and  a  great  deal  of 
pus  is  discharged. 

Mara-kara-ganii — Eruption  of  the  penis.  Begins  with  a  small 
tumor  and  pain,  after  some  days  it  forms  an  ulcer  and  suppura* 
tion. 

Yuse-kasa  (?) 

In  the  skin  .of  the  penis— eruption  is  water.    This  is  most  fre- 
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(jtletit  ID  the  summer.  The  penis  is  much  swollen  and  greatly 
tiiickened*  The  swelling  spreads  oyer  the  entire  penis  so  that 
the  opening  cannot  be  seen  from  the  outside.  The  skin  discharges 
pus. 

Shiri-mara-kasa — Penis  eruption.  In  the  beginning  the  erup- 
tion shows  same  as  above.  Then  follows  ulceration,  with  pain. 
After  some  days  the  ulceration  grows  worse  and  the  glands  fall 
off.  The  ulceration  later  spreads  backwards  and  the  whole  penis 
falls  off,  then  the  ulceration  spreads  to  the  testicles. 

Hashiri-kasi—- Spreading  eruption.  The  poison  from  the  penis 
eruption,  or  from  the  one-sided  thigh  eruption,  goes  upward  and 
originates  the  spreading  eruption.  Heat  and  chills  set  in,  and 
the  bones  of  the  extremities  ache.  After  several  months  a  little 
eruption  appears  on  the  back  and  face,  without  any  pain  or  itch- 
ing. It  discharges  a  yellow  fluid.  Several  months  later  the  face 
becomes  rotten,  and  stinks,  and  suppurates. 

Chapter  95  says:  Hone-no-pari-kasa — Swelling  of  the  bones. 

After  healing  of  the  penis  eruption  the  joints  pain  so  that  they 
cannot  be  stretched  nor  bent.  General  heat  exists.  The  poison 
ascends,  and  several  bad  symptoms  set  in.  The  bones  pain.  The 
patient  has  heat,  which  lasts  all  day,  and  there  is  no  appetite. 
Constipation  exists,  the  urine  is  red,  and  urination  di£Scult. 

Nondo-fuki-kasa — Eruption  of  the  throat.    One  part  of  the 

poison  from  the  penis  eruption  goes  upward.     The  skin  of  the 

throat  swells,  and  the  patient  has  pain.     After  several  days  ulcer- 

.  ation  occurs,  a  great  deal  of  pus  is  discharged.     Decay  8ets  in, 

which  does  not  heal  in  several  years. 

Ana-kasa — Hole-forming  eruption.  A  part  of  the  penis-ernp- 
tion  poison  ascends  and  destroys  the  face  and  scalp.  Through 
several  decades  there  is  no  healing.  The  rest  of  the  poison  re- 
mains in  the  head;  and  skin, flesh  and  bones  decay.  Afterwards 
the  ears  will  be  destroyed,  an  eruption  of  the  nose  occurs  and  the 
nose  falls  away.  Blindness  occurs,  or  the  whole  lower  extremi- 
ties swell  and  pain  for  several  years — then  decay.  The  poison 
destroys  the  whole  body,  or  the  testicles  become  covered  with  an 
eruption,  and  decay,  numerous  holes  are  formed,  and  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body  is  destroyed. 
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Mimi^DO-hi-kasa — Eruption  in  the  eaw*  One  part  of  the  poi- 
ton  ascends ;  and  ringing  in  the  ears  and  difficulty  of  hearing  oc- 
curs. After  several  months  severe  pain  sets  in  and  a  very  bad 
smelling  fluid  is  discharged  from  the  eruption.  The  ringing  in 
the  ears  disappears,  but  the  patient  has  lost  his  hearing. 

This  is  the  description  of  syphilis  in  Dai-do-^huia-hoe. 

The  author  of  this  t)ook  characterizes  in  a  few  words  the  affec- 
tions which  occur  in  syphilitic  diseases.  He  speaks  of  the  Bubo, 
the  Chancre,  (Edema  Prseputii,  the  Phagedenic  Chancre,  the 
Exantheme,  the  bone  and  joint  affections,  throat  affections,  and 
the  grave  tertiary  symptoms,  and  the  otorrhoea. 

As  to  whether  or  not  the  disease  is  contagious,  the  author  says 
nothing,  neither  can  the  treatment  be  translated;  but,  so  far  as 
we  can  gather,  was  of  roots  and  herbs. 


LETTER  FROM  FLORIDA. 


Mb.  Editob: — I  want  to  write  you  a  letter.  I  have  no  new 
discoveries  to  offer;  no  prescriptions  to  recommend;  no  theories 
to  propound-— only  a  few  frescoes  from  professional  life  which 
may  somewhat  relieve  the  dull  monotony  of  practice  among  your 
readers  in  other  fields.  For  the  first  time  in  fifteen  years  I  have 
dropped  the  harness  of  professorial  life.  How  I  miss  the  stim- 
ulus of  the  lecture-room !  Its  atmosphere  is  like  ozone  to  my 
intellectual  lungs.  What  a  glorious  privilege  it  is  to  lecture  I  I 
never  thought  it  a  hardship,  but  I  never  felt  it  such  a  privelege 
as  I  do  just  now.  I  miss  that  thrill  of  pleasure,  more  exhila- 
rating than  champagne,  that  is  felt  when  you  see  the  eyes 
brighten  and  faces  gladden,  when  you  appear  to  uncover  mysteries 
scarcely  less  sacred  than  those  of  the  altar  or  the  chancel.  Qod 
bless  the  medical  students;  I  love  them  all  and  everywhere.  I 
hear  you  have  a  very  full  school  this  year,  and  it  delights  me  to 
know  that  Southern  students  are  beginning  to  learn  that  Gotham 
is  not  Jerusalem.  My  venerable  preceptor  and  late  colleague — 
Dr.  Bowling — set  himself  long  ago  for  a  defnise  of  Southern 
medical  genius,  and  to  his  eloquent  appeals  in  behalf  of  Southern 
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Me^ciDe  is  due,  in  a  large  measure,  the  great  revolution  that  has 
begun  in  medical  schools.  I  verily  believe  New  York  has  ruined 
more  good  doctors  than  have  ever  been  created  in  its  schools. 
The  flummery  of  specialism,  begotten  in  the  rush  for  fashionable 
patronage,  has  well  nigh  set  aside  the  plain,  honest  search  for 
truth.  Like  everything  else,  in  the  great  American  metropolis^ 
professional  merit  is  measured  by  professional  style — 

And  the  doctors  do  but  murmur,  snarling  at  each  others*  heels; 
And  the  jingling  of  the  guinea  helps  the  hurt  that  honor  feels. 

We  are  delighted  with  our  new  home.  It  is  somewhat  strange 
to  see  perpetual  verdure— cucumbers,  watermelons,  tomatoes,-etc., 
in  a  winter  market.  There  is  but  one  Florida.  Italy  resembles 
our  peninsula  in  many  respects,  but  the  climate  here  is  more  de- 
lightful and  healthful  than  that  of  Italy.  The  atmosphere  is 
very  humid  and  peculiarly  grateful  to  the  tuberculosis  lung.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  well  adapted  to  asthmatic  troubles — but  then 
what  climate  iaf  The  fact  is,  the  therapeutic  value  of  Florida 
climate  lies  just  here— one  never  suffers  from  extremes  of  cold  or 
heat.  That  is  about  the  whole  matter  in  a  nutshell.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  humbug  about  climate.  The  son  of  an  eminent 
Brooklyn  physician — Dr.  Cooper — was  in  the  Infirmary  yester- 
day, and  amused  us  greatly  by  relating  the  various  recommenda- 
tions with  which  he  had  been  plied,  when  it  became  known  he 
was  prospecting  a  health  tour.  The  minute  shades  of  difference 
in  places  within  a  few  hours'  run  of  each  other  were  scientifically 
portrayed  with  a  startling  array  of  hygrometric,  barometric,  ther- 
mometries ozonometrio  and  every  other  metric  calculations  to 
prove  the  superiority  of  each  particular  resort.  He  acted  wisely 
and  went  to  a  city  where  he  could  get  all  the  conveniences  of  life 
and  be  in  the  warm  belt  during  the  winter.  This  is  all  of  it — 
only  this  and  nothing  more. 

The  profession  in  Jacksonville  is  talented  but  reserved.  There 
is  no  mixing,  The  county  society  meets  when  it  can  get  a 
quoram,  which  is  very  seldom.  We  have  been  cordially  re- 
ceived by  some,  and  not  so  cordially  by  others.  Surgery  has 
been  greatly  neglected  in  Florida.  We  found  cases  of  stricture, 
small  tumors,  fistulse,  et  id  omne  geaus^  sent  to  New  York  (I)  for 
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treatment  Professor  Kinloch^  of  Charleston,  has  done  most  ot 
the  surgery  of  the  coast,  and  Dr.  Battey,  of  Borne,  Georgia,  the 
interior. 

Our  Infirmary  is  doing  well.  We  shall  be  prepared  to  or- 
ganize a  teaching  department  very  soon,  and  may  be  able  to 
throw  some  corn  into  your  hopper. 

But  personalities  aside,  the  main  object  of  this  letter  is  to 
record  the  death  and  ofier  a  slight  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  our  day,  whose  life  history  would 
shine  brightly  in  the  annals  of  American  medicine.  I  refer  to 
Dr.  A.  J.  Spencer,  formerly  so  well  known  along  the  Pacific 
Coast.  A  more  striking  counterpart  of  the  immortal  Gross,  I 
can  scarcely  imagine.  Tall,  graceful — commanding  in  look  and 
in  speech — ^you  felt  in  his  presence  the  very  shock  of  manhood. 
Courtly  in  manners,  cultured  in  utterance,  candid  in  expression, 
and  withal,  full  of  courage  and  tenderness,  logic  and  humor,  in- 
vestigation and  experience — such  was  Dr.  Spencer.  He  began 
his  profession  at  19  years  of  age,  and  pursued  it  unremittingly 
till  the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  residence  in  this 
city  on  Saturday  morning,  January  10th,  1 885.  Dr.  Spencer's 
career  for  30  years  in  California  was  very  rich  in  grand  experi- 
ence. He  was  a  surgeon  by  preference,  and  in  the  days  when 
surgery  had  fewer  appliances  than  may  be  had  at  most  any  cross- 
roads office  to-day,  the  Doctor's  ingenuity  and  skill  was  the 
wonder  of  the  Western  Wilds.  He  showed  me  instruments 
which  he  had  used  fifty  years  ago,  from  the  case  of  a  British  sur- 
geon in  the  war  of  1812.  Some  of  these  are  more  ingenious  than 
those  of  modern  construction.  An  old  trephining-case  was  re- 
markably complete.  Without  making  much  noise  about  it,  the 
venerable  Doctor  has  evidences  of  surgical  work  that  the  profes- 
fession  cannot  willingly  let  die.  His  methods  of  treatment  were 
strikingly  original  and  markedly  successful.  His  contributions 
to  the  literature  of  the  profession  have  been  always  greatly  ap- 
preciated ;  for  he  never  wrote  or  spoke  carelessly,  and  never  failed 
to  bring  out  something  of  value.  His  earlier  medical  life  was 
spent  in  New  York  State,  under  the  shadows  of  the  Andirondacks 
and  along  the  classic  waters  of  Champlain,  and  much  of  the 
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p6et\G  ID  ills  liatui^^  Wds  developed  itl  th^^  t6ih^tsi\c  environ- 
ments of  his  youth.  How  fondly  he  was  loved,  how  greatly  he 
was  missed  on  the  Pacific  Coast  hundreds  of  costly  testimonials 
abundantly  bear  witness.  His  religion  was  justice;  his  creed, 
humanity.  He  was  one  of  those  grand  figures  that  stand  out  in 
bold  relief  from  the  panorama  of  an  age: — a  factor  of  history,  a 
benefactor  of  mankind.  He  was  full  of  years  and  wisdom,  dying 
at  the  age  of  74. 

My  heart  goes  out  to  the  old  men  of  our  profession.  I  love  to 
study  their  characters ;  to  catch  the  inspiration  of  their  lives,  and 
feel  the  thrill  of  their  influence  in  my  own  struggle  with  the 
world.     Peace  to  their  ashes,  and  glory  to  their  memory  I 

T.  O.  Summers,  M.  D. 

Jacksonville,  Florida,  January  16th,  1885. 


S^hqiian^. 


Life  Insurance  and  the  Medical  Profession.* — ^The 
relations  existing  between  the  business  of  life  insurance  and  the 
medical  profession  are,  and  must  continue  to  be,  most  intimate. 
Not  a  risk  can  be  safely  taken  until  its  vital  probabilities  have 
been  investigated  by  a  duly  qualified  physician  ;  not  a  loss  can 
be  paid  until  the  cause  or  causes  of  death  have  been  certified  by 
the  attending  physician.  Indeed,  I  do  but  state  a  well-worn  fisict 
when  I  say  that  the  perpetuity  of  any  life  insurance  company 
depends  very  largely  upon  the  ability  and  integrity  of  its  medi* 
cal  examiners.  The  ubiquitous  "life  insurance  solicitor,'^  how- 
ever agile  and  persuasive  he  may  be,  is  helpless  in  the  way  of 
achieving  practical  results,  until  his  work  has  received  the  ap- 
proval of  the  medical  examiner. 

The  statistics  upon  which  modern  life  insurance  is  based  are 
the  outcome  of  data  furnished  by  medical  men,  and  the  more 

•By  I.  N.  Danforth,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111.  Read  at  the  Mississippi  Valley 
Medical  Society,  Springfield,  Illinois,  Septemher,  1884. 
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recent  trustworthy  and  accui-ate  statistical  tables  Lave  fceen  doil- 
structed  by  physicians.  Again^  life  insurance  companies  depend 
upon  the  medical  profession  of  our  day  for  protection  against  the 
ravages  of  what  were  formerly  uncontrolled  epidemics.  The 
companies  do  this^  perhaps^  with  a  sort  of  thoughtless  uncon- 
sciousnesSy  and  always^  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  without  any- 
thing like  a  generous  acknowledgment  of  their  obligations  to  our 
profession  ;  but  the  fact  is  no  less  patent,  and  the  obligations  are 
no  less  deep.  In  these  days  of  modern  travel,  when  civilized 
nations  are  becoming  more  and  more  migratory  every  year,  and 
epidemic  influences  are,  therefore,  becoming  more  generally  dif- 
fused, life  insurance  companies  could  not  conduct  their  business 
with  anything  like  safety  or  certainty  but  for  the  safeguards  which 
sanitary  science,  as  developed  by  intelligent  physicians,  throws 
around  them.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  dangers  from  the 
most  deadly  epidemic  diseases  have  increased  incalcuably  since 
the  introduction  of  steam  as  a  locomotive  agent.  All  peoples  of 
all  nations  travel  incessantly ,  merchandise  from  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  from  all  centers  of  infection,  is  constantly  pouring 
upon  our  shores.  Yet,  how  little  thought  do  life  insurance  auth- 
orities give  to  epidemic  diseases  as  a  specially  dangerous  factor 
as  regards  their  business ;  simply  because  they  trust,  with  a  con- 
fidence that  has  been  verified  over  and  over  again,  to  the  protect- 
ing influences  of  modern  sanitary  science,  which  medical  men 
have  laboriously  developed. 

Again,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  one  of  those  cycles  of  discovery 
which  have  characterized  the  profession  of  medicine  from  its 
earliest  history.  I  allude  to  the  "germ  theory  of  disease,"  which 
now  occupies  so  prominent  a  place  in  the  minds  of  medical  men. 
What  the  practical  outcome  of  the  theories — or,  it  may  be,  dis- 
coveries— of  Pasteur,  Koch,  and  others,  will  be,  no  man  can  yet 
prophesy  with  anything  like  certainty;  but  if  a  larger  experience 
shall  demonstrate  their  truthfulness,  the  efiect  upon  the  duration 
of  human  life  must  be  very  considerable. 

Now,  all  future  experiments  which  shall  be  conducted  with 
the  view  of  demonstrating  the  verity  or  falsity  of  the  germ 
theories  must  be  conducted  by  medical  men,  experienced  in  such 
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investigations.  The  results  may  be  of  vast  importancejn  their 
practical  relations  to  longevity,  to  preventible  causes  of  disease, 
or  even  to  the  extermination  of  diseases  which  are  now  the  terror 
of  the  magnates  at  the  "home  office/*  But  these  latter  gentle- 
men are  perfectly  helpless  themselves  as  to  all  such  studies.  A 
whole  score  of  presidents,  secretaries,  directors,  actuaries  and 
general  managers  would  be  put  to  rout  by  a  single  "microbe/' 
As  between  a  lively  bacterium  and  a  "successful  solicitor,''  it 
woud  be  about  an  even  thing. 

Now,  this  plain,  simple  statement  of  facts  shows  that  the  bus- 
iness of  life  insurance  casts  upon  the  medical  profession  a  very 
weighty  responsibility — a  responsibility,  I  may  add,  which,  while 
it  came  unsought,  has  come  to  stay  and  must  be  met  accordingly. 
And  the  time  will  come  when  the  life  insurance  world  will  rec- 
ognize in  a  more  adequate  and  audible  manner,  the  vast  benefit 
it  has  received  from  the  silent  and  unrequited  labors  of  the  great 
modern  medical  investigators. 

But  the  medical  profession  sustains  a  still  nearer  relation  to 
life  insurance,  in  the  person  of  the  medical  examiner — by  far  the 
most  important  officer  on  the  roster  of  the  company.  In  almost 
any  life-insurance  office,  this  last  statement  would  be  received 
with  derision  and  contempt.  I  can  myself  picture  two  or  three 
presidents  and  twice  as  many  secretaries  who  would  shudder  at 
the  claim  I  make  concerning  the  importance  of  the  medical  ex- 
aminer ;  but  this  audience  of  thoughtful  physicians  will  not  only 
recognize  but  heartily  endorse  the  truth  of  i^hat  I  have  stated. 
A  life  insurance  company  can  get  along  very  comfortably  for  a 
time  without  a  president  or  secretary  ;  or  if  either  of  these  func- 
tionaries vacate  their  offices,  they  can  be  filled  at  once  and  worthily; 
but  no  company  can  do  business  for  a  single  day  without  its  corps 
of  efficient  medical  examiners,  and  the  loss  of  an  old  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  examiner  is  always  regarded  at  the  central 
office  as  a  grave  and  important  matter. 

I  propose  to  consider  briefly  the  duties  of  the  medical  exam- 
iner, first  to  the  company  under  whose  commission  he  acts,  and 
secondly,  to  the  applicant  for  the  benefits  of  life  insurance. 
First. — Duties  and  obligations  to  the  company.    The  medical 
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examiner  should,  from  the  first,  regard  himself  as  an  officer  of 
the  company,  and  not  a  mere  wage-worker  or  employe.  His 
position  is  therefore  independent  and  dignified,  and  not  at  all 
subject  to  the  mere  whim  or  caprice  of  the  local  agent.  Frem 
this  standpoint  of  independent  and  individual  .responsibility — 
and  this  standpoint  alone — should  the  examiner  estimate  the  ex- 
tent and  importance  of  his  duties  to  the  company.  The  com- 
pany has  a  right  to  expect  and  demand,  first,  that  the  examiner 
shall  recommend  sound  lives  only.  A  life  insurance  company  is 
not  a  hospital  or  an  eleemosynary  institution ;  insuring  men  is 
not  a  work  of  charity ;  it  is  a  matter  of  strict,  stern  business. 
A  life  insurance  company  must  "make  money"  or  die,  and  there 
is  no  halting  place  between  these  two  alternatives.  The  exam- 
iner ought  to  keep  this  fact  in  mind,  namely,  that  he  is  not  en- 
gaged in  a  work  of  charity,  but  that  he  is  simply  "doing  business'' 
on  strictly  business  principles.  The  question  as  to  insuring  any 
individual  life  is  simply  this,  "Will  it  pay  ?"  "As  a  business 
transaction  is  it  safe  and  desirable  ?"  Hence,  the  company  has  a 
right  to  expect  and  demand  that  each  and  every  examination 
shall  be  carefully  and  thoroughly  made  ;  that  all  sentimentalism 
and  friendship  shall  be  sunk  out  of  sight,  and  that  the  investiga- 
tion shall  be  coldly  judicial,  severely  searching,  and  impartially 
just.  It  is  frequently  the  case  that  a  single  examination  is  not 
sufficient  to  determine  certainly  the  character  of  a  risk;  a  com- 
mon catarrhal  cold  may  exist  to-day  which  will  be  quite  well 
next  week ;  the  pulse  may  be  unduly  excited  by  the  novelty  of 
the  examination  ;  the  applicant  may  have  been  exposed  to  some 
communicable  disease,  whereof  the  incubative  period  has  not  yet 
passed ;  these  and  many  other  causes  may  render  a  second  exam- 
ination necessary,  if  justice  is  to  be  done  in  the  premises.  In  all 
such  cases,  the  examiner  should  patiently  repeat  his  work,  recog- 
nizing the  fact  that  important  interests  are  at  stake  which  his 
dictum  must  settle. 

Again,  there  is  a  class  of  risks  which  ought  neither  to  be  re- 
commended nor  rejected  ;  but  they  ought  to  be  "laid  over''  for 
future  consideration.  As  examples,  I  may  mention  applicants 
who  have  recently  recovered  from  acute  diseases  which  are  likely 
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to  leave  or  to  cause  local  lesions,  as  rhenmatism,  gout  and  pneu- 
monia ;  applicants  who  are  exhausted  by  overwork,  physical  or 
mental,  but  who  are  likely  to  have  easier  times  in  the  near  future; 
applicants  who  are  suddenly  seized  with  a  passion  for  loading 
themselves  with  life  insurance ;  applicants  who  are  in  the  midst 
of  heated  political  campaigns  and  their  accruing  dangers ;  appli- 
cants who  have  recently  been  reclaimed  from  intemperance  and 
other  forms  of  vice ; — such  applicants  ought  to  be  suspended  for 
an  indefinite  term,  until  their  probable  permanent  status  can  be 
more  certainly  known.  Practical  experience  will  enlarge  this 
latter  list  considerably.  It  is  the  almost  daily  experience  of  a 
busy  examiner  that  some  applicant  has  to  be  ''laid  over''  until 
some  occult  point  in  his  personal  or  family  history  can  be  ex- 
plained satisfactorily.  It  must  be  remembered  by  the  examiner 
that  although  he  is  investigating  the  present  condition  of  the 
applicant,  it  is  with  reference  to  what  the  future  is  likely  to  de- 
velop. It  is  a  matter  of  little  concern  to  the  company  what  the 
sanitary  status  of  the  insuree  is  to-day,  compared  with  what  his 
status  will  be  in  five  or  ten  years  hence.  The  function  of  the 
examiner  is  prophetic ;  he  is  required  definitely  to  express  his 
opinion  as  to  what  the  future  sanitary  condition  of  each  applicant 
is  likely  to  be ;  and  this  opinion  must  be  based  not  alone  upon 
the  bald  statement  of  facts  elicited  by  the  general  interrogatories 
propounded  in  the  application,  but  upon  the  harmonious  correla- 
tion of  these  facts  with  each  other,  as  well  as  with  any  collateral 
facts  which  may  develop  themselves,  even  though  they  be  not 
embraced  in  the  application.  The  examiner  is,  therefore,  war- 
ranted in  seeking  information  concerning  the  insuree  from  any 
and  every  source,  and  he  is  by  no  means  limited  to  the  list  of 
interrogatories  submitted  by  the  company,  tortuous  and  formid- 
able as  they  have  recently  come  to  be. 

In  the  next  place,  the  company  has  the  right,  not  to  demand, 
indeed,  but  to  expect  that  sort  of  aid  from  the  examiner,  which 
is  covefred  by  the  word  "influence.''  Regarding  every  medical 
examiner,  two  things  are  to  be  taken  for  granted  ;  First,  that 
he  is  a  thorough  believer  in  life  insurance,  not  only  theoretically 
but  practically.  I  hold  that  no  physician  ought  to  accept  a  corn- 
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mission  as  examiner  until  he  has  ^^examined'^  the  thing  itself,  and 
become  convinced,  not  only  of  its  utility  and  beneficence,  but  of 
its  necessity ;  and,  furtheriiiore,  that  no  man  ought  to  be  an  officer 
in  an  institution  in  which  he  has  not  some  pecuniary  interest 
himself.]  ^Secondly,  that  no  physician  will  accept  a  commission 
as  examiner  for  a  company  whose  standing  and  condition  he  has 
not  first  investigated  with  satisfactory  results.  These  two  con- 
ditions beingjfulfilled,  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the  exam- 
iner shall  cast  his  influence  in  favor  of  life  insurance  in  general, 
and  of  his  own  company  in  particular.  Not  that  he  is  to  sacri- 
fice the  dignities  of  his  piofession,  and  turn  insurance  solicitor ; 
not  that  he  is  to  divide  his  time  between  visiting  his  patients  and 
''drumming  up'risks  ;'^  nothing  could  be  worse  than  that.  But 
it  is  frequently  the  case  that  a  few  quiet  words  will  confirm  a 
doubtful  applicant,  or  turn  the  thought  of  a  careless  spendthrift 
toward  a  policy  of  insurance.  And  this  is  a  service  which  is  not 
only  legitimate  as  regards  the  company,  but  beneficial  and  laud- 
able as  regards^the  citizen ;  and,  moreover,  it  is  in  no  sense  dero- 
gatory to  the  professional  dignity  of  the  wisest  and  most  learned 
physician.  I  recall  with  pleasure  many  instances  in  which  I 
have  been  instrumental  in  inducing  poor  men  with  families  to 
procure  policies  of  life  insurance ;  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  thus 
some  provision  has  been  made  for  those  who  might  otherwise  be 
left  in  needy  helplessness. 

In  this  connection  it  ought  to  be  said  that  no  examiner  should, 
under  any  circumstances,  allow  himself  to  have  any  pecuniary 
interest  in  the  acceptance  of  a  risk.  It  is  sometimes  the  case  that 
agents — thoughtlessly  or  otherwise — propose  to  "divide  commis- 
sions'* with  the  examiner,  especially  if  the  latter  has  exerted  any 
influence  in  the  case.  This  is  a  very  dangerous  practice ;  it  is 
justly  as  well  as  generally  condemned  by  the  company,  and  should 
be  frowned  upon  by  every  medical  examiner.  Practically  it 
amounts  to  offering  a  bribe  to  the  examiner  for  passing  a  given 
risk.  Some  years  ago,  I  was  sent  to  a  little  town  in  interior 
Illinois  to  investigate  a  case  which  looked  somewhat  "crooked'* 
upon  its  face.  An  insured  party — a  man  about  thirty,  died  of 
consumption  some  six  weeks  after  bis  examination.    Upon  in- 
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vestigating  the  case,  I  found  the  following  facts :  The  deceased 
had  been  a  confirmed  consumptive  for  more  than  two  years,  and 
had  been  treated  for  this  disease  by  the  very  man  who  examined 
him  for  life  insurance.  Haifa  dozen  other  equally  doubtful  risks 
were  found,  still  alive,  indeed,  but  manifesting  signs  and  symp- 
toms which  would  send  the  cold  chills  over  the  home  office ;  and 
all  these  risks  had  been  examined  and  recommended  by  this  same 
examiner,  and  upon  his  recommendation  policies  were  issued. 
What  was  the  explanation  ?  Simply  this  :  The  local  agent  and 
the  examiner  had  "pooled  their  issues''  in  the  life  insurance  busi- 
ness ;  that  is,  they  had  agreed  to  "work''  life  insurance  together, 
and  divide  equally  the  commission  and  examination  fees,  and  the 
result  was  what  might  have  been  expected,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  examiner  should  in  no  manner  and  in  no  degree  compromise 
his  perfect  independence  of  all  local  influences  or  dictation. 

In  the  second  place,  let  us  look  for  a  few  moments  at  the  duties 
and  obligations  of  the  examiner  to  the  applicants  for  insurance. 

Applicants  for  life  insurance  have  certain  rights  which  belong 
to  them, and  which  cannot  be  taken  from  them  without  injustice; 
and  it  happens  that  they  are  dependent  upon  the  medical  exam 
iners  for  protection  and  fair  treatment.  An  applicant  ought 
never  to  be  rejected,  except  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons.  It 
works  an  injury  which  is  lasting.  It  practically  disbars  the  in- 
jured party  from  the  benefits  of  life  insurance ;  for  a  rejection  is 
the  mark  of  a  burning  iron  which  is  indelible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
insurance  world.  It  goes  on  record  at  the  home  office ;  it  becomes 
the  common  property  of  all  the  companies ;  and  thus  it  becomes 
a  part  of  the  written  history  of  a  man's  life.  Now,  life  insurance 
is  every  man's  privilege,  until  he  is  clearly  proved  to  be  inelig- 
ible ;  it  is  a  privilege  of  inestimable  value,  and  one  which  should 
not  be  lightly  abridged  or  destroyed.  "In  doubtful  cases,"  the 
company's  instructions  generally  read,  "give  the  company  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  and  reject,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  This  is 
all  very  well  and  very  proper ;  but  let  the  "doubt"  be  clearly 
established.  Some  point  in  the  family  history,  which  the  appli- 
cant cannot  explain  without  seeking  information  elsewhere,  or 
the  presence  of  a  simple  cartarrhal  cold,  or  some  other  trivial 
2  8  P. 
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and  probable  transitory  objection,  ought  not  to  be  converted  oflf 
hand  into  a  "doubt/'  and  therefore  a  rejection.     Let  justice  be 
done;  let  the  applicant  be  given  an   opportunity  to  explain  his 
family  history,  or  otherwise  "argue  his  cafie;"  let  the  bronchial 
irritation  have  a  few  days  of  grace;  let  the  final  decision  be  post- 
poned a  little,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  good  risk  may  be 
saved  to  the  company,  and  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  applicant  be 
avoided.  ^  Some  companies  require  the  examiner  to  classify  the 
subjects  he  examines,  r»ccording  to  their  deg'^ee  of  excellence, 
into  first,  second  and  third-class  risks.     More  than  fifteen  years 
ago  in  reviewing  the  first  edition  of  my  friend  Professor  Allen's 
work,  on  "Medical  Examinations  for  Life  Insurance,''  I  ex- 
pressed ray  disapproval  of  this  plan  in  unqualified  terms,  and 
subsequent  experience  and  observation   has  but  strengthened  my 
opinion.     In  the  first  place,  there  can  be  no  fixed  standard  of 
human  physical  perfection,  and  therefore  no  absolute  standard  of 
comparison.     Hence,  not  even  the  medical  director  himself  can 
erect  a  fixed  standard  of  excellence  or  f 'ultlessness  for  his  sub- 
ordinates to  study  as  their  guide;  hence,  also,  there  must  in  prac- 
tice be  as  many  standards  as  there  are  medical  examiners;  in 
other  words,  every  examiner  must  judge  for  himself.     A  very 
timid  and  conservative  examiner  would  be  likely  to  commit  errors 
on  the  side  of  an  extreme  conservatism,  while  a  bold  and  aggres- 
sive examiner  would  commit  quite  as  many  errors  in  the  opposite 
direction.     The  practical  result  at  the  home  office  would  be  sim- 
ply confusion,  with  corresponding  perplexity  to  the  medical  di- 
rector. 

But  \!^here  this  S7Stem  is  adopted  by  the  home  office  it  must 
be  followed  by  examiners.  The  question  then  comes  up,  what  is 
a  first-class  risk  ?  Of  course,  if  only  faultlessly  perfect  subjects 
are  first-class  they  must  be  few  and  far  between,  since  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  find  a  person  of  adult  years  who  is  physically  per- 
fect. Again,  if  anything  less  than  sanitary  perfection  can  be 
accepted  as  first-class,  at  what  point  shall  the  line  be  drawn  ? — 
or  where  shall  first-class  end  and  second-class  begin  ?  It  is  evi- 
dent that  no  absolute  rule  can  be  established,  but  that  each  man 
must  in  practice  erect  his  own  standard,  and  judge  for  himself^ 
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In  my  own  practice^  I  am  accustomed  to  rating  as  first-class 
all  applicants  who  convince  me^  upon  good  and  substantial  grounds, 
that  they  are  likely  to  "live  out"  their  expectation,  and  I  think 
this  rule  is  just  and  fair  as  regards  both  applicants  and  companies. 

The  medical  examiner  frequently  becomes  possessed  of  infor- 
mation foncerning  applicants  which  is  confidential  in  its  nature. 
I  need  hardly  add  that  all  such  revelations  should  be  as  jealously 
guarded  as  though  they  were  made  by  a  patient  at  a  regular  con- 
sultation. The  insuree  has  the  right  to  demand  this,  and  the 
law  would,  without  doubt,  protect  him  in  that  right. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the  subject  of  the 
medical  examiner's  fees.  They  are,  of  course,  ridiculously  small. 
Most  of  the  companies  pay  a  uniform  fee  of  three  dollars;  per- 
haps half  a  dozen  pay  five  dollars,  while  a  considerably  larger 
number  pay  but  two  dollars.  I  sometimes  hear  of  the  "injustice*' 
of  the  companies  in  paying  such  trivial  renumeration  for  so  re- 
sponsible a  service;  but  I  do  not  so  regard  it.  It  is  not  the 
business  of  the  companies  to  crowd  larger  fees  upon  us;  it  is  our 
business  to  demand  them,  and  that  is  just  what  we  are  not  likely 
to  do.  Physicians,  as  a  body,  are  somewhat  remarkable  for  their 
lack  of  business  acumen,  and  for  their  utter  want  of  cohesive 
force.  Whichever  way  the  physician  turns,  he  is  victimized  by 
rings  and  trades-unions;  the  butcher,  the  grocer,  the  plumber, 
the  carpenter,  every  other  tradesman  and  artisan  is  bound  and 
protected  by  the  laws  of  his  guild.  But  the  physician  not  only 
fights  the  trades-unions  single-handed,  but  he  also  enters  into  a 
lively  competition  with  his  brother  across  the  way.  Now,  in- 
surance managers  know  all  this;  and  so  long  as  we  continue  to 
drug  the  market  with  medical  men  to  whom  time  is  a  burden, 
and  especially  so  long  as  we  continue  to  manifest  an  utter  want 
of  union  among  ourselves,  the  companies  will  fix  the  price  to 
suit  themselves,  and  nobody  can  blame  them. 

But  the  question  of  a  "more  perfect  union"  among  physicians 
— a  union  which  shall  adjudicate  not  only  upon  matters  of  ethics, 
but  upon  our  material  and  financial  interest  as  well,  is  one  which 
ought  to  engage  our  thoughtful  attention. — St.  Louis  Weekly 
Medioai  Bemewn 
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The  Treatment  op  Stricture  op  the  Urethra  by  In- 
ternal Urethrotomy,  with  a  Review  op  the  Different 
Methods.* — There  can  be  no  difference  ot  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  danger  of  neglecting  stricture  of  the  urethra;  retention  of 
urine,  perinei^l  fistulse,  cystitis,  and  suppuration  in  the  kidneys 
are  the  most  serious,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  common  con- 
sequences. Besides  obviating  these  possible  evils,  we  are  often 
called  upon  to  interfere  in  order  to  relieve  the  pressing  symptoms 
of  stricture  and  to  prevent  their  'recurrence;  and  I  propose  to 
explain  what  I  believe  to  be  the  best  means  for  attaining  these 
ends.  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  symptoms  or  the  diagnosis 
of  stricture,  my  remarks  will  be  confined  to  the  various  methods 
that  may  be  employed  for  effecting  a  permanent  or  radical  cure. 
By  this  I  mean  the  restoration  of  the  strictured  portion  of  the 
urethra  to  its  normal  calibre,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  improve- 
ment will  be  not  temporary  but  permanent. 

Many  methods  have  been  and  are  still  employed;  the  most 
important  of  these  are  four  in  number,  namely,  dilatation,  rup- 
ture, external  and  internal  urethrotomy.  With  regard  to  dilata- 
tion, either  gradual  or  continuous,  it  is  of  course,  the  simplest 
and  the  safest  method,  and  it  should  always  be  first  tried ;  but  it 
is  often  found  inefficacious  for  old  standing  indurated  strictures 
for  those  which  are  characterized  by  resiliency  and  for  strictures 
of  traumatic  origin.  The  second  method,  rupture  or  divulsion 
of  the  stricture,  is  open  to  many  objections.  With  the  ordinary 
instrument  the  stricture  cannot  be  lacerated  or  split  without  the 
risk  of  tearing,  at  the  same  time,  the  healthy  portion  of  the 
urethra.  Besides,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  extent  to  which 
the  stricture  has  been  split,  and  if  much  force  be  used,  the  lacera- 
tion is  likely  to  involve  the  deeper  tissues  of  the  urethra.  An- 
other grave  objection  is  constituted  by  the  fact  that  in  neglected 
cases  the  cicatrices,  after  Holt's  operation,  give  rise  to  contractions 
as  resistant  as  stricfures  of  traumatic  origin. 

We  now  come  to  the  methods  which  involve  incision  of  the 
urethra,  and,  first,  as  to  the  external  urethrotomy.     In  this  opera- 

*Read  in  the  Section  of  Surgery,  by  Walter  Coulson,  P.  R.  0,  S.,  England, 
Surgeon  to  the  Lock  Hospital,  etc. 
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tioD,  to  which  the  late  Mr.  Syme'M  name  has  been  attached^  a 
staff  is  passed  through  the  stricture,  and  upon  this,  as  a  guide, 
an  incision  is  made  from  the  perineum.  The  results  of  this 
operation,  so  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  statistics,  are  in  general 
very  satisfactory,  but  it  should,  I  think,  be  reserved  for  severe 
traumatic  cases,  and  for  cases  complicated  by  perineal  fistul®  and 
abscess.  A  less  serious  operation,  and  one  in  which  only  the 
diseased  parts  are  dealt  with,  is  much  more  generally  applicable. 
To  put  the  case  briefly,  I  would  say  that,  with  the  exceptions  just 
mentioited,  internal  urethrotomy  should  be  performed  when  the 
method  by  dilatation  is  impracticable,  and  also  when  retention 
recurs  in  spite  of  dilatation. 

I  now  t..erefore  come  to  the  immediate  subject  ot  this  paper, 
and  I  propose  to  describe  the  operation  of  internal  uiethrotomy 
(as  practiced  at  the  hospital  with  which  I  am  connected),  to  allude 
to  the  results  of  the  operations,  and  to  review  the  different  meth- 
ods of  performing  it. 

Internal  urethrotomy  can  be  performed  in  two  ways;  that  is  to 
say,  the  stricture  can  be  incised  from  behind  forwards,  or  from 
before  in  a  backward  direction  towards  the  bladder.  Each  plan 
has  its  advocates,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  extremely  good 
results  have  been  attained  by  both  methods.  Still,  as  I  shall 
presently  attempt  to  show,  the  division  of  the  stricture  from  be- 
fore backwards  is,  for  several  reasons,  to  be  preferred  to  the  other 
plan. 

At  St.  Peter's  Hospital  we  are  accustomed  to  use  the  urethro- 
tome known  as  Maisonneuve's,  but  modified  and  improved  in 
various  ways  by  Sedillot,  Gouley,  and  in  particular  by  my  col- 
league, Mr.  Teevan.  The  instrument  consists  of  a  grooved  staff, 
which  is  introduced  into  the  bladder.  A  triangular  blade,  with 
a  stilet  attached,  is  made  to  slide  along  the  groove,  and  the  blade 
is  contained  in  a  double  sheath,  from  which  it  is  protruded  when 
the  stricture  is  reached.  In  Maisonneuve's  original  instrument 
the  blade  was  furnished  with  a  knot,  and  the  groove  extended  to 
the  end  of  the  staff.  The  groove  in  this  instrument  terminates 
two  inches  from  the  end;  it  is  likewise  fitted  with  a  wire  stilet. 
on  the  withdrawal  of  which  urine  will  flow  if  the  instrument  be 
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really  in  the  bladder.  The  knob  on  the  blade  is  replaced  by  the 
double  sheath  which  encases  the  knife.  The  instrument  termi- 
nates in  a  small  screw  by  means  of  which  it  can  be  attached  to  a 
conducting  bougie  which  guides  it  into  the  bladder.  Before 
making  the  incision  it  is  of  great  importance  to  be  quite  certain 
that  the  instrument  is  really  in  the  bladder,  for  in  the  absence  of 
such  proof  a  false  passage  might  be  divided  instead  of  the  strict- 
ture.  After  this  instrument  has  been  passed  the  stilet  is  with- 
drawn, and  urine  will  then  escape  if  the  bladder  have  been  reached. 

The  operation  is  performed  at  St.  Peter's  Hospital  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  A  fine  flexible  guiding  bougie  equally  in  size 
to  No.  4  or  5  F.  is  passed  into  the  bladder.  The  s^aff  or  sheath 
of  the  urethrotome  is  then  screwed  on  to  the  guide,  passed  through 
the  stricture  into  the  bladder,  and  held  in  position  by  an  assistant. 
The  operator  with  his  left  hand  seizes  the  penis  just  behind  the 
glans  and  draws  it  forward;  with  his  right  hand  he  pushes  the 
stem  of  the  sheathed  knife  down  the  urethra  until  the  obstruction 
is  reached ;  the  knife  is  then  protruded,  and  all  resisting  tissue 
in  front  of  it  is  divided.  The  incision  is  thus  made  in  tjhe  roof 
of  the  urethra.  The  knife  is  then  withdrawn  into  its  sheath 
which  is  pushed  along  the  urethra  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the 
division  has  been  complete.  If  it  be  so,  the  instrument  is  im- 
mediately withdrawn.  A  full  sized  silver  catheter  is  then  passed; 
the  bladder  is  emptied,  and  the  catheter  is  at  once  withdrawn. 

It  occasionally  happens  that  some  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
the  introduction  of  the  catheter  alter  the  operation.  In  some 
cases  this  is  due  to  the  staff  having  been  held  too  far  out  by  the 
assistant  so  that  the  stricture  is  not  completely  divided.  But  this 
difficulty  will  not  be  experienced  if  the  sheath  be  found  to  pass 
freely  through  the  stricture  after  division.  If  it  meet  with  an 
obstruction  the  incision  must  be  repeated.  The  passage  of  a  full- 
sized  silver  catheter  suffices  to  prove  that  the  calibre  of  the 
urethra  has  been  restored  to  its  normal  dimensions. 

With  regard  to  the  after-treatment,  the  ordinary  course  is  as 
follows:  Immediately  after  the  operation  (the  patient,  of  course, 
remains  in  bed)  hot  bottles  are  applied  to  the  feet,  and  three 
grains  of  quinine  are  given  with   half  an  ounce  of  brandy.     A 
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little  warm  beef  tea  is  also  given  from  time  to  time.  If  no  rigora 
occur  the  patient  has  a  hot  bath  at  nighty  and  forty-eight  hoars 
afterwards  a  French  bougie  corresponding  in  size  to  the  catheter 
used  after  the  operation  is  passed  along  the  urethra.  The  patient 
is  then  allowed  to  get  up.  The  bougie  is  passed  every  thi*ee  or 
four  days,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  or  fourteen  days  the  patient  is 
taught  how  to  use  the  instrument  himself.  When  he  is  able  to 
do  this  satisfactorily  he  is  discharged  and  attends  as  an  out-door 
patient,  with  instructions  to  use  the  catheter  once  a  week.  He  is 
kept  under  observation  for  as  long  a  period  as  he  can  be  induced 
to  attend. 

The  next  point  refers  to  the  results  of  the  operation,  and  these 
I  think  are  very  satisfactory.  The  house-surgeon  at  St.  Peter's 
Hospital  has  prepared  a  list  of  206  cases  of  stricture  for  which 
internal  urethrotomy  has  been  performed  during  the  last  ten  years. 
I  will  mention  only  a  few  of  the  results  shown  by  an  analysis  of 
(his  list.  The  ages  oi  these  206  patients  varied  from  16  to  69 
years.  Only  four  were  under  20;  the  decade  from  30  to  40  gave 
the  largest  number  of  cases.  In  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases 
the  strictures  were  of  a  severe  form.  In  twelve  they  were  of 
traumatic  origin.  Ten  cases  terminated  fatally,  hut  two  of  them 
died  from  causes  unconnected  with  the  operation,  for  one  patient 
succumbed  to  bronchitis,  and  in  another  death  followed  lithotomy, 
which  was  performed  twenty-oue  days  after  the  patient  had  been 
subjected  to  internal  urethrotomy.  In  a  majority  of  the  eight 
cases  in  which  death  was  attributable  to  the  operation,  the  fatal 
result  was  immediately  due  to  suppression  of  urine.  Collapse 
and  signs  of  pysemia  were  the  symptoms  that  preceded  death  in 
the  remaining  fatal  cases. 

We  next  have  to  inquire  into  the  results  of  the  operation  sla 
regards  the  condition  of  the  stricture.  Are  the  effects  permanent 
or  are  the  symptoms  likely  to  return  ?  I  believe  that  a  perman- 
ent and  radical  cure  will  lesult,  provided  that  the  stricture  have 
been  sufficiently  divided  to  allow  the  introduction  of  a  full  sized 
instrument,  and  the  patient  has  learned  the  art  of  passing  the 
bougie  himself.  Whenever  circumstances  permit  the  surgeon 
should  pass  a  steel  instrument  irom  time  to  time.     If,  in  spite  of 
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these  precautions  or  as  a  consequence  of  neglect  the  symptoms 
reappear,  the  operation  can  of  course  be  repeated. 

I' operated  last  week  upon  a  patiept  for  whom  I  performed  the 
same  operation  two  years  ago.  The  case  was  one  of  traumatic 
stricture,  and  the  first  operation  was  immediately  successful,  but 
the  patient  neglected  the  instructions  given  him;  he  never  at- 
tempted to  pass  an  instrument,  and  the  stricture  recurred. 

A  few  words  with  regard  to  the  use  of  ansesthetics  when  in- 
ternal urethrotomy  is  performed.  In  the  206  cases  referred  to, 
ether  was  given  in  52  instances  and  chloroform  in  3.  Among 
the  last  62  cases  contained  in  the  list  ansesthetics  were  found  nec- 
essary in  four  cases  only.  The  operation  is  by  no  means  a  very 
painful  one,  and  the  absence  of  an  ansesthetic  considerably  lessens 
the  risk  to  the  patient.  Cases  for  which  an»sthetics  are  most 
needed  are  those  in  which  the  constricting  portion  is  very  dense, 
and  the  patients  are  of  decidedly  intemperate  habits.  Such  pa- 
tients bear  pain  badly;  they  nearly  always  struggle,  and  a  com- 
paratively simple  operation  is  thus  rendered  somewbat  dangerous. 
In  any  case,  however,  where  there  is  likely  to  be  anything  more 
than  the  slightest  resistance  on  the  pait  of  the  patient,  an  an»8- 
thetic  should  be  given. 

The  possible  accidents  of  the  operation  are  few  in  number. 
01  the  206  cases  referred  to,  haemorrhage  occurred  in  16.  This, 
however,  is  readily  controllable  if  the  operation  have  been  per- 
formed upon  the  anterior  portion  of  the  canal,  and  it  is  at  all 
times  less  likely  to  happen  if,  as  I  have  recommended,  the  roof 
of  the  urethra  be  divided.  Kigors  and  urethral  fever  are  some- 
what common;  their  occurrence  was  noticed  in  61  cases.  A  few 
grains  of  quinine  given  immediately  after  the  operation  would 
appear  to  lessen  the  severity  of  this  compliaition.  Extravasa- 
tion of  urine  has  not  occurred  in  any  of  my  cases.  Suppression 
of  urine  is  the  most  iormidable  accident.  In  five  cases  it  was 
incomplete  or  partial;  in  two  it  was  complete,  and  fatal  in  its 
results.  In  one  of  these  cases  on  post-mortem  examination  the 
kidneys  were  found  to  be  enlarged  (nearly  twice  their  normal 
weight)  and  congested,  and  to  contain  purulent  fluid  in  their  in- 
teriors.    The  ureters  were  dilated  and  full  of  pus;  the  bladder 
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was  inflamed  and  hypertrophied,  and  contained  only  a  small 
qnantity  of  dark  purulent  fluid.  The  record  of  the  urine  as 
examined  a  week  before  the  operation,  spates  "urine  1016,  acid, 
no  albumen/' 

With  regard  to  the  circumstances  which  forbid  the  operation 
of  internal  urethrotomy,  all  I  need  say  is  that  it  is  contraindi- 
cated  if  severe  renal  mischief  be  shown  to  exist.  I  should  hesi- 
tate to  operate  upon  a  patient  with  decided  symptoms  of  pyelitis, 
or  on  one  whose  urine  contained  albumen  and  hyaline  and  gran- 
ular casts. 

I  have  thus  described  the  operation  and  its  results.  I  wish,  in 
conclusion,  to  point  out  the  advantage  which  my  method  of  opera- 
ting possesses  as  compared  with  the  plan  in  which  the  incisions 
are  made  from  behind  fowards,  as  with  Civiale's  instrument  and 
its  modifications.  This  latter  method  has,  as  you  doubtless  know, 
been  recently  advocated  by  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  in  his  lectures 
delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England.  In  his 
operation  the  stricture  has  to  be  dilated  up  to  No.  5  English  be- 
fore the  urethrotome  can  be  passed.  The  bulb  of  the  instrument 
is  introduced  through  the  stricture,  and  passed  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  beyond,  but  no  portion  of  the  instrument 
reaches  the  bladder.  This  incision  is  made  from  behind  forwards 
on  the  floor  of  the  urethra.  The  preliminary  requisite  of  anses- 
thesia,  and  the  retention  of  a  catheter  for  forty-eight  hours  after 
the  operation  are  the  remaining  distinguishing  features  of  Sir 
Henry  Thompson's  plan. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  Sir  Henry  Thomp^^on's  hands  his 
method  of  operating  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  but  to  use 
Civiale's  instrument  with  safety  and  success  requires  a  man  who 
has  had  a  laage  experience,  and  enjoyed  very  special  opportuni- 
ties. Even  under  those  circumstances  there  are,  I  maintain, 
several  objections  to  the  instrument  and  the  operation.  In  the 
first  place  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  all  strictures  suitable 
for  internal  incision  can  be  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  an  ureth- 
rotome with  a  bulb  of  a  diameter  of  No.  5  (English).  As  a 
matter  of  fact  strictures  of  traumatic  origin  and  strictures  attended 
with  much  induration  cannot  be  sufficiently  dilated.     But  the 
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bulb  of  Civiale's  urethrotome  cannot  be  passed  behind  the  stric- 
ture unless  considerable  dilatation  is  feasible.  Teevan's  instru- 
ment^ on  the  other  hand,  can  be  passed  through  very  tight  narrow 
strictures.  In  the  second  place,  having  passed  Civiale's  instru- 
ment down  the  urethra  you  cannot  be  quite  sure  as  to  where  the 
instrument  has  really  gone.  It  may,  for  example,  be  in  a  false 
passage.  With  this  instrument  of  Mr.  Teevan's,  if  urine  flow 
when  the  stilet  is  withdrawn  you  know  that  you  are  safe,  and  in 
my  opinion  no  man  should  perform  internal  urethrotomy  for  the 
cure  of  stricture  unless  he  have  positive  proof  that  the  instrument 
he  employs  has  passed  through  the  stricture  and  is  in  the  bladder. 
The  third  objection  to  Oiviale^s  instrument  is  that  with  it  the 
operator  cannot  tell  where  the  incision  is  to  stop.  With  Teevan^s 
urethrotome  you  know  not  only  where  your  incision  will  begin, 
but  also  where  it  will  end,  i.  e.,  as  soon  as  all  the  constricting 
tissue  has  been  divided. 

With  regard  also  to  certain  other  details  of  the  operation  I 
think  that  the  method  I  have  just  described  is  preferable  to  Sir 
Henry  Thompson's.  Thus  I  think  it  safer  to  make  the  incision 
along  the  roof  of  the  urethra  than  along  its  floor.  There  is  less 
bleeding  and  less  risk  of  extravasation  of  urine.  I  have  indeed 
noticed  bleeding  only  in  those  cases  in  which  the  incision  was 
made  in  the  floor  of  the  urethra.  I  also  prefer  to  operate  with- 
out placing  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic.  As 
I  have  said  before,  the  pain  is  slight;  the  operation  requires  only 
a  few  seconds  for  its  performance,  and  it  is  also  well  to  avoid, 
when  possible,  even  the  slight  risk  involved  in  the  use  of  ether 
or  chloroform. 

In  the  last  place,  I  cannot  regard  the  retentien  of  a  No.  12  or 
13  gum  elastic  catheter  for  forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation 
as  a  necessary  or  safe  practice.  To  say  nothing  of  the  discomfort 
to  the  patient,  surely  the  risks  of  cystitis,  rigors,  and  of  urethral 
fever  must  be  increased  by  the  retention  of  the  catheter.  My 
practice  is  to  empty  the  bladder  after  the  operation ;  some  hours 
will  then  elapse  before  any  amount  of  urine  accumulates,  and  by 
that  time  the  cut  surface  will  be  covered  with  a  clot,  and  the  pa- 
tient will  be  able  to  pass  his  urine  with  comparatively  little  dis- 
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comfort.  This  point  with  regard  to  the  non-retention  of  a  cath- 
eter, was  especially  insisted  on  by  Mr.  Tee  van  in  a  paper  he  read 
before  this  Association  a  few  years  ago. 

These,  then,  are  the  advantages  which  I  claim  for  the  one  as 
compared  with  the  other  operation.  My  remarks  are  based  upon 
my  own  experience  and  that  of  my  colleagues,  and  I  am  tolerably 
confident  that  my  future  experience  of  this  operation  will  tend 
to  corroborate  the  views  I  have  just  expressed. — Brit.  Med,  Jour. 


A  E^fty-One-Yeabs-Experience-Man's  Apvice  to  the 
Medical  Youth  op  England. — The  JtfedtcoZ^^rc  is  responsible 
for  the  following  quotation  from  an  influential  English  Medical 
Journal.  It  is  so  ludicrous  that  if  there  are  many  such  practi- 
tioners in  England,  we  do  not  wonder  at  the  compliment  paid  to 
America  by  Lawson  Tait.  We  would  not  insult  our  English 
confreres  by  supposing  that  the  specimen  which  brays  in  this 
quotation  is  other  tlian  a  monstrosity. 

"A  practitioner  of  fifty-one  year's  standing,"  for  instance, 
gives  an  exhibition  of  it  in  the  Medical  Times  of  the  13th  ult., 
which  is  all  the  more  nauseating  because  of  the  aqthor's  years. 
He  commences  by  describing  how  the  practitioner  should  an- 
nounce himself  in  a  ''good  neighborhood.^'  He  will  find  in  such 
neighborhoods  two  bells  and  a  knocker  on  each  house.  One  bell 
is  marked  '"visitors"  and  the  other  "servants."  Which  of  these 
should  the  physician  choose  ? 

"  My  own  practice,"  he  says,  "  has  been  to  ring  the  visitors' 
bell  gently,  though  even  that,  when  calling  to  see  one  of  the  ser- 
vants, has  seemed  to  savour  of  impropriety.  But  whatever  course 
the  young  doctor  may  choose  let  him,  above  all  things,  beware 
of  using  the  knocker.  That  would  imply  a  familiarity  with  the 
&mily,  the  very  suspicion  of  which  it  behooves  the  circumspect 
practitioner  to  avoid.  So  long  as  he  confines  his  manipulations 
to  the  bell-handle  he  is  safe.  The  next  problem  that  confronts 
him  is,  what  to  do  with  his  hat.  Following  the  custom  of  other 
men  who  have  business  in  the  house,  he  should  by  rights  leave 
it  in  the  hall,  not  on  the  floor,  but  on  the  hall  table.     This  course, 
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however,  may  involve  him  in  serions  danger.  If  there  are 
children  about  the  house  they  may  be  counted  upon  to  play  with 
it,  perhaps  to  march  into  the  drawing  room  with  it  on  their 
heads — a  complication  which,  I  need  hardly  say,  as  being  evi- 
dence of  undue  familiarity,  would  be  of  the  gravest  import.  My 
own  plan  has  always  been  to  take  my  hat  with  me  and  only  re- 
linquish it  when  the  clinical  investigation  of  a  case  rendered  such 
a  course  absolutely  necessary.  Familiarity  is  impossible  so  long 
as  the  hand  keeps  touch  of  the  beaver.  It  is  an  almost  impreg- 
nable rampart  and  would  take  the  sting  out  of  anything  that 
tale-bearing  domestics  mi^ht  say  hereafter.  The  ethics  and  eti- 
quette of  hand-shaking  form  a  most  difficult  subject.  As  a  rule, 
I  agree  with  the  Lancet  that  it  is  best  to  avoid  it.  If  a  lady  of 
title  offers  two  jewelled  fingers,  the  young  practitioner  would  be 
at  once  foolish  and  rude  to  decline  to  take  them,  but  the  touch 
should  be  cold  and  momentary.  With  the  wives  of  commoners 
it  will  be  best,  if  it  can  be  done  without  obvious  rudeness,  to  bow 
formally,  instead  of  offering  to  shake  hands,  both  on  entering 
and  leaving.'' 

Certainly,  if  there  are  many  such  as  this  fifty-one-years-expe- 
rience-man, then  the  counsel  of  Lawson  Tait,  also  quoted  from 
the  Medical  Age  should  be  of  some  value. 

"American  doctors  regard  a  run  over  to  £urope  every  few 
years  as  a  kind  of  class  in  taking  a  cosmopolitan  post-graduate 
college,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  of  surgical  practice  on  our 
own  continent,  in  this  country,  and  in  America,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation whatever  in  recording  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  vastly 
beneficial  to  both  continental  and  English  surgery  if  return, 
visits  were  made  in  larger  numbers.  I  do  not  say  we  are  lacking 
either  in  surgical  culture  or  in  earnestness  of  purpose,  but  on  the 
great  Western  Continent  there  is  an  enthusiasm,  a  vivid  interest 
in  life,  a  regular  go-a-headedness  of  which  it  would  be  well  if 
we  had  a  stronger  infusion.  The  general  summary  of  my  visit 
to  the  United  States  and  to  Canada  may  be  briefly  put  in  the 
statement  that  no  Englishmen  can  obtain  a  reasonably  full  grasp 
of  how  the  world  is  moving,  or  of  the  numerous  phases  of  life, 
medical  and  surgical,  as  well  as  others,  until  he  has  seen  life 
across  the  Atlantic.'' — St  Louis  Weekly  Medical  Review. 
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Dysmenorbhcea  Treated  by  Rapid  Dilatation. — In  a 
clinical  lecture  by  Dr.  Wm.  Goodel  {Medieal  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, November  8,  1884,)  we  learn  that  he  has  performed  this 
operation  168  times.  It  is  the  operation  in  mechanical  dysmen- 
orrhoea  (the  most  common  form^  perhaps^  and  due  generally  to 
anteflexion  of  the  uterus  with  stenosis  of  the  cervical  canal). 
The  tendency  of  this  is  to  continue  and  increase^  owing  to  the 
repeated  disteusi6n  of  t^e  uterus.  Dilatation  is  of  great  benefit 
also  in  the  nervous  and  hysterical  form.  Dr.  6.  has  never  had 
any  more  serious  symptoms  than  local  peritonitis  (in  one  case 
only  at  all  severe),  and  in  two  cases  laceration  of  the  cervix,  to 
result  from  the  operation.  He  keeps  the  patient  in  until  the 
soreness  is  gone,  usually  forty-eight  hours.  He  uses  two  dilators 
of  the  Ellinger  pattern.  Ether  is  required.  There  is  no  com- 
parison as  to  safety  between  this  and  the  cutting  operation,  which 
has  been  followed  by  many  deaths,  besides  being  less  successful 
than  the  other.  Improvement  after  dilatation  is  usually  very 
marked,  though  there  may  be  pain  with  one  or  two  periods.  To 
relieve  pain  he  introduces  one  or  two  suppositories  of  one  grain 
of  opium  each.  For  soreness,  a  poultice  is  applied  or  ice  if  the 
temperature  rise  above  102°,  and  the  patient  is  kept  in  bed  lor 
forty-eight  hours  after  the  soreness  has  disappeared.  Of  Dr. 
GoodelPs  operations  in  the  vast  majority  there  has  been  immense 
improvement,  and  in  a  large  proportion  a  positive  cure.  Occa- 
sionally a  second  operation  is  required.  If  done  for  dysmenorrhoea 
it  is  done  after  menstruation,  if  for  sterility,  before. — Med.  Herald. 


The  Tkeatmbnt  of  Phthisis. — What  little  we  know  about 
this  matter  is  very  well  summed  up  by  Dr.  J.  Burney  Yeo,  in 
the  London  Medical  Times,  December  6,  1884: 

1.  In  the  first  place,  to  prevent  or  amend  those  faults  of  con- 
stitution, organization,  and  development  which  predispose  to  the 
acquirement  of  this  disease. 

2.  To  prevent  or  cure  those  local  pulmonary  affections  which 
may  induce  a  tendency  to  this  disease,  even  where  no  constitu- 
tional predisposition  is  found  to  exist. 
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3.  To  prevent  the  possible  spread  of  the  disease  by  the  con- 
veyance of  its  germs  from  the  sick  to  those  who  are  necessarily 
brought  into  close  contact  with  them. 

4.  To  endeavor,  so  far  as  possible,  to  antagonize  the  influence 
of  the  infective  organism  in  situ,  and  in  its  action  on  the  consti- 
tution. To  attempt  fo  hinder  the  progress  of  its  development 
and  reproduction,  and  its  extension  to  the  sound  parts  of  the 
affected  lung,  and  also  to  the  sound  unaffected  long,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  infection  of  other  organs.  This  is  what  is  understood 
by  antiseptic  treatment. 

5.  To  lessen  and  remove  the  fewer  and  other  constitutional  dis- 
turbances dependent  on  the  infection  of  the  constitution,  as  well 
as  on  the  local  inflammation. 

6.  To  lessen  a'^.d  arrest  the  local  irritation  and  inflammatory 
and  catarrhal  changes  when  evidences  of  such  make  their  appear- 
ance. 

7.  To  improve  the  disturbed  and  defective  nutrition  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  medicinal,  regimenal,  climatic,  etc. 

8.  To  relieve  the  various  distressing  symptoms  that  occur  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  malady. 

9.  To  diminish  as  far  as  possible  the  evil  consequences  of  the 
several  grave  complications  incident  to  its  course. — Philadelphia 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


GoNOBBHCEA  AND  Chordee. — Troublcsomc  gonorrhoeal  cases 
do  not  fail  to  occur  except  in  the  experience  of  those  who  are  in 
the  possession  of  unfailing  remedies.  A  retired  Army  Surgeon, 
without  apparently  expecting  such  good  results,  ordered  for  an 
officer,  some  fifleen  years  ago,  who  was  just  about  to  present  him- 
self for  duty,  but  who  was  suffering  from  gonorrhoea  associated 
with  an  intense  chordee  at  night,  the  following  two  preparations: 
Aquffi,  Svij.;  mucilago  acaci»,  Sj.;  ext.  balladonnse,  gr.  xx. ; 
and  zinci  sulph.,  gr.  xx.  A  teaspoonful  injected  frequently.  The 
other  is  an  external  application  consisting  of  unguenti  spermaceti 
3iv.;  unguenti  hydrarg.,  3  iv. ;  ext.  belladonna,  gr,  x.;  ext.  opii^ 
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gr.  z.,  to  be  smeared  freely  along  th^  perineum  and  around  the 
crura  penis  at  night.  "Complete  cure*'  occurred  within  a  week. 
The  following  injection  for  gonorrhoea  is  also  recommended.  It 
is  claimed  to  be  superior  to  any  other  injection :  R.  Pnlv.  iodo- 
form, 20;  acidi  carbolici,  10;  glycerini,  80;  aquae  distillatfie,  200. 
— Medical  Record. 


RuPTTTRE  OF  THE  Urethra. — Dr.  Clarkson  Freeman,-  pf 
Milton,  Ontario,  favors  us  with  notes  of  an  interesting  case  of 
rupture  of  the  urethra,  of  which  we  make  the  following  ab- 
stract: A  farmer,  aged  twenty-nine,  fell  a  distance  of  ten  feet, 
astride  a  board  one  inch  wide.  Bleeding  of  the  urethra  was 
noticed  immediately.  After  some  difficulty,  a  No.  5  metal  cath- 
eter was  introduced  into  the  bladder.  The  instrument  was 
changed  every  few  days  until  No.  12  was  reached.  An  abscess 
subsequently  formed  in  the  seat  of  the  rupture,  which,  when 
opened,  gave  great  relief  to  constitutional  symptoms.  The  ten- 
dency to  contraction  of  the  urethra  was  so  great  as  to  necessitate 
the  almost  constant  use  of  the  catheter  for  two  months.  We  con- 
gratulate the  Doctor  on  the  admirable  result  which  followed. 
He  suggests,  and  we  quite  agree  with  him,  that  the  flexible  cath- 
eter is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  hard,  unyielding  silyer 
instrument  in  such  cases,  especially,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
retain  it  in  the  bladder  for  any  length  of  time. — Canada  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 


Puerperal  Septic-EMIA. — Professor  T.  G.  Thomas;  in  an 
address  delivered  at  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Association,  November  19th,  1884,  says:  "  Were 
I  called  upon  to  sum  up  the  treatment  of  a  declared,  undoubted 
case  of  undoubted  septicsemia,  marked  by  the  usual  symptoms  of 
pulse  of  120,  temperature  105°  or  106°,  which  would  meet  the 
requirements  of  our  time,  I  should  give  it  categorically  thus:  — 

1.  Quiet  all  pain  by  morphine  hypodermically. 

2.  Wash  out  the  uterine  cavity  with  antiseptics. 

3.  Lower  the  temperature  at  once  below  a  hundred,  not  by  the 
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barbarous  method  of  the  cold  bath^  but  by  the  far  better  one  of 
the  coil  of  ruDDiDg  water. 

4.  Feed  the  patient  upon  milk  and  nothing  else,  unless  some 
good  reason  exists  for  changing  it. 

5.  Exclude  from  her  room  all  except  the  nurse  and  doctor, 
keeping  her  as  quiet  as  possible. — Medical  News. 

Treatment  op  Cholera .-r-The  following  treatment  was 
generally  adopted  in  the  Paris  hospitals  during  the  late  cholera 
epidemic:  The  patient  was  rubbed  with  pure  alcohol  or  cam- 
phorated spirits;  bichloride  of  mercury,  bismuth  and  paregoric 
being  administered  internally  according  to  the  gravity  of  the 
disease.  Morphia  hypodermically,  with  or  without  atropia,  was 
also  employed  to  relieve  the  cramps  and  retching.  ProfcRsor 
Hayem  recommends  transfusion,  using  a  solution  of  sodium  chlo- 
ride five  grammes,  sodium  sulphate  ten  grammes,  distilled  water 
one  litre,  to  be  injected  into  the  vein  at  a  temperature  of  38°  C, 
and  repeated  according  to  circumstances.  The  average  quantity 
injected  was  from  2  to  2^  litres  for  each  patient,  the  operation 
being  performed  slowly  in  from  twelve  to  fifteen  minutes,  by 
means  of  an  ^'aspirating  syringe.^'  The  Professor  states  that  out 
of  200  cases  under  his  care,  100  not  o]>erated  on  died,  75  suc- 
cumbed in  spite  of  operation*  and  25  recovered. — Paris  Letter^ 
Journal  American  Medical  Association. 


The  Disadvantages  of  Glycerin  as  a  Solvent. — Vi- 
gier  (UUnion  pharm. ;  '*  "  Memorabil.")  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  although  glycerin  is  a  valuable  solvent,  it  should  not 
be  allowed  to  supersede  fats  in  the  preparation  of  ointments,  for 
it  is  not  absorbed  through  the  skin.  As  a  result  of  numerous 
experiments  upon  himself,  he  states  that  strong  solutions  of 
potassium  iodide,  morphine,  atropine,  and  corrosive  sublimate  in 
glycerin  not  only  fail  to  produce  constitutional  effects  when  rubbed 
into  the  skin,  but  do  not  appear  in  the  urine;  whereas,  when  in- 
corporated with  fat  in  like  proportion,  they  are  rapidly  absorbed. 
— New  York  Medical  Journal. 
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EvEKY  Man  His  Own  Life  Preserver*. — ^M.  Sylvester, 
the  doctor  so  well  known  by  his  studies  of  the  treatment  of  those 
who  have  been  drowned,  has  recently  made  some  experiments 
very  original  in  the  insufflation  of  air  into  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular tissue.  By  this  means  he  has  succeeded  in  rendering  ani- 
mals capable  of  floating  in  water  without  effort^  and  he  thinks 
the  procedure  may  be  made  of  service  to  man.  In  1883  he  in- 
troduced into  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  of  a  cadaver  a  quan- 
tity of  air  sufficient  not  only  to  prevent  it  from  sinking  but  also 
sufficient  to  support  a  weight  of  about  twenty  kilograms  (fifty 
pounds).  It  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  small  incision  at  the 
wrist,  and  to  introduce  under  the  skin  the  point  of  a  tube  which 
is  to  be  connected  with  a  syringe. 

Since  then  M.  Sylvester  has  been  seeking  some  more  simple 
and  practicable  means  of  accomplishing  this  on  the  living. 

The  following  is  the  original  procedure  which  he  has  adopted: 
A  small  puncture  is  made  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth, 
opposite  the  first  inferior  molar  tooth,  with  a  penknife.  It  is 
necessary  to  introduce  the  knife  sufficiently  deep  to  perforate  the 
superficial  aponeurosis  without  wounding  the  skin.  The  instru- 
ment is  then  withdrawn,  and  closing  the  mouth  and  holding  the 
nostrils  closed,  violent  efforts  at  expiration  are  made.  The  air  in 
the  mouth,  being  strongly  compressed,  penetrates  by  the  small 
wound  into  the  subcutaneous  connective  tissue,  and  extends  over 
the  neck  and  breast  down  to  the  nipples.  The  time  necessary 
for  the  procedure  is  not  more  than  three  minutes.  To  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  air,  pressure  may  be  made  with  the  finger  on 
the  skin  corresponding  to  the  puncture,  or  the  jaws  may  be  kepi 
distended  with  air.  The  operation  causes  only  an  insignificant 
degree  of  pain,  and  gives  rise  to  no  disagreeable  accidents.  The 
quantity  of  air  thus  forced  into  the  subcutaneous  connective  tis- 
sue is  sufficient  to  support  thirteen  pounds  (five  kilograms)  in 
water.  The  humau  body  is  thus  rendered  incapable  of  sinking. 
M.  Sylvester  believes  that  this  procedure,  so  strange  in  appear- 
ance,  is  capable  of  rendering  much  service  in  6ases  of  shipwreck. 
To  allow  the  air  to  escape,  pressure  is  removed  from  the  small 
opening  and  a  few  efforts  are  made  at  suction. — Lon.  Med,  News. 
^Translated  from  La  Semaine  MetUeale  by  R.  Maupin  Perguson,  M.  D. 
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TENTH  ANNUAL  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  MEDI- 
CAL AND  DENTAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE, 
(The  NaahviUe  Medical  College^.) 


The  oommenoemeDt  exercises  oi  the  Medical  and  Dental  De- 
partments of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  (The  Nashville  Medical 
College)  took  place  Tuesday  night,  February  24th  ult.,  at  Masonic 
Theater.  The  weather  was  very  unpropitious,  but  the  established 
popularity  of  the  institution  attracted  to  the  final  exercises  a  very 
large  audience  composed  of  the  representative  ladies  and  gentle- 
men of  Nashville. 

At  the  rising  of  the  curtain  there  were  present  upon  the  stage 
the  professors  and  officers  of  the  institution,  and  the  salutatorian 
and  valedictorian  of  the  respective  departments.  The  large  table 
that  stood  in  the  center  of  this  group  was  elegantly  decorated 
with  the  handsomest  and  most  fragrant  florial  ofierings  of  the 
season,  that  had  been  forwarded  to  the  speakers  of  the  evening 
by  their  partial  friends  among  the  fieiir  sex. 

The  presiding  officer  of  the  occasion  was  Dr.  W.  P.  Jones,  at 
whose  request  the  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Graham,  rector  of  Christ  Church,  of  this  city. 

The  first  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Robert  S.  Griggs,  D.D.S., 
of  Georgia,  who,  in  behalf  of  the  Dental  Department,  of  which 
he  was  a  new  alumnus,  delivered  the  ,^utatory.  His  speech  was 
eloquently  and  gracefully  delivered,  and  showed  a  thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  his  profession  in  its  history,  and  the  great  future 
that  was  in  store  for  it  as  one  of  the  great  specialties  of  the  med- 
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ical  profession,  that  combined  in  it  the  aoouraoy  of  ohemistry, 
anatomy  and  surgery.  Dentistry  was  no  longer  a  workingman's 
craft,  but  the  profession  of  learned  men.  The  same  stimulus 
was  to  dentists  alike  with  other  men  of  the  other  nobler  profes- 
sions. Dr.  Griggs^  closing  remarks,  directed  to  his  professors 
and  fellow-students,  were  elaborately  eloquent,  and  were  produc- 
tive of  numerous  compliments  that  were,  on  all  sides,  extended 
the  young  dentist  and  orator. 

Dr.  Richard  L.  Smith,  valedictorian  of  the  large  graduating 
class  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  university,  was  next  in- 
troduced by  the  President  of  the  faculty,  and  was  greeted  with 
great  and  complimentary  applause  by  his  many  friends  in  the 
audience.  His  valedictory  wa6  delivered  in  a  masterly  style, 
which  included  in  its  special  features  deliberation,  force  of  utter- 
ance, elegance  of  diction  and  grace  of  posture.  The  speech  was 
a  masterpiece  of  strong  ideas,  expressed  in  well  rounded  sentences. 
He  alluded  to  the  works  and  mission  of  the  members  of  his  pro- 
fession. Theirs  was  a  silent  profession.  They  faced  epidemics 
more  dreadful  than  opposing  armies,  but  were  followed  byiminis- 
ters  of  peace.  They  inflicted  pain  to  alleviate  suffering,  and  were 
compelled  to  sacrifice  their  lives  to  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate. 
The  great  history  of  the  medical  profession,  its  progress,  advances 
and  triumphs  were  alluded  to.  The  great  galaxy  of  distinguished 
benefactors  and  scientists,  whose  names  were  inscribed  upon  the 
hearts  of  a  thankful  humanity,  were  reviewed  and  made  to  ap- 
pear in  a  new  light  by  the  eloquent  young  speaker.  He  then 
paid,  in  behalf  of  his  class,  a  fond,  appreciative  and  sorrowful 
farewell  to  the  professors,  friends  and  scenes  that  they  would  leave 
behind,  and  closed  his  address  with  flattering  predictions  in  re- 
gard to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  university  which  he  was 
proud  to  claim  as  his  alma  nuUer. 

.  The  faculty  charge  to  graduates  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Deering 
J.  Roberts,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and 

Clinical  Medicine  of  the  University.     His  charge  was  full  of 
learning  and  was  delivered  in  a  most  earnest  and  forcible  manner. 

His  argument  that  the  medical  calling  was  Christlike  in  charity 

and  sympathy  was  very  beautiful.    The  address,  though  some- 
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what  shorter  than  is  the  castom^  was  coosidered  by  all,  one  of  the 
happiest  efforts  of  a  gentleman  who  has  already  made  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  speaker  on  similar  occasions. 

Dr.  Roberts  besides  being  an  excellent  physician  possesses  the 
merit  of  forcible  oral  expression  of  his  ideas.  He  pointed  out 
to  the  gentlemen  who  were  leaving  their  alma  maier  for  the  stern 
realties  of  professional  duty,  the  paths  which  they  must  pursue 
if  they  would  triumph,  and  warned  them  from  an  adoption  of 
those  habits  which  necessarily  result  in  professional  failure. 

He  emphasized  the  solemn,  almost  sacred  duties  which  the 
practice  of  medicine  was  often  called  upon  to' perform,  and  urged 
that  the  classes  of  1885  should  engraft  into  their  daily  lives'  firm 
resolves  to  execute  the  missions  they  assumed.  Charity  and  sym- 
pathy were  two  traits  which  should  character  the  men  who  devote 
themselves  to  the  healing  art.  This  address  was  a  distinguished 
honor  to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  institution.  Classic  in  diction, 
practical  and  impressive,  it  was  no  less  creditable  to  the  speaker 
than  happily  received  by  the  audience. 

Hon.  John  L.  Moses,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  State  University,  before  awarding  the  diplomas  and  confer- 
ring the  degrees,  made  an  address  filled  with  sound  advice  to  the 
recipients.  He  placed  before  their  minds  the  names,  histories 
and  good  deeds  of  several  exemplary  and  distinguished  charac- 
ters of  their  profession,  whom  they  should  strive  to  imitate  and 
emulate.  Among  these,  he  paid  glowing  and  eloquent  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Paul  Fitszimmons  Eve,  of  this  city. 
He  conferred  in  Latin  the  degrees,  and  to  the  individual  members 
awarded  their  diplomas.    The  following  received  degrees: 

GRADUATES  OP  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


Arnold,  Will  F- »^ Tenntssee 

Baker,  B.  S., ^....^Eentuoky 

Barton,  William  P..  M.D...... ..Tennessee 

Berlin,  H..  M.D.>....»~....~ Germany 

Britton,  D.  D  ,M.D Tennessee 

Bridffefarmer,  G.  W., » Texas 

Chisholm,  J.  Briggs Kentnoky 

Clement,  Isaac  H... ^ ^..Kentnoky 


Myers,  Andrew  W .....^.^Kentnoky 

NeaU  Richard  J .....^.......Tennessee 

Parker.  Arthur  J ^.Tennessee 

Patterson,  Evander  M.......»...Tenne8see 

Peavler,  Hugh « ....Illinois 

Phillips,  Dabney  M ^ ....Alabama 

Preston,  James  C » .» .Kansas 

Parsley,  Frank  T*.....,...,...,.. ....Texas 
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Oonrad,  James  M., ^Nerth  Oarolin* 

Cronok,  W.  H.,...........~ .^TennetSM 

Day,  Jftmaf  L.,......^ Missouri 

DoQnell,  W.  MoMorry, Florida 

Danoani  G«orge  R.,„ Tennessee 

Bnffles,  William  J., ^Tennessee 

Foster,  Will  T., ...Mississippi 

Gallion,  Thomas  W ^Tennessee 

Helm,  James  A.,~ —» Illinois 

Hill,  Ben  W.  D.,„ ^....^..^.Tennessee 

Hilliard,  Albert  W.,~ Tennessee 

Homer,  T*0o .».....«.~ Tennessee 

Irwin,  A  Wyatt, Texas 

Keen,  W.  T » .«.Eentacky 

Kelly,  William  H ^.^onth  Carolina 

MoGill  H.  D.,  M  D ^ Tennessee 

McLean,  Joseph  M ». Tennessee 

MePherson,  George  W Alabama 

Miller«  Joseph  H Kentucky 

Morton*  Mark  J *. ..Tennessee 

Motley,  Samuel  D- ^Georgia 


Ramsey,  George  A....»^ ^..Tennessee 

Bendleman,  John  J ..^Jllinois 

Robertson,  J.  E..i...^ ^Tennessee 

C  B.  Rogers ^ South  Carolina 

Rutherford,  B.  S ^.. Tennessee 

Schoolfield,  H.  Floyd.....^......Tennessee 

Smith,  R.  L.  (Valedictorian)  Mississippi 

Smith,  W  R » ^Tennessee 

Sparkman,  Leri  B Mississippi 

Stanley,  J.  H., »^ >..  .....Tennessee 

Summefville,  F.  Marion, ....Georgia 

Tankersley.  F.  M.  T.,  Jr Alabama 

Tanner,  George  F., Kentucky 

Tripp,  J.  H., „ ...^.......^Tennessee 

Tull  James  H Texas 

Tyler,  Bugene  M., „ .Tennessee 

Wayniok,  Andrew  J.,  ..........^Tennessee 

Watson,  T.  F ..^Tennessee 

Whitlook,  William  A., Texas 

Williams.  Charles  S.,  M.D., Illinois 

Toung,  B.  F., ...Tennessee 


Swaney,  A.  J.,  (Honorary,)  ...Tennessee 


GRADUATES  OF  THE    DENTAL   DEPARTMENT. 


Anderson,  Samuel  B., 
C«rtwright.  A.Y., ».., 

Cartwright.  T.  Sm 

Dickson,  Southall, 

Dodson,  George  W.,  .. 
Glenn^  James  M., > 


Tennensee 

.....South  Carolina 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Tennessee 

Tennessee 


Griggs,  Robert  S.,  (Valedictorian),  ...Ga. 


Harper,  H.  D.,... — North  Carolina 

Harrell,  Hardy  B., ~ »..Georgia 

Johnston,  John  F.,~ Mississippi 

Lee,  John  A.,....*-.. Tennessee 

Puckett,  Miles  M.,~ ..^Georgia 

Shelton,  M.  B., Missouri 


Prof.  W.  D.  Haggard,  M.  D.,  then  in  a  brief,  but  eloquent  and 
appropriate  manner  awarded  the  various  prizes  to  the  successful 
contestants*     They  were  as  follows: 


PRIZES  AWARDED. 

Paul  F.  Btc,  Faculty  Medal  in  Medical  Department  for  excellence  in  all  branches, 
awa-dedto  J.  L.  Day,  M.D..  of  Missouri. 

Faculty  Medal  in  Dental  Department  for  exceUence  in  all  branches,  to  H.  B.  Uarrell, 
D.D.S.,  of  Georgia. 
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PriiB  in  Tbcnry  ittd  Pr»«ti<!fl  af  Medicine,  Loomia'  Text  Book*  by  ^of.  l>Mrlnff  S. 
Robftrt*r  M.D..  to  Will  P,  Arnold,  of  Ten ncjse^ 

First  Prlue  in  Suf^ery*  &<>ld  Med&l,  awmrded  by  Prof,  Drnican  Bra,  M.D.,  to  J.  J. 
Rflndieman.  of  Uliuoia, 

Socond  Pnie  in  8urffPrTi  Gold  MfjiJiit,  awarded  by  Prof.  Dudcui  Eve,  M.D<,  to  J.  M. 
Owen:^,  (first  £?oiirfle  (HudcntJ  of  KebLuniky- 

Pm«  in  PhyninloAy.  Gnld  Med&U  aw&rded  by  Prnf.  W.  F.  Oiean,  M.D.,  to  Eugene  M. 
TylfT,  M.D  .  of  Tenn(*s?He 

PrUe  jn  MbtcriA  Mcdica,  Gold  Medftl,  awarded  by  Prof-  W.  M.  Vertreea,  M.D.,  to  F. 
M.  T.  Tinkeraleyt  M.D.,  of  Alabama. 

Price  in  Anatotnyi  Gold  Medal,  o-warded  by  Prof^  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.D.,  to  J*  L.  Bay* 
M«D<«  of  MivsouTL. 

Friie  in  Chemistry.  Ooid  Medial,  ^wfirded  by  Prof.  W.  E*  McCampbell,  M.D.,  to  James 
L.  Da.j,  M.[>.,  of  iMistouri. 

Priifi  la  Gynecoloery,  Gold  Medml,  awnrdi^d  by  PioL  "W.  D.  Hargard,  M*D.,  to  Jamee  L. 
Dfty»  M.D  ,  of  MisnourL 

Fifit  Prize  iu  Obfltetrii?!.  Gold  MedmL  awarded  by  Prof.  J.  Banyan  Stephens,  M.D.|  to 
W.J*  Enflea,  ofTeunes?ee. 

Second  Prite  in  UbetctHrp,  Tejct  Book,  (Bar no*)  awarded  by  Prof.  J.  Banyan  Stephens* 
U.D  ,  to  F.  H   DunktiD,  M^D^.  {fir^t  coarse  student),  of  AUbaroa. 

Pfiie  in  Ortbthnlraolpjry,  Otology,  Etn.,  Text  Book,  award(>d  by  Prof.  J.  G.  Sinclair, 
M,Ii  ,  to  H   BerltDt  M.D..  of  Gurtnany, 

Gold  MedaEr  awarded  by  De&tal  Department,  and  offered  by  Morrison  Bros.,  of  Dental 
Depot,  to  Jamet  L.  Glenn,  D»D  S,  ofTennetSM* 

Dr.  Duncan  Eve  next  awarded  to  successful  candidates  for 
popular  favor,  some  very  beautiful  bouquets  of  flowers,  that  had 
been  sent  to  the  stage.  Between  the  different  speeches,  the  band 
in  attendance  played  enjoyable  selections  that  were  highly  en- 
joyed. 

THE  BANQUET. 

The  commencement  festivities  of  the  college  were  closed  with 
the  elegant  banquet  at  the  Commercial  Hotel,  that  has  on  sudh 
occasions  grown  to  be  almost  a  part  of  the  regular  curriculum. 
A  number  of  guests  had  been  specially  invited  to  join  in  the  last 
convivial  meeting,  where  was  prepared  a  most  sumptuous  spread, 
supplemented  with  a  liberal  flow  of  wine. 

The  toasts  were,  in  many  instances,  especially  prepared,  in 
others  wholly  extempore,  but,  taken  all  in  all,  did  complimentary 
justice  to  a  gathering  of  scholarly  gentlemen  who  had  assembled 
in  congenial  intercourse.  The  toast  master  was  Prof.  Wm.  M. 
Vertrees,  M.  D.,  who  presided  in  lordly  style. 

The  following  were  the  toasts  as  proposed  and  responded  to: 

PBOGBAMME  OF  TOASTS. 

Toast  Master— Prof.  Wm.  M.  Vertrees,  M.  D. 
Medical  Class  of  1884-86— D.  M.  Phillips,  M.  D. 
Women  Dentists— Prof.  Robt.  Russell,  D.  D.  S. 
Dental  Class  of  1884-86^.  M.  Glenn,  D.  D.  S. 
Know  Thyself— Prof.  J.  B.  Stephens,  M.  D. 
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Dentistry  a  Specialty  in  Medicine — Prof.  J.Y.  Crawford,  D.D.8. 

The  German  Doctor — H.  Berlin,  M.  D. 

Wine— Prof.  Duncan  Eve,  M.  D. 

The  Medical  Student— A.  W.  Erwin,  M.  D. 

Happiness— Prof,  W.  F.  Glenn,  M.  D. 

The  Dental  Student— M.  E.  Shelton,  D.  D.  S. 

Woman- Prof  W.  D.  Haggard,  M,  D. 

The  Alumni— D.  D.  Britton,  M.  D. 

The  Quack— Prof.  W.  G.  Brien,  L.  L.  D. 

The  Physician  as  a  Financier — Prof.  J.  G.  Sinclair,  M.  D. 

Matrimony— Prof.  W.  E.  McCampbell,  M.  D. 

Honorable  Medici ne-^Prof.  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D. 

The  Art  Preservative— Hon.  Thos.  W.  Neal. 

Medical  Jurisprudence — Hon.  M.  G.  Dulaney, 

State  Medicine — Hon.  Dr.  Dodson. 

Success  the  Test  0/  Merit — Dr.  Steele. 

The  World — George  H.  Armistead. 

Protective  Medicine — Dr.  Peavler,  of  Illinois. 

The  American — Walter  Cain. 

The  Banner — John  G.  Cooke. 

The  menu  was  very  fine,  being  under  the  supervision  of  W. 
H.  Robinson,  head  waiter  at  the  Maxwell,  and  Thomas  Linston, 
head  waiter  at  the  Commercial. 


MEETING   OF  THE  TENNESSEE  STATE    MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 


Nashville,  Tennessee,  February  21,  1885. 

The  Fifty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  op  Tennessee,  will  be  held  at  Nashville, ;  commencing  the  Sec- 
ond Tuesday  in  April,  and  will  be  in  session  three  days,  April  14th, 
15th  and  i6th.  The  Society  will  be  called  to  order  on  the  14th  at 
12  m.,  in  the  State  Capitol. 

The  members  are  reminded  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society 
the  initiation  fee  was  fixed  at  $5.00,  the  assessment  on  members  in 
attendance,  $2.00 ;  for  those  not  present,  entitling  them  to  the  Transac- 
tions, $1.00. 
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The  volunteer  plan  in  regard  to  papers  succeeded  so  well  last  year, 
that  it  is  hoped  the  members  will  show  the  same  interest  in  the  welfare 
progress  and  of  the  profession  in  Tennessee,  and  come  prepared  with 
papers  and  reports  of  cases  of  interest.  Those  contemplating  prcsent- 
ingpapers  are  requested  to  notify  the  Secretary  at  an  early  day. 

The  American  Medical  Association  meets  m  New  Orleans  April  28th, 
and  members  of  the  profession  who  desire  to  attend  that,  should  attend 
this  meeting,  so  as  to  be  appointed  delegates.  The  last  meeting  of  the 
Society  was  the  most  successful  ever  held  in  the  fifty-two  years  of  its 
existence,  and  this  one  promises  to  be  equally  so.  The  railroads  have 
granted  special  rates  and  some  valuable  essays  and  committee  reports 
have  been  promised.  C.   C.  FITE,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  Louisville  and  Nashville  R.  R.  will  sell  round  trip  tickets  at  4 
cents  a  mile  on  the  13th  and  14th,  good  to  return  until  the  i8th.  The 
tickets  can  be  bought  at  all  stations  in  Tennessee.  ^ 

The  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  R.  R.  will  sell  round  trip 
tickets  at  4  cents  a  mile  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th,  good  to  return  until 
the  18th. 

The  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  R.  R.  will  sell  round  trip 
tickets  at  4  cents  a  mile  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th,  good  to  return 
until  the  i8th. 

Chattanooga,  Wauhatchie,  Whitesides,  Shellmoand,  Bridgeport,  Stevenson, 
Sherwood,  Cowan,  Decherd,  Winchester,  Huntland,  Fayetteville,  Estell  Springs, 
TuUahoma,  Manchester,  Morrison,  Smartts,  McMinnville,  Rock  Island,  Sparta, 
Wartrace.  Shelbyville,  Belle  Backle,  Fosterville,  Murfreesboro,  Lebanon,  Silver 
Springs,  Kingston  Springs,  Dickson,  McEwen,  Waverly,  Johnson ville,  Camden, 
Huntington,  McKenzie,  Dresden,  Martin,  Paducah  Junction,  Union  City. 

N.  B. — The  railroads  will  not  recognize  certificates  for  return  passage, 
so  these  round  trip  tickets  should  be  secured  in  all  cases  and  bought 
during  the  business  hours  of  the  day. 

The  granting  of  these  special  rates  is  a  courtesy  shown  by  tjie  railroad 
managements  to  the  Society,  and  their  rules  should  be  cheerfully  com- 
plied with. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE  PATENT  MEDICINE  POOL, 

''The  manufacturers  of  patent  medicines  who  have  been  conduct- 
ing their  business  on  the  "Campion  plan/'  met  yesterday  at  the 
Continental  Hotel.     About  nineteen  firms  were  represented  of 
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this  city,  New  York  and  the  East.  The  "Campion  plan''  which 
was  adopted  last  April,  was  an  agreement  between  the  proprietary 
medicine  men,  that  any  retailer  detected  selling  below  the  schedule 
prices  should  be  boycotted  by  all  the  firms.  The  scheme  was 
designed  to  protect  the  regular  druggists  from  the  cutting  retailers, 
but  it  has  proved  less  effective  than  was  anticipated.  The  cutters 
availed  themselves  of  various  devices  to  obtain  goods  and  were 
never  short  of  stock.  It  was  decided  yesterday  to  abandon  the 
plan,  and  the  manufacturers  will  now  sell  without  any  restriction 
in  regard  to  the  price  at  which  a  retailer  disposes  of  his  goods/' 
—Telegram  to  Nashville  World  of  12  ult 

Here  we  have  an  account  of  nineteen  companies  in  the  East 
and  I  suppose  it  would  be  fair  to  say  that  there  are  nineteen  in 
the  West  and  South,  making  in  the  aggregate  thirty-eight.  Now 
some  years  ago^  before  this,  industry  had  assumed  proportions  so 
voluminous,  as  to  be  dignified  by  pooling,  one  firm  or  company 
in  this  pool  are  employing  a  hundred  and  fifty  hands.  This  was 
a  small  business  compared  with  the  gigantic  business  of  the 
present  day,  with  their  improved  methods.  But  we  will  select 
it  as  an  average.  Now  38X150  are  5700.  All  these  establish- 
ments are  practicing  medicine  this  day  in  the  State  of  Tennessee 
— and  I  acknowledge  I  can  see  no  way  to  prevent  it.  What 
power  on  earth  can  regulate  their  practice  of  medicine  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  To  say  nothing  of  multiplied  thousands  of  indi- 
viduals engaged  in  the  same  business,  or  the  interest  of  the  en- 
tire press  of  the  country  in  their  behalf — not  omiting.1  am  grieved 
to  say  the  entire  medical  press.  .  Cobbespondent. 


Utebine  Diseases. — The  great  prevalence  of  Uterine  Diseases 
is  well  known  to  every  physician,  and  hence  any  remedy  of  real 
value  in  the  treatment  of  that  class  is  hailed  with  delight  by  every 
genuine  xlisciple  of  iE^ulapius.  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  unso- 
licited to  give  the  profession  the  results  of  my  experience  with 
Aletris  Cordial,  as  prepared  by  the  Rio  Chemical  Co.,  of  this 
city  (of  which  Mr.  Richardson^  of  the  well-known  wholesale  drug 
houpe  of  the  Richardson  Drug  Co.,  is  president).  The  remark- 
able and  uniform  success  following  the  administration  of  this 
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Cordial  in  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Females^  certainly  entitles  it  to 
the  name  of  Uterine  Tonic  and  Restorative.  In  Dysmenorrhoea^ 
I  have  found  it  to  be  the  "  right  thing  in  the  right  place.*'  In 
my  practice  it  has  proven  also  eminently  successful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Amenorrhoea,  given  in  doses  of  one  to  two  teaspuonfuls 
three  times  a  day — no  remedy  in  my  knowledge  is  more  reliable 
when  this  disease  is  uncomplicated.  The  menstrual  flow  (when 
not  caused  by  pregnancy  or  mechanical  obstruction)  is  usually 
restored  in  such  a  natural  manner  that  the  patient  is  scarcely  aware 
that  it  is  caused  by  the  action  of  medicine.  Of  course,  if  compli- 
cations exists  auxiliary  remedies  will  be  needed.  It  may  seem 
strange  for  me  to  say  that  the  Aletris  Cordial  has  also  pn)ven  itself 
to  be  a  remedy  of  rare  value  in  Menorrhagia,  but  this  action  of  the 
remedy  can  be  readily  accounted  (or^  wheo  the  fact  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  ^Mt  restores  normal  action  to  the  uterus,  and 
imparts  vigor  to  the  entire  uterine  system,"  and  therefore  must 
be  valuable  in  either  Irregular,  Painful,  Suppressed  or  Excessive 
Menstruation.  That  it  is  a  special  tonie  to  the  Reproductive 
Organs,  there  is  no  doubt.  It  can  be  called  restorative,  because 
it  invigorates  the  appetite,  promotes  digestion  and  assimilation, 
and  thus  improves  the  quality  of  the  blood  and  builds  up  the 
general  health.  The  spasms  f  the  hysterical  female  can  gener- 
ally be  controlled  by  the  use  of  the  Aletris  Cordial  alone,  but 
sometimes  the  bromides  of  Celerina  may  be  required  to  be  used 
in  conjunction  with  it.  If  there  is  a  Prolapsus  Uteri,  Inversion 
or  Retroversion,  it  is  obvious  that  the  womb  should  be  replaced, 
and  the  Cordial  should  be  given  until  the  tone  of  the  uterine  and 
general  system  is  restored.  When  combined  with  Celerina  in 
equal  proportions,  and  administered  in  teaspoonful  doses  four 
times  a  day,  it  is  a  remedy  of  peculiar  value  in  the  treatment  of 
sterility  and  impotence  in  the  female.  The  restoration  ot  the 
sexual  appetite  is  the  sequent  of  the  restoration  of  the  organs  to 
perform  the  healthy  functions  assigned  them  by  nature.  For 
correcting  the  tendency  to  Miscarriage,  the  Aletris  Cordial,  in  my 
experience,  has  no  equal  in  the  materia  medica^ — when  the  womb 
has  aborted  for  years  successively,  its  continued  u&e  has  carried 
cases  through  the  full  period  of  gestation.     Where  women  have 
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aborted  during  previoas  pregnancieB;  the'Aletris  Cordial  shoald 
certainly  be  continaously  administered  during  the  entire  period 
of  gestation.  This  remedy  can  usually  be  depended  on  alone  to 
cure  ordinary  Vaginal  Leucorrhoea^  but  in  severe  cases,  an  injec- 
tion of  a  solution  of  Eennedy'e  Pinus  Canadensis  (say  one  ounce 
Pinus,  water  one-half  pint)  should  be  used  at  the  same  time.  As 
a  special  tonic  to  the  uterine  system,  and  therefore  valuable  in 
the  treatment  of  all  forms  of  womb  debility,  the  practitioner  who 
gives  the  preparation  a  fair  trial  will  find  no  remedy  deserving 
of  greater  confidence.  To  sum  up,  my  opinion  of  the  remedy, 
based  on  my  own  diniocU  experience  with  it,  I  will  say,  that  in  all 
diseases  arising  from  uterine  derangements,  the  Aletris  Cordial  is 
the  remedy  indicated.  P.  A.  Medlin,  M.  D.,  Ph.D. 

904  S.  Fourth  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


The  Preparation  of  Liebiq's  Food. — From  an  article  by 
Dr.  K  T.  Williams  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
of  November  13th,  Page  460  :  — 

"The  earliest  announcement  of  Liebig^s  method  of  preparing 
Infantas  food  was  received  with  the  warmest  enthusiasm  by  the 
profession  and  the  public.  The  idea  of  using  malt  as  an  artificial 
digestive  for  sjbarch  was  certainly  a  brilliant  one,  and  seemed  to 
promif>e  an  infallible  cure  for  every  form  of  starchy  dyspepsia, 
both  in  children  and  adults.  The  notion  of  a  manufactured 
Ldebig's  food  prepared  to  hand  and  ready  for  use  was  a  natural 
conception,  and  has  much  in  its  favor.  This  does  away  with  the 
trouble  of  cooking,  and  secures  a  perfectly  uniform  product.  One 
of  Liebig's  sons,  with  the  ^help  and  approval^  of  his  father,  as  he 
states,  is  or  was  concerned  in  the  manufacture  of  such  an  article 
under  the  name  of  an  extract  of  Liebig's  food.  Similar  prepara- 
tions have  been  sold  in  England  and  America.  They  are  made, 
or  should  be  made,  by  digesting  malt  and  water  in  the  form  of  a 
'  mash,'  as  brewers  do,  till  the  starch  changes  to  glocuse,  and  then 
evaporating  to  dryness  in  a  vacuum.  They  are  nothing  more 
than  Liebig's  food  ready  made  and  evaporated  down  for  conven- 
ience of  keeping  and  dispensing.  The  popular  Mellin's  and 
Horlick's  foods  are  articles  of  this  sort.     They  consist  mainly  of 
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grape  sugar  with  the  nitrogenous  and  mineral  elements  of  grain. 
A  half-pound  bottle  of  Mellin's  food  costs  seventy-five  cents;  a 
ccm  of  HorlieJ^s  food  sells  for  the  same  price.  They  are  good 
foods  and  suit  children  well. 

Liebig  recommends  the  food  as  a  nutritious  drink  for  adults  as 
well  as  children.  Its  suitability  for  invalids  and  convalescents, 
for  nursing  mothers,  and  starchy  dyspeptics,  goes  without  saying. 
Liebig  recommends  it  in  coffee  in  the  place  of  cream.  I  have 
found  it  very  good  in  chocolate.  With  coffee  especially,  in  the 
style  ofeafe  au  lait,  I  have  found  it  a  capital  breakfast  drink.  I 
think  that  both  cofifee  and  chocolate  a  la  Liebig,  if  they  could  be 
made  fashionable,  would  make  a  most  useful  addition  to  our 
dietary.'* 

A  Souvenir  of  Reunion  Day,  Nov.  4,  1884. — "Reunion 
Medley '*  is  the  taking  title  of  an  instrumental  composition,  ar- 
ranged by  J.  A.  Bates,  for  Piano  or  Parlor  Organ,  and  inscribed 
"to  Grover  Cleveland,  the  people's  choice/'  whose  honest  face 
graces  the  elegant  Lithographic  Title-Page.  The  piece  is  a 
musical  reminiscence  of  Union,  Disunion  and  Reunion,  showing 
"Uncle  Sam's  Happy  Family  many  Years  Ago,"  "Family 
Troubles,  1860,"  "  A  Difference  of  Opinion,"  "  Katy  did,"  "Katy 
didn't,"  "The  First  Gun,'' "A  Regular  Fracas,  1861- '65,"  "Off 
to  the  Field,"  "The  Boys  in  Gray,"  "The  Boys  in  Blue,"  "The 
Harvest  of  Death,"  "Mouining  Homes,"  "Appomattox,"  "Re- 
construction's Dark  Night,"  "Light  at  Last,"  "The  Day  of  Ju- 
bilee, Nov.  4,  '84."  The  Red,  White  and  Blue,  Dixie  Doodle, 
Bonnie  Blue  Flag,  Vacant  Chair,  Conquered  Banner,  Hard 
Times,  America,  and  other  popular  War  and  Home  Melodies  are 
introduced. 

This  musical  novelty  must  please  immensely.  Every  Demo- 
crat, North  and  South,  who  voted  for  Cleveland  and  Reform,  will 
want  it.  Published  by  Ludden  &  Bates,  Savannah,  Ga.  Price, 
50  cents;  mailed,  post-paid^  for  only  25  cents. 


Thk  OflBce  of  Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  Managing  Editor  of 
this  Journal  has  been  moved  to  No,  8  South  Cherry  Street, 
{American  Building)  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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The  "  Clabk  ''  Physicians  Operating  Chair.  We  have 
just  received  from  the  raanufacturers  a  most  excellent  piece  of 
office  furniture  under  the  above  name.  We  most  cordially  invite 
all  our  professional  friends  to  come  in  and  see  it.  It  is  as  near 
perfect  as  perfection  can  be^  and  among  a  long  list  of  endorsers 
carries  the  following: 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Nov.  '84. 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Clark  &  Co. : 

Gentlemen — ^"  Having  tested  the  utility  of  your  chair  in  a 
great  variety  of  gynaecological  operations,  I  find  that  it  answers 
all  the  requirements  admirably.  It  is  comfortable  for  the  patient, 
convenient  for  the  operator,  and  is  more  ornamental  as  a  piece  of 
office  furnitnre  than  operating  chairs  usualW  are.  I  prefer  a 
chair  to  alounge  or  table  for  gynaecological  work,  and  yours  is 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  of  any  with  which  I  am  acquain- 
ted."      Very  respectfully  yours,       L  8.  Sanford,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Atomy  in  Yale  College. 


Goodwin's  Preparation-. — We  desire  to  call  the  :»ttention 
of  our  friends  to  the  advertisement  of  a  new  candidate  for  favor 
which  can  only  come  through  the  medical  profe^jsion.  While  we 
have  nothing  to  say  against  the  many  emulsions  of  Cod.  Liver 
Oil,  or  Syrups  of  the  Hvpophosphiiis  as  made  by  the  various 
houses  of  the  East,  we  desire  to  suggest  to  our  readers,  if  it  is 
not  possible  to  have  these  preparations  manufactured  at  home. 
See  the  advertisement  of  Goodwin's  preparations  in  this  issue. 
We  have  them  now  on  trial,  and  so  far  as  our  experience  goes, 
we  can  most  cordially  commend  them.  We  will,  in  our  next, 
give  the  results  of  our  experience  with  these  preparations,  which 
so  £Eir,  have  proven  most  satisfactory. 


Commencement  op  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical 
College. — The  fifth  annual  commencement  of  the  Memphis 
Hospital  Medical  College  was  held  on  the  night  of  February 
25th  ult.,  at  Leubrie's  Theater.  Hon.  J.  W.  Clapp  addressecl 
the  graduates  who  numbered  thirty-five.  Hon,  L.  P.  Cooper, 
President  of  the  Trustees,  awarded  the  diplomas.  Prof.  W.  M. 
Fuqua  then  charged  the  graduates,  after  which  Prof.  Julius 
Fahlen  made  the  award  of  prizes.  H.  M.  Ashe,  of  Tennessee, 
delivered  the  valedictory,  and  the  exercises  closed  with  prayer 
and  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Quintard.  A  banquet  at  the 
Clarendon  Hotel  followed. 
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Dr.  Edwin  Samuel  Gailla^O),  the  veteran  medical  jour- 
nalist and  editor,  died  at  his  home  at  Ocean  Beach,  N.  J.,  on  the 
2d  of  February.  He  was  born  near  Charleston,  S.  C.,  on  the  16th 
of  January,  1827.  Dr.  Gaillard  graduated  from  the  University 
of  South  Carolina,  at  Columbia,  in  December,  1845,  and  from 
the  South  Carolina  Medical  College,  at  Charleston,  with  first 
honors,  in  March,  1854. 

" another  chief  was  carried, 

From  Life's  battle  on  his  spears, 
To  the  dim  Valhalla  cloisters 

Of  the  ever-living  years." 

A  Resolvent  Ointment. — M,  Mallez  {UnUm  Med.)  gives 
the  following  formula: 

Iodide  of  lead 75  grains; 

Iodide  of  potassium,       \       ,  o^      ,, 

Extract  of  bellladonna,  /  "^^^ ^^ 

Extract  of  opium 8      " 

Lard 12  drachms. 

This  ointment  is  recommended  for  use  in  cases  of  orchitis^  to 
be  applied  night  and  morning,  also,  applied  along  the  course  of 
the  urethra,  to  promote  the  absorption  of  surrounding  deposits 
in  cases  of  gonorrhoea. — New  York  medical  Journal. 


We  have  used  this  article  for  some  time  in  cases  of  indigesion, 
and  can  recommend  it  as  a  valuable  remedy.  Containing  the  firm 
active  aeents  which  are  concerned  in  the  process  of  digestion,  it 
cannot  fail  to  aid  the  system  in  preparing  the  food  for  assimila- 
tion. It  is  an  invaluable  remedy  in  the  Summer  Diarrhoea  ot 
children.  Owing  to  its  great  impairment  of  the  vital  forces,  and 
feeble  powers  of  the  digestion  tract,  food  frequently  irritates  and 
increases  the  diflSculty.  For  such  cases  we  learn  of  no  aeent  in  the 
Materia  Medica  as  reliable  as  Laotopeptine. — CaL  M^.  Journal. 


ExcuBSiONS  TO  Europe. — A  number  of  attractive  excursions 
during  the  coming  Spring  and  Summer  are  announced  by  Messrs. 
Thos.  Cook  &  Son,  the  well-known  tourist  agents  of  New  York 
and  London,  which  are  arranged  on  the  most  popular  scale  of 
prices.  Full  programmes  of  these  trips,  with  maps  showing  the 
routes  followed,  are  to  be  found  in  their  monthly  paper,  UooVb 
£iBcur«oni8<,  published  at  261  Broadway,  New  York,  which  they 
announce  will  be  sent  by  mail,  to  any  one  interested,  on  appli- 
cation. 
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To  Sanitarians: — ^To  vote  money  contingents,  to  be  used 
only  after  the  high  summer  temperature  has  filled  the  atmosphere 
with  infectious  emanations  from  a  soil  contaminated  with  decom- 
posable vegetable  and  animal  matters  that  have  been  allowed  to 
accumulate  during  the  winter  and  been  saturated  and  macerated 
in  the  excess  of  early  spring  snow  and  rainfalls,  until  extraordi- 
nary sickness  is  already  developed,  is  very  much  like  authorizing 
an  expensive  lock  to  be  put  on  the  stable  door  afler  the  horses 
are  stolen. — Journal  of  Ameriean  Medieal  Asaooiation. 


"Gaillard's  Medical  Journal/' — We  learn  that  this  jour- 
nal is  to  be  edited  by  Dr.  P.  Brynberg  Porter,  with  Dr.  T  Gail- 
lard  Thomas  and  Dr.  George  T.  Harrison,  of  New  York,  Dr. 
Hunter  McGuire,  of  Richmond,  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Mastin,  of  Mo- 
bile, as  collaborators.  Dr.  Porter  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  medical  journalism,  and  may  be  counted  upon  to  do  good 
work  in  his  new  undertaking. 


Thb  Death  op  Dr.  William  Braithwaite,  of  Leeds, 
England,  the  founder  and  senior  editor  of  the  Retrospect  of  Med- 
ieine,  is  announced  as  having  taken  place  on  the  31st  of  January, 
in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

^'  The  good  that  men  do  lives  after  them,''  and  BraithwaU^s 
Retrospect  still  survives.  If  you  do  not  believe  it,  drop  a  postal 
to  W.  R.  Townshend,  189  Broadway,  New  York. 

^  •  m 

Contagion. — The  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 

in  an  editorial  of  February  14th,  considers  the  question  of  the 

'  Contagion  of  Insanity.     This  is  on  a  par  with  Carothers'  idea  of 

the  Contagion  of  Alcoholism.     The  germ  of  the  latter  is  the 

"worm  of  the  still.''— The  former,  "Quien  Sabe?" 


Members  of  the  American  Medical  Association  who  expect  to 
be  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  at  New  Orleans  with  papers  for 
the  Surgical  Section,  will  please  send  the  title  of  their  papers  to 
Duncan  Eve,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  the  Surgical  Section. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Pro  well,  op  New  Cumberland,  Pa.,  says: — In 
my  experience  with  Papine  (Battle  &  Co.,  St.  Louis)  I  have  found 
it  to  be  enHrely  rdiable  and  with  leatt  objectionable  features  than  any 
preparation  of  opium  which  I  have  ever  used. 
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CHARGE  TO  THE  GRADUATING  CLASSES  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE, 

AT  THE  TENTH  ANNUAL 

COMMENCEMENT. 


BY 
DEERINO  J.  ROBERTS,  M.  D., 

Professor  of   Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Qinical 

Medicine. 


Gentijjmen  op  the  Graduating  Classes  :  To  the  congratu- 
latioDS  that  you  will  receive  from  your  friends,  permit  me  to  add 
those  of  my  colleagues,  and  of  myself,  whom  for  sometime  past, 
you  have  looked  up  to  us  as  your  teachers  and  professors,  but 
who,  from  this  your  commencement  qight,  will  extend  to  you  the 
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warm  hand  of  fellowship,  and  welcome  you  as  equals,  as  brothers 
and  fellow  soldiers  enlisted  in  a  splendid  cause. 

Do  we  congratulate  you  that  your  arduous  studies  are  at  an 
end  ?  By  no  means,  they  have  but  just  begun.  Nevertheless, 
we  congratulate  you,  that  your  efforts,  your  zeal,  your  patience, 
your  toils  by  day  and  labors  by  night,  culminating  in  the  ordeal 
of  the  green-room,  have  this  night  received  their  reward,  and 
from  this  time  forth  you  will  be  known  as  Doctors  of  Medicine 
and  Dentistry. 

We  are  gratified  that  to  us,  you  entrusted  the  work  of  laying 
the  foundation  of  your  future  careers,  that  you  have  linked  your 
fortunes  with  the  destinies  of  an  institution  owing  allegiance  to 
no  sect  or  creed,  aided  neither  by  church  nor  State,  whose  success 
has  been  achieved  alone  by  the  untiring  efforts,  the  persistent 
energy,  and  determined  will  of  its  founders,  and  of  their  successors, 
whose  first  aim  is  good  to  man,  and  whose  devotion  is  solely  to 
science,  and  who  wage  war  alone  against  pain,  disease  and  death. 

The  cause  of  science  has  imposed  upon  your  teachers  an  im- 
portant and  delicate  trust.  The  wealth  and  population  of  this 
country,  now  so  far  advanced,  authorize  and  demand,  expecta- 
tions of  a  reasonable  progress.  The  elements  of  knowledge  are 
universally  diffused,  and  the  reading  portion  of  the  community 
is  large.  Can  we  not  hope  that  the  present  may  be  an  auspicious 
era?  With  nothing  in  our  past  history  to  discourage  us,  and 
with  something  in  our  present  condition  and  pro&pects  to  animate 
us,  shall  we  not  hope,  that  as  it  is  our  fortune  to  live  in  an  age 
when  we  may  behold  a  wonderful  advancement  of  the  country 
in  all  its  other  great  interests,  we  may  see  also,  equal  progress 
and  success  attend  the  profession  of  our  choice. 

A  century  has  not  elapsed  since  Franklin's  great  and  import- 
ant discoveries  in  electricity  dazzled  the  world.  With  this  ex- 
ception, scarcely  anything  had  been  achieved  by  the  American 
people  in  the  field  of  original  discovery.  Our  men  of  science 
were  content  with  repeating  the  experiments,  and  diffusing  a 
knowledge  of  the  discoveries  of  the  learned  of  the  Old  World, 
without  attempting  to  add  a  single  new  fact  or  principle  to  the 
existing  stock. 
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But  with  the  last  halt  ceDtury  what  a  remarkable  improve- 
ment has  taken  place.  Our  natural  history  has  been  explored  in 
all  its  branches;  our  geology  has  been  investigated  with  results 
of  the  highest  interest;  discoveries  have  been  made  in  chemistry, 
in  electricity,  in  the  mechanic  arts,  which  have  received  the  ap- 
probation of  the  world ;  and  in  medicine,  the  wise  men  of  the 
East  yet  travel  Westward  in  search  of  the  glorious,  the  alluring 
empire  of  knowledge. 

These  facts  conclusively  prove  that  a  great  advance  has  been 
made  among  us,  not  only  in  the  application  of  science  to  the 
wants  of  ordinary  life;  but  in  science  itself,  in  its  highest  branches, 
in  its  adaptation  to  satisfy  the  cravings,  the  demands  of  the  im- 
mortal mind. 

All  that  we  possess  truly  valuable;  our  civilization,  our  social 
and  political  organizations,  our  knowledge,  the  arts,  letters,  even 
our  own  chosen  science  itself,  philosophy  and  religion,  are  rich 
and  inestimable  inheritances  that  have  passed  to  us  in  lineal  de- 
scent frcsn  those  who  have  preceded  us.  We  have  no  title  to 
them  as  our  own  productions,  they  are  not  the  fruits  of  our  labor; 
they  have  not  germinated  and  been  developed  under  our  cultiva- 
tion alone.  They  are  the  accumulated  treasures,  the  creations  of 
the  iDtellectual  faculties  with  which  man  has  been  endowed  by 
his  creator.  They  have  descended  as  heir-looms  of  humanity, 
inalienable  possessions  of  our  race,  from  generation  to  generation, 
and  have  been  added  to,  mite  by  mite,  jot  and  tittle,  by  father 
and  son,  since  the  world  began.  Each  receives  them  in  trust,  to 
preserve,  to  perpetuate,  and  to  perfect  and  complete ;  and  in  turn, 
is  bound  to  transmit  them  with  augmented  value,  from  higher 
opportunities  of  cultivation  and  better  stand-points  of  observa- 
tion, until  the  perfectness  of  knowledge,  and  the  universality  of 
truth,  shall  dispel  ignorance  and  error. 

The  vast  amount  of  human  knowledge  has  been  collected,  con- 
densed, and  improved  by  those  devoted  to  its  cultivation  and 
teachings.  They  gradually  eliminate  from  it  all  that  time  and 
experience  have  proven  of  doubtful  authority,  or  revealed  as 
wanting  the  substantial  basis  of  ascertained  truth.  They  embody, 
in  a  compact  form,  the  thoughts,  the  ideas,  the  ascertained  facts 
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of  all  preceding  time  and  investigation.  In  them  are  incarnated 
thought;  the  established  ideas  and  governing  beliefs  that  consti- 
tute the  essentialities  of  human  existence^  and  control  human 
actions  and  destinies.  Bereft  of  his  inherited  knowledge,  and 
these  established  idealities  of  his  intellect,  and  what  is  man  bat 
an  animal — a  mere  savage,  a  barbarian  ?  Those,  whose  lives  are 
devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  the  perfectness  of  knowledge, 
are  the  most  illustrious  of  benefactors.  They  win  for. man,  new 
capabilities;  enlarge  his  intellectual  possessions  by  new  discover- 
ies; augment  his  power  over  nature,  by  compelling  her  to  yield 
up,  for  his  daily  uses  and  enjoyments,  the  forces  by  which  she 
works  her  own  wonderful  operations. 

By  scientific  conquest,  the  material  advantages  of  our  daily 
existence  expand ;  while  humanizing  influences  af*e  not  less  active 
in  many  ways,  purifying  and  ennobling  our  moral  natures. 

The  truly  great,  the  nobles  of  nature,  the  heroes  to  be  embalmed 
in  song  and  story,  are  those  who  lead  the  van  of  the  struggling 
and  striving  ranks  of  intellectual  progress;  those  who  aim  at 
human  amelioration,  and  the  improvement,  physical,  moral  and 
intellectual  of  our  race. 

Now,  you  stand  here,  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth 
century — you  who  have  before  you  the  intellectual  treasures  of 
those  who  have  preceded  you  in  the  rugged  paths  of  science. 
Are  you  going  to  stand  still?  Are  you  to  content  yourselves 
with  the  ipse  dixit  of  those  who  have  gone  before  ?  Has  such 
been  the  teachings  of  your  alma  mater?  Not  at  all !  Let  me 
repeat,  and  with  emphasis :  Your  studies  have  but  just  begun. 
From  to-night,  you  go  hence  on  your  journey  through  life,  with 
what  aim — what  end  in  view?  Hippocrates,  who  from  time  im- 
memorial has  justly  been  styled  the  Father  of  Medicine,  required 
his  disciples  to  swear  as  follows:  "With  purity  and  holiness  I 
will  pass  my  life  and  practice  my  art;"  and  "into  whatsoever 
houses  I  enter,  I  will  go  into  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick." 
Are  you  ready,  are  you  willing  to  subscribe  to  this  obligation  ? 
Do  you  understand  what  it  implies?  Do  you  understand  and 
acknowledge  that  so  long  as  you  are  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
your  art,  that  you  are  dealing  with   human  lives;  with  human 
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Buffering?  If  80,  can  you  lose  sight  of  the  motto  of  the  sage  of 
Cos.?  "Perg^;''  "Go  on/'  The  animating  watchword  of  the 
great  Napoleon:  En  evantl  The  stimulus  of  Longfellow: 
Excelsior  I 

Yes,  Medicine  is  truly  a  progressive  science — it  has  progressed 
by  the  active  and  persistent  energies  and  observations  of  its  true 
disciples.  As  line  has  been  adued  to  line,  and  precept  to  precept, 
by  your  predecessors,  see  to  it,  that  you  do  likewise  for  those  who 
may  come  after  you.  There  is  an  ample  field  between  you  and 
the  Hill  of  Knowledge,  and  "there  is  room  at  the  top!'^  Day 
bj  day,  the  mountain  of  medical  knowledge  is  growing  higher 
and  higher,  by  the  accumulations  of  progressive  observers.  Sam- 
uel D.  Gross,  after  more  than  three  score  years  and  ten,  has  laid 
down  his  burden  of  life^^ after  having  greatly  added  to  the  store 
of  medical  knowledge.  Willard  Parker,  J.  Marion  Sims,  Dugas, 
Bemise,  Thomas,  Yandell,  Woodward,  Rogers,  Foster,  Darling, 
T.  8.  Bell,  Jar  vis  and  Galliard,  of  this  country,  have  also  in  the 
year  just  past,  answered  adsttm  to  the  roll  call  of  eternity,  and 
have  beard  the  welcome  sound  of  "well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant.^'  These  men  have  done  much  on  this  side  the 
Atlantic  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science,  yet  they  have 
laid  their  burden  down;  as  have  Cohnheim,  Von  Zeisel  and 
Reichert;  Balfour,  Allen  Thompson  and  Dumas;  Wurtz,  Tweedie 
and  Radcliffe;  Sir  Erasmus  Wilson,  Chas.  Clay  and  Frederic 
Mahomed  of  the  "Old  WorW  in  the  twelve  months  past. 

With  this  list  of  the  illustrious  workers  who  have  joined  "the 
innumerable  caravan,"  leaving  imperishable  names  on  the  book 
of  Fame,  shall  we  expect  the  march  of  medical  progress  to  come 
to  a  halt  ?  The  day  was,  when  the  foremost  of  these  illustrious 
men,  and  their  distinguished  predecessors,  stood  where  you  stand 
now;  with  this  difference  only — they  had  not,  as  you  have,  the 
advantage  of  their  investigations;  the  encouragement  of  their 
example.  -2EscuIapius  made  a  name  whose  lustre  has  not  faded 
after  more  than  3000  years.  Can  you  not  do  something  from 
your  stand-point — with  the  experience,  the  example  of  those  who 
have  followed  him,  to  transmit  your  name  to  those  who  may  come 
after  you  ? 
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All  science  has  been  progressive  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world — no  branch  more  so  than  ours.  It  yields  to  none  the  pre- 
eminence of  a  great  advancement,  a  marked  improvement,  in  the 
last  half  century.  Go  back  but  to  the  day  of  Ephriam  Mc- 
Dowell, and  see  how/  by  one  bold,  sweeping  stroke  of  his  scalpel, 
guided  by  an  original  and  an  investigating  mind,  he  has  length- 
ened the  span  of  female  life,  and  has  erected  for  himself  a  monu- 
ment more  durable  than  brass,  more  lasting  than  marble.  This 
Ephriam  McDowell  one  day,  received  too,  his  parchment  author- 
ity of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  as  you  have  received  it  this  evening — 
with  this  advantage  in  your  favor: — You  have  the  accumulated 
experience  of  himself  and  his  predecessors,  as  well  as  those  who 
have  followed  him. 

Harvey,  Jenner,  Dupuytren,  Velpeau,  Meigs,  Gross,  and  our 
own  illustrious  Eve,  as  well  as  the  many  glorious  and  never-dying 
names  who  have  done  much  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  their 
race,  and  prolong  the  span  of  human  life,  were  once  but  novitiates 
like  yourselves.  With  a  devotion  to  science  that  never  flagged, 
with  an  untiring  energy  directed  and  controlled  by  an  ardent  love 
ior  the  profession  of  their  adoption,  see,  what  they  have  accom- 
plished !  Equally  grand  prizes,  similar  awards  are  open  to  you 
all.  It  is  with  you,  and  with  you  alone,  whether  you  will  receive 
them,  or  leave  them  ripening  on  the  tree  for  those  who  come  after 
you. 

It  has  been  flippantly  remarked  of  late  years,  that  scientific 
research  tends  to  scepticism,  to  atheism,  agnosticism,  or  some 
other  appalling  "ism,"  with  a  grenadier  capital  to  emphasize  its 
horrid  front.  That  the  study  and  investigation  of  nature  and 
nature's  laws,  are  calculated  to  destroy  a  belief  in  nature's  (Jod. 
Let  us  indulge  a  retrospective  view  for  a  moment.  Let  us  look 
back  to  the  greatest  of  original  minds — from  Aristotle  to  Huxley, 
from  Diogenes  to  Tyndall,  and  what  do  we  see.  As  an  eminent 
theologian  has  said:  ''Go  to  Newton,  whose  imperishable  name 
looms  gigantic  in  the  annals  of  philosophy  and  ask  him.  We 
see  him,  this  Columbus  of  the  skies,  interrogating  not  only  the 
earth,  but  the  heavens  above,  and  the  waters  beneath;  investigat- 
ing even  the  sun  and  moon  and  stars;  steering  boldly  for  far 
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distant  planets  and  satellities,  touching  even  the  fixed  stars  and 
the  outermost  rim  of  space  in  his  sublime  course.  As  he  returns, 
we  imagine  him  surrounded  by  an  eager  and  a  curious  throng, 
in  whoso  hearts  there  throbs  but  one  emotion — or  whose  lips  there 
trembles  only  one  important  question. 

'O  thou,  who  hast  discovered  the  secrets  of  hoary  space;  thou, 
who  hast  rounded  great  Heaven's  vast  expanse;  thou  who  hast 
safely  bafflod  with  the  billows  of  immensity-^tell  us — what  tid- 
ings hast  thou?  In  all  thy  voyaging  hast  thou  found  a  God?' 
What  answer  falls  from  his  lips?  Not  the  dismal  language  of 
the  atheist,  or  the  agnostic.  He  builds  no  altar  to  some  fickle 
goddess  of  Chance.  Entering  into  the  temple  of  the  true  Jeho- 
vah, he  lays  down  the  treasures  of  his  celestial  expedition,  and 
rising  he  proclaims:  "All  the  Universe  has  one  voice— sun  and 
moon,  planets  and  comets,  mightiest  stars  and  nebulae, 

*  Forever  singing  as  they  shine, 
The  hand  that  made  us  is  divine/ 

All  join  in  one  magnificent  anthem  of  praise  to  the  Omnipo- 
tent Creator  of  the  Universe.^' 

The  very  study  ot  the  fundamental  branch  of  our  science,  in 
itself,  quite  suffices  to  show  that  "  there  is  a  Divinity  that  shapes 
our  ends;''  and  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  illustrious  of  Anat- 
omists has  declared  that  this  particular  study  was  like  a  "  hymn 
composed  in  the  name  of  Deity.** 

The  very  Diploma  you  receive  this  night  bears  upon  its  face, 
your  text-books  upon  their  title-page,  the  morning  paper  an- 
nouncing the  reception  of  your  justly  won  degree,  the  letter  to 
your  sweetheart,  the  coin  and  currency  in  your  pocket,  the  vol- 
umes of  fact  and  fiction,  prose  and  verse,  notes,  bills  and  receipts 
of  commerce,  legal  documents  and  social  communications,  printed 
or  written,  all  bear  witness,  that  1885  years  ago,  there  was  born 
in  the  far  distant  East — in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  the  Son  of  God. 

Since  this  Son  of  God  restored  to  sightless  orbs  the  blessed 
vision  of  the  Day,  and  made  the  halt  to  walk — who  shall  say  the 
healer's  art  is  not  Christ-like,  nor  his  mission  holy.  But  the 
blessed  messenger  of  Peace — our  Divine  examplar  in  the  minis- 
trations to  the  suffering,  taught  us  still  another  lesson — Charity. 
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Charity  for  human  weaknesses,  as  well  as  sympathy  for  physical 
ailments.  Let  us  heed  it  well,  in  all  our  intercourse  with  our 
fellows,  and  especially  with  those  of  our  own  professional  order. 
The  petty  jealousies,  the  cherished  prejudices,  the  heart-burning 
bickerings,  that  too  often  enter  in  upon  and  embitter  the  lives  of 
too  many  of  us,  in  the  wearing  struggle  for  existence--'let  us 
banish  from  our  professional  ambitions,  or  at  least  strive  to  rise 
superior  to  passions  unworthy  of  our  cause. 

In  this  goodly  presence  here  assembled  to-night,  representative 
of  the  refinement  and  culture  of  our  boasted  Athens  of  the  South 
— Tennessee's  fair  Capital — it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  pride  to  me,  to 
hail  your  embarkation  upon  the  career  you  have  chosen.  That 
you  may  win  deathless  honors,  and  merit  the  benedictions  of  the 
suffering  wherever  duty  calls  you,  is  my  fervent  hope  and  prayer. 

May  well-earned  and  well-won  success  attend  your  walk  in 
life,  until  the  Good  Physician  bids  you  enter — 

"The  dim  Valhalla  clobters 
Of  the  ever-living  years." 


PUBLIC  SANITATION. 


BY 
J.  W.  PENN,  M.  D.,  HUMBOLDT,  TENN. 


In  every  age  since  the  beginning  of  man's  history,  the  ambi- 
tious have  found  fields  presenting  all  the  conditions  necessary  for 
usefulness  and  distinction;  hence  the  many  different  departments 
in  knowledge  and  science. 

Perhaps  no  one  of  which,  has  done  more  to  benefit  the  race 
than  the  "healing  art" — the  great  science  of  medicine. 

The  first  labors  of  those  who  practiced  the  healing  art,  consisted 
in  seeking  means  and  remedies  with  which  to  palliate  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  afflicted. 

The  first  ideas  of  disease,  and  the  means  addressed  to  its  relief, 
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were  alike  crude,  and  were  a  strauge  admixture  of  empiricism 
and  superstition. 

The  body  was  regarded  as  a  mysterious  whole,  which  was  as 
little  understood  as  were  the  spherical  form,  revolvency,  and  orbital 
movements  of  the  planets. 

The  vis  medicatriz  naturce  gave  fame  to  empirical  remedies, 
and  superstitious  incantations  that  were  administered  with  ridi- 
culous hopefulness  and  laughable  solemnity,  by  the  early  savants 
in  medicine. 

The  study  of  the  structure  of  the  body,  culminated  in  the  great 
science  of  anatomy,  and  dates  the  commencement  of  the  syste- 
matic development  of  the  science  of  medicine. 

A  natural  desire  to  know  the  use  or  function  of  the  various 
parts  or  organs,  brought  to  light  by  the  anatomist,  gave  us  the 
beautiful  science  of  physiology. 

Then,  close  observation  of  perverted  function  and  structural 
lesions,  discovered  by  post-mortem  investigation,  added  pathology 
to  the  growing  science. 

From  this  rational  basis,  by  accurate  observation  of  the  effects 
of  remedies,  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  sprang  up  from  the 
chaos  of  primitive  ignorance. 

■  Then  the  ever  restless  minds  of  the  devotees  of  the  art  humane, 
seeking  to  know  the  unknown,  began  to  look  within,  and  without 
the  body,  for  the  specific  cause  of  the  morbid  phenomena  which 
constitute  disease. 

Thus  the  science  of  medicine  has  developed  step  by  step,  until 
it  has  reached  its  present  degree  of  perfection;  occupying  a  con- 
spicuous position  among  the  highest  attainments  of  man's  intel- 
lectual and  scientific  labors. 

Its  beneficent  influence  has  been  felt  and  enjoyed  by  every  class 
of  society  throughout  the  civilized  world.  Its  organized  bodies 
and  institutions  are  collecting  and  disseminating  knowledge  of 
most  vital  importance,  while  its  individual  representatives  are 
carrying  hope,  relief  and  consolation  to  every  fireside,  from  the 
palaceof  the  millionaire,  to  the  humblest  hut  in  the  rural  districts. 
A  vast  amount  of  good  has  been  accomplished,  and  much  benefit 
is  daily  being  realized  by  sufferers  from  disease,  in  every  avenue 
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of  life;  bat  the  relief  of  suflFering,  and  even  the  cure  of  disease, 
does  not  satisfy  the  vaulting  ambition  of  the  leading  thinkers  and 
workerei^in  this  great  department  of  science. 

Prompted  by  the  spirit  of  unselfish  philanthropy,  they  noMr 
aspire  to  the  highest  achievement  in  this  great  work  of  benevo- 
lence, by  utilizing  the  science  of  medicine  in  the  prevention  of  dis- 
ease. An  undertaking  which  in  unselfish  magnanimity,  and  ex- 
tent of  beneficence,  should  and  doubtless  will  command  the  respect, 
admiration  and  support  of  all  mankind. 

The  preservation  of  health  by  counteracting  or  intercepting 
the  causative  agencies  of  disease  will,  henceforth  engage  the  earn- 
est zeal  and  active  energies  of  the  medical  philanthropist;  consti- 
tuting the  great  work  of  public  sanitation. 

Who  can  doubt  the  honesty  of  purpose  of  men  who,  to  benefit 
a  common  humanity,  will  labor  to  deprive  themselves  of  their 
own  avocation  ?  For  without  sickness  the  doctor  may  truthfully 
exclaim  !     '^Othello's  occupation  is  gone.'* 

The  people,  who  are  the  beneficiaries  of  this  great  forward  stride 
of  progress,  must  cooperate  with  their  medical  guides,  and  in 
order  that  they  may  render  more  eflBcient  aid,  they  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  fundamental  principles,  an(i  practical 
application  of  the  rules  of  sanitation.  It  must  be  a  part  of  their 
education. 

Hygiene  and  sanitary  medicine,  should  have  a  conspicuous  place 
in  the  curriculum  of  our  public  school  system. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  abundantly  fruitful  of  good,  and  meet  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  people,  if  the  present  Legislature  would  make 
a  liberal  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  and  employ  Dr.  J.  Ber- 
rien Lindsley — the  Moses  of  sanitation  in  Tennessee,  to  travel 
over  the  State  and  lecture  in  every  county  seat,  and  thus  enlighten 
the  people  in  regard  to  this  important  matter,  and  especially  im- 
press upon  the  minds  of  those  who  control  our  Public  Schools  the 
importance  of  instructing  the  youths  of  the  country,  in  these  vitally 
important  branches  of  education. 

All  of  the  works  on  physiology  and  hygiene  for  common  schools, 
fall  very  far  short  of  the  principles  and  laws  of  general  sanita- 
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tion.  They  teach  only  personal  hygiene,  and  while  an  occasional 
individual  may  understand,  and  faithfully  follow  their  teachings, 
his  near  neighbor  may  have  upon  his  premises  a  reeking  nuisance, 
which  will  counteract  all  of  his  eflTorts  for  self-preservation. 

The  chief  requirements  of  public  sanitation  are,  scavengering, 
drainage,  disinfection,  vaccination  and  quarantine.  Upon  each  a 
volume  might  be  written;  but  for  practical  utility,  they  should 
as  concisely  as  possible  be  embraced  in  a  work  for  common  schools, 
and  made  a  part  of  the  education  of  every  citizen. 

When  an  intelligent,  educated  population  will  rigidly  practice 
scavengering  and  disinfection,  zymotic  diseases  may  be  effectually 
exterminated. 

Humidity  is  one  of  the  known  conditions,  upon  which  the  pre- 
valence of  malarial  diseases  depends. 

In  every  locality  there  is  a  health  line,  the  distance  of  which 
above  the  surface  is  determined  by  the  degree  of  humidity  in  the 
atmosphere. 


In  the  above  diagram  the  curved  line  represents  the  uneven 
surface  of  the  earth,  while  the  straight  one  indicates  the  health  line. 

With  the  aid  of  the  hygrometer,  the  position  of  the  health  line 
in  a  given  locality  may  be  definitely  located,  first  ascertaining  by 
experimental  observation  the  degree  of  humidity  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  malarious  localities,  and  mce  versa. 

B7  a  thorough  system  of  drainage,  the  line  may  be  lowered, 
and  large  bodies  of  the  most  fertile  lands  be  made  healthful  which 
were  before  uninhabitable. 

A  fruitful  source  of  malarial  disease  in  West  Tennessee  and 
all  similar  portions  of  the  country,  where  the  surface  is  level,  and 
the  water  courses  are  consequently  sluggish,  is  the  obstruction  of 
the  streams,  by  water  mills.  The  water  level  is  thus  raised  from 
four  to  six  feet,  generally  forming  ponds  whichsoever  many  acres 
of  land,  and  preventing  free  drainage  for  a  great  distance  in  every 
direction.    Thus  an  area  of  several  miles]  in^  extent  is  created, 
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which  if  Dot  totally  uninhabitable,  presents  among  the  few 
wretched  inhabitants  the  prevalence  of  malarial  diseases  in  their 
most  persistent  and  malignant  form.  Their  baneful  influence  is 
felt  in  the  community,  at  a  great  distance,  and  as  they  are  located 
along  the  course  of  every  river  at  a  distance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen 
miles,  the  rivers,  as  a  rule,  being  only  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  apart,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  standard  of 
public  health  is  greatly  lowered  by  their  presence. 

Now,  that  the  perfection  and  comparative  cheapness  of  steam- 
power,  renders  water  mills  no  longer  an  indispensable  neoeaeitjf, 
some  wise  and  equitable  measure  should  be  adopted  by  which 
they  can  be  abolished. 

The  utility  and  importance  of  vaccination  and  quarantine,  are 
well  understood  by  all  intelligent  persons.  It  is  only  necessary 
that  their  observance  should  be  enforced  by  law. 

The  fact  is  deplorable,  that  the  great  mass  of  mankind  blindly 
follow  the  lead  of  a  few  controlling  spirits,  instead  of  intelligently 
thinking  and  acting  for  themselves. 

All  of  the  confusion,  turmoil,  oppression,  revolution  and  blood- 
shed, that  mar  the  pages  of  history,  are  traceable  to  corrupt  leader- 
ship, and  the  ignorance  of  the  populace. 

When  the  people,  individually  and  collectively,  by  thorough 
mental  training,  become  competent  judges  of  all  questions  per- 
taining to  a  common  interest,  demagogy  and  charlatanism,  will 
hide  their  deformed  features  behind  the  screen  of  oblivion. 

The  world  will  present  the  grand  spectacle  of  a  religion  in  its 
primitive  purity,  stripped  of  priest-crafk  and  hypocrisy. 

A  pure  statesmanship,  free  from  designing  corruption  and  poli- 
tical oppression,  science  an  open  volume,  known  and  read  of  all 
men — Error  crushed  out — Truth  triumphant. 
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Toner  Leotubb  on  Mental  Overwoek  and  Prema- 
ture Disease  among  Public  and  Professional  Men. — The 
"Toner  Lectnres^'  have  been  instituted  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
by  Joseph  M.  Toner,  M.  D.,  who  has  placed  in  charge  of  a 
board  of  trustees  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  applied 
for  at  least  two  annual  memoirs  or  essays  relative  to  some  branch 
of  medical  science,  and  containing  some  new  truth  fully  estab- 
lished by  experiment  or  observation.  As  these  lectures  are  in- 
tended to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge,  they  have  been 
accepted  for  publication  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  its 
"Miscellaneous  Collections/^  Since  the  establishment  of  this 
fund,  nine  lectures  in  all  have  been  delivered.  The  first  lecture 
of  the  series  was  delivered  March  28th,  1873,  by  the  late  Dr.  J. 
J.  Woodward.  Other  lectures  have  been  delivered  successively, 
at  irregular  intervals,  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Brown-S^uard,  of  France, 
Dr.  J.  M,  Da  Costa,  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  Dr.  W.  W.  Keen,  Dr. 
William  Adams,  of  London,  Dr.  Edward  O.  Shakespeare  and 
Mr.  George  E.  Waring,  Jr.  The  ninth  lecture  was  delivered 
March  19th,  1884,  by  Dr.  Charles  K.  Mills.  His  subject,  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  Toner,  was  "  Mental  Overwork  and  Premature 
Disease  among  Public  and  Professional  Men."  This  lecture,  in 
the  form  of  a  pamphlet  of  thirty-four  pages,  has  just  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  longevity  of  intellectual  workers  in  general  is  first  consid- 
ered, and  is  found  to  be  above  that  of  most  other  classes.  The 
inferences  and  conclusions  of  the  paper  are  largely  based  upon  a 
study  of  sixty  cases,  especially  collected  by  the  author,  cases  in 
which  loss  of  health  or  life  had  been  mainly  attributable  to  ex- 
cessive brain  work  and  brain  strain. 
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These  cases  are  arranged  into  two  classes:  (1)  Men  in  polit- 
ical and  official  life^  including  cabinet  officers^  senators,  repre- 
sentativesy  department  officials,  governors  and  candidates  for 
office;  (2)  Professional  men,  including  physicians,  lawyers,  cler- 
gymen, journalists,  scientists  and  teachers. 

The  actual  occupations  were :  cabinet  officer,  1;  senators,  8; 
representatives  in  Congress,  10;  department  officials,  5;  gov- 
ernors, 2;  candidates  for  important  offices,  2;  physicians,  6; 
lawyers,  7;  clergymen,  2;  journalists,  4;  scientists,  6;  teachers,  7. 

Twenty-eight  of  the  sixty,  therefore,  were  men  in  political  and 
official  life,  and  eighteen  of  these  were  members  of  Congress. 

The  average  longevity  of  men  in  the  higher  walks  ot  political 
life  in  this  country  is  regarded  as  considerably  below  the  average 
of  those  who  oocupy  similar  positions  in  England.  Comparing, 
so  far  as  information  was  available,  the  ages  at  death  of  United 
States  Congressmen  and  members  of  the  English  Parliament, 
who  have  died  since  1860,  the  following  results  were  obtained: 
Fifty-nine  United  States  Senators  gave  an  average  of  61  years; 
one  hundred  and  forty -six  United  States  Representatives  an 
average  of  fifty-five  years;  the  average  of  both  being,  therefore, 
58  years.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  members  of  Parliament 
gave  the  remarkable  average  age  at  death  of  68  years. 

Taking  twenty-five  of  those  that  might  be  regarded  as  the 
most  eminent  American  statesmen  of  the  last  one  hundred  years, 
and  comparing  their  ages  at  death  with  those  of  the  same 
number  of  the  most  distinguished  English  statesmen,  the  United 
States  gave  an  average  of  69  years,  and  Great  Britain  of  70 — no 
practical  difference.  It  was  noticeable,  however,  that  much  of 
the  best  work  of  the  great  English  statesmen— of  Palmerston, 
Derby  and  Beaconsfield,  for  instance — had  been  done  at  an 
advanced  age,  when  most  American  public  men  have  ceased  to 
do  anything  important. 

The  lecturer  considers  some  of  the  causes  which  lead  to  mental 
overwork  and  break-down  in  American  public  and  professional 
life,  the  early  warnings  of  such  overwork,  and  the  forms  of 
disease  most  likely  to  result. 

The  preparation,  qualifications  and  modes  of  life  ot  American 
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pablio  men  are  discussed,  and  in  some  instances  comparisons  are 
made  with  English  statesmen.  The  histories  of  many  of  the 
cases  are  briefly  sketched.  The  special  conditions  which  lead  to 
overwork  and  its  consequences  among  physicians,  lawyers,  jour- 
nalists, scientists  and  teachers  are  presented  at  some  length,  with 
illustrative  cases.  The  evil  effects  of  competitive  examinations 
and  cramming,  upon  both  teachers  and  scholars,  in  our  public 
schools,  are  also  described. 

The  symptom-groups  and  diseases  represented  by  the  series  of 
sixty  cases  are  summarized  as  follows:  Acute  neurasthenia,  18; 
insanity,  10;  phthisis,  9;  diabetes,  4;  cerebral  h«raorrhage,  4; 
Bright's  disease,  3;  posterior  spinal  sclerosis,  3;  pneumonia,  3; 
bulbar  paralysis,  1 ;  angina  pectoris,  1  ;  erysipelas,  1 ;  hepatitis,  1; 
enteritis,  1 ;  glossitis,  1. 

It  was  found  almost  impossible  to  present  in  orderly  array  all 
the  symptoms  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  indications  of  ner- 
vous exhaustion,  and  the  probable  precursors  of  premature 
disease  from  brain  strain  and  overwork,  these  symptoms  varying 
somewhat  with  the  individual — with  his  hereditarj  tendencies, 
his  habits  and  his  surroundings.  There  were,  however,  certain 
common  and  positive  evidences  of  existing  or  coming  evil  which 
were  present  in  many  cases. 

Neurasthenia  and  lithseraia  are  discussed. 

The  most  important  conclusions  are  summarized  as  follows : — 

1.  Intellectual  work  does  not  of  itself  injure  health  or  shorten 
life,  but  mental  overwork,  particularly  when  associated  with 
emotional  strain,  is  a  frequent  cause  of  nervous  break-down  and 
premature  disease. 

2.  The  average  longevity  of  men  in  the  higher  walks  of 
public  life  is  less  in  this  country  than  in,  England.  Politics 
here  is  not,  as  there,  in  the  best  sense  a  vocation;  and  our  public 
men,  io  many  cases,  succumb  to  health,  or  fail  to  attain  long  life, 
because  they  go  into  careers  unprepared,  by  inheritance,  educa- 
tion and  training,  for  the  severe  demands  to  be  made  upon  their 
powers.  . 

3.  Health  and  life  are  sometimes  lost  through  forgetfulness  of 
the  fact  that  mental  strain  and  overwork  are  particularly  dan- 
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gerous  to  those  in  middle  life  or  advanced  in  years  who  attempt 
brain  work  and  responsibilities  to  which  they  have  not  been  ac- 
customed. The  effects  of  suddenly-imposed  mental  strain  upon 
these  classes  are  especially  disastrous. 

4.  If  not  subjected  to  unusual  mental  or  physical  strain,  public 
and  professional  men^  as  well  as  those  in  other  walks  of  life^  al- 
though afflicted  with  organic  diseases^  may  live  in  comparative 
comfort,  and  able  to  do  a  moderate  amount  of  work  for  many  years. 

5.  Among  special  causes  of  premature  disease  in  public  life 
are  onerous  and  perplexing  duties  on  Congressional  committees, 
the  uncertainties  and  disappointments  attendant  upon  public  posi- 
tions, the  great  strain  to  which  candidates  are  subjected  during 
political  campaigns,  lack  of  recreation,  and  social  excesses  and 
abuses  at  the  National  Capital. 

6.  Among  physicians,  lawyers,  and  journalists,  the  performance 
of  brain  work  under  pressure  for  time,  and  under  bad  hygienic 
conditions,  is  a  common  cause  of  ill-health.  Defective  education 
and  pecuniary  harassments  are  also  special  causes  of  nervous 
break-down  and  premature  disease  among  physicians  and  lawyers. 

7.  Comparatively  few  clergymen  succumb  completely  to  mental 
overwork,  although  many  suffer  from  a  mild  but  annoying  form 
of  neurasthenia.  i 

8.  The  danger  to  the  scientific  worker  usually  arises  from  too 
intense  and  too  prolonged  activity  of  the  mind  in  one  direction. 

9.  The  system  of  severe  competitive  examinations  in  vogue  in 
many  communities  saps  the  health  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 
In  our  schools  generally  educational  methods  are  bad,  recreation 
is  too  much  neglected,  and  unhealthy  emulation  too  much  en- 
couraged.    Education  is  not  properly  individualized. 

10.  Chronic  neurasthenia  is  not  common  among  men  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs  and  in  the  professions.  Such  men  are, 
however,  sometimes  the  victims  of  a  severe  acute  nervous  pros- 
tration, which  may  result  in  serious  organic  disease. 

11.  Nervous  strain  is  one  of  the  causes  of  lithsBmia,  which  is 
of  not  infrequent  occurrence  among  public  and  professional  men, 
but  lithsemia  and  neurasthenia  are  not  interchangeable  terms. 

12.  The  warnings  of  mental  overwork  and  overstrain  vary 
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with  individuals  and  circumstances,  but  certain  psychical  symp- 
toms, and  such  physical  symptoms  as  immobility  of  countenance, 
diminished  resisting  power,  heart  failure,  sleeplessness,  cervico- 
occipital  pain  or  distress,  and  dyspepsia  are  of  most  frequent 
occurrence. 

13.  Insanity,  particularly  in  the  forms  of  melancholia  and 
paretic  dementia,  is  sometimes  developed  by  brain  strain  and 
overwork.  A  family  history  of  insanity  is  oflen  present  in  such 
cases. 

14.  Phthisis,  diabetes  and  Bright's  Disease  are  among  other 
diseases  most  likely  to  be  developed  by  mental  overwork.  Men 
in  whose  families  phthisis  is  hereditary,  should  carefully  guard 
against  such  overwork. 

15.  Overtaxing  the  mind  and  nervous  system  may  be  the  ex* 
citing  cause  of  almost  any  serious  disorder  to  which  chance,  ac- 
cident, imprudence  or  infection  exposes  the  individual. 

16.  Many  diseases,  not  nervous  in  their  seat  or  manifestation, 
are  developed  directly  or  indirectly  as  the  result  of  mental  and 
nervous  strain,  through  exhaustion,  impairment,  or  lesions  of  the 
centres  of  the  organic  functions. — The  Polydinie. 


The  Treatment  op  Bright's  Disease. — Dr.  James  Tyson, 
is  one  of  our  highest  authorities  on  all  diseases  of  the  urinary 
organs,  hence  his  treatment  of  Bright's  Disease.  In  the  course 
of  a  lecture  published  in  the  if.  and  S.  Jour.,  August  28,  1884, 
be  thus  gives  it  to  us : 

'*Next,  as  to  treatmenL  Many  cases  of  acute  Bright's  Disease, 
if  recognized  early,  require  no  treatment,  but  rest  in  bed  and  an 
easily  assimilable  diet,  of  which  the  best  form  is  milk.  Although 
this  is  true,  it  does  not  do  to  leave  these  patients  unwatched,  for 
the  course  of  the  disease  is  uncertain  ;  and  as  a  rule,  yon  will  not 
rest  satisfied  with  this  treatment,  although  what  more  is  done 
will  depend  to  a  great  degree  upon  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms. 
We  Wish  to  kefe'f)  th^  kidneys  rictinje:  in  ordier  to  preVfetit  ^the  fe- 
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eral  treatment  which  I  have  suggested,  I  see  that  the  bowels  are 
opened,  for  neither  digitalis  nor  any  other  diuretic  will  act  as 
long  as  the  bowels  are  constipated.  If  there  is  costiveness,  some 
saline  laxative  as  magnesia  or  the  citrate  of  magnesia  or  some  of 
the  natural  aperient  waters  should  be  given.  After  the  bowels 
have  been  opened,  digitalis  may  be  given  either  in  the  form  of 
the  tincture  or  infusion,  giving  fifteen  drops  of  the  former  or  a 
dessertspoonful  of  the  latter  every  three  or  four  hours.  If 
this  does  not  produce  the  desired  effect,  I  should  not  increase  the 
dose  of  digitalis,  for  it  is  liable  to  derange  the  stomach,  but  I 
should  associate  with  it  one  of  the  vegetable  alkalies,  as  the  ace- 
tate or  the  citrate  of  potassa. 

'*  When  admitted  this  man  was  given  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of 
elaterium  to  act  upon  the  bowels,  and  afterwards  received  fifteen 
grains  of  acetate  of  potassa.,  a  teaspoonful  of  the  infusion  dig- 
italis every  three  hours,  making  four  or  five  doses  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  Under  this  treatment  he  did  very  well,  and  the 
oedema  rapidly  disappeared. 

"  If  the  treatment  of  which  I  have  suggested  does  not  produce 
satisfactory  results,  and  the  symptoms  grow  worse,  I  sometimes 
use  cups  over  the  loins,  relieving  the  renal  arteries  through  the 
lumbar  arteries  by  the  anastomosis  which  exists  between  them. 
After  the  cupping,  I  usually  apply  a  corn  meal  or  flax-seed-meal 
poultice,  the  surface  of  which  has  been  sprinkled  with  mustard. 
This  keeps  up  a  permanent  counter-irritation,  and  it  often  starts 
the  secretion  of  urine. 

"  If  these  measures  fail,  free  action  by  the  skin  should  be  pro- 
moted. This  is  best  accomplished  by  jaborandi,  and  in  this  case 
it  became  necessary  to  administer  this  remedy.  As  I  have  said, 
the  patient  at  first  did  well  on  the  use  of  digitalis  and  the  acetate 
of  potassa.,  but  day  before  yesterday  the  resident  physician 
found  him  delirious  and  acting  in  a  singular  manner.  On  inves- 
tigation it  was  found  that  although  the  urine  was  not  actually 
suppressed  he  was  passing  a  very  small  amount.  We  at  once 
concluded  that  his  symptoms  Were  ursemic,  and  due  to  the  reten- 
tion of  urea  and  its  allies.  The  complication  is  frequently  met 
with ;'  a  patient  will  be  doing  well,  when  suddenly  there  will 
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appear  coma^  convulsions  or  delirium,  as  we  had  in  this  patient. 
In  addition  to  delirium,  the  man  had  slight  convulsive  seizures. 
We  at  once  proceeded  to  treat  him  as  we  usually  treat  such  cases  in 
the  hospital.  An  infusion  of  two  drachms  of  jaborandi  leaves 
in  lour  ounces  of  water  was  made,  and  the  whole  quantity  given 
by  enema.  We  often  make  the  infusion  with  only  one  drachm 
of  jaborandi,  but  as  the  symptoms  were  urgent,  a  double  quan- 
tity was  used.  This  did  not  produce  perspiration,  and  in  an 
hour  the  injection  was  repeated.  In  a  short  time  he  sweat  pro- 
fusely. He  was  also  given  one  drop  of  croton  oil,  which  acted 
promptly.  The  next  morning  all  the  symptoms  had  disappeared 
and  the  man  was  entirely  rational.  We  are  not  always  so  suc- 
cessful in  removing  the  uremic  symptoms,  but  frequently  the 
result  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  In  this  case  the  dropsy  was 
also  greatly  relieved  by  the  sweating. 

"The  above  well  illustrates  the  usual  course  which  is  to  be 
pursued  in  cases  of  acute  Bright's  Disease.  If  the  disease  is 
promptly  recognized  and  properly  treated  from  the  beginning, 
the  patient  generally  gets  well ;  but  if  overlooked,  as  it  oflen  is, 
the  opportune  moment  may  be  lost,  never  to  be  regained.  Per- 
haps no  disease  demands  for  its  prompt  recognition  and  treatment 
a  broader  and   more  thorough  medical  education. 

"  There  are  modifications  of  the  treatment  I  have  described 
which  are  demanded  by  circumstances  In  private  practice,  in- 
stead of  giving  jaborandi,  I  should  use  the  alkaloid,  pilocarpin, 
giving  the  nitrate  or  muriate  subcutaneously.  The  dose  is  from 
one-fourth  to  one  half  a  grain,  as  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms 
may  demand.  My  usual  custom  is  to  give  one- fourth  or  one- 
thinl  of  a  grain,  amd  if  sweating  does  not  come  on  within  half 
an  hour  I  repeat  the  dose.  Jaborandi  not  only  produces  sweat- 
ing, but  it  also  increases  the  secretion  of  saliva,  and  may  induce 
purging.  It  is  also  a  diuretic.  We  have  in  this  remedy  a  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  therapeutics  of  Bright's  Disease.  In 
order  to  keep  up  the  diaphoretic  action,  pilocarpin  may  be  con- 
tinued in  doses  of  one-tenth  of  a  grain.  This  is  readily  done  by 
the  use  of  gelatine-coated  pills.  One  pill  maybe  given  in  the 
evening,  or  one  may  be  given   night  and  morning.     The  sys- 
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tern  rapidly  becomes  habituated  to  the  use  oi  jaborandi,  and  the 
dose  has  to  be  increased.  Another  good  way  of  administering 
this  drug  is  to  use  the  inspissated  juice  by  suppository.  The 
fluid  extract  may  of  course  be  used  by  the  mouth,  but  it  is  a  less 
agreeable  remedy. 

"Ifjaborandi  cannot  be  procured,  there  are  other  ways  of  in- 
ducing sweating  which  we  have  now  almost  entirely  given  up,  al- 
though they  are  very  efficient.  Hot-air  or  steam-baths  may  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  In  employing  the  hot-air  bath  the  patient 
is  covered  with  a  rubber  blanket,  and  a  tube  with  an  expanded 
extremity  which  is  held  over  a  spirit-lamp  is  passed  beneath  the 
covering.  In  the  steam-bath,  the  steam  from  an  ordinary  tea* 
kettle  may  be  cx)nducted  through  a  piece  of  rubber  tubing  under 
the  bed-clothing.  These  methods  are  not  promptly  effectual  as 
the  administration  of  jaborandi,  but  at  the  same  time  there  are 
circumstances  when  they  may  be  required. 

"  There  is  another  method  of  treating  urgent  ursemic  symp- 
toms which  should  be  mentioned,  that  is,  bleeding.  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  bleed  a  patient  suffering  with  ursBmia  if  he  is  not 
relieved  by  the  measures  described.  As  you  are  aware,  the 
ursBmic  symptams  are  dependent  upon  the  retention  of  the  urea 
and  allied  substances  in  the  blood,  which,  when  they  have  accu- 
mulated to  a  sufficient  quantity,  act  upon  the  nervous  system, 
producing  delirium  and  convulsion,  or  coma.  The  condition  is, 
in  fact,  an  intoxication.  If  under  such  circumstances  the  patient 
is  bled  and  a  pint  or  a  quart  of  this  blood  removed,  some  of  the 
poisonous  material  is  taken  away  and  the  ]>atient  is  relieved.  In 
pueiperal  cases  I  believe  that  bleeding  relieves  not  only  by  di- 
minishing the  vascular  and  nervous  tension,  but  by  removing  the 
accumulated  ursemic  poison  which  has  produced  the  symptoms. 
*^  Another  valuable  remedy  for  the  control  of  ursemio  convul- 
sions, which  should  uot  be  forgotten,  is  chloral.  So  far  as  the 
relief  of  tho  convulsion  goes,  jaborandi  is  a  slowly-acting  rem- 

..edy,  because  it.  operates  by  r.eipoving.the  j;oi^on  fr,^j;qjhe  .blood. 
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bj  the  mouth  or  rectum.  By  enema  the  dose  is  one  drachm.  I 
have  seen  the  convulsions  stop  almost  instantly  after  such  an  in- 
jection. 

There  is  still  another  remedy  which  has  been  strongly  urged 
by  some^  which  should  be  used  with  caution,  and  that  is 
morphia.  It  is  some  years  now  since  Dr.  Loorais^  of  New  York 
City,  advocated  the  hypodermic  administration  of  one-half  a 
grain  of  morphia  for  the  relief  of  tho  convulsions  in  acute 
Bright's  Disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  certain  chronic 
forms  of  the  disease,  more  particulary  in  the  contracted  kidney, 
the  effect  of  opium  is  to  increase  the  danger  of  ursemia;  and  Dr. 
Loomis  states  explicitly  that  this  treatment  is  only  applicable  to 
the  acute  disease.  I  confess  to  being  less  particular  in  the  use 
of  opium  in  chronic  Bright's  Disease  than  I  used  to  be,  always 
except  contracted  kidney ;  and  where  other  remedies  fail  I  would 
use  a  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia  in  the  ursemic  convulsions 
of  Bright's  Disease,  but  1  should  arrange  the  order  of  remedies 
rather  as  follows :  jaborandi,  chloral,  bleeding,  morphia. 

"  With  such  measures,  these  cases  can  often  be  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  termination  ;  and  although  the  appearance  of  ursBmia 
is  a  serious  sign,  yet  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the 
patient  will  die,  and  recovery  therefrom  in  acute  cases  is  not  un- 
common. Ursemic  convulsions  in  chronic  Bright's  Disease  is  a 
&r  more  serious  condition. — Canada  Med.  Record. 


Metallic  Band  for  Fractured  Patella. — Some  years 
ago,  while  at  the  South,  I  had  a  case  of  transverse  fracture  of  the 
patella,  in  a  man  of  considerable  medical  knowledge  who  had 
been  acting  as  ''  ship  surgeon  ^'  at  sea,  though  without  any  form 
of  license  as  such.  He  said,  "  I  shall  never  have  any  good  leg, 
by  the  old  methods;  canyon  not  do  something  new?''  A  cut  to 
the  bone,  half  an  inch  below  the  transverse  line  of  the  fracture, 
and  not  connecting  with  it,  suggested  a  metallic  screw,  to  be  in- 
serted through  and  hold  both  fragments  together.  I  replied : 
''  Give  me  a  twenty  dollar  gold  piece ;  I  will  make  a  gold  screw 
bolt,  and  s^^rew  the  two  pieces  together. 
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I  had  a  machinist  make  the  gold  piece  into  a  screw  with  thumb 
wings  on  each  side  of  one  end.  The  next  day,  with  a  carpenter's 
brace-bit  I  cut  out  a  hole  through  the  lower  fragment^  and  par- 
tially through  the  upper  fragment  of  the  patella.  The  lower  I 
enlarged  by  another  bit,  to  be  slightly  larger  than  the  gold  screw 
bolt,  and  I  screwed  it  in  with  a  firm  pressure  of  the  two  parts  to- 
gether; the  upper  held  by  the  coarse  thread  of  the  bolt,  the  lower 
by  the  wings  of  the  bolt,  by  which  I  turned  it  in.  I  extempor- 
ized wood  clamps,  which  being  kept  in  place  by  an  assistant  on 
each  side  of  the  patella,  held  the  fragments  together  while  cut- 
ting the  brace-bits  holes  in  them. 

This  has  lately  suggested  to  me  to  recommend  that  in  intra- 
capsular fracture  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  with  the  present  use 
of  antiseptics,  a  similar  non-corrosive  screw  bolt  might  be  used. 
The  external  trochanter  is  easily  reached,  and  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  puncturing  that.  The  difficulty  would  be  to  accur- 
ately co-adjust  the  head  with  the  femur  (but  that  would  be  no 
more  difficult  than  other  niceties  of  surgery)  and  to  puncture  the 
head  fragment;  if  the  round  ligament  was  not  ruptured,  a  drill 
could  be  made  to  cut  the  hole  for  the  screw  into  the  head  of  the 
bone;  and  the  fyrther  difficulty  of  holding  the  head  fast  to  put 
in  the  screw,  in  its  place.  But  if  done,  there  would  be  less  diffi- 
culty in  these  fractures,  that  exhaust  the  patient,  and  injure  per- 
manently his  constitution  by  the  confinement  for  months  in  bed. 
If  the  round  ligament  is  ruptured,  or  in  extracapsular  fracture,  I 
see  no  more  danger  in  a  larger  opening,  down  to  and  about  the 
articulation,  and  adjustment  of  such  a  device,  by  the  aid  of  any 
mechanical  means  that  seems  fit  to  hold  the  fragments  together. 
The  bolt  head  could  be  easily  adjusted  to  project  beyond  the  soft 
parte,  when  the  wound  was  closed,  -and  by  which  the  bolt  could 
be  removed,  when  bony  union  had  taken  place. 

The  case  was  under  my  care  and  inspection  a  year  and  four 
months.  The  gold  screw  bolt  was  applied,  as  said,  and  there  was 
a  compression  bandage  used  some  three  weeks.  I  cannot  now 
say  how  long  I  left  the  screw  rod  or  bolt  in  ;  about  a  month  or 
six  weeks,  probably.  The  limb  was  not  put  on  the  floor  at  once 
but  for  ten  days  in  a  chair  elevated.     No  splint  was  used.     In 
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three^ weeks  the  patient  walked  out  into  the  street^  as  had  been 
the  case  in  the  house  before.  The  union  appeared  to  be  bony  ; 
but  this  has  been  said  to  be  impossible^in  any  patella  fracture,  as 
"  the  union  is  always  by  ligamentous  tissue/'  This  I  do  not  be- 
lieve. The  recovery  was  perfect.  At  the  last  time  I  saw  the  pa- 
tienty  nothing  was  left  to  show  the  injury,  except  an  elevation  of 
what  seemed  to  be  bony  deposit  over  or  in  the  line  of  the  frac- 
ture.— 8.  J,  Parker,  M,  D,,  in  The  Polyclinic. 


How  TO  Cure  a  Felon. — One  day  in  July,  1883,  after  re- 
turning from  a  call  in  the  country,  I  found  a  gentleman  waiting 
in  my  office  to  consult  me  about  a  felon  that  was  giving  him 
great  pain,  upon  the  indeif  finger  of  the  left  hand.  While  wait- 
ing for  me  he  had  picked  up  one  of  my  medical  journals,  and 
read  an  article  entitled  "  How  to  cure  a  Felon."  My  patient 
askeil  me  to  try  it  on  him.  I  advised  him  to  let  me  make  a  free 
incision  down  t'  the  boie,  believing  it  the  only  course  to  pursue 
that  amounted  to  anything  ^in  the  treatment  oi  paronchia.  As 
he  was  a  little  timed,  and  insisted  on  my  trying  the  other  plan,  I 
consented.  The  mode  of  treatment  is  thi<3,  and  I  quote  the 
writer's  own  words  :  "  Take  common  salt,  roasted  on  a  hot  stove 
until  all  the  chlorine  gas  is  thrown  off,  or  it  is  as  dry  as  you  can 
make  it.  Teaspoonful,  and  also  a  teaspoonful  of  pulverized  cas- 
tile  soap,  add  a  teaspoonful  of  Venice  turpentine,  mix  them  well 
into  a  poultice  and  apply  to  the  felon.  If  you  have  ten  felons  at 
once,  make  as  many  poultices.  Renew  this  poultice  twice  a  day. 
In  four  or  five  days  your  felon  will,  if  not  opened  before  your 
poultice  is  first  put  on,  present  a  hole  down  to  the  bone,  where 
the  pent-up  matter  was  before  your  poultice  brought  it  out.  If 
the  felon  has  been  cut  open  or  opened  itself,  or  is  about  to  take 
off  the  finger  to  the  first  joint,  no  matter,  put  on  your  poultice ; 
it  will  stop  it  right  there,  and  in  time  your  finger  wiH  get  well, 
even  if  one  of  the  first  bones  is  gone.  Of  course,  it  will  not  res- 
tore the  lost  bi  ne,  but  it  will  get  well  soon.*' 

So  far  as  my  faith  went  in  the  treatment  of  a  felon  in  that  way, 
I  never  would  have  tried  it.     My  patient  came  back  to  me  in 
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four  days,  with  pain  and  throbbing  all  gone^  and  with  no  tender- 
ness or  swelling.  Upon  removing  the  poultice  there  was  a  round 
hole  down  to  the  bone,  discharging  a  bloody,  thick  pus,  such  as 
I  have  sometimes  seen  come  from  acute  ulcers.  He  stated  that 
after  the  first  application  of  the  poultice,  about  eight  hours  after 
he  left  my  office,  he  suffered  no  more  pain ;  in  thre^  days  more  he 
was  almost  entirely  well.  This  induced  me  to  determine  to  try 
it  on  other  felons  that  I  might  be  called  upon  to  treat;  and  from 
July  until  the  middle  of  October  a  great  many  felons  occurred 
among  the  farmers,  caused  by  the  frequent  handling  of  pitch- 
forks in  making  hay,  and  in  stacking  and  threshing  grain.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  I  tried  it  on  seven  cases  of  felon,  and  it  never  once 
failed  me.  It  is  simple  in  preparation,  and  the  soap  and  salt 
are  always  at  hand,  which  with  a  few  cents'  worth  of  Venice 
turpentine  will  make  many  poultices.  The  cases  in  which  I  used 
it  got  well  more  rapidly  and  suffered  less  pain,  and  the  finger  re- 
gained its  normal  condition  more  quickly,  than  after  incision  or 
any  mode  of  treatment  I  had  ever  previously  adopted. — C.  C. 
Qratiot,  M.  D.,  in  College  and  Clinical  Record. 


Congenital  Phimosis. — Dr.  H.  G.  Wetherill,  of  Trenton,  in 
the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  adds  his  testimony  to  show  the 
importance  of  looking  after  the  condition  of  the  prepuce.  He 
thus  writes :  A  very  long  prepuce,  even  free  from  constriction^  I 
should  regard  as  a  malformation  and  advise  its  amputation.  It 
interferes  with  cleanliness  and  induces  sexual  orgasm  in  very 
young  children,  attracting  attention  to  the  penis  at  a  time  when 
they  should  know  it  simply  as  a  urinary  appendage,  without 
other  function,  and  is  doubtless  instrumental  in  making  onanists. 

Echeverria,  in  his  famous  work  on  epilepsy,  says :  "  Congen- 
ital phimosis,  in  the  case  of  males,  renders  them  specially  prone 
to  onanism.  This  malformation  is  not  necessarily  incompatible 
with  health,  though  it  may  become  a  frequent  source  of  trouble- 
some local  and  general  derangement.'' 

Althaus,  in  an  article  in  The  Lancet  of  February  16,  1867, 
upon  **  The  relation  of  phimosis  to  epilepsy,"  speaks  of  meeting 
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witb*  the  malformation  in  eleven  out  of  twenty-five  consecutive 
male  cases  of  epilepsy  admitted  at  the  London  Infirmary  for  Ep- 
ileptics and  Paralytics  (nearly  40  per  cent). 

Echeverria  did  not  find  so  great  a  proportion,  and  in  my  own 
investigations  among  the  epileptics  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Lu- 
natic Asylum  a  smaller  proportion  was  also  found  (36.5  per  cent). 

Thirty-three  male  epileptics  are  at  present  (July  3),  in  the  in- 
stitution, and  out  of  that  number  twelve  were  found  to  have  phy- 
mosis  and  ten  elongated  foreskins  to  an  extent  which  might  be 
mischievous.  Twenty-one  of  these  men  are  known  to  be,  or  ad- 
mit having  been,  habitual  onanists,  and  the  actual  number  addic- 
ted to  the  habit  is  probably  much  larger. 

It  would  not  be  proper  to  infer  that  this  habit  has,  in  all  these 
cases,  arisen  from  the  malformation,  for  no  doubt  in  some  cases 
the  elongation  may  have  been  induced  by  a  long  continuance  of 
the  practice,  and  in  the  same  way  we  know  it  to  be  true  that  the 
practice  is  often  a  result  of  mental  disturbance  and  consequent 
abandon.  Still  in  many  of  these  cases  we  know  that  the  phymo- 
sis  is  congenital  and  responsible  wholly,  or  in  part,  for  the  vice. 

As  to  the  potency  of  masturbation  in  the  induction  of  mental 
derangement  and  causation  of  epilepsy,  we  have  many  celebrated 
authorities  who  set  forth  in  their  strongest  possible  words  the 
great  influence  they  believe  it  to  have  in  causing  them.  Marshall 
Hall,  Brown-S6quard  Van  der  Kolk,  Echeverria,  Maudsley,  and 
Sheppard, agree  that  "epileptic  attacks,  like  every  reflex  or  direct 
action  of  the  spinal  system,  are  always  excited  ^';  '^  that  epilepti- 
form convulsions  may  be  constant  consequences  of  slight  irrita- 
tions upon  certain  nerves,''  and  that  specially  is  a  continued 
spinal  irritation  (like  that  present  in  the  class  of  cases  we  are 
considering)  likely  to  be  followed  by  the  kinds  of  disease  now 
common  in  our  overcrowded  asylums  and  homes  for  the  feeble- 
minded. 

There  is  a  peculiar  form  of  melancholia  common  in  asylums, 
and  recognized  and  described  by  nearly  all  authorities  upon 
psychology,  which  has  its  origin  in  a  long-continued  habit  of 
masturbating.  In  looking  into  the  matter  as  bearing  upon  this 
question  of  phymosis,  I  find  the  greater  number  of  such  cases 
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with  which  I  have  met  have  either  a  complete  phymosis^  or  such 
a  long  prepuce,  as  in  m\  judgment  may  have  interfered  in  early 
youth  with  cleanh'ness,  physical  and  moral. 

The  solitary  vice  soon  leads  to  a  desire  to  be  left  alone  at  all 
times  ;  the  victim  becomes  depressed,  and,  as  Van  der  Kolk  says: 
"  In  a  word,  the  depressed  tone  of  mind  here  passes  over  into  re- 
ligious melancholia;  all  afflictions  have  a  religious  color/'  "This 
peculiarity  I  have  so  often  and  constantly  noticed  that  I  venture 
to  express  my  conviction  that  we  should  rarely  err  if  in  a  case  of 
religious  melancholy  we  assumed  the  sexual  apparatus  to  be  im- 
plicated, either  through  onanism  or  through  other  causes." 

In  examining  the  works  of  many  of  the  best  authors  of  the 
later  days,  I  find  more  or  less  a  common  expression  of  opinion  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  which  my  own  experience  verifies,  as  it  is 
in  general  about  this :  That  many  forms  of  mental  derangement 
from  mania  to  dementia  may  be  caused  by  habitual  onanism,  and 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  epileptic  and  melancholiac  casos  we 
find  in  our  asylums  are  results  of  some  sexual  irregularities. 

That  phimosis  (or  great  elongation  of  the  prepuce  even)  indu- 
ces a  desire  to  onanize,  I  regard  as  proven  and  axiomatic;  so  we 
can  easily  trace  many  of  these  various  maladies  to  a  very  easily 
avoided  cause." —  Weekly  Medical  Review. 


The  Intrafusion  of  Salt  Solution. — There  are  few  oper- 
ations  which  have  been  more  frequently  recommended  and  less 
frequently  practiced  than  transfusion.  Every  writer  upon  sur- 
gery and  obstetrics  feels  constrained  to  describe  the  process,  yet 
rather  from  a  sense  of  duty  than  because  he  considers  that  he  is 
actually  dealing  with  a  matter  of  practical  interest.  Dr.  Lusk, 
with  a  frankness  which  is  worthy  of  imitation,  acknowledges  that, 
although  he  carries  the  necessary  apparatus  about  with  him,  he 
has  never  reached  the  point  at  which  he  cared  to  test  it.  It  the 
truth  were  known,  very  few  of  the  authors  who  have  said  most 
about  transfusion  are  able  to  present  many  positive  results  from 
their  own  experience.  Just  as  the  younger  generation  of  medi- 
cal men  have  only  a  theoretical  acquaintance  with   the   operation 
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of  phlebotomy^  the  profession  at  large  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
technique  of  transfusion,  except  as  they  may  have  seen  in  their 
early  hospital  career  a  few  crude  attempts  at  restoring  moribund 
patients.  The  fact  is  that,  when  a  man  does  meet  with  just  the 
sort  of  case  in  which  he  has  always  imagined  that  he  wouhl  *'try 
transfusion/^  he  does  not  care  to  try  it.  Whether  this  timidity 
arises  from  a  fear  of  the  possible  dangers  of  the  operation — throm- 
bosis, the  entrance  of  air  into  the  veins,  or  other  phenomena 
which  have  been  so  graphically  pictured  by  pathologists — or  from 
an  ignorance  of  its  details,  certain  it  is  that  surgeons  who  are 
bold  enough  on  other  occasions  shrink  from  this  simple  proced- 
ure. 

We  can  not  analyze  this  feeling  entirely.  It  is  doubtless  to 
some  extent  a  dislike  of  troubling  a  patient  when  in  extremis;  the 
supposed  necessity  for  elaborate  preparations  deter  others.  Dr. 
Lusk  is  frank  enough  to  say :  "  In  the  few  cases  where  I  had  in- 
tended to  use  it,  the  tubing  was  never  in  perfect  order."  With- 
out doubt  the  idea  of  removing  blood  from  another  subject  and 
subjecting  it  to  a  rather  complicated  preparation  has  been  the 
great  stumbling-block  to  the  general  use  of  transfusion.  Dr. 
Thomas,  with  his  characteristic  boldness  and  ingenuity,  has  advo- 
cated the  use  of  fresh  milk,  and  greatly  simplified  the  operation 
by  recommending  as  the  only  apparatus  necessary  an  ordinary 
glass  funnel  to  which  is  attached  a  rubber  tube  terminating  in  a 
delicate  cannula.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  his  device  is  the 
one  which  has  recently  been  employed  successfully  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  complicated  instru- 
ments. 

The  Germans  have  always  been  deeply  interested  in  the  subject 
of  transfusion,  as  may  be  inferred  from  Landois's  monograph^ 
written  ten  years  ago.  He  reports  three  hundred  and  fifty  cases  • 
in  which  human  blood  was  used,  over  one-third  of  which  were 
successful.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  during  the  past  decade  his  coun- 
trymen have  made  the  principal  additions  to  our  knowledge  of 
this  matter.  Few  general  readers  realize  the  extent  to  which  the 
intrafusion  of  a  solution  of  common  salt  has  been  practiced  by 
German  surgeons,  or  the  immense  importance  of  the  discovery 
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that  this  fluid  not  only  possesses  the  same  advantages  as  blood, 
but  is  even  superior  to  it.  The  method  is  not  founded  upon  pure 
empiricism^  but  upon  the  soundest  phyaiological  basis^  and  it  de- 
serves more  serious  consideration  in  America  than  it  has  hitherto 
received.  We  have  perhaps  been  prejudiced  against  the  intra- 
venous injections  of  salt  solution  by  the  fact  that  they  were  widely 
employed  by  the  French  physicians  during  the  recent  cholera 
epidemic,  and  often  with  a  negative  result.  But  injections  prac- 
ticeJ  during  the  collapse  stage  of  cholege,  and  those  which  are 
resorted  to  in  acute  aneemia  following  hsemorrhage,  should  not  be 
compared,  since  the  conditions  are  dissimilar.  It  is  in  the  latter 
class  of  cases  that  the  method  finds  its  true  application. 

Professor  Mikulicz,  who  is  a  warm  advocate  of  the  operation, 
contributes  an  article  to  a  recent  number  of  the  Wiener  Klinik^ 
in  which  he  states  that  he  has  obtained  brilliant  results  from  the 
injection  of  600  centimetres  of  a  solution  of  salt,  the  apparatus 
being  hastily  improvised  with  a  glass  funnel,  a  piece  of  rubber 
tubing,  and  a  small  trocar.  He  urges  the  injection  of  a  larger 
amount  of  fluid  than  is  usually  employed  in  England  and  Amer- 
ica, even  as  much  as  a  litre.  The  operation  should  occupy  from 
ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  He  uses  six  parts  of  salt  and  one  part  of 
carbonate  of  sodium  to  one  thousand  parts  of  water. 

We  have  not  referred  either  to  the  technique  of  the  procedure 
or  to  the  indications.  These  are  self-evident.  To  recognize  when 
a  patient  is  in  a  critical  condition,  to  expose  one  of  the  veins  at 
the  bend  of  the  elbow,  and  to  insert  into  it  a  cannula,  a  glass 
tube,  a  quill — surely  the  average  practitioner  can  be  credited  with 
enough  sagacity  and  coolness  to  do  this.  There  is  a  great  deal 
said  about  the  after-treatment  of  heemorrhage,  but  the  fact  is  that 
many  men  stand  and  watch  a  patient  slipping  away  from  them, 
just  out  of  pure  helplessness.  We  hope  to  see  the  intrafusion  of 
fcalt  solution  practiced  extensively.  It  does  not  seem  likely  to  do 
harm,  and  it  is  now  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  it  is  a  powerful 
agent  for  good  when  properly  employed.  Let  us  not  regard  this 
operation  as  a  mere  curiosity,  or  as  one  to  be  practiced  upon  an 
individual  in  articulo;  it  should  become  a  recognized  and  legiti- 
mate procedure,  and  take  precedence  of  the  reprehensible  and 
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unscientific  method  of  trying  to  refill  the  empty  vessels  of  a  pa- 
tient by  administering  hypodermics  of  brandy  or  ether,  and  the 
more  dangerous  practice  of  injecting  ammonia  into  the  veins.  It 
is  time  that  the  operation  should  be  removed  from  the  realm  of 
the  novelist,  and  become  a  practical  entity. — New  York  Med- 
ical Jowmai, 

>  ^  • — , 

Amputations  and  Artificial  Legs. — De  Forest  Douglass 
writes  as  follows  to  the  Boaton  M,  &  S.  Jour,:  Manufacturers  are 
constantly  called  upon  to  make  and  adjust  artificial  legs  to 
stumps  where  ampuation  was  performed  by  the  *' rules"  taught 
in  works  on  surgery  previous  to  the  modern  invention  and  great 
improvements  in  the  construction  and  adjustment  of  artificial 
legs. 

The  absolute '^  rule '^  laid  down  in  the  works  on  surgery — in 
amputations  always  to  save  as  much  as  possible — has  had  and 
passed  its  day  of  usefulness.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  earliest 
days  of  surgery,  when  an  amputation  was  attended  with  much 
greater  risk  of  life  that  at  the  present  time,  with  such  great  im- 
provements in  the  practice  of  the  profession. 

While  it  may  or  may  not  be  correct  that  the  longer  the  stump 
the  less  liable  to  fatal  results,  there  are  other  considerations 
which  should  have  weight  and  influence  with  surgeons.  If  the 
saving  of  a  life  is  desiv*able,  life  should  be  desirable  after  it  is 
saved.  If  through  the  great  kindness  and  zeal  of  the  surgeon 
he  has  saved  the  life  of  his  patient,  and  has  at  the  same  time  en^ 
tailed  upon  him  a  condition  preventing  him  from  the  enjoyment 
of  the  full  or  partial  duties  of  life,  he  has  saved  it,  but  full  of 
bitterness. 

An  experience  of  more  than  thirty  years  with  patients  who 
have  submitted  to  amputations  has  shown  this  important  fact, 
that  the  last  and  most  absorbing  thought  previous  to  the  oper- 
ation would  find  expression  in,  *^  Doctor,  give  me  the  very  best 
/)tU9)|>  tq,]B)r.^ftr  an  firtificial  leg^f'  showing^  life  a  secondary  copsid- 

I  would,  therefore,  suggest,  as  giving  the,,bpj|t  ^J^^^^Jt^  t9,t]ie 
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artificial  raust  co-operate  with  the  natural  member,  first,  never 
to  amputp.te  through  the  joint.  In  these  cases  the  stumps  are 
invariably  thinly  covered  at  the  end;  from  necessity,  the  tissues 
not  being  abundant,  the  circulation  is  feeble,  vitality  at  the  ex- 
treme end  much  reduced,  and  the  liability  to  excoriation  is 
great.  The  power  in  using  an  artificial  leg  is  reduced  in  the 
same  ratio  that  the  stump  is  enfeebled  or  sensitive,  and  the 
value  ami  usefulness  of  the  leg  enhanced  the  more  nearly  we  ap- 
proach the  right  point  of  amputation. 

Artificial  legs  are  fitted  to  such  amputations  because  they  are 
presented  for  treatment,  and  the  patient  has  walked  well.  But 
this  proves  nothing.  Compare  these  with  leg  or  thigh  amputa- 
tions after  two  or  three  years'  experience,  and  the  result  will  be 
quite  different  from  what  would  appear  at  first.  Many  cases  re- 
suit  in  a  secondary  amputation. 

Nearly  the  same  objection  will  applj  to  extremely  long 
stumps,  either  of  leg  or  thigh — feeble  circulation  at  the  end,  low 
vitality,  danger  of  excoriation,  and,  therefore,  slow  process  of 
healing.  Long  stumps  are  liable  to  swell  at  the  end,  and  the  ar- 
tificial leg  is  required  to  be  made  larger  at  this  point  to  meet  the 
difficulty. 

After  passing  nine  inches  below  the  lower  edge  of  the  patella, 
we  make  use  of  the  stump  either  for  bearing  or  propelling 
power.  Therefore  as  considerations  of  utility,  safety,  usefulness, 
and  symmetry  in  the  artificial  leg,  long  stumps  are  undesirable. 
The  best  length  of  stump  for  thigh  amputation  is  ten  inches, 
measuring  inside  from  body. 

Of  course  the  conditions  of  injury  or  disease  determine  shorter 
stumps.  But  the  rule  stands  the  same,  and  the  more  nearly  it 
can  be  conformed  to  the  better  the  results. 

In  all  cases  of  anchylosis  of  knee-joint,  flexed  at  right  angles, 
the  end  of  stump  should  fall  one  inch  back  of  a  line  of  the  thigh. 
Such  cases  are  well  adapted  for  a  leg  with  bearing  on  the  knee. 
In  these  cases  a  greater  length  of  stump  is  undesirable,  as  the 
perfect  outline  of  the  patient  when  dressed  would  be  broken  by 
a  protruding  stump. 

The  roost  desirable  method  of  amputation,  giving  the  best 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SELECTIONS.  187 

stnmp,  capable  of  exerting  the  greatest  power  of  locomotion, 
leaving  the  tissues  the  more  nearly  in  their  natural  position  and 
condition,  and  the  least  liable  to  injury  or  excoriation^  is  the  an- 
tero-posterior  flap  operation. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that 
after  a  stump  is  well  healed— to  put  it  in  the  best  condition  for 
the  application  of  an  artificial  leg — it  should  be  constantly 
bandaged  as  tightly  as  can  be  comfortably  worn  for  four  or  five 
weeks.  This  renders  it  more  conical  in  form,  better  adapted  to 
sustain  the  weight  of  body  on  an  artificial  leg. 

These  observations  and  suggestions  are  the  result  of,  and  are 
based  upon,  a  thorough  practical  experience  of  over  thirty  years 
in  making  and  adjusting  artificial  legs  to  every  form  of  stump. — 
Columbus  Med.  Jour, 


French  Justice  in  Malpractice  Suits. — The  Paris  corre- 
spondent of  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  February  7,  states 
that  an  action  was  recently  brought  by  an  Officier  de  SantS  against 
Prof.  Tr^lat  and  M.  Delens.  M.  Bouyer,  the  plaintiff,  stated  his 
case  as  follows:  In  the  act  of  nailing  down  a  box  in  May,  1883, 
he  slightly  injured  his  left  index  finger.  He  sent  for  M.  Piogey, 
his  neighbor,  who  was  replaced  by  his  nephew.  MM.  Tr^latand 
Delens  were  called  in  by  M.  Piogey,  and  the  plaintiff  complains 
that  a  number  of  operations  were  performed  on  him;  that  he 
was  conducted  to  a  Maison  de  SanU  and  that  M.  Delens  applied 
undiluted  alcohol  to  his  bleeding  wound ;  that  drainage  tubes 
were  used,  and  camphor  dressings  bandaged  on.  Alter  six  weeks 
of  daily  agony  he  left  the  Maison  de  SanU  with  a  deformed  hand. 
The  plaintiff  accused  MM.  Delens,  Tr^lat  and  Piogey  of  having 
treated  and  tortured  him  against  his  will,  of  having  injured  him 
by  unskillful  treatment,  and  names  his  damages  at  20,000  francs 
$4,000. 

M.  Piogey  declares  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  deep  wound  in  the 
left  forefinger.  He  sought  the  help  of  his  nephed,  because  the 
patient  required  constant  care  day  and  night.  Symptoms  of  sep- 
ticsemia  soon  appeared,  and  it  was  necessary  to  call  in  a  surgeon. 
M.  Bouyer  was  recommended  to  M.  Delens  by  Dr.  P^ni^res,  a 
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deputy.  He  found  that  very  serious  lymphangitis  had  set  in, 
and  several  collections  of  pus  had  formed.  He  prescribed  dress- 
ings of  alcohol  in  solution.  M.  Tr61al*s  services  were  also  secured 
by  a  mutual  friend.  The  patient  expressed  gratitude  for  the  care 
taken  of  him,  and  never  opposed  any  part  of  the  treatment ;  other- 
wise, his  wishes  would  have  been  considered.  M.  Tr6lat  accepted 
the  responsibility  of  having  M.  Bouyer  removed  to  a  Maison  de 
Santi;  his  condition  required  it.  He  was  in  an  almost  hopeless 
condition,  and  could  not  otherwise  have  had  the  necessary  atten- 
tion given  to  him.  M.  Bouyer,  the  plaintiff,  has  been  condemned 
to  pay  3,000  francs  ($600)  to  each  of  the  three  defendants. 

If  some  of  the  common  sense  evinced  by  this  verdict  could  be 
imported  for  the  use  of  the  intelligent  jurors  of  America,  mal- 
practice suits  would  be  less  common. — Journal  of  the  Amerioan 
Medical  Association. 


Inunction  of  Mercury  in  Typhoid  Fever. — Lieber- 
meister  has  shown  the  striking  influence  of  calomel  given  inter- 
nally in  cutting  short  typhoid  fever.  Dr.  Kalb,  of  Thalmassing, 
now  reports  his  treatment  of  one  hundred  cases  by  the  inunction 
of  mercury  ointment  {Berlin,  Klin.  Wochenschrift,  British  Med. 
Jour).  One  gramme  is  rubbed  into  the  abdomen  on  the  first  day 
fully  half  an  hour  ,*  on  the  next  day,  over  one  thigh  (inner  as- 
pect), on  the  third  day,  over  the  other  thigh.  The  same  course 
is  repeated  during  the  three  following  days.  A  few  calomel  and 
opium,  pills  are  given  on  the  first  day,  and  alcohol  is  given  meth- 
odicall.  On  the  eighth  daj,  two  days  after  completing  the  inunc- 
tion, the  temperature  falls  to  normal,  or  very  near  it,  and  remains 
so,  with  very  slight  oscillations.  Not  only  did  Dr.  Kalb  find  this 
method  unfailing,  but  80  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  perfectly 
free  from  fever  within  ten  days  from  the  beginning  of  the  inunc- 
tion. Other  patients  in  the  same  ward  complained  bitterly  that 
they  were  not  treated  in  the  same  manner.  The  spleen  remains 
enlarged  for  about  a  fortnight  after  the  fall  of  temperature,  and 
;»be,j|tcipt^st^,c^e  flau§f;.  b^.t^^^p  tq,k^p  the  patient^^ijW^r.iOl^r. 

le  nmtn  or  tentfi  day  of  ill- 
loaifnoo'H  8CW  is^iioS  .M . 
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Why  Contagious  Diseases  Attack  but  Once. — Profes- 
sor Tyndall  thus  endeavors  to  explain  the  immunity  obtained 
against  a  second  attack  of  a  contagious  disease:  ''One  of  the 
most  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  experiences  in  medicine 
was  the  immunity  secured  by  a  single  attack  of  a  communicable 
disease  against  future  attacks  of  the  same  malady.  8mall-}>ox, 
typhoid  or  scarlatina,  for  example,  was  found  as  a  general  rule  to 
occur  only  once  in  a  lifetime  of  the  individual,  the  successful  pas- 
sage through  the  disorder  apparently  rendering  the  body  invul- 
nerable. Reasoning  from  analogy^  I  have  ventured  to  express 
the  opinion  that  the  rarity  of  second  attacks  of  communicable 
disease  was  due  to  the  removal  from  the  system,  by  the  first  par* 
asitic  crop,  of  some  ingredient  necessary  to  the  growth  and  pro- 
pagation of  the  parasite.'^ — Medical  World, 


A  Perineum  Pin  for  Lacerations. — Dr.  S.  M.  Monser 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  writes  to  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  that 
he  has  used  successfully  in  treating  lacerations  of  the  perineum, 
ordinary  small  safety  pins,  nickel  or  silver  plated.  A  smooth 
shirt  button  is  first  passed  over  the  point  of  the  pin  and  carried 
back  as  far  as  the  spring.  Then  the  pin  is  inserted  at  a  distance 
of  about  half  its  length  trom  the  rent  and  brought  out  at  a  sim- 
ilar distance  on  the  other  side.  Another  button  is  then  slipped 
over  the  point  and  the  pin  is  fastened.  The  doctor  claims  that 
very  little  if  any  irritation  is  caused,  and  that  he  has  obtained 
better  results  with  less  discomfort  to  his  patients  than  by  any 
other  method. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 


Treatment  op  Cholera  with  Iodine. — According  to  Dr. 
Senise,  of  Naples,  iodine  has  an  anti-choleric  2ict\on  par  excellence. 
He  asserts  that  cholera  has  never  reappeared  where  he  used  tinct. 
of  iodine,  sulphuric  acid  and  sulphurous  acid  as  disinfectants. 
As  a  prophylactic  he  ordered  a  teaspoonful  of  cognac  with  a  drop 
of  tinot.  of  iodine  and  two  to  four  drops  of  laudanum  two  to 
three  times  a  day.  Whoever  used  this  mixture  was  never  at- 
3  8  P. 
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tacked  with  cholera.  Professor  De  Renzi  gives  one  drop  of  the 
tincture  to  stop  the  intense  vomiting.  He  reports  many  cures 
with  the  iodine  treatment.  Maurice  in  a  recent  communication 
states  that  he  has  observed  on  the  field  of  the  microscope  that 
the  microbes  while  resisting  to  solution  of  10  per  cent,  of  car- 
bolic acid,  perish  instantaneously  under  iodine,  although  used  a 
1  per  cent,  solution. — Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner. 


An  editorial  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, relative  to  the  tolerance  for  large  doses  of  medicine  in  cer- 
tain diseases,  says:  "The  present  popular  tendency  to  use  large 
doses  of  alcoholic  remedies  in  diphtheria  is  productive  of  positive 
detriment  to  the  patient." — Louisville  Medical  News. 


Inhalations  op  Oxygen. — Massei  agrees  with  Leci  and 
Boucher  in  praising  the  eflSoacy  of  the  inhalations  of  oxygen  in 
diphtheria.  This  gas  is  a  poison  to  bacteria  and  a  stimulant  in 
the  adynamy  and  in  the  threatening  paralysis  of  the  vagus. — 
La  Sperimentale, 

^  •  m 

The  New  York  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  a  re- 
cent debate  decided  that  "physicians  should  be  christians.*'  The 
Springfield  Union  agrees  to  the  decision,  but  thinks  it  a  mistake 
to  draw  the  line  at  physicians  :  their  patients  should  be  included. 
— Enchange. 

The  President  has  appointed  Dr.  Stanford  E.  Chaill6  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Bemiss. 

Always  notify  the  editor  of  any  change  in  your  address. 
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A  System  of  Practical  Medicine  by  American  Authors,  Edited  by 
Wm.  Pepper,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  Provost  and  Professor  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania;  assisted  by  Louis  Starr,  M  D.,  Clinical 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  Hospital  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  Volume  I.  Pathology  and  General  Diseases. 
8  vo.,  Leather,  pp.  1094.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  1885. 

For  nearly  three  years  past,  the  medical  world  has  had  its  ex- 
pectations on  the  qui  vive  in  regard  to  an  ^'American  System  of 
Medicine"  from  purely  an  American  stand-point.  We  have  care- 
fully examined  the  first  volume,  and  without  doubt  can  state  that 
our  most  sanguine  expectations  have  been  realized.  But  we  shall 
not  undertake  to  occupy  the  time  of  our  readers  with  our  opinion 
of  the  work,  farther  than  to  say,  that  no  work  has  yet  appeared 
that  could  afford  a  more  thorough  'exposff  of  American  ideas  of 
medicine  than  this,  and  furthermore,  that  the  most  progressive  of 
American  thinkers  and  writers,  will  find  in  it,  nothing  of  which 
to  be  ashamed.  As  a  reflex  of  American  medical  opinion  it  is 
perfect. 

In  order,  however,  to  give  our  readeis  a  full  understanding 
of  the  scope  of  the  work,  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  reproducing 
entire,  the  very  able  editor's  preface  to  the  first  volume,  which  is 
as  follows: 

"  The  present  work  has  been  undertaken  in  the  belief  that  by 
obtaining  the  cooperation  of  a  considerable  number  of  physicians 
of  acknowledged  authority,  who  should  treat  subjects  selected  by 
themselves,  there  could  be  secured  an  amount  of  practical  infor- 
mation and  teaching  not  otherwise  accessible.    It  was  determined 
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to  restrict  the  selection  of  authors  to  those  of  this  country — in- 
cluding Canada — not  from  any  want  of  recognition  oi  the  im- 
portance of  the  studies  of  certain  special  subjects  by  European 
investigators,  but  because  it  was  felt  that  the  proper  time  had 
arrived  for  the  presentation  of  the  whole  field  of  medicine  as  it 
is  actually  taught  and  practiced  by  its  best  representatives  in 
America. 

It  is  a  matter  of  importance  also,  that  a  comprehensive  study 
shall  be  made  of  the  various  forms  of  disease  as  occurring  among 
oui  highly  composite  population,  and  under  our  varied  and  pe- 
culiar climatic  influences.  Of  course,  in  the  present  work  com- 
parative studies  of  this  kind  must  occupy  a  subordinate  position; 
yet  it  cannot  fail  to  enhance  both  its  intererst  and  its  value  to 
have  the  various  forms  of  disease  as  they  occur  in  this  country 
discussed  by  those  among  us  who  are  confessedly  the  most  com- 
petent and  experienced. 

The  force  of  these  observations  must  have  been  felt  by  the 
distinguished  men  to  whom  I  made  application,  for  with  scarcely 
an  exception  they  joined  cordially  in  the  laborious  undertaking. 
I  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  courtesy  which 
has  marked  all  our  relations,  and  which  has  lessened  materially 
the  labor  and  strain  inevitable  in  the  production  of  such  a  work. 

To  ensure  greater  accuracy  in  the  revision  of  the  large  amount 
of  proof-sheets,  as  well  as  to  relieve  me  of  some  of  the  details 
connected  with  the  editorial  work,  I  associated  with  myself  Dr. 
Thomas  Holmes  Cathcart,  and,  after  sudden  illness  had  cut 
short  his  very  promising  career,  I  was  fortunate  in  securing  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  Louis  Starr  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  order  to  render  the  work  as  valuable  as  possible  to  the  general 
practitioner,  its  scope  has  been  made  as  comprehensive  as  could 
be  done  without  exceeding  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  nature  of 
the  undertaking.  This  will  be  particularly  noted  in  the  section 
on  Gynsecology,  where  is  presented  a  series  of  articles  by  eminent 
specialists  upon  the  subjects  of  chief  importance  to  the  general 
practitioner,  written  with  special  reference  to  their  constitutional 
relations  and  their  bearings  on  associated  morbid  conditions,  while, 
among  the  general  diseases,  a  full  article  on  puerperal  fever  has 
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properly  been  included.  Important  articles  will  also  be  found 
on  Tracheotomy,  the  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  and  the  Anus,  and 
those  of  the  Bladder  and  the  male  sexual  organs.  Comprehen- 
sive sections  have  further  been  provided,  from  the  pens  of  dis- 
tinguished specialists,  upon  medical  ophthalmology,  medical 
otology,  and  on  skin  diseases,  presenting  these  large  and  compli- 
cated subjects  in  a  clear  and  practical  light  and  with  special 
reference  to  their  relations  to  general  medical  practice.  In  the 
presentation  of  such  subjects  as  hydrophobia,  glanders,  and  an- 
thrax, care  ha**  been  taken  to  ensure  the  full  discussion  of  these 
affections,  not  only  as  occurring  in  man,  but  also  in  the  lower 
animals^  since  it  is  highly  important  to  provide  the  physician  with 
authoritative  information  on  at  least  such  points  of  Veterinary 
Science  as  have  a  direct  practical  bearing  on  morbid  processes  in 
man. 

In  view  of  the  intimate  relations  of.  all  questions  of  hygiene 
to  the  causation  and  prevention  of  disease,  in  regard  to  which 
medical  men  are  constantly  consulted,  and  are,  indeed,  often  obliged 
to  assume  weighty  responsibilities,  interesting  articles  on  Drain- 
age and  Hygiene. have  been  provided. 

In  order  to  avoid  repetition  and  confusion,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  secure  a  comprehensive  presentation  of  the  subjects  of 
General  Pathology  and  of  General  Etiology,  Symptomatology, 
and  Diagnosis,  considerable  space  has  been  devoted  to  their  full 
discussion.  The  chapter  on  General  Morbid  Processes  will  he 
found  to  convey  distinct  and  conservative  teaching  on  all  points 
included  under  that  comprehensive  title,  and  will  thus  supply  a 
solid  basis  for  the  subsequent  discussions  of  special  morbid  con- 
ditions. In  any  work  on  General  Medicine  at  the  present  day, 
frequent  allusion  must  be  made  to  the  relations  of  various  low 
organisms  to  morbid  processes.  This  question — or  rather  the 
series  of  questions  which  arise  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
and  which  at  present  form  the  most  fruitful  topic  of  discussion 
and  of  investigation — will  be  found  treated  by  different  authors 
in  various  places  and  from  various  standpoints.  No  attempt  has 
been  made  to  secure  uniformity  of  views  upon  a  matter  which  is 
still  subjudice,  and  which  demands  much  more  skilful  and  criti- 
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cal  investigation  before  its  true  scientific  position  has  been  fittally 
determined.  It  has  even  been  felt  to  be  desirable  to  allow  a 
certain  amount  of  repetition,  which  has  naturally  resulted  from 
the  introduction  of  this  discussion,  not  only  in  the  chapter  on 
General  Etiology,  but  in  counection  with  the  causation  of  scar- 
latina, diphtheria,  hydrophobia,  pysemia,  puerperal  fever,  and 
phthisis. 

Throughout  the  work  the  chief  purpose  of  the  editor  and  of 
his  collaborators^  to  furnish  a  concise  and  thoroughly  practical 
system  of  medicine,  has  compelled  the  omission  of  bibliographical 
lists,  of  numerous  references,  and  of  extended  discussions  of 
theoretical  views  or  of  controverted  questions,  in  order  that  more 
space  might  be  devoted  to  clear  descriptions  of  disease  and  to  a 
full  presentation  of  the  subjects  of  diagnosis  and  treatment.  It 
it  should  seem,  in  consequence,  that  inadequate  recognition  has 
been  made  of  the  labors  of  others,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
ample  quotations  and  numerous  references  were  inadmissible  in 
such  a  work  as  the  present. 

The  classification  and  nomenclature  which  have  been  adopted 
are  those  recommended  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
England,  and  by  the  American  Medical  Association.  Charts  and 
tables  have  been  inserted  wherever  they  were  needed  to  elucidate 
the  text,  but  after  mature  reflection  it  was  felt  necessarv  to  omit 
all  illustrations  that  were  not  imperatively  required,  although 
many  original  drawings  and  painting  of  hig  .  value  were  offered 
with  the  articles." 

Modern  Medical  Therapeutics,  a  Compendium  of  Recent  For- 
mulae and  Specific  Therapeutical  Directions,  from  the  practice  of 
eminent  contemporary  physicians,  American  and  Foreign,  by  Geo. 
H.  Napheys,  a.  M..  M.  D.  Eighth  Edition.  Edited  by  Joseph 
F.  Edwards,  M.^D.  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  M.  D.  One  volume, 
8-vo.,  pp.  629.     Price,  cloth,  $4  00;  sheep,  $5.00. 

This  work  is  peculiar  in  presenting  the  art  of  Therapeutics  in 
all  its  aspects,  divested  of  vague  and  fine  spun  theories.  It  places 
before  the  reader  the  exact  treatment  of  each  disease  by  living 
clinical  teachers  and  careful  practitioners  of  the  world.     It  is  not 
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intended  as^  nor  is  it^  a  mere  formularj ;  but  by  it  the  labors  of  the 
pharmacist  are  lightened ;  and  the  e£Bciency  of  pharmaceatical 
products  is  greatly  increased.  We  make  the  following  quotation 
from  the  preface  to  the  Eighth  Edition : 

**In  presenting  this  work  to  the  profession  for  the  eighth  time, 
every  part  of  it  has  been  subjected  to  a  careful  revision.  All 
valuable  new  material  which  has  appeared  since  the  last  edition 
has  been  incorporated.  The  recent  additions  to  the  Materia  Medica, 
large  in  number,  and  some  of  great  importance,  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  their  merits  stated. 

These  additions  have  unavoidably  increased  the  size  of  the 
volume,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  omission  of  the  section  on  'Dis- 
eases of  Children/  which  it  is  intended  to  make  the  nucleus  of  a 
special  treatise  on  the  same  plan.  This  brings  up  the  actual  in- 
crement of  new  matter  to  considerably  more  than  a  hundred  pages, 
while  all  that  is.retained  from  former  editions  has  been  closely 
scanned,  and  much  of  it  recast. 

A  portion  of  this  new  matter  has  never  before  been  published. 
It  has  been  received  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  sent  to  a  number  of 
eminent  physicians  as  to  their  most  successful  methods  of  treating 
various  diseases,  and  also  from  notes  of  hospital  and  clinical  lec- 
tures.^' 

The  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  a  Treatise  on  Surgical  In- 
juries, Diseases,  and  Operations,  by  John  Eric  Erichsen, 
F.  R.  S.,  L.  L.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  her 
Majesty,  the  Queen;  Ex-President  R.  C.  S.  E. ;  Consulting  Phy- 
sician to  University  College  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  Eighth  edition, 
revised  and  edited  by  Marcus  Beck,  M.  S.  and  M.  B.,  London, 
F.  R.  C.  S. ;  Surgeon  to  University  College  Hospital,  and  Profes- 
sor of  Clinical  Surgery  in  University  College,  London.  With 
484  engravings  on  wood.  Vol.  II,  pp.  1205.  Lea  Bros  &  Co., 
Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1885. 

We  had  occasion  in  our  January  number  to  call  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  first  volume  of  Erichsen's  Surgery.  The 
seoond  volume,  is  fully  in  keeping  with  the  first,  and  the  two, 
give  a  very  full,  complete  and  satisfactory  idea  of  the  present  at- 
tainments of  surgical  knowledge. 
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The  second  volume  contains  chapters  on  Surgical  Diseases  of 
the  Skin  and  its  appendages;  Difeeases  of  the  Nervous  System; 
of  the  Lymphatic  System ;  of  the  Vascular  System ;  Inflamma- 
tion, Structural  Changes  in,  and  Tumors  of  Bone;  Diseases  and 
Excision  of  Joints;  Diseases  of  the  Spine;  Sacro-Iliac  and  Hip- 
joint  Diseases;  Diseases  of  the  Synovial  Membranes  and  Mus- 
cles; Deformities;  Diseases  of  the  Head,  Neck,  and  Jaws;  Plas- 
tic Surgery  ot  the  Face  and  Mouth  ;  Diseases  of  the  Month  and 
Throat;  Operations  on  the  Air-tube  and  on  the  Chest;  Diseases 
of  the  Breast;  of  the  Abdomen  ;  Special  Hernise;  Intestinal  Ob- 
struction; Tapping  and  other  operations  of  the  Abdomen,on  theAb- 
dominal  Viscera  and  Tumors  of  the  Groin ;  Diseases  of  the  Large 
Intestines  and  Anus;  Secondary  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs 
from  Surgical  causes;  Surgical  operations  on  the  Kidney;  Uri- 
nary Calculus,  Lithotomy  and  Lithotrity;  Diseases  of  the  Blad- 
der; of  the  Prostate;  of  the  Urethra;  of  the  Penis  and  Scrotum; 
of  the  Testis  and  Cord;  of  the  Female  Genitalia;  together  with 
an  Appendix  on  Corrosive  Sublimate  as  an  Antiseptic. 

The  author  has  availed  himself  of  the  many  advancements  in 
Surgery  on  the  part  of  American  Surgeons,  giving  full  credit  in 
each  case. 

The  mechanical  execution  of  the  work  is  fully  up  with  the  es- 
tablished reputation  of  the  old  and  well-known  house  of  "Lea 
Brothers,*'  who  have  become  the  successors  to  H.  C.  Lea's  Son 
&Co. 

A  Manual  of  Organic  Materia  Medica,  being  a  guide  to  Mate- 
ria Mcdica  of  the  Vegetable  and  Animal  Kingdoms,  for  the  use 
of  Students,  Druggists,  Pharmacists  and  Physicians,  by  John  M.  . 
Maisch,  Phar.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  2nd  edition,  with  242  il- 
lustrations. Cloth,  pp.  511.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
Philadelphia.     1885. 

This  liltle  work  makes  a  most  excellent  reference  book  for 
practitioners,  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  best  text-books  extant, 
considering  exclusively  organic  drugs.  It  embraces  all  the  drugs 
recognized  by  the  United  States  and  British  Pharmacopceias,  de- 
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rived  from  the  animal  and  vegetable  world,  together  with  many 
old,  important,  but  now  unoffioinal  drugs. 

The  first  edition  appeared  about  three  years  ago,  and  for  more 
than  a  year  past  has  been  exhausted.  The  repeated  demands  for 
this  important  and  excellent  manual  have  justified  the  publishers 
in  setting  forth  the  second  edition,  which  has  been  carefully  re- 
vised, and  has  received  such  material  additions  as  progress  has 
demanded.  A  material  improvement,  is  a  description  of  the  most 
important  organic  remedies  indigenous  to  North  America,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  remedies  classified  according  to  the  botanical 
derivation,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  reference  to  drugs  of  al- 
lied origin. 

Kirke's  Hand-Book  of  Physiology;  A  Hand-Book  of  Physiol- 
ogy, by  W.  MoRRANT  Baker,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Lecturer  on  Physiol- 
ogy at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  and  Vincent  Dormer  Harris,  M.  D., 
(Lond.),  Demonstrator  of  Physiology  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital. Eleventh  edition,  with  nearly  500  illustrations;  2  vols., 
8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  373  and  378.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
56  and  sS  LaFayette  Place,  New  York.     1885. 

The  above  two  volumes  comprise  the  February  and  March 
numbers  of  Wood  Standard  Library  of  Medical  authors  for  1885. 
E^rke^s  Physiology  was  one  of  the  text-books  of  our  earlier 
years.  Drs.  Baker  and  Harris,  in  the  two  volumes  before  us, 
have  done  much  to  continue  in  popularity  this  excellent  manual. 

While  the  works  of  Flint,  Foster  and  others  are  more  volum- 
inous, by  reason  of  a  larger  citation  of  suggestive  theories,  we 
have  in  this  hand-book,  the  actual  known  facts  of  the  various 
functions  of  the  human  body.  It  is,  par  exoelknee^  the  work  for 
the  student  of  medicine,  and  will  prove  particularly  valuable  to 
the  general  practitioner,  who  wishes  tD  consult  and  confer  with 
the  established  facts  of  the  science  of  human  life.  As  month 
succeeds  month,  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.,  have  been  enabled,  by  a 
careful  and  choice  selection  of  material,  to  establish  a  reputation 
for  their  "Standard  Library''  that  will  be  a  perpetual  monument 
to  their  business  foresight  and  sagacity.     As  the  highest  encom- 
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ium  in  our  power,  we  can  say  that  *'Kirke's  Hand-book  ^^  has 
maintained  its  former  reputation,  and  has  been  added  to,  by  be- 
ing brought  fully  up  with  the  progress  of  the  day. 

Insanity  and  Allied  Neuroses;  Practical  and  Clinical,  by  George 
H,  Savage,.  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician  and  Superintendent 
of  Bethlem  Royal  Hospital;  Lecturer  on  Mental  Diseases  at 
Guy's  Hospital;  joint  Editor  of  The  Journal  of  Mental  Science, 
With  19  illustrations.  Cloth,  pp.  544.  Henry  C.  Lea's  Son  & 
Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia,  1884. 

This  will  prove  a  most  excellent  addition  to  any  physicians 
library.  It  comprises  chapters  on  "What  is  Meant  by  Insanity — 
from  Legal  and  Medical  Stand-points;  Classification;  Causes; 
Hysteria;  Acute  Mania;  Hypochondriasis  and  Melancholia; 
Dementia;  Mental  Weakness;  Hallucinations;  Moral  Insanity; 
General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane ;  Paralytic  Insanity ;  Puerperal 
Insanity;  Epilepsy;  Brain  Tumors;  Syphilis  and  Insanity;  In- 
sanity in  its  relation  to  Phthisis;  Heart  Diseases  and  Insanity; 
Diabetes  and  Alcoholism  and  Insanity;  Idiocy  and  Imbecility; 
Responsibility  of  Lunatics;  and  the  Legal  Relationship  of  In- 
sanity/* 

Our  Bodies  or  How  We  Live,  an  Elementary  Text- Book  of  Physi- 
ology and  Hygiene,  by  Albert  F.  Blaisdell,  M.  D.  Special 
Reference  to  the  Effects  of  Stimulants  and  Narcotics  on  the  Human 
System.  About  250  pages.  Price,  60  cents.  A  copy  sent,  post- 
paid, for  examination,  upon  receipt  of  price.  Lee  &  Shepard, 
Publishers,  47  Franklin  Street,  Boston. 

This  is  a  brief,  suggestive,  and  interesting  Text-book.  En- 
tirely new;  written  in  a  crisp  and  pointed  style,  from  the  stand- 
point of  health  and  simple  experiments.  A  chapter  of  plain  and 
homely  hints  on  every-day  matters  of  health.  An  entire  chapter 
devoted  to  a  systematic  series  of  practical  experiments,  with  full 
explanations,  hints,  and  helps.  Questions  on  the  text;  supple- 
mentary notes;  review  topics;  blackboard  exercises  and  diagrams; 
glossary;  index;  numerous  illustrations.  The  most  practical 
physiology  for  elementary  use  before  the  public,  and  comparatively 
the  lowest  in  price. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  of  Palatable  Prescribing,  containing  the 
favorite  formulary  of  the  most  eminent  Medical  and  Surgical 
Authorities;  and  embracing  a  resume  of  the  most  elligible  pre- 
scriptions for  the  administration  of  recent  additions  to  the  Materia 
Medica,  by  B.  W.  Palmer,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  author  of  Favorite 
Prescriptions  of  Distinguished  Practitioners;  etc.  Flexible  cloth, 
pp.  136.     Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.,  i884. 

This  is  a  most  excellent  little  formulary,  in  which  we  find 
gathered  and  systematically  arranged  the  material  that  exists  in 
the  records  of  both  hospital  and  private  practice,  and  in  the  pub- 
lished writings  of  eminent  English,  French,  German  and  Amer- 
ican medical  authorities.  A  very  copious  index,  affords  ready 
reference  to  the  many  valuable  and  excellent  formuloe  contained 
in  its  pages. 


Editorial. 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TENNESSEE. 


As  the  time  approaches  for  the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  (April  14th,  15th,  16th),  the  outlook  for  an  excellent 
meeting  is  highly  favorable.  There  will  be  a  large  attendance, 
and  some  valuable  papers  have  been  promised.  Dr.  Geo.  W. 
Overall,  of  Memphis,  will  present  an  essay  on  "Lesions  of  the 
Cerebro  Spinal  Axis  as  a  Result  of  Peripheal  Irritation  of 
Nerves.'' 

Dr.  T.  K.  Powell,  of  Dancy  ville,  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Puer- 
peral Convulsions.'' 

Dr.  C.  Mitchell,  President  of  the  Nashville  Board  of  Health, 
will  discuss  the  question  of  "Milk  Analysis." 

Dr.  R.  F.  Keyes,  of  Eagleville,  Dr.  T.  J.  Happel,  of  Trenton, 
and  others,  will  send  papers. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  of  Memphis,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  County  Medical  Organization,  has  done  some  good  work  in 
that  direction  and  will  make  a  report  on  the  subject.  Dr.  D.  D. 
Saanders,  of  Memphis,  will  make  a  report  on  the  Legislation 
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question,  he  being  Chairman  of  a  Special  Committee  appointed 
at  Chattanooga  last  year  to  secure  Legislative  enactments  govern- 
ing the  practice  of  medicine. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  the  President,  Dr.  Saunders,  will 
deliver  his  address  at  the  Capitol,  and  the  Society  will  be  wel- 
comed by  the  Governor  and  Mayor. 

The  orations,  which  will  bs  brief,  will  be  interspersed  with 
music  by  some  of  Nashville's  leading  amateur  vocalists. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  the  Society  will  be  entertained, 
probably,  at  the  residences  of  some  of  our  leading  citizens. 

■••«•»-»  - 

American  Medical  Association. — The  Thirty-Sixth  An- 
nual Session  will  be  held  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  April  28,  29,  30  and  May  1, 
commencing  on  Tuesday,  at  11  a.  m. 

'*The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  perman- 
ently organized  State  Medical  Societies  and  such  County  and 
District  Medjeal  Societies  as  are  recognized  by  representation  in 
their  respective  State  Societies,  and  from  the  Medical  Department 
Army  and  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the  United 
States. 

"  Each  State,  County,  and  District  Medical  Society  entitled  to 
representation  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Associa- 
tion one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members, 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that 
number:  provided,  however,  that  the  number  of  delegates  for 
any  particular  State,  territory,  county,  city,  or  town,  shall  not 
exceed  the  ratio  of  one  in  ten  of  the  resident  physiciafis  who 
may  have  signed  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Association.^' 

Secretaries  of  Medical  Societies  as  above  designated  are  earn- 
estly requested  to  forward  at  once  lists  of  their  delegates. 

Also,  in  order  that  the  Permanent  Secretary  may  be  enabled  to 
erase  from  the  roll  the  names  of  those  who  have  forfeited  their 
membership,  the  Secretaries  are,  by  special  resolution^  requested 
to  send  to  him  annually  a  corrected  list  of  the  membership  of 
their  respective  societies. 

[''The  Chairman  of  the  several  Sections  shall  prepare  and 
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read  in  the  general  sessions  of  the  Association  papers  on  the  ad- 
vances and  discoveries  of  the  past  year  in  the  branches  of  science 

included  in  their  respective  Sections '^ — By-Laws,  Art.  II. 

Sec.  4.] 

Practice  of  Medicine^  Materia  Medica,  and  Physiology. — Dr. 
H.  D.  Didama,  Syracuse,  New  York,  Chairman;  Dr.  G.  M. 
Grarland,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Secretary. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. — Dr.  R.  S. 
Sutton,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  Chairman;  Dr.  J.  T.  Jelks, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  Secretary. 

Surgery  and  Anatomy. — Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, Chairman;  Dr.  C.  B.  King,  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  Sec- 
retary. 

State  Medicine. — Dr.  E.  W.  Schauffler,  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
Chairman;  Dr.  J.  N.  McCormack,  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky, 
Secretary. 

Ophthalmology,  Otology,  and  Laryngology. — Dr.  J.  A.  White, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  Chairman ;  Dr,  Eugene  Smith,  Detroit, 
Michigan,  Secretary. 

Diseases  of  Children. — Dr.  J.  H.  Pope,  Marshall,  Texas, 
Chairman ;  Dr.  S.  S.  Adams,  Washington,  D.  C,  Secretary. 

Oral  and  Dental  Surgery. — Dr.  W.  W.  Allport,  Chicago,  Il- 
linois, Chairman;  Dr.  E.  C.  Briggs,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
Secretary. 

"  A  member  desiring  to  read  a  paper  before  the  Section  should 
forward  the  paper  or  its  title  and  length  (not  to  exceed  twenty 
minutes  in  reading),  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements at  least  one  month  before  the  meeting.'' — By-Laios. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Armgements. — Dr.  Samuel  D. 
Logan,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  to  be  Acted  Uvon. — 
By  Dr.  C.  H.  Von  Klein,  Ohio: 

1.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  graduate  from  a  medical  col- 
lege where  literary  education  is  not  a  prerequisite  to  such  grad- 
uation shall  be  eligible  to  be  a  delegate  to  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

2.  All  delegates  to  this  Association,  as  a  part  of  their  creden- 
tials, shall  present  certificates  from  the  County,  District,  or  State 
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Associations  they  represent,  showing  from  what  medical  college 
and  when  graduated;  but  this  provision  shall  not  apply  to  dele- 
gates from  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Proposed  Amendments  to  By-fjaws. — By  Dr.  Foster  Pratt, 
Michigan : 

Each  Section  shall  nominate  its  Chairman  and  Secretary, — all 
other  nominations  to  be  made,  as  now,  by  the  nominating  Com- 
mittee. 

By  Dr.  Carl  Seller,  Pennsylvania: 

Divide  the  Section  on  Ophthalmology,  etc.,  and  form  two,  one 
consisting  of  Ophthalmology  alone,  and  one  consisting  of  Otol- 
ogy, Laryngology,  and  Rhinology. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.D.,  Permanent  Seetetary. 


Surgeon-General  op  the  Marine  Hospital  Service. — 
We  are  very  much  gratified,  indeed,  to  learn  that  there  is  quite  a 
possibility  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Bell,  of  New  York,  editor  of  The  San- 
itarian,  being  appointed  to  this  very  responsible  and  important 
position.  The  Southern  Practitioner  is  for  him,  first,  last 
and  all  the  time,  for  the  following  reasons:  First,  his  recognized 
ability,  his  eminence  in  sanitary  science,  being  a  priactical  sani- 
tarian of  the  highest  rank ;  Second,  his  service  in  the  U.  S.  Navy 
as  an  active,  working  member  of  its  Medical  Department;  Third, 
in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  in  setting  on  foot  the  very 
satisfactory  quarantine  service  of  the  great  metropolis  of  America; 
Fourth,  for  his  uniform  courtes\  and  gentlemanly  demeanor  to- 
wards all  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact,  and  Fifth,  that  he 
is  a  life-long  democrat,  and  one  who  believes  in  the  religion  of 
work.  No  appointment  could  possibly  give  greater  ssftisfaction 
to  the  present  Administration. 


For  Sale. — A  practice  worth  $2000  per  annum,  in  Green- 
field, Tenn.,  a  town  of  400  inhabitants,  surrounded  by  a  good 
farming  country  and  situated  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 
Also  one  and  one-hall  acre  lot  on  which  is  a  six-room  dwelling 
and  all  out-houses  necessary.  To  any  physician  paying  11000, 
cash  valuation  for  house  and  lot,  I  will  introduce  and  surrender 
to  him  my  practice.  A  good  opening  for  a  young  physician  of 
good  refierence.  Object  in  selling  is  to  move  to  a  city.  Those 
interested  can  obtain  full  name  and  particulars,  by  addressing, 

A.  B.  C,  Greenfield,  Tenn. 
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Lacttopeptine, — The  season  of  the  year  will  soon  be  upon  us 
when  the  children  begin  to  suffer  from  indigestion  and  Cholera 
Infantum.  Light  clothing  and  fresh  air  will  do  much  toward  al- 
laying the  irritable  condition  of  the  nervous  system,  regulated 
diet  will  help  still  more,  while  such  aids  to  digestion  as  Lacto- 
peptine  may  be  resorted  to  for  lessening  the  task  imposed  on 
stomach  and  bowels.  By  such  gentle  and  natural  means  good 
digestion  may  be  coaxed  back — surely  a  better  treatment  than  the 
routine  of  opiates  and  astringents. 

♦  i»  » 

Surgical  and  Gynecological  Chair. — We  desire  to  call 
the  special  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  very  excellent  chair 
advertised  in  this  number  by  Messrs.  J.  H.  Clark  &  Co.,  85  and 
87  East  South  st.,  Indianapolis.  It  will  prove  a  most  valuable 
addition  to  any  physician's  oflSce.  It  is  elegant  and  handsome, 
durable,  convenient,  and  simplicity  itself  in  its  mechanism.  By 
all  means  the  very  best  we  have  ever  seen  for  Surgical  or  Gyne- 
cological operations. 

■  —  » 

American  Medical  Association. — From  all  indications  a 
very  large  attendance  is  confidently  expected  at  the  meeting  in 
New  Orleans, during  the  last  week  in  April.  It  will  be  the  most 
suitable  time  for  visiting  the  Exposition,  and  from  imformation 
from  reliable  sources,  a  most  interesting  working  meeting  of  the 
Association  is  assured.  Don't  forget  to  be  on  hand  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Tuesday,  April  28th.     You  will  never  regret  it. 


The  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk,  which  is  being  advertised 
in  this  journal,  has  won  the  highest  encomiums  from  the  mosu 
competent  authorities  as  the  best  food  made  for  infants  and  in- 
valids. A  treatise  on  this  all-important  topic  will  be  mailed,  free 
of  cost,  to  all  applicants  by  the  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk 
Co.,  86  Hudson  st.,  New  York  City,  or  can  be  procured  of  drug- 
gists. 

*>•« 

Celerina  gives  satisfaction  in  the  treatment  of  Impotency. 
It  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  to  tone  the  nervous  system  in  the 
varied  conditions  following  Sexual  Excesses,  and  the  abuse  of 
Alcohol,  Opium  and  Tobacco. 


Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk,  as  manufactured 
by  Reed  &  Carnrick  gives  continued  satisfaction  with  continued 
use.  It  is  one  of  the  most  excellent  articles  of  its  kind  we  have 
ever  used.     Palatable,  digestible,  and  efiective. 
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ADDRESS  OF 


HON.   JOHN    L.   MOSES,    OF   KNOXVIJ.LE,   TENN., 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Tennessee, 

to  the  Graduating  Classes  of  the  Medical  and  Dental 

Departments  J  at  Nashville^  Feb.  24,  1885. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Graduating  Classes: — Known  hitherto 
as  pupils^  you  will  to-night  receive  a  new  appellation.  You  will 
go  hence  charged  with  the  responsibilities  and  invested  with  the 
privileges  of  a  highly  honorable  profession.  The  step  you  are 
about  to  t-ake  is  an  advance  movement  in  lite,  and  I  congratulate 
you  upon  the  fact  that  your  instructors  have  pronounced  you 
worthy,  and  well  qualified  for  the  promotion. 

The  entrance  into  the  new  field  does  not,  however,  make  nec- 
essary or  pro|>er  an  abandonment  of  the  old.  I  mean  that,  in 
becoming  praclitioners,  you  should  not  cease  to  be  students.  The 
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change  involves  no  turning  away  from  the  habits  of  scholastic 
life,  but  an  enlargement  of  sphere,  whereby  such  habits  become 
more  important  than  ever  before.  Your  training  in  the  schools 
is  ended.  Your  training  of  yourselves  is  but  just  begun,  and 
should  end  only  with  your  lives. 

There  is  no  profession  practiced  among  men  in  which  a  wider 
range,  and,  in  many  departments,  a  greater  thoroughness  of 
knowledge,  are  requisite  to  success  than  in  yours.  It  is  true  that 
important  discoveries  in  medical  practice  have  sometimes  resulted 
from  accident.  A  notable  instance  is  that  which  occurred  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  with  Ambroise  Par6,  a  barber-sur- 
geon in  France.  It  was  at  that  tihie  believed  that  wounds  re- 
ceived from  fire-arms  were  poisonous,  and  they  were  therefore 
cauterized  with  boiling  oil.  On  one  occasion  Park's  stock  of  oil 
was  exhausted  before  his  work  was  completed,  and  he  passed  a 
night  of  sleepless  anxiety.  In  the  morning,  however,  he  found 
that  the  uncauterized  patients  were  in  a  better  condition  than  the 
others,  and  the  result  was  an  entire  revolution  in  the  practice. 

It  may  be  said,  too,  that  the  discovery  which  has  immortalized 
the  name  of  Edward  Jenner — which  set  up,  and  for  nearly  a 
century  has  maintained,  an  almost  impassable  barrier  to  the  pro- 
gress of  one  of  the  most,  dreaded  and  most  fatal  diseases  known 
to  the  world — was  accidental.  And  so,  in  a  limited  sense  it  was. 
It  happened  that  Jenner  heard  the  casual  remark  of  a  gossiping 
milkmaid.  The  same  words  had  probably  fallen  unheeded  upon 
the  ears  of  hundreds  of  others.  To  him  alone  were  they  preg- 
nant with  meaning — to  him  only  were  they  suggestive  of  a  great 
truth  which  was  susceptible  of  a  wonderful  development  and  an 
universal  application.  The  soul  of  the  boy  who  had  not  yet  at- 
tained his  majority  was  kindled  to  a  glowing  flame  by  the  con* 
ception  that  the  ravages  of  the  terrible  destroyer  which  had  for 
ages  held  high  place  among  the  most  fearful  scourges  of  human- 
ity, might  be  staid  ;  and,  entering  upon  his  work  with  but  faint 
encouragement  from  friends,  and  in  the  face  of  the  unrelenting 
hostility  of  foes,  he  overcame  every  obstacle  and  achieved  a  glo- 
rious victory. 

It  was  not  accident,  but  untiring  devotion  to  study,  thought 
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and  experiment  that  placed  Edward  Jenuer  in  the  foremost  rank 
of  the  benefactors  of  his  race. 

Accident  may  be,  or  may  seem  to  be,  a  pointer,  but  the  days  of 
trusting  for  beneficial  results  to  chance,  as  well  as  to  charms,  in- 
cantations and  untrained  genius  have  passed  away.  The  world 
DOW  demands  in  those  to  whose  charge  life  and  health  are  com- 
mitted, the  knowledge  and  skill  which  come  only  from  careful 
and  unremitting  application. 

A  recognition  of  the  necessity  for  the  closest  study  and  the 
most  persistent  labor  has  been  fully  set  forth  by  the  declarations, 
and  illustrated  by  the  practices,  of  the  brightest  lights  of  the  pro- 
fession. Take  for  example  the  case  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  D. 
Gross.  Graduating  and  commencing  his  practice  in  Philadelphia 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  so  scrupulously  devoted  his  leisure 
to  study  that  within  two  years  he  was  enabled  not  only  to  trans- 
late several  standard  works  from  the  French  and  the  German, 
but  to  prepare  and  publish  an  original  treatise  of  acknowledged 
value  and  of  lasting  reputation.  A  biographer  says  of  him :  "  He 
was  always  a  warm  and  decided  advocate  of  professional  progress 
and  of  a  higher  standard  of  medical  education.  Systematic  and 
economical  of  time,  he  was  able,  while  punctually  fulfilling  all 
engagements  as  Professor  and  practitioner,  to  maintain  his  early 
habits  of  earnest  study,  to  keep  thoroughly  informed  in  medical 
and  general  literature,  and  to  become  a  voluminous  author. 
Great  portions  of  his  works  were  composed  while  riding  about 
the  city  in  his  daily  professional  routine.'^  It  may  be  safely 
added  that,  while  he  was  largely  gifled  with  intellectual  power, 
but  for  the  combination  therewith  of  his  intellectual  haint  his 
''System  of  Surgery,''  which  has,  on  competent  authority,  been 
pronounced  the  most  elaborate  and  exhaustive  work  on  that  sub- 
ject ever  written  by  one  man,  would  never  have  been  produced. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  has  net  a  limitation  to  study  and  labor 
been  fixed  within  the  boundary  lines  of  the  power  of  endurance? 
Perhaps  so,  but  it  has  seldom  been  reached.  A  vast  amount  of 
work  can  be  crowded  into  the  span  of  a  human  life— of  bow  much, 
with  safety  to  one's  self  and  advantage  to  others,  there  never  has 
been,  and  never  can  be,  an  accurate  measurement.     I  will,  how- 
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ever,  undertake  to  sketch  briefly  a  view  of  the  possibilities  in  the 
oase.  With  an  early  beginning  of  his  scholastic  career,  the  pro- 
spective physician  might  be  a  college  graduate  at  the  age  of 
twenty.  He  mighty  after  spending  a  year  or  two  in  ofl&ce-study, 
enter  the  medical  department  of  one  of  our  Universities,  where, 
with  readiness  and  zeal  in  laying  hold  upon  the  great  advantages 
made  easily  available,  he  might,  within  the  prescribed  period, 
prepare  himself  for  an  honorable  graduation.  He  might  then 
engage  for  another  year  or  two  in  local  practice,  and,  afterward, 
should  inclination  prompt  and  circumstances  allow,  he  might  go 
abroad,  and  resume  his  studies  under  the  tutorship  of  some  of  the 
eminent  practitioners  of  London  and  Paris.  If  any  of  the  na- 
tions of  the  Eastern  world  were  engaged  in  warfare,  he  might 
seek  and  obtain  position  in  the  medical  corps  of  that  army  which 
seemed  to  him  to  be  contending  for  the  right. 

He  might  go  into  the  hospitals  and  upon  the  battle-fields,  and 
be  so  brave,  so  skillful,  so  vigilant,  so  ready  to  yield  his  personal 
comfort,  and  task  his  personal  energies,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick 
and  the  wounded,  so  thoughtless  of  self  and  so  thoughtful  of 
others,  as  to  receive  the  approval  of  his  own  conscience,  the  favor 
of  his  military  commander,  and,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
medical  chief,  the  Golden  Cross  of  Honor. 

He  might  come  back  again  to  his  own  country,  and,  while  still 
a  youth,  be  offered  a  chair  in  a  medical  college,  accept  it,  and 
hold  it  until  he  had  delivered  eighteen  consecutive  courses  of 
lectures. 

He  might  be  made  the  successor  of  Dr.  Gross,  and  in  every 
respect  prove  himself  to  be  worthy  of  the  position.  He  might 
in  another  professorship  serve  for  ten  years,  in  another  for  two 
and  in  still  another  for  one. 

Meanwhile,  he  might  be  elected  to  chairs  in  such  medical  col- 
leges as  those  of  Philadelphia,  Nev  Orleans,  Memphis,  Columbus 
and  the  City  of  New  York. 

file  might  be  so  true  to  his  obligations  as  never  to  miss  a  sin- 
gle lecture  through  his  entire  prof(^ional  life,  even  though  it 
^ould  extend  over  a  period  of  forty-five  years. 

He  might  make  numerous  voyages  across  the  ocean,  in  order 
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to  secure  the  benefits  of  tbe  highest  practice  in  the  old  world^ 
aod  to  prepare  himself  to  dispense  them  with  a  liberal  hand  in 
the  new. 

He  might  perform  in  scores — nay,  even  in  hundreds — of  cases, 
the  most  delicate,  the  most  difficult  and  the  most  dangerous  opera- 
tions known  to  surgical  science,  and  with  the  rarest  skill  and  the 
roost  gratifying  success. 

If  his  country  were  to  engage  in  a  foreign  war,  he  might  take 
position  at  the  head  of  her  surgeon-volunteers.  If  she  were  in- 
volved in  civil  strife,  he  might  be  called  to  the  post  of  Surgeon- 
General  of  his  State,  and  devote  his  energies  to  both  the  hospital 
and  the  field. 

He  might  be  chosen  to  preside  over  the  medical  councils  of  his 
State  and  the  Nation.  He  might,  moreover,  with  all  the  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear  upon  his  active  brain  and  busy  hands,  find 
time,  or  make  tinae,  to  edit  a  medical  journal  or  two,  and  to  give 
six  hundred  original  articles  of  high  professional  merit  to  the 
world. 

I  promised  to  confine  myself  to  the  consideration  of  the  poasi- 
biliiies  of  a  medical  career,  and  I  have  done  so  without  going 
into  the  realm  of  fancy  in  a  single  particular. 

All  this,  and  more,  was  accomplished  by  one  whom  many  in 
this  audience  knew  and  loved — one  of  the  founders  of  the  Col- 
lege which  has  imparted  to  you  its  instruction  and  is  about  to 
bestow  upon  you  its  honors — one  who  has  been  "pronounced  by 
your  venerated  President  as  characterized  by  the  sincerity  of  his 
Christianity,  and  by  the  justice,  kindness,  energy,  bravery  and 
nobility  of  his  manhood ;  and  of  whom  others  have  said  :  "  He 
did  justly,  loved  mercy,  and  walked  humbly  before  God — ever 
patiently  ministering  to  the  relief  of  pain  and  sorrow,  and  scat- 
tering benefactions  and  blessings  with  an  unsparing  hand.  He 
was  true,  courteous  and  magnanimous  to  his  professional  brethren 
— a  gentle  and  loving  husband,  a  wise  and  affectionate  father,  a 
straight-forward  and  patriotic  citizen,  a  warm  and  reliable  friend. 
In  his  manners  plain  and  simple  as  a  child,  as  approachable  by 
the  humblest  as  by  the  greatest,  he  carried  his  heart  in  his  hand 
for  the  good  of  all  to  whom  his  influence  extended.^^ 
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Within  the  last  few  days  one  of  my  own  near  neighbors  and 
friends,  who  thirty  years  ago  was  among  his  pupils,  gave  to  me 
an  expression  of  his  estimate  of  his  revered  instructor,  by  ex- 
claiming, with  emphasis  and  feeling,  '^He  was  the  grandest  man 
I  ever  saw/' 

I  will,  in  this  connection,  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  and  reap- 
plying words  which  I  have  elsewhere  used  on  an  occasion  somewhat 
similar  to  this :  ^^  Such  heroism  as  is  shown  in  a  self-sacrificing 
readiness  to  yield  one's  personal  ease  and  comfort  for  the  benefit 
.of  others — to  obey,  at  any  risk,  all  calls  for  services  tending  to 
the  alleviation  of  human  suffering  and  the  mitigation  of  human 
woe — a  heroism  which  seems  to  be  almost  natural  to  woman — 
rarely  comes  to  man  except  as  the  result  of  a  long,  fierce  struggle 
with  his  own  spirit;  but  it  is  a  struggle  in  which  no  man  should 
hesitate  to  engage.  The  end  is  worth  the  effort.  Whosoever 
shall  win  in  that  fight  Ms  better  than  he  that  taketh  a  city.' 

"Twenty -five  years  ago  an  eminent  jurist  died  suddenly  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  All  through  a  long  career  he  had  been 
noted  for  his  varied  scholarship,  his  legal  acumen,  his  judicial 
integrity,  his  broad  benevolence — noted  as  one  who  always  de- 
sired and  always  dared  to  do  the  right — known  and  acknowledged 
as  a  heroic  christian  gentleman — as  one  who  had  conquered  him- 
self. The  papers  of  village  and  town  and  city  teemed  with 
ela»  orate  and  glowing  tributes  to  his  memory,  but  that  eulogium 
which  in  its  sententious  force  led  all  the  rest,  was  simply  this : 
'Death  came  without  warning,   but  the  grand    old   man  was 

READY.'  " 

Of  the  Tennessee  physician  it  is  equally  true  as  of  the  New  York 
jurist,  that,  though  unwarned,  the  "grand  old  man  was  ready.'' 

The  life  of  each  of  them,  in  that  it  showed  others  how  to  live, 
was  of  itself  a  blessing,  and  the  death  of  each,  at  his  own  chosen 
post  of  duty,  in  that  it  showed  others  how  to  die — even  the  death 
— was  of  itself  a  benediction. 

The  eminent  man  of  whom  I  have  more  especially  spoken,  and 
to  whose  memory  those  who  knew  him  best  have  so  eloquently 
paid  their  loving  tributes,  was  not,  I  say  again,  a  stranger  here. 
Through  many  years  ho  daily  and  grandly  went  in  and  out  before 
this  people,  and  died  among  them  with   his  armor  on. 
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There  can  be  but  little  need  that  I  should  mention  his  name. 
There  is  already  in  your  hearts — there  springs  unbidden  to  your 
lips — the  name — the  honored  name— K)f  Paul  Fitzsimmons  Eve. 
I  have  brought  before  you,  gentlemen,  some  of  the  points  in 
the  lives  of  two  of  the  most  illustrious  leaders  in  your  profession, 
and  I  would  earnestly  exhort  you  to  follow  their  example. 

The  heights  that  were  reached  by  Gross  and  Eve  are  not  at- 
tainable by  every  man  who  enters  the  arena.  Their  success  was 
due  to  larger  intellectual  force  than  that  with  which  most  men 
are  gifted,  combined  with  a  wonderful  adaptation  to  the  require- 
ments of  their  vocation,  and  the  power  and  the  will  for  contin- 
uous labor.  But  this  fact  furnishes  no  ground  for  discourage- 
ment. There  is  room  for  the  physician  of  solid  merit  even 
though  he  may  not  rise  in  Alpine  grandeur  above  his  fellows. 

It  is  so  in  the  political  world.     The  great  triumvirate  which 
for  a  long  period  dominated  the  public  sentiment,  and  placed  its  • 
impress  upon  the  public  legislation,  has  ceased  to  exist. 

The  majestic  oratory  of  Webster,  the  incisive  logic  of  Calhoun 
and  the  brilliant  eloquence  of  Clay,  are  no  longer  heard  in  the 
chief  council  chamber  of  the  Nation,  and  will  probably  be  heard 
there  no  more  forever.  And  yet  there  is  no  lack  of  good  men 
and  true  who  are  willing  to  take  their  places  and,  as  best  they 
may  be  able,  to  perform  their  duties.  I  have  known  one  man, 
and  only  one,  who  ever  voluntarily  declined  a  seat  in  the  United 
States  Senate.  It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  add  that  this  was 
not  a  recent  occurrence. 

It  is  so  in  the  moral  world.  We  can  never  be  perfect  like  the 
Christ,  and  yet  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  strive  to  become  im- 
bued with  his  spirit,  and  to  task  every  energy  of  body  and  soul 
to  make  the  nearest  approach  we  may  to  his  spotless  perfection. 
I  have  spoken  to  you,  thus  far,  gentlemen,  in  accordance  with 
a  promise  made  to  your  Faculty  and  to  my  own  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. I  will  ask  your  indulgence  while  I  speak  somewhat  far- 
ther, in  fulfillment  of  a  pledge  I  have  made  to  myself.  That 
pledge  is,  never  to  permit  a  suitable  occasion  to  pass  without  a 
word  in  behalf  of  the  University  which  I  to-night  represent. 
I  want  to  request  that  when  you  shall  have  returned   to  your 
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homes  you  will  tell  your  neighbors  and  friends  that  the  institu- 
tion whose  honors  you  wear  is  worthy  of  their  support ;  that  it 
is  located  among  a  cultured,  hospitable,  order-loving  and  law- 
abiding  people,  and  in  a  region  whose  healthful ness  is  unsur- 
passed ;  that  its  courses  of  study  arc  wide  and  varied  in  their 
scope;  that  its  instruction  is  imparted  with  ability  and  faithful- 
ness, and  that  its  discipline  is  firmly  yet  kindly  administered  ; 
that  in  their  morals  the  pupils  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  any  other  University  in  the  land;  ihat  in  their  conviction  upon  a 
subject  that  is  now  profoundly  agitating  the  minds  of  our  people — 
the  great  subject  of  Temperance — a  large  majority  of  them  stand 
abreast  of  the  foremost  of  the  reformers;  and  that  more  than 
three-fourths  of  them  have  formulated  that  conviction  in  a  peti- 
tion, which  was  tnis  morning  placed  in  charge  of  Senator  Mc- 
Dowell, which  was  prepared  and  signed  without  the  instigation 
or  knowledge  of  either  the  Trustees  or  the  Faculty,  and  which 
asks  of  the  present  General  Assembly,  legislation  adverse  to  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  tending  to  their 
ultimate  prohibition. 

You  may  say  that  we  invite  any  who  may  doubt  the  truth  of 
the  declaiations,  to  investigate  the  facts,  and  that  we  have  an 
abiding  confidence  that  to  him  who,  laying  aside  all  local  and 
other  prejudice,  will  calmly  and  judicially  look  into  the  condition 
and  course  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  the  conviction  will 
surely  come  that  the  offspring  of  the  (Commonwealth,  whose  name 
it  be^rs,  needs  only  to  be  sustained  as  it  deserves,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain full  recognition  everywhere  as  an  honor  and  a  blessing  to 
the  State. 


A  FEW  PRACTICAL  FACTS  ABOUT  CONSUMPTION. 


BY 
J.  M.  COYLE,  M.  D.,  JACKSONVIIiLE,  FLA. 


The  mucous  membrane  which  is  continuous  throughout  the 
nose,  Eustachian  tubes,  respiratory  organs  and  passages,  on  ac- 
count of  its  easy  accessibility  and  delicacy  of  structure,  is  injured 
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by  extraneous  influences^  such  as  the  air  we  breathe  being  impreg- 
nated with  materials  which  irritate  the  delicate  epithelial  covering, 
and  by  so  doing  produce  disease.  Then^  again,  we  have  disease 
produced  by  congestion  from  exposure  to  adverse  atmospheric 
conditions  which  enter  with  these  influences  into  the  lungs 
through  the  mouth  and  nose,  and  come  in  immediate  contact 
with  these  parts  and  thereby  set  up  irritation.  In  this  way  all 
the  diseases  that  these  organs  are  susceptible  of  taking  on,  may 
be  superinduced,  and  very  often .  the  individual  is  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  back  of  all  this,  heritable  causation.  These  dis- 
eases, if  they  do  not  receive  proper  medical  treatment  in  time, 
generally  result  in  tubercle.  Tubercle  is  the  change  which  takes 
place  in  the  lungs  by  the  presence  of  pus,  which  is  the  patholog- 
ical condition  developed  by  migrated  white  corpuscles  from  the 
plasma  of  the  blood ;  in  other  words,  it  is  the  result  of  the  riot  of 
the  corpuscles  broken  loose  from  their  physiological  restraint,  and 
this  is  phthisis  pulmonalis,  or  consumption.  It  is  like  the  bunko 
thieves  at  the  New  Orleans  Exposition — the  white  corpusles  all 
congregate  in  the  lungs  for  the  reason  that  migration  there  is 
easier,  and  materials  for  their  pathological  debauch  more  abun- 
dant, the  inflammatory  or  pathological  condition  in  the  lung 
structure  debar  them  from  performing  their  function  in  the  econ- 
omy of  life,  which  is  to  supply  by  the  inhalation  of  pure  air  a 
sufficient  amount  of  oxygen  to  support  the  organism,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  exhale  the  accumulated  carbonic  acid  and  water 
from  the  blood.  The  blood  is  sent  to  the  lungs  by  the  heart,  and 
distributed  over  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  air  cells 
in  minute  vessels,  which  form  a  perfect  net-work  over  the  entire 
surface  of  each  cell.  The  air  is  drawn  in  by  the  lungs  and  dis- 
tends these  cells.  The  blood  and  air  are  separated  from  each 
other  by  a  membrane  so  extremely  delicate  in  texture,  that  it 
permits  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  and  the  carbonic  acid  of  the  blood 
to  pass  freely  through  it  at  every  respiration,  and  as  long  as  the 
oxygen  supplied  is  in  proportion  to  the  carbonic  acid  thrown  out, 
the  blood  is  rich,  pure  and  nourishing;  but  when  the  lungs  be- 
come diseased  and  the  air  cells  broken  down,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  mucous  surface  necessary  for  the  full  oxygenation  of 
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the  blood,  and  the  consequent  elimination  of  carbonic  acid  from 
the  system,  is  to  that  extent  diminished,  nutrition  arrested,  and 
products  of  waste  retained.  In  breathing  atmospheric  air, 
which  is  composed  of  one-fifth  oxygen  and  four-fifths  nitrogen,  it 
is  easy  to  understand  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  oxygen  cannot 
be  taken  in  or  absorbed,  when  the  lungs  are  in  this  diseased  con- 
dition, and  it  is  then  we  resort  to  inhalations  of  pure  oxygen  gas 
to  supply  the  deficiency;  but  in  the  event  that  irritation  of  the 
lung  structure  is  great,  we  treat  it  with  healing,  soothing  and 
anodyne  inhalations  of  medicated  vapor,  by  proper  instruments 
for  that  purpose.  Also,  in  this  way,  chronic  laryngeal  and  bron- 
chial troubles  arc  most  successfully  and  rationally  treated,  nt  the 
same  time  any  other  symptom  that  may  arise  in  the  organism 
can  be  speedily  relieved,  and  the  improvement  of  general  health 
looked  to.  It  is  only  by  applying  remedies  to  the  diseased 
organ  that  any  good  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  result  from 
treatment,  as  it  is  certainly  more  rational  to  expect  benefit  from 
medicines  that  are  breathed  into  and  brought  in  contact  with  the 
whole  internal  structure  of  the  lungs,  than  from  those  that  are  ad- 
ministered through  the  stomach.  It  can  also  be  seen  by  the 
foregoing,  that  consumption  can  be  acquired  without  any  hejred- 
itary  predisposition. 

Climatic  influences  are  often  very  beneficial  in  the  treatment 
of  consumption  in  all  its  stages,  and  most  especially  in  delicate 
constitutions.  Those  persons  who  cannot  stand  the  rigors  of 
the  northern,  eastern  and  western  winters  and  rarified  atmos- 
phere, should  by  all  means  seek  the  State  of  Florida,  the 
only  region  of  perpetual  summer  in  the  United  States,  where 
you  can  find  a  moist  atmosphere  impregnated  with  the  bal- 
samic and  resinous  properties  of  the  tall  yellow  pines,  and  salt 
water,  kept  in  motion  by  the  oscillating  breezes  that  play  from 
one  side  of  the  peninsula  to  the  other.  Also  this  climate  rarely 
ever  fails  to  give  beneficial  and  satisfactory  results  in  chronic 
nasal,  laryngeal,  and  bronchial  troubles.  In  this  locality  the 
patient  needs  only  a  limited  amount  of  rational  treatment,  and 
they  most  generally  obtain  a  permanent  cure.  But  when  physi- 
cians send  their  patients  to  Florida,  or  any  other  place  for  its  di- 
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matio  inflaences,  I  should- advise  them  to  instruct  their  patient 
on  arriving  there  to  immediately  consult  a  local  physician,  and 
put  himself  under  his  supervision^  and  thereby  he  will  reap  the 
full  benefit  of  a  sojourn  in  that  particular  locality.  I  speak  the 
above  from  a  reasonable  amount  of  experience  in  the  climate  of 
Florida.  The  family  physician,  with  all  due  respect  to  him, 
most  generally  will  put  his  patient  on  a  course  of  treatment  and 
tell  bis  patient,  now  when  you  need  anything  advise  with  me  by 
letter,  and  I  will  give  you  all  the  advice  and  information  that  is 
necessary.  You  need  not  go  to  the  expense  of  calling  in  a 
doctor  down  there,  etc.;  but  in  that  respect  he  is  laboring  under 
a  delusion,  as  in  a  very  few  d-^ys  after  a  change  of  climate,  water, 
food,  environments,  etc.,  new  and  unexpected  symptoms  will 
present  themselves,  which  can  only  be  palliated  by  an  entirely 
different  line  of  treatment,  and  direct  observation  of  symptoms. 
The  insidiousness  with  which  the  disease  insinuates  itself  can  be 
seen  by  the  following  symptoms.  Irritation  of  the  schneiderian 
membrane,  commonly  known  as  catairh,  cough,  expectoration, 
hoarseness,  spitting  of  blood,  or  bsemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  pain 
in  the  chest,  hectic  fever  followed  by  night  sweats,  thirst  in  some 
cases,  appetite  variable,  constipation  usually  before  the  disease 
makes  it  appearance,  shortness  of  breath,  diarrhoea  in  the  ad- 
vanced stages,  emaciation,  paleness  of  countenance,  circulation 
feeble,  hands  and  feet  cold,  menstrual  function  generally  sup- 
pressed after  the  first  few  months  of  the  disease. 


Seh^tiott§, 


Ovariotomy. — The  following  case  is  reported  in  the  Gin. 
Lancet  and  Clinic  of  April  11th,  by  its  correspondent  in  London, 
Dr.  R.  B.  Hall,  of  Chillicothe,  O.  The  correspondence  b^ars 
date  March  26th;  ten  days  elapsing  from  the  operation  to  the  last 
item  of  tlie  report. 

"  Dr.  Bantock  performed  an  ovariotomy  at  the  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital for  Women  on  the  16th  of  March  that  deserves  more  than 
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a  passing  notice  for  many  reasons,  one  of  which  is  that  it  is  an- 
other example  that  the  radical  operation  may  be  successfally 
performed  in  such  cases,  as  has  been  proven  by  previously  re- 
ported cases. 

The  patient  was  a  small  and  very  feeble  woman,  about  30 
years  of  age.  She  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  March  6th.  At 
that  time  sht  was  very  much  emaciated,  and  the  abdomen  was 
very  largely  distended ;  she  was  also  suffering  very  greatly  from 
dyspnea.  Pulse  124  per  minute.  Temperature  101.  She  was 
not  very  tender  over  the  abdomen  and  bore  moderate  pressure 
without  much  complaint,  merely  saying  that  it  caused  her  some 
pain. 

The  diagnosis  was  ovarian  tumor  with  circumscribed  perito- 
nitis. She  was  at  once  put  to  bed,  kept  quiet,  and  the  usual 
remedies  given  with  the  hope  ci  relieving  her  present  urgent 
symptoms.  But  at  the  end  of  the  second  day  her  sufferings  from 
the  dyspnea  were  so  very  great  that  Dr.  Bantock  decided  to  as- 
pirate the  tumor  with  the  view  of  relieving  this.  He  removed 
eleven  pints  of  fluid,  this  relieved  her  some  for  a  few  hours,  but 
the  tumor  was  mullilocular,  and  only  a  small  part  of  its  contents 
could  be  removed  with  the  aspirator,  and  the  part  remaining  dis- 
tended her  abdomen  to  the  size  of  a  woman  at  the  full  term  of 
pregnancy.  He  hoped  to  give  her  temporary  relief,  and  thus 
give  her  an  opportunity  to  gain  strength  and  recover  from  the 
existing  attack  of  peritonitis  before  subjecting  her  to  ovariotomy. 
He  strongly  objects  to  tapping  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
but  in  this  case  it  appeared  to  promise  more  than  any  other  pro- 
cedure as  she  was  such  a  poor  subject  for  ovariotomy  at  that 
time.  For  forty-eight  hours  her  temperature  remained  Delow 
100,  and  she  was  uery  much  relieved  from  the  dyspnea,  and  ob- 
tained some  sleep  and  rest,  but  her  pulse  still  remained  high  and 
feeble.  On  the  11th  her  temperature  again  rose  to  101.8  and 
her  abdomen  became  very  sensitive  to  the  touch,  the  mouth  was 
dry,  the  pulse  rapid  and  feeble.  It  was  now  quite  evident  that 
she  was  suffering  from  general  peritonitis,  and  the  advisability 
of  an  operation  was  discussed,  but  an  ovariotomy  on  such  a  poor 
subject  seemed  almost  hopeless,  and  with  the  hope  that  she  might 
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yet  recover  from  the  existing  peritonitis  and  gain  a  little  strength 
before  ovariotomy  was  performed^  it  was  postponed  until  the  16th. 

During  all  the  time  her  temperature  never  fell  below  101,  and 
reached  a  higher  point  in  the  afleruoon  a  number  of  times.  She 
was  now  in  a  more  unfavorable  condition  for  the  operation  than 
at  any  time  since  her  admission  into  the  hospital;  but  it  was  now 
evident  that  she  must  soon  succumb  unless  the  tumor  was  re- 
moved without  delay. 

He  decided  to  operate  and  thus  give  her  the  only  chance  for 
her  life.  The  operation  was  performed  in  the  presence  of  a  few 
medical  gentlemen,  aiMl  it  was  a  difficult  and  prolonged  one. 
After  making  the  incision  through  the  abdominal  wall,  he  found 
the  tumor  firmly  adherent  over  its  whole  anterior  surface  to  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen.  While  he  was  separating  these  adhesions 
the  brittle  wall  of  the  cyst  gave  way,  and  a  quantity  of  the  fluid 
from  the  cyst  was  discharged  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  By  dil- 
igent work  he  finally  succeeded  in  separating  the  adhesions. 
The  omentum  was  firmly  adherent  to  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
tumor.  It  was  separated,  and  each  bleeding  point  ligated  sepa- 
rately with  very  fine  silk,  the  thread  cut  loose  to  the  knot,  and 
the  omentum  returned. 

There  were  but  few  adhesions  in  the  pelvis  and  they  were  not 
very  firm  and  were  easily  separated. 

The  tumor  sprang  from  the  right  side,  the  pedicle  was  trans- 
fixed with  silk,  ligated,  cut  short  and  dropped  inside.  A  num- 
ber of  large  sponges  were  now  inserted  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

Dr.  Bantock  now  turned  his  attention  to  the  bleeding  points 
on  the  parietal  walls  from  which  the  tumor  had  been  separated. 
There  were  a  great  number  of  bleeding  points  that  required  liga- 
tion, this  he  did  with  very  fine  silk,  cutting  the  ligatures  off 
close  to  the  knots  The  sponges  were  now  removed  from  the  pe- 
ritoneal cavity;  they  were  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  cystic 
fluid  and  blood.  The  peritoneal  cavity,  however,  was  not  clean 
and  the  viscid  ovc^ian  fluid  was  adherent  to  all  the  abdominal 
viscera;  to  cleanse  it  by  sponging  would  require  a  long  time, and 
then  not  be  as  effective  as  could  be  desired.  To  cleanse  the  cav- 
ity he  took  a  pitcher  of  warm  water  and  turned  into  it  several 
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pints  filling  it  full  and  with  bis  hand  down  among  the  intestines 
moved  them  about  freely  in  the  water,  in  this  way  dislodged  any 
blood  clots  or  portions  of  viscid  ovarian  fluid  that  still  remained 
among  them.  He  now  turned  in  more  water,  flooding  the  ab- 
dominal cavity  as  it  were,  at  the  same  time  permitting  it  to  run 
out  after  it  was  full,  and  in  this  way  the  water  carried  ofl^  the 
cystic  fluid  and  blood  clots;  several  pitcher's  full  of  water  were 
thus  used,  turning  it  in  until  the  water  returned  perfectly  clear. 
With  sponges  the  water  remaining  was  quickly  removed  and  the 
cavity  cleansed,  and  a  large  sized  glass  drainage-tube  was  inserted 
at  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound-  The  abdominal  wound  was 
closed  in  the  usual  manner,  using  silk  worm  gut  for  the  sutures. 

Dr.  Bantock  employs  the  silk  worm  gut  for  all  his  sutures  in 
abdominal  surgery,  and  recommends  it  very  hij^hly.  He  thinks 
that  it  has  an  advantage  over  silk  or  wire  in  these  cases. 

The  wound  was  dressed  by  placing  a  few  layers  of  gauze  over 
the  line  of  incision  and  placing  absorbent  cotton  over  the  gauze 
and  a  bandage  over  all.  The  patient  was  removed  to  the  bed 
after  an  operation  lasting  almost  an  hour  and  a  half,  in  an  ex- 
tremely feeble  condition,  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  scarcely  percept- 
ible. She  soon  rallied,  however,  and  in  an  hour  the  pulse  was  as 
good  as  before  the  operation  was  commenced. 

Br.  Bantock  does  not  use  the  spray  in  any  of  his  operations, 
but  he  has  all  the  instruments  covered  by  a  weak  solution  of  car- 
bolic aciu,  and  frequently  washes  his  hands  in  the  same  solution 
during  the  operation. 

The  after  progress  of  the  case  was  as  favorable  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. The  next  day  after  the  operation  her  temperature 
reached  101,  pulse  120  per  minute,  but  her  dyspnea  was  entirely 
relieved  and  she  expressed  herself  as  feeling  much  better  in 
every  way.  But  for  the  next  four  days  her  temperature  reached 
101  daily,  but  since  then  it  is  down  to  99,  and  she  is  now  im- 
proving rapidly  in  every  way,  and  Dr.  Bantock  says  will  soon  be 
well.  £  saw  her  this  morning  and  she  said  that  she  was  much 
more  comfortable  than  she  had  been  for  many  weeks.'' 
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Martin's  Method  of  Treatment  of  Synovitis,Especially 
OF  THE  Knee-Joint. — During  the  past  thirty-one  years  over  four 
hundred  cases  of  synovitis  of  the  knee  and  its  s*  queleB,  of  every 
form  and  degree  of  severity,  in  every  variety  of  diathesis  and 
complication,  however  chronic  or  acute,  have  been  treated  by  the 
use  of  the  pure  rubber  or  "  Martin '^  bandage — applied  to  the 
limb  from  the  foot  to  above  the  knee.  The  joint  is  previously 
strapped  from  three  inches  above  to  a  corresponding  point  below 
the  patella,  with  non-irritating  rubber  plaster.  This  strapping 
is  not  applied  for  the  ordinary  reasons,  but  to  obviate,  or  at  least 
mitigate,  a  troublesome  chafing  of  the  skin  in  the  popliteal  space, 
from  walking  exercise  while  the  bandage  is  on  the  limb.  One 
sucb  strapping  will  remain  in  situ  for  four  or  five  weeks,  and  in 
a  very  large  proportion  of  cases  has  not  to  be  repeated.  The 
plaster,  however,  must  be  perfectly  non-irritating.  The  bandage 
should  be  applied  as  tightly  as  the  patient  can  wear  it  with  com- 
fort. There  is  no  danger  of  the  circulation  by  following  this 
rule,  as  no  dangerous  constriction  of  the  limb  could  be  endured 
without  pain  and  discomfort.  The  bandage  thus  applied  should 
be  worn  in  general  for  from  four  to  six  weeks,  according  to  the 
severity  of  the  case,  day  and  night;  and,  after  that,  during  the 
day  only,  or  while  in  the  upright  position,  for  from  four  to  eight 
weeks  longer.  Many  patients  prefer  to  wear  them  a  good  deal 
longer,  to  prevent  any  possible  return  of  trouble,  but  this  is  in 
general  not  at  all  necessary. 

When  the  bandages  are  thus  applied,  great  comfort  and  sup- 
port are  at  once  experienbed,  and  with  these  much  increased 
capacity  to  use  the  joint.  Very  soon  it  becomes  evident  that 
absorption  of  effused  fluid,  and  of  the  interstitial  deposits  in  the 
tissues  of  the  synovial  sac,  and  of  the  other  tissues  about  the 
joint,  is  going  on  ;  and,  in  a  space  of  time  too  short  to  be  credi- 
ble to  those  who  have  not  accurately  pursued  the  practice,  and 
carefully  and  repeatedly  observed  the  fact,  the  enlarged  and 
weakened  articulation  is  restored  to  the  normal  size,  and,  if  not 
immediately  to  its  original  strength,  to  a  far  greater  capacity  for 
use,  and  eventually  to  a  perfect  restoration  in  all  respects 

In  cases  where  the  amount  of  fluid  effusion  within  the  sac  is 
small,  or  where  the  thickening  of  the  sac  is  the  principal  element 
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of  the  case,  these  results  may  be  always  looked  for  with  certainty 
and  rapidity.  Sometiraes,  however,  when  the  amount  of  fluid 
effusion  is  very  large,  the  use  of  the  bandage  (done  (although  of 
the  greatest  value  as  a  palliative,  by  strengthening  the  joint,  and 
permitting  painless  use  of  the  limb)  will  produce  compZe^e  absorp- 
tion of  the  fluid  very  slowly,  if  at  all.  The  existence  of  these 
exceptionally  obstinate  cases  induced  my  father,  some  twelve 
years  ago,  to  add  to  the  use  of  the  bandage  a  preceding  thorough 
aspiration  of  the  sac,  all  the  other  points  of  treatment  being 
exactly  as  before  described.  This  was  done  at  first  only  in  excep- 
tionally obstinate  cases,  in  which  the  effusion  within  the  synovial 
sac  was  large,  but  the  operation  was  gradually  found  to  be  entirely 
free  from  danger,  and  latterly  aspiration  has  been  practiced  in  all 
cases  in  which,  being  chronic,  the  synovial  effusion  is  of  any  con- 
siderable amount,  and  even  in  the  most  acute  cases  in  which 
rapid  effusion  produces  great  distention  and  consequent  pain. 
The  results  of  my  father's  experience  are  summed  up  in  the 
following  statements: 

1.  In  the  last  twelve  years  over  two  hundred  cases  of  synovitis 
of  the  knee,  and  its  sequelae,  have  been  treated  by  aspiration 
with  a  single  strapping  of  the  joint,  and  subsequent  use  of  the 
bandage. 

2.  In  these  cases  the  knee-joint  has  been  punctured  over  four 
hundred  times. 

3.  In  all  these  cases,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  and 
these  only  in  the  early  stages  of  treatment,  the  patient  was  not 
only  permitted,  but  obliged  to  tak^  a  daily  and  considerable 
amount  of  walking  exercise. 

4.  In  not  a  single  instance  has  there  been  failure  of  absolute 
and  entire  cure,  requiring,  in  one  case,  seventeen  weeks,  but  in 
no  other  more  than  eleven  weeks. 

5.  Although  no  antiseptic  measure,  beyond  perfect  cleanliness  of 
the  aspirating  needle,  was  employed,  in  not  one  instance  has  any 
ill  symptom  followed  the  operation.  When  the  needle  is  with- 
drawn, the  puncture  is  at  once  covered  securely  with  adhesive 
plaster. 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  long  ago  declared  most  emphatically,  that 
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when  the  synovial  sac  is  distended  with  fluid,  it  can  be  punc- 
tured, and  the  effusion  drawn  off*  with  perfect  safety.  He  does 
not  by  any  means  regard  this  as  a  help  in  treatment,  however, 
as  he  Hays  the  fluid  will  accumulate  again,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
joint  will  be  as  much  distended  as  before.  The  originality  and 
value  of  my  father^s  method  of  treatment  lies  in  successfully 
demonstrating  the  fact  that  thorough  aspiration  of  the  knee-joint, 
followed  by  proper  use  of  the  rubber  bandage,  gives  us  a  com- 
plete and  satisfactory  method  of  cure  even  in  the  worst  cases  of 
synovitis.  By  the  firm  and  equable  pressure  of  the  rubber  ban- 
dage, the  re-accumulation  of  fluid  is  checked.  If  there  is  any 
return  of  the  fluid  at  all,  it  is  in  very  much  diminished  quantity, 
and  a  second,  or  perhaps  in  severe  cases  a  third,  aspiration  of  the 
joint  is  all  that  is  ever  required.  One  great  advantage  of  it  is  to 
explode  the  idea  that  perfect  rest  of  the  joint  is  the  only  way  to 
hope  for  a  cure.  The  patient  is  emphatically  not  to  be  confined 
to  bed,  or,  worse  still,  to  a  fixed  splint.  When  the  joint  is 
strengthened  by  a  properly  applied  rubber  bandage,  exercise  is  a 
very  great  and  important  adjunct  in  the  treatment.  This  very 
day  I  have  visited  a  lady  who  passed  last  summer  in  Switzerland. 
While  there  she  was  attacked  with  acute  synovitis  of  the  lefl 
knee,  with  a  large  amount  of  efi*usion  into  the  sac.  She  was  kept 
in  bed,  with  the  limb  placed  on  a  fixed  splint  and  continually 
poulticed.  After  sweltering  through  the  hot  weather  with  the 
limb  swathed  in  many  thicknesses  of  cotton  wadding,  at  the  ex- 
piration ot  two  months  the  splint  was  removed,  and — she  has 
come  home  with  a  joint  almost  immovable  I  I  am  sure  that  had 
this  case  been  treated  by  prompt  aspiration  of  the  sac,  and  the 
proper  use  of  the  rubber  baudage,  a  perfect  and  rapid  cure  would 
have  resulted  without  a  week's  confinement  of  the  patient  to  her 
bed. — Medical  Record. 


Treatment  op  Cholera. — In  La  Medicina  Contemporanea 
for  December,  Prof.  Semmola  contributes  a  very  interesting 
paper  under  the  title  of  *  Recent  Therapeutic  Researches  on 
Cholera,'  He  is  inclined  to  admit  Koch's  conclusions  as  to  the 
parasitic  nature  of  cholera,  but  holds  that  this  theory  can  never 
2SP, 
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be  a  point  of  departure  for  the  rational  and  scientific  treatment 
of  the  disease.  Antiparasitic  treatment,  is  not  and  never  will  be 
the  abortive  treatment,  for  the  following  reasons;  the  best  known 
and  n^ost  powerful  parasiticides  cannot  be  taken  in  quantity  suf- 
ficient to  destroy  the  microbes  without  harm  to  the  human  or- 
ganism; and  even  if  such  an  agent  were  found,  the  death  of  the 
microbe  would  constitute  but  a  small  part  of  the  treatment,  since 
the  graver  phenomena  of  cholera  areiucontestably  due  to  a  chem- 
ical principle  (ptomaine?)  which  successively  poisons  the  nerve 
centres,  and  is  already  in  process  of  formation  in  the  intestine 
when  the  diarrhoea  warns  us  that  an  attack  of  cholera  has  com- 
menced. The  diarrhoea  from  its  first  commencement  must  be 
considered  as  the  first  result  of  the  poisoning  of  the  nerve  centres 
of  the  abdominal  sympathetic. 

The  specific  remedy  for  cholera,  therefore,  not  being  discov- 
ered, treatment  must  be  either  symptomatic  or  physiological. 

From  symptomatic  treatment  much  good  may  result,  if  too 
much  be  not  demanded  of  it,  and  the  author  gives  a  word  of  cau- 
tion against  too  active  medication.  Under  physiological  treat- 
ment, that  is,  treatment  directed  to  augment  in  every  way  the 
resistance  of  the  economy  to  the  invasion  of  the  cholera  poision, 
comes  first,  absolute  repose  of  the  affected  organs,  that  is,  of  the 
gastro-intestinal  canal,  with  complete  abstinence  from  food  from 
the  first  manifestation  of  the  diarrhoea.  From  the  first  loose 
evacuation,  it  during  thie  prevalence  of  cholera  and  without 
question  of  diagnosis,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  a 
rigorous  fast;  even  a  simple  cup  of  broth  may  contribute  to  the 
development  of  a  grave  attack,  and  no  food  must  be  taken  until 
the  diarrhoea  has  completely  ceased  for  twenty-four  hours. 

The  author's  personal  experience,  agreeing  with  that  of  all  the 
medical  staff*  of  the  Croce  Bianca  Hospital,  of  which  he  was  the 
chief,  and  over  6,000  cases  came  under  their  care,  proves  beyond 
doubt  that  sometimes  five  or  six  teaspoonfuls  of  broth  given  pre- 
maturely have  been  sufiScient  to  cause  a  severe  relapse,  with  the 
gravest  symptoms  (asphyxia,  algidism,  etc.)  The  best  food  to  re- 
commence with  is  milk  given  in  small  quantities. 

The  second  indication  is  to  arouse  opportunely  the  physiologi- 
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cal  powers  by  physiological  therapeutic  means.  For  this  pur- 
pose he  recommends  the  hot  bath  (38°  to  40°C.)  in  the  first  stage 
of  the  disease.  In  the  algid  stage  in  which  the  hot  bath  has 
often  been  used,  its  effect  is  at  most  mechanical,  but  in  the  firjst 
stage  it  stimulates  the  rich  peripheral  net  work  of  nerves,  and  by 
reflex  action  the  centre  of  the  circulation,  and  hence  produces  the 
harmonious  re-estabiishment  of  th6  physiological  functional  rela- 
tions between  the  cutaneous  surface  and  the  gastro-intestinal 
mucous  membrane,  and  by  causing  perspiration  it  favors  elimi- 
nation with  the  sweat  of  the  toxic  principles.  The  bath  may  be 
repeated  at  intervals  of  one  or  two  hours,  and  the  patient  on 
coming  out  of  the  bath  must  be  wrapped  in  flannel  and  given 
warm  drinks  with  aromatics  and  a  little  alcohol.  The  hot  bath 
is  to  be  had  recourse  to  directly  the  patient  with  slight  diarrhoea 
complains  of  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  with  or  without  vomiting. 
In  other  cases  of  simple  diarrhoea  without  epigastric  pain,  when 
the  diarrhoea  resists  treatment  (repose,  fasting,  opium,  tannin,  etc  ) 
the  bath  is  to  be  used.  In  hundre<.s  of  patients  in  whom  the  di- 
arrhoea had  been  obstinate  tor  several  days,  with  six  to  twelve 
evacuations  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  whicii  would  infallibly 
have  become  an  attack  of  true  cholera,  one  or  two  hot  baths,  fol- 
lowed by  free  sweating,  have  been  sufficient  to  completely  arrest 
the  diarrhoea. 

Thirdly,  small  doses  of  opium  (laudanum,  Battley^s  liquor,  or 
chlorodyne)  should  be  given  to  affect  the  nerve  centres  and  render 
them  less  sensible  to  the  invading  action  of  the  toxic  principle,  as 
well  as  for  its  action  on  the  morbid  secretion  of  the  intestinal 
mucous  membrane. 

In  the  period  of  reaction  the  treatment  should  be  most  simple. 
If  reaction  take  place  slowly  and  without  much  fever,  hygienic, 
and  above  all,  dietetic  treatment  is  all  that  is  necessary.  Small 
quantities  of  milk  should  be  given  to  commence  with;  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  least  error  in  diet  may  prove  fatal.  If 
reaction  take  place  abruptly  and  with  high  fever,  antipyretic 
treatment  with  cold  compresses,  and  general  cold  baths  are  indi- 
cated. Cramps,  pains,  vomititing,  etc.,  often  recur  during  this 
period,  but  these  symptoms  are  not  now  due  to  the  cholera  poison 
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but  to  gastritis,  coraraonly  caused  by  the  abuse  of  alcohol  aud 
other  irritants  administered  during  the  first  stages.  During  the 
period  of  reaction  it  is  interesting  to  note,  there  is  a  persistence 
of  some  symptoms  in  relation  to  the  functions  most  strongly  af- 
fected during  the  development  of  the  attack;  for  instance,  weak- 
ness of  the  heart's  action,  epigastric  pain,  with  anorexia  or  per- 
sistence of  a  general  subcyanotic  color,  with  feeling  of  great 
debility.  These  phenomena  are  due  to  the  exhaustion  of  those 
ganglionic  and  bulbar  nerve  fibres  which  have  been  chiefly 
affected  by  the  cholera  poison.  The  poison  no  longer  exists,  but 
its  effects  endure;  and  if  the  height  of  an  attack,  gastric,  vaso- 
motor, cardiac  or  asphyxic  symptoms  predominated,  so  now 
weakness  of  the  centres  of  innervation  in  relation  with  the  pre- 
dominant form  must  be  expected.  Here  therapeutic  treatment 
may  do  much  good,  and  the  author  recommends  for  cardiac  hy- 
posthenia  hypodermic  injections  of  caffein,  for  epigastric  pains 
strychnia  and  inhalations  of  oxygen,  with  small  doses  of  valeri- 
anate of  quinine  hypodermically,  in  the  persistent  subcyanotic 
condition. — London  Medical  Record. 


Diabetes. — Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  adds  four  more  cases  of 
diabetes  to  the  fifty-four  reported  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. The  patients  were  placed  on  strict' antidiabetic  diet, 
and  Clemen's  solution  of  arsenic  of  bromine,  beginning  with 
three  drops,  increased  to  five,  was  also  given.  Of  these  four 
cases  three  were  permanently  relieved.  In  conclusion  he  adds: 
"  Diabetes  has  become  to-day  a  disease  easily  and  certainly  curable, 
provided  that  the  treatment  be  not  begun  too  lale,'^ 

The  following  is  his  diet-table: 

Breakfast — Oysters  stewed,  without  milk  or  flour;  clams 
stewed,  without  milk  or  flour.  Beefsteak,  beefsteak  with  fried 
onions,  broiled  chicken,  mutton  or  lamb  chops;  kidneys,  broiled, 
stewed,  or  deviled;  tripe,  pig's  feet,  game,  ham,  bacon,  deviled 
turkey  or  chicken,  sausage,  corned-beef  hash  without  potato, 
minced  beef,  turkey,  chicken,  or  game,  with  poached  eggs. 

All  kinds  cf  fish,  fish-roe,  fish-balls,  without  potato. 
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Eggs  cooked  in  any  way  except  with  flour  or  sugar^  scrambled 
eggs  with  chopped  smoked  beef,  pickled  salt  cod-fish  with  eggs; 
omelets,  plain  or  with  hams  with  smoked  beef,  kidneys,  aspar- 
agus points,  fine  herbs,  parsley,  truffles,  or  mushrooms. 

Radishes,  cucumbers,  water-cresses  butter,  pot-cheese. 

Tea  or  coffee,  with  a  little  cream  and  no  sugar.  (Glycerine 
may  be  used  instead  of  sugar  if  desired). 

Light  red  wine  for  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  wine 
for  breakfast. 

Lunch  or  Tea — Oysters  or  clams  cooked  in  any  way  except 
with  flour  and  milk,  chicken,  lobster,  or  any  kind  of  salad  except 
potato,  fish  of  all  kinds,  chops,  steaks,  ham,  tongue,  eggs,  crabs, 
or  any  kind  of  meat,  head-cheese. 

Red  wine,  dry  sherry,  or  Bass'  ale. 

Dinner — Raw  oysters,  raw  clams. 

Soups — Consomme  of  beef,  of  veal,  of  chicken,  or  of  turtle, 

consomme  with  asparagus  points,  consomme  with   okra,  ox-tail, 

turtle,  terrapin,  oyster  or  clam,  without  flour  or  milk;  chowder, 

without  milk  or  potatoes;  mock  turtle,  mullagatawny,  tomato, 

"  gumbo  jilet. 

Fishy  etc, — All  kinds  of  fish,  lobsters,  oysters,  clams,  terrapin, 
shrimps,  craw-fi>h,  hard-shell  crabs,  soft -shell  crabs.  (No  sauces 
containing  flour  or  milk). 

Relishes — Pickles,  radishes,  celery,  sardines,  anchovies,  olives. 

Meats — All  kinds  of  meat  cooked  in  any  way  except  with 
flour,  all  kinds  of  poultry  without  dressinscs  containing  bread  or 
flour,  calf^s  head,  kidneys,  sweet-breads,  lamb-fries,  ham,  tongue, 
all  kinds  of  ^ame,  veal,  fowl,  sweet-breads,  etc.,  with  currie,  but 
not  thickened  with  flour.     {No  liver). 

Vegetables — Truffles,  lettuce,  romaino,  chicory,  endive,  cucum- 
bers, spinnach,  sorrel,  beet-tops,  cauliflower,  cabbage,  Brussels- 
sprouts,  dandelions,  tomatoes,  radishes,  oyster-plant,  celery, 
onions,  string-beans,  water-cresses,  asparagus,  aHichauts,  Jeru- 
salem artichokes,  parsley,  mushrooms,  all  kinds  of  herbs. 

Substitutes  for  Sweets — Peaches  preserved  in  brandy  without 
sugar,  wine-jelly  without  sugar,  gelee  au  kivsch  without  sugar, 
omelette  au  rhum  without  sugar,  omelette  a  la  vanille  without 
sugar,  gelee  au  rhum  without  sugar,  gelee  au  cafe  without  sugar. 
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Miscellaneous — Butter,  cheese  of  all  kinds,  eggs  cooked  in  all 
ways  except  with  flour  or  sugar,  sauces  without  sugar,  milk  or 
flour. 

Almonds,  hazel-nuts,  walnuts,  cocoanuts. 

Tea  or  coffee,  with  a  little  cream  and  without  sugar.  (Glycer- 
ine may  be  used  instead  of  sugar  if  desired). 

Moderately  palatable  ice  creams  and  wine-jellies  may  be  made, 
sweetened  with  pure  glycerine;  but  although  these  may  be  quite 
satisfactory  for  a  time,  they  soon  become  distasteful. — Columbus 
Medical  Journal. 


Concentrated  Foods. — Medical  men  are  now  recognizing 
the  value  of  malt  extracts  as  foods  in  cases  of  deficient  assimila- 
tion.    That  their  use  is  extending  may  be  taken  for  granted  by 
the  number  of  exhibitors  of  concentrated  foods  in  the  exhibition 
at  South  Kensington  last  year.     Important  improvements  have 
recently  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  malt  extracts,  which 
are  now  prescribed   in  a  variety  of  forms.     One  of  the  most 
effective  combinations  in  dyspepsia,  cholera  infantum,  and  all 
diseases  resulting  from  imperfect  nutrition  is  Mai  tine  with  pep- 
sine  and  pancreatine,  containing,  as  it  does,  three  of  the  all  im- 
portant digestive  agents,  diastase  being  one  of  the  constituents  of 
Maltine.     Dyspepsia  in  most  cases  will  be  found  to  yield  to  the 
medicinal  properties  of  this  combination,  while  the  system  is  in- 
vigorated by  its  nutritive  qualities.     It  will  be  found  a  useful 
remedy  also  for  constipation  and  chronic  diarrhoea  resulting  from 
mal-nutrition.     Not  only  is  Maltine  of  itself  of  great  value  in 
certain  cases,  but  it  may  be  combined  with   the  most  valuable 
alteratives  known — such  as  iodides,  bromides,  and  chlorides,  and 
is  found  to  be  a  remedy  of  high  value  in  all  depraved  conditions 
of  the  blood.     The  Maltine  manufactured  by  the  Maltine  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  New  York  bears  a  high  name,  and  this 
lias  been  still  further  emphasized  by  the  award  of  the  Gold  Medal 
of  the  Health  Exhibition,  London,  for  their  malt  extract  known 
as  Maltine  (malted  wheat,  barley,  and  oats),  the  only  preparation 
composed  of  these  three  cereals.     Professor  Charles  R.  C.  Tich- 
borne,  after  an  examination  of  the  principal  unfermented  extracts 
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of  malt  in  the  market^  finds  that  Maltine  is  the  richest  in  two 
of  the  most  important  ingredients  in  these  foods — namely,  the 
phosphates  or  bone-formers,  and  that  peculiar  farinaceous  diges- 
tive agent  called  diastase.  Maltine  may  be  said  to  consist  of 
about  eighty  per  cent,  of  pure  food  in  its  most  concentrated  and 
assimilable  form.  This  eighty  per  cent,  may  be  divided  as  fol- 
lows: five  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  flesh  formers;  seven  per  cent, 
ol  heat-givers;  two  per  cent,  of  bone-formers;  add  to  this  the 
diastase,  which  imparts  to  it  the  curious  power  of  digesting  all 
farinaceous  food  outride  itself,  and  we  have  in  Maltine  a  most 
valuable  adjunct  to  our  invalid  diet.  In  respect  to  the  diastase, 
Maltine  seems  remarkably  energetic,  and  at  the  temperature  of 
the  human  body  one  part  liquefied  "twenty  parts  of  starch  in 
two  minutes,''  and  had  completely  changed  or  digesteil  that  body 
in  about  an  hour.  Maltine  possesses  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
cereal  extract  as  prepared  from  the  grain,  and  there  can  be  no 
question  of  the  genuineness  of  this  preparation.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  consult  any  work  upon  dietetics  to  see  that  there  is  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  composition  of  the  various  grain  crops. 
By  combining  these  three  important  substances — barley,  oats,  and 
wheat — a  food  is  obtained  which  represents  the  average  compo- 
sition of  the  three  cereals,  and  that  food  already  digested  for  use, 
a  condition  of  immense  value  to  the  physician  in  those  special 
cases  where  the  digestive  functions  are  impaired.  Leicester  and 
London,  Jan.  1st,  1885. — Midland  Medioal  Journal. 


Repeated  Abortions  Sucxjessfully  Treated  With  Po- 
tassium Chlorate. — The  Cindnnaii  Lancet  and  Clinic  of 
February  14th,  1885,  gives  the  report  of  a  case  read  before  the 
"Academy  of  Medicine,"  by  Dr.  E.  8.  McKee,  in  which  repeated 
abortion  was  successfully  treated  with  potassium  chlorate. 

The  patient  has  had  ten  miscarriages  during  the  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  month  of  utero-gestation. 

She  gave  no  history  of  syphilis,  nor  did  physical  examination 
show  any  evidence  of  the  disease.  No  local  disease  was  found, 
but  she  said  that  "  the  doctor,  who  attended   her  about  eight 
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years  ago,  said  the  atter-birth  was  nothing  but  a  chank  of  fat, 
and  took  it  home  with  hira/' 

Presuming  the  trouble  had  been  fatty  degeneration  of  the  pla- 
centa, she  was  put  upon  fiftpen  grains  of  chlorate  of  potash,  three 
times  a  day.  A  healthy  boy  was  born.  Again  being  pregnant, 
and  the  medicine  repeated,  she  gave  birth  to  another  healthy 
boy. 

In  reviewing  the  literature  of  the  subject,  Dr.  McKee  says. 
Sir  James  Simpson  first  used  and  recommended  chlorate  of  pot- 
ash when  fatty  degeneration  of  the  placenta  was  suspected,  on 
the  theory  that  the  drug  furnishes  oxygen  to  the  blood  and 
through  the  placental  tufts  to  the  foetus. 

It  has  been  proved,  however,  that  chlorate  of  potash  does  not 
part  with  its  oxygen. 

Bruce  used  chlorate  of  potassium  in  six  cases,  where  repeate<l 
abortions  had  occurred.  In  all  but  one  of  these  the  children 
came  to  term,  and  in  this  one  was  carried  three  months  longer 
than  usiial. 

Dr.  Inglis  said  he  had  never  seen  potassium  chlorate  fail.  In 
one  case  after  sixteen  still-born  children,  the  seventeenth  was 
born  alive  under  this  remedy. 

After  giving  a  number  of  other  authorities,  the  Dr.  says,  "  no* 
less  an  authority  than  Karl  Braun   in   his  recent  work,  speaks 
favorably  of  the  use  of  potassium  chlorate  in   miscarriage.'' — 
New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgioal  Journal. 


Index  Medicus  and  Western  Enterprise. — We  are  sur- 
prised and  pleased  to  learn  that  George  S.  Davis,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  has  undertaken  to  resume  the  publication  of  the  Index 
Medicus.  This  enterprising  Western  house  has  certainly  pros- 
pected and  comprehended  the  immense  undertaking  which  it  as- 
sumes. We  wish  it  every  success,  and  publish  with  pleasure  the 
following  communication  detailing  its  transfer:    . 

*'  We  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  Mr.  George  S.  Davis, 
of  Detroit,  has  undertaken  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  In- 
dex Medicus,  on  the  same  general  plan,  and  with  the  same  regard 
to  typographical  accuracy  and  finish  as  heretofore. 
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On  account  of  the  delay  required  to  perfect  this  arrangement 
the  first  number  of  the  current  year  will  comprise  the  literature 
of  January,  February  and  March,  after  which  it  will  appear 
monthly,  as  usual. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  annual  index  of 
names,  subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  an  index  of  subjects  to 
the  volume. 

So  many  expressions  of  regret  and  urgent  remonstrances  in  re- 
gard to  the  threatened  discontinuance  of  the  Index  Medicus  have 
been  received,  that  we  think  we  may  venture  to  congratulate  the 
profession  on  Mr.  Davis'  public-spirited  determination  to  carry 
on  the  enterprise  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  thus  far  it  has  not  been 
pecuniarily  remunerative. 

It  is  requested  that  all  exchanges,  and  books  and  pamphlets 
for  notice  be  sent  to  the  Index  Medicus,  Washington,  D.  C. 

John  S.  Billings,  M.  D. 
Robert  Fletchek,  D.  D. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  4,  1885. —  Weekly  Medical  Review. 


Incontinence  of  Urine  in  Children. — The  Medical  World 
thus  abstracts  Eustace  Snrith : 

"Of  medicines  which  diminish  irritability,  belladonna  takes  the 
first  place,  but  it  is  important  to  be  aware  that  this  remedy^  to  be 
effectual,  must  be  given  in  full  doses.  Children  have  a  very  re- 
markable tolerance  for  belladonna,  and  will  oflen  take  it  in  sur- 
prising quantities  before  any  of  the  physiological  eflfects  of  the 
drug  can  be  produced.  In  obstinate  .cases  of  enuresis  the  medi- 
cine should  be  pushed  so  as  to  produce  dilatation  of  the  pupils, 
with  slight  dryness  of  the  throat.  In  children  of  four  or  five 
years  of  age,  it  is  best  to  begin  with  twenty-five  or  thirty  drops 
of  the  tincture  of  belladonna,  given  three  times  in  the  day,  and 
to  increase  the  dose  by  five  drops  every  second  or  third  day,  of 
course  watching  the  effect.  Ergot  is  another  remedy  which  is 
often  very  successful.  For  a  child  of  the  same  age,  twenty  drops 
of  the  fluid  extract  may  be  given  several  times  in  the  day. 

Bromide  of  potassium,  benzoic  acid  (dose,  five  to  ten  grains) 
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and  benzoate  of  ammonia,  digitalis,  borax,  cantbarides,  camphor 
and  chloral  have  all  been  recommended  as  specifics  in  this  com- 
plaint. Sometimes  a  combination  of  several  drugs  seems  to  be 
more  effectual  than  one  given  alone.  I  have  lately  cared  a  little 
fijirl,  aged  four  years,  who  had  resisted  all  other  treatment,  with 
the  following  draught  given  three  times  in  the  day: 
^     Tinct.  belladonna gtts.  j. 

Potas.  brom grs  z. 

Infus.  digitalis.. 3  ij. 

Aquam  ad $  ss. 

M.  Ft  haustus. 
When  the  incontinence  continues  in  the  day  as  well  as  at  night, 
strychnia  should  be  combined  with  the  sedative,  so  as  to  give  tone 
to  the  feeble  sphincter.  In  these  cases,  too,  cauterization  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  with  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver (3j — 3  ).  to  the  ounce  of  water)  has  been  found  successful.'' 
—  Weekly  Medical  Review, 

I  ^  I 

Cholera;  its  Mode  of  Introduction;  its  Prevention 
AND  Treatment. — Dr.  John  C.  Peters  read  a  paper  on  this  sub- 
ject at  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  New 
York,  held  February  23rd,  1885.  Cholera,  he  said,  had  been 
introduced  into  North  America  only  at  three  different  places, 
New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  Quebec.  The  contagion  had  never 
been  blown  into  this  country,  otherwise  it  would  have  reached 
points  to  which  vessels  had  to  pass  close  in  entering  those  ports. 
The  epidemic  which  was  introduced  at  Quebec  was  traced  up  the 
lakes,  and  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  New  Orleans.  Cholera 
appeared  at  nearly  the  same  time  at  New  York,  and  in  1848  it 
was  brought  almost  simultaneously  to  New  York  and  New  Or- 
leans. From  the  latter  place  it  was  carried  up  the  Mississippi, 
was  taken  by  emigrants  to  California  and  the  territories,  and  also 
reached  San  Francisco  by  vessels  from  New  York.  In  1854  it 
entered  New  Orleans,  was  carried  up  the  Mississippi,  and  reached 
Niagara  Falls  before  New  York  had  any  cases.  The  outbreak 
in  this  country  in  1866  started  from  cases  which  reached  the  port 
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of  New  York  the  latter  part  of  1865.  In  April  or  May,  1865, 
cbolem  existed  in  Culcutla,  from  there  was  carried  to  Mecca, 
reached  Europe  by  way  of  Marseilles,  and  finally  was  conveyed 
to  America.  In  1873  the  disease  was  introduced  at  New  Orleans, 
in  what  manner  could  not  be  learned,  but  from  there  it  spread  to 
Memphis  and  to  Nashville.  Bombay  has  had  cholera  every  year 
since  1848,  but  with  a  gradual  diminution  of  death-rate,  com- 
mencing with  improved  sanitary  conditions.  There  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  exact  manner  in  which  the  cholera 
had  reached  France  from  Bombay  in  1884.  The  speaker  thought 
it  came  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Suez  Canal  to  Damietta, 
from  there  was  spread  over  Egypt  by  the  fleeing  citizens  and 
visitors,  and  from  Egypt  reached  France.  He  was  disposed  to 
think  the  rise  of  the  river  Nile  did  more  toward  freeing  Egypt 
of  the  plague  than  the  sanitary  laws  of  the  English.  Dr.  Peters 
condemned  the  way  in  which  Marseilles  had  concealed  the  origin 
of  the  disease,  as  it  was  now  said  to  have  existed  there  before  it 
reached  Toulou.  He  referred  to  the  interesting  fact  that  Lyons, 
on  account  of  its  excellent  drainage  by  two  rapid  rivers,  had  had 
almost  entire  immunity.  The  advantages  of  an  effective  quaran- 
tine were  illustrated  in  Denmark,  which  had  always  escaped 
cholera,  except  Oii  one  occasion,  when  it  raised  its  quarantine ; 
and  also  in  Greece,  which  did  not  have  a  cholera  epidemic  until 
the  quarantine  was  forced  by  the  French  and  English  during  the 
Crimean  War. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  cholera  was  conveyed. 
Dr.  Peters  believed  it  was  always  by  ships,  caravans,  pilgrims, 
and  clothing,  and  not  by  the  wind  (at  least  to  any  extent).  Sev- 
eral hypotheses  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  cholera  was  con- 
veyed had  been  suggested  and  exploded,  one  of  which  originated 
with  himself,  namely,  that  ocean  currents  carried  the  germs  of 
the  disease.  Another  was  that  earthquakes  and  volcanoes  fav- 
ored its  outbreak.  Dr.  Peters  was  of  the  impreshiou  that  during 
the  present  year  cholera  would  probably  first  break  out  in  Spain, 
be  conveyed  from  there  to  Cuba,  and  from  Cuba  to  the  Southern 
States.  Its  occurrence  in  Spain,  however,  would  have  no  con- 
nection with  the  earthquakes  in  that  country.     The  speaker  fur- 
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ther  traced  the  origin  of  cholera  on  Blackwell's  Island,  among 
the  soldiers,  etc.  It  was  his  opinion  that  a  person  did  not  get 
cholera  without  swallowing  some  of  the  contagious  element, 
either  with  the  food,  water,  or  by  other  means,  and  one  of  the 
most  important  saieguards  against  this  was  the  use  of  clean 
towels  and  frequent  ablution  of  the  hands.  He  did  not  believe 
that  any  form  of  diarrhoea  not  of  choleraic  origin  would  end  in 
cholera  without  the  introduction  of  the  germs  of  the  specific  dis- 
ease, just  as  occurred  before  the  development,  of  cholera  in  a 
healthy  person.  It  was  proper,  however,  to  treat  every  case  of 
summer  diarrhoea  as  if  it  were  one  of  Asiatic  cholera. — New  York 
Medical  Journal. 


-♦-»c>»  • 


Rapid  Anaesthesia  by  Ether. — Dr.  A.  F.  MuHer,  in  the 
Medical  Nefvs  of  April,  1885,  describes  a  rapid  method  of  anses- 
thesia  free  from  mal-effects  as  follows: 

"The  following  meti.od  of  rapid  ansesthesia  by  ether  was  sug- 
gested to  me  seven  or  eight  years  ago  by  the  thought  that  the 
great  length  of  time  often  consumed  in  etherizing  patients  was 
due  to  the  fact  of  the  frequent  interruptions  necessary  to  replen- 
ish the  cone  or  towel  used  for  the  purpose,  and  the  consequent 
partial  recovery  of  the  patient.  To  obviate  the  difficulty  and 
obtain  a  continuous  flow  of  pure  ether  vapor,  I  had  made  an  ap- 
paratus, consisting  of  the  two  halves  of  a  rubber  foot-ball,  sewed 
together  at  the  edges  and  connected  by  a  tube  with  a  bottle  con- 
taining ether,  which  is  plunged  into  a  bucket  of  hot  water. 
Ether  boils  at  98°,  and  vapor  passes  over  stead  ly  and  rapidly, 
and  is  inhaled  by  the  patient,  whose  face  is  covered  by  the  in- 
haler, protected  by  a  clean  towel. 

The  result  has  been  surprising,  eighteen  cases  have  been  ether- 
ized by  this  method  within  the  last  three  months  at  the  German- 
town  Hospital.  In  none  of  the  cases  was  there  nausea  previous 
to  anaesthesia ;  one  at  least  came  to  the  house  the  morning  of  the 
operation,  having  eaten  a  hearty  breakfast.  In  most  cases  no 
struggling,  and  if  so,  only  slight;  no  stage  of  excitement.  In 
cases  that  require  only  a  few  moments  for  operation  the  patient 
wakes  up  nearly  as  quickly  as  after  nitrous  oxide.     After  the 
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patient  is  etherized,  the  amount  passing  over  can  be  regulated  by 
a  stopcock  at  the  bottle  end  of  the  tube. 

The  apparatus  I  have  used  is  very  crude,  made  only  for  the 
purpose  of  experiment,  and  I  am  having  an  improved  one  made, 
which  I  hope  will  be  more  satisfactory  in  some  of  its  details. 

The  quantity  of  ether  used  to  produce  complete  insensibility  in 
no  case  exceeded  three  ounces;  in  some  it  was  less  than  an  ounce 
and  a  half. — The  Medical  Age, 


Treatment  of  Writer's  Cramp. — In  a  late  number  of  the 
British  Medical  Journal^  Dr.  De  Watte vi lie  reports  the  very  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  Writer's  Cramp  by  a  system  of  massage  and 
gymnastics.  This  system  is  carried  out  most  successfully  by  a 
Mr.  Wolff,  with  whom  it  originated.  Mr.  Wolff  is  well  known 
to  the  leading  physicians  of  Europe  and  is  highly  thought  of  by 
Dr.  Charcot: 

The  massage  consists  of  rubbing,  kneading,  stretching,  and 
beating  of  the  fingers,  and  the  several  muscle  of  the  hand  and 
arm,  with  or  without  the  simultaneous  assistance  of  elastic  bauds. 

The  gymnastic  exercises  are  active  and  passive.  The  latter 
consist  of  flexions  and  extensions  of  all  the  joints  of  the  fingers, 
hand,  and  arm.  Active  exercises  include  systematic  voluntary 
movements  of  the  parts  affected;  and  if  the  general  condition 
of  the  patient  requires  it,  of  all  the  limbs  and  trunk.  As  a  rule, 
at  least  two  sittings  daily  are  required,  extending  from  twenty  to 
forty  minutes  each  on  an  average;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
patient  may  be  required  to  practice  the  gymnastic  exercises  at 
home.  Later  on,  graduated  exercises  in  writing  are  prescribed. 
It  is  impossible  to  enter  into  minute  details  concerning  these 
operations,  which  must  vary  with  the  idiosyncrasies  and  peculiar- 
ities in  the  case  of  individual  patients. — Canadian  Practitioner, 


The  Present  Status  of  the  Germ  Theory. — Uudoubt- 
edly  there  are  many  of  our  readers  who  are  convinced  that  Klein 
has  dealt  a  staggering  blow  to  that  particular  phrase  of  the  germ 
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theory  which  teaches  that  the  common  bacillus  is  the  oontagium 
vivum  of  Asiatic  cholera,  and  there  are  many  who  seem  willing 
to  admit  that  Tait  has  fairly  unhorsed  Listerism.  This  surgeon, 
with  defiant  enthusiasm,  rejects  anti-septicism  tn  toto,  and,  insist- 
ing only  on  the  most  punctilious  cleanliness,  sunshine,  and  ven- 
tilation, boldly  ransacks  the  abdt)minal  cavity,  washing  it  out 
with  sponges  that  are  scrupulously  clean,  but  not  specially  asepti- 
cized, and  undertakes  every  variety  of  extirpation  with  as  much 
confidence  as  ordinary  surgeons  amputate  an  arm  or  tie  an  artery. 

In  this  country  the  weight  of  evidence,  with  certainly  a  great 
preponderance  of  authority,  is  unequivocally  in  favor  of  a 
rational  of  Listerian  ptinciples;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  final 
fate  of  the  germ  theory,  which  many  investigators  have  come  to 
consider  as  quite  positively  demonstrated,  it  is  evident  that  ex- 
treme and  inflexible  views  on  either  side  of  the  question  are  not 
in  accordance,  in  its  present  status,  with  the  true  scientific  spirit, 
and  not  calculated  to  evolve  the  truth  that  must  underlie  the 
whole  discussion. 

Even  if  we  admit,  as  is  asserted  by  Mr.  Tait's  admirers,  that 
Listerism  is  of  no  importance  beyond  the  systematic  cleanliness 
it  involves,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  nevertheless,  that  much 
better  results  are  now  produced  by  surgeons  in  general  than  were 
seen  before  the  practice  came  into  use.  However  we  may  try  to 
account  for  this  fact,  certainly  great  praise  is  due  those  who  have 
done  so  much  to  rob  surgery  of  its  danger  and  uncertainty, 
whether  indiiectly  or  as  the  strict  consequence  of  their  theories. 
New  York  Medical  Journal, 


Oxygen  Treatment  of  Phthisis.— Dr.  Albrecht,  of  Neu- 
chMel,  has  submitted  many  of  his  patients  in  the  Children's  Hos- 
pital at  Bern  to  the  inhalation  of  oxygen,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taining its  effects  upon  the  development  of  phthisis,  and  whether 
by  increasing  the  rate  of  organic  combustion  by  this  means  the 
bacterium  of  consumption  would  not  be  destroyed  and  eliminated 
from  the  system.  The  subjects  were  tuberculous  patients  in  whose 
expectorations  the  bacterium  of  phthisis  had  be^en  discovered  with 
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certainty  on  several  occasioDs.  I'he  patients  were  first  submitted 
to  an  appropriate  highly- nutritious  diet,  consisting  of  milk  and 
peptone,  and  twice  a  week  they  were  weighed  with  great  care. 
It  was  observed  that  as  soon  as  the  oxygen  inhalations  began, 
the  daily  loss  of  weight  was  checked,  and  in  some  cases  the  weight 
increased,  dyspnoea  diminished,  and  the  number  of  bacteria  seen 
under  the  microscope  appeared  smaller. — New  York  Tribune. 


Stricture. — In  urinary  obstruction,  due  to  prostatic  hyper- 
trophy or  thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
Professor  A.  B.  Palmer  says  that  relief  can  frequently  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  evils  of  catheterization  avoided,  by  simply  making 
the  stream  of  urine  act  as  a  hydrostatic  dilator  in  its  passage. 
This  can  be  readily  done  during  micturition  by  compressing  the 
urethra  between  the  thumb  and  fingers  so  that  no  urine  can  es- 
cape. An  effort  is  to  be  made  at  the  same  time  to  forcibly  empty 
the  bladder.  The  result  is  that  the  urethra  is  gently  and  uni- 
formly distended  without  risk  and  without  pain.  This  distension 
can  be  obtained  and  sustained  at  will,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
if  daily  repeated,  will  soon  be  followed  by  the  power  of  almost 
completely  emptying  the  bladder,  with  a  fair  and  often  a  full 
stream. — Medical  Bulletin. 


Antiseptic  Silk. — Freeman  uses  Chinese  twist  which  has 
been  rendered  aseptic  by  boiling  for  ten  minutes  in  a  two-per-cent. 
solution  of  chromic  acid,  and  then  soaking  for  twelve  hours  in 
a  one-per-cent.  solution  of  the  same.  He  states  that  the  sutures 
may  be  lefl  in  situ  for  three  weeks  without  the  occurrence  of 
either  suppuration  or  soflening  of  the  silk.  Silk  thus  prepared 
is  especially  useful  in  operations  about  the  genital  organs  in  women 
as  well  as  in  laparotomy — N.  Y.  Medical  Journal. 


The  American  drug  Rhamnus  Purshiana  {Cascara  sagrada,  as 
it  is  oflen  called)  has  lately  been  the  subject  of  considerable  in- 
vestigation in  France.     Prof.  Grasset,  of  the  Montpellier  faculty. 
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and  others  have  made  a  series  of  experiments  with  it,  with  the 

result  that  while  they  do  not  entirely  confirm  the  opinion  of  Dr. 

Emeri,  that  it  is  a  specific  for  all  cases  of  habitual  constipation, 

still  they  find  that  it  is  a  most  valuable  laxative^  and  assert  that 

certainly  there  does  not  exist  a  remedy  that  is  as  efficacious  in  the 

treatment  of  chronic  conotipation. — Correspondence^  Philadelphia 

Medical  Times. 

— •-•••» 

Jaboranpi  in  Obstinate  Hiccough. — Pagenstecher  (Ctrlbl. 
f.  d.  ges.  Therap. ;  Bull.  g6n.  de  Th^rap.)  reports  a  case  of  hic- 
cough which  had  resisted  every  known  remedy,  including  the 
bromides,  morphine,  chloroform,  and  electricity.  The  patient's 
diaphragm  contracted  in  the  most  violent  manner  about  twenty 
or  thirty  times  a  minute,  and  he  had  been  unable  to  take  any 
nourishment  for  fhree  days.  After  receiving  four  grains  of  jabo- 
ra-'di- leaves,  in  the  form  of  a  decoction,  he  had  a  profuse  pers- 
piration, after  which  the  hiccough  was  completely  che<-ked. — 
The  Medical  Age, 

Chancroid. — As  a  stimulating  application  to  a  chancroid, 
Prof.  Gross  recommends: 

'Bf      Acid  tannici ••g''«  ij- 

Ung.  hydrarg.  nit... 5j. 

Adipis  benzoatad 3  j.  M. 

Sig.     Apply  on  a  piece  of  lint. — Medical  Digest, 


Nothing  Succeeds  Like  Success. — According  to  the  North- 
western Lancet  a  physician  ot  St.  Paul  recently  played  a  trick 
upon  a  midwife,  who  sent  to  him  to  borrow  a  pair  ot  forceps,  by 
giving  her  two  left-handed  blades.  On  returning  them  the  next 
day,  however,  she  reported  that  she  had  brought  the  child  with 
them.     Few  men  could  have  done  more. — Boston  Medical  and 

Surgical  Journal, 

1  —  I 

According  to  the  census  of  1880,  there  were  86,000  physi- 
cians, 64,147  lawyers  and  64,698  clergymen,  in  the  United  States. 
Comparing  these  figures  with  the  census  ol  1870,  the  increase 
was  for  physiciuiis  23  per  cent  cent.,  for  lawyers  57  per  cent,  and 
for  clergymen  47  per  cent.  The  increase  of  population  was  30 
per  cent. — Exchange, 
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FIFTY-SECOND  MEETING  OF  THE  TENNESSEE 
STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  State  Medical  Society  of  TeDDessee  met  in  annual  session 
in  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  at  the  Capitol,  Tuesday,  April 
14th,  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr. 
D.  D.  Saundeis,  of  Memphis. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  William  Graham,  rector  of  Christ 
Church. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Glenn, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

The  following  members  were  present  and  registered: 

J.  I.  Arrington,  Nashville;  R.  T.  Bush,  Gallatin;  W.  T. 
Briggs,  W.  C.  Blackman,  M.  H,  Bonner,  Nashville;  W.  G. 
Bogart,  Sweetwater;  W.  F.  Clary,  Bellbuckle;  J.  H.  Callender, 
Nashville;  F.  M.  Capps,  Coxburg ;  Duncan  Eve,  Paul  F.  Eve, 
W.  I.  Edwards.  Richard  Douglas,  Jno.  E.  Fry,  C.  C.  Fite,  Nash- 
ville; G.  W.  Drake,  D.  E.  Nelson,  Chattanooga;  F.  Ferguson, 
Rich  Creek;  G.  B.  Garner,  Hillsboro;  W.  F.  Glenn,  J.  E.  Harris, 
W.  D.  Haggard,  R.  A.  Hardin,  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  Van.  S. 
Lindsley,  Thos.  L.  Maddin,  J.  W.  Maddin,  O.  H.  Menees,  J. 
B.  W.  Nowlin,  J.  S.  Nowlin,  J.  D.  Plunket,  Nashville;  S.  T. 
Hardison,  Lewisburg;  R.  J.  Jameson,  Appison;  R.  F.  Keys, 
Eagleville;  C.  M.  Lovell,  Dickson;  J.  R.  Harwell,  Nashville; 
Thos.  Lipscomb,  G.  W.  Moody,  Shelby ville;  J.  B.  Neal,  Lewis- 
burg; T.  K.  Powell,  Dancy ville;  J.  W.  Penn,  Humboldt; 
Deering  J.  Roberts,  N.  D.  Richardson,  James  B.  Stephens,  J. 
Banyan  Stephens,  J.  G.  Sinclair,  T.  G.  Shannon,  N.  G.  Tucker, 
3SP. 
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W.  M.  Vertrees,  Nashville;  W.  C.  Ransoni,  Farmington;  A. 

B.  Robinson,  Chapel  Hill;  D.  D.  Saunders,  G.  B.  Thornton,  W. 
W.  Taylor,  Memphis;  F.  B.  Sloan,  Decherd;  J.  W.  Sharber, 
Spring  Hill;  A.  J.  Swaney,  Castalian  Springs;  W.  L.  Stephens, 
Rockwood;  A.J.  Weldon,  Paris  Landing;  J,  H.  Washington, 
Murfreesboro;  W.H.  Whittemore,  Haleys;  W.  C.  Cook,  Nashville. 

After  organization,  on  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  2:30 
p.  M.,  in  order  to  give  the  Committee  on  Credentials  time  to  re- 
port. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  2:40  p.  M. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported,  recommending  Dr.  C. 

C.  Frost,  of  Nashville,  and  Dr.  D.  F.  Wright,  of  Clarksville,  for 
membership.  On  motion  these  gentlemen  were  elected  members 
of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Drake,  of  Chattanooga,  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  instead  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Tadlock,  of  Knoxville,  una- 
voidably absent. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  following  members,  regretting  their 
inability  to  be  present : 

Dr.  A.  B.  Tadlock,  Knoxville;  Dr.  R.  F.  Evans,  Shelby ville; 
Dr.  J.  N.  Stout,  of  Limestone;  Dr.  T.  J.  Happel,  of  Trenton ;  Dr. 
A.  P.  Van Der veer,  of  Chattanooga. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Fite,  Secretary,  said  he  had  no  report  to  make  this 
year,  as  the  subjects  usually  covered  by  a  secretary's  report  would 
be  included  in  reports  of  committees. 

Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  Treasurer,  made  a  report,  which  was 
referred  to  Drs.  J.  S.  Nowlin,  R.  F.  Keys  and  J.  E.  Black  as  an 
Auditing  Committee. 

Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  Chairman  of  the  Publication  Commit- 
tee made  a  report  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  transactions 
of  1884,  which  was  received  and  ordered  filed. 

Dr.  T.  K.  Powell,  of  Dancyville,  then  read  an  essay  on  the 
subject  of  "  Puerperal  Convulsions.'' 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  J.  S.  Nowlin,  J,  B.  Neil, 
Deering  J.  Roberts  and  J.  W.  Sharber. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Keys,  of  Eagleville,  then  read  a  report  of  two  cases 
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of  "Renal  Disease/^  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication. 

Dr.  Thos.  Lipscomb,  of  Shelbyville,  read  a  memorial  notice  of 
Dr.  J.  G.  Barksdale,  deceased,  of  Shelbyville. 

Dr.  Jno.  B.  Thompson,  of  Wrencoe ;  also  Dr.  E.  F.  Meacham, 
of  Nashville,  were  elected  members. 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  that  the  Treasurer's  Report 
was  correct,  and  endorsed  the  same. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite  and 
unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  Dr.  T.  A.  Atchison,  an  honored  member  ot  the 
Society,  is  at  this  time  following  the  remains  of  his  wife  to  their 
last  resting-place,  instead  of  beinjg  with  us. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  him,  our  professional  brother,  our 
sincere  sympathy  in  this  time  of  his  sorrow. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  was  requested  to  extend  an 
invitation  to  the  Society  from  Dr.  W.  E.  Ward  to  attend  a  calis- 
thenic  drill  at  his  seminary  Wednesday  evening  from  7:30  to  8:30 
o'clock.  The  invitation  was  accepted.  Also,  that  the  resident 
members  of  the  Society  extended  to  the  visiting  members  an  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  Art  Exhibition  in  the  Watkios  Institute, 
after  the  above  drill,  from  8:30  to  10  o^clock.  Tickets  to  be  dis- 
tributed at  the  morning  session  of  the  Society. 

Visiting  members  were  also  complimented  with  visitor's  cards 
to  the  Hermitage  Club,  extended  by  members  of  the  Club  through 
Dr.  Fite. 

Dr.  Roberts,  of  Nashville,  moved  that  the  resolution,  passed 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  at  Chattanooga  last  year,  expelling 
Dr.  R.  J.  Hoyle,  of  Farmington,  for  irregular  practice,  be  recon- 
sidered, and  the  matter  referred  to  the  Judicial  Council.     Carried. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  till  8  o'clock. 

EVENING   SESSION. 

Quite  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  assembled  in  the  Hall 
of  Representative^  at  8  P.  M.,  to  hear  the  addresses  of  welcome 
from  the  representatives  of  the  State  and  city  government,  and 
the  annual  address  of  the  President  of  the  Society. 
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Shortly  after  8  o'clock  Dr.  Saunders,  President  of  the  Society, 
took  the  chair,  and  introduced  Gov.  Bate,  who  said  in  substance 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  I  am  in  a  very 
unusual  position — that  of  being  before  the  doctors.  I  am  here 
to  extend  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Society,  a  cordial  and  hearty 
welcome.  You  are  here  to  discuss  the  health  of  the  people  of 
this  State.  No  man  is  more  representative  than  the  physician. 
You  know  the  wants  of  the  people  better,  I  may  say,  than  any 
other  men  in  the  State.  Medical  men  are  men  of  culture.  You 
have  a  wonderful  moral  influence  and  responsibility  thrown  upon 
you.  Your  relations  to  society  are  different  from  those  of  other 
men.  Your  opportunities  for  good  and  evil  are  greater  than 
those  of  other  men,  from  the  fact  of  your  confidential  relations 
with  the  people  in  your  circle.  There  is  always  a  time  when  we 
call  you  in,  doctor,  and  cease  our  abuse  and  ridicule  of  the  quack 
and  his  practice.  You  in  a  measure  control  our  health.  Doctors 
contribute  to  our  health  and  health,  is  happiness.  In  politics,  in 
religion,  and  in  anything,  they  can  better  feel  the  public  pulse 
than  other  men.  Their  influence  is  potent.  My  purpose  to-night 
is  to  welcome  you.  You  are  here  to  do  good.  Coming  from  all 
points  of  the  State,  I  congratulate  you  on  your  meeting.  As  the 
flint  is  struck  by  the  steel,  and  flashes  forth  fire,  S3  thought 
clashes  with  thought  and  begets  idea?  which  permeate  your  body 
and  results  in  good  to  the  Stale.  Your  organization  is  fraught 
with  good  and  should  be  encouraged.  Enlarge  your  organiza- 
tion and  let  us  all  see  that  you  are  doing  good.  Look  at  the  en- 
croaching march  of  cholera.  This  question  demands  your  atten- 
tion and  that  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men  ol  this  country. 
I  have  great  confidence  in  the  moral  heroism  of  the  medical  men. 

In  conclusion  Gov.  Bate  said:  "  I  am  here  not  only  as  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  but  in  an  official  position  to  give  you  a  warm  aud 
cordial  welcome.  There  are  others  here  to  welcome  you — a 
member  of  the  city  government,  but  (glancing  at  the  piano)  I  see 
by  the  ladies*  smiles  you  will  have  other  tones  than  those  of  men/' 

Miss  Anna  Hall  Frizzell  theu  sang  the  "Song  of  the  Ball"  in 
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a  singularly  charming  manner.  In  response  to  a  hearty  encore 
Miss  Frizzell  sang  "  How  to  Ask  and  Have." 

Dr.  Saunders  next  introduced  Capt.  Jas.  T.  Bell,  who  appeared 
as  the  representative  of  the  city  government.     Capt.  Bell  said: 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Tennessee  Medi- 
cal Society :  I  find  myself  in  a  very  awkward  position.  The  boss 
doctor  of  the  city  was  suddenly  called  off  late  this  afternoon  and 
I  was  notified  to  appear  in  his  place,  and  here  I  am.  As  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  city  government,  I  give  you  a  hearty  greeting. 
Nashville  is  distinguished  for  medical  schools  and  for  a  large 
body  of  distinguished  medical  gentlemen.  You,  as  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  should  feel  proud  of  the  medical  schools  here. 
Nashville  may  be  said  to  be  on  a  little  boom  and  I  believe  it  is 
in  a  measure  due  to  the  medical  profession.  We  are  beginning 
to  show  a  sanitary  condition  here  that  we  have  never  had  before. 
This  has  been  brought  about  by  your  profession.  I  think  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  meet  in  annual  convention.  You  have  a. chance  of 
swapping  prescriptions.  He  referred  to  the  march  of  improve- 
ment. Spoke  of  the  base  ball,  and  said  Nashville  was  putting  on 
metropolitan  airs.  Has  a  base  ball  park.  Some  of  these  doctors 
might  have  a  chance  to  set  some  compound  fractures.  It  is  a 
good  thing  for  you  to  come  here.  Why,  if  I  lived  off  somewhere 
else,  I  would  like  to  come  here  to  see  all  these  pretty  women. 

But  I  will  not  detain  you;  as  an  humble  representative  of  the 
city  government  I  give  you  a  hearty  welcome.  We  are  always 
glad  to  have  you  come. 

Capt.  Bell's  address  was  followed  by  a  song,  *' Darling,"  from 
Miss  Emma  Johnson,  who  rendered  it  most  admirably.  For  an 
encore  Miss  Johnson  sang  "Barney  O'Hay." 

Dr.  Saunders,  President  of  the  Society,  was  then  introduced  by 
Dr.  C.  C.  Fite.  Dr.  Saunders  began  by  thanking  the  people  of 
Nashville  for  the  welcome  accorded  to  the  Society,  and  the  ladies 
for  their  music.  He  then  delivered  a  most  excellent  address, 
taking  for  his  subject  "The  Debt  We  Owe."  As  an  annual  ad- 
dress from  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Society,  it  was  timely,  ap- 
propriate and  in  every  way  one  of  the  best  annual  addresses  ever 
delivered  to  this  Society  in  its  more  than  a  half  century  of  exist- 
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enoe.  We  shall  not  attempt  even  a  synopsis  of  the  President's 
remarks,  his  address  will  appear  in  full  in  the  Transactions;  but 
we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  say  that  it  was  delivered  in  a  most 
graceful  and  eloquent  manner,  quite  fitting  the  ennobling  thoughts 
and  ideas  suggested. 

Dr.  Saunders  referred  to  the  different  parts  of  man — interest- 
ing studies  to  medical  men — and  said  that  the  study  of  minutia 
in  pathology  has  greatly  increased  the  labor  of  the  medical  man 
of  the  present  and  has  given  an  impetus  to  the  study  of  special- 
ties. 

Of  all  men  on  God's  green  earth,  he  said,  the  finished  and 
progressive  medical  man  should  be  the  highest  type  of  man  in 
mental  scope,  thorough  training,  analytical  power  and  profound 
knowledge  of  human  nature.  Have  you  paid  the  debt  you  owe 
such  a  profession,  or  are  you  bankrupt,  having  squandered  the 
brain  capital  which  you  at  the  start  promised  to  invest  in  the 
undertaking?  Self  and  sordid  gain  should  not  be  the  ''be  all 
and  end  all  '^  of  our  medical  existence. 

In  the  State  of  Tennessee  there  are  over  2,000  doctors  of  med- 
icine, and  yet  how  many  of  them  do  we  see  assembled  at  our 
State  meetings?  Only  a  few,  when  I  know  the  most  vigorous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  their  attendance.  There  are 
ninety-six  counties  in  the  State.  How  many  medical  societies 
are  there  in  working  trim?  Is  this  creditable  to  the  profession 
of  the  State?  Of  the  State  medical  journals  how  many  of  them 
contain  creditable  articles  from  the  pens  of  our  State  physicians? 
I  am  forced  to  admit,  painfully,  few.  The  great  misfortune  with 
medical  men  who  do  not  work,  is  the  loss  of  professional  pride 
and  interest.  They  lapse  into  the  purest  routineism,  and  get  so 
deep  into  the  rut  they  never  get  out.  The  habit  of  writing  for 
medioal  journals  generates  more  interest  in  our  studies,  and  one 
article  begets  another,  acting  as  a  leaven  to  leaven  the  whole  mass 
of  professional  observers.  Thore  is  a  great  want  of  thorough  or- 
ganization and  hearty  co-operation  in  our  State.  Without  con- 
cert of  action  thorough  organization  cannot  be  accomplished. 

Dr.  Saunders  then  suggested  the  organization  of  county  medi- 
cal societies,  and  thought  such  organizations  would   tend   to  in- 
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crease  medical  legislation.  Can  it  be,  he  said,  that  the  medical 
men  of  these  counties  are  averse  to  meeting  each  other  for  fear  of 
showing  how  little  they  know  of  their  profession  ?  I  take  the 
high  ground  that  we  belong  to  the  noblest  and  grandest  profes- 
sion the  wopld  ever  saw,  and  are  entitled  to,  and  should  demand 
a  proper  recognition  of  our  status  as  a  body  of  scientific  obser- 
ver:?, second  to  none.  I  appeal  to  history.  Look  along  the  med- 
ical line  from  Hippocrates  to  the  present,  with  its  mouldering 
monuments  of  fallen  greatness,  their  epitaphs  of  immortal  glory 
written  in  letters  of  living  light  across  the  dark  pages  of  human- 
ity's history,  and  feel  proud  of  a  profession  grown  hoary  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  duty,  when  true  moral  courage  and  un- 
flinching faith  of  the  highest  type  were  essential  to  withstand  the 
pressure. 

Dr.  Saunders  concluded  by  saying:  "Let  us  not  read  the 
Book  of  Life  as  the  Pagan  might  read  it,  but  rather  look  to  that 
endless  life  beyond  the  grave,  where  the  greatest  of  all  physi- 
cians, the  head  of  the  profession,  stands  ready  to  minister  to 
every  pain  and  ill  humanity  is  heir  to,  and  administer  that  true 
elixir  of  life,  with  its  train  of  perpetual  youth  and  eternal  hap- 
piness.'' 

Miss  Fanny  Dorman  then  sang  most  charmingly  a  Swiss  "  echo" 
song,  which  was  warmly  encored. 

The  audience  was  then  dismissed. 

SECOND  day's  session,  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  16tH. 

The  Society  was  oalled  to  order  by  the  President. 

Drs.  D.  A.  Walker,  of  Friendship,  J.  W.  Maddin,  Jr.,  of 
Nashville,  H.  T.  Campbell,  of  Lynville,  and  F.  G.  Clay,  of 
Thompson's  Station,  were  elected  members. 

Letters  were  read  from  Drs.  Murfree,  of  Murfreesboro,  aud  J. 
M.  Masters,  of  Knoxville,  regretting  that  they  could  not  be 
present. 

Dr.  Saunders  called  Vice-President  Dr.  A.  /.  Swaney  to  the 
chair,  and  made  a  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lieg- 
islation,  and  followed  with  some  remarks  in  regard  to  the  lack  of 
interest  shown  by  the  profession  in  regard  to  such  matters. 

Dr.  Roberts  spoke  in  opposition  to  legislative  enaclments  in 
regard  to  medical  matters. 
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Dr.  Thomas  Lipscomb  followed  in  an  able  argument  in  favor 
of  it.  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite,  Dr.  W.  M.  Vertrees  and  Dr.  Drake  also 
spoke  in  the  same  strain. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  on  motion,  received. 

Dr.  Van  S.  Lindsley  read  a  paper  on  "Mastoid  Disease/'  which 
was  discussed  by  Drs.  Powell  and  Wright. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Hogan,  of  Alabama,  being  present,  was  invited  to 
a  seat  as  a  visiting  member. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  of  Memphis,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  County  Medical  Organization,  made  a  report  in  regard  to  the 
efforts  of  his  committee. 

Dr.  Fite  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  ordered  printed, 
and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  extended  to  Dr.  Taylor  for 
his  able  and  conscientious  efforts  in  behalf  of  organization. 

Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley  said  he  desired  to  second  the  resolu- 
tion, for  if  every  member  of  the  Society  did  their  duty  as  well 
as  Dr.  Taylor  it  would  be  better  for  us. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Wright,  of  Clarksville,  then  read  a  paper  on  the 
"Therapeutic  Effect  of  the  Ligation  of  Large  Arteries.''  The 
paper  was  one  of  more  than  ordinary  value  and  was  ordered 
published. 

Dr.  Saunders  invited  the  Society  to  meet  in  Memphis  next 
year.     Accepted. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  next  order  of  business 
was  the  election  of  officers,  and  that  nominations  for  President 
were  in  order. 

Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts  nominated  Dr.  Thos.  L.  Maddin. 

Dr.  Powell  nominated  Dr.  J.  D.  Plunket. 

Dr.  Plunket  asked  to  withdraw  his  name,  which  was  allowed, 
and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  by  a  unanimous  vote  to  cast  the 
ballot  of  the  Society  for  Dr.  Maddin. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  2:30  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Society  met  at  2:30  P.  M.,  Dr.  T.  L.  Maddin  in  the  chair, 
the  election  of  officers  continued.  Dr.  S.  T.  Hardison,  of  Mar- 
shall county.  Dr.  J.  E.  Black,  of  Memphis,  and  Dr.  G.  W.  Drake, 
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of  Chattanooga,  were  elected  Vice-Presidents,  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite 
was  re-elected  Secretary  and  Dr.  Deering  J.  Robefts,  Treasurer. 

The  Judicial  Council  not  having  had  a  quorum  to  act  on  the 
case  of  Dr.  Hoyle,  of  Farmlngton,  the  Secretary  asked  and  ob- 
tained unanimous  consent  to  move  that  there  be  an  article  added 
to  the  Constitution  providing  that  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum  of 
the  Council,  the  President  be  authorized  to  fill  the  vacancy  tem- 
porarily. Carried.  And  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary,  Drs. 
N.  D.  Richardson  and  J.  D.  Plunket  were  appointed  to  sit  with 
Dr.  W.  F.  Glenn. 

The  Council  retired  to  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
and  heard  the  statement  of  both  sides,  and  reported  that  it  was 
agreed  by  all  parties  concerned  that  Dr.  Hoyle  be  suspended  for 
twelve  months. 

This  report  of  the  Council  was  received  and  adopted. 

Dr.  Taylor  offered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  medical  organiza- 
tion, which  was  adopted,  and  by  a  vote  he  was  made  Chairman 
of  a  committee  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley  offered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the 
"  Index  Medicus,^'  which  was  adopted. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Swaney  then  read  a  valuable  paper  on  "  Cerebral 
Embolism,^'  which  was  discussed  by  Dr.  T.  L,  Maddin. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Washington  offered  a  resolution  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due  and  are  ten- 
dered to  the  young  ladies.  Miss  Anna  Hall  Frizzell,  Miss  £mma 
Johnson  and  Miss  Fannie  Dorman,  for  their  kindness  in  singing 
Tuesday  night,  and  that  Nashville  is  to  be  congratulated  in  hav- 
ing such  songsters  in  her  midst.     Unanimously  adopted. 

A  resolution,  was  adopted  instructing  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee to  comply  with  the  law,  and  drop  names  of  members  in 
arrears. 

Also  one  memorializing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
place  the  cr  ntingent  epidemic  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  National 
Board  of  Health. 

Dr.  Sharber,  of  Spring  Hill,  then  read  a  short  clinical  paper, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committed. 
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The  Society  adjourned  at  6  p.  m.  to  meet  next  morning  at  9:30 
o'clock. 

The  members  of  the  Society  assembled  in  the  chapel  at  Ward's 
Seminary  at  7:30  p.  M.,  and  after  a  welcome  from  Dr.  Ward, 
witnessed  a  calisthenic  drill  with  dumb  bells,  by  the  infant  class. 
Miss  Ella  Longwood,  of  Alabama^  then  sang  with  excellent  effect 
"Kathleen  Mavourneen." 

There  was  then  a  drill  with  wands.  This  was  followed  by  the 
"  Wordless  Poem." 

This  is  a  drill  in  which  the  passions: — Expectation,  affection, 
anger,  sorrow,  joy,  fear,  religious  devotion  and  farewell  are  each 
indicated  by  expressive  attitudes. 

After  the  exercises  were  over  the  members  of  the  Society 
passed  a  pleasant  hour  at  the  art  rooms  in  Watkins  Institute. 

THIRD  day's  session,  THURSDAY,  APRIL  16tH. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M.,  by  the  President, 
Dr.  Thomas  L.  Maddin, 

A  communication  from  the  Association  of  Medical  Insane 
Superintendents  was  read  in  regard  to  the  importation  of  what  is 
known  as  the  "defective  'classes,^'  and  the  Society  by  a  vote  in- 
dorsed their  action,  wh'ch  was  to  advise  against  receiving  the  in- 
sane criminal  and  pauper  foreign  classes. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  Michael  Campbell,  Sup- 
erintendent of  the  East  Tennessee  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  giving 
a  sketch  of  that  institution  and  also  the  general  question  of  caring 
for  the  insane  in  the  State. 

The  Secretary  presented  and  read  a  paper  by  Dr.  R.  F.  Evans, 
of  Shelbyville,  on  "Malarial-Remittent  Fever."  The  ))aper, 
which  was  an  able  one,  was  elaborately  discussed  by  Drs.  D.  D. 
Saunders,  O.  H.  Menees,  C.  C.  Fite,  Thos.  L.  Maddin,  J.  W. 
Drake,  A.  J.  Swaney,  and  others,  after  which,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Publication  Committee,  with  instructions  to  publish. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Penn,  of  Humboldt,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Cause 
of  Cholera,"  in  which  he  took  the  position  that  people  who  used 
freestone  or  cistern  water  never  had  cholera. 

Dr.  Thos.  L.  Maddin  said  that  the  position  was  well  taken,  for 
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the  experience  of  Nashville  showed  that  it  was  true.  In  Nash- 
ville people  died  by  the  hundred,  but  in  Edgefield  there  was  no 
deaths.  On  this  side  we  use  the  limestone  water  of  the  Cumber- 
land ;  in  Edgefield  they  use  cistern  water.  He  said  he  was  con- 
vinced that  any  one  who  used  cistern  water  alone  would  not  have 
cholera.  In  1866  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  then  stated  that  if  we  had  a  supply  of  pure  water  we  would 
not  have  cholera.  It  always  visits  Nashville — our  water  is  filthy ; 
it  is  now  taken  from  a  point  where  there  is  drainage  from  the 
city.  We  get  about  .one-third  of  our  own  sewerage  and  the  bad 
waters  of  Mill  Creek  and  Stones  River.  It  we  can  get  our 
water  from  above  Stones  River  we  will  have  pure  water.  All 
wells  and  springs  about  a  city  are  impure.  In  our  geological 
formation  they  are  of  necessity  contaminated. 

Dr.  Sharber,  of  Spring  Hill,  and  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve  then  ex- 
hibited and  discussed  some  pathological  specimens,  the  didcussion 
being  engaged  in  by  several  speakers.  The  first  specimen  was 
one  of  Extra-Uterine  Foetation,  the  mother  dying  29  years  after 
conception.  The  foetus  being  apparently  about  the  eighth  month 
of  development.  The  other  was  a  case  of  monstrosity,  a  foetus 
with  two  heads,  four  arms,  one  body  or  trunk  and  three  legs. 
Both  specimens  are  in  the  Pathological  Museum  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Murfree,  of  Murfreesboro, 
and  a  telegram  from  Dr.  John  H.  Blankenship,  of  Maryville. 

A  paper  from  Dr.  J.  T.  Happel,  of  Trenton,  was  presented.    . 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Dr.  Van  S.  Lindsley  for 
members  of  the  Society  to  witness  an  operation  for  cataract  at 
his  ofiBce.     Accepted. 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  thanking  Dr.  Ward  for 
the  calisthenic  drill  at  Ward's  Seminary  yesterday  evening,  also 
to  the  physicians  of  Nashville  for  the  visit  to  the  Art  Associa- 
tion Exhibit,  and  to  the  railroads  for  reduced  rates. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  members  be  appointed  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  as  to  the  existence  of 
such  a  Fever  as  Typho-Malarial,  and  that  Drs.  D.  D.  Saunders 
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and  O.  H.  Menees,  be  appointed  on  the  committee  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  each  selecting  an  associate  member. 

Dr.  Saunders  moved,  and  it  was  adopted,  that  Dr.  Deering  J. 
Roberts  be  added  to  the  committee  as  chairman. 

The  following  members  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  which  meets  in  New  Orleans  on  the 
28th  of  April : 

N.  F.  Raines,  White  Haven;  Will  D.  Somers,  Colliersville; 
Van  S.  Lindsley,  Nashville;  R.  F.  Keys,  Eagleville;  C.C.  Frost, 
Nashville;  F.  B.  Sloan,  Cowan;  W.  F.  Clary,  Bellbuckle;  R.  F. 
Evans,  Shelby ville;  D.  D.  Saunders,  Memphis;  W.  B.  Rogers, 
Memphis;  W.  Harris,  Somerville;  Duncan  Eve,  Nashville;  J. 
W.  Sharber,  Spring  Hill;  W.  R.  Townsend;  South  Pittsburg,  T. 
K.  Powell,  Dancyville;  Deering  J.  Roberts,  Nashville;  W.  M. 
Vertrees,  Nashville;  J.  H.  Washington,  Murfreesboro;  J.  E. 
Black,  Memphis ;  A.  J.  Swaney,  Castalian  Springs;  A.  J.  Walker, 
Friendship;  A.  B.  Tadlock,  KnoxviUe;  T.  J.  Happel,  Trenton, 
J.  B.  W.Nowlin,  Nashville;  W.  F.  Glenn,  Nashville;  A.  J. 
Weldon,  Paris  Landing;  W.  D.  Haggard,  Nashville;  W.  H. 
Whittemore,  Haleys;  W.  W.  Taylor,  Memphis;  J.  W.  Maddin, 
Jr.,  Nashville;  J.  F.  Grant,  Nashville;  C.  S.  Briggs,  Nashville; 
O.  H.  Menees,  Nashville;  D.  F.  Wright,  Clarksville;  D.  E. 
Nelson,  Chattanooga;  J.  B.  Murfree,  Murfreesboro;  G.  W, 
Drake,  Chattanooga;  W.  P.  Jones,  Nashville;  G.  W.  Williamson, 
Nashville. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed: 

Committee  of  Arrangements. — D.  D.  Saunders,  Chairman,  G.  B. 
Thornton,  G.  W.  Overall,  W.  B.  Winston,  W.  E.  Rogers,  Mem- 
phis. 

Committee  on  Credentials. — G.  B.  Thornton,  Chairman,  Mem- 
phis; J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  Nashville;  A.  B.  Tadlock,  Knox  ville. 

Committee  on  Necrology. — Thomas  Lipscomb,  Chairman,  Shel- 
byville;  Thomas  Menees,  Nashville;  F.  Bogart,  Sweetwater;  R. 
W.  Mitchell,  Memphis;  J.  M.  Boyd,  Knoxville. 

Committee  of  Publication. — C.  C.  Fite,  Chairman,  Nashville, 
T.  A.  Atchison,  C.  S.  Briggs,  J.  H.  Callender,  Deering  J.  Rob- 
erts, Nashville. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Memphis  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April,  1886. 
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Normal  Liquids. — As  loi»g  as  physicians  contiuue  to  depend 
mainly  upon  vegetable  drugs  as  therapeutic  agents^  and  to  em- 
ploy them  in  the  form  of  the  time-honored  galenical  preparations, 
there  must  enter  into  all  the  results  oi  their  prescribing  a  certain 
element  of  chance,  which,  however  delightful  as  affording  a  spice 
of  variety  to  professional  experiences,  must  be  confusing  to  the 
logical  faculty  if  we  prescribe  on  the  hypothesis  that  a  definite 
cause,  in  therapeutics,  will  produce  a  definite  and  invariable 
result.  Many  of  the  most  influential  teachers  of  practical  medi- 
cine, in  the  past,  have  maintained  that  medicine  must  be  studied 
purely  as  an  empirical  art;  the  complicated  conditions  under 
which  medicine's  must  act  precluding  the  possibility  of  any 
science  of  medication.  To  a  certain  extent  they  were  right. 
The  modifying  influences  of  idiosyncrasy  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  and  of  diseased  conditions  rendering  necessary  a  constant 
exercise  of  the  faculties  of  observation  and  judgment.  The 
routinist  constantly  fails  because  he  neglects  this  most  important 
part  of  his  training. 

A.  curious  deduction  seems  to  have  been  drawn  from  this  ne- 
cessity of  employing  remedies  skilfully.  It  is  that  it  does  not 
matter  so  much,  since  the  physician  in  any  case  must  feel  his  way 
as  it  were  in  the  use  of  any  remedy,  whether  the  medicine  itself 
is  an  agent  capable  of  producing,  qualitatively  and  quantitatively 
definite  effects.  To  iis  an  exactly  opposite  conclusion  seems  the 
only  one  that  should  be  deduced  in  the  premises.  If  the  consti- 
tution of  the  patient  introduces  of  necessity  a  variability  in  all  our 
clinical  observations,  it  is  all  the  more  esf>ential,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  that  there  should  be  in  the  therapeutic  agent  itself  the 
greatest  possible  constancy  of  action.  Physicians  are  growing 
more  and  more  partial  to  the  use  of  the  definite  active  principles 
in  place  of  crude  drugs,  not  alone  because  they  are  less  bulky 
and  more  convenient  for  administration,  but  because  their  action 
can  be  calculated  with  reasonable  certainty  in  a  given  case. 

Tinctures,  fluid  extracts,  wines  and  syrups  made  from  crude 
drugs  according  to  the  formulae  of  the  pharmacopoeias,  vary 
greatly  in  strength,  because  of  the  variability— of  the  crude  drug 
itself  with  regard  to,  and  in  the  proportion  of  its  active  constituents. 
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At' the  same  time  this  class  of  preparations  possess  some  impor- 
tant advantages  in  that  they  present  us  with  the  particular 
grouping  of  active  constituents  which  exists  in  the  drug  itself, 
and  upon  which  our  clinical  experience  of  its  efficiency  has  been 
chiefly  or  wholly  founded. 

A  new  class  of  preparations  has  been  introduced  by  the  enter- 
prising manufacturers,  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  to  which  they  give 
the  name  of  Normal  Liquids, — which  are  identical  with  fluid  ex- 
tracts .in  all  respects,  except  that  their  strength  is  carefully  ad- 
justed by  assay  to  an  absolute  standard  of  strength.  The  stand- 
ards of  strength  adopted  are  those  of  a  drug  of  good  average 
quality,  so  that  the  dose  of  the  normal  liquid  is  strictly  that 
which  the  best  authorities  state  as  that  of  the  crude  drug.  Thi^ 
unquestionably  is  an  important  step  in  advance  in  galenical 
pharmacy,  and  the  character  of  the  firm  from  which  these  goods 
emanate,  leads  us  to  expect  that  we  shall  find  these  assayed  fluids 
a  valuable  aid  in  scientific  prescribing.  The  name,  normal  liq- 
uids, we  learn  is  not  protected  by  any  copyright,  and  each  bottle, 
bears  a  statement  of  the  alkaloidal  strength  to  which  its  contents 
are  adjusted.  We  trust  the  liberal  and  scientific  spirit  in  which 
these  products  are  offered  to  the  profession  will  insure  them  the 
welcome  they  seem  to  deserve. 


Maltine. — In  regard  to  the  diastatic  value  of  Maltine,  Dr. 
J.  Milner  Futhergill  says: 

"Then  again,  in  order  to  aid  the  defective  action  upon  starch 
by  the  natural  diastase  being  deficient  in  quantity  or  impaired  in 
power,  we  add  the  artificial  diastase.'' 

*f  The  action  of  the  saliva  upon  the  starch  is  to  quickly  convert 
it  into  sugar.  Consequently,  as  sugar  is  soluble,  this  leaves  the 
nitrogenized  portion  of  the  flour  to  be  readily  acted  upon  in  the 
stomach.  When  the  saliva  is  defective  in  an  infant,  or  at  least 
insufficient  to  produce  the  conversion  of  starch  into  sugar,  it  is 
now  customary  to  give  the  infant  Maltine.  Maltine  is  a  sweet, 
molasses  sort  of  thing,  which  can  be  added  to  the  haby's  food  a 
brief  period  before  it  has  to  be  taken,  for  the  conversion  is  quick. 
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The  st&rch  being  thus  largely  couveiied  into  sugar,  the  digestive 
act  in  the  stomach  goes  on  without  painful  efforts.  The  treat- 
ment of  dyspepsia  in  adults  is  carried  out  in  precisely  the  same 
manner,  and  baby's  food  and  Maltine  are  equally  good  for  them. 

Goodwyn's  Compound  Syrup  of  Hypophosphites. — The 
formula  of  the  above  preparation,  as  it  appears  in  an  advertise- 
ment in  this  Journal,  must  strike  every  intelligent  physician  with 
favor.  This  addition  of  a  minute  quantity  of  arsenic  and  stry- 
chnia with  pepsin,  to  the  other  standard  ingredients  of  the 
Hypophosphite  combinations,  is  certainly  a  happy  conception, 
and  gives  to  the  preparation  a  wide  therapeutical  application. 
We  commend  the  article  to  our  readers,  as  one  well  conceived, 
neatly  put  up,  and  by  pharmacists  worthy  of  the  confidence  of 
the  profession. 

The  Anglo  Swiss  Milk  Food  is  intended  to  take  the  place 
of  condensed  milk,  whenever  the  use  of  it  has  been  partially  or 
fully  discontinued,  say  from  the  age  of  four  months.  The  supe- 
riority claimed  for  this  food  over  any  other  farinaceous  food  is 
that  the  former  is  so  prepared  that  when  gradually  heated  with 
water,  according  to  the  directions  for  use,  the  starch  contained  in 
the  materials  used,  and  which  in  its  individual  character  is 
highly  detrimental  to  digestion,  is  converted  in  a  satisfactory  de- 
gree into  soluble  and  easily-digestible  dextrine  and  sugar. 

•  ^  • 

Lactopeptine. — As  this  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  trou- 
bles of  the  alimentary  canal  are  the  most  prevalent  among  young 
children,  we  deem  it  opportune  to  suggest  the  advantage  of  aid- 
ing the  natural  digestive  powers  of  the  little'  weaklings.  Lacto- 
peptine preparations  are  designed  to  fulfill  this  purpose,  and  it 
has  the  highest  praise  of  those  who  have  tri^d  it. — New  Orleans 
Medical  and  /Surgical  Journal. 


ToNGALiNE. — I  am  well  pleased  with  the  results  of  Tongaline, 
and  regard  it  as  an  excellent  preparation. 

Beech  Grove,  Tenn.,  July  23,  '88.         W.  M.  Hoover,  M.  D. 


Celebina  in  doses  of  a  fluid  drachm  three  times  a  day,  des- 
troys tde  craving  for  alcoholic  liquors. 
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LYCURGU8  AND  HIPPOCRATES.* 

Oan  Quackery^  in  or  out  of  Our  Profession^  be  Suppressed,  by 
Legislative  Enactments. 


BY 

Q.   C.   SMITH,   M.  D.,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 


It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that  we  presume  to  further  test 
your  patience  with  remarks  concerning  this  much  hackneyed 
subject.  And  did  not  a  consciousness  of  a  high  sense  of  duty, 
both  to  ourselves  as  promoters  of  free  honorable  scientific  medi- 
cine, and  the  general  weal  of  public  interests,  impel  us  to  raise 
our  voice  in  opposition  to  the  clamoring  tide,  we  would  certainly 
remain  silent. 

*Bead  before  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  April  1885. 
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Just  here,  permit  us  to  note  a  well  known  fact,  but  which 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  some  medical  writers :  that 
State  Medidney  in  a  true  and  proper  sense,  does  not  include  in  its 
legitimate  domain,  the  consideration  of  legislative  enactments  in- 
tended to  control  the  practice  of  medicine. 

Lycurgns  would  have  us  believe  that  legislators  and  other  civil 
law  makers  were  little  less  than  gods,  while  the  balance  of  man- 
kind were  at  best  mere  imbeciles,  hence  he  would  enslave  all 
other  classes  of  citizens  to  politicians, — as  a  class,  the  most  venal 
and  corrupt  in  all  ages  and  countiies. 

'Tis  plain  that  under  such  a  regime  the  devotee  of  science  could 
exist  only  as  a  contemptible  fawning  sychophant.  On  the  other 
hand,  Hippocrates  taught  that  science,  in  any  and  all  its  branches 
flourished  only  when  left  untrammelled  by  legal  hampering8,free 
to  work  out  its  own  grand  mission  of  ever  increasing  benificence, 
doing  good  for  all,  working  harm  to  none.  And  the  beautiful 
teachings  of  the  wise  Coan  sage,  are  as  true  and  applicable  to-day, 
as  when  our  noble  exemplar  laid  deep  and  wide  the  enduring 
principles  of  free  scientific  medicine. 

Fellow  laborers,  can  we  do  better  for  ourselves,  or  more  surely 
promote  the  best  and  highest  interests  of  those  whom  we  profess 
to  honestly  serve,  than  to  faithfully  follow  in  our  revered  father's 
honored  footsteps? 

And,  although  we  have  heretofore  faithfully  and  loyally  labored 
with  our  fellows,  in  pursuance  of  such  lines  of  policy  as  the 
majority  dictated,  yet  we  must  say,  in  justice  to  ourself,  that  our 
Own  judgement  has  long  differed  from  the  views  held  by  those 
of  our  professional  brethren,  who  seem  to  think,  that  if  legitimate 
scientific  medicine  is  to  flourish,  and  honorable  physicians  get  an 
honest  living,  we  must  seek  higher  legal  recognition  as  a  profes- 
sion, and  more  secure  legislative  protection  as  individual  practi- 
tioners. Now  we  cannot  doubt,  for  a  moment,  the  honesty  or 
hieh  honor  of  any  professional  brother  who  has  led  or  joined  in 
the  oft-repeated  appeal  to  legislative  bodies  for  more  secure 
guarantees  for  individual  practitioners  of  our  profession,  or  a 
greater  degree  ot  protection  against  incompet»'ncy  and  imposition 
for  the  people  at  large.     But  we  certainly  do  doubt  the  wisdom 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. — SMITH.  255 

of  such  policy.  And  the  doubt  just  expressed  is  but  the  echo  of 
the  voice  of  all  the  ages,  even  down  to  this  present  momentous 
occasion,  made  audible  by  the  imperishable  utterances  of  the 
greatest  philosophers  of  all  times,  peoples  and  countries. 

For  the  pages  of  history  are  luminous  with  evidence  that  in- 
dubitably proves,  that  the  more  that  honorable  scientific  medicine, 
or  science  as  a  whole,  or  any  of  its  branches,  are  hedged  about 
with  so-called  royal  or  legislative  protection,  the  more  it  becomes 
circumscribed  in  its  capablities,  hampered  and  curtailed  in  its 
beneficent  functions,  dwarfed  in  its  energies,  shorn  of  its  glories, 
and  often  most  cruelly  humiliated  by  the  misguided  zeal  of  her 
own  children.  For  the  so-called  protection  of  honorable  medi- 
cine, be  it  from  royal  signet  or  legislative  seal,  has  ever  resulted 
in  oppressing,  fettering  and  degrading  honorable  physicians,  and 
in  giving  legal  license  and  increased  influence  and  respectability 
to  the  worst  class  of  quacks  and  charlatans,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  profession. 

For  proof  of  the  foregoing  statements,  which  to  some  may 
appear  unwarranted,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  blighting  and 
ruinous  effects  produced  by  the  so-called  protective  policy  that 
characterized  those  epochs  of  the  world,  when  the  mercenary 
harlot,  politics,  with  bayonet  power,  captured  white-robed  science 
and  forced  her  into  most  unholy  prostitution,  for  the  sensual 
gratification  of  her  avaricious  dissolute  masters.  For  three  times 
in  the  history  of  the  world  has  this  baneful  experiment  been 
tried  :  In  the  ages  of  Augustus  C«esar,  just  preceding  the  chris- 
tian era;  Leo  X,  pope  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century; 
and  Louis  XIV,  King  of  France  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth and  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  centuries;  and  the  ulti- 
mate results  in  each  case  were  extremely  disastrous  to  science. 
We  will  not  weary  you  by  going  over  the  details  of  the  perni- 
cious effects  that  resulted  as  a  consequence  of  the  enslaving  alli- 
ance of  science  with  politics  during,  and  immediately  following 
these  so-called  protective  epochs;  but  suffice  it  to  say,  that  in 
each  instance  political  classes  became  very  powerful  and  domi- 
neering, and  scientific  classes  became  very  weak  and  subservient, 
for  ihe  ever-prevailing  reason  that  the  class  who  are  empowered 
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to  dispense  patronage  were  mighty  in  the  land^  while  scientific 
(save  the  mark),  suppliants,  became  weaker  and  more  servile  and 
sychophantic  for  eating  beggar's  musty  crumbs. 

But  we  hear  impatient  impetuous  young  medico-legal  physic, 
contemptuously  vocfierate  I  What  did  those  hoary  ancients  know 
of  these  great  United  States,  much  less  of  the  affairs  of  our  grand 
empire  Texas? 

In  reply,  bear  with  us  while  we  briefly  refer  to  the  effects  of 
the  medico-political  alliances  and  complications  of  our  own  times, 
and  in  our  own  country.  The  celebrated  philosopher  Huxley, 
who  has  investigated  the  subject  under  consideration  most  pro- 
foundly, tells  us  in  a  recent  lecture,  that,  scientific  medicine  has 
progressed  in  development,  both  morally  and  intellectually,  and 
advanced  in  usefulness  in  England,  not  by  the  fostering  assist- 
ance of  civil  enactments  or  political  affiliations,  but  that  Hippo- 
crates, has  successfully  marched  from  many  well  fought  fields  to 
greater  victories,  in  spite  of  the  presumptions  hamperings  and 
harrassments  of  officious  Lycurgus. 

Again :  Hark  to  the  grand  old  veteran  Robert  Barnes,  the 
venerable  champion  of  free  medicine  in  metropolitan  London,  as 
he  sends  up  cheers  of  defiance,  while  nobly  battling  against  fear- 
ful odds,  for  the  most  sacred  interests  of  his  beloved  profession. 
His  recent  able  and  eloquent  appeal  to  all  true  lovers  of  free 
scientific  medicine,  is  intensely  suggestive  and  interesting,  espec- 
ially to  Americans,  to  whose  country  he  confidently  looks  for 
example,  sympathy  and  support.  (See  his  appeal  in  April  num- 
ber, 1885,  American  Journal  Obstetrics).  But  to  come  home: 
Fifty  years  ago,  Drake,  the  greatest  medical  philosopher  this 
great  country  has  ever  produced — and  who  gave  years  of  the 
gold-bearing  period  of  his  valuable  life  (without  fee  or  reward), 
laboring  to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  State  medicine 
in  the  "  Great  Interior  Valley  of  North  America,"  and  mapped 
out  vast  fields  of  sanitary  labor  for  coming  generations  of  phy- 
sicians— said  :  "  More  than  half  the  States  of  the  Union,  have 
laws  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine;  but  I  am  by  no  means 
convinced,  that  they  have  ever  done  any  real  good  to  the  profes- 
sion or  society. 
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New  York  and  Ohio  have  such  laws.  Virginia  andJKentucky 
have  none.  It  remains  to  be  shown  whether  the  profession  in  the 
two  former  is  more  respectable  than  in  the  two  latter.  I  am 
disposed  to  believe  not/'  And  does  not  the  history  of  legislative 
enactments  concerning  the  practice  of  medicine  in  our  own  coun- 
try from  the  days  of  Drake  even  down  to  the  present  hour,  con- 
firm the  correctness  of  his  opinions? 

Again  :  Hear  the  warning  admonitions  of  the  venerable  sage 
of  Swallow-Barn,  the  illustrious  founder  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Nashville,  whose  trenchant  pen  and 
glowing  eloquence  for  more  than  half  a  century  have  led  the 
faithful  hosts  who  battle  for  the  c.earest  rights  and  noblest  prin- 
ciples cherished  by  free  born  men — free  religion,  free  education, 
free  medicine,  and  free  constitutional  government — he  says: 
'^  Medicine  and  things  Medical  belong  to  Medical  Men.'' 

Take  the  elaborate  iron-clad  medico-legal  enactments  of  the  great 
State  of  Illinois,  and  compare  the  standing  of  her  physicians  and 
the  condition  of  her  citizens  with  those  of  unprotected  free  med- 
icine States,  like  Indiana,  Tennessee,  Rhode  Island,  Massachu- 
setts and  others,  and  do  we  not  find  that  the  so-called  elevative 
and  protective  laws  utterly  fail  to  elevate  the  profession  or  protect 
the  people?  For  confirmation  of  these  assertions,  f-ee  late  copies 
of  medical  journals  from  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  other  well 
'*  regulated  and  protected''  States. 

Late  intelligence  from  California — whose  physicians,  since  the 
American  occupation,  have  certainly  been,  and  are,  the  peers  of 
those  in  any  State  of  our  Union — tells  us  her  laws  enacted  to 
regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  suppress  quackery  and  elevate 
the  profession,  are  a  mortifying  failure,  notwithstanding  the 
splendid  array  of  medical  and  legal  talent,  and  ample  funds, 
(furnished  from  the  pockets  of  the  members  of  her  State  Medical 
Society),  that  have  been  for  quite  a  number  of  years  perseveringly 
brought  to  bear  toward  the  enforcement  of  said  laws. 

In  contemplating  said  failure,  the  learned  editor  of  the  Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (himself  a  staunch  advocate  of 
such  laws)  in  a  recent  communication  despairingly  says:  '^The 
physicians  (of  Cal.)  have  done  their  part,  and  it  only  remains 
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for  the  people  to  inflict  the  legalized  punishment  upon  the  hun- 
dreds of  unlicensed  and  incompetent  pretenders  who  are  dealing 
death  and  destruction  among  the  sick  of  this  city.  And  yet  it  is 
a  notorious  fact  that  juries  will  not  convict  such  offenders,  even 
though  they  be  the  lowest  Chinese  charlatans/'  This  complain- 
ing wail,  and  humiliating  acknowledgement,  is  but  a  precise  and 
full  confirmation  of  what  we  predicted,  yea  even  demonstrated  at 
our  own  private  expense  in  the  Golden  State,  years  ago.  And  is 
it  not  plain  that  the  juries  of  Texas — or  any  ot  the  States — 
would,  under  similar  circumstances,  follow  the  same  course  as 
those  of  California? 

And  it  will  be  a  portentiously  dark  day  for  the  most  sacred 
privileges  of  a  free-born  people,  and  the  weal  of  free  scientific 
medicine,  when  her  faithful  devotees — the  true  friends  of  the 
people — shall  be  fettered  hand  and  foot,  and  mercilessly  bound  to 
the  degrading  political  juggernaut,  and  by  beastly  debased  ward 
politicians  and  time-serving  venal  lobbyists, driven  as  sheep  to  do 
the  biddinc;  of  their  corrupt  and  corrupting  masters. 

For  the  people  it  will  be  a  md  day  when  any  profession  has  the 
world  all  their  own  way.  No  my  friends,  you  cannot  suppress 
the  quack,  or  elevate  the  practitioner  that  needs  elevating,  by 
legislative  enactments;  for  they  find  place  and  favor  in  all  pro- 
fessions and  avocations,  and  are  simply  an  outgrowth  of  human 
corruption,  and  doubtless  will  be  found  in  all  human  institutions 
this  side  of  the  millenium. 

We  see  the  quack  standing  on  a  goods  box  at  some  street  cor- 
ner in  Boston,  Chicago,  or  Houston — in  " pi otected and  elevated'', 
and  in  free  medicine  States  alike, — surrounded  by  the  great  un- 
washed pouring  forth  his  jargon  of  incoherent  gibberish,  or 
ostentatiously  driving  furiously  around  in  gilded  chariot  drawn 
by  a  span  of  matchless  horses,  peddling  his  gaudy  appearance, 
pompous  pretentions,  and  but  little  else,  or  sanctimoniously 
sneaking  from  house  to  bouse,  cunningly  defaming  his  betters 
with  faint  praise,  (so  well  suited  for  damning),  or  by  artful 
innuendo,  spiced  with  well  feigned  confidential  affability,  relates 
the  sad  taking-off  of  recent  decedents,  (none  of  whom  were  pa- 
tients of  his  I) ;  and  in  many  other  varied  forms  may  this  chame- 
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leon-like  being  be  seen,  for  he  is  a  wonderful  animal,  withstand- 
ing all  climates  and  forms  of  government,  developing  best  in 
quasi-refined  society,  but  flourishing  apace  when  "  protected  and 
regulated,"  for  like  the  briars  of  the  neglected  potters  field,  he  will, 
in  many  cases  die  out  if  lefl  s<*verely  alone.  And  in  regard  to 
the  matter  of  honorable  physicians  using  their  professional  influ- 
ence at  home  to  get  political  place  and  power,  or  assisting  in 
lobbying  a  bill  through  the  legislature,  it  seems  to  us  that  they, 
in  so  doing,  must  most  foully  smirch  the  fair  habiliments  of  hon- 
orable medicine.  And  such  a  course  appears  more  reprehensible 
still,  when  we  consider  that  the  results  of  such  detestable  action 
are  far  worse  than  a  nullity.  Of  course  we  refer  to  characters, 
not  to  individuals. 

But  notwithstanding  all  we  have  said  against  the  alliance  of 
politics  and  medicine,  we  would  not  have  physicians,  either  indi- 
vidually or  as  a  collective  representative  body,  to  idly  sit  with 
folded  arms,  stoli5l  spectators  of  the  monstrous  impositions  that 
are  daily  being  perpetrated  upon  our  unfortunate  fellow  citizens, 
— whether  the  imposters  be  "  regular,  legal  and  protected,'^  or 
not — and  regardless  of  the  fact  whether  or  not  said  unfortunates 
were  the  active  or  passive  agents  in  the  cause  of  their  own  injury 
or  ruin.  For  we  are  strongly  persuaded  that  much  of  the  want 
of  confidence  that  the  common  public  manifest  toward  regular 
medicine,  is  but  the  legitimate  result  of  the  errors  of  policy  or 
practice  heretofore  carried  out  by  so-called  regular  practitioners. 
For  it  is  only  the  live  intelligent,  working,  honorable,  devoted 
physician  whose  greatest  pleasure  consists  in  perfecting  himself 
in  the  various  resources  of  the  healing  art,  who  scorns  vile  tricks 
of  venal  imposters  of  every  shade  and  class,  who  lives,  morally, 
above  all  written  "  ethical  codes  "  and  legal  chains,  whose  chiefest 
delight  is  found  in  ceaseless  effort  to  relieve  or  prevent  the  great- 
est possible  amount  of  human  suffering.  Such  a  physician  is  the 
only  true  faithful  representative  of  free  honorable  scientific  med- 
icine, or  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER * 


BY 
CHARLES   P.   MCNABB,   M.   D.,   GAMBLE'S  STORE,  TENN. 


Gentlemen — In  presenting  the  subject  of  typhoid  fever  to 
you  to  day,  I  do  not  come  with  any  newly  discovered  facts,  nor 
have  I  untried  theories  of  my  own  to  oflfer,  but  will  ask  your 
indulgence  if  I  shall  have  to  refer  to  clinical  experience  in  dis- 
cussing some  points  that  I  will  have  to  notice  in  yonr  presence. 
Some  months  since  I  read  before  this  Society  an  essay  on  the 
subject  of  typho-malarial  fever  (so  called),  in  which  I  gave  as 
described  in  the  books,  a  history  of  the  pathological  peculiarities 
of  that  disease,  and  having  had  larger  clinical  experience  in  this 
form  of  fever, and  examined  more  carefully  the  recent  text  books, 
as  also  the  monumental  work  of  the  illustrious  Daniel  Drake,  I 
have  "eaymewced  a  change  of  heart/'  and  must  now  confess  to 
you  that  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  such  disease  as  typho-malarial 
fever.  And  that  the  anatomical  changes  ascribed  to  that  disease, 
differ  from  the  same  changes  in  true  typhoid  only  in  degree,  in 
short,  it  is  a  distinction  without  a  difference. 

Thus,  Woodward  claimed  that  the  structural  changes  in  his 
new  discovery  were  unlike  those  of  typhoid,  inasmuch  as  where 
the  typhoid  ulcer  arose  abruptly  from  the  surrounding  mucous 
membrane  in  such  manner  as  to  have  a  constricted  base,  likened 
by  Bokitansky  to  flattened  sessile  fungi,  in  typho-malarial  the 
tumefaction  arose  gradually  from  the  surrounding  structures,  and 
had  a  "characteristic  undermining *'  of  the  edges  of  the  ulcer. 
This  was  his  main  differential  point,  but  of  course  he  gave  a  few 
others  of  minor  importance  that  we  have  not  now  time  to  notice. 

♦An  address  delivered  to  the  Blount  County  Medical  Society  by  Charles  P. 
McNabb,  M.  D.,  President. 
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We  have  all,  doubtless,  had  considerable  experience  in  a  con- 
tinned  form  of  fever  here  in  this  county,  that  has  not,  in  many 
cases,  presented  the  full  clinical  history  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
there  has  become  to  be  a  general  acquiescence  in  the  term  malar- 
ial fever  as  applied  to  this  disease.  I  for  one  object  to  the  term 
''malarial  "  except  in  periodical  fevers,  and  instead  insist  that  we 
call  it  typhoid  fever.  Called  by  Drake  remitto-typhus,  and  very 
correctly  too,  as  all  of  these  fevers  have  a  marked  tendency  to 
remit,  demonstrated  by  the  evening  rise  and  rooming  fall  of  tem- 
perature. Drake,  in  speaking  of  the  Appalachian  chain  of  moun- 
tains from  43  to  34  parallel,  says :  "  At  an  elevation  of  from 
1500  to  3000  feet,  intermittents  are  almost  unknown,''  and  remit- 
tents tend  to  continued  form,  "  to  assume  typhous  character.'' 
He  then  goes  on  to  say,  "  The  copious  secretion  of  bile,  the  dis- 
tinct remission,  and  the  occasional  transformation  into  intermit- 
tents, which  they  present  at  a  lower  level,  are  here  seldom  seen, 
yet  the  season  of  the  year,  August,  September  and  October,  mark 
them  as  the  climatic  equivalents  of  the  remittents  of  the  lower 
warm  plains  and  valleys  between  the  mountains  and  the  Missis- 
sippi." "  But  in  addition,  these  sporadic  typhous  fevers,  which 
constitute  a  kind  of  connecting  link  between  the  periodical  and 
continued  fevers,  the  mountain  localities  are  sometimes  invaded 
by  sub-epidemic  typhous  fevers." 

"  Along  the  French-Broad  and  its  tributaries,  intermittents  are 
nearly  unknown,  remittents  generally  becoming  continued,  occas- 
ionally occur;  but  not  oftcner  near  the  water  courses,  than  at  a 
distance  from  them.  These  fevers  have  been  truly  described, 
they  arc  the  true  mountain  fever.  Sporadic  at  almost  any  season 
of  the  year,  and  sometimes  prevailing  to  a  semi-epidemic  degree 
in  autumn  and  early  winter." 

The  fever  thermometer  has  taught  us  that  all  continued  fevers 
have  a  tendency  to  remit,  and  we  not  unfrequently  find  constipa- 
tion early  in  the  attack,  so  that  it  is  difficult  in  some  cases  to 
make  a  diagnosis  until  such  time  as  the  differential  symptoms  of 
typhoid  make  their  appearance.  This  will  always  occur  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  first  or  early  in  the  second  week,  while  a  brisk 
purge  will  develop  the  abdominal  symptoms  on  the  third  or  fourth 
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day,  sliotild  we  make  the  unfortunate  mistake  of  administering 
one. 

In  noting  the  clinical  history,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
arrange  my  cases  into  two  classes  or  types,  and  to  describe  them 
separately — I  will  notice  briefly  the  first  or  typical  class,  and  try 
to  describe  the  second  more  thoroughly. 

The  first  are  marked  by  the  usual  slow  onset,  ranging  from 
one  to  three  or  four  weeks  of  muscular  weakness,  loss  of  appetite, 
nervous  irritability,  and  dull  pains  in  the  head,  back  and  limbs. 
These  premonitory  symptoms,  as  I  have  said,  vary  Irom  a  few 
days  to  a  few  weeks,  when  the  attack  proper  will  be  ushered  in 
with  rigors  scarcely  amounting  to  a  distinct  chill,  more  violent 
pain  in  the  head,  with  increase  of  all  the  other  symptoms  just 
enumerated.  In  from  four  to  ten  days,  diarrhoea  and  tympanitis 
come  on  with  gurgling  in  the  right  iliac  region,  epistaxis,  bron- 
chial cough,  restlessness, delirium,  and  deafness.  Lienticular  spots 
appear  towards  the  end  of  the  second  week.  The  tongue  is 
coated  with  a  dark  brown  ur  black  fur;  very  dry  and  often 
cracked  or  fissured ;  fiery  red  edges  and  pointed  tip.  The  teeth 
are  often,  but  not  always,  covered  with  sordes.  Splenitis  always 
present,  and  sometimes  hepatitis. 

The  other  class  of  cases,  (and  that  is  where  Dr.  Woodward  got 
his  typho-malarial  theory — Be  it  said,  however,  to  the  honor  of 
his  memory,  that  he  long  since  gave  it  over  as  wrong),  are  ush- 
ered in  more  suddenly.  The  premonitory  stage  is  shorter  with 
less  prostration  of  the  vital  powers  during  that  stage.  The  at- 
tack proper  announces  itself  just  as  in  the  preceding.  Diarrhoea 
is  not  generally  so  profuse;  tympanitis  about  in  proportion  to 
the  diarrhoea,  i.  e.  if  diarrhoea  is  profuse  tympanitis  is  extensive. 
The  discharges  are  always  liquid, and  often  have  the  "character- 
istic gutter  water  appearance/'  We  also  find  epistaxis,  (often 
profuse),  bronchial  cough,  with  pretty  free  expectoration  of  mu- 
cous, in  many  cases,  restlessness,  delirium,  deafness,  nearly  always 
great  depression  of  the  cardiac  inhibitory  apparatus,  and  generally, 
though  not  always,  lenticular  spots,  but  the  distinguishing  pecu- 
liarity is  in  the  mucous  membranes. 

Instead  of  the  dark  dry  coat,  fissures,  sordes,  fiery  red  edge 
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and  pointed  tip  of  the  tongue,  we  find  here  a  large  pallid  moist 
tongue,  with  white  or  yellow  fur.  When  the  patient  is  asked  to 
protrude  the  tongue  and  opens  the  mouth  to  do  so,  the  tongue 
will  be  seen  to  spread  out  over  the  molar  teeth,  and  its  edges  will 
be  deeply  inden^«d  by  pressure  against  the  teeth.  The  end  of 
the  tongue  is  thick  and  rounded,  unlike  the  pointed  tip  of  the 
other  type  of  the  disease.  The  whole  raucous  tract  has  a  bluish 
appearance  from  capillary  congestion  and  is  thickened  and  spongy. 

I  have  been  assured  by  eminent  pliysicians  that  this  condition 
was  produced  by  malaria,  but  I  have  been  thoroughly  convinced 
myself  that  such  is  not  the  case,  because  I  have  treated  different 
cases  in  the  same  house,  at  the  same  time,  and  one  case  presents 
one  type  or  set  of  symptoms,  and  another  the  other  character  of 
the  disease,  and  that,  too,  when  the  earth  was  wrapped  in  snow 
and  ice,  and  had  been  for  weeks,  and  at  an  altitude  where  ma- 
laria! using  the  term  as  generally  applied,  could  never  possibly 
reach.  As  I  have  said  before,  in  the  ordinary  type  of  typhoid 
fever  we  have  congestion  of  the  spleen  and  engorgement  of  the 
liver.  In  this  type  they  are  not  so  notably  affected,  but  the  mu- 
cous membranes  are  seriously  congested,  and  there  is  a  marked 
tendency  to  hypostatic  congestion  ol  the  lungs,  hence  I  conclude 
that  in  one  case  the  spleen  and  liver  suff^er  most,  in  another  the 
mucous  membranes  and  lung  structure  bear  the  burden. 

The  tumefaction  of  the  mucous  membrane  surrounding  the 
ulcer  would  naturally  rise  more  gradually  from  the  surrounding 
structures  where  those  structures  themselves  were  congested  and 
tumefied,  to  double  or  pcihaps  treble  their  usual  thickness  in 
ordinary  typhoid  fever.  And  we  can  also  readily  see  how  the 
"  characteristic  undermining  of  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  ^'  takes 
place  in  this,  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  ordinary  form  of 
typhoid  ulceration.  It  occurs  in  this  way :  the  ulceration  having 
extended  into  the  sub-mucous  connective  tissue,  and  the  mucous 
membrane  being  swollen,  pushes  its  margins  out  over  the  edges 
of  the  ulcer  in  such  manner  as  to  leave  the  impression  that  the 
ulceration  was  undermining  the  mucous  membrane  extensively, 
when  in  reality  that  membrane  was  crawling  out  and  covering 
the  ulcer,  not  however  in  a  physiological  manner,  as  the  ulcera- 
tion heals  by  granulating  from  the  bottom. 
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Hsemorrhage  is  quite  commoD;  indeed  we  may  say  haemorrhage 
is  the  rule  when  this  bluish  appearance  of  the  membranes  is  ob- 
served. The  haemorrhage  is  not  the  result  of  the  ulceration  ex- 
tending to  an  artery  and  destroying  its  coats,  but  is  a  capillary  or 
venous  haemorrhage,  it  is  therefore  easier  to  control  than  arterial 
haemorrhage,  although  I  have  seen  alarming,  and  in  one  case  fatal 
capillary  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels  in  typhoid  fever.  Bleed- 
ing from  the  nose  is  sometimes  so  profuse  as  to  require  plugging 
of  the  nostril. 

The  frequency  of  hypostatic  congestion  of  the  lungs  requires 
us  to  be  doubly  watchful ;  the  chest  should  be  carefully  interro- 
gated every  day,  otherwise  pneumonia  may  exist  and  escape  our 
notice.  I  have  seen  the  posterior  portion  of  the  ndiddle  and  lower 
lobe  of  the  right,  and  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung  in  a  state  of 
red  hepatization  for  one-thiid  or  possibly  one  half  their  thickness 
in  typhoid  fever,  and  the  patient  make  no  complaint  of  pain  in 
the  chest  until  inquiry  was  made,  when  we  would  be  told  there 
was  dull  pain  or  aching  under  the  scapula.  No  expecto- 
ration or  change  in  cough,  respiration,  temperature  or  pulse  to 
attract  attention.  Nothing  in  fact  denoting  pulmonary  complica- 
tion except  perhaps  a  brighter  red  spot  on  the  cheeks  than  for- 
merly seen  there. 

The  temperature  has  been  made  a  special  study  by  many  ob- 
servers, and  it  is  certainly  one  of  our  safest  guides  in  treating  the 
disease.  It  rises  gradually  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack 
to  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  in  the  evening  of  which  it  will  reach 
104^  or  104.5,  it  varies  then  of  course  in  individual  cases  rang- 
ing from  103^  to  106^  or  107°,  with  about  one,  or  one  and  a  half 
degrees  difference  between  morning  and  evening — being  always 
highest  in  the  evening.  In  favorable  cases  the  temperature  gen- 
erally commences  to  decline  about  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth 
day,  reaching  the  normal  standard  on  the  twentieth  or  twenty- 
first  day.  In  many  cases  it  then  falls  to  96°  or  97°  for  a  few  days, 
gradually  rising  to  98.5°. 

It  is  said  by  some  authorities  that  the  temperature  never  rises 
to  104°  before  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day,  nor  falls  between 
that,  and  the  eleventh  or  twelfth,  below  103°.     Hartshorne  in  his 
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Essentials  stiting  positively  if  such  thing  occur  in  a  given  case  it 
is  not  typhoid  fever.  Experience  corroborates  the  first  proposi- 
tion, but  contradicts  the  second.  I  have  seen  cases  presenting  all 
of  the  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever  in  a  mild  form,  where  the  tem- 
perature varied  from  100°  to  101°  in  the  morning  to  101.5°  to 
102.5°  in  the  evening,  the  patient  being  able  to  be  out  of  bed  a 
portion  of  each  day,  and  yet  the  disease  would  hang  on  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  five  days. 

Omitting  variable  appearances  in  the  morbid  anatomy,  the 
characteristically  affected  parts  in  typhoid  fever  are  Peyer's 
patches  in  the  ilium,  the  solitary  closed  glands  of  the  intestines, 
the  mesenteric  glands,  and  the  spleen.  '^Peyer's  glands  first 
become  thickened, reddened  and  elevated.  After  thip,  induration 
and  softening  occurs,  ulceration  then  affects  many  but  not  all  of 
them  ;  the  solitary  glands  are  commonly  enlarged,  and  often  soft- 
ened, or  ulcerated.  The  mesenteric  glands  are  uniformly  conges- 
ted and  softened,  sometimes  they  suppurate.  The  recti  abdom- 
inis muscles  occasionally  undergo  granular  or  amyloid  degenera- 
tion, sometimes  resulting  in  rupture  of  their  fibres." 

As,  sequelae,  we  have  prolonged  debility.  The  mental  faculties 
sometimes  remain  enfeebled  for  weeks  or  months.  Acute  tuber- 
culosis where  there  is  an  existing  tubercular  diathesis.  Abscesses 
in  the  parotid  glands,  connective  tissue,  joints,  lungs,  liver  or 
spleen.  Periostitis  followed  by  necrosis ;  perforation  of  the  bowel 
and  occasionally  paralysis. 

Most  authorities  believe  typhoid  fever  is  a  general  or  systemic 
disease  with  characteristic  secondary  local  lesions  in  the  glands 
of  the  intestines.  Rokitansky  and  Carl  Wedl  believed  the  de- 
posits in  the  glands  of  Peyer  before  ulceration  were  specific^  the 
former  comparing  it  to  encephaloid  cancer,  the  latter  to  tubercle. 

Others  hold  the  opinion  that  an  inherent  predisposition  to  the 
disease  exists  in  many  persons,  *'  analogous  to  the  tuberculous, 
gouty  and  rheumatic  diathesis."  Another  view  is  that  the  affec- 
tion of  bowel  is  primary,  and  the  typhoid  symptoms  are  the  result 
of  the  absorption  of  putrescent  mateiyal  from  the  affected  glands 
producing  ichorsemia. 

As  I  have  intimated,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  diagnose  typhoid 
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from  remittent  fever.  The  slower  onset,  less  distinct  remission, 
epistaxis  and  bronchitis,  evening  rise  of  temperature,  usual  ab- 
sence of  vomiting,  and  the  abdominal  symptoms,  taken  as  a  whole, 
characterize  the  typhoid  attack  from  typhus;  the  following  taMe 
of  differential  symptoms  renders  the  diagnosis  comparatively 
easy: 


TYPHUS. 

"  No  epistaxis  or  bronchitis. 

Constipation. 

Tympanitis  very  rare. 

Miliary  eruption  5th  to  7th  day. 

Progress  moderately  slow. 
Countenance  dusky  red. 
(/ausation  obvious.^' 


TYPHOID. 

''  Epistaxis  and  bronchitis. 

Diarrhoea. 

Tympanitis  and  gurgling. 

Lenticular  spots  towards  the  end 

of  second  week. 
Progress  very  slow. 
Countenance  purplish  red. 
Causation  obscure.'^ 


We  must  be  cautious  about  our  prognosis;  while  the  mortality 
is  not  high  for  so  grave  an  affection,  the  possibility  of  perforation 
gives  an  element  of  uncertainty  to  every  case,  however  mild  the 
attack,  nor  is  the  patient  safe  for  weeks  or  months.  Deaths  are 
repot'ted  from  perforation  as  late  as  seven  months  after  the  patients 
were  considered  convalescent.  I  have  myself  lost  one  case  from 
perforation  caused  by  swallowing  the  seed  of  grapes  four  months 
after  I  had  discharged  the  little  patient  as  convalescent. 

Hflemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  however  slight,  if  it  occur  early 
in  the  attack,  or  at  any  period  if  it  is  profuse,  presages  danger. 
Although  the  loss  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  about  the  period  of 
defervescence  seems  to  act  as  a  critical  diachargCy  and  is  decidedly 
beneficial  if  it  is  not  too  often  repeated  or  of  too  great  quantity. 
Epistaxis  sometimes  imperils  the  life  of  our  patients,  so  also  does 
abscess. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  in  regard  to  the  etiology  of  ty- 
phoid fever  and  as  yet  but  little  proven.  It  is  pretty  well  estab- 
lished that  contamination  of  drinking  water  with  the  discharges 
of  typhoid  fever  patients  has  product  d  the  disease, and  all  depres- 
sing causes  and  unsanitary  conditions  seem  to  predispose  to  it; 
but  it  occurs  quite  as  often  ninassociated  wiih  eiiher  ot  the  above 
causes  as  with  tliera.  It  is  to  be  found  almost,  if  not  quite  every- 
where, and   under  all   conditions  and  circumstances,  from   the 
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squallid  hut  to  the  palatial  mansion,  from  the  dweller  in  the 
densely  populated  city,  to  the  lonely  trapper  far  away  from  the 
haunts  of  man,  from  the  mud  of  the  '^  classic  Chickahominy  '^  to 
the  '^  misty  mountain  top/'  and  from  arctic  cold  to  tropic  heat. 
In  some  malarious  districts  in  the  South  it  has  almost  displaced 
the  periodical  fevers  in  the  last  few  years.  That  it  is  an  infec- 
tious disease  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  and  I  think  the 
mode  of  ingress  of  the  causative  agent,  whatever  that  may  be,  is 
principally  through  the  lungs.  The  investigations  of  Pasteur, 
Koch  and  others,  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the  air  we 
breathe  is  loaded  with  micro-organisms,  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  each  zymotic  disease  has  some  particular  organism 
or  germ  as  a  causative  agent,  and  that  certain  atmospheric  condi- 
tions generate,  or  at  least  conduce  to  their  propagation,  or  it  is 
possible  that  the  same  germ  finding  in  different  individuals  differ- 
ent chemical  or  physiological  conditions,  would  be  so  warped  or 
modified  by  those  conditions  as  to  produce  a  different  type  of 
disease  in  each  particular  person  affected.  At  any  rate  allow,  me 
to  express  the  hope,  that  a  few  more  years  under  the  scrutinizing 
eye  of  modefn  progress  will  discover  the  real  cause  of  this  and 
many  other  diseases,  whose  origin  are  to  us  obscure. 

Treatment. — Bacon  said,  "They  be  the  best  chirurgeons  which 
being  learned,  incline  to  the  traditions  of  experience,  or  being 
empirics  incline  to  the  methods  of  learning.''  I  will  therefore 
ask  your  pardon  for  confining  myself  mainly  to  the  remedies 
that  have  stood  the  test  of  clinical  experience.  It  matters  not 
whether  we  regard  the  abdominal  symptoms  as  primary  or  not. 
Whether  they  are  cause  or  efifect,  it  is  quite  certain  that  those 
lesions  will  demand  a  large  share  of  our  attention  in  treating  the 
disease.  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  as  quoted  by  fiartlett  long  ago,  said : 
"The  danger  of  the  disease  is  in  proportion  to  the  diarrhoea.  I 
have  never  known  a  fatal  case  unattended  by  it,  I  have  never 
lost  a  patient  whose  bowels  continued  constipated."  And  the 
abdominal  lesions  are  undoubtedly  the  avenue  through  which  the 
majority  of  our  unfortuiiate  patients  escape  us,  we  should  there- 
fore stand  musket  in  hand  ready  to  fire  at  the  first  t^giml  of 
alarm. 
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If  there  is  constipation  early  in  the  attack  the  following  is  a 
favorite :  ^.  Ipecac,  et.  calomel,  aa.  grs.  iv.  Mix ;  divide  into 
four  powders.  Give  one  every  two  hours.  This  will  sometimes 
need  to  be  followed  by  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil,  after  which 
purgatives  are  rarely  indicated.  Many  practitioners  now  leave 
the  case  with  very  little  medicine  until  urgent  symptoms  develop, 
in  other  words  they  leave  it  to  the  care  of  nature  and  the  mercy 
of  the  disease.  I  do  not  hold  to  that  opinion  or  belong  to  that 
bchool,  nor  could  I  conscientiously  follow  their  example.  While 
I  admit  the  disease  to  be  self-limited,  I  also  think  it  will  prove 
almost  unlimited  in  duration,  unless  we  put  forth  active  measures 
to  check  it,  to  obviate  the  tendency  to  protraction. 

If  the  temperature  runs  as  high  as  104®  or  105°  we  should  give 
quinia  in  ten  grain  doses  to  an  adult  every  four  or  six  hours. 
If  that  does  not  keep  the  temperature  down,  we  may  add  a  little 
pilocarpia  to  produce  diaphoresis — that  will  lower  the  tempera- 
ture and  not  depress  the  ganglionic  centres,  as  very  large  doses  of 
quinine  sometimes  do;  and  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  we 
economize  nervous  energy  as  much  as  possible.  It  is  proper  to 
state  however  that  pilocarpia  should  be  given  in  very  small  doses, 
(1-16  to  J  gr.),  as  that  drug  itself  deprcifses  if  given  in  decided 
doses. 

If  the  temperature  is  down  to  or  below  103®,  we  should  not 
attempt  to  reduce  it,  as  we  can  not ''  cut  short "  the  disease,  and 
we  do  harm  by  interfering  when  interference  is  not  called  for. 
Opium  is  the  sheet  anchor  and  it  ought  to  be  given  as  soon  as  we 
are  sure  we  have  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  to  treat. 

Wood,  in  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  perforation,  says,  '*  That 
we  should  put  the  bowels  in  splints  with  opium,*'  to  prevent  as 
much  as  possible  the  contents  of  the  bowels  from  escaping  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity.  This  is  excellent  advice  as  far  as  it  goes, 
but  to  be  efficacious  it  should  be  applied  before  perforation  has 
occurred.  A  surgeon  who  would  put  up  a  broken  limb  in  a 
movable  apparatus,  or  advise  active  motion  of  a  joint  affected 
with  acute  synovitis,  or  the  unrestrained  movements  of  an  ulcer- 
ated anjfle,  would  be  justly  censured  by  his  colleagues,  and  prob- 
ably prosecuted  by  his  patient,  and  yet  we  arc  constantly  advised 
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to  SO  treat  an  inflamed  and  ulcerated  bowel,  in  which  the  unre- 
strained intestinal  movements  indefinitely  postpone  if  thoy  do 
not  finally  prevent  the  formation  of  healthy  granulation.  In  the 
treatment  of  ninety  cases  in  the  last  two  years  I  lost  from  perfor- 
ation five  cases,  or  one  out  of  eighteen.  I  then  concluded  to 
"  put  the  bowels  in  splints/'  and  prevent  as  near  as  possible  all 
vermicular  action,  and  out  of  thirty-one  average  cases  in  the  same 
epidemic  treated  in  that  way  I  lost  one  case,  and  that  from  ex- 
haustion. I  am  therefore  a  believer  in  opium  in  the  treatment 
of  typhoid  fever,  watching  its  effect  of  course,  and  stopping  short 
of  narcotism. 

Sub.  nitrate  of  bismuth  acts  well  in  these  cases,  but  to  be  of 
any  considerable  service  must  be  given  in  rather  free  doses;  its 
curative  effect  is  perhaps  largely  mechanical,  merely  coating  over 
and  protecting  the  ulcerated  surfaces  from  the  irritative  contents 
of  the  bowels. 

Argent  nit.  is  a  valuable  remedy,  acting  as  an  alterative  to  the 
diseased  glands,  and  as  an  astringent  is  almost  indispensible  in 
heemorrhage.  Its  continuance  must  not  be  persevered  in  for  too 
long  a  time,  as  it  is  liable  to  produce  permanent  discoloration  of 
the  skin.  It  is  best  given  in  combination  with  opium  and  bis- 
muth. 

Acetate  of  lead  is  a  valuable  astringent,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
common  remedies  used  to  control  diarrhoea  in  typhoid  fever.  It 
should  be  given  in  small  doses,  not  too  often  repeated,  as  lead 
poison  is  sometimes  produced  by  it.  We  may  obviate  that  risk 
however,  by  following  each  dose  of  the  lead  salt  in  30  or  40  min- 
utes, with  a  few  drops  of  dilute  or  aromatic  sulphuric  acid,  which 
prevents  the  accumulation  of  the  lead. 

If  opium  fails  to  control  delirium  and  restlessness,  the  brom- 
ides are  then  called  for.  I  generally  prescribe  bromidia  owing 
to  its  convenient  fornj  and  pleasant  effects. 

If  the  mouth  and  tongue  are  dark  and  dry,  or  glazed,  there  is 
no  remedy  equal  to  turpentine ;  it  moistens  the  mucous  mem- 
branes, acts  as  a  stimulant,  and  seems  to  exert  almost  apecifio  in- 
fluence over  that  particular  form  of  typhoid  ulceration.  In  the 
other  type  where  the  tongue  is  swollen  and  thick  with  sponginess 
2  8  P. 
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of  the  mucous  membranes^  it  does  no  good,  if  it  does  not  actually 
do  harm.  I  have  never  seen  any  advantage  from  the  very  large 
doses  we  sometimes  see  prescribed,  but  on  the  contrary  have  seen 
dangerous  symptoms  developed  from  a  too  free  exhibition  of  the 
drug.  Ten  or  fifteen  drops  every  four  or  six  hours  will,  I  think, 
give  the  full  beneficial  eflfect  of  the  remedy,  and  is  accompanied 
by  less  risk  than  the  larger  doses.  It  is  best  given  in  the  form 
of  an  emulsion. 

Soft  light  poultices  applied  warm  to  the  abdomen  are  sometimes 
beneficial  by  diminishing  pain  when  tympanitic  distension  is 
considerable.  Care  should  be  taken  that  they  are  not  made  too 
heavy,  thereby  increasing  the  trouble  intended  to  relieve.  The 
mineral  acids  are  useful  after  the  period  of  defervescence,  and  in 
the  type  characterized  by  the  mucous  congestion  and  moist  tongue, 
they  should  be  given  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack. 
Some  practitioners  prefer  the  dil.  phosphoric,  others  the  arom. 
sul ,  and  others  still,  the  dil.  hydrochloric,  nitric  or  nitro-muri- 
atic.  I  generally  prescribe  the  arom.  sulphuric,  especially  if  I 
am  administering  lead  at  the  same  time. 

Acid  drinks  are  particularly  grateful  to  a  fever  patient,  and 
ought  to  be  allowed  plentifully.  If  the  pulse  flags  or  becomes 
dicrotic  we  should  give  digitalis.  It  should  be  pushed  until  we 
see  a  marked  improvement  in  the  heart's  action.  Ten  drops 
every  three  or  four  hours  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  full  benefit 
of  tlie  remedy.    • 

Stimulants  will  be  called  for  in  a  large  per  cent,  of  our  typhoid 
cases.  While  I  deprecate  intemperance,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pre- 
scribe whisky  or  brandy  (reely,if  the  vital  powers  flag  perceptibly. 

Epistaxis  sometimes  requires  plugging  of  the  nostrils,  this 
being  done,  the  question  arises:  How  long  ought  it  to  remain? 
If  it  be  removed  too  early  the  bleeding  will  return — how  long 
then  shall  we  wait?  I  have  always  followed  the  excellent  advice 
of  the  late  distinguished  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve,  as  given  me  by  my 
respected  friend  and  former  teacher,  Prof.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  of 
Nashville:  ^*  To  allow  the  tampon  to  remain  until  it  is  loosened 
by  suppuration.'^  We  can  readily  detect  this  by  examining  the 
posterior  nares,  where  we  will  see  particles  of  pus  escaping  from 
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arouDd  the  plug  and  scattered  over  the  pharyngeal  mucous  mem* 
brane.  The  process  of  suppuration  puts  an  end  to  the  haemor- 
rhagic  tendency,  by  establishing  a  healthy  granulating  surface 
instead  of  the  irritable  vascular,  and  oftentimes  abraded  one  for- 
merly existing. 

Other  complications  should  be  treated  on  general  principles. 
We  have  not  space  to  notice  them  in  detail. 

Our  dietetic  treatment  is  of  equal  importance  with  our  thera- 
peutics. A  few  decades  since  a  prominent  writer  declared  that 
he  wanted  no  better  epitaph  on  his  tomb  than  **  He  fed  fevers." 
And  now  the  only  question  is,  What  and  how  to  feed  them  ?  In 
answer  I  will  say  feed  them  the  most  nutritious  liquid  food — the 
best  of  which  is  fresh  unskimmed  sweet  milk,  and  it  must  be 
given  ofVen  and  as  much  as  will  be  assimilated.  Beef  tea  and 
rich  soups  of  oysters,  chicken,  squirrel  and  potatoes,  and  some  ol 
the  various  artificial  infant  foods  are  also  highly  beneficial.  The 
main  point  is  to  see  that  enough  food  is  taken  and  assimilated  to 
supply  as  nearly  as  possible  the  retrograde  metamorphosis  of 
tissue.  Sometimes  digestion  is  so  feeble  that  very  small  quanti- 
ties will  be  borne  without  producing  regurgitation  or  vomiting ; 
then  it  is  that  pepsin  is  of  greatest  value,  acting  as  it  does,  al- 
most like  a  charm. 

Solid  food  ought  not,  under  any  consideration,  to  be  allowed. 
Patients  of  mine  have  oftentimes  a^inst  my  direction  taken  solid 
food  in  quantities  suflBcient  to  alarm  me  very  much,  and  had  no 
evil  results  from  it,  while  others  have  done  so  and  "Turned  up 
their  bellies  and  went  to  Abraham's  bosom." 

The  possibility  of  perforation  positively  forbids  anything  that 
might  pass  the  pylorus  in  a  solid  state,  for  having  once  reached 
the  small  intestine  in  that  condition,  it  is  well  that  the  patient 
put  his  or  her  house  in  order,  and  prepare  for 

"The  dim  Valhalla  cloisters  of  the  ever  living  years." 
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Mehqtian^. 


Our  Choice  op  Anesthetics. — The  Canadian  Ptaditione 
has  the  following  able  editorial  on  this  momentous  subject: 

There  has  not  been  anything  like  a  consensus  of  opinion  in  the 
past  in  deciding  which  is  the  best  of  the  anesthetics  now  availa- 
ble; but  the  results  of  experience  have  enabled  us  to  do  away 
with  much  of  the  vagueness  that,  has  ex isted,  and  formulate  some- 
what fixed  and  definite  rules. 

Chloroform  was  long  the  general  favorite.  Its  great  advan- 
tages consist  in  its  agreeable  odor,  the  small  quantity  required, 
its  non-infiaromability,  and  convenience  of  administration.  Un- 
fortunately it  sometimes  destroys  life,  and  the  number  of  its  vic- 
tims during  the  last  few  years  include  some  hundreds,  a  large 
proportion  of  such  sad  accidents  having  happened  during  its  ad- 
ministration in  comparatively  trivial  cases,  such  as  opening  ab- 
scesses, extracting  teeth,  etc. 

Ether  has  to  a  large  extent  replaced  chloroform.  Although  it 
is  less  agreeable,  less  convenient  of  Bdministration,  still  its  greater 
safety,  which  is  now  pietty  generally  conceded,  has  compelled 
the  profession  to  forego  the  slighter  advantages  connected  with 
the  more  pleasant  chloroform,  and  use  ether  in  the  majority  of 
cases. 

Bichloride  of  methylene  has  been  most  highly  recommended 
by  Sir  Spencer  Wells,  who  has  used  it  in  over  a  thousand  opera- 
tions. Others  have  supported  Sir  Spencer  Wells  in  his  testi- 
mony of  its  safety  and  efficiency,  but  for  some  reason  it  has  not, 
nor  is  it  likely  to,  come  into  general  use.  One  drawback  is  that 
it  requires  a  special  apparatus  and  some  skill   in   its  administra- 
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tioD.  In  addition  to  this^  the  idea  of  its  perfect  safety  is  explo- 
ded by  the  fact  that  it  has  caused  death. 

We  are  inclined  to  accept  as  an  established  fact  that  ether  is 
the  best  and  safest  anesthetic  for  general  use;  and  if  we  could 
add  that  it  should  be  employed  in  all  cases  where  anesthenia  is 
required;  the  question  of  making  a  choice  would  be  finally  and 
satisfactorily  settled.  Unfortunately,  however,  this  simple  solu- 
tion is  net  feasible,  as  it  has  been  found  that  in  certain  cases 
ether  is  less  safe  than  chloroform.  In  comparing  the  two  we 
find  that  under  ether  the  dangers  arise  from  embarrassment  of 
respiration,  while  under  chloroform  they  are  from  syncope.  In 
cases  where  there  is  any  tendency  to  bronchiel  catarrh,  especially 
in  the  old,  ether  is  both  unpleasant  and  unsafe,  while  chloroform 
is  well  borne.  Again,  in  cases  of  disease  of  the  kidneys  it  has 
been  pointed  out,  especially  by  Tait  and  Goodell,  that  ether  tends 
to  suppress  the  ac.ion  of  these  organs,  and  consequently  chloro- 
form, or  a  mixture  of  the  two,  is  safer.  The  proper  administra- 
tion of  chloroform  to  young  children  and  women  in  labor  is  re- 
markably safe,  and  by  common  consent  it  is  used  when  consid- 
ered necessary  in  thet^e  patients.  Even  in  parturient  women, 
however,  it  it  is  well  to  remember  that  under  certain  conditions, 
after  the  system  is  worn  out  by  a  painful  and  tedious  labor,  and 
great  fear  exists,  ether  is  safer  for  obstetric  operations. 

Many  combinations  have  been  used  with  a  view  to  greater 
safety.  Among  these  are  mixtures  containing  alcohol,  chloro- 
form and  ether,  in  various  proportions  (one  of  the  most  common 
being  the  "A.  C.  E.^'  mixture);  ether  and  chloroform,  Mr.  Tait 
strongly  recommending  two  parts  of  ether  to  one  of  chloroform ; 
turpentine  and  chloroform;  Sandford's  mixture  of  one  pound  of 
chloroform  and  two  drachms  of  nitrite  of  amyl.  Others  have 
employed  hypodermic  injections  of  morphine,  or  morphine  com- 
bined with  atropine  (say  morphine  1-12-i  gr.,  and  atropine 
1-120-1-60  gri)  before  giving  the  chloroform. 

It  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  in  speaking  of  safety 
in  the  administration  of  any  of  these  agents,  or  combinations,  we 
used  the  word  purely  in  a  comparative  sense,  as  absolute  safety 
in  the  production  of  profound  anesthesia  does  not  exist.    There 
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is  in  every  case  danger  to  life,  and  every  minute  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  unconscious  condition  adds  to  such  danger.  Both 
principal  and  assistants  should  recognize  this  very  important  fact. 
The  man  who  administers  th<^  anesthetic  should  have  nothing 
else  to  do,  and  should  confine  his  attention -to  his  own  work  and 
not  the  operation.  The  surgeon  should  have  everything  in  readi- 
ness, and  in  its  proper  place  beforehand,  and  should  refrain  from 
everything  beyond  his  legitimate  work  which  will  consume  pre- 
cious moments^  whether  it  be  imparting  clinical  instructions, 
swearing  at  assistants,  engaging  in  ordinary  conversation,  or  (as 
not  unseldom  happens)  perpetrating  jokes,  which,  on  their  merits, 
are  generally  most  execrable,  and  are  always  in  exceedingly  bad 
taste.     We  will  summarize  by  giving  certain  rules,  as  follows: 

1.  In  ordinary  operations  give  ether,  or  a  combination  of  two 
parts  of  ether  and  one  of  chloroform. 

2.  Give  chloroform  where  there  is  disease  of  the  kidneys  or  a 
tendency  to  bronchitis. 

3.  Give  chloroform  to  young  children. 

4.  Give  chloroform  in  ordinary  cases  of  labor  when  required. 

5.  In  cases  of  labor  where  the  patient  has  become  much  ex- 
hausted, and  is  in  great  ft  ar,  give  ether  in  performing  necessary 
obstetric  operations. 

6.  Never  give  chloroform  to  a  patient  in  a  dentist's  chair,  or 
not  in  the  recumbent  position. 

7.  Do  not  keep  a  patient  under  an  anesthetic  one  minute 
longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Let  the  administrator  of  an  anesthetic  attend  carefully  to  his 
own  work,  and  nothing  else. —  Weekly  Med,  Review. 


Removal  of  Body  op  Sphenoid  Bone.  —  The  patient,  a 
lady  from  North  Carolina,  was  afflicted  with  an  osseous  tumor 
which  had  originated  at  the  base  of  the  sphenoid  bone,  and  which 
entirely  filled  up  the  posterior  nares,  rendering  breathing  through 
the  nose  impossible ;  the  age  of  the  growth  was  some  eight  years; 
the  age  of  the  patient  about  fifty-five.     The  physician  of  the 
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lady,  Dr.  J.  C.  Walton,  of  Prospect  Hill,  accompanied  her  and 
assisted  at  the  operation. 

A  diagnosis  of  the  character  of  the  tumor  was  secured  by  pack- 
ing a  stellated  probe  along  the  floor  of  the  nares  until  the  ob- 
struction was  reached,  and  then  thrusting  forward  the  blade;  the 
growth  was  also  examined  and  explored  by  passing  the  finger 
from  behind  the  velum  into  the  naso-pharynx,  which  space  was 
pretty  thoroughly  filled. 

Prof.  Garreteon,  l)efore  proceeding  in  his  treatment,  called  at- 
tention to  the  complication  as  to  position  and  relation  of  the  bone 
involved,  remarking  that  never  before  had  a  more  defined  oppor- 
tunity occurred  to  him  of  exhibiting  to  a  class  the  capabiliti  s  of 
that  wonderful  means  in  surgery,  the  surgical  engine. 

A  surgical  engine  is,  in  effect,  a  mandril,  capable  of  carrying 
and  revolving  a  variety  of  instruments,  such  as  circular  saws, 
bits,  buns,  etc.,  which  mandril  is  encased  in  a  metal  tube,  known 
as  a  hand-piece.  The  power  used  is  various.  At  the  clinic  of 
Medico- Chirurgical  College,  cog-wheels  or  electricity  is  employed ; 
the  last  for  delicate  purposes,  the  former  where  irresistible  power 
is  demanded.  In  the  present  instance  both  agents  were  brought 
into  requisition. 

The  lady  being  etherized,  the  problem  of  getting  at  a  growth 
so  situated  was  instantly  solved  by  the  making  of  a  button-hole 
incision  through  the  soft  palate.  A  next  step  to  take  was  to  use 
a  delicate  chisel,  curved  on  the  flat,  by  means  of  which  the  soft 
tissues  were  removed  from  the  underlying  bony  mass,  a  cut  be- 
ing previously  made  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  tumor. 

At  this  point  commenced  the  exhibition  of  a  delicacy  and  a  dis- 
play of  confidence  as  to  an  operative  performance  which  could 
not  possibly  be  attempted  without  the  means  in  use.  The  reader 
is  to  consider  that  the  seat  of  the  operation  was  the  body  of  the 
sphenoid  bone,  and  thai  the  performance  being  practiced  through 
a  minute  slit  in  the  velum,  it  was  impossible  to  see,  and  that 
while  it  was  necessary  to  operate  in  close  relation  with  vital  parts, 
exclusive  dependence  had  to  be  placed  on  the  sense  of  touch,  as 
this  was  derivable  through  the  shank  of  a  burr  revolving  ten 
thousand  times  a  minute. 
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The  operation  was  completed  in  fifty  minutes,  the  only  part  of 
the  body  of  the  b.  ne  left  being  the  half-cut-away  shell  of  the 
pituitary  fossa — a  condition  verified  by  the  fingers  of  several  sur- 
geons present. 

In  responding  to  a  number  of  expressions  as  to  the  probability 
of  a  fatal  termination  to  the  o{>eration,  Prof.  Garretson  remarked 
that  he  had  on  two  former  occasions  removed  by  the  same  means 
the  basilar  process  of  the  occipital  bone  without  a  single  bad 
sign,  and  that  such  success  inspired  him  naturally  with  confidence 
as  to  satisfactory  termination  in  the  present  instance. 

RehulL — The  patient,  on  recovery  from  the  ansesthesia,  breathed 
as  freely  as  is  usual  through  the  nostrils.  The  cure  was  so  rapid 
and  so  free  from  complications  that  she  was  able  to  return  to  her 
home  in  fifteen  days.  No  brain  or  other  kind  of  trouble  exhib- 
ited itself. 

A  case  of  this  kind  occurring  before  the  introduction  into  sur- 
gical practice  of  the  engine  could  certainly  have  found  no  cure 
but  in  the  death  of  tlie  patient. — Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof.  Oar- 
retson,  in  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


The  Journal  of  the  American  Association. — Nothing 
is  easier  than  condemnatory  criticism.  Nothing  is  more  fluent 
and  copious  than  such  criticism,  when  directed  by  inexperience 
struggling  with  some  difficult  task.  Probably  most  of  our  readers 
remember  the  critical  cross  fire  to  which  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  the 
editor  of  the  Journal,  was  subjected  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  These  criticisms  were  doubtless, 
for  the  most  part,  well  meant  but  thoughtless;  prompted,  as  we 
have  intimated,  by  tnat  inexperience  which,  through  its  very 
ignorance  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  is  ever  captious  and 
intolerant. 

That  the  reflections  upon  Dr.  Davis's  editorial  ability  were 
without  foundation  in  fact  may  be  gathered  from  a  series  of  edi- 
torials of  admirable  directness  and  modest/  which  have  appeared 
in  receut  numbers  of  the  Journal. 

Under  Dr.  Davis's  management,  the  JournaX^H  assets  for  the 
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first  year  were  sufficient  to  cover  entirely  the  liabilities^  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  editor's  and  trustees'  reports  will  show, 
that  it  has  earned  during  the  second  year  a  handsome  profit. 

No  one  familiar  with  the  Journal  can  doubt  that  its  literary 
has  kept  pace  with  its  financial  success^  and  we  must  bear  in 
mind  that  this  success  was  obtained  with  limited  capital^  and  in 
the  face  of  unusual  difficulties. 

It  was  Dr.  Davis's  wish  to  resign  his  ungrateful  position  last 
year,  but  at  the  earnest  request  of  certain  friends. he  consented  to 
remain  a  year  longer.  We  understand,  however,  that  he  has 
fully  decided  to  withdraw  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, but  like  a  good  general  his  last  official  act  is  to  oflTer  val- 
uable suggestions  for  the  future  conduct  of  the  enterpri-e. 

He  recommends  that  the  Association  adopt  a  rule  requiring 
the  payment  of  all  membership  dues  by  the  first  day  of  July  of 
each  year,  to  the  end  that  the  Journal  may  be  henceforward  con- 
ducted upon  a  cash  basis;  the  enforcement  of  the  rule  that  all 
papers,  addresses,  etc.,  read  before  the  Association  should  be  for- 
warded without  delay  to  the  editor,  and  that  such  papers  should 
not  be  accessible  to  reporters  or  agents  of  other  medical  period- 
icals before  their  publication  in  the  Journal  of  the  Association. 
The  Association  is  urged  to  establish  an  office,  and  to  procure 
type,  presses,  etc.,  for  the  publication  of  its  organ,  abandoning 
the  present  system  of  yearly  contracts  with  firms  situated  any- 
where throughout  the  country. 

From  the  large  array  of  talent  at  its  command,  the  Association 
will  doubtless  be  able  to  select  a  capable  successor  to  the  present 
editor,  but  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  find  a  single  man  combin- 
ing in  so  high  a  degree  literary,  administrative,  and  financial 
ability.  Whatever  may  be  the  newcomer's  success,  the  Associa- 
tion should  remember  that  he  finds  his  tools  already  shaped  to 
his  hands,  and  that  to  Dr.  Davis  belongs  the  praise  of  having  so 
manfully  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  JoumaVs  first  hard 
days. — New  Orleans  Medical  Journal, 
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American  Surgical  Association,  Officers  for  1885. — 
At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Surgical  Association,  held 
at  Washington,  April  23,  Prof.  J.  Edwin  Michael,  of  Baltimore, 
was  elected  to  a  Fellowship  in  the  Association.  The  following 
oflBcers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — Dr.  Moses  Gunn,  of  Chicago. 

Vice-Presidents — Drs.  Christopher  Johnston,  of  Baltimore, 
Thomas  P.  Russel,  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin. 

Secretary — Dr.  J.  R.  Weist,  of  Richmond,  Indiana. 

Recorder — Dr.  J.  Ewing  Meara,  of  Philadelphia. 

Treasurer — Dr.  John  H.  Brinton,  of  Philadelphia, 

Member  of  Council — Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  Phinc^s  S.  Conner, 
John  S.  Billings,  Louis  McLane  Tiffany. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Drs.  J.  S.  Billings,  J.  Ford  Thom- 
son, and  L.  McLane  Tiffany. 

Time  and  place  of  next  meeting,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the 
Wednesday  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  following  Honorary  Foreign  Associates  were  elected :  Sir 
James  Paget,  Mr.  John  Eric  Erichsen,Sir  Joseph  Lister,  Thomas 
Annandale,  Edinburgh ;  Prof.  Friedreich  Esmarch,  Kiel ;  Prof. 
Von  Langenbeck,  Berlin  ;  Prof.  Volkmann,  Halle;  Prof.  Czerny, 
Heidelberg;  Prof.  Billroth,  Vienna;  Prof.  Von  Nussbaum, 
Muk^ich  ;  Prof.  Verneuil,  Paris ;  Prof.  Oilier,  Lyons. 

The  following  new  Fellows  were  elected:  W.  H.  Carnalt,  J. 
Ford  Thompson,  Washington ;  J.  Edwin  Michael,  Baltimore; 
Roswell  Park,  Buffalo;  Theodore  R.  Varick,  Jersey  City. — 
Maryland  Medical  Journal. 


Paraldehyde. — Dr.  Strahan  writes  in  the  Lancet  that  he  has 
employed  this  drug  over  150  times  in  twenty-five  cases  and  has 
found  but  two  cases  that  did  not  respond  to  medium  doses.  One 
of  these  was  suffering  from  a6ute  mania,  the  other  from  severe 
facial  neuralgia.  He  has  given  it  in  mania  melancholia,  demen- 
tia, the  various  stages  of  general  paralysis,  during  those  periods 
of  restlessness  and  sleeplessness  so  often  met  with  in  idiots  and 
imbeciles,  and  has  found  it  almost  invariably  a  certain  somniferent 
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It  acts  more  quickly  than  chloral.  The  sleep  induced  by  it  is  a 
nearer  approach  to  natural  sleep  than  that  obtained  by  the  admin- 
istration of  any  other  drug.  It  is  apparently  dreamless  and  cer- 
tainly refreshing  and  the  patient  can  at  any  time  be  awakened  by 
a  loud  word  or  a  gentle  shake.  The  dose  is  from  thirty  to  ninety 
minims^  but  more  than  sixty  drops  is  seldom  required  to  produce 
sleep. — The  Kansas  City  Medical  Index. 


Menstruation  at  Eighty -Four. — W.  H.  Andrews  records 
a  remarkable  case.  Mrs.  D.  ceased  to  menstruate  at  the  age  of 
sixty.  For  twenty  years  there  was  no  sign,  but  at  eijjhty  years 
of  age  menstruation  was  re-established  and  has  continued  regu- 
larly in  all  respects  to  the  present  time  when  she  is  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  Careful  examination  fails  to  detect  anything  ab- 
normal to  account  for  the  remarkable  phenomena. — New  Imgland 
Medical  Monthly ,  March,  1885. 


Permanganate  op  Potash  in  Amenorrhea. — Mr.  P. 
Maury  Deas,  in  the  British  Medical  Jouimal,  says  that  perman- 
ganate of  potash  is  a  useful  and  safe  emenagogue,  free  from  the 
disadvantages  which  attend  some  other  remedies  of  this  class. 
Its  use  may  be  continued  for  months  without  any  bad  effects,  and 
success  need  not  be  despaired  of  even  after  many  months.  Even 
when  it  fails  as  an  emenagogue  it  acts  beneficially  as  a  general 
and  nervine  tonic. — fjondon  Medical  News, 


M.  L.  Beadles,  M.  D.,  of  Wat€r  Valley,  Ky.,  states,  "I  find 
TONOALINE  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  the  complaints  for  which 
it  is  recommended  that  I  have  ever  used.'^ 


-  In  cases  of  nervous  exhaustion  resulting  from  sexual  excesses, 
private  vices,  and  seminal  losses,  celerina  is  the  very  best  re- 
storative known  to  the  profession. 
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§ev^wB  md  goak  tffatices 


Wasting  Diseases  of  Children  and  Infants.  By  Eustace  Smith, 
M.  D.,  London.  Fourth  edition,  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  278.  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and  58,  LaFayette  Place,  New 
York.     1885. 

Some  years  ago,  this  distinguished  writer  and  teacher  laid  be- 
fore the  profession,  a  most  valuable  monograph,  considering  those 
particular  conditions  of  infants  and  children,  attended  with  de- 
fective nutrition.  After  three  consecutive  editions  have  been 
exhausted,  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  favor  us  with  a  fourth,  constitu- 
ting the  April  number  of  their  Standard  Library  for  1885. 

In  preparing  the  fourth  edition,  the  author  has  thoroughly 
revised  the  text,  with  many  alterations  and  additions;  every  care^ 
however,  being  taken  to  maintain  the  thoroughly  practical  char- 
acter of  the  work. 

In  the  well  written,  and  excellently  printed  volume  before  us, 
after  the  Introduction,  we  have  chapters  on  Simple  Atrophy  from 
insuflBcient  nourishment;  Chronic  Diarrhoea;  Chronic  Vomiting; 
Rickets;  Inherited  Sjphilts;  Mucus  Disease;  Worms;  Chronic 
Pulmonary  Phthisis;  C&seation  of  Lymphatic  Glands,  and  Diet 
of  Children  in  Health  and  Disease.  A  copious  and  well  arranged 
index  concluding  the  volume. 

Comparative  Physiology  and  Psychology,  A  Discussion  of  the  Evo- 
lution and  Relations  of  the  Mind  and  Body  of  Man  and  Animals. 
By  S.  V.  Clevenger,  M.  D.,  Special  Pathologist  County  Insane 
Asylum.  Chicago;  member  of  the  American  Neurological  Society ; 
etc.,  etc.,  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp,  257.  Jansen,  McClurg  &  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers, Chicago,  111.     1883. 

Many  of  the  original  ideas  contained  in  this  book,  have  pre- 
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vioasly  appeared  in  the  American  Naturalist,  and  JcmrncU  of 
Neurology  and  Psychology,  ae  papers  presented  hj  the  author  to 
the  various  historical^  microscopical,  medical  and  ganeral  scien- 
tific societies,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  In  their  condensed 
form,  they  have  been  revised  and  amended  in  conformity  with 
the  most  recent  psychological  and  anatomical  research. 

Afiter  the  introduction,  we  have  chapters  on  Primitive  Life 
and  Mind;  Organogeny;  Genesis;  Development;  Physics  of 
the  Cerebro-Spinal  Nervous  System ;  of  the  Sympathetic  Ner- 
vous System;  of  the  Nerve  Cells;  Physics  and  Chemistry  of  the 
Nervous  System  ;  Mental  Physics ;  Morphology ;  Histology  and 
Evolution  of  the  Human  Brain ;  Primary  Activities;  Devised 
Activities,  and  the  Law  of  Expediency  and  Optimistic  conclu- 
sion. 

It  will  prove  of  no  little  value  to  the  alienist  and  neurologist. 

The  Year  Book  of  Treatment  for  1884.  A  critical  Review  for 
Practitioners  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Cloth,  pp.  316.  Lea 
Bro.'s&  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1885. 

The  object  of  this  book  is  to  present  to  the  practitioner  not 
only  a  complete  account  of  all  the  more  important  auvances  made 
in  the  treatment  of  disease,  but  to  furnish  also  a  review  of  the 
same  by  competent  authorities. 

Each  department  of  practice  has  been  fully  and  concisely 
treated^  and  care  has  been  taken  to  include  such  recent  patho- 
logical and  clinical  work  as  bear  directly  upon  treatment. 

The  medical  literature  of  all  countries  has  been  placed  under 
contribution,  and  the  work  deals  with  all  the  more  important 
matters  Y  elating  to  treatment  that  have  been  published  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1884. 

A  full  reference  has  been  given  to  every  article  noticed. 

Consumption,  its  Nature,  Causes,  Prevention  and  Cure.  By  J.  M. 
W.  Kitchen,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician  to  the  Bellevue  Chest 
Class,  (O.  D.  Department);  Author  of  Students  Manual  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Nose  and  Throat,  etc.,  etc.  Cloth,  pp.  223.  G.  P. 
Putnam's  Sons,  Publisher,  27  and  29  West  23d  Street,  New  York, 
1885. 

.This  is  a  most  excellent  little  manual  on  the  Anatomy,  Phys- 
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iolosry  aod  Hygiene  of  the  Pulmonary  Structures^  including  a 
very  satisfactory  statement  in  regard  to  the  ^Etiology,  Semiology, 
Pathology,  Treatment  and  Prevention  of  the  greatest  scourge  of 
Modern  life.  The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  excellent  little 
volume  is  as  follows:  "Above  all,  in  the  general  treatment  of 
phthisis,  the  main  ideas  to  be  kept  prominently  in  view  are,  that 
mal-nutrition,  atmospheric  contamination,  and  unhygienic  habit, 
must  be  combated  and  corrected." 

The  Oleates.  An  investigation  into  their  Nature  and  Action.  By 
John  V.  Shoemaker,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Dermatology 
at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College ;  Physician  to  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases,  etc.,  etc.  Cloth,  pp.  124.  F.  A. 
Davis,  Publisher,  1 2 1 7  Filbert  St. ,  Philadelphia. 

This  little  monograph  contains  very  satisfactory  information  in 
regard  to  a  certain  class  of  remedies — mainly  of  use  in  cutaneous 
diseases.     The  four  chapters  embrace  the  following  subjects: 

History  and  Origin;  Process  of  Manufacture;  Physiological 
Action ;  and  Therapeutic  Effects. 

It  is  well  and  carefully  written,  and  ia  quite  creditable  to  its 
able  and  talented  author,  who  is  recognized  as  an  authority  in 
Dermatology. 


^ditormi. 


THIRTYSIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  AMER- 
ICAN MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION  HELD  AT 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA. 


The  thirty  sixth  annual  session  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation met  at  11  o'clock  A.  m.  Tuesday,  April  28th,  at  Tulane 
Hall.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Samuel  Logan. 
There  were  on  the  platform  Drs.  N.  S.  Davis,  Nestor  of  the  As- 
sociation; H.  F.  Campbell,  President;  J.  13.  Lynch,  J.  W.  Par- 
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sons,  and  H.  C-  Ghent,  Vice-Presidents;  W.  B.  Atkinson,  Sec- 
retary; Kev.  Dr.  B.  M.  Palmer,  Col.  Wm.  Preston  Johnston, 
President  of  Tulane  University;  and  Dr.  Tobias  G.  Richardson, 
ex- Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  Louisiana. 

Rev.  Dr.  Palmer  made  one  of  his  remarkable  and  appropriate 
prayers,  which  was  followed  by  the  introduction  of  the  President, 
Dr.  Henry  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Ga. 

Dr.  Samuel  Logan  delivered  the  address  of  welcome. 

The  President,  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  then 
proceeded  to  deliver  the  annual  addieas.  He  alluded  to  great 
and  meritorious  physicians  who  formed  this  grand  National  As- 
sociation; that  his  heart  was  gladdened  as  he  saw  the  lengthen- 
ing roll  of  distinguished  membership.  A  new  Pharaoh  has 
arisen  who  hath  not  known  the  virtues  of  those  who  were  de- 
parted, but  their  virtues  would  shine  lustrously  in  all  the  future. 

I  see  before  me  now  the  faces  of  a  few  of  those  who  over  a 
generation  ago  contributed  in  organizing  the  American  Medical 
Society.  He  continued  to  eulogize  the  membership  in  their  re- 
spective classes,  and  advised  the  present  membership  to  make 
haste  to  honor  all  these  groups  of  the  Nestors  of  the  Associa- 
tion. He  reached  the  climax  of  his  eulogistic  effort  by  a  loudly 
applauded  peroration  of  praise  to  Dr.  Davis,  who  presided  at  the 
birth  of  the  Asssociation,  fostered  and  encouraged  its  develop- 
ment throughout  its  childhood,  youth,  and  maturity,  until  to-day 
he  sits  with  us  on  the  platform  to  enjoy  its  prosperity.  He  next 
paid  a  tribute  to  the  men  who  were  bravely  engaged  in  the  late 
war,  and  those  who  were  kind  benefactors  of  the  South  during 
the  visiting  epidemics,  and  congratulated  the  Association  on  its 
meeting  in  the  hospitable  city  of  New  Orleans.  He  remarked  : 
"  Warm  and  grateful  will  be  our  remembrance  of  the  kind  recep- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  this  Queen  as  she  sits  in  the  Crescent  of 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River.'' 

"  The  American  Medical  Association  at  each  annual  session  re- 
sembles the  Congress  of  the  nation,  representing  the  varied  in- 
terests of  its  broad  domain.  Each  bas  a  basis  of  representation 
— one  in  its  legal  character,  and  the  other  entrusted  with  the 
great  scientific  questions  which  embrace  the  life  problems  of  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


284 


F4)ITORrAL. 


people.  To  remedy  the  defects  in  orgaDization  or  perfect  those 
schemes  already  projected  are  the  measures  that  will  engage  the 
attention  of  the  great  and  learned  members  of  the  American 
Medical  Association." 

He  next  proceeded  to  describe  the  '•  Doctor  in  the  Courts." 
Then  showed  the  evils  of  mi'lpractice  suits,  and  handled  with 
masterly  eloquence  the  relation  of  the  medical  man  to  jurispru- 
dence. In  conclusion,  he  said  :  "  Permit  me  to  recommend  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  whom  shall  be  given  the  subject 
of  forensic  medicine  and  the  relation  of  the  medicul  man  to  the 
tribunal  of  law." 

Dr.  Brodie  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  Dr.  Camp- 
bell for  his  able  address,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee — Austin  Flint,  M.  D., 
Chairman — in  regard  to  the  death  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  being  called  for.  Dr.  T.  G.  Richardson,  owing  to  the  ab- 
sence of  Dr.  Flint,  was  permitted  to  read  the  panegyric  on  the 
venerated  Dr.  Gross,  whose  death  was  greatly  mourned  by  hosts 
of  friends  throughout  this  country  and  Europe.  This  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Dr.  Billings,  Medical  Director  of  the  United  States  Array,  in 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Flint,  said  :  ^*I  have  to  present  two  reports — 
first,  the  passing  of  a  bill  by  Congress  providing  a  fire-proof 
building  for  the  National  Medical  Library,  which  building  will 
be  at  once  commenced.  It  will  be  located  near  the  National  Mu- 
seum, in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  second  matter  is  the  action  of 
the  committee  of  the  Association  in  relation  to  the  holding  of  the 
International  Congress  in  1887.  It  was  moved  and  seconded 
that  discussion  on  the  subject  be  made  the  special  order  for  12  m. 
next  day. 

The  reading  uf  the  report  concerning  a  monument  to  Dr.  Rush 
was  deferred  to  Friday  morning. 

Dr.  Logan  read  the  titles  of  several  papers,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Surgery. 

An  invitation  was  read  from  the  United  States  Department  of 
the  Interior,  requesting  the   members  of  the  American  Medical 
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AesociatioQ  to  visit  the  Education  Department  of  the  Exposition 
at  2:30  P.  m.  on  Saturday. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  city  also  in- 
vited the  members  of  this  society  to  use  their  parlors  and  rooms 
during  their  stay. 

The  Association  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  feame  place  at  10  A.  M. 
next  day. 

SECOND   day's   PR0CBEDING3. 

The  American  Medical  Association  reassembled  at  10  o'clock 
Wednesday  morning,  in  Tulane  Hall,  President  Campbell  in  the 
chair.     A  handsome  bouquet  decorated  the  President's  table. 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  K.  Gutheim  opened  the  session  with  prayer. 

The  following  telegram  from  ex-President  W,  O.  Baldwin  was 
read: 

"  Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  28. 

'*  For  reasons  that  I  could  not  control,  I  found  it  impossible  to 
be  with  you.  I  trust  you  will  have  a  pleasant  and  prosperous 
meeting.  W.  O.  Baldwin." 

Dr.  H.  D.  Didama,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  Chairman  of  the 
Section  on  Practical  Medicine,  Materia  Medica,  and  Physiology, 
delivered  his  address,  devoting  some  attention  to  the  germ  causa- 
tion of  disease,  and  going  into  a  very  able  discussion  of  the  thera- 
peutical question  of  the  day.     He  concluded  as  follows : 

**  No  man  liveth  for  himself  alone.  The  good  constitution, 
the  strong  resisting  power  of  the  temperate  and  upright  man  is 
not  only  a  sure  personal  defense  against  diseases  and  a  guarantee 
of  longevity;  it  is  transmitted  to  his  offspring  down  to  many 
generations.  The  dissolute  man,  broken  down  with  diseases  ac- 
quired while  sowing  his  wild  oats,  suffers  not  alone.  If  he  did, 
we  might  view  the  transaction  with  mitigated  Sorrow.  He  had 
his  coarse  enjoyment,  and  he  can  afford  to  reap  corruption.  But 
the  evil  that  he  does  lives  after  him  in  the  blighted  and  wretched 
lives  of  his  innocent  children  and  his  children's  children.  A 
priceless  inheritance  is  a  strong  resisting  combined  with  a  vigor- 
ous recuperative  power.  He  who  has  it,  and  preserves  it,  and 
fortifies  it,  living  a  clean  and  active  life,  eschewing  bodily  and 
mental  excesses,  and  clinging  to  the  Divine  promises,  may  bid 
3  8  P. 
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defiance  to  disease  in  its  multifarious  forms.  He  need  not  be 
afraid  for  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness,  nor  fur  the  de- 
struction that  wasteth  at  noonday.  Free  from  fear — the  greatest 
depressant — he  shall  walk  unscathed  through  all  perils.  A  thou- 
sand may  fall  at  his  side  and  ten  thousand  at  his  right-hand,  but 
disaster  shall  not  come  nigh  him ;  and  even  when  the  onslaught 
of  disease  cannot  be  wholly  warded  off,  the  wound  inflicted  shall 
have  speedy  healing." 

Dr.  R.  T.  Sutton,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Chairman  oi  the  Section 
of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women,  delivered  an  address  con- 
taining many  instructive  and  interesting  passages.  He  dwelt 
chiefly  on  the  history  of  ovariotomy,  the  title  of  the  address 
being  "  A  Brief  Review  of  the  Growth  of  McDowelPs  Operation 
at  Danville,  Ky.,  in  1809,  and  its  Present  Status.'' 

In  the  introduction  to  the  address  Dr.  Sutton  described  the 
operation  in  ovariotomy  on  Mrs.  Crawford,  performed  by  Dr. 
McDowell,  The  speaker  traced  the  gradual  development  of 
ovariotomy.  Up  to  1863  over  300  ovariotomies  had  been  accom- 
plished in  this  country.  Dr.  Keith  was  then  only  beginning  in 
Scotland,  and  the  operation  was  in  its  infancy  in  Italy  and  Russia. 

The  pioneers  in  this  field  afler  Dr.  McDowell,  were  Dr.  Alex. 
Dunlap,  of  Ohio,  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Dr. 
Kimball,  of  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Sutton  indicated  many  ramifications  of  the  original  opera- 
tion. In  concluding,  he  paid  a  high  tribute  to  Dr.  Marion  Sim9; 
"  the  great,  the  good,  the  pure,  the  noble,  the  generous,''  whose 
name  is  synonymous  with  the  surgery  of  women. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Van  Bibber,  of  Maryland,  delivered  part  of  an  ad- 
dress containing  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  a 
Health  City  in  Florida,  or  "Peninsular  and  Sub-Peninsular  Air 
and  Climate." 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  The  In- 
ternational Congress  was  now  resumed,  and  a  very  excited  discus- 
sion took  place,  participated  in  by  Drs.  Shoemaker,  Billings, 
Daniels,  Keller,  Gabriel,  Quimby,  Cole,  King,  Saunders^  Roberts, 
Smart  and  others.  The  report  of  said  committee  was  referred 
back  for  further  action  in  accordance  with  the  following  resolu- 
tion, offered  by  Dr.  Keller : 
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Eeaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  composed  of  repre- 
seDtatives  from  each  State  and  Territory,  also  from  the  medical 
departments  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  Navy,  and  Marine 
Hospitals;  that  these  members  should  be  added  to  the  original 
committee  of  seven,  with  power  to  review,  alter,  and  amend  the 
presented  report  of  the  original  committee  as  they  may  deem 
best ;  the  delegates  of  the  respective  States  in  attendance  at  this 
session  of  the  American  Medical  Society  to  re-elect  the  new  mem- 
bers of  this  committee,  and  the  presiding  officer  to  appoint  all  the 
other  members. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  Asso- 
ciation adjourned  until  10  A.  M.  next  day. 

THIRD  day's    proceedings. 

The  third  day's,  session  of  the  American  Medical  Society  was 
held  at  Tnlane  Hall  at  10  o'clock,  Thursday  morning.  Dr.  H. 
F.  Campbell,  the  president,  graced  the  chair.  Secretary  Dr.  At- 
kinson was  at  his  post,  while  several  other  learned  members  of 
the  Association  occupied  the  platform. 

The  Rev.  H.  H.  Waters,  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
appealed  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for  a  special  blessing  upon  the 
meeting  of  these  men  of  science. 

One  of  the  special  features  of  the  reports  of  committees  was 
that  of  the  report  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  as  Chairman  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  Meterological  Conditions  and  their  Rela- 
tions to  the  Prevalence  of  Diseases.  Also  concerning  the  subject 
of  collecting  investigations  of  disease,  in  co-operation  with  the 
coDQimittee  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  N.  8.  Davis  also  presented  a  report  as  chairman  of  a  special 
committee  on '' explanatory  declarations  concerning  the  proper 
interpretation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics,"  appointed  at  the  meeting 
of  May,  1884.  The  preamble  and  resolutions  included  in  this 
report,  and  which  were  adopted,  were  as  follows: 

Whercas,  Persistent  misrepresentations  have  been  and  still 
are  b^ing  made  concerning  certain  provisions  of  the  Code  of 
Ethics  of  this  Association,  by  which  many  in  the  community, 
and  some  even  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  are  led  to  believe 
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those  provisions  exclude  persons  from  professional  recognition, 
simply  because  of  diflRerences  of  opinions  of  doctrines ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  clause  1,  article  4,  in  the  National  Code  of 
Medical  Ethics  is  not  interpreted  as  excluding  from  professional 
fellowship,  on  the  ground  of  differences  in  doctrine  or  belief,  those 
who,  in  other  respects,  are  entitled  to  be  members  of  the  regular 
medical  profession.  Neither  is  there  any  other  article  or  clause 
of  the  said  ''Code  of  Ethics^'  that  interferes  with  the  exercise  of 
the  most  perfect  liberty  of  individual  opinions  and  practice. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  constitutes  a  voluntary  disconnection  or 
withdrawal  from  the  medical  profession  proper,  to  assume  a  name 
indicating  to  the  public  a  sectarian  or  exclusive  system  of  practice, 
or  to  belong  to  an  association  or  party  antagonistic  to  the  general 
medical  profession. 

3.  Resolved^  That  theie  is  no  provision  in  the  National  Code 
of  Medical  Ethics  in  anywise  inconsistent  with  the  broadest  dic- 
tates of  humanity,  and  that  the  article  of  the  Code  which  relates 
to  consultations  cannot  be  correctly  interpreted  as  indicating, 
under  any  circumstances,  the  rendering  of  professional  services 
whenever  there  is  a  pressing  or  immediate  need  of  them.  On 
the  contrary,  to  promptly  meet  the  emergencies  occasioned  by 
disease  or  accident,  and  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  the  distressed 
without  unnecessary  delay,  is  a  duty  fully  enjoined  on  every  mem- 
ber of  the  profession,  both  by  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  en- 
tire Code.  But  no  such  emergencies  or  circumstances  can  make 
it  necessary  or  proper  to  enter  into  formal  professional  consulta- 
tions with  those  who  have  voluntarily  disconnected  themselves 
from  the  regular  medical  profession  in  the  manner  indicated  by 
the  preceding  resolution. 

Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  of  Tennessee,  Chairman  of  the  Section  on 
Surgery  and  Anatomy,  read  a  very  able  and  scholarly  address  on 
the  history  and  development  of  the  department  of  surgery,  which 
was  listened  to  with  unabating  attention  throughout  its  delivery; 
after  which  it  was,  by  motion,  unanimously  resolved  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Publishing  Committee. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Dr.  E.  W.  SchauflTer,  of  Missouri,  who, 
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as  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  State  Medioine^  bad  prepared  an 
address  on  this. topic,  it  was  by  his  request^  as  voiced  by  a  friend, 
referred  to  the  proper  committee  for  publication  as  a  part  of  the 
proceedings. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  Atkinson,  read  the  report  of  the  Treasurer, 
Dr.  R.  J.  Dunglison,  of  Philadelphia,  which  declared  the  receipts 
in  the  past  year  to  have  been  $17,093,26,  being  an  increase  of 
$2,200  over  the  previous  year.  The  balance  on  hand,  he  stated, 
was  $932.11..  The  financial  outlook,  he  argued,  was  very  encour- 
aging- 

Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  of  Washington,  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Publication,  read  a  full  and  very  satisfactory  statement  of 
the  birth,  growth  and  promising  future  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Association,  of  which  Dr.'  N.  S.  Davis  is  the  editor  and  manager. 
A  call  being  made  for  Dr.  Davis,  he  modestly  arose  and  gave  an 
account  of  the  origin  and  prosecution  of  this  enterprise,  and  con- 
clusively showed  that  with^the  Board  of  Trustees  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  "  Journal,"  its  future  was  bright,  and  in  ten 
years  it  would  stand  as  high  in  the  estimation  of  scientists  as  any 
in  the  world,  and  have  funds  sufficient  to  cjBirry  on  many  expedi- 
tions of  research  in  the  interests  of  medical  science.  Dr.  Davis 
was  frequently  applauded  by  the  audience  during  his  brief  elo- 
qaent  address. 

Dr.  Reed,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution  as  a  stimulant  to  effort 
on  the  part  of  members  in  the  preparation  of  scientific  essays. 
His  resolution  provided  for  the  appointment  of  three  physicians, 
who  shall  form  a  committee  of  awards  in  each  section  of  the 
Association,  who  shall  decide  as  to  merit  of  said  essays. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

For  President,  Wm.  Brodie,  Michigan ;  first  Vice-President, 
Samuel  Logan,  Louisiana;  second  Vice-Pnsident,  A.  Y.  P.  Gar- 
nett.  District  of  Columbia;  third  Vice-President,  Charles  Alex- 
ander, Wisconsin;  fourth  Vice-President,  W.  F.  Peck,  Iowa; 
permanent  Secretary,  W.  B.  Atkinson,  Pennsylvania;  Treas- 
urer, R.  J.  Dunglison,  Pennsylvania;  Librarian,  C.  H.  A. 
Kleindschmidt,  District  of  Columbia. 
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Section  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine^  ChairraaD^  J.  T.  Whitta- 
ker,  Ohio ;  Secretary,  B.  L.  Coleman,  Kentucky. 

Section  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 
Chairman,  S.  C.  Gordon,  Maine ;  Secretary,  Dr.  Paine,  Texas. 

Section  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy,  Chairman,  N.  Senn,  Wiscon- 
sin; Secretary,  H.  H.  Mudd,  Missouri. 

Section  of  Opthalmology,  Otology,  Laryngology,  Chairman, 
Eugene  Smith,  Michigan;  Secretary,  Dr.  Fulton^  Minnesota.    . 

Section  of  Diseases  of  Children,  Chairman,  W.  D.  Haggard, 
Tennessee.;  Secretary,  yf,  B.  Lawrence,  Arkansas. 

Section  of  Oral  and  Dental  Surgery,  Chairman,  J.  H.  Mar- 
shall, Illinois;  Secretary,  A.  E.  Baldwin,  Illinois. 

Section  of  State  Medicine,  Chairman,  J.  H.  Ranch,  Illii^ois; 
Secretary,  F.  E.  Daniels,  Texas.  Members  of  Committee,  R.  D. 
Webb,  Alabama;  A.  J.  Dibrell,  Jr.,  Arkansas;  F.  W.  Hatch, 
California;  C.  H.  Dennison,  Colorado;  T.  Antisel,  District  of 
Columbia;  L.  B.  Bush,  Delaware;  A.  S.  Baldwin,  Florida;  J. 
P.  Logan,  Georgia;  D.  T.  Nelson,  Illinois^  E.  S.  Elder,  Indi- 
ana; D.  S.  Fairchild,  Iowa;  H.  G.  Hanawalt,  Kansas;  L.  B. 
Todd,  Kentucky ;  Stanford  E.  Chaille,  Louisiana;  F.  H.  Ger- 
rish,  Maine;  L.  H.  Warner,  Massachusetts;  W.  C.  Van  Bibber, 
Maryland;  H.  B.  Baker,  Michigan  ;  D.  W.  Hand,  Minnesota; 
B.  F.  Kittrell.  Mississippi ;  Willis  King,  Missouri;  A.  P.  Rich- 
ardson, New  Hampshire;  L.  W.  Oakley,  New  Jersey;  E.  M. 
Moore,  New  York)  Thomas  F.  Woad,  North  Carolina;  S.  F. 
White,  Nebraska ;  W.  M.  Beach,  Ohio;  J.  D.  Thomas,  Penn- 
sylvania; A.  Bellou,  Rhode  Island;  Manning  Simons,  South 
Carolina;  J.  B.  W.  Nowlin,  Tennessee;  George  Cupples,  Texas; 
H.  D.  Holton,  Vermont ;  Charles  Frissell,  West  Virginia ;  J- 
T.  Reeve,  Wisconsin;  J.  R.  Smith,  United  States  Army;  Geo. 
Peck,  United  States  Navy;  Walter  Wyman,  United  States  Ma- 
rine Hospital;  W.  E.  Duncan,  Wyoming. 

Committee  on  Necrology,  Chairman,  J.  M.  Toner,  District  of 
Columbia;  C.  H.  Franklin,  Alabama;  D.  A.  Linthicum,  Arkan- 
sas; C.  H.  Dennison,  Colorado;  Dr.  Lancaster,  Florida ;  Eugene 
Foster,  Georgia;  J.  H.  Hollister,  Illinois;  J.  T.  Hibbard,  Indi- 
ana ;  Wm.  Watson,  Iowa ;  Charles  Mottram,  Kansas ;  D.  S,  Rey- 
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Dolds^  Kentucky ;  E.  S.  Lewis,  Louisiana ;  T.  A.  Foster,  Maine; 
H.  O.  Marcy,  Massachusetts;  W.  Benton,  Missouri;  W.  F. 
Breakley,  Michigan;  G.  T.  French,  Minnesota;  R.  R,  Ward, 
Mississippi ;  J.  M.  Scott,  Missouri ;  E.  W.  Jones,  New  Hamp- 
shire; Stephen  Wicks,  New  Jersey;  J.  Lewis  Smith,  New  York; 
Thomas  T.  Wood,  North  Carolina;  F.  G.  Fuller,  Nebraska;  W. 
Chapman,  Ohio;  J.  M.  Hays,  I'ennsylvauia;  U.  E.  Anthony, 
Rhode  Island;  Thomas  Legare,  South  Carolina;  F.  L.  Sim, 
Tennessee;  Joseph  Sears,  Texas;  C.  F.  Chandler,  Vermont;  L. 
B.  Edwards,  Virginia;  Dr.  Howells, West  Virginia ,  J.  K.  Bart- 
lett,  Wisconsin;  W.  R.  Forward,  United  States  Army;  H.  W. 
Austin,  Marine  Hospital  Service ;  N.  L.  Bates,  United  States 
Navy;  J.  J.  McAhran,  Wyoming;  W.  E.  Duncan,  Dakota. 

The  members  of  the  judicial  council  are:  R.  A.  Kinlock,  South 
Carolina;  D.  D.  Saunders,  Tennessee;  T.  G.  Richardson,  Loui- 
siana; G.  A.  Ketchum,  Alabama;  G.  Baird,  West  Virginia;  J. 
M.  Toner,  District  of  Columbia;  A.  M,  Pollock,  Pennsylvania. 

The  place  and  time  selected  for  holding  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Association,  is  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May,  1886. 

Report  signed  by  R.  A.  Kinlock,  Chairman ;  L.  P.  Gibson, 
Secretary. 

This  report  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Dr.  Logan,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
announced  an  invitation  from  Dr.  Thomas  Layton,  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Administrators  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Medical  Society  to  visit  that  institution  at 
their  pleasure. 

Afler  attention  to  minor  matters  the  Society  adjourned  until 
10  A.  M.  next  day. 

FORTH  day's  proceedings. 

The  fourth  day's  and  closing  session  of  the  thirty-sixth  annual 
convention  of  the  American  Medical  Association  was  held  at 
Tulane  Hall  at  10  a.  m.  Friday,  May  1st. 

Vice-President  J.  S.  Lynch  presided  until  Dr.  Campbell,  the 
President,  arrived. 

Rev.  Sylvanus  Landrum,  D.  D.,  made  the  opening  prayer. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  *'  the  additional 
committee  on  The  International  Congress:" 

D.  A.  Linthicura,  ^Arkansas;  A.  Ketchum,  Alabama;  S.  P. 
Bush,  Delaware;  R.  Battey,  Georgia;  F.  W.  Beard,  Maryland; 

D.  W.  Stormont,  Kansas;  J.  W.  Dupree,  Louisiana;  A.  H. 
Wilson,  Massachusetts;  A.  R.  Smart,  Michigan;  J.  W.  Taylor, 
Mississippi ;  W.  Pierson,  New  Jersey;  J.  W.  Parsons,  New 
Hampshire ;  J.  L.  Shoemaker,  North  Carolina ;  R.  A.  Kinlock, 
South  Carolina,  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Texas;  W.  C.  Dabney, 
Virginia;  N.  Senn,  Wisconsin;  C.  Dennison,  Colorado;  A.  Y. 
P.  Garnett,  District  of  Columbia;  E.  P.  Cook,  Illinois;  W. 
Watson,  Iowa;  W.  H.  Wathen,  Kentucky;  S.  C.  Gordon,  Maine; 
J.  S.  Lynch,  Maryland ;  E.  French,  Minnesota;  N.  F.  Essex, 
Missouri ;  E.  Elliot,  New  York ;  R.  C.  Moore,  Nebraska ;  X.  C. 
Scott,  Ohio;  W.  C.  Arthur,  Rhode  Island;  F.  L.  Sim,  Tennes- 
see; C.  S.  Allen,  Vermont;  G.  Baird,  West  Virginia;  Surgeon 
Murray,  United  States  Army;  Surgeon  Gunneil,  United  States 
N:)vy;  J.  B.  Hamilton,  United  States  Marine  Hospital.  This 
committee  met  in  the  lower  Tulane  Hall  and  proceeded  to  or- 
ganize. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  their  concluding  re- 
port as  follows : 

Mr.  President — Your  nominating  committee  beg  leave  to 
respectfully  report  the  selection  of  the  following  oflScers  in  addi- 
tion to  those  presented  in  our  report  yesterday : 

Trustees  oj  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association — 

E.  M.  Moon,  M.  D.,  New  York ;  J.  H.  Hollister,  M.  D.,  Illinois, 
and  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D.,  District  of  Columl  ia. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Chairman,  Dr.  LeGrand  At  wood, 
M.  D.,  St.  Louis;  W.  (/.  Glasgow,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Secretary. 

The  Judicial  Council  are  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  K. 
Bartlett,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  report  was  duly  adopted. 

A  report  was  adopted  as  presented  by  the  Council  of  State 
Medicine,  which  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  steps  be  taken  to  establish  in  each  State  a  Board 
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of  Examination  of  Medical  Science,  whose  certificates  shall  be 
the  only  authority  to  practice  in  those  Ststes. 

A  bill  to  this  eflect  will  be  referred  to  the  societies  in  each  State. 

Dr.  Keller  oflfered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  near  future,  if  not  now,  cremation  will 
become  a  sanitary  need  in  the  cities. 

This  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  report  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  J.  A.  White,  of  Virginia,  Chairman  of  the  Section  on 
Ophthalmology,  Otology  and  Laryngology,  delivered  an  import- 
ant and  valuable  treatise  on  this  special  department  of  medicine, 
in  which  he  congratulated  the  profesjion  on  the  inti*oduction  of 
cocaine  as  an  anaesthetic. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Pope,  of  Texas,  Chairman  of  the  Section  of  the 
Diseases  of  Children,  stated  that  he  would  not  attempt  to  read 
his  paper,  but  as  there  was  much  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Association  during  its  closing  hours,  he  would  simply  give  an 
outline  of  the  address. 

By  vote  the  entire  paper  of  Dr.  Pope  was  referred  to  the  Ap- 
propriate Committee  for  publication. 

Resolvedy  That  a  new  section  of  medicine  entitled  '^  Medical 
Jurisprudence  ^'  be  established  by  the  Association.     lAea  over. 

Dr.  Toner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  reported 
that  since  the  establishment  of  the  Journal  all  the  deaths  had 
been  duly  reported  in  its  pages,  and  that  hence  he  had  no  necro- 
logical  information  to  communicate. 

The  secretaries  of  each  section  were  requested  to  present  their 
minutes  of  proceedings  to  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  editor  of  the  Journal. 

Dr.  Morris  H.  Henry,  of  New  York,  was  appointed  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  British  Medical  Association. 

Ex-President  Toner  and  ex-President  Richardson,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  conduct  the  President-elect,  Dr.  William 
Brodie,  of  Michigan,  to  the  chair,  who,  now  amid  rounds  of  ap- 
plause, was  introduced  to  the  Association.  He  said  that  he  would 
not  at  this  time  make  an  extended  address,  but  thanked  the 
Association  for  the  compliment  paid  him  by  his  election. 
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Dr.  Campbell  retired  with  f^race  and  dignity  from  his  arduous 
duty  as  president. 

Dr.  Davis  made  the  closing  remarks,  in  which  he  paid  a  high 
compliment  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  for  their  reception 
and  entertainment  of  the  members  of  the  American  Medical 
Society.  He  then  moved  that  this  body  do  now  adjourn,  which 
was  unanimously  consented  to. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  were  adopted  in  which  this  noted 
body  of  accomplished  gentlemen  expressed  most  ardently  their 
appreciation  of  the  courteous  attentions  paid  them  by  the  citizens 
of  New  Orleans,  specially  mentioning  Mrs.  Dr.  T.  G  Richardson, 
Mrs.  Cartright  Eustis,  the  Jockey  Club,  the  numerous  hosts  who 
had  so  kindly  and  elegantly  entertained  them,  also  the  adminis- 
trators of  Tu lane  University  for  the  use  of  their  several  buildings 
for  holding  their  sessions,  and  to  the  press  for  their  reports. 

A  number  of  delegates,  unable  to  repress  their  feelings  of  grati- 
tude for  the  cordial  greeting  and  handsome  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  entertained  during  their  stay  in  this  city,  made  short 
but  earnest  speeches  in  praise  of  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans. 


Levis^s  Metallic  SpiiiNTS  for  Fractfure  of  Lower  End 
OF  THE  Radius. — This  Splint  is  made  in  two  sizes — adults'  and 
children's,  by  Mr.  J.  Ellwood  Lee,  of  Conshohocken,  Penn. 
Price,  $1.00  for  each  piece. 

The  following  is  from  an  article  by  Dr.  R.  J.  Levis: 

''The  correct  nature  and  mechanism  of  the  ordinary  form  of 
fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius  is  now,  after  much  con- 
troversy, generally  admitted  and  properly  comprehended.  With 
this  proper  understanding  the  indications  of  treatment  become 
rational  and  decisive. 

In  the  usual  and  very  characteristic  fracture  of  the  carpal  end 
of  the  radius  the  primary  line  of  the  fracture  is,  with  little  ten- 
dency to  deviation,  transverse  in  direction.  Associated  lines  of 
fracture  are  generally  those  of  com  jinution  of  lower  fragment, 
and  are  caused  by  the  upper  fragment  being  driven  vertically  into 
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it  and  splitting  it,  usually  in  directions  towards  its  articular  sur- 
face. 

The  displacement  of  the  lower  fragment  is  towards  the  dorsal 
aspect  of  the  forearm,  and  its  articular  surface  is  inclined  in  the' 
same  direction,  abnormally  presenting  backwards  and  upwards. 

The  mechanism  of  the  fracture  is  its  production  by  falls  upon 
the  palm  of  the  hand,  which,  with  the  carpus,  undergoes  extreme 
extension,  and  the  fracture  is  caused  hy  an  act  of  leverage  or  trans- 
verse strain.  This  direction  of  force  has  also  been  called  cross- 
breaking  strain. 

In  this  fracture,  actual  displacement  of  the  lower  fragment 
may  not  exist  at  all,  or  it  may  be  to  the  extent  of  complete  sepa- 
ration from  contact  of  the  broken  surfaces,  varying  with  the 
amount  of  force  applied  and  with  the  retaining  influence  of  the 
surrounding  dense  structures. 

The  first  essential  of  the  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  lower 
end  of  the  radius  is  the  complete  rediuition  of  the  displa.cement. 
The  action  of  replacement  must  be  directed  to  the  lower  fragment 
itself.  The  reduction  of  the  fracture  can  usually  be  thoroughly 
effected,  under  anaesthesia,  by  strong  extension  applied^  the  handy 
associated  vnth  forced  fit  xion  of  the  wrist ^  and  with  pressure  applied 
directly  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  lower  fragment.  Unless  ver- 
tical splitting  or  comminution  of  the  lower  fragments  exists,  the 
maintaining  of  partial  flexion  of  the  wrist,  with  pressure  of  a  pad 
on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  fragment,  will  prevent  return  of  de- 
formity. 

With  the  object  of  retaining  the  apposition  of  the  fractured 
surfaces,  by  overcoming  displacing  forces,  I  have  practiced  for 
many  years  on  the  principles  involved  in  the  splint  here  illustrated, 
the  application  of  which  will  not  require  much  description. 

In  the  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius  it 
is  essential  that  proper  allowance  be  made  for  the  curvature  of  the 
anterior  or  palmar  surface  of  this  part  of  the  bone.  This  is  in- 
sured in  the  splint  which  I  have  devised,  which  follows  correctly 
the  radial  curvature;  and  the  fixing  of  the  thenar  and  hypothenar 
eminences  of  the  hand  in  their  moulded  beds,  maintains  the  splint 
immovably  in  its  correct  position  with  reference  to  the  radial  curve. 
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To  neglect  of  complete  primary  reduction  of  the  displacement 
of  the  lower  fragment^  and  to  inefficient  restoration  and  retention 
of  the  normal  radial  curve,  are  due  the  frequent  unfortunate  se- 
quences of  this  fracture. 

The  splint  is  made  of  copper,  so  as  to  be  readily  conformable 
by  bending  to  suit  the  peculiarities  of  size  and  form  of  forearm?. 

The  slight  roughness  left  on  back  of  splint  from  perforations 
is  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  bandage  from  slipping.  It  is 
nickel -plated  to  prevent  oxidation. 


The  splint  will  usually  fit  the  forearm  so  accurately  that  but 
little  padding  will  be  required,  and  a  piece  of  woven  lint,  or  of 
cotton  or  woolen  flannel  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  its  lining.  No 
dorsal  splint  is  needed,  but,  as  before  referred  to,  a  small  pad  will, 
in  most  cases,  be  required  over  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  lower 
fragment.  For  retention  of  the  splint  an  ordinary  bandage,  two 
inches  and  a  half  to  three  inches  wide,  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

This  splint  has  the  merits  of  being  applicable  to  all  cases  of 
fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius,  and  also  to  many  other 
injuries  involving  the  forearm  and  wrist,  and,  as  now  supplied, 
is  very  inexpensive. 


Nothing  good  e3;cept  it  Cometh  prom  Gotham. — Our 
very  excellent  and  highly  esteemed  contemporary.  The  New  York 
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Medieal  Journal^  of  May  2d  ult.,  concludes  an  editorial  on  "  The 
Meeting  at  New  Orleans"  as  follows: 

"In  the  choice  of  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  too,  it  seems 
to  us  that  the  Association  has  been  ill-advieed,  for  among  the 
general  officers  we  do  not  recognize  one  who  is  widely  known  as  a 
representative  of  the  American  profession." 

Well,  we  must  acknowledge  that  Bro.  Foster's  able  and  talented 
colleagues  of  the  great  American  Metropolis,  both  great  and 
small,  did  fail  to  find  a  place  among  the  general  officers;  but  we 
also  desire  to  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  out  of  the  great 
array  of  medical  talent  around  about  him,  there  were  given  the 
Association  only  two  to  select  from.  Granted  that  those  two 
were  well-known  and  most  worthy,  yet  other  States  and  localities 
both  farther  and  nearer  lo  the  place  of  meeting  than  New  York, 
sent  likewise  able  men,  in  most  instances  accompanied  by  large 
delegations. 

Farthermore,  we  think  it  rather  bard  on  such  men  as  Brodie, 
of  Michigan,  Garnett,  of  District  Columbia,  Logan,  of  Lousiana, 
Alexander,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Peck,  of  Iowa,  that  because,  for- 
sooth, they  have  not  had  the  opportunities  of  advertising  them- 
selves by  attending  on  dying  Presidents,  or  sick  ex-Presidents, 
or  had  l>een  so  very  unfortunate  as  to  be  compelled  to  practice 
the  healing  art  faithfully  and  well  for  long  years  outside  the  din 
and  bustle  of  Gotham,  they  arc  unrecognized  as  "representatives  of 
the  American  profession"  by  so  able  an  exponent  of  medical  thought 
as  the  New  York  Medical  Journal. 

And  again,  if  perchance  Whitaker,  of  Ohio,  is  not  known  in 
New  York,  he  is  in  the  great  Southwest;  as  is  Gordon,  of  Maine, 
Se/in,  of  Wisconsin,  Smith,  of  Michigan,  Haggard,  of  Tennessee, 
and  Ranch,  of  Illinois. 

Co.ne  to  St.  Louis  next  year  Bro.  F.,  and  we  will  see  if  we 
cannot  do  something  for  you. 


Dr.  Dvu:  bs,  of  Peoria,  reports  the  case  of  a  man  about  45 
years  of  age  the  ianitor  of  the  building  in  which  his  office  is  loca- 
ted, who  had  beei:  a  sufferer  from  rheumatism  for  nearly  ten 
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years.  The  attacks  were  very  frequent  apd  very  severe,  often 
necessitating  the  use  of  crutches,  and  would  not  yield  to  treat- 
ment with  any  degree  of  certainty.  During  the  paroxysms,  re- 
lief from  pain  was  secured  only  by  the  use  of  morphine. 

Having  received  a  sample  bottle  of  tongaline  he  gave  it  to 
this  patient,  who  derived  so  much  benefit  from  the  use  of  its  con- 
tents, that  he  took  the  remedy  regularly.  Having  used  three 
bottles  within  four  weeks  he  found  himself  entirely  free  from 
the  complaint  and  has  experienced  no  recuraence  since,  although 
eighteen  months  have  passed  and  he  has  been  able  to  attend  to  all 
of  his  duties  during  two  very  severe  winters. 


Pekpect  Natural.  Food. — It  is  an  established  fact  that  the 
most  natural,  the  most  perfect,  substitute  for  mother's  milk,  is 
milk  again,  particularly  cow's  milk  properly  diluted  and  sweetened 
with  sugar  of  milk.  Cow's  milk  in  its  ordinary  state,  however, 
is  not  properly  reliable  and  digestible  for  either  infants  or  invalids. 
But  by  the  new  p:ocess  employed  in  the  preparation  of  Dyer'a 
Special  Cream  Brand,  the  milk  is  converted  into  the  most  digest- 
ible and  nourishing  of  foods.  In  fuct,  in  digestion  it  undergoes 
precisely  the  same  changes  as  mother's  milk;  does  not  curd  like 
fresh  cow's  milk  and  cannot  cause  flatulency.  This  preparation 
keeps  for  years  in  any  climate  yet  contains  no  cane  sugar  or  other 
addition. 


Messrs,  J.  H.  Clark  &  Co.:        Indianapolis,  May  4,  1884. 

Gentlemen — I  have  used  your  Physician's  Operating  Chair 
for  some  time  in  my  ofiSce,  and  find  it  a  model  of  simplicity  and 
convenience.  It  possesses  all  the  advantages  of  the  more  com- 
plicated and  expensive  ofiSce  chairs,  with  none  of  the  disadvan- 
ages  of  expensive  mechanism  to  get  out  of  repair. 

I  can  conscientiously  recommend  this  as  one  of  the  very  best 
oflSce  chairs  in  the  market.        Henry  Jameson,  M.  D., 

Prof.  Medical  College  of  Indiana. 
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Texas  Refuses  to  Regulate  theTractice  of  Medicine. 
— The  March  number  of  our  valued  exchange,  The  Texas  Courier 
Record,  contains  several  editorials  bitterly  regretting  the  defeat 
of  the  Daniel  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  that  State,  before  the  nineteenth  Legislature. 


J.  W.  QooDWYN,  Esq.:  Macon,  Ga.,  Dec.  31,  1884. 

Deab  Sir — I  have  used  your  Compound  Syrup  of  Hypophos- 
phites,  and  am  entirely  satisfied  with  its  action.  It  is  all  that 
you  claim  for  it.  Yours  Respectfully, 

Howard  J.  Williams,  M.  D. 


A  Good  Move. — At  a  recent  session  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion ot  Georgia,  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  was 
adopted  as  the  journal  of  the  Association,  and  the  Transactions 
of  the  Association  will  be  published  henceforward  in  that  journal. 


Laurel  Hill,  Penn. 
I  have  been  using  lactopeptine  for  two  years  in  my  practice, 
and  so  far  it  has  proved  successful  in  Cholera  Infantum,  Dysen- 
tery, and  all  diseases  of  the  bowels.  N.  Sypert,  M.  D. 


Peacock's  Bromides,  and  Fucus  Marina  made  by  the  Pea- 
cock Chemical  Company  of  St.  Louis,  are  worthy  of  a  trial.  See 
advertisement  and  send  for  sample. 


The  Gate  City  Stone  Filter  commends  itself  to  all  who 
have  ever  given  it  a  trial. 
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Original  ^ommttnicHtions. 


ANNUAL    ADDRESS 

OF 

DUNCAN    EVE,   A.M.,   M.D., 

Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery  at  the  Thirty- 

sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asao- 

dation,  held  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana^ 

April  26,  1885. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Association. — 
The  SurgicalSection  of  the  American  Medical  Association  has  cause 
for  warmest  congratulation  byreason  ofthe  large  number  of  its  mem- 
bers, their  high  attainments,  their  devotion  to  science,  their  well 
deserved  fame  and  distinction,  the  rapid  progress  of  this  depart- 
ment, the  wonderful  enlarpjement  of  its  field  of  thought  and  ac- 
tion, the  great  increase  of  its  means  and  opportunities  of  useful- 
ness, the  splendor  of  its  past  achievements,  and  the  brilliant 
promise  of  its  future  conquests. 

The  lights  of  the  present  and  the  shadows  of  its  past  history 
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are  necessary  to  a  faithful  portraiture  of  its  true  dimensions  and 
real  stature.  The  very  limitation  of  its  sphere  results  in  a  clearer 
definition  of  its  province.  It  ante-dates  the  pyramids,  and  lin- 
gers with  the  Egyptian  priesthood,  who  upon  sacred  walls  trans- 
mitted to  us  their  knowledge  of  operations  and  instruments,  not 
unlike  some  of  to-day. 

It  was  deified  in  the  person  of  its  Grecian  disciples,  while 
temples  rose  and  altars  smoked  in  its  worship.  With  the  birth 
of  poetry  its  praises  began,  and  Homeric  verse  pays  it  tribute. 
It  flowed  in  the  same  channel  with  all  ancient  knowledge — from 
Egypt  to  Greece,  thence  to  the  Seven  Hills. 

While  it  suffered  in  common  with  all  other  knowledge,  obscu- 
ration and  neglect,  in  the  painful  hiatus  of  human  progress,  yet 
so  vital  its  genius,  so  necessary  its  life,  and  so  inspiring  its  study 
and  pursuit,  that  gleams  of  sunshine,  though  fitful,  played  upon 
the  deep  gloom,  and  it  glowed  and  kindled  with  the  earliest  dawn 
of  modern  science  and  learning. 

Yet,  up  to  the  sixteenth  century  a  fatal  barrier  opposed  truly 
scientific  progress,  for  how  could  truth  be  attained  in  that  occu- 
pation whose  province  is  to  divide  or  unite  tissues,  separate  what- 
ever is  dangerous  or  inconvenient,  remove  foreign  bodies  or  those 
which  have  become  such,  arrest  hsemorrhage,  reduce  inflamma- 
tion, repair  and  correct  deformities,  restore  lost  tissue,  etc.,  with- 
out a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  human  organism,  and  compass 
this  knowledge  without  Anatomy,  whose  relation  to  Surgery  is  as 
light  to  the  eye.  Italy  blessed  the  world  and  the  name  of  Ves- 
alius  became  immortal  in  recognition  of  the  fact.  France  par- 
ticipated in  the  glory  through  "the great  king-honored,  man-lov- 
ing and  God-serving  Chirurgeon,**  Ambroise  Parfe ;  but  at  the 
close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Italy  again  moves  to  the  front 
in  the  Opera  Chirvrgica,  of  Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente;  there 
after  appears  Wiseman,  in  England,  and  hosts  of  names  else- 
where, yet  all  upon  the  same  and  correct  idea. 

This  alone  however  is  not  suflScient,  for  to  anatomy  must  be 
added  physiology  and  pathology — the  latter  unattainable  without 
a  knowledge  of  the  former. 

The  eighteenth  century  was  endowed  by  the  profound  attain- 
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mentA  in  Anatomy  and  the  brilliant  ingenuity  of  its  surgeons; 
the  names  of  Pott  and  Hunter,  of  Scarpa  and  Bertrandi,  ol  Petit 
and  Biehaty  of  Theden  and  Richter,  are  indellibly  inscribed  upon 
the  historic  page.  The  impetus  received  extends  through  the 
eighteenth  century^  while  the  nineteenth  is  ushered  in  with  a 
blaze  of  glory.  For  be  it  known,  that  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
enriches  the  science  with  a  wealth  which  in  comparison  impov- 
erishes all  preceding  centuries. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Liston,  Dupuytren,  Lisfranc,  Velpeau,  Civ- 
ialc,  have  passed  away,  but  others  remain,  and  this  country  by 
force  of  its  genius,  has  achieved  triumphs  which  the  learning  of 
Europe  had  failed  to  attain. 

The  improvements  of  this  age  in  Surgery  have  thus  been  sum- 
marized: discovery  of  anaesthetic  agents;  resection  of  bones  at 
the  joints;  the  preservation  of  the  periosteum  and  consequent 
development  of  new  bone;  partial  amputations  of  the  foot;  am- 
putations of  the  hip-joint;  the  cure  of  aneurisms  by  the  ligation 
of  arteries  within  the  trunk  and  immediate  at  their  departure 
from  it;  the  excision  of  the  whole  of  the  upper  or  lower  jaw; 
the  operations  for  cleft  or  deficient  velum  palati,  or  palatine  vault; 
opening  ot  the  air  passages  to  avoid  asphyxia;  extirpation  of  the 
uterus,  ovaries  and  lower  portion  of  the  rectum;  the  antiseptic 
treatment  of  wounds;  the  introduction  of  silver  and  animal 
sutures;  the  process  of  remedying,  ununited  fractures;  the  substi- 
tution of  milder  means  for  the  trephine  in  all  except  the  most 
serious  cases;  the  improved  treatment  of  ulcers  and  abscesses; 
the  radical  cure  of  hernia;  the  successful  treatment  of  calculus 
both  by  lithotomy  and  lithotrity;  improvement  in  the  treatment 
of  strictures  of  the  urethra,  oesophagus  and  rectum;  the  satis- 
factoiy  treatment  of  malignant* diseases;  the  restorative  process 
in  -vhich  the  nose,  lip,  etc.,  are  restored  from  adjacent  tissues; 
and  (he  great  improvements  in  mechanical  treatment  of  ortho- 
paedic affections. 

The  contemplation  of  the  history  of  Surgery  is  indeed  cheer- 
ing. It  is  wonderful  what  had  been  accomplished  before  anatomy 
was  made  nn  essential  part  ot  its  study.  It  shows  its  great 
value,  its  deep  necessity  and  resistless  fascination ;  indeed,  it  is 
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astouDding,  how  so  rauch  could  have  been  acquired,  while  the 
structure  of  the  body  was  unknown.  It  was  truly  an  epoch  when 
the  study  of  anatomy  became  a  part  of  Surgical  learning.  Thu« 
for  the  first  time  the  characteristics  of  a  science  were  impressed 
upon  it.  If  the  most  beautiful  machinery  that  ever  addressed 
itself  to  motion  was  before  you,  with  a  motive  power  peculiar  to 
itself,  making  vitality  its  essential  active  principle;  a  machinery 
involving  sensation,  conscious  by  this  fact  of  its  own  injury;  and 
rising  higher  still  and  attaining  a  manifestation  unknown  to  any 
other  form  of  existence  with  which  we  can  be  acquainted — a 
thinking  machine  ;  a  structure  which  in  the  number  o<  component 
parts,  the  variety  of  materials,  their  uses  and  adaptations,  their 
mode  of  exhaustion  and  supply,  of  construction,  destruction  and 
reproduction  ;  and  these  all  subject  to  every  form  of  accident  and 
injury,  it  could  well  enlist  the  highest  energies  and  noblest  facul- 
ties of  the  human  mind  and  heart,  and  the  results  which  have 
been  accomplished  are  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated. 

In  studying  what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  wc  find 
it  also  consistent  with  the  progress  of  Surgical  science. 

It  has  been  characterized  by  the  assemblage  of  most  eminent 
minds  in  national  and  international  conventions,  where  the  most 
elaborate  papers  upon  every  pertinent  subject  have  been  submit- 
ted and  discussed  with  a  candor,  ability,  and  love  of  truth,  that 
reflects  honor  upon  the  profession. 

No  startling  discoveries  have  been  made,  but  everything  ac- 
quired heretofore  has  been  critically  reviewed  and  tested,  facts 
have  been  arranged  and  classified,  experiments  repeated  and  ver- 
ified, and  theories  examined  with  an  impartial  spirit.  In  a  word, 
it  has  been  an  inventory,  to  employ  a  commercial  phrase,  of  all 
that  is  now  possessed  by  the  profession.  The  pen  also  has  been 
most  active,  in  books,  journals  and  papers. 

To  make  mention  of  some  of  the  most  prominent : 

Prof.  Henry  B.  Sands,  suggests  a  novel  procedure  for  the  re- 
lief of  oesophageal  strictures,  by  means  of  an  operation  (internal 
oesophagotomy).  An  instrument  is  employed  similar  in  mech- 
anism to  certain  urethratomes,  by  which  a  division  is  made  of  the 
undilatable  strictures.     The  recommendation  of  his  operation  is 
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supported  by  a  successful  case  reported  to  the  New  York  Surgi- 
cal Society^ 

Dr.  John  H.  Packard  performed  lumbar  colotomy  for  an  im- 
perforate rectum,  in  which  death  occurred  in  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  days  after  the  date  of  the  operation.  Dr.  Packard 
intimates  that  he  would  perform  inguinal  colotomy,  as  affording 
better  opportunities  of  success,  as  the  risk  would  be  counterbal- 
anced by  an  easier  access  to  the  terminal  part  of  the  bowel. 

Dr.  George  R.  Fowler  reports  two  very  interesting  and  suc- 
cessful cases  of  facial  neuralgia,  relieved  by  neurectotomy.  The 
first  case  was  an  exaggerated  neuialgia  of  the  frontal  division  of 
the  ophthalmic  nerve  of  several  years  standing.  The  operation, 
somewhat  different  from  Leinhart%  consists  in  making  an  incis- 
ion along  the  upper  margin  of  the  left  orbit — the  supra-orbital 
nerve  was  traced  back  to  a  point  where  it  and  the  supra- trochlea 
arise  from  the  frontal  nerve,  beyond  which  point  it  was  severed, 
also  its  branches  dissected  out  and  divided.  The  second  case  was 
ticdbloureux  of  only  three  months  standing.  A  modification  of 
Caroochan's  operation  was  instituted,  by  making  a  curvilininear 
incision  parallel  to,  and  a  little  below  the  inferior  orbital  mar- 
gin. The  upper  flap  was  raised  and  the  branches  of  the  inferior 
orbital  nerve  dissected  out.  The  bone  was  laid  bare  and  a  small 
Galt^s  trephine  removed  a  disk  of  bone  from  the  wall  oftheantrum. 
A  still  smaller  trephine  was  now  made  to  puncture  the  posterior 
wall  of  the  antrum,  alter  which  by  use  of  a  small  bone  chisel  the 
infra-orbital  canal  was  broken  down,  and  finally  section  of  the 
superior  maxillary  nerve,  beyond  a  point  where  it  joins  MeckePs 
ganglion.  In  both  cases  pain  disappeared  immediately  after  the 
operation. 

Dr.  F.  Lange  suggests  a  new  method  of  treating  large  bony 
cavities  in  the  lower  end  of  the  femur  of  adults.  The  method  con- 
sists of  securing  a  flap  of  soft  parts  to  the  bottom  wall  of  the 
bone  cavity,  after  its  anterior  wall  had  been  removed,  and  its  sur- 
face had  been  thoroughly  refreshed  and  purified. 

Drs.  J.  H.  Musser  and  W.  W.  Keen  report  two  new  cases  of  chol- 
ecystotomy,  and  present  a  table  of  all  hitherto  reported  cases.  In 
case  first,  there  was  a  history  of  biliary  concretion  of  five  years 
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standing,  jaundice  for  eight  months  and  symptoms  of  obstruc- 
tion. Dr.  Keen  performed  cholecystotomy  and  the  patient  re- 
covered. 

In  the  second  case  there  was  gastro-intostinnl  catarrh,  followed 
by  jaundice,  both  becoming^  chronic,  with  symptoms  of  internal 
suppuration.  Dr.  Keen  also  performed  cholecystotomy,  but  the 
patient  died  in  a  short  time. 

In  the  thirty-five  cases  enumerated  in  the  table  the  gall  blad- 
der was  not  opened  in  four  of  the  patients,  therefore  strictly 
speaking  these  latter  are  not  examples  of  cholecystotomy. 

Dr.  Keen  recommends  if  the  diagnosis  be  fairly  well  estab- 
lished, an  incision,  with  strict  antiseptic  precautions  over  the 
centre  of  the  tumor,  and  parallel  to  the  free  border  of  the  ribs, 
three  inches  in  length.  The  gall-bladder  is  now  aspirated  and  a 
flattened  scoop  used  to  keep  back  the  intestines  and  carry  ofi^ 
fluids,  being  arranged  at  one  end  to  serve  as  a  conduit.  The  gall 
bladder  should  now  be  incised  to  the  extent  of  an  inch,  all  dis- 
covcral)le  concretions  removed  with  forceps,  and  a  fistula  estab- 
lished by  fastening  the  edges  of  the  incised  bladder  to  that  of  the 
abdominal  wall. 

Owing  to  long  continued  jaundice  disorganizing  the  blood, 
there  is  a  marked  hsemorrhagic  tendency  in  a  majority  of  these 
cases.  Out  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  reported  only  ten  deaths 
occurred. 

Dr.  Henry  Morris  recommends  the  following  procedure  for  the 
removal  of  impacted  calculi  in  the  ureter  :  Having  dilated  the 
urethra  in  the  female,  or  performed  external  urethrotomy  in 
the  male,  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand  should  be  passed  into 
the  bladder.  If  a  hard  fixed  body  should  be  felt  in  the  situation 
of  the  opening  of  either  ureter,  a  knife  shaped  like  a  gum  lan- 
cet should  be  passed  in,  and  the  tissue  covering  the  stone  should 
be  incised,  a  scoDp  being  used  to  turn  the  calculus  out  of  its  bed, 
and  to  remove  it. 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Smith  proposes  a  woven-wire  corset,  instead  of 
the  plaster  jacket  for  spinal  affections,  claiming  that  the  latter 
causes  bronchial  trouble  by  cooling  the  body  during  the  drying 
process  of  the  plaster. 
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Dr.  J.  Wiest  reports  a  successful  reduction  after  thirty-eight 
hours  of  a  Bi-lateral  dislocation  of  the  sixth  cervical  vertebra 
from  the  seventh,  without  fracture  of  the  body  of  the  vertebra. 

The  experience  in  this  country  regarding  "  Rectal  Etheriza- 
tion "  has  decidedly  been  adverse  to  employment,  having  caused 
death  to  say  nothing  of  ulceration  resulting  in  the  intestinal 
tract. 

One  of  the  roost  prominent  features  in  the  past  yearly  prog- 
ress of  American  Surgery  is  the  increased  use  of  antiseptic 
methods  and  appliances.  To  Dr.  L.  S.  Pilcher,  we  are  indebted 
for  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  paper  on  ^*  Recent  Advances 
in  Methods  of  Wound-treatment.*'  He  urges  the  use  of  ^aseptic 
instruments',  that  is,  instruments  so  constructed  as  to  leave  no 
crevices  or  joints  where  impurities  may  find  lodgment.  An- 
other step  he  claims  as  an  advance,  is  the  use  of  '^  buried 
sutures,'' consisting  of  a  series  of  catgut  sutures  applied  to  the 
deeper  parts  of  an  extensive  wound,  by  which  the  layers  of 
tissue,  one  after  another  are  apx>osed  from  the  bottom  of  the 
wound  upward,  the  sutures  being  absorbed  during  the  process  of 
healing.  Dr.  Pilcher  also  lays  special  stress  upon  the  value,  for 
dressings,  of  turf  mossy  and  ordinary  sawdust,  disinfected  with 
corrosive  sublimate,  and  made  permanently  antiseptic  with 
naphthaline. 

In  connection  with  surgical  literature  during  the  past  year, 
among  the  most  notable  additions  may  be  mentioned,  two 
volumes  of  the  International  Encyclopsedia  of  Surgery,  Vols. 
IV.  and  v.;  A  volume  on  the  Principles  of  Surgery,  by 
the  late  Prof.  W.  H.  VanBuren,  edited  by  Dr.  L.  A.  Stimson ; 
A  paper  by  Prof.  Moses  Gunn  on  the  "Philosophy  of  Manipula- 
tion in  the  Reduction  of  Hip  and  Shoulder  Dislocations;"  A 
paper  by  Prof,  T.  M.  Markoe  on  "Sarcoma  of  Synovial  Sheaths;" 
A  paper  by  Prof.  Roswell  Park,  on  "Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and 
Joints  and  its  Treatment  by  Ignipuncture,"  and  A  paper  by  Dr. 
Frank  Rockwell,  on  "Antiseptic  Surgery  in  Private  Practice." 

It  is  gratifying  to  contemplate  the  thought  and  action  of  the 
closing  surgical  year.  It  is  full  of  promise  for  the  future.  The 
profession   has  been   husbanding  its  energies,  and  disciplining 
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its  forces,  gathering  its  strength,  filling  and  replenishing  its  ar- 
senal for  the  most  glorious  contest  that  the  world  ever  saw ;  and 
the  seeming  repose  was  really  active  preparations  for  future 
struggles  and  more  glorious  victories.  All  the  achievements  of 
the  past  will  be  but  the  alphabet  of  the  science  of  the  future. 

While  the  first  century  of  American  Surgery  accomplished  so 
much,  let  us  remember  that  among  its  many  bright  and  shining 
lights — its  stars  of  greater  of  lesser  magnitude,  its  closing  and 
most  effective  portion,  was  illumined  by  one  who  stood  far  above 
his  fellows,  and  who  was  permitted  to  sum  up  its  details  and  ac- 
complishments, as  well  as  to  make  his  impress  on  the  initial 
portion  of  the  second  centenial  period.  When  this  Association 
was  in  session  but  a  short  year  ago,  its  members  weie  saddened, 
their  hearts  bowed  down,  by  the  intelligence  that  the  greatest  of 
American  surgeons  had  joined  the  innumerable  caravan,  and 
had  "crossed  the  river  to  rfst  under  the  shade  of  the  trees." 
After  more  than  three-score  years  and  ten  of  a  most  honored  and 
useful  life,  after  making  a  greater  impress  upon  the  plastic  field 
of  surgery  than  was  ever  given  to  one  man,  after  justly  won  and 
well  merited  honors  at  home  and  abroad,  he  was  permitted  to 
join  the  illustrious  Fathers  of  the  profession  he  loved  and  hon- 
ored so  well,  leaving  throngs  and  hosts  to  lament  and  mourn  his 
loss,  and  join  in  the  universal  pseans  of  praise. 

And  if  be  not  permitted  for  one  to  recross  from  the  other  side, 
may  we  not  hope  that  the  stimulus  of  his  great  name,  the  emula- 
tion of  his  most  worthy  example,  the  incitement  of  his  untiring 
energy,  the  encouragement  of  his  persistent  labor,  and  the  love 
for  bis  fellow-man  that  filled  his  warm  and  kind  heart,  may  |>er- 
vade  this  Association  and  more  especially  the  Section  which 
knew  him  so  well,  and  loved  him  as  a  Father  lor  so  many  years. 

As  he  has  said,  our  art  as  "  practised  at  the  present  day,  is  en- 
titled to  the  highest  respect  and  admiration  of  the  profession,  and 
the  most  profound  gratitude  of  mankind.  It  has  attained,  if  not 
its  finality,  certainly  a  wonderful  degree  of  perfection ;  it  has 
emerged  out  of  chaos  into  order,  and  out  of  darkness  into  light; 
it  has  laid  aside  its  farrago  of  instruments,  and  its  fondness  for 
blood  and  torture;  in  a  word  it  has  assumed  the  fair  and  stately 
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proportions  of  a  science;  and  little  remains  to  be  done  to  place  it 
upon  a  firm  and  immutable  basis,  beyond  its  eflForts  to  determine 
the  best  plans  by  which  it  seeks  to  accomplish  its  various  pur- 
poses. Within  the  last  twenty-five  years  it  has  literally  invaded 
every  organ  and  region  of  the  boly,  and  achieved  feats  of  a 
character  evincive  of  the  highest  daring,  of  the  most  varied 
knowledge,  and  of  the  moftt  marvellous  dexterity.  Once  re- 
garded as  a  disgrace,  it  can  be  regarded  so  now  only  when  it  is 
practised  for  base  and  selfish  ends;  not  when  it  interposes  its 
humane  and  beneficent  resources  for  the  purj)ose  of  removing 
disease,  prolonging  life,  and  arresting  death.''* 

Or  may  we  not  exclaim  as  he  did  just  six  years  since,  when 
the  leading  medical  men  of  America  were  assembled  io  do  him 
honor  and  reverence;  "Oh  !  for  a  glance  at  the  profession  half  a 
century  hence,  when  man,  enlightened  and  refined  by  education, 
and  redeemed  from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance  and  superstition, 
shall  reflect  more  perfectly  than  he  now  does  the  image  of  his 
Maker."t 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  H.  H.  BATE,  M.  D.,  OF  CAS- 

TALIAN   SPRINGS,  PRESIDENT  OF    THE 

*SUMNER  COUNTY  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Sumner  County  Medical  Society. — 
Weare  kindly  permitted  by  a  merciful  and  all  wise  Providence  to 
assemble  to-day,  after  having  passed  through  the  turmoils  and 
vicissitudes  of  another  year,  and  lam  most  happy  to  be  able  my  pro- 
fes-^ional  brethren,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  condition  of  our 
Society  to  day,  as  compared  with  its  condition  one  year  ago.  At 
that  time,  in  the  midst  of  disaffection"  and  disturbances  in  our 
ranks,  breaches,  which  threatened  its  very  existence,  anc;  which 
seemed  almost  impossible  to  heal,  you  called  me  to  preside  over 
your  deliberations.     With   fear  and   trembling,  I  accepted   the 

♦Gross'  System  of  Surgery  0th  Edition,  1882,  Vol.  1.  p.  481. 
tComplimentary   Dinner  given  to  Professor  S.   D.   Gross   by  his  Medical 
Friends,  etc     1879. 
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trust,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassing  cir^iumstances  by  which 
we  were  surrounded,  and  knowing  too  tbat  we  had  others  in  our 
ranks  who  were  so  much  better  qualified  to  fulfill  the  duties  of 
the  position,  yet  trusting  to  your  generosity  to  excuse  my  im- 
perfections, I  sincerely  hope  that  if,  in  my  rulings,  I  have  erred 
or  offended  in  the  least,  you  will  attribute  it  to  an  "  error  of  the 
head  and  not  of  the  heart.'^ 

We  have  passed  through,  perhaps,  the  most  fiery  trial  that  our 
Society  will  ever  be  called  upon  in  its  future  history  to  endure. 
One  that  has  tried  the  very  souls  of  its  members  and  caused  some 
to  iorsake  their  first  love.  To  such,  we  would  say,  come  back 
and  renew  your  allegiance,  and  let  us  counsel  together  for  the 
good  of  our  noble  profession  and  of  humanity  at  large.  Come 
back,  and  we  will  do  you  good.  To  those  who  have  remained 
faithful  and  have  stood  by  the  Society,  notwithstanding  many 
things  were  done  and  said,  of  which  they  did  not  approve,  but 
as  good  and  true  men  were  willing  to  yield  their  personal  ideas 
and  preferences,  and  accept  the  decision  of  the  majority  in  good 
faith — let  me  say,  that  to  you  we  are  indebted  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  Society  to-day,  and  wc  congratulate  you  upon  the 
amicable  adjustment  of  our  difficulties,  and  hope  that  in  the 
future  we  shall  be  able  to  steer  clear  of  all  breakers,  and  work 
together  in  that  spirit  of  harmony  and  brotherly  love  which 
should  ever  characterize  our  noble  profession.  Be  assured,  my 
fellow  doctors,  we  have  a  great  work  before  us ;  we  should  real- 
ize the  fact  that  this  is  a  progressive  age;  that  we  have  no  time 
to  lose  or  to  devote  to  unprofitable  contentions  or  bickerings,  but 
in  this  telegraphic  and  telephonic  age,  we  must  be  up  and  doing, 
unwilling  to  allow  our  profession  to  lag  behind  in  the  onward 
march  of  progress.  We  should  remember  that  we  have  in  our 
hands  not  only  the  health  of  our  fellow  beings,  but  in  many  in- 
stances  their  very  lives  depend  upon  our  exertions.  Then  real- 
izing this  great  truth  and  the  responsibility  resting  upon  liS  as 
the  guardians  of  the  health  and  lives  of  our  fellow-men ;  let  us 
arm  ourselves  with  the  necessary  information  and  accoutrements 
and  go  forth  to  battle  with  the  many  ills  that  human  flesh  is  heir 
to,  with  that  zeal  and  spirit  of  self-denial  that  characterized  the 
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greatest  physician . the  world  ever  knew.  Our  blessed  Savior, 
went  about  everywhere  doing  good^  healing  the  sick,  restoring 
the  blind  to  sight,  and  even  raising  the  dead  to  life.  Since  we 
cfto  chna  so-soUe  aod  so  gvmi  m,  pndmoemoT^  we  should  feel  a 
pride  in  elevating  and  upholding  the  standard  of  one  of  the  m^ 
blest  professions  the  world  has  ever  known,  and  I  trust  that 
there  is  not  a  physician  within  the  bounds  ot  our  Society,  who  is 
worthy  the  name  of  doctor,  who  does  not  realize  the  obligMtions 
resting  upon  him  to  work,  and  work  with  all  his  might,  so  that 
whou  we  are  called  to  lay  our  armor  by,  we  may  be  found  at  our 
post  of  duty,  nobly  trying  to  perform  the  task  that  has  been 
assigned  us. 

Thanking  you  for  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon  me, 
and  invoking  the  blessings  of  "The  Great  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
verse" upon  you,'  I  return  to  you  the  charge  committed  to  my 
hands  one  year  ago,  and  which  I  have  endeavored  to  fill  to  the  • 
best  of  my  ability.  Again,  thanking  you,  I  will  close,  with  these 
beautiful  lines  from  the  pen  of  one  of  our  most  gifted  poets: 

**  So  live  that  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  innumerahle  caravan,  which  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 
Thou  go  not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night. 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon ;  but  sustained  and  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave 
Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams/' 


FUCUS  MARINA. 


BY   H.   8.   P.    IiAR£>   M.  D., 

Formerly  Resident  Physician,  St.  Louis  Poor  House. 


The  profession  will  learn,  with  much  gratification,  that  a  new 
remedy  has  been  recently  introduced  to  their  notice,  that  will 
benefit  a  certain  class  of  diseases  heretofore  not  reached  by  the 
ordinary  plan  of  treatment.     We  refer  to  the  preparation  known 
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as  Fucus  Marina,  manufactured  by  the  Peacock  Chemical  Com- 
pany, St.  Louis. 

The  manner  in  which  this  preparation  will  make  its  way,  will 
of  necessity  be  of  great  importance  and  interest  to  the  profession 
at  large,  as  it  is  for  the  treatment  of  malarial  affections  and  their 
sequelae.  Fucus  Marina  may  aptly  be  called  an  antidote  to 
malaria;  that  is,  we  might  say  to  the  different  forms  and  phases 
of  malaria,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  intermittent,  remit- 
tent, typhus  or  ship  fevers,  typho-malarial  fevers,  etc. 

Peacock's  Fucus  Marina  is  a  pure  liquid  preparation,  manufac- 
tured excluaimly  for  physicians'  prescriptions,  and  contains  the 
essential  medicine  elements  of  the  **  marine  weed  "  or  seaweed 
(fucus  marina),  in  a  definite  and  agreeable  form,  it  being  uniform 
in  therapeutic  strength,  and  in  a  constant  state  of  readiness  when 
called  for  by  a  physician's  prescription,  it  may  be  regarded  as  a 
remedy  that  will  prove  of  great  usefulness  to  the  profession. 
But,  as  we  are  digressing  somewhat  from  our  original  intent  when 
starting  out,  namely  : — To  describe  its  therapeutical  action  alone 
on  the  human  system,  we  return  to  that  subject.  Being  some- 
what of  an  experimental  and  investigating  turn  of  mind,  we 
concluded  to  try  the  preparation  of  Fucus  Marina  on  a  few  cases, 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  we  present  below  our  tabulated  experience 
with  at  least  a  half-dozen  cases;  but,  before  so  doing,  let  us  dis- 
tinctly understand  that  Fucus  Marina  must  not  be  strictly  con- 
sidered as  an  anti-periodic,  nor  as  a  substitute  for  quinine,  but 
rather  as  an  ally  of  quinine,  possessing  antidotal  alterative  proper- 
ties, which  quinine  lacks,  we  believe  it  to  be  a  most  reliable  anti- 
dote to  malaria,  and  a  prophylactic  against  ingrafting  the  malar- 
ial poison  into  the  human  system,  and  it  eradicates  the  poison 
and  prevents  the  return  of  the  ague,  after  it  has  been  checked  by 
quinine  or  some  other  anti-periodic  remedy.  Armed  with  quin- 
ine to  check  the  periodicity  and  to  lower  the  fever  temperature, 
and  with  Fucus  Marina  to  eradicate  the  malarial  poison  from  the 
system,  the  physician  is  well  prepared  to  fight  the  insidious  ma- 
larial foe. 

Our  first  experience  with  Fucus  Marina  was  very  beneficial, 
and  as  the  old  saying  is,  '^  That  first  impressions  are  lasting,''  we 
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were  favorably  impressed  from  the  first.  We  prescribed  the 
preparation  in  a  genuine  ease  of  malaria  and  debility  following 
child-birth,  in  the  ordinary  prescribed  dose  of  one  drachm  ier  in 
die,  and  its  action  was  indeed  very  pleasant— the  patient  fully 
recovering. 

The  next  case  was  one  of  the  remittent  type  of  malaria,  with 
rheumatic  tendency,  this  lady  being  confined  to  her  room  fur 
some  weeks.  Placing  her  on  the  usual  adult  dose,  many  days 
did  not  intervene  before  a  marked  improvement  began,  and  she 
is  now  able  to  be  about  her  usual  household  avocations. 

My  third  experience  was  in  the  case  of  a  little  boy  ten  years  of 
age;  seeing  him  after  being  abandoned  by  another  physician  who 
attended  him  three  weeks,  treating  him  for  ordinary  chills.  His 
was  undoubtedly  a  case  of  typhoid-intermittent.  After  using 
the  ordinary  quinine  and  other  anti-pyretic  remedies  without 
avail  I  placed  him  on  Fucus  Marina,  ten  drops,  every  three  hours, 
and  in  five  days  had  the  fever  under  control. 

My  next  experience  was  in  a  debilitated  case  of  pharyngitis 
(syphilitic)  prescribing  the  corrosive  chloride  with  the  iodide 
using  the  Fucus  Marina  as  a  menstruum,  and  which,  by  the  way, 
made  an  elegant  and  efficacious  combination,  which  was  of  un- 
doubted benefit. 

I  next  tried  the  preparation  on  a  patient  with  irritable  stomach 
who  could  not  bear  quinine.  After  a  week  or  ten  days  I  could 
readily  give  her  the  Fucus  Marina  and  quinine  alternately. 

The  sixth  case  was  one  of  chronic  chills,  or  old  fashioned 
"shakes,'*  contracted  by  a  washer-woman  while  on  board  a  gov- 
ernment boat  between  here  and  Pilot  Knob.  She  used  quinine 
by  the  spoonful,  as  she  expressed  it,  also  dosing  herself  heroic- 
ally with  large  drafts  of  whisky.  Placing  her  upon  the  Fucus 
Marina  with  iron  and  capsicum^  in  six  weeks  she  was  well  and 
returned  to  the  boat  in  the  swamps. 

Thus  we  see,  in  medicine  as  in  all  other  sciences,  that  observa- 
tion must  be  assisted  by  experimental  research.  The  influence  of 
a  new  remedy,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  physicians,  either  for 
good  or  for  evil,  must  of  necessity  be  very  great,  and  it  behooves 
the  profession  to  have  most  clearly  in  theijr  minds,  remedies  that 
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will  be  most  advantageously  adapted  to  certain  diseases.  There 
must  be  less  indecision^  in  testing  newly  discovered  remedies,  or 
else  more  harm  to  the  true  advancement  of  medicine  will  be  the 
result,  for  we  have  no  doubt  that  every  member  of  the  profession 
who  appreciates  that  advances  in  medicine,  especially  so  of  prac- 
tical medicine,  must  proceed  pari  passu,  with  progress  in  the 
science  on  which  it  is  based.  We  can  certainly  do  much  to  en- 
courage the  discovery  and  application  of  new  remedies  for  certain 
forms  and  phases  of  disease,  and  on  experimental  research  the 
future  success  of  new  remedies  must  largely  depend. 
1210  Olive  St,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


CHOLERA. 


BY 
W.  R.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  OF  PETERSBURG,  TENN. 


It  is  predicted  by  some  medical  men,  from  its  course  of  travel 
on  former  visitations,  that  the  cholera  will  again  visit  our  coun- 
try in  the  near  future.  \Vc  therefore  submit  the  following 
thoughts  to  our  medical  brethren  through  your  valuable  journal 
if,  in  your  opinion,  they  are  worthy  of  notice: 

Without  entering  on  the  history,  symptoms,  etiology  or  path- 
ology of  this  fearful  malady,  we  will  try  to  examine  some  of  its 
prominent  features,  and  try  to  deduce  from  them  a  rational  mode 
of  treatment.  It  matters  not  whether  the  malady  is  a  zymotic  or 
a  parasitic  disease,  or  a  neurosis,  as  some  claim,  the  collapse  and 
death  are  the  results  of  the  fluid  portion  of  the  blood  escaping 
from  the  blood  vessels,  through  the  capillaries  which  surround  the 
follicles  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  the  cure  of  the  disease  de- 
pends on  the  arrest  of  this  flow.  Some  writers  say  the  stage  of 
collapse  is  sometimes  ushered  in  without  any  vomiting  or  purg- 
ing. But  we  never  see  this  in  our  country,  and  even  if  we  did, 
post-mortem  examination  dii^covers  the  intestines  filled  with  the 
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pecaliar  fluid  ordinarily  discharged  from  the  stomach  and  bowels 
in  the  disease.  We  hence  conclude  that,  without  the  escape  of 
the  fluids  from  the  body,  or  from  the  blood  vessels,  there  would 
be  no  collapse^  and,  therefore,  no  death.  The  cause,  then,  which 
permits  the  escape  of  this  fluid,  or  gives  rise  to  it,  discovered, 
we  would  understand  precisely  what  cholera  is,  and  would  better 
understand  how  to  treat  it  more  intelligently  and  successfully. 

Some  say  it  is  a  zymotic,  some  say  it  is  a  parasitic  disease,  and 
some  say  it  is  a  neurosis.  From  the  best  evidences  we  have  seen, 
and  from  the  best  reasoning  we  can  put  forth,  we  unhesitatingly 
regard  it  as  a  parasitic  disease.  It  would  require  too  much  space 
and  time  to  go  into  an  argument  to  show  that  it  is  neither  a  neu- 
rosis or  a  zymotic  disease.  The  parasitic  theory  accounts  for  all 
the  phenomena  attending  the  disease.  To  say  the  functions  of 
the  follicles  of  the  intestines  are  reversed  is  more  than  the  facts 
will  warrant — that  is,  changed  from  absorbents  to  exhalents. 
They  are  both  exhalents  and  absorbents.  The  absorbent  function 
is  in  a  great  measure  suspended,  while  the  exhalent  is  greatly 
increased.  This  exhalation  could  not  go  on  if  there  was  not  a 
power  in  the  blood  vessels  to  force  the  fluid  portion  of  the  blood 
out,  superior  to  the  resistance  in  the  capillaries.  We  know  that 
this  contractile  power  in  the  blood  vessels  exists  in  health ;  for 
when  an  artery  or  vein  is  opened  the  blood  runs  out. 

We  do  not  know  whether  the  contractile  power  in  the  blood 
vessels  is  increased  in  cholera  or  not,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  over- 
come the  healthy  resistance  of  the  capillaries  to  the  escape  of  the 
fluid,  but  we  believe  it  is  not.  The  ^'onclusions  then  are  that  the 
capillaries  which  surround  the  follicles  of  the  alimentary  tube 
are  relaxed.  This  relaxation  then  must  be  brought  about  by  the 
effect  of  the  parasite  or  fungi  which  line  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  From  these  facts  we  conclude  that 
the  successful  treatment  of  the  disease  will  consist  in  arresting 
the  escape  of  the  fluid,  and  destroying  the  fungi  or  parasites,  and 
if  we  can  succeed  in  this  our  patient  will  recover.  The  first 
thing  will  be  to  enjoin  absolute  quiet  in  a  horizontal  position,  or 
the  head  may  be  lower  than  the  other  parts  of  the  body.  We 
will  then  cover  the  trunk  of  the  patient  from  the  ensiform  carti- 
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lage  to  the  pubis  with  a  tight  and  evenly  adjusted  bandage,  and 
enjoin  it  upon  him  to  resist  with  his  will,  as  much  as  possible, 
any  discharge  from  his  bowels.  By  these  means,  when  the  in- 
testines become  filled  with  fluid,  we  oppose  a  mechanical  obstacle 
to  the  escape  of  any  more.  This,  it  is  true,  will  not  destroy  the 
parasites  or  fungi ;  but  it  will  give  us  a  little  time,  duriiig  which 
if  it  can  be  retained,  we  will  give  the  following  pill  every  one, 
two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  case: 

Acetate  of  lead gr  xii 

Pulverized  opii gr  vi 

Carbolic  acid gtt  iv 

Mix  and  make  pills  No  vi. 

Or  if  this  is  rejected  by  the  stomach  we  will  use  the  following 
with  the  hypodermic  syringe: 

Acetate  of  Morphia gr  J 

Acetate  of  lead gr  ij 

Carbolic  acid gtt  j 

Dissolve  in  distilled  water  f  ^ij. 

Introduce  in  four  punctures,  one  in  each  hypochondriac  and 
iliac  region,  repeated  as  above,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
case. 

The  patient  may  be  allowed  frequently  a  small  quantity  of 
V.  ry  cold  water,  or  what  is  better,  keep  a  little  ice  in  his  mouth. 
This  is  all  that  is  needed  in  cholera  before  the  .stage  of  collapse. 
The  cramp  will  need  no  special  treatment.  Controlling  the  dis- 
charges from  the  bowels  will  relieve  the  cramp,  and  unless  they 
are  controlled  nothing  will  relieve  the  cramp.  Friction  and  hot 
applications  to  the  extremities  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  be  tried, 
and  might  be  of  some  advantage  in  assisting  the  remedies  already 
employed. 


•  ^< 


Ringworm. — B^.  Thymol,  3j.  to  ij.;  chloroform,  5j.;  olive 
oil,  S  iij.  M.  The  thymol  destroys  the  fungus,  the  oil  prevents 
irritation  and  rapid  evaporation,  while  the  chloroform  facilitates 
the  absorption  of  the  active  ingredients  by  acting  on  the  seba- 
ceous glands. — Medical  World. 
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The  New  Quarantine  System. — From  the  correspondence 
of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  June,  we 
make  the  following  extracts : 

"The  new  system  contemplates  the  detention  of  a  ship  only  so 
many  hours  as  may  be  required  to  cleanse  her  by  the  aid  of  pow- 
erful appliances  as  speedily  as  can  be  effected. 

The  time  will  vary  from  ten  hours  to  two  or  three  days,  ac- 
cording to  size  of  vessel,  nature  of  cargo,  sanitary  condition,  and 
probability  or  not  of  special  danger. 

In  order  to  isolate  vessels  actually  infected,  that  they  may  not 
spread  contagion  to  other  vessels  or  to  the  inhabited  shore,  a 
lower  or  supplemental  quarantine  station  will  be  established  in 
Pass-§.-L'Outre,  an  unused  outlet  of  the  Mississippi. 

Withdrawn  from  the  track  of  commerce,  the  sick  will  be  cared 
for  in  hospital,  the  vessel  subjected  to  thorough  and  repeated  san- 
itation, and  detained  until,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  oi  Health, 
she  may  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  city.  Her  case  is  excep- 
tional, and  must  be  dealt  with  exceptionally. 

With  such  a  station  at  this  time,  we  could  regard,  almost  with 
indifference,  the  entry  of  a  cholerB-infected  ship  into  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  upper  or  general  station,  twenty-eight  miles  nearer  the 
city,  is  the  one  now  in  use. 

When  a  vessel  arrives  from  a  port  against  which  quarantine 
precautions  are  required,  she  is  brought  alongside  the  wharf, 
where  she  finds  every  arrangement  for  the  rapid  discharging  and 
reloading  of  cargo,  if  required.  All  on  board,  officers,  crew, 
and  passengers,  with  their  effects,  are  at  once  taken  ashore,  where, 

28P 
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in  a  room  provided,  every  thing  they  carry,  apparel  and  baggage, 
is  subjected  to  powerful  disinfection. 

All  clothing  and  articles  that  will  admit  of  it  will  be  laundried, 
and  in  this  process  subjected  to  boiling  water  and  the  hot  iron. 
The  clothing  worn  is  presently  exchanged  for  other  already 
treated,  and  this,  in  turn,  disinfected. 

The  passengers  and  crew  will  be  received  in  commodious  quar- 
ters, comfortably  prepared  for  them,  there  to  undergo  the  pre- 
scribed detention  for  observation  determined  according  to  cir- 
cumstances of  the  possibility  of  their  being  infected  with  the 
disease  in  incubatory  stage. 

If  one  should  fall  ill,  he  is  at  once  removed  to  a  properly  iso- 
lated hospital,  distantly  located. 

The  period  of  observation  concluded,  without  evidences  of  in- 
fection, these  people  will  be  returned  aboard  their  ship,  which, 
during  their  absence,  has  been  cleansed  and  disinfected  in  every 
part. 

A  strict  surveillance  will  be  continued  over  all  shipping  in 
port. 

The  first  division  of  the  new  system  provides  for  the  supple- 
mental station  for  infected  vessels  only.  The  second  for  the 
management  of  persons  arriving  at  the  upper  or  regular  station. 
These  having  been  described,  there  remains  to  be  considered  the 
third,  for  the  sanitary  treatment  of  cargo  and  ship. 

A  detailed  account  ot  this  process  is  unnecessary  here.  It  is 
sufficient  to  mention  that  its  speedy  and  effective  accomplishment 
is  assured  in  the  employment  of  a  full  corps  of  acclimated  steve- 
dores, a  powerful  tug-boat  provided  with  flushing  hose,  steam 
siphon,  a  battery  of  twelve  furnaces  for  the  energetic  evolvement 
of  germicidal  gases  (we  will  use  sulphurous  acid  gas),  driven  into 
the  ship's  hold  by  a  powerful  fan  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  thousand 
cubic  feet  per  minute. 

In  this  manner,  after  thorough  washing,  the  gas  in  immense 
volume  aipd  with  tremendous  force  is  driven  into  the  limbers  and 
air-strakes,  into  every  crevice  and  part  of  that  ship  until  she  is 
completely  filled.  We  go  through  her  with  an  atmosphere,  as  it 
were,  of  fire. 
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In  doing  this  we  displace  the  mephitic  and  dangerous  atmos- 
phere closed  in  when  she  started  from  Rio,  we  will  suppose,  and 
which,  if  allowed,  would  have  been  set  free  at  our  levee — the  in- 
fested atmosphere  of  Rio  to  commingle  with  the  atmosphere  of 
New  Orleans,  deadly  ripe,  perhaps,  for  its  reception. 

We  have  displaced  this  not  only  with  a  non-infected  atmos- 
phere, but  with  »  ne  intensely  germicidal — one  that  destroys  or- 
ganic elements  in  the  air,  or  on  exposed  surfaces,  with  instant 
greediness. 

The  decks,  ballast  and  all  such  parts  as  are  usually  treated 
with  carbolic  acid  or  other  di!?infectant  fluids,  objectionable  on 
account  of  odor,  staining  or  ineflBciency,  will  be  subjected  to  the 
actiou  of  an  odorless,  colorless  solution  of  the  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury, the  most  powerful  and  unsparing  germicidal  agent  known. 

This  was  adopted  for  the  first  time  in  quarantine  service  last 
summer,  in  the  stations  of  this  State,  and  has  since  been  intro- 
duced into  other  important  stations  of  this  country. 

There  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended,  except  from  drinking 
the  solution,  which  is  true  of  every  other  agent  used. 

Its  cost  is  about  eighty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  crude  carbolic 
acid. 

Our  standard  solution  is  six  ounces,  with  a  like  quantity  of 
muriate  of  ammonia,  dissolved  in  a  half  gallon  of  water,  and 
added  to  forty  gallons  of  the  latter.     Salt  water  is  also  a  solvent. 

After  a  few  hours  the  hatches  are  removed  and  pure  air  is 
driven  in  to  facilitate  clearing  the  ship  of  "fumes.  She  is  re- 
loaded, her  freight  perhaps  already  sent  by  barge,  she  proceeds  at 
once  to  the  city,  there  to  be  discharged  only  by  an  acclimated 
gang.  Her  export  freights  must  be  ready.  She  is  at  once  re- 
loaded and  starts  on  her  voyage. 

This  general  plan,  with  its  specifications^  as  exhibited,  consti- 
tutes the  new  system  of  quarantine.  Having  once  been  enforced, 
we  may  boldly  proclaim  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
quarantine,  a  ship  has  been  actually  cleansed,  disinfected,  purged 
of  suspicion,  by  appliances  adequate  to  the  work. 

Against  such  a  vessel  there  remains  no  cause  of  accusation, 
Let  her  go  free,  and  land  her  boldly  along  these  wharves! 
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CLASSIFICATIONS     OF    VESSELS     ARRIVING    IN   THE   MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER. 

1.  Vessels  from  non -infected  ports. 

2.  Vessels  arriving  from  suspected  ports. 

3.  Vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports. 

4.  Vessels  which,  without  regard  to  the  port  of  departure,  are 
infected.  That  is  to  say,  vessels  which  have  yellow  fever  or  other 
infectious  or  contagious  diseases  on  board  at  the  time  of  arrival, 
or  have  had  the  same  during  the  voyage. 

Vessels  of  the  first  class  to  be  submitted  to  thorough  maritime 
sanitation  at  the  upper  quarantine  station,  without  detention  of 
either  vessels  or  persons  more  than  is  necessary  to  place  the  ves- 
sel in  a  perfect  sanitary  condition  if  demanded. 

Vessels  of  the  second  class  to  undergo  the  same  condition,  with 
detention  for  observation  of  persons  for  a  perioG  of  five  full  days 
from  the  hour  of  departure  from  suspected  port. 

Vessels  of  the  third  class  must  undergo  the  same  conditions 
with  the  detention  of  persons  /or  a  period  of  seven  full  days 
from  the  hour  of  departure  from  infected  port. 

Vessels  of  the  fourth  class  to  be  remanded  to  the  lower  Quar- 
antine Station,  there  to  undergo  thorough  sanitation  and  deten- 
tion of  vessel  and  persons  such  length  of  time  as  the  Board  of 
Health  may  order. 

Begging  your  indulgence  for  the  unavoidable  length  of  this 
communication, 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  Hol'1',  M.  D., 
President  B-oard  of  Health,  State  of  Louisiana." 


Tteatment  of  Ulceration  of  the  Bowels  in  Young 
Infants. — Dr.  F.  P.  Atkinson  thus  writes  in  the  PrdctUioner, 
April,  1885: 

It  cannot;  I  thin^,  be  questioned  that  speedier  and  more  accu- 
rate information  as  regards  the  effect  of  remedies  may  often  be 
gained  from  the  study  of  chronic  than  of  acute  disease,  inasmuch 
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as  the  same  symptoms  are  apt  to  recur  again  and  again,  and  the 
same  remedies  can  be  put  to  oft-repeated  tests.  The  following 
case,  which  I  have  ventured  to  report,  has  given  me  an  amount 
of  information  it  might  otherwise  have  taken  years  to  obtain, 
and  possibly  it  may  prove  of  service  to  others  who  have  cases  of 
a  like  nature  under  their  care.  According  to  the  mother's  state- 
ment the  child  in  question  had  been  given  up  by  more  than  one 
physician,  and  I  must  say  myself  it  was  one  of  the  worst  cases  I 
have  ever  seen  recover.  At  the  time  the  little  one  came  under 
my  charge  she  was  two  years  and  eight  months  old.  She  was  a 
perfect  skeleton  and  quite  unable  to  sit  up  in  the  nurse's  arms. 
She  had  a  sallow  waxy  appearance,  without  a  particle  of  color 
about  her  face  expect  a  slight  hectic  flush  upon  her  cheeks.  She 
was  sick  whenever  she  took  food,  which  consisted  entirely  of  milk 
and  lime-water.  The  bowels  were  moved  about  every  four  hours 
and  the  smell  was  perfectly  unbearable.  The  stools  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  slime  and  pus,  streaked  with  blood,  and  ad- 
hering to  the  bottom  of  the  chamber- vessel  even  when  it  was 
held  upside  down.  The  stomach  was  slightly  distended  and  ten- 
der.    The  previous  history  was  as  follows : 

She  was  always  rather  sick  from  birth,  but  was  worse  after  she 
was  one  year  old.  Had  an  attack  of  diarrhoea  at  eight  months, 
and  the  urine  was  discolored  (so  the  nurse  says)  with  blood.  She 
has  always  been  troubled  with  diarrhoea  on  and  off  since.  The 
stools  were  at  first  very  large  in  quantity,  and  semi-solid,  but  not 
slimy.  When  the  diarrhoea  was  at  its  worst,  the  actions  occurred 
about  every  two  hours,  but  the  usual  number  of  times  was  about 
once  every  four  hours.  The  stomach  was  always  more  or  less 
tender  and  distended.  At  twelve  months  old,  she  had  pains  in 
the  joints,  and  one  knee  had  to  be  put  up  in  a  splint;  both  legs 
were  much  swollen.  The  father  had  had  syphilis  before  his  mar- 
riage, but  was  said  to  be  perfectly  well  when  this  took  place.  The 
child  was  nursed  for  about  four  months,  but  occasionally  had  a 
bottle  of  Swiss  milk,  then  on  account  of  sickness  was  fed  en- 
tirely on  Swiss  milk  and  Savory  and  Moore's  food  for  infants  till 
twelve  months  old,  then  all  kinds  of  milk  were  tried,  goat's, 
ass's,  etc.,  and  subsequently  farinaceous  food,  with  a  little  Brand's 
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essence  of  beef.  When  I  saw  her  she  was  taking  cow's  milk  and 
lime-water,  and  this  was  in  great  measure  brought  up  as  soon  as 
it  was  taken  into  the  stomach. 

The  indications  for  treatment  appeared  to  me  to  give  a  h'ght 
and  easily  digestible  food,  moreover  one  which  after  digestion 
would  leave  as  little  waste  material  as  possible,  to  soothe  the  irri- 
tation of  the  bowels,  and  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  blood. 
As  a  diet,  therefore,  I  ordered  two  tablespoonfuls  of  barley-water, 
and  one  tablespoonful  of  cream  to  be  taken  at  each  feeding,  and 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours  I  found  she  managed  to  dis- 
pose of  half  a  pint  of  barley-water,  half  a  pint  of  whey,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  pint  of  cream,  together  with,  later  on,  one  and  a  half 
oujices  of  milk.  She  also  took  in  the  twenty-four  hours  the 
white  of  four  eggs  beaten  up  in  water,  four  teaspoon fuls  of  Brand's 
liquid  essence  of  beef,  and  two  ounces  of  finely  minced  raw  meat. 
I  ordered  the  body  to  be  thoroughly  oiled  night  and  morning, 
the  loins  and  stomach  to  be  kept  warm  with  a  flannel  bandage, 
and  the  feet  to  be  well  wrapped  up.  In  order  to  alter  the  char- 
acter and  frequency  of  the  secretions,  I  gave  three  times  daily  a 
mixture  consisting  of  the  following:  one  minim  of  solution  of 
potash  ;  eight  minims  of  castor  oil ;  three-quarters  of  a  minim  of 
tincture  of  opium;  twenty  minims  of  syrup  of  ginger,  and  half 
a  drachm  of  mucilage.  Then  when  the  pus  and  slime  began  to 
pass  away,  and  the  bowels  appeared  simply  relaxed,  I  gave  two 
grains  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  ;  three  grains  of  subcarbonate  of 
bismuth ;  half  a  minim  of  tincture  of  opium ;  five  minims  of 
tincture  of  catechu ;  two  minims  of  tincture  of  rhubarb ;  five 
minima  of  compound  tincture  of  cardamoms,  with  a  little  syrup 
and  mucilage  every  four  hours.  Next,  in  order  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  blood  as  soon  as  the  secretions  began  to  improve, 
I  ordered  ten  minims  of  \^e  concentrated  syrup  of  the  lacto- 
phosphate  of  lime  and  iron  to  be  given  in  water  three  times 
daily. 

The  child  was  ordered  from  the  start  to  get  plenty  of  fresh  air 
provided  it  was  dry,  and  the  rooms  in  which  the  child  lived  and 
slept  were  requested  to  be  kept  quite  dry,  and  at  the  same  time 
thoroughly  clean  and  ventilated.     In  the  course  of  about  one  and 
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a  half  years  the  child  uuder  this  treatment  made  a  good  recovery 
and  was  able  to  run  about  by  herself  and  eat  the  same  as  any 
other  child.  The  vomiting;  ceased  almost  entirely  from  the  time 
that  the  milk  was  given  up.  Whenever  the  secretions  became 
purulent  and  slimy,  the  castor  oil  and  laudanum  mixture  was  re- 
sorted to,  and  the  carminative  and  astringent  one  when  the 
bowels  were  simply  a  little  relaxed.  The  castor  oil  and  lauda- 
num was  successful  in  altering  the  character  of  the  secretions  not 
simply  once  or  twice,  but  on  several  occasions,  and  I  have  applied 
it  since  in  other  cases  with  uniform  success.  As  regards  the  lac- 
tophosphates,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  them  in  aiding  the 
subsequent  recovery. — Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Boii-8. — A  Kansas  paper  gives  the  following  graphic  descrip- 
tion of  a  boil.  The  pathology  may  not  be  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  latest  views,  but  this  fact  does  not  detract  from  the  read- 
ableness  of  the  article : 

A  boil  is  generally  very  small  at  first,  and  a  fellow  hardly 
notices  it,  but  in  a  few  days  it  gets  to  be  the  biggest  of  the  two, 
and  the  chap  that  has  it  is  of  very  little  account  in  comparison 
with  his  boil,  which  then  "  has  him/'  Boils  appear  mysteriously 
upon  various  portions  of  the  human  body,  coming  when  and 
where  "  they  darn  please,''  and  often  in  very  inconvenient  places. 
Sometimes  a  solitary  boil  is  the  sum  total  of  the  affliction,  but 
frequently  there  is  a  "rubbish-in  lot  of 'em"  to  help  the  first 
one.  If  a  boil  comes  anywhere  on  a  person,  that  person  always 
wishes  that  it  had  come  somewhere  else,  although  it  would  puzzle 
him  to  say  just  where. 

Some  persons  call  them  "Damboils,"  but  such  persons  are 
addicted  to  profanity — the  proper  name  is  boil.  If  a  chap  has  a 
boil  he  generally  gets  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  from  others — ^^  in 
a  horn,"  Whoever  asks  him  what  ails  him  laughs  at  him  for  his 
pains  to  answer,  while  many  unfeeling  persons  make  game  of 
him,  or  of  his  misfortune,  or  boil.  It  is  very  wicked  to  make 
sport  of  persons  with  boils ;  they  cannot  help  it,  and  often  feel 
very  bad  about  it.     Physicians  don't  give  boil  patients  much  sat- 
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isfaction  as  a  general  things  although  young  physiciaus  who  are 
just  beginning  to  practice  are  fond  of  trying  their  lancets  on 
them.  Boils  are  said  to  be  "healthy/'  and  judging  from  the 
way  they  take  hold  and  hang  on,  and  ache,  and  grow,  and  burn, 
and  raise  Cain  generally,  there  is  no  doubt  they  are  healthy  and 
have  good  constitutions.  They  are  generally  very  lively  and 
playful  at  night,  and  it  is  very  funny  to  see  a  chap  with  a  good 
large  one  prospecting  around  his  couch  for  a  place  where  his' boil 
will  fit  in  "without  hurting  it.''  Boils  tend  to  "purify  the 
blood,"  strengthen  the  system,  calm  the  nerves,  restrain  profan- 
ity, tranquilize  the  spirit,  improve  the  temper  and  beautify  the 
appearance. 

They  are  good  things  for  married  men  who  spend  their  even- 
ings away  from  home,  as  they. give  them  an  opportunity  to  rest 
their  night  keys,  and  get  acquainted  with  their  families.  It  is 
said  that  boils  save  the  patient  a  fit  of  sickness,  but  if  the  sick- 
ness is  not  best  to  have  it  must  be  an  all  fired  mean  thing.  It  is 
also  said  that  a  person  is  better  after  he  has  them,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  one  feels  much  better  after  having  got  rid  of  ihem. 
Many  distinguished  persons  have  enjoyed  these  harbingers  of 
health.  Job  took  the  premium  at  the  county  fair,  for  having 
more  achers  under  cultivation  than  any  other  person.  Shake- 
speare had  them,  and  meant  boils  when  he  said  :  "  One  woe  doth 
tread  upon  another's  heels,  so  fast  they  follow." 

There  are  a  great  many  remedies  for  boils,  most  of  which  are 
\vell  worth  trying,  because,  if  they  don't  do  any  good  they  don't 
hurt  the  boil.  Every  man  he  meets  will  tell  him  of  a  "  good 
thing  "  for  it,  among  which  are — shoe-maker's  wax,  Mrs.  Win- 
slow's  syrup,  trix,  Spaulding's  glue,  Charlotte  russe,  gum  drops, 
water-proof  blackiug,  night-blooming  cereus,  chloroform,  kisseu- 
gen,  etc. — The  Medioal  Age. 


Treatment  of  Bright's  Disease. — In  the  Gazette  des  Hop- 
itauXf  is  published  a  lecture  recently  delivered  by  Professor  Jac- 
coud  on  the  treatment  of  Bright's  disease. 

The  lecturer  divides  cases  of  Bright's  disease  into  two  classes 
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a,  urgent,  and  b,  those  unattended  by  urgency.  One  phenome- 
non which  constitutes  urgency  is  dyspnoea  (not  ursBmic),  which 
may  be  the  consequence  of  ascites,  or  hydropericardiura,  or  of 
hydrothorax,  or  of  a  bad  condition  of  the  blood.  Another  urgent 
symptom  is  repeated  vomiting. 

The  author  then  speaks  of  those  eases  which  are  devoid  of 
urgency.  In  these  cases,  the  most  absolute  rigor  must  be  laid 
down  and  maintained  with  regard  to  diet,  beginning  with  an  ex- 
clusively milk  regimen.  A  purely  milk  diet  is  not  agreeable, 
but  the  patient  must  take  a  sufiSciency  of  milk  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  sensation  of  hunger,  without  overloading  the  digestive 
organs.  The  milk  should  be  given  cold,  but,  if  it  cannot  be  tol- 
erated cold,  it  must  be  warmed  in  a  water-bath,  but  not  boiled, 
and  it  must  be  taken  without  the  addition  of  salt  or  sugar.  It 
should  be  taken  in  moderate  quantities  every  hour,  and  the  mean 
quantity  necessary  during  twenty-four  hours  is  about  five  pints. 
The  disagreeable  taste,  and  the  obstinate  constipation,  which  fol- 
low such  a  diet,  generally  disappear  after  three  or  four  da}s  if 
enemata  be  used  instead  of  aperients  by  the  mouth.  After  three 
or  four  days  of  milk  diet,  and  if  the  case  be  purely  renal,  with- 
out cardiac  and  pulmonary  complications,  and  with  no  dropsy,  it. 
is  well  to  begin  giving  a  cold  douche  daily,  taking  care  at  the 
time  to  protect  the  lumbar  region.  At  first,  the  duration  of  the 
douche  should  be  fifteen  seconds,  proceeding  to  twenty,  twenty- 
five,  and  thirty  seconds,  which  is  the  maximum.  After  the 
douche,  the  patient  must  be  rubbed  down  very  energetically, 
made  to  dress  quickly,  and  then  take  a  certain  amount  of  walk- 
ing exercise.  The  patient  should  wear  flannel  drawers  and  waist- 
coat. 

After  having  persevered  in  the  milk  treatment  for  about  a 
month,  and  if  the  albumen  have  diminished  considerably,  it  is 
advisable  to  allow,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  a  little  broiled  meat, 
with  herbaceous  vegetables,  a  little  bread,  and  a  glass  of  red  wiup, 
deprived  of  all  acidity.  No  eggs  must  be  on  any  account  given, 
and  at  least  tliree  pints  of  milk  must  still  be  taken  during  the 
day.  The  douche  treatment  and  regular  exercise  are  still  to  be 
kept  up  and  the  urine  must  be  carefully  examined;  for,  should 
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the  albamen  increase  after  the  alteration  of  the  diet,  the  patient 
must  at  once  go  back  to  the  milk,  and  have  recourse  to  a  special 
treatment,  involving  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  in  doses  of  30  litres 
daily,  performed  at  about  three  sittings  a  day.  If  after  two  or 
three  weeks  nothing  have  been  gained  by  this  method  of  treat- 
ment, the  author  resorts  to  drugs,  using  two  or  three  grammes  of 
tannin  in  pill  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  or  doses  of  gallic 
acid  to  the  extent  of  half  a  gramme  to  one  gramme  daily.  If 
these  do  not  answer,  10  drops  of  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron 
(increasing  to  25  or  30)  are  given  twice  a  day,  with  a  pill  con- 
taining 2  centigrammes  of  nux  vomica  in  the  intervals.  This 
dose  may  be  increased  to  6  or  8  or  even  10  centigrammes  in  the 
day.  In  cases  of  great  urgency  the  author  advocates  general 
venesection,  which  should  be  repeated  in  twelve  or  twenty-four 
hours  according  to  symptoms.  In  cases  where  the  urgency  is  not 
so  marked,  he  finds  great  advantage  in  the  use  of  a  compound 
of  scammony,^  jalap  and  turpeth  mineral,  called  £au  de  vie 
AUemande,  which  may  be  given  in  doses  of  30  to  40  grammes.  It 
produces  an  effect  in  two  hours.  The  author  concludes  by  mak- 
ing a  few  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  giving  the  milk  diet  a  good 
trial,  and  of  not  being  disheartened  if,  at  first,  it  disagree  with 
the  digestion. — London  Medical  Record. 


Cocaine  on  the  Opium  Habit. — The  writer  has  for  many 
yearp  had  a  correspondence,  taking  up  a  good  deal  of  time,  in 
relation  to  "cures''  for  the  opium  habit,  and  lately  this  corres- 
pondence has  increased,  and  refers  to  the  use  of  coca  or  cocaine, 
as  this  long-sought  '*cure."  These  letters  are  generally  from 
physicians,  but  not  unfrequently  from  subjects  of  the  habit,  or 
their  friends;  and  the  old,  old  story  of  having  tried  the  various 
advertised  and  vaunted  "cures,"  with  the  result  of  finding  either 
that  they  did  no  good,  or  that  the  cures  were  themselves  some 
preparations  of  opium  or  morphine,  the  next  result  being  only 
money  in  the  pockets  of  the  quacks.  Cases  which  appeared  to 
be  "cured''  by  quacks — and   there  are  such — must  in  reality  re- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SELECTIONS.  327 

cover  only  through  the  courage  and  the  perseverance  of  the  sub- 
jects themselves. 

Many  physicians,  a«  well  as  the  subjects  of  the  habit,  and  their 
f fiends^  loose  sight  of  the  cinmmstanoe  that  this  habit  is  a  vice, 
like  the  alcohol  habit,  and  not  a  bodily  disease  to  be  dosed — BJid 
this  vice  absolutely  beyond  the  scope  and  reach  of  medication. 
Almost  as  well  might  they  expect  to  cure  lying  or  stealing  by 
doses  of  drugs.  The  writer,  in  common  with  many  others,  has 
known  many  cases  of  this  habit,  and  some  recoveries  from  it,  but 
never  knew  a  single  recovery  that  was  not  due  to  the  moral  cour- 
age of  the  subject  of  the  habit.  Now  ere  are  the  lines  of  Cowper 
more  applicable : 

'*  Habits  are  soon  assumed;  but  when  we  strive 
To  strip  them,  'tis  being  flayed  alive." 

And  it  is  this  being  flayed  alive  that  many  subjects  of  this 
vice  refused  to  summon  courage  enough  to  submit  to.  Many  do 
this  in  every  stage  of  the  habit,  and  all  might  do  it  if  they  would, 
and  ''cures"  by  drugs  are  only  sought  through  some  degree  of 
moral  degradation  or  cowardice,  which  gives  an  alluring,  but  false 
idea  of  the  word  "cure." 

Subjects  who  will  morally  train  themselves  up  to  take  hold  of 
themselves,  can  break  the  habit,  either  abruptly  or  gradually,  and 
will  recover  from  its  dominion  and  its  effects.  Those  who  will 
not  do  this,  doom  themselves  to  certain  moral  and  physical  des- 
truction. With  suflScient  courage  no  help  is  needed;  without 
it,  all  help  is  vain.  Restraint  either  in  or  out  of  inebriate  asy- 
lums or  hospitals  may  aid  effectively  in  breaking  the  habit,  if  a 
good  degree  of  moral  courage  be  summoned  as  a  basis  for  action ; 
but  without  moral  courage  restraint  must  be  perpetual  to  be  of 
any  use. 

When  a  subject  has  courage  enough,  and  is  in  earnest  to  begin 
a  vigorous  campaign  against  this  habit,  he  soon  reaches  a  stage 
analogous  to  the  delirium  tremens  of  th ?  alcohol  habit;  and  here 
the  wise  and  careful  physician  may  be  needed,  and  medication 
is  often  available,  the  more  effective  of  the  nervous  stimulants 
and  restoratives  being  the  best  agents.  To  tide  over  the  period 
of  greatest  suffering  and  to  relieve  it  somewhat,  whether  it  be  for 
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a  day  or  two,  or  for  a  week  or  two,  is  quite  within  the  reach  of 
the  materia  medica,  and  different  agents  will  be  more  or  less  effec- 
tive in  different  cases.  Alcohol,  Cannabis  Indica,  coffee,  tea,  etc., 
are  all  available,  and  in  this  class  coca  will  take  a  place,  but 
probably  not  as  a  prominent  agent.  But  the  salts  of  the  alka- 
loid cocaine  are  not  likely  to  be  of  any  use. — Ephemei^. 


HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAI. FeVER  ;  PaTHOIX^GICAL  CHANGES 

IN  THE  Blood  and  Urine. — Dr.  Jerome  Cochrane,  of  Ala- 
bama, in  his  paper  on  this  subject  published  in  this  Journal  for 
May  30,  1885,  has  given  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  several 
specimens  of  the  urine  from  patients  laboring  under  this  fever, 
in  which  the  characteristically  dark  red  urine,  which  has  gener- 
ally been  supposed  to  contain  an  abundance  of  red-blood  cor- 
puscles, contained  no  blood  corpulcles  whatever.  The  color  was 
due  tO' the  constituents  of  the  blood  corpuscles,  chiefly  heemoglo- 
bin,  without  the  presence  of  any  non-disintegrated  corpuscles  in 
the  several  specimens  of  urine  examined.  The  microscopic  ex- 
aminations were  made  by  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Sternberg,  U.  S.  A.,  and 
the  chemical  by  Dr.  H.  Newell  Martin,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins 
University.  In  the  same  paper  Dr.  Webb  states,  in  connection 
with  the  cases  related  by  him,  that  in  1875  he  sent  a  specimen 
of  apparently  bloody  urine  from  a  severe  case  to  Dr.  James 
Tyson,  of  Philadelphia,  for  examination.  Dr.  Tyson  reported 
that  the  specimen  of  "urine  contained  no  blood  corpuscles,"  anJ 
that  its  color  was  due  to  hsematin.  But  both  Dr.  Webb  and  Dr. 
Tyson  then  thought  the  absence  of  the  corpuscles  might  be  owing 
to  their  having  been  dissolved  by  the  alkaline  constituents  of  the 
urine  after  it  had  been  voided.  This  supposition  was  disproved, 
however,  by  several  of  the  specimens  examined  by  Dr.  Sternberg, 
in  which  he  states  positively  that  the  urine  gave  an  acid  reac- 
tion. 

All  the  important  facts  developed  by  the  microscopic  and 
chemical  analysis  reported  in  Dr.  Cochrane's  paper  had  been 
previously  set  forth  very  clearly  in  a  short  paper  read  to  the  Ma- 
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con  (Ga.)  Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  H.  McHatton,  September  2, 
1884,  and  published  in  the  Atlanta  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  for 
October,  1884,  pp.  400-1.  Dr.  McHatton,  in  giving  the  details 
of  his  examination,  both  microscopic  and  chemical,  of  the  urine 
from  a  severe  case  of  the  malarial  hsematuria,  says:  '' Although 
the  urine  was  fresh,  on  repeated  examination  I  could  not  find  a 
single  red  or  white  blood  corpuscle.'^  By  chemical  tests,  he  dem- 
onstrated the  presence  of  abundance  of  heematin  and  haemaglobin, 
and  obtained  "characteristic  hsemin  crystals."  The  latter  he 
also  obtained  from  a  specimen  of  the  matter  vomited  by  the  same 
patient.  He  adds:  "This  examination  proved  most  conclu- 
sively, that  whereas  the  urine  contained  none  of  the  anatomical 
elements  of  the  blood,  it  was  loaded  with  the  chemical  constitu- 
ents. In  fact  it  was  a  case  of  hsemaglobinuria  and  not  hsema- 
turia, at  the  same  time  showing  little  or  no  renal  troubles." 

The  important  pathological  inference  from  the  facts  adduced 
in  the  papers  of  Drs.  McHatton  and  Cochrane  is,  that  the  blood 
in  hsemorrhagic  malarial  fever  has  undergone  such  changes  as  a 
positive  disintegration  of  its  red  corpuscles  and  diffusion  of  the 
hfiematine  and  other  constituents  into  the  serum  of  the  blood, 
from  which  it  is  eliminated  freely  by  the  kidneys,  and  also  de- 
posited in  the  cutaneous  and  other  tissues,  imparting  to  them  the 
characteristic  hue  usually  accompanying  that  disease,  there  being 
no  true  renal  haemorrhage.  On  the  other  hand,  many  of  tho3e 
who  have  treated  cases  of  this  form  of  disease,  state  positively 
that  the  urine  when  void  contained  undissolved  blood  corpuscles. 
Thus  the  late  Dr.  S.  M.  Bemiss,  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  article 
on  Malarial  Fever,  in  the  first  volume  of  the  American  System 
of  Medicine,  page  611,  relates  two  cases  of  what  he  calls  "  mala- 
rial hflemorrhagic  fever,"  in  one  of  which  he  says,  the  "  urine  was 
loaded  with  albumen  and  showed  under  the  microscope  abundant 
blood  corpuscles;"  and  in  the  other  that  the  urine  was  "loaded 
with  blood."  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  we  need  careful  micro- 
scopic and  chemical  examinations  of  the  urine  immediately  after 
having  been  voided,  in  a  much  larger  number  of  well-authenti- 
cated cases  of  this  variety  of  fever,  before  we  can  safely  assume  that 
all  the  essential  pathological  changes  take  place  in  the  blood,  and 
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that  the  renal  organs  are  only  embarrassed  by  the  effort  to  elimi- 
nate the  products  of  the  corpuscular  degeneration  of  that  fluid. — 
Journal  of  Am.  Med.  Association. 


Induction  of  Premature  Labor. — Dr.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas, 
of  New  York,  writes  as  follows,  regarding  the  induction  of  pre- 
mature labor  {Med,  and  Sury.  Reporter,  February  14,  1885): 
The  method  of  inducing  premature  labor  which  I  now  invariably 
adopt  is  very  simple,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  perfectly  efficient 
one.  The  patient  is  placed  across  the  bed,  with  the  buttocks 
resting  near  the  edge,  and  under  her  is  arranged  a  large  piece  of 
rubber  or  oil-cloth  in  such  a  way  as  to  drain  into  a  tub  below  on 
the  floor.  In  this  tube  we  put  one  or  two  gallons  of  water  at  a 
temperature  of  98°  F.  The  operator  stands  between  the  thighs 
of  the  patient,  whose  knees  should  be  properly  supported,  and 
employing  a  syringe  with  a  long  nozzle,  which  is  carried  up  as 
far  into  the  cervical  canal  as  it  will  go,  he  keeps  a  steady  stream 
directly  against  the  membranes.  In  the  course  of  ten  minutes 
the  OS  will  be  the  size  of  a  silver  half  dollar,  and  when  dilata- 
tion to  this  extent  has  been  accomplished,  he  is  to  insert  a  gum 
catheter  between  the  membranes  and  the  uterine  walls.  The 
patient  is  then  put  in  bed,  and  that  is  all. 

This  operation  constitutes  one  of  the  greatest  advances  that 
have  ever  been  made  in  the  obstetric  ait,  and  it  is  certainly  no 
mean  triumph  to  be  able  thus  to  preserve  a  human  life,  which, 
without  its  aid,  would  have  been  inevitably  lost.  I  can  point  to 
at  least  two  dozen  children  in  this  city  who  by  this  means  were 
were  saveii  from  an  untimely  fate.  When  the  infant  has  been 
delivered  before  full  term,  it  should  not  be  washed  and  «»ther- 
wise  treated  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  .nurses,  but  should  be 
carefully  wrapped  in  warm  cotton  and  allowed  to  remain  in  it, 
the  temperature  of  the  room  in  the  meanwhile  being  brought  up 
to  nearly  one  hundred  degrees. — Maryland  Med.  JoumaL 


The  Diagnosis  op  Incipient  Cataract. — Cataract,  though 
perfectly  amenable  to  treatment,  is  still  one  of  the  most  dreaded 
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diseases  of  the  eye.  This  is  mainly  because  it  is  blamed  for  the 
effects  of  other  lesions.  This  would  be  largely  avoided  if  prac- 
titioners of  medicine  were  generally  more  skillful  in  its  diagno- 
sis. Subjective  symptoms  are  of  little  importance,  except  as 
they  point  to  other  affections  complicating  cataract.  In  this 
connection  it  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  uncom- 
plicated ad  vaLce  of  cataract  is  always  absolutely  painless.  The 
results  of  examicution  of  the  pupil  by  oblique  illumination  are 
often  inconclusive  or  unreliable.  The  best  way  to  detect  partial 
opacity  of  the  crystalline  is  to  throw  into  the  eye  the  light  from 
an  ophthalmoscope  mirror ;  and  then  to  look  at  the  general  red 
glare  obtained  from  the  back  part  of  the  eye.  In  doing  thi^s  the 
surgeon  looks  through  the  suspected  lens,  and  all  opaque  por- 
tions become  noticeable  as  black  spot-s,  lines  or  patches,  in  the 
red  circle  of  the  pupil.  For  such  an  examination  no  costly  oph- 
thalmoscope is  needed.  Any  piece  of  looking-glass,  with  a  hole 
scraped  in  the  silvering  for  the  observer  to  look  through,  buflices 
perfectly. 

But  when  lens  opacity  has  been  recognized,  the  diagnosis  of 
cataract  is  only  just  begun.  The  practical  question  is:  does  the 
lens  opacity  cause  the  symptoms  complained  of?  Incipient  cata- 
ract might  be  present  and  cause  no  inconvenience  whatever.  On 
the  other  hand  when  cataract  exists,  other  lesions  of  the  eye, 
nerve  atrophy,  choroiditis,  or  ametropia  are  veyy  apt  to  be  pres- 
ent. The  complete  diagnosis  of  cataract  demands  ability  to  rec- 
ognize all  conditions  that  may  impair  vision,  with  the  judgment 
and  information  necessary  to  assign  to  each  its  proper  share  in 
the  causation  of  the  patient's  symptoms.  The  best  measure  of 
the  extent  to  which  lens  opacity  interferes  with  the  patient's  see- 
ing in  the  axtent  to  which  it  interferes  with  the  surgeon's  inspec- 
tion of  the  optic  disk  and  retinal  vessels  of  the  affected  eye. — Dr. 
Jackson  in  Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


The  Illinois  Medical  Practice  Act. — The  last  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health  contains  some 
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reference  to  medical  education.  He  states  that  the  applications 
of  the  new  graduates,  beginning  with  the  present  quarter,  have 
attracted  special  attention,  because  of  the  indications  contained 
therein  regarding  the  good  faith  of  colleges  claiming  to  exact  a 
preliminary  examination  of  would-be  matriculants. 

From  one  college  pretending  to  exact  a  preliminary  examina- 
tion seven  graduates  applied  to  the  Board  for  permission  to  prac- 
tice in  the  State ;  five  of  these  showed  at  once  and  conclusively 
that  they  could  not  properly  pas3  the  most  simple  requirements 
for  matriculation.  The  report  also  shows  that  many  schools  have 
a  sliding  scale  that  can  be  adjusted  to  the  tastes  and  capacities  of 
any  man  ambitious  of  medical  honors. 

Some  announce  that  the  preliminary  examination  is  confined 
to  those  who  may  intend  to  practice  in  States  where  this  exami- 
nation is  made  a  test  of  the  standing  of  the  college.  Of  course, 
with  other  matriculants  it  is  made  optional. 

For  the  accommodation  of  those  who  may  not  like  either  ex- 
treme, some  schools  are  satisfied  with  a  certificate  from  the  pre- 
ceptor. So  far  as  the  Medical  Practice  Act  concerns  the  notor- 
ious advertising  quacks  of  Chicago,  it  is  a  dead  letter,  there  being 
now  a  larger  number  of  ^'lock-hospitals,''  "  infirmaries,^'  "va- 
cuum'' and  ''  electrical"  institutions  for  the  special  treatment  of 
young  and  middle-aged  men  than  ever  before. — Chicago  OorreS" 
pondent  of  Phila.  Med.  Times  of  June  15th  ultimo. 

The  Use  op  Salicylate  op  Soda  in  Pleurisy. — Dr. 
Gasparini  has  found  that  salicylate  of  soda,  possibly  from  its 
great  sudorific  power,  is  of  much  use  in  pleurisy,  rapid  reabsorp- 
tion  of  the  exudation  taking  place.  Acute  articular  rheumatism, 
pleurisy,  and  tonsillitis,  etc.,  occur  most  frequently  during  damp, 
cold  weather.  The  rheumatic  poison  may  determine  not  only  in 
one  person  tonsillitis,  in  others  pleuri-y,  etc.,  but  these  manifes- 
tations may  occur  simultaneously,  or  follow  each  other  in  the 
same  individual.  Thus,  tonsillitis  is  often  the  forerunner  of  acute 
articular  rheumatism  and  of  inflammation  of  the  pleura.  In 
support  of  this  hypothesis  is  the  success  obtained  by  Hormaidia 
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with  salicylate  of  soda  in  tonsillitis.  In  rheumatic  tonsillitis, 
that  is,  tonsillitis  provoked  by  the  irritative  action  of  cold  and 
damp,  he  considers  salicylate  of  soda  a  specific.  He  gives  it  in- 
ternally and  as  a  gargle,  and  narrates  fifty-seve'i  successful  cases. 
In  tonsillitis  due  to  specific  causes,  e.g.y  belladonna  poisoning, 
sewer-gas,  etc.,  erysipelas  and  scarlatina  it  has  not  the  same  effect. 
In  pleurisy,  where  diaphoretic  treatment  is  indicated,  salicylate 
of  soda  is  well  worthy  of  trial. — London  Medical  Record, 


Chloroform  Water. — In  Vol.  CXII,  No.  4,  Boston  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Journal,  Chloroform  water,  water  saturated 
with  chloroform,  is  treated  editorially.  The  writer,  in  describing 
it,  says  that  it  was  first  formularized  by  Guillot,  in  1884,  and 
that  afterward  it  was  made  the  subject  of  a  series  of  trials  by 
Lasegne,  Reyuauld,  and,  more  recently,  by  Beurmann.  It  is  a 
stable  preparation,  easily  prepared,  and  agreeable  to  the  taste; 
and  when  diluted  one-half  with  water  it  is  devoid  of  all  piquancy 
and  acridity.  After  reading  and  studying  the  above  named  ar- 
ticle on  the  subject,  I  immediately  prepared  some  and  began  its 
use,  £ubstituting  it  for  syrups  in  cough  mixtures,  and  using  it  in 
all  solutions  containing  iron.  Besides  its  other  merits,  it  has 
marked  analgesic  power.  It  is  an  admirable  remedy  in  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  gastralgia,  and  with  morphia  it  is  one  of  the  most 
desirable  of  sedative  cough  mixtures.  It  is  said  to  disguise  al- 
most entirely  the  taste  of  salicylate  of  soda,  chloral,  and  bromide 
of  potassium.  I  have  used  several  gallons  of  it,  and  I  am  daily 
more  pleased  with  it.  For  a  long  time  I  have  been  disgusted 
with  syrupy  mixtures  (and  I  believe  my  patients  have  been 
also),  and  I  shall  use  chloroform  water  in  their  place  whenever 
I  can. 

To  prepare  it :  Take  a  half  gallon  bottle  and  nearly  fill  it  witli 
distilled  water;  then  add  three  or  four  fluid  drachms  of  Squibbs' 
chloroform  ;  cork  it  tightly,  and  shake  it  every  five  minutes  for 
an  hour  or  so,  and  then  set  it  to  one  side  until  the  excess  of 
chloroform  has  settled  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  where  it  can 
be  seen  in  globules.  It  is  some  hours  before  the  excess  is  well 
3bp 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


334  SELECTIONS. 

settled.  Syphon  or  decant  the  solution,  leaving  the  excess  of 
chloroform.  It  is  a  beautiful,  clear,  and  sparkling  preparation. 
Below  I  give  [a  (small  list  of  formulas  in  which  I  am  using  it 
with  great  satisfaction,  also  a  small  list  from  Beurmann  : 

Bf, — Morphia  sulph.  1  grain;  Aqua  Chloroform,  4  fluid 
drams. 

M. — Dose,  a  teaspoonful  every  hour  in  irritating  coughs,  also 
in  nausea,  gastralgia,  etc. 

R. — Tinct.  Ferri.  Mur.,  4  fluid  drams;  Acid  Phos.  Dil.,  1 
oz. ;  Chloroform  water,  6  oz. 

M. — Dose,  a  teaspoonful  in  half  a  wine  glass  of  water  before 
meals  as  a  tonic. 

R. — Brom.  Potass.,  2  drams ;  Tinct.  Opi.  Camphor,  2  fluid 
drams;  Syrup  Tolu,  4  fluid  drams;  Chloroform  water,  1  fluid  oz. 

M. — Dose,  from  J  to  1  teaspoonful  in  therapeutics  of  infancy. 

R.— Salicylate  of  soda 8  parts. 

Syrup 30  parts. 

Peppermint  water 20  parts. 

*Dilute  chloroform  water 100  parts. 

Mix.  Beurmann, 

R, — Chloroform  water 13  parts. 

Peppermint  water 3  parts. 

Water 12  parts. 

M. — Dose,  a  tablespoonful  for  a  calmative  stomach  potion. — 
Beurmann. 

In  the  search  after  new  remedies  please  try  the  Aqua  Chloro- 
formi. — A.  D.  Bundy^  M.  D.,  in  Iowa  State  Med.  Rep. 


McDowell's  First  Ovariotomy. — In  the  blaek  cold  of  a 
December  day,  in  1809,  a  woman  riding  on  horseback,  arrived  in 
Danvillo,  Kentucky.  She  had  taken  farewell,  perhaps  forever,  of 
relatives  and  friends,  and  had  just  completed  a  Journey  of  sixty 
miles  that  she  might  be  near  a  surgeon,  who  had  promised  to  open 
her  abdomen,  and  attempt  to  remove  the  large  ovarian  cyst  it 
contained.      She  was  to  be  the  subject  of  an  experiment — an  e^- 

♦Half  water. 
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periment  at  the  hands  of  a  surgeon  living  on  the  borders  of  civil- 
ization— an  experiment  which  would  involve  her  life,  and  to 
which  she  must  submit  without  the  blessing  of  chloroform  or 
ether.  This  woman  possessed  of  marvellous  courage,  was  Mrs. 
Crawford,  McDowell's  first  patient  in  ovariotomy,  and  the  first 
patient  upon  whom  the  operation  was  ever  deliberately  under- 
taken. She  recovered  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  a  period  of  thirty  years  beyond  the  operation. 

The  conditions  surrounding,  and  forming  part  of  this  operation, 
are  worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  notice.  A.t  the  present  time, 
they  are  declared  by  the  ablest  operators  to  be  of  more  than  ac- 
didental  importance. 

In  the  light  of  all  recent  advances  concerning  the  environs  of 
an  ovariotomy  patient,  I  ask  you  to  listen  thoughtfully,  and  en- 
quire of  yourselves:  Have  modern  operators  had  better  environ- 
ment ihan  McDowell?  Is  their  quarantine^  better  than  his  was? 
Whether  aocident,  or  necessity,  or  the  simplicity  of  border  life, 
provided  these  conditions  as  favorable  to  recovery,  your  orator 
will  not  enquire,  but  hopes  to  show  that  McDowell  did  operate 
under  conditions  as  favorable  as  does  Dr.  Keith  or  Mr.  Lawson 
Tait. 

1st.  The  patient  was  refused  operation  in  her  own  home. 

2d.  She  was  operated  upon  in  Dr.  McDowell's  own  house. 

3d.  History  mentions  but  one  assistant  present  at  the  opera- 
tion. 

4th.  The  patient  had  never  been  tapped. 

5th.  We  may  safely  infer  that  the  room  in  which  the  operation 
was  performed,  contained,  at  this  early  date  in  Kentucky,  no  sup- 
erabundance of  furniture  or  upholstery. 

6th.  That  the  room  was  ventilated  by  an  open  fireplace  is  more 
than  probable. 

7th.  The  atmosphere  was  that  of  a  healthy  border  town. 

8th.  No  sponges  were  introduced  into  the  abdomen. 

9tb.  He  ligated  the  pedicle  and  dropped  it  in. 

This  operation  will  stand  the  criticism  of  the  most  exacting 
specialist  of  the  year  1885,  save  in  two  particulars:  viz.,  the 
ligature  was  not  carbolized  of  scalded,  the  ends  of  it  were  left 
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hanging  out  of  the  angle  of  the  wound,  and  merely  turning  the 
woman  on  her  side  to  permit  all  fluids  lo  escape  from  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  was  scarcely  enough  in  that  direction. 

The  incision  was  made  to  the  left  of  the  rectus  muscle,  but  in 
his  next  case  McDowell  made  it  in  the  linea  alba,  between  the 
umbilicus  and  pubis. 

Pause  a  moment!  Think;  at- the  end  of  almost  three-quarters 
of  a  century,  the  operation  stands  almost  where  McDowell  left  it, 
with  one  solitary  exception,  viz.,  the  ends  of  the  ligature  sur- 
rounding the  pedicle  are  cut  short. — Dr.  StUton,  of  Pittsburg,  in 
address  on  Obstetrics  at  meeting  of  American  Midical  Association, 
-  Jou?*nal  of  Am,  Med.  Ass'n, 


The  Management  of  Placenta  Previa. — Dr.  Malcolm 
McLean,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  March  26,  1885,  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions 
regarding  the  management  of  placenta  prsevia  : 

1.  In  any  case  of  placenta  preevia  avoid  the  application  of 
chemical  styptics. 

2.  Inasmuch  as  the  dangers  from  hemorrhage  were  greater 
than  all  else,  preparations  to  induce  premature  labor  should  be 
made. 

3.  In  primiparous  cases  with  rigid  tissues,  the  vagina  should 
be  well  distended  with  the  colpeurynter  or  tampon  until  cervical 
dilatation  had  taken  place. 

4.  It  was  safer  to  rely  upon  thorough  continuous  pressure  by 
Barnes'  dilator  than  upon  pressure  by  the  fsetal  parts. 

5.  Where  the  placenta  was  lateral  or  partial,  and  there  was  no 
indication  for  hastening  the  labor,  the  method  of  Braxton  Hicks 
might  be  practiced,  consisting  of  turning  by  bimanual  method  as 
soon  as  possible,  pulling  down  a  leg  arid  with  it  and  the  breech 
of  the  child  tamponing  the  ruptured  placental  vessels,  and  then 
letting  the  delivery  be  completed  spontaneously,  or  aided  by  gen- 
tle traction. 

6.  When  the  head  presented  and  the  os  was  dilated,  or  very 
very  dilatable,  rupture  the  membranes. 
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7.  Podalic  version  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  application  of 
forceps  within  the  cervix,  especially  when  the  cervix  was  dry. 

8.  Complete  vaginal  tamponing  might  be  applied  and  left  in 
position  in  cases  in  which  other  means  were  not  at  hand. 

9.  The  dangers  of  septic  infection  with  the  proper  use'of  tam- 
pons and  dialators  was  so  slight  that  it  need  not  be  considered. 

10.  Wherever  possible,  deliverj'  should  be  accomplished  delib- 
erately. 

11.  The  greatest  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  convey  infectious 
material  to  the  mother's  system,  which  involved  the  application 
of  the  great  principle  of  absolute  cleanliness. —  Weekly  Med, 
Review, 


Treatment  op  Sewage. — F.  Herbert,  London,  England; 
Pat.  5850,  December  24,  1883.  ^In  order  to  effect  the  deodoriza- 
tion  of  sewage  of  all  kinds,  and  in  its  entirety,  obtaining  there- 
from valuable  manures,  and  for  the  utilization  of  the  gaseous 
bodies  given  off^  during  treatment,  the  patentee  prroceeds  as  fol- 
lows: The  sewerage  is  collected  in  tanks,  in  which,  by  subsidence, 
it  is  deprived  of  such  useless  mineral  matter  as  road  detritus, 
etc. ;  self-acting  typhous  fitted  to  these  tanks  periodically  transfer 
their  contents  into  a  series  of  receivers  fitted  with  carbon  elec- 
trodes, connected  with  a  dynamo-electric  machine  furnishing  a 
current  of  large  quantity,  but  low  intensity.  The  gases  liberated 
by  electrolysis  are  collected  and  burned  for]  furnishing  steam 
power,  and  after  being  carburretted  used  for  lighting.  The  thin 
mud  obtained  by  electrolysis  is  evaporated  down  by  a  gentle 
heat  in  a  suitable  drying  apparatus,  yielding  a  highly  valuable 
manure.  The  patentee  claims  (1)  the  use  of  electricity  for  the 
purpose  of  treating  sewage;  (2)  utilizing  the  gaseous  constit- 
uents; (3)  the  combination  and  arrangement  of  the  apparatus. — 
The  Polyclinic. 

^  •  ^ 

Unvarying  Weight  an  Evidence  of  a  Sound  Consti- 
tution.— Let  me  here  refer  to  this  matter  of  variation  of  weight. 
Many  persons  will  be  met  with  who  have  a  wide  range  of  what 
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may  be  called  normal  weight.  I  never  like  to  see  this  symptom, 
for  it  seems  to  me  that  those  persons  who  lose  flesh  so  rapidly 
cannot  be  made  of  very  good  stuff.  A  person  whose  flesh  is 
solid  and  who  is  living  a  correct  life  should  maintain  pretty 
nearly  the  same  weight  summer  and  winter,  varying  perhaps 
from  three  to  five  pounds.  Persons  will,  however,  be  found 
whdse  weight  varies  twelve  or  fifteen  pounds  at  different  periods 
of  the  year.  With  such  persons  I  have  observed  that  sickness 
goes  hard;  on  the  other  hand^  lass  ol  weight  in  them  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  of  such  serious  moment  as  it  would  be  in  a  person 
who  was  thoroughly  in  training  and  whose  flesh  was  solid  and 
well  organized.-i*-Prq/.  Pepper,  in  Med,  Times. 


^Bvi^ws  Hnd  ^aah  ^oHub 


A  System  of  Practica.l  Medicine  by  American  Authors.  Edited  by 
William  Pepper,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Provost  and  Professor  of  Theory  and 
Pmctice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, assisted  by  Louis  Starr,  M.D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children  in  the  Hospital  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Vol.  II.  General  Diseases  (continued),  and.  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Sys- 
tem. 8vo.  Leather,  pp.  1,312.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadel- 
phia, 1886. 

The  second  volume  of  this  magnificent  work  is  quite  in  keep- 
ing with  the  first,  and  gives  additional  assurance  of  its  projectors 
in  successfully  giving  us  a  standard  system  of  medicine  from 
purely  an  American  stand-point.  The  practice  of  medicine  in 
this  country  has  nothing  to  lose  in  comparison  with  that  of  even 
the  most  favored  portion  of  the  Old  World. 

The  articles  so  fully  and  graphically  treated  of  in  the  second 
volume  are  as  follows:  Rheumatism^  by  R.  Palmer  Howard, 
M.D.;  Gout,  by  W.  H.  Draper,  M.D. ;  Rachitis,  by  A.  Jacobi, 
M.D. ;  Scurvy,  by  Philip  S.  Wales,  M.D. ;  Purpura,  by  I.  Ed- 
mund Atkinson,  M.D. ;  Diabetes  Mellitus,  by  James  Tyson.  A.M., 
M.D. ;  Scrofula,  by  John  S.  Lynch,  M.D.;  Hereditary  Syphilis, 
by  J.  William  White,  M.D.;  Diseases  of  the  Mouth  and  Tongue, 
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Tonsils,  Pharynx,  and  CEsophagus,  by  J.  Solis  Cohen,  M.D.; 
Functional  and  Inflammatory  Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  by  Samuel 
G.  Armor,  M.D.,  LL.D. ;  Simple  Ulcer  and  Cancer  of  the  Stom- 
ach, Haemorrhage  from  the  Stomach,  Dilatation  of  the  Stomach, 
and  Minor  Organic  Aflections  of  the  Stomach,  by  W.  H.  Welch, 
M.D. ;  Intestinal  Indigestion,  Constipation,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Intestinal  Catarrh,  and  Cholera  Morbus,  by  W.  W.  Johnston, 
M.D. ;  Intestinal  Affections  of  Children  in  Hot  Weather,  by  J. 
Lewis  Smith,  M.D. ;  Dysentery,  Typhlitis,  Perityphlitis,  Para- 
typhlitis, Intestinal  Ulcer,  and  Hsemorrhage  from  the  Bowels,  by 
James  T.  Whittaker,  A.M.,  M.D. ;  Intestinal  Obstruction,  by 
Hunter  McGuire,  M.D. ;  Cancer  and  other  Degenerations  of  the 
Intestines,  by  I.  Edmondson  Atkinson,  M.D. ;  Diseases  of  the 
Rectum  and  Anus,  by  Thomas  G.  Morton,  M.D.,  and  Henry  M. 
Wetherill,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Ph.G. ;  Intestinal  Worms,  by  Joseph  Leidy, 
M.D.,  TjL.D.;  Diseases  of  the  Liver,  by  Roberts  Bartholow,  A.M., 
M.D,,  LL.D. ;  Diseases  of  the  Pancreas,  by  Louis  Starr,  M.D. ; 
Peritonitis,  by  Alonzo  Clark, M.D.,  LL.D.;  and  Diseases  of  the 
Abdominal  Glands  (Tabes  Mesenterica),  by  Samuel  C.  Busey, 
M.D.     A  copious  index  concludes  the  volume. 

A  Trejltisb  on  Asiatic  Cholera.  Edited  and  prepared  by  Edmund  Charleh 
Wbndt,  M.D.,  Curator  and  Pathologist  of  St.  Francis  Hospital;  Curator 
and  Pathologist  of  the  New  York  Infant  Asylum,  etc.;  in  association  with 
Drs.  Jt»hn  C.  Peters,  of  New  York;  Ely  McClelian,  U.  S.  A.;  John  B.  Ham- 
ilton, Surgeon-Ckneral  U.  S.  M.  H.;  and  George  M.  Sternberg,  U.  S.  A. 
Illustrated  with  maps  and  engravings.  8vo,  Cloth,  pp.  403.  Wm.  Wood 
<&  Co.,  Publishers,  66  and  68  La  Fayette  Place,  New  York. 

This  constitutes  the  very  timely  number  of  Wood's  Standard 
Library  for  May. 

The  object  of  the  work  is  to  furnish  the  physician  with  a  faith- 
ful account  of  the  actual  state  of  our  knowledge  regarding  a  dis- 
ease that,  even  at  the  present  writings  is  by  many  expected  soon 
to  visit  our  shores. 

While  the  experience  acquired  in  past  epidemics  has  been  util- 
ized to  its  fullest  extent;  the  contributors  to  this  volume  have 
not  ignored  the  new  light  shed  on  the  disease  by  the  most  recent 
researches.     It  is  hoped  that  in  this  way  the  work  may  prove  ac- 
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ceptable  to  a  larger  class  of  readers  than  if  a  more  one-sided 
presentation  of  the  subject  had  been  undertaken.  Of  course  the 
carrying  out  of  such  a  plan  has  necessarily  led  to  the  embodi- 
ment of  conflicting  views  that  at  times  appear  rather  confusitg. 

The  editor  has  relied  for  information  upon  those  American, 
English,  French,  German,  Italian,  and  Spanish  writers  who  are 
recognized  in  their  own  countries  as  the  highest  authorities  on 
the  subject. 

Hay  Fever  and  Its  Successful  Treatment  by  Superficial  Organic  Al- 
teration OF  THE  Nasal  Membrane.  By  Charles  G.  Sajous,  M.D. 
Illuptrated.     Philadelphia:  F.  A.  Davis,  Publisher,  1,217  Filbert  Street. 

The  large  number  of  our  citizens  who  suffer  from  what  is 
called  hay  fever  will  be  well  pleased  that  a  method  has  been  sug- 
gested which  promises  a  radical  cure,  with  no  appreciable  danger 
and  but  little  suffering.  Dr.  Sajous  explains  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  the  local  application  of  powerful  alterants  to  the  mucous 
surface,  as  glacial  acetic  acid,  etc.,  and  records  quite  a  number  of 
illustrative  case^.  The  little  volume  can  but  attract  and  com- 
mand the  attention  of  those  who  have  been  required  to  treat  this 
intolerable  and  almost  intractable  annoyance. 

Berlin  as  a  Medical  Center.  A  Guide  for  American  Practitioners  and 
Students.  By  Horatio  R.  Bigelow,  M.D.  Cloth,  pp.  117.  >iew  England 
Publishing  Co.,  Sandy  Hook,  Conn.     1886. 

This  little  brochure  is  a  reprint  of  letters  by  its  talented  author 
to  the  New  England  Medical  Monthly,  and  contains  much  infor- 
mation of  no  little  interest  and  of  peculiar  value  to  those  who 
may  desire  to  spend  a  few  months  or  more  in  this  important  Old- 
World  metropolis.  It  has  a  most  excellent  map  oif  Berlin,  be- 
sides giving  all  needful  information  in  regard  to  cost  of  living, 
manner  and  methods,  etc.,  that  will  prove  of  no  little  value  to 
the  American  in  search  of  medical  knowledge. 

Sanitary  Suggestions,  or  How  to  Dirinfkxt  Our  Homks.  By  B.  W 
Palmer,  M.D.  Paper,  pp.  58;  price,  26  cents.  George  S.  David,  Publisher, 
Detroit,  Mich.     1885. 

To  briefly  present  the  most  approved  agenta  for  the  prevention 
of  infectious  diseases,  point  out  the  necessity  for  their  use,  and 
explain  their  application  so  that  any  one  of  ordinary  intelligence 
may  be  able  to  eflSciently  use  them  in  the  household,  is  the  object 
of  this  little  brochure. 
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The  International  Medical  Congress. — Quite  a  "temp- 
est in  a  tea-po{^*  has  been  stirred  up  in  regard  to  the  action  of 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  Washington  Meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  as  was  evidenced  at  the  succeed- 
ing meeting  in  New  Orleans  in  May  last.  We  propose  to  .briefly 
state  the  "  casus  belli/'  so  far  as  it  has  appeared  to  our  views, 
indulging  in  a  few  remarks  thereon. 

The  original  committee,  as  authorized  by  the  Association,  ten- 
dered the  invitation  at  Copenhagen  to  the  International  Congress 
to  hold  its  next  meeting  in  Washington  in  1887,  which  invitation 
was  accepted.  So  far  so  good.  Subsequently,  the  committee 
proceeded  to  arrange  a  list  of  officers  for  the  Congress,  from 
President  down  to  Secretary  of  the  least  important  section — if 
any  could  be  so-called — including  Vice-Presidents,  chairmen  or 
presiding  officers  of  sections,  general  secretary,  treasurer,  execu- 
tive committee,  etc.  This  list  of  officials,  however,  could  only 
be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  suggestion  or  nomination  for  the 
respective  positions  of  honor;  for  it  is  now,  has  been,  and  we 
suppose  ever  will  be,  the  province  of  the  Congress  to  elect  its 
own  officers.  Granted,  that  suggestions  of  this  character  have 
ever  been  approved  by  the  Congress,  and  the  nomination  by  the 
committee  is  equivalent  to  a  selection — just  as  is  the  work  of  the 
special  committee  of  one  from  each  State  appointed  as  a  nomina- 
ting committee  by  the  American  Medical  Association.  Yet,  if 
this  committee  failed  at  any  time  to  nominate  suitable  officers  for 
the  Association,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Association  from 
annulling  the  action  of  said  committee  by  electing  entirely  difler- 
ent  gentlemen. 

This  list  of  officers  was  submitted  by  the  committee  to  the 
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American  Medical  Association,  its  creator,  at  the  New  Orleans 
meeting;  for  the  only  purpose,  we  take  it,  of  approval  or  disap- 
proval. It  could  not  have  been  merely  for  information — for  that 
had  already  been  given  to  the  medical  public  through  the  pages 
of  quite  a  number  of  the  leading  medical  periodicals.  We  mention 
this,  from  the  fact  that  such  a  statement  has  been  made,  and  that 
the  Association  had  no  right  or  authority  to  revise,  consider,  ap- 
prove or  disapprove  the  work  oi  the  committee.  The  creature 
had,  from  the  moment  <^  creation,  attained  a  height  above  the 
creator.  A  fallacious  idea  truly,  and  one  untenable  for  a  mo- 
ment. But  did  the  Association  approve  the  wor^  of  its  commit- 
tee?  Partly  yes,  and  partly  no.  With  a  moderation  that  was 
indeed  commendable,  in  so  large  and  promiscuous  a  body,  de- 
rived from  all  portions  of  our  great  country — men  with  as  many 
diverse  views  as  could  well  be  comprised  in  the  same  number  or 
of  individuals — the  committee  was  not  "sat  down  on  "  as  was 
advised  by  the  more  impetuous  and  least  thoughtful;  not  was  it 
endorsed  and  its  action  sanctioned  in  accordance  with  more  pas- 
sive minds.  While  it  would  have  been  a  degradation  of  its  com- 
mittee unbecoming  the  Association  to  have  thrown  their  whole 
work  back  in  their  faces,  for  many  of  the  gentlemen  selected 
were  unquestionably  the  very  best  and  most  suitable  that  could 
possibly  have  been  chosen ;  yet  there  were  some  objectionable 
features  that  could  not  be  accepted  by  the  Association. 

One  cause  of  complaint,  was  that  the  different  sections  of  our 
country  had  not  been  equally  or  proportionately  recognized  in 
the  distribution  of  the  places  of  honor.  This  we  regard  as  of 
small  moment;  for  the  empty  honor  of  the  hour,  of  a  secretary 
or  chairman  of  a  section,  Vice-President,  or  even  President  of 
the  Congress  itself^  limited  to  the  few,  is  not  to  be  compared  to 
the  more  lasting  "  and  free  for  all"  honor  of  submitting  a  paper 
of  original  research  on  some  one  of  the  many  important  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  medical  science  so  far  yet  from  being  defi- 
nitely settled.  Neither  Koch  nor  Pastuer  have  yet  presided  over 
the  International  Congress,  yet,  like  Jenner,  their  names  will  be 
household  words  throughout  the  scientific  world  for  years  to 
come.     A  few  brief  lines  of  eulogy  in  a  few  of  our  medical  jour- 
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nals,  are  all  that  can  be  found  of  Prof.  Panum^  in  this  the  year 
of  his  death — yet  see  how  they  all — Tray,  Blanche  and  Sweet- 
heart, open  up  on  the  lead  of  an  original  mind.  A  mind  nar- 
rowed by  envy  alone  can  have  grounds  for  complaint  on  this 
score.  We  know  that  we  but  voice  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  Southern  and  Western  Doctors  when  we  say  that  we  feel  no 
slight  has  been  put  on  our  section  or  its  medical  men,  although 
some  names  have  been  duplicated,  and  even  triplicated  iu  the 
nominations  suggested  by  the  committee.  If  those  who  think 
they  have  been  left  out  in  the  cold,  will  bnt  go  to  work  in  the 
far  wider  field  that  is  left  open  to  them,  we  guarantee  more  dura- 
ble laurels  than  the  brief  honor  of  the  hour. 

The  only  cause  of  complaint  to  our  minds,  is  that  some  who 
are  not  in  accord  with  the  Association  have  been  assigned  a 
place.  Well,  if  they  are  gentlemen^  they  will  quickly  enough  de- 
cline the  profered  honor.  If  they  are  not,  the  Congress  itself  can 
easily  set  them  aside,  for  we  know  we  speak  by  the  card,  when 
we  say  that  the  majority  of  the  Congress  will  be  made  up  not 
only  by  its  American  membership — but  by  its  American  member- 
ship that  will  be  in  full  accord  with  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

Is  there  2i  gentleman  in  this  broad  land  who  would  be  an  un- 
welcome guest  at  any  feast?  Is  there  one  who  would  accept  an 
invitation  from  one  with  tvhom  he  was  in  antagonism,  knowing  that 
the  other  guests  would  be  in  full  accord  with  the  giver  of  the 
feast,  and  would  look  on  him  coldly?  The  American  Medical 
Association  proposes  to  prepare  an  intellectual  feast ;  it  has  dele- 
gated to  some  of  its  members  authority  to  invite  the  guests; 
and  now  that  the  invitations  are  being  prepared — and  some  have 
been  submitted — its  wisdom  is  apparent  in  selecting  an  additional 
number  from  each  State  and  territory  to  aid  and  assist  those  pre- 
viously delegated  in  seeing  that  none  comes  to  the  fe^st  without 
a  proper  garment. 

If  the  "  new  code  men  "  wish  to  entertain  the  International 
Congress,  they  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so.  It  is  pertinent  to 
them  to  make  preparations  and  extend  their  invitation  at  any 
time  they  see  proper.     But  we  do  not  think  it  right,  that  they 
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should  take  part  or  place  in  an  entertainment  provided  by  others 
with  whom  they  are  not  in  accord,  and  to  which  they  know  full 
well  they  do  not  receive  a  cordial  invitation.  Nor  do  we  believe 
that  they  will  place  themselves  or  the  few  who  invited  them  in 
so  questionable  an  attitude. 


"  Let  Science  be  Free,"  is  the  heading  of  an  editorial  in  the 
Philadelphia  Med.  and  Siirg,  Reporter^  for  June  20th  ult.,  to 
which  we  say  amen.  But  we  do  not  see  that  the  freedom  of 
science  gives  any  reason  or  right,  why  those  medical  or  other 
scientific  organizations  enterprising  enough  to  sustain  publica- 
tions, should  yield  their  rights  to  any  journal  or  periodical.  It 
is  the  business  of  medical  and  other  journals  to  secure  appropri- 
ate articles  for  their  readers,  but  there  are  other  ways  of  accom- 
plishing this  than  by  robbing  or  purloining  material  that  belongs 
of  right  to  an  organized  society  issuing  a  publication  of  its  own. 

Nearly  every  society  of  any  status  whatever,  expressly  states 
in  either  by-laws  or  constitution,  that  papers,  essays,  addresses, 
etc.,  are  the  exclusive  property  of  the  society.  Just  as  the  origi- 
nal communication,  article,  or  essay  written  expressly  for  the 
Med.  and  Surg,  Reporter,  either  voluntary  or  for  a  compensation, 
is  the  exclu&ive  property  of  that  very. enterprising  journal,  and 
its  use  by  others  prior  to  its  appearance  in  the  pages  of  the  Re- 
porter, and  without  due  credit,  is  unquestionably  literary  theft, 
fraud  or  robbing. 

No  medical  organization  prohibits  extracts,  abstracts  or  the 
republication  of  its  articles  in  full  when  the  same  justice  and  fair 
treatment  is  rendered  it  as  to  other  publications.  It  has  a  like 
priority  of  claim  to  its  own. 


University  of  Tennessee. — The  Seventy-eighth  Annual 
Commencement  was  held  at  Staub's  Opera  House,  in  Knoxville, 
on  Wednesday,  June  10th  ult.  The  exercises  consisted  of  ad- 
dresses on   the  part  of  the  graduates,  interspersed  with  music. 
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and  the  addreas  to  the  graduates  by  John  L.  Moses,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  conferred  the  degrees  as  follows: 

Bachelor  of  Arts— C.  A.  L.  Massie,  R.  B.  Cooke,  E.  Lockett. 

Bachelors  of  Science— C.  C.  Cannon,  J.  N.  Fisher,  R.  F. 
Shropshire. 

Bachelor  of  Applied  Chemistry     C.  Walker. 

Bachelors  of  Philosophy— T.  P.  Thomas,  J.  H.  Cantrell,  B.  R. 
Thomas. 

Bachelors  of  Civil  Engineering— .W.  E.  Barnes,  G.  A.  Fain, 
J.  R.  Fain,  B.  L.  Lloyd,  C.  Walker,  C.  J.  Washington. 

Master  of  Arts- J.  N.  Bogart,  B.  S ;  T.  C.  Karns,  B.  A.;  W. 
I.  Thomas,  B.  A. 

Civil  Engineer— L.  C.  Carter,  B.  C.  E. 

Honorary  Degree — Doctor  of  Divinity — Rev.  R.  J.  Cooke,  M.  A. 

Qoncluding  remarks  of  a  timely  and  appropriate  nature  were 
made  by  Hon.  Wm.  Rule,  of  Knoxville. 


We  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  the  Lambert  Pharmacol  Co., 
118  Olive  St.,  St.  houisy  Nos.  of  the  following  very  interesting 
pamphlets,  which  can  be  obtained  by  application  by  mail : 

Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh,  by  Geo. 
Morewood  Leflerts,  A.  M.,  M.  D.;  Atrophic  Nasal  Catarrh,  by 
Carl  Seiler,  M.  D.;  Diphtheria,  by  Bedford  Brown,  M.  D.;  Pyo- 
genic Membianes,  etc.,  by  Prof.  W.  W.  Dawson,  M.  D.;  Treat- 
ment of  Whooping  Cough,  by  John  M.  Keating,  M.  D.;  Otitis 
Media  Purulenta,  by  Prof.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  M.  D. 

New  Journals. — Dr.  F.  E.  Daniels,  having  sold  out  his  en- 
tire interest  in  the  Courier- Hecord  of  Medicine  to  Dr.  W.  B. 
Brooks,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  will  start  another  journal  at  Aus- 
tin, Texas,  beginning  with  July.  It  will  be  known  as  Daniels^ 
Texas  Medical  JovrnaL 

The  Sanitary  Monitor,  edited  by  Dr.  3.  F.  Winn,  is  a  new  jour- 
nalistic venture  at  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  will  be  devoted  as  its 
name  indicates  to  Sanitary  Science. 
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Bartley's  Pocket  Test  Case. — We  have  received  from 
Messrs.  H.  Campbell  &  Co.,  sole  agents,  140  and 
142  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  one  of  the  above 
very  useful,  handy,  and  convenient  little  cases 
for  testing  the  urine  at  the  bedside. 

The  case  contains  a  scientifically  correct  urino- 
meter,  a  heavy  glass  tube  serving  as  en  urinome- 
ter  jar  and  test  tube,  a  package  of  litmus  test 
papers,  a  pipette  for  convenience  in  handling  the 
urine,  two  vials  to  contain  the  test  powders,  and 
spoon.  With  these  the  following  points  may  be 
determined  at  the  bedside,  viz. :  The  quantity  of 
urine  passed,  the  color,  transparency,  reaction, 
specific  gravity,  total  solids  passed,  and  the  pres- 
ence or  absence  of  sugar  and  albumen.  Each 
bottle  contains  suiEcient  powders  for  fifty  tests. 
A  small  hand-book  containing  instructions,  for- 
mula for  the  powders,  and  valuable  information  obtained  by  re- 
cent investigations  of  Dr.  Bartley  and  others,  accompanies  the 
case.     Price,  by  mail  (at  shipper^s  risk),  post-paid,  $2.00. 


Married: — Burns-Glenn. — By  Rev.  Father  Scannell,  at 
St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  in  this  city,  on  the  morning  of  June  18th 
ult..  Miss  Addie  Burns  to  Prof.  W.  F.  Glenn,  M.  D. 

The  fair  biide  is  the  youngeet  daughter  of  Hon.  Mike  Burns, 
one  of  Nashville's  most  prominent  and  honored  citizens,  who  has 
ever  distinguished  himself  in  all  stations  of  public  and  private 
life  allotted  him. 

Of  our  colleague,  it  is  needless  for  us  to  mention  his  high  at- 
tainments, his  professional  courtesy,  and  the  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  all  who  know  him.  To  them,  we  tender  our  sincere 
and  hearty  congratulations. 


The  Kaline  Compound  Pill  still  continues  to  give  satis- 
faction in  Malarial  Diseases  to  all  who  give  it  a  trial. 
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Medical  Journal  Addresses. — We  have  just  received  from 
the  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Company,  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
several  sets  of  their  Perforated,  Adhesive  Medical  Journal  La- 
bels. The  list  includes  besides  the  journals  of  the  United  States 
that  are  devoted  to  medicine,  pharmacy  and  hygiene,  those  of 
the  Province  of  Canada  as  well.  Four  complete  sets  will  be 
mailed  postpaid  for  fifty  cents  on  addressing  the  publishers  above 
named.  They  are  just  what  every  physician  needs  fur  addressing 
his  reprints  for  journal  notice,  and  medical  colleges  for  addressing 
their  announcements  for  a  similar  purpose. 


Ether  as  an  expectorant  in  subacute  or  chronic  bionchi- 
tis,  is  placed  before  all  other  remedies  of  this  class  by  Dr.  Kemper, 
in  the  Therapeidic  Oazette.  Five  to  ten  drops  on  sugar  every 
three  or  four  hours  is  the  dose.  It  can  be  used  by  inhalation 
also. 


The  very  excellent  preparations  of  Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick, 
Maltine^  Beef  Peptonoids,  and  Peptonized  Cod  Liver^Oil  and 
Milk,  are  among  the  best  and  most  reliable  const  motives,  and 
have  proven  most  reliable  in  all  wasting  diseases. 


For  Constipation  in  Young  Children. — Dr.  Poulain,  in 
British  Med.  Journal,  extols  the  use  of  a  tablespoonful  of  fine 
bran  night  and  morning,  in  a  cup  of  bread  and  milk.  The  bran 
is  warmed  in  the  milk  and   then   poured  on  the  bread. 


Baltimore  Medical  College.  Write  to  Dr.  Wm,  Lee, 
cor.  Eutaw  and  Hoffman  Sts.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  Catalogue  and 
Announcement  of  this  Institution — Session  of  1885-6. 


Missouri  Medical  College  :  See  card  of  this  School  of 
Medicine  in  our  advertising  pages.  T.  F.  Prewitt,  M.  D.,  Dean, 
8t.  Louis^  Mo. 
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Th  eSouthern  Practitioner. 
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DEVOTED    TO    MEDICINE    AND    SURGERY. 
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iSngitmt  ^ammttnimtions. 


A  CASE  OF  TRAUMATIC  ANEURISM  OF  THE  AXIL- 
LARY  ARTERY;  LIGATION  OF  THE  SUBCLA- 
VIAN; SUBSEQUENT  INCISION  OF  THE 
SAC,   FOLLOWED  BY  RECOVERY; 
WITH  REMARKS  * 


BY 
L.   8.   MOMUBTBY,  A.   M.y   H.   D.,   DANVILLE,   KY. 


Id  order  to  place  within  easy  reach  of  the  statistician  a  case 
illustrating  some  important  points  in  pathology  and  treatment, 
involving  operative  procedures  of  gravity  and  importance,  I 
sabmit  the  following  report  of  a  case  of  axillary  aneurism : 

On  the  20th  day  of  last  November,  M.  C,  a  robust  roan,  ac- 

*Read  before  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  June  24,  1S86.— Keprint 
-om  Journal  of  American  Medical  Association. 


from  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


350  ORIGINAL    CX)MMUNICATI0N8. — HCMUBTBY. 

customed  to  out-door  life  on  the  farm,  called  at  my  oflBce  for  ex- 
amination and  advice.  His  age  was  30  years.  He  possessed  a 
good  constitution  and  powerful  muscular  development.  He  gave 
the  following  history:  Thiiteen  months  before,  he  received  a 
pistol  wound,  the  ball  entering  the  right  shoulder  in  front,  im- 
bedded itself  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joint.  The  wound  healed 
promptly,  with  but  little  constitutional  disturbance.  Several 
Weeks  afterward  he  observed  ''a  lump"  in  the  axillary  region, 
which  increased  in  size  from  week  to  week.  At  the  date  indica- 
ted— 20th  of  November  last,  thirteen  months  after  receiving  the 
pistol  wound — the  tumor  had  reached  the  dimensions  of  a  newly- 
born  child's  head.  The  pressure  upon  the  brachial  plexus  of 
nerves  had  paralyzed  the  arm,  forearm  and  hand,  so  that  this 
member  hung  powerless  at  the  side,  possessed  of  very  limited 
degree  of  motion,  and  much  wasted  by  disuse.  The  diagnosis, 
aneurism  of  the  axillary  artery,  was  evident  on  inspection,  and 
was  made  absolute  by  the  thrill  undef  palpation,  and  the  bruit 
upon  auscultation.  That  it  owed  its  origin  to  a  wound  of  the 
axillary  artery  was  evident  from  the  history,  and  the  scar  of  the 
pistol  wound  upon  the  skin.  A  thorough  examination  showed 
that  the  tumor  had  burrowed  beneath  the  pectotal  muscles  after 
occupying'the  entire  axilla.  The  walls  were  thin,  and  moved  to 
and  fro  with  every  pulsation  of  the  heart.  The  radial  pulse  was 
small  in  volume,  and  fluctuating. 

On  the  f  llowing  day  but  one,  I  proceeded  to  ligate  the  sub- 
clavian in' the  third  part  of  its  course.  The  patient  was  anes- 
thetized by  Dr.  R.  W.  Dunlap,  and  Drs.  Geo.  Cowan  and  Fayette 
Dunlap  assisted  me  during  the  operation.  The  incision  was 
made  above  the  clavicle,  and  a  diasection  made  through  the  supra- 
clavicular triangle  of  the  neck  to  the  first  rib.  It  became  neces- 
sary to  divide  the  external  jugular  vein,  after  tying  it.  Some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  the  artery  in  its  home  on  the 
first  rib,  the  vessel  having  been  drawn  from  its  groove  by  the 
ever- increasing  axillary  growth.  The  aneurism  needle  was 
passed,  and  a  strong  silk  ligature  applied  to  the  vessel  just  at  the 
external  border  of  the  anterior  scalenus  muncle.  The  pulsation 
ceased  in  the  tumor  as  soon  as  the  vessel  was  compressed.    The 
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wound  was  closed  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  ends  of  the  Iifi:a- 
tare  were  left  hanging  from  the  wound.  The  radial  pulse  was 
annihilated  ;  neither  was  any  pulsation  detected  along  the  course 
of  the  brachial.  The  arm  was  enveloped  from  shoulder  to  fingers 
in  cotton-wool,  and  a  flannel  bandage  applied. 

The  progress  of  the  patient  was  uninterrupted  by  either  acci- 
dent or  complication.  A  few  hours  after  the  operation  the  hand 
and  arm  became  prematurely  warm  as  a  result  of  the  increased 
activity  of  the  superficial  capillary  circulation.  On  December  13, 
the  21st  day  after  the  operation,  the  ligature  came  away,  the 
wound  having  promptly  healed.  The  tumor  became  firm  after 
the  operation,  and  at  the  time  the  patient  returned  home— H)ne 
month  after  the  operation — was  very  perceptibly  decreased  in 
size.  Six  months  after  the  operation  on  the  subclavian,  the  pa- 
tient returned  to  me  for  further  treatment.  The  tumor  remained 
large  and  elastic,  and  though  he  had  in  limited  degree  regained 
the  use  of  his  arm  and  hand,  he  was  unable  to  pursue  his  occu- 
pation. 1  at  once  determined  to  incise  the  sac  and  turn  out  its 
contents.  The  circulation  in  the  arm  and  hand  was  excellent, 
and  a  small  radial  pulse  could  be  detected  in  the  affected  arm. 
There  was  no  pulsation  whatever  in  the  tumor  from  the  moment 
the  ligature  was  applied  to  the  subclavian.  The  pressure  on  the 
brachial  plexus  of  nerves  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  remaining 
trouble.  The  second  operation  was  done  at  the  patient's  home 
in  Mt.  Vernon,  Ky.,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Brown  and  Lovell 
of  that  place ;  Dr.  Hugh  Reid,  of  Stamford,  and  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton,  of  Danville,  a  medical  student.  Having  made  an  incision 
over  the  entire  length  of  the  tumor,  I  threw  a  ligature  around 
the  axillary  artery  on  the  distal  side  of  the  tumor,  and  incised 
the  tumor.  The  cavity  was  filled  with  a  soft  arterial  clot,  which 
was  scooped  out  and  the  cavity  washed  out.  During  this  second 
operation  I  was  enabled  to  appreciate  for  the  first  time  the  full 
extent  of  the  tumor.  It  penetrated  the  entire  depth  and  extent 
of  the  axilla,  and  had  burrowed  freely  beneath  -the  pectoral  mus- 
cles. This  wound  was  closed  and  dressed  in  the  usual  manner, 
with  free  drainage  space.  The  pressure  now  being  removed  from 
the  brachial  plexus,  the  arm  and  hand  are  rapidly  regaining  their 
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power^  and  the  patient  will  sood  resame  his  occupation.  In  the 
second  operation  it  was  evident  that  the  vessel  was  completely 
closed  by  the  first  operation^  and  the  tumor  received  no  collateral 
or  recurrent  supply  from  any  source.  The  artery  above  and  below 
the  tumor  had  become  a  fibrous  cord. 

Concerning  the  operation  of  deligation  of  the  subclavian  it 
seems  pertinent  here  to  record  a  few  observations  suggested  by 
this  case.  The  operation  varies  much  in  difficulty.  When  the 
patient  is  thin  and  the  parts  adjacent  are  normal,  the  operation  is 
as  easily  executed  as  upon  the  cadaver.  When,  however,  the 
clavicle  is  greatly  curved,  as  in  persons  accustomed  to  malnual 
labor,  and  the  patient  stout  and  muscular,  it  is  quite  different. 
In  these  lutter  circumstances  the  artery  lies  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  cavity,  constantly  filled  with  blood  from  the  many  small 
vessels  of  necessity  divided  in  the  dissection.  A  very  limited 
experience  with  the  operation  will  suffice  to  convince  one  that 
such  an  operation  must  require  time,  and  may  easily  terminate 
in  disaster  on  the  table.  So  skillful  an  operator  as  Dupuytren 
occupied  one  hour  and  forty  minutes  in  the  operation,  and,  in  one 
case,  found  at  the  autopsy  that  the  needle  had  been  thrust  through 
the  artery  and  included  one  of  the  large  nerves  of  the  brachial 
plexus  with  one-half  the  artery.  And  again,  in  a  case  of  Dr. 
Warren,  of  Boston,  the  air  rushing  into  the  chest  during  the 
operation  demonstrated  that  the  pleura  was  punctured. 

The  anatomical  conditions  surrounding  the  seat  of  operations 
will  serve  to  explain  the  frightful  mortality  after  ligature  of  the 
subclavian  for  axillary  aneurism,  and  the  frequent  failure  to  se- 
cure complete  cure.  Although  embodying  the  principles  of  the 
Hunterian  operation,  it  is  not  far  repaoved  from  AnePs  method. 
Indeed  when,  as  in  the  case  reported,  the  aneurism  extends  above 
the  acromial  thoracic  branch,  the  circulation  through  the  sac  is 
completely  arrested.  Dr.  Wyeth's  tables  embrace  seventy-five 
cases  in  which  the  subclavian  was  tied  in  the  third  part  of  its 
course  for  axillary  aneurism,  with  a  death- rate  of  37  per  cent 
Mr.  Bryant  records  21  cases,  of  which  9  recovered  and  12  died. 
Of  48  cases  occurring  during  our  late  civil  war,  37  resulted  fatally, 
a  mortality  of  77  per  cent.  It  need  scarcely  be  stated  that  sec- 
ondary hemorrhage  is  a  conspicuous  cause  of  death. 
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It  is  important  to  note  just  here  that  these  statistics^  showing 
sach  severe  mortality,  include  both  idiopathic  and  traumatic 
aneurisms.  The  case  I  have  reported  is  an  illustrative  one  and 
the  type  of  a  class;  a  circumscribed  traumatic  aneurism  resulting 
from  a  wound  of  the  external  tunic  of  the  artery.  Such  cases 
usually  occupy  several  months  in  development — the  one  described 
above  occupying  thirteen  months ;  and  the  aneurism  is  provided 
with  a  well-defined  and  firm  sac.  The  arterial  tunics  were  weak- 
ened at  a  given  point^but  not  perforated.  The  aneurism  in  these 
eases  approaches  in  character  the  pathological  form,  with  this 
very  important  exception,  viz. :  The  artery  above  and  below  the 
tumor  is  not  involved,  and  is  usually  found  to  be  healthy.  It  is 
this  important  feature  which  renders  this  class  distinct  from  both 
idiopathic  and  diffuse  traumatic  aneurisms,  so  far  as  prognosis 
and  treatment  are  concerned.  Indeed,  treatment  of  this  form  of 
aneurism  by  ligature  of  the  artery  on  the  proximal  side  of  the 
sac  is  attended  with  excellent  results. 

In  eight  cases  of  axillary  aneurism  of  this  character  cited  by 
Mr.  Erichsen,  in  which  the  subclavian  was  tied,  not  a  single  fatal 
result  occurred.  In  all  these  cases  the  aneurism  arose  from  stabs 
or  gunshot  wounds,  and  had  existe(i  for  periods  varying  from  two 
weeks  to  four  years.  I  will  add  that  no  other  author  to  whose 
works  I  have  had  access  makes  a  study  of  this  class  of  axillary 
aneurisms  as  distinct  from  those  originating  otherwise;  and  the 
brilliant  results  mentioned  by  Mr.  Erichsen  in  the  eight  cases  he 
records  gave  me  much  encouragement  in  the  management  of  the 
case  here  reported.  It  is  an  important  discriminative  point  in 
the  surgical  treatment  of  axillary  aneurism,  which  it  is  the  object 
of  this  paper  to  emphasize. 


CLIMATIC  THERAPEUTICS. 


BY 
J.  M.  CK)YLE,  M.  D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


The  medical  profession  has  from  time  immemorial  been  theo- 
rizing and  discussing  climatic  influence  on  diseases  of  the  respi- 
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ratory  organs.  Recognizing  the  interest  of  the  profession  in  the 
subject,  I  shall  give  you  a  few  practical  facts,  subject  to  actual 
demonstration.  History  itself  depends  on  authenticated  state- 
ments equal  in  authority  to  the  demonstration  of  science.  The 
atmosphere  of  the  peninsula  of  the  State  of  Florida  is  humid, 
which  is  satisfactorily  proven  by  observation.  The  common 
phosphorus  match  is  not  generally  used  in  the  State,  and  the 
chlorate  of  potash  match  is  generally  adopted,  and  even  with 
them  the  merchant  has  to  take  the  precausion  to  keep  them  en- 
closed in  tin  boxes  when  on  sale,  to  keep  out  the  moist  atmos- 
phere. 

Musicians  find  it  difficult  to  keep  their  violin  strings  in  proper 
condition,  as  they  swell  up  on  account  of  being  highly  hygro- 
scopic, and  the  effect  of  moisture  upon  them  is  very  positive  and 
rapid. 

Tobacco  has  a  great  affinity  for  moisture.  I  have  seen. plug 
tobacco  exposed  here  in  the  hot  season  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber; which  is  considered  to  be  the  hottest  month  in  the  year,  al- 
most swollen  out  of  shape  with  the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere, 
on  the  shelf  in  the  store,  and  the  outside  covered  with  sea-salt, 
which  goes  to  show  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  muriate  of  am- 
monia in  the  atmosphere  of  Florida.  I  have  taken  these  obser- 
vation within  a  radius  of  sixteen  miles  in  and  around  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.  Also,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  surgical  instruments  from 
rusting. 

The  information  derived  trom  hygrometric  observation  is  so 
varied  and  unsatisfactory,  that  there  is  very  little  to  be  learned 
as  regards  humituty  fiom  it,  as  it  is  well  know  that  no  two  hy- 
grometers register  exactly  the  same.  A  theory  may  be  correct, 
but  its  application  may  be  defective,  and  it  is  surely  more  rational 
and  just  to  temper  our  egotism  by  utilizing  as  guides  the  expe- 
rience of  others  obtained  by  personal  observation.  I  know  men 
who  went  to  Jacksonville  from  two  to  ten  years  ago  sufiering 
with  that  dreadful  disease,  consumption,  whose  lives  were  des- 
paired of,  and  days  thought  to  be  numbered,  who  are  yet  living 
monuments  of  the  restorative  powers  of  climatic  influence.  I  do 
not  presume  to  say  they  are  cured  of  consumption,  but  they  are 
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actively  attending  to  their  business,  and  many  of  them  have  made 
small  fortunes  since  they  have  been  there.  Reading  gives  us 
ability  to  quote  largely  from  the  experience  of  others,  but  we 
require  contact  and  observation,  and  a  demonstrati(m  of  the  facts 
to  know  the  effect  of  climatic  influence  on  diseased  lung  structure. 
I  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Mr.  C.  P.  Wallace, 
of  Nashvilje,  Tenn.,  who  stated  that  when  he  lefl  that  place  on 
March  23,  1883,  he  could  walk  but  a  short  distance  on  account 
of  shortness  of  breath,  and  he  coughed  incessantly.  He  arrived 
in  Jacksonville  on  the  25th,  went  out  in  the  open  air  and  walked 
around  the  city  without  the  least  inconvenience  in  respiration, 
and  very  little  cough.  This  goes  to  prove  that  the  humidity  of 
the  atmosphere  makes  it  heavier,  and  it  enters  the  lungs  freely 
without  much  exertion,  and  almost  by  its  own  pressure,  and  it  is 
not-irritating  to  the  diseased  lung  structure,  and  does  not  excite 
coughing.  When  we  need  help  we  very  willingly  go  in  search 
for  it,  and  it  is  very  imi)ortant  for  us  to  settle  the  question  as  to 
what  is  best  for  our  patient,  whose  very  life  is  last  ebbing  away. 
As  I  have  stated  in  a  previous  article,  the  State  of  Florida  is  the 
only  region  in  the  United  States,  where  we  have  perpetual  summer 
and  a  moist  atmosphere,  impregnated  with  the  resinous  properties 
of  yellow  pines  and  the  muriate  of  ammonia  from  the  salt  water, 
kept  in  motion  by  the  oscillating  breezes  from  one  side  of  the 
peninsula  to  the  other;  and  from  a  reasonable  amount  of  expe- 
rience and  with  all  the  lights  that  arc  before  me,  I  can  truthfully 
state  that  the  climate  of  Florida,  within  the  radius  of  the  penin- 
sula, is  beneficial  to  all  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  and  con-^ 
sumption  in  all  its  stages.  Also,  persons  with  broken-down  ner- 
vous constitutions  (neurasthenia).  The  climate  actrion  them  as  a 
nerve  sedative,  and  they  improve  rapidly;  and  it  is  a  pleasant 
abiding  place  for  persons  advanced  in  years  who  suffer  with  cold 
and  rheumatism  during  the  northern  winter,  also  all  persons 
afflicted  with  inflammatory  rheumatism.  Of  course,  there  are 
some  difficulties  to  be  surmounted  in  that  healthful  paradise,  a 
frequent  cause  of  sickness  to  the  health-seeker,  is  the  careless 
exposure  to  the  cold,  damp  winter  evening  air,  and  on  that  ac- 
count, he  must  practice  some  self-denial  and  remain  within  doors 
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after  sunset  during  the  first  month  or  so,  until  the  blood  is  suf- 
ficiently adapted  to  atmospheric  depression  and  consequent  radia- 
tion with  takes  place  almost  immediately  after  the  descent  of  the 
sun.  I  do  not  think  it  rational  in  sending  a  patient  away  from 
home  to  send  him  to  a  place  where  he  can  see  nothing  but  white 
sandy  tall  pine  trees  and  the  blue  sky  abovCi  as  in  doing  so,  you 
deprive  him  of  all  the  pleasure  of  life,  and  subject  him  to  incon- 
veniences not  easily  borne.  Any  region  in  the  peninsula  of 
Florida,  where  there  are  no  swamp  lands  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  is  beneficial  to  the  cure  of  consumption,  as  the  same 
moist  atmosphere  pervades  the  entire  peninsula,  and  it  is  much 
more  rational  to  send  your  patient  where  he  can  have  social  en- 
joyment, a  good  market  and  comfortable  surroundings,  than  to 
send  him  down  in  the  woods. 


RUPTURE  AND  SLOUGHING  OF  THE  ENTIRE  BLAD- 
DER, WITH  THE  ANTERIOR  WALL  OF 
•  THE  VAGINA. 


BY 
J.   B.  JACKSON,  M.D.,  CBOFTON,  KY. 


Mrs.  G.,  aged  44  years,  strong  and  robust,  was  confined  Jan. 
20th,  1885,  at  8  A.  M.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  her 
.previous  labors  never  lasting  but  a  few  hours.  She  had  been 
attended  each  time  by  a  midwife,  and  engaged  an  old  negro  mid- 
wife to  attend  her  in  this,  her  tenth  confinement.  The  pains 
were  irregular  until  6  p.  M.,  when  she  began  to  have  regular  la- 
bor pains,  and  at  2  A.  M.  Jan.  21st  the  head  passed  the  vulva, 
where  it  remained ;  and  at  8  A.  M.  the  husband  became  anxious, 
(had  it  been  him  he  would  have  become  anxious  sooner),  and  sent 
for  Dr.  Hendrix  and  myself. 

At  the  time  of  our  arrival,  10  a.  m.,  had  not  passed  her  urine 
for  24  hours;  no  pains ;  vulva  very  much  swollen.  Dr.  Hendrix 
passed  the  catheter  and  drew  off  about  one  oz.  of  bloody  urine; 
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the  vagina  very  hot ;  the  right  shoulder  of  the  child  pressing 
against  the  pubio  bones;  the  left  against  perineum;  the  face 
looking  toward  the  mother's  right  thigh ;  face  swollen  with  a 
deep  cyanotic  hue^  and  child  dead.  She  had  not  had  any  pains 
for  four  hours.  Gave  her  brandy,  J  oz.,  and  proceeded  to  deliver 
her,  which  was  very  easily  done  by  rotation,  lateral  movement 
and  traction ;  the  placenta  was  removed  and  a  cloth  wet  in  vine- 
gar introduced  into  the  uterus,  which  produced  contraction  at 
once.  Then  to  prevent  any  farther  heemorrhage  I  gave  ergot  fl. 
eit.  (Squibs)  3  ij. ;  brandy  and  quinine  being  administered  at  in- 
tervals of  one  hour.  The  child  weighed  12|  lbs.  I  left  at  4 
p.  M. ;  she  was  resting  well ;  pulse  80. 

Jan.  22. — Temperature  98J  (Fahr.),  had  rested  very  well 
through  the  night ;  washed  out  the  vagina  with  warm  water  and 
dusted  iodoform  in  it.  The  bowels  had  moved  through  the  night 
involuntary,  the  urine  also  passed  involuntary. 

Jan.  23rd, — No  rise  of  temperature,  (and  I  will  say  here  there 
never  was  any  during  the  time  I  attended  her).  Lochia!  dis- 
charge very  offensive ;  the  urine  had  passed  involuntarily  since 
my  last  visit.  I  made  vaginal  examination  and  found  the  mucus 
membrane  of  the  anterior  wall  was  sloughing.  I  passed  the 
catheter  and  found  a  fistulous  opening  through  the  urethra  into 
the  vagina.  The  vagina  was  washed  twice  a  day  and  dusted  with 
iodoform,  but  the  sloughing  continued*  until  tbe  bladder  came 
down  in  the  vagina  and  the  fundus  of  it  presented  at  the  vulva. 
There  were  several  small  holes  in  the*  fundus  resembling  moth 
holes  in  a  piece  of  cloth  ;  it  could  be  replaced  by  introducing  the 
catheter,  but  could  not  be  kept  in  place  with  tampons.  There 
was  a  large  opening  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  bladder.  Her 
condition  continued  this  way  until  Feb.  19th;  the  bladder  being 
nothing  but  a  decaying  mass,  ami  while  removing  some  tampons 
on  above  day,  the  bladder  and  the  anterior  wall  of  the  vagina 
sloughed  off  at  the  urethra.  Continued  to  wash  the  vagina  twice 
a.  day,  and  apply  after  each  wash  the  following  ointment : 

B^.     Vaseline • 3iv. 

Iodoform 5iv. 

Mix, 
to  relieve  the  burning  caused  by  the  urine  passing  through  the 
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vagina.  After  this  date  I  did  not  visit  her  often,  but  gave  her 
iron  and  quinine  as  a  tonic,  and  advised  her  to  remain  in  bed ; 
but  she  improved  so  much  she  would  sit  up.  My  last  examina- 
tion was  made  April  14.  The  intestines  were  down  in  the  pelvis, 
bound  by  bands  of  adhesion,  and  a  knuckle  presenting  at  the 
vulva ;  she  is  now  able  to  walk  from  room  to  room,  and  some 
days  out  in  the  yard ;  she  is  costive  most  of  the  time. 

The  walls  of  the  bladder  weie  very  much  thickened,  the  last 
three  months  of  her  pregnancy  she  suffered  from  oedema  of  the 
feet  and  legs.  She  said  there  was  frequently  pus  in  her  urine, 
but  she  thought  nothing  about  it  and  never  sought  any  treatment 
in  this  condition.  She  was  allowed  to  go  in  labor  with  a  disten- 
ded bladder,  not  having  passed  Ler  urine  for  six  hours;  this  no 
doubt  caused  the  rupture ;  and  continued  pressure  of  the  head, 
and  later  of  the  right  shoulder  agaiust  the  anterior  wall  and 
pubic  bones,  with  a  stout  negro  woman  trying  to  deliver  her  by 
traction  upon  the  head  for  eight  hours,  bruised  the  anterior  wall 
which  produced  the  sloughing.  I  have  the  bladder  in  my  office 
with  the  wall  of  the  vagina  yet  attached.  She  has  never  had 
any  symptoms  of  peritonitis,  and  complains  of  nothing  now,  ex- 
cept a  heavy  weight  in  the  pelvis,  and  incontinence  of  urine. 
The  ureters  carry  it  into  the  vagina,  and  the  disagreeableness  of 
this  makes  her  anxious  to  have  something  done.  I  read  a  report 
of  the  case  before  the  Christian  County  Medical  S«x;iety,  and  none 
of  its  members  had  ever  heard  of  a  similar  case,  and  only  one 
gave  me  any  advice,  and  his  was  to  let  nature  have  the  case.  If 
any  of  your  exchanges  or  many  readers  can,  through  the  columns 
of  your  Journal,  give  me  any  information  on  the  future  treatment, 
by  which  I  can  prevent  the  continual  dripping  of  urine  from  the 
vagina,  I  will  be  well  paid  for  the  report  of  the  case,  and  my 
patient  can  live  the  remainder  of  her  days^  with  more  comfort  to 

herself  and  family. 

—  —  —  . — «•«•-»>» ■ — 

Glycosuria. — Dr.  H.  Duncan,  of  Hamler,  Ohio,  reports  the 
case  of  a  retired  practitioner  sutfering  from  glycosuria,  who  finds 
the  greatest  benefit  in  the  use  of  buckwheat  flour.  The  sugar 
almost  entire  disappears  from  the  urine,  and  other  symptoms  are 
removed  when  he  uses  this  kind  of  flour. — Canada  Practitioner, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


359 


THE  DOCTOR'S  MISTAKE. 


By  "R.  F.  H." 


{Respectfully  Dedicated  to  Dr.  '*F") 

Yon  Sunday  morning,  so  soon  as  I  get  out  of  bed, 
My  vife,  mit  some  trepidation,  say  to  me :  "  Ned, 
Better  get  your  breakfast  and  after  der  doctor  quick  go ; 
For  I  must  make  you  von  leedle  present  to-day,  you  know. 

Und  vile  der  cook  der  breakfast  vas  making, 
Der  tree  leetle  boys  mit  noise  vas  waking, 
Und  I  vas  feed  my  borse,  und  der  barness  put  on, 
So  after  der  breakfast  I  might  be  quick  gone. 

Ye],'!  vent  after  der  doctor,  und  invite  bim  to  tbe  frolic, 

Und  he  come,  und  talk  to  my  vife,  und  say  **  too  $oon"  you  got  colic. 

Und  den  be  say  mit  dot  vise  look  he  always  put  on,    ' 

**  Next  veek,  I  come  back  und  bring  you  a  leeddle  son." 

Und  vile  der  doctor  to  bis  home  vas  go. 

My  vife*s  motder  come  over  you  know, 

Und  she  know  more  about  doctor's  and  vemen  troubles, 

Deu  most  men  und  vemens  know,  added  by  doubles. 

Und  she  say  **  *i  ed  after  dot  doctor  you  go  right  avay, 

Und  tell  him  to  come  back  here  und  stay, 

For  der  troubles  vill  sure  come  about, 

Und  he  must  be  here,  und  his  business  to  look  out." 

Und  ven  der  doctor  vas  come  back  der  vas  work  to  do, 

For  him,  der  nurse,  und  me  too. 

"  Its  a  leetle  gal "  der  doctor  say 

"  For  dot,  you  all  der  time  vas  pray." 
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Sehiiiian^. 


The  Influence  op  High  Altitudes  Upon  Pulmonary 
Consumption. — Dr.  Austin  FJint,  so  says  Dr.  J.  M.  Snow,  in 
the  N.  Y.  Med.  Jour.^  June  13,  1885^  states  that  he  has  seen  but 
seventy-five  cases  of  phthisis  in  which  an  arrest  of  the  disease 
took  place,  and  in  most  of  these  the  improvement  was  for  a  short 
time.  When  we  realize  that  one-seventh  of  all  deaths  are  yearly 
attributed  to  this  cause  in  the  United  States,  and  in  Maine  fifty 
per  cent,  of  all  deaths  between  twenty  and  forty  years  are  from 
consumption,  it  behooves  us,  knowing  this  failure  of  the  materia 
medica  to  cope  with  the  disease,  to  give  our  attention  to  the 
modifying  influence  of  climate  upon  chronic  pulmonary  disorders. 

That  climate  is  a  potent  agent  in  the  prevention  of  phthisis  is 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  a  region  of  comparative  immunity 
from  this  disease  is  found  in  high  altitudes.  Consumption  is 
very  rare  among  the  native  population  of  New  Mexico;  and  it 
is  stated  by  Dr.  ArchibaM  Smith  to  be  an  exotic  in  the  Peruvian 
Andes  at  an  elevation  of  6,500  feet.  Kuchenmeister  and  Lom- 
bard have  estimated  the  altitude  of  approximate  immunity  in 
Switzerland  at  4,000  feet,  and  at  the  equator  at  9,000  feet.  We 
may  see  the  influence  of  altitude  in  our  own  country ;  that  while 
the  mortality  in  New  York  City  is  20  per  cent.,  at  an  elevation 
of  2,000  feet  it  is  only  10  per  cent. 

Dr.  Denison,  of  Denver,  has  placed  the  altitude  of  compara- 
tive immunity  at  6,000  feet;  the  vital  statistics  of  Denver  in  four 
y(>ars  and  a  half  show  but  fourteen  deaths  from  phthisis  origina- 
ting in  the  State. 

Damp,  ill-drained  land,  cold,  humid  air,  sudden  changes  of 
temperature,  lack  of  sunlight,  anti-hygienic  surroundings,  all 
contribute  to  depress  the  general  health,  and  to  occasion  the  fear- 
ful prevalence  of  phthisis  in  low-lying  districts  and  in  large 
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cities.  When  in  search  of  a  climate  for  the  prevention  or  cure  of 
consumption^  dryness  of  air  and  soil,  and  the  invigorating  influ- 
ences of  sunlight,  must  b^  among.the  deciding  factors. 

When  we  learn  that  the  difference  between  the  annual  precip- 
itation of  rain  and  melted  snow  at  Denver,  6,300  feet  above  the 
sea,  is  14.77  inches  as  compared  with  New  York,  where  it  is 
42.70  inches,  we  can  appreciate  one  of  the  causes  of  large  cities 
presenting  such  large  phthisical  mortalities.  Constant  humidity 
of  earth  and  air  predisposes  most  strongly  to  the  development  of 
phthisis;  dryness  of  soil  and  atmosphere  gives  to  the  inhabitants 
of  high  plateaux  comparative  exemption  from  disorders  of  the 
respiratory  tract.  Laenuec  mentions  a  locality  where  the  damp- 
ness of  the  soil  was  of  such  a  character  that  two-thirds  of  the 
resident  population  died  of  phthisis. 

The  effect  of  light  is  to  stimulate  respiration,  and  to  the  con- 
sumptive, whose  hope  of  life  depends  upon  the  amount  of  sun- 
light and  out-door  exercise  he  can  obtain,  the  value  of  a  climate 
like,  say,  Colorado,  may  be  appreciated  when  we  contract,  its 
320  sunny  days  annually  with  Boston,  where  one-third  of  the 
year  is  cloudy. 

The  atmosphere  becomes  cooler  in  proportion  to  the  elevation 
above  the  sea,  1°  lower  for  every  200  feet;  physiologically  heat 
is  opposed  to  stimulation  of  the  nervous  centers,  its  influence 
upon  respiration  is  also  depressing. 

Dr.  Parkes  shows  that  the  number  of  respirations  in  the  tropics 
is  about  13  to  the  minute,  in  England  it  is  16^^.  The  value  of  a 
cool  climate  in  arresting  incipient  phthisis  is  well  known. — Uie 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Treatment  op  Cholera.— In  the  College  and  Clinical  Be- 
card,  June  1,  1886,  Professor  Da  Costa  is  reported  as  expressing 
the  following  views  on  this  subject  in  a  lecture  delivered  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College: 

Prophylaxis. — Since  filth  of  all  kinds  leads  to  a  rapid  produc- 
tion of  the  germs,  the  locality  should  be  rid  of  the  same.    The 
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dejecta  and  cesspools  should  be  disinfected.  Inspect  the  source 
of  water  supply,  since  the  germs  can  obtain  easy  access  to  wells. 
Drink  only  filtered  water.  Speedy  burial  of  the  dead  should  be 
urged.  No  change  in  diet  is  necessary.  Live  as  usual.  Better 
avoid  stimulus  in  the  prophylactic  treatment.  Among  the  dis- 
infectants to  be  used  are  corrosive  sublimate,  zinc  chloride,  cu- 
pric  sulphate,  iron  sulphate  and  permanganate  of  potassium. 

Infernal  I'reaimcnt. — Must  check  the  early  diarrhoea  if  you  de- 
sire to  be  successful,  for,  in  most  cases,  if  you  stop  this  you  put 
an  end  to  the  disease.  For  this  purpose  the  most  valuable  are 
sulphuric  acid  in  combination  with  tr.  opii  deod.,  with  aq.  mentb. 
pip.  In  India  the  acetate  of  lead,  grs.  iv,  with  pulv.  opii,  gr.  j, 
at  once  with  the  diarrhoeal  outbreak,  and  continue  every  three 
hours  until  it  cheeks  the  discbarges.  If  the  above  cannot  check 
the  diarrhoea,  use  capsicum,  gr.  j,  with  opium  and  camphor. 

Second  Stage. — Here  we  have  cramps,  vomiting  and  purging. 
Now,  stop  the  use  of  fluids;  allow  but  little  ice  in  the  mouth. 
This  is  a  point  of  great  importance.  As  little  food  as  possible. 
Stimulus  in  small  amounts,  but  frequently  rei)eated.  Mustard 
to  the  epigastrium.     Administer  ever  hour  or  two: 

E|»     Tinct.  capsici .- gtt.  ij 

Tinct.  opii  deod gtt.  x 

Aquse  camphor® f  3ij  M. 

If  stomach  does  not  retain  the  opium,  give  it  hypodermically ; 
but,  if  possible,  give  it  by  mouth,  since  it  appears  to  have  a  local 
effect.  To  relieve  the  cramps,  use  chloral  subcutaneously,  in 
large  amounts.  When  reaction  has  set  in,  allow  fluids  to  wash 
out  the  kidneys.  If  he  has  not  reacted,  and  is  not  doing  well  under 
opiates,  try  calomel,  especially  in  cases  in  which  the  secretions 
have  been  arrested  by  opium.  Give  at  first  gr.  v.  to  gr.  x, 
then  order  gr.  i  every  hour  or  so.  When  the  pulse  is. sluggish, 
the  temperature  below  normal,  use  friction  and  a  hot  bath.  In 
this  the  stage  of  collapse,  stimulus  will  not  be  absorbed  or  it 
would  be  of  utility,  though  brandy  or  whisky  might  be  tried 
hy  podermatical  ly . 

Caffeine,  gr.  is«.-gr.  ij,  hypod.,  stimulates  the  heart's  action. 
If  still  the  patient  fails  and  the  veins  are  swollen,  etc.,  resort  to 
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blood-letting,  but  possibly  th'e  injection  of  fluids  into  the  veins 
is  better;  often  the  results  are  marvelous.  The  thickened  blood 
is  made  to  circulate.     Use  for  this  purpose  the  following : 

R.     Sodii  chlor 3i 

Sodii  carb 3iij 

Aqu88 Ovj     M. 

Get  it  up  to  108^  F.  and  a  specific  gravity  of  1.005. 
Sig.     Throw  in  a  few  ounces  at  a  time,  until  40  ounces  have 
been  injected.     When  the  patient  agaiq  flags,  throw  in  a  like 
amount. 

The  inhalation  of  oxygen  has  done  no  good. 


Self-mtjtilation  by  Amputation  of  the  Gbnitals.-^  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Brooklyn  Pathological  Society,  held  Febru- 
ary 12,  1885,  Dr.  H.  D.  Bliss  gave  the  history  of  a  case  he  had 
seen  during  the  summer  in  the  practice  of  his  friend,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Taylor,  of  Mount  Holly,  N.  J.  A  farmer  became  affected  men- 
tally after  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  grieved  much  at  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  and,  as  the  neighbors  afterward  said,  acted  somewhat 
queer  at  times,  but  continued  his  work  as  usual.  One  morning 
be  was  found  with  his  scrotum  and  penis  amputated.  The 
reason,  as  he  explained  the  next  day,  was  that  he  had  felt  im- 
pelled to  do  it,  for,  as  he  had  been  the  cause  of  his  wife's  death, 
he  thought  this  would  be  a  relief;  so,  taking  a  razor,  he  had 
taken  the  entire  external  geuitals  in  the  left  hand,  pulled  them 
well  out  and  up,  and,  with  one  cut  of  the  razor,  severed  the  en- 
tire organs.  They  were  afterward  found  well  connected  together. 
He  was  not  discovered  for  some  time,  and  it  was  several  hours 
before  the  medical  attendant  arrived.  The  haemorrhage,  which 
had  not  been  very  considerable,  had  nearly  stopped,  except  a 
slight  swelling  up  around  the  urethra,  probably  from  the  dorsal 
arteries  of  the  penis.  This  was  slight,  but  continued  trouble- 
some for  several  days  on. account  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  the 
vessels  which  lay  in  close  contact  with  the  urethra.  It  could  be 
stopped  with  serrefinea,  but  it  would  begin  again  every  time  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


364       .  SELECTIONS. 

catheter  was  passed.  It  was  finally  stoppecl  by  applying  oom- 
ponnd  tincture  of  benzoin.  The  cut  with  the  razor  bad  exposed 
the  pyramidalis  muscle  and  removed  the  skin  over  the  pubes^ 
making  a  wound  that  could  scarcely  be  covered  by  the  palm  of 
the  hand.  It  was  at  first  intended  to  dress  it  with  carbolized 
water,  but  the  nurse  allowed  it  to  dry  so  often  that  a  cloth  dipped 
in  carbolized  oil  was  kept  over  the  parts,  and  the  man  made  a 
good  recovery.  The  penis  being  put  on  the  stretch  at  the  time 
of  the  cut,  the  urethra  retracted  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
below  the  surrounding  tissue,  and  there  was  trouble  in  keeping 
it  from  closing.  Catheters  of  various  kinds  were  tried — silver, 
rubber,  flexible,  non-irritiint,  etc.,  but  all  proved  so  irritating 
they  had  to  be  discontinued  and  some  other  means  resorted  to. 
On  December  27th  Dr.  Taylor  made  a  cut  an  inch  and  a  half 
down  the  perineum,  dissected  up  the  skin,  and  trimmed  the  ti^isue 
so  that  the  integument  could  be  stitched  to  the  urethra.  This 
was  done,  and  all  closed  with  silver  wire;  and  in  one  week,  as  the 
doctor  said,  ''he  had  a  good  working  urethra.'' 

Among  the  points  of  interest  in  the  case  were  the  recovery 
from  the  delirium,  the  speedy  i*ecovery  of  the  patient,  and  the 
small  amount  of  hsemorrhage  from  so  vascular  a  structure. 

The  President  related  a  similar  case  that  had  occurred  in  the 
Eastern  District  some  years  ago,  in  which  the  victim's  paramour 
cut  ofi^  his  genitals  with  a  razor,  causing  fatal  hsdmorrhage. — 
N.  Y.  Med.  Journal. 


Nitrite  of  Amyl  as  an  Antidote  op  Opium. — The  case  is 
recorded  of  a  person  who  took  two  ounces  of  laudanum  and 
showed  every  symptom  of  opium-poisoning — coma,  small  pulse, 
feeble  and  infrequent  respiration  (six  to  the  minute),  coldness 
and  cyanosis.  Belladonna  proved  useless,  while  inhalation  of 
nitrite  of  amyl  immediately  improved,  and  ultimately  restored 
the  patient.  This  case,  reported  by  the  L^  Union  JUSdieale,  No. 
139.  1884,  though  probably  without  precedent  in  medical  litera- 
ture, is  sufficiently  important  to  lead  others  to  try  the  same  treat- 
ment in  opium-poisoning. — Thera.  OazeUe. 
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Prevention  op  Diseases. — Dr.  Eugene  Foster,  President 
of  the  Georgia  Medical  Association,  delivered  an  able  address,  on 
this  subject,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Savannah,  April  15,  1885, 
from  which  the  following  paragraphs  have  been  selected. 

There  are  mainly  four  essentials  to  the  attainment  of  the  inhe- 
rent, potential  longevity  of  man  as  a  race.     They  are : 

1.  Purity  of  atmosphere  and  water. 

2.  Wholesome  food,  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

3.  The  inheritance  of  a  healthful  constitution. 

4.  Freedom  from  contagious  and  iniectious  diseases. 

Man  in  his  individual  efforts  has  little  or  no  control  over  either 
of  these  essentials  of  life.  The  only  power  which  secures  the  in- 
dividual the  enjoyment  of  either  of  these  blessings  is  the  State. 
In  all  societies  the  State  is  the  delegated  guardian  of  man's  life, 
as  well  as  his  liberty  and  property. 

First,  can  an  individual  protect  himself  against  pollutions  of 
the  air  he  breathes  or  the  water  he  drinks  f  Take  any  city  you 
please  and  examine  the  sources  of  pollutions  of  air  and  water, 
and  you  will  find  a  want  of  drainage  and  a  failure  upon  the  part 
of  the  a^unicipality  to  thoroughly  and  rapidly  remove  all  refuse 
matters — both  liquids  and  solids — from  the  inhabited  area. 
There  is  one  fact  which  lias  been  demonstrated  in  the  history  of 
every  nation  on  the  globe,  and  to  which  the  science  of  medicine 
in  all  ages  and  countries  testifies:  that  fact  is  that  no  population 
living  in  the  midst  of  filth,  or  within  reach  of  its  contaminating 
influences,  has  ever  been  healthy,  or  even  free  from  recurrences  of 
pestilential  diseases,  and  that  such  peoples  have  succumbed  to 
the  various  diseases  known  to  be  caused  by  these  influences; 
whereas,  under  opposite  conditions,  other  communities  have  re- 
mained comparative  or  absolutely  free  from  them — the  immu- 
nity being  in  direct  ratio  with  the  absence  of  the  former  sur- 
roundings. This  is  a  self-evident  and  undeniable  truth  which 
it  seems  absurd  to  think  it  necessary  to  state.  But  what,  from 
a  sanitary  standpoint,  b  to  be  considered  filth?  Any  putrefiable 
substance — animal  or  vegetable — which  is  allowed  to  remain 
within  or  near  an  inhabited  area,  is  filth,  and  in  direct  ratio  with 
amount  of  these  putrescent  substances  will  be  the  unhealthful- 
2SP. 
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ness  of  the  population.  If  this  be  so  (and  who  denies  it?)  why 
should  we  be  araazed  at  the  extent  of  preventable  sickness  and 
death  in  America?  The  medical  oflBcer  of  the  Privy  Council  of 
England,  in  showing  the  insanity  condition  of  his  own  country, 
said: 

"  There  are  houses,  there  are  groups  of  houses,  there  are  whole 
villages,  there  are  considerable  sections  of  towns,  there  are  even 
entire,  and  not  small  towns,  where  slovenliness  prevails  in  every- 
thing which  relates  to  the  removal  of  refuse  matter.  Slovenli- 
ness, which  in  very  many  cases  amounts  to  utter  bestiality  of 
neglect,  is  the  local  habit;  where,  within  or  just  outside  each 
house,  or  iq  spaces  common  to  many  houses,  lies  for  an  indefi- 
nite time,  undergoing  foetid  decomposition,  more  or  less  of  the 
putrefiable  refuse  which  house  life,  and  some  sorts  of  trade  life, 
produce;  excrement  of  man  and  brute,  and  garbage  of  all  sorts 
and  ponded  slop  waters  sometimes  lyini;  bare  on  the  common 
surface;  sometimes  unintentionally  stored  out  of  sight  and  rec- 
ollection in  drains  or  sewers,  which  cannot  carry  them  away; 
sometimes  held  in  receptacles  specially  provided  to  favor  accu- 
mulation, as  privy  pits  and  other  cesspools  for  excrement  and 
slop-water,  and  so-called  dust-bins  receiving  kitchen  refuse  and 
other  filth.  And  with  this  state  of  things,  be  it  on  large  or  small 
scale,  two  chief  sorts  of  danger  to  life  arise :  one,  that  volatile 
effluvia  from  the  refuse  that  pollute  the  surrounding  air,  and 
everything  which  it  contains;  the  other,  that  the  liquid  parts  of 
the  refuse  pass  by  soakage  or  leakage  into  the  surrounding  soil 
to  mingle  there,  of  course,  in  whatever  water  the  soil  yields,  and 
in  cases  thus  to  occasion  the  deadlest  pollution  of  wells  and 
springs. 

"A  second  point,  which  equally  with  the  above,  needs  to  be 
recognized  by  all  who  are  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  filth 
diseases  is :  that  filth  does  not  only  infect  where  it  stands,  but 
can  transmit  its  infective  power  afar  by  certain  appropriate  chan- 
nels of  conveyance;  that  for  instance,  houses  which  have  under- 
ground drainage  communication  with  cesspools  or  sewers  may 
receive  through  such  communication  the  same  filth-infections  as 
if  excrement  stood  rotting  within  their  walls;  and  that  public  or 
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private  water  reservoirs,  or  water  conduits,  thus  giving  acciden- 
tal admission  to  filth,  will  carry  the  infection  of  the  filth  whither- 
soever their  outflow  reaches.  Thus  it  has  again  and  again  hap- 
pened that  an  individual  house,  with  every  apparent  cleanliness 
and  luxury,  has  received  the  contagion  of  enteric  (typhoid)  fever 
through  some  one  unguarded  drain  inlet;  or  that  members  of 
such  houses  have  simultaneously  received  the  infection,  as  an 
epidemic,  in  places  where  the  drain  inlets  in  general  have  been 
subjected  to  undue  air  pressure  from  within  the  sewer.  And 
thus  equally  on  the  other  hand  it  has  again  and  again  happened 
that  households,  while  themselves  without  sanitary  reproach, 
have  received  the  contagion  of  enteric  (typhoid)  fever  through 
some  nastiness  affecting  (perhaps  at  a  considerable  distancie)  the 
common  water  supply  of  the  district  in  which  they  are/' 

There  is  no  proposition  better  demonstrated  by  common  ob- 
servation and  by  scientific  medicine  than  the  fact  that  man  can 
not  live  upon  an  undrained  soil  and  remain  free  from  the  deadly 
prevalence  of  malarial  fever,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  bronchitis, 
croup,  diarrhoea)  diseases,  typhoid  fever,  consumption,  etc.  Show 
me  in  this  section  of  country  a  thoroughly  drained  city.  You 
cannot  do  it.  It  does  not  exiat.  But  some  one  will  ask,  what 
has  undrained  soil  to  do  with  consumption  ?  To  answer  this 
question  ft  will  be  well  to  assume  the  Yankee  method — ask  a 
question  in  reply.  Why  does  New  Orleans,  with  all  the  other 
climatic  advantages,  etc.,  show  a  higher  death-rate  from  con- 
sumption than  any  other  city  in  Ameiica?  If  you  will  go  down 
to  New  Orleans  and  put  a  spade  into  the  soil,  you  will  find  the 
ground  water- logged.  Soil  water  in  many  sections  of  the  city 
can  be  found  within  about  eighteen  inches  of  the  street  surface. 
The  influence  of  soil  moisture  in  the  production  of  consumption 
is  no  theory — it  is  a  demonstrated  fact.  It  has  been  demonstra- 
ted by  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Dr.  Buchanan,  of 
England,  that  soil  moisture  and  soil  pollution  are  directly  causa- 
tive of  this  disease,  as  many  other  fermentative  zymotic  diseases. 

From  tables  ot  mortality  quoted  by  Baldwin  Latham's  Sani- 
tary Engineering,  showing  the  result  of  sewerage  and  drainage 
in  portions  of  England,  it  is  seen  that  the  mortality  from  con- 
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sumption  was  reduced  from  11  to  49  per  cent,  and  that  from 
typhoid  fever  10  to  75  per  cent. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  give  further  illustrations  of  the  beneficial 
eflTects  of  partial  or  thorough  sewerage  and  drainage  upon  the 
health  of  inhabitants  of  various  communities.  These  benefits 
have  been  demonstrated  in  hundreds  of  instances.  The  records 
of  preventive  medicine  literally  swarm  with  them. 

If  you  admit  the  baneful  effects  of  an  undrained  soil  upon  the 
healthfulness  of  a  city,  what  must  be  the  unhealthful  influences 
upon  rural  populations  by  residence  near  overflowed,  undrained 
and  swamp  lands?  Take  the  overflowed  lands  in  the  States 
along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  60,000  square  miles. 

Enormous  as  is  this  aggregate  of  overflowed  lands,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  estimate  only  shows  the  extent  of  this  class 
of  lands  directly  communicating  with  the  tide.  It  does  not  in- 
elude  enormous  bodies  of  swamp  lands  in  the  interior  of  many  of 
these  States.  To  bring  the  question  home  take  the  State  ot 
Georgia.  What  extent  of  territory  is  covered  by  these  overflowed 
lands?  Ten  years  ago  Mr.  P.  W.  Alexander,  Secretary  of  the 
Executive  Department, stated  that  "the  swamp  water-soaked  and 
overflowed  lands  of  Georgia  equal  in  extent  probably  the  area  of 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  (Holland).'^  If  this  estimate 
be  correct,  the  total  area  of  undrained  lands  in  our  Stat€  reaches 
the  enormous  amount  of  12,731  square  miles.  The  total  area  of 
Georgia  is  58,000  square  miles. 

Do  you  wonder  that  malarial  fevers  run  riot  over  the  people 
of  the  State,  making  them  sallow,  weakly,  unhealthful,  paralized 
in  energy,  and  killing  them  by  scores  with  this  preventable  dis- 
ease, which  is  far  more  deadly  in  its  effects  upon  our  people  than 
yellow  fever  and  cholera  combined  ?  Here  is  not  rnly  a  waste 
of  productive  energy,  health  and  life,  but  the  reclamation  of  these 
lands  would  add  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
of  richest  lands  to  your  cultivatable  area,  which,  under  intelli- 
gent tillage,  would  afford  sustenance  for  a  population  three  times 
as  large  as  that  of  the  State  of  Georgia  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  a  lamentable  want  of  information  upon  the  part  of 
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the  people  as  to  the  various  kinds  of  food  for  man,  their  dietetic 
value,  the  relations  which  food  bears  to  health  and  labor,  and 
upon  the  physiology  of  digestion.  It  should  be  one  of  the  most 
solemn  duties  of  government  to  impart  such  information  to  the 
populace.  The  muscular  strength  of  the  people  is  primarily  the 
source  of  the  prosperity  of  a  nation,  and  this  can  only  be  secured 
by  the  proper  use  and  distribution  of  food.  If  a  few  individuals 
suffer  for  food  the  detriment  to  the  State  is  little;  if  from  any 
cause  scarcity  of  food  prevails  in  a  nation,  the  productive  energy 
is  impaired,  and  dire  pestilential  diseases,  such  as  scurvy  and 
relapsing  fever,  will  decimate  the  inhabitants. 
.  The  most  important  question  in  relation  to  food  supply  in  re- 
lation to  premature  death  is  the  proper  nourishment  of  infants. 
The  mother's  breast  is  the  generous,  sympathetic  fount  from 
which  should  flow  the  nourishment  for  her  babe.  It  has  become 
fashionable  in  some  circles  of  society  for  the  mother  to  shrink 
from  and  shirk  the  high  and  solemn  duty  of  nursing  her  own 
infant;  a  diseased  or  filthy  negro,  or  a  half-starved  cow  fed  on 
swill,  is.inducted  into  the  office  of  feeding  the  child,  and  when  it 
is  well-nigh  starved  to  death  it  is  fed  on  farina,  infants'  food,  etc. 
This  species  of  moral  depravity  and  inhumanity  is  lower  than 
the  instinct  of  the  brute,  which  always  tenderly  nurses  and  de- 
fends her  little  one.  It  was  regarded  as  disgraceful  in  the  high- 
est degree  for  the  Roman  mother  to  neglect  to  suckle  her  own 
child,  and  put  it  to  the  breast  of  a  nurse.  May  the  day  speedily 
come  when  the  American  mother  shall  appreciate  this  high  and 
sacred  trust. 

To  secure  healthy  progeny  the  parents  must  be  healthful.  This 
is  a  proposition  so  plain  that  even  a  fool  is  compelled  to  assent 
to  it,  and  yet  does  man  pay  any  attention  to  this  inexorable  law 
of  nature?  Do  you  not  frequently  observe  individuals  who  are 
diseaseil  well-nigh  unto  death  with  consumption,  scrofula,  syph- 
ilis, epilepsy,  etc.,  leading  pure  and  lovely  women  to  the  mar- 
riage altar? 

What  can  society  expect  from  marriage  of  diseased  persons  ? 
The  children  of  a  large  proportion  of  these  unions  drop  dead 
from  their  mother's  womb,  or  perish  soon  after  birth,  or,  if  they 
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survive,  they  are  in  a  state  primitive  decadence,  and  a  burden  to 
relative,  friends  or  the  community.  No  man  who  is  unhealthy 
has  the  moral  right  to  assume  the  royal  station  of  father.  No 
woman  with  scrofula,  consumption,  etc.,  has  the  righl  to  aspire 
to  the  high  and  sanctified  oflBce  of  motherhood.  If  the  law  of 
the  land  is  not  and  can  not  be  made  powerful  for  prevention  of 
marriage  of  such  diseased  individuals,  is  it  asking  too  much  of 
a  wholesome  and  enlightened  public  sentiment  to  frown  upon 
such  wrongs  to  society?  But  we  are  assured  that  all  efforts  to 
protect  children  from  inherited  diseases  will  produce  greater  evil 
than  good  ;  that  an  individual  marrying,  with  a  strong  taint  of 
insanity,  liable  to  biing  into  the  world  a  whole  family  of  luna- 
tics, should  be  untrammeled  to  do  so  {<Sr  the  reason  that  such 
marriages  often  produce  whole  families  of  geniuses.  If  this  is  the 
process  necessary  to  the  manufacture  of  genius,  may  God  Al- 
mighty save  America  from  the  production  of  a  genius. 

What  value  do  we  place  upon  human  life  when  every  year 
five  diseases — smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and 
whooping-cough — kill  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  of  America? 
Every  one  of  these  diseases  is  wholly  preventable,  and  yet  the 
people  have  never  arisen  in  their  might  and  majesty  and  declared 
that  the  things  of  death  shall  no  more  occur.  The  most  appall- 
ing feature  of  this  problem  is  the  fact  that  fully  thirty-five  thous- 
and of  these  deaths  are  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

If  the  American  mind  can  only  be  reached  through  lessons 
impressed  b\  cholera  and  yellow  fever,  we  may  profitably  take 
these  two  from  which  to  draw  illustrations  of  the  whole  class 
now  under  consideration. 

Why  should  cholera  be  found  in  America?  This  is  not  its 
home.  It  cannot  be  kept  alive  here  except  by  annual  importa- 
tion from  foreign  lands.  It  is  an  exotic  disease,  endemic  chiefly 
in  the  valley  of  the  Ganges.  It  is  brought  into  this  land  by  the 
great  white  sails  of  commerce.  Whenever  it  prevails  in  Europe 
it  is  almost  certain  to  come  as  an  unwelcome  visitor  among  us. 
Entering  our  great  seaport  towns,  it  is  rapidly  carried  thence  by 
steamboats  and  railroad  cars  into  the  numerous  towns  and  cities 
located  on  these  channels  ot  trade.     The  natural  history  govern- 
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ing  the  rise  and  diffusion  of  cholera  is  well  known,  and  by  defi- 
nite measures  known  to  the  sanitarian  it  can  be  kept  out  of  our 
country,  and  even  stamped  out  if  by  chance  it  finds  a  lodgment 
here.  Yet,  notwithstanding  our  power  to  stamp  out  this  fright- 
ful disease,  this  mighty  nation,  indifierent  to  either  the  voice  of 
humanity  or  commercial  prosperity,  did  nothing  to  protect  our 
people,  and  in  1873  it  invaded  thirteen  States  and  fastened  its 
remorseless  fangs  into  the  heart  of  more  than  two  hundred  towns 
and  cities. 

Are  we  powerless  against  yellow  fever?  By  no  means.  Man 
has  absolute  power  to  prevent  it.  Its  existence  in  this  country 
is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace  to  the  civilization  ol  the  age.  Liook  at 
Boston.  Prior  to  1806  epidemics  of  yellow  fever  prevailed  there, 
but  the  disease  has  been  banished  from  that  city  by  the  rigid 
administration  of  sanitary  laws,  and  no  epidemic  of  this  disease 
has  visited  Boston  since  1805.  The  same  is  true  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island.  Philadelphia  had  seventeen  epidemics  of  yellow 
fever  prior  to  1854.  But  the  sanitary  government  has  kept  the 
city  free  from  1854  to  this  date. 

Look  at  New  York.  Prior  to  1822  epidemics  of  yellow  fever 
ran  through  the  city,  and  in  some  years  murdered  her  citizens  by 
thousands.  Notwithstanding  the  wonderful  growth  and  density 
of  the  population  of  New  York,  the  sanitary  bureau  has  banished 
the  disease  from  the  city.  No  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  metropolis  since  1822.  This  absence  is  not  due  to 
want  of  facilities  for  importation  of  the  disease,  for  the  excellent 
and  accomplished  Health  Officer  of  the  port  says  that  not  a  year 
passes  but  what  cases  of  yellow  fever  are  taken  from  the  shipping 
to  the  quarantine  station.  What  these  cities  have  done,  every 
other  city  in  America  can  do.  Yellow  fever  in  America  is  an 
administrative  scandal. — Cin.  Med.  Journal. 


Tkeatment  op  Venereal  Diseases  in  New  York. — A 
correspondent  of  the  Canada  Med.  Becord,  writing  from  New 
York,  says : 

We  will  now  pass  into  the  venereal  ward,  not,  however,  so 
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much  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  signsi  symptoms  and  pa- 
thology of  venereal  diseases  (for  there  has  been  little  change  in 
the  teaching  on  those  points),  as  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
latest  and  most  approved  methods  of  treatment.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn,  more  importance  is  attached  to  irrigation  of  the  urethra 
than  to  any  other  remedy  for  gonorrhoea.  A  bottle,  containing 
a  gallon  of  warm  water,  is  placed  near  and  slightly  above  the 
patient.  A  catheter  (about  No.  6  in  size)  is  introduced  to  the 
membranous  portion  of  the  urethra.  To  this  instrument  a  tube 
passing  fiom  the  faucet  of  the  bottle  is  attached,  and  the  water 
is  allowed  to  run  ad  libitum.  I  think  that  the  longer  this  is  kept 
up  and  the  oftener  it  is  performed,  the  more  sure  and  speedy  will 
be  the  cure.  Chancroids  are,  as  of  yore,  cauterized  and  dressed 
with  iodoform.  The  chancre  of  syphilis  is  simply  kept  clean 
and  dusted  with  calomel,  and  if  the  sore  heals  kindly  no  internal 
remedies,  save  such  as  might  be  indicated  to  put  the  patient's 
system  in  good  condition  to  resist  the  disease,  are  used  until 
other  symptoms  present  themselves,  and  then  the  favorite  remedy 
is  the  famous  "pil.  duo,''  which  consists  of  one  gr.  of  sulphate  of 
iron  and  two  of  blue  mass,  given  three  times  a  day.  When, 
again,  these  symptoms  have  subsided  the  medicine  is  dropped. 
To  make  a  long  story  shorty  instead  of  two  years  of  mercury  the 
symptoms  alone  are  treated.  There  is  much  logic  in  this  plan 
of  dealing  with  syphilis,  but  all  will  admrit  that  it  is  easier  to 
carry  it  out  in  the  hospital  than  in  private  practice,  especially 
when  it  is  known  that  the  much-dreaded  rash  may  be  prevented 
or  masked  by  continuous  treatment  from  the  date  of  the  initial 
lesion. —  Weekly  Med.  Review. 


Carbolic  Acid  in  Indigestion. — Dr.  Edward  Berdoe  thus 
writes  in  the  British  Med.  Journal : 

I  have  lately  treated  several  cases  of  indigestion  with  carbolic 
acid,  and  the  results  have  in  each  instance  been  so  fortunate  that 
I  am  anxious  to  add  the  results  of  my  experience.  I  have  found 
it  most  useful  in  that  form  of  dyspepsia  known  as  fermentative, 
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accompaniefl  by  constant  sour  rising  and  eructations  of  gas,  with 
pain  after^  meals,  and  discomfort,  even  after  drinking  milk  or 
cocoa.  My  attention  was  first  directed  to  it  by  Dr.  Fenwick, 
who  gave  the  glycerine  of  carbolic  acid  (1  part  of  crystallized 
carbolic  acid  to  4  parts  of  glycerine).  The  dose  is  from  five  to 
ten  minims  in  mint-water,  or  other  convenient  vehicle.  As  it 
mixes  well,  I  think  it  a  more  safe  and  elegant  form  than  a  solu- 
tion of  the  acid  in  water  only.  When  there  is  much  pain  of  the 
stomach  after  food,  I  have  found  it  useful  to  add  five  or  six 
minims  of  the  liquor  opii  sedativus  to  each  dose;  and  when  there 
is  want  of  tone  in  the  seat  of  digestion,  and  bad  appetite,  five  or 
ten  minims  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica  will  often  be  found 
serviceable.  I  have  found  these  remedies  also  very  valuable  in 
the  above  combination  in  cases  of  pyrosis,  where,  I  think,  the 
sedative  influence  of  the  carbolic  acid  on  the  mucous  membrane 
is  far  more  useful  than  the  bismuth  one  usually  gives  in  such 
cases.  It  is  an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry  whether  the  car- 
bolic acid  acts  by  arresting  fermentative  changes  in  the  stomach, 
or  by  its  well-known  ansesthetic  influence  on  mucous  membranes* 
I  have  long  given  one-grain  pills  of  this  remedy  iu  cases  of  vomi- 
ting from  various  causes,  and  have  rarely  found  it  fail  to  arrest 
it.  In  some  of  these  cases  there  was  no  fermentative  condition 
of  the  contents  of  the  stomach ;  some  of  them  were  cases  of  reflex 
vomiting;  yet  all  were,  with  few  exceptions,  greatly  benefited. 
It  would  be  desirable  that  the  subject  should  be  still  further  dis- 
cussed by  those  who  have  had  experience  of  the  drug. — Ameri- 
can Med.  Digest. 


Cold  in  the  Head. — Dr.  J.  L.  Davis  says  that  in  a  case  of 
common  cold  in  the  hedd  he  has  used  the  following  with  complete 
success:  Half  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  is  dissolved  in  four  ounces 
of  water,  and  a  teaspoonful  of  this  is  given  every  fifteen  minutes 
for  four  doses^  and  then  hourly,  and  after  that  every  three  or 
four,  hours.  The  disease  is  often  cured  in  the  course  of  one  day. 
—Medical  World. 
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The  Intravenous  Injection  op  Milk. — In  an  article  on 
this  subject,  by  Charles  E.  Jennings,  F.R.C.S.  England  {BriL 
Med.  Journal^  June  6,  1885),  the  author  relates  his  experience 
with  milk  injected  into  the  veins  as  a  therapeutic  measure,  which 
he  considers  one  of  great  value  as  a  substitute  for  the  transfusion 
of  blood.  After  a  study  of  the  literature  of  the  subject,  and  from 
physiological,  experimental  and  clinical  evidence  combined,  he 
draws  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  The  intravenous  injection  of  a  small  quantity  of  newly 
drawn  milk  is  harmless. 

2.  Large  injections  of  milk  are  fatal,  with  polyuria  as  the  chief 
symptom. 

3.  The  employment  of  impure,  or  stale  milk  is  most  danger- 
ous, on  the  probability  that  septicaemia  will  follow  the  operation. 

4.  The  operation  is  to  be  recommended  in  the  later  stages  of 
cholera,  enteric  fever,  phthisis,  and  pernicious  anaemia,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  transfusion  of  blood;  and,  in  short,  in  all  cases 
where  transfusion  of  blood  is  indicated  on  nutritive  grounds,  but 
where  a  blood  donor  cannot  be  procured,  or  where  this  operation 
is,  for  other  reasons,  impracticable. — Maryland  Med.  Journal. 


Corrosive  Sublimate  in  Venereal  Warts. — A  corres- 
pondent writes  us  that  having  been  advised  to  apply  a  solution 
of  one  grain  to  the  ounce  of  corrosive  sublimate,  to  a  case  of 
venereal  warts  which  came  under  his  care,  he  found  after  the 
application  through  a  mistake  a  solution  of  ten  grains  to  the 
ounce  was  applied.  The  result  was  so  satisfac!jory  that  he  de- 
termined to  still  further  increase  the  strength,  and  on  his  next 
case  he  made  the  solution  of  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce  with  ex- 
cellent results.  He  now  also  applies  this  solution  to  chanclres  and 
chancroids,  and  also  to  indolent  ulcers  of  the  uterus,  and^  is 
highly  satisfied  with  the  results.  He  has  never  witnessed  the 
slighest  symptoms  of  mercurial  poisoning  from  this  treatment, 
and  does  not  believe  that  the  application  of  corrosive  sublimate  in 
this  strength  is  liable  to  be  followed  by  absorption. — Med.  Age. 
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OsMic  Acid  in  Sciatica. — We  have  before,  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  called  attention  to  the  use  of  osmic  acid  in  sciatica  and 
other  forms  of  neuralgia,  and  the  favorable  results  which  have 
been  noticed  by  various  ph;^sicians  have  been  confirmed  by  Mr. 
Mcrces  {Lancet,  January  10,  1885).  He  states  that  he  has  given 
osmic  acid  a  trial  in  eighteen  cases  which  had  resisted  all  other 
known  modes  of  treatment.  In  twelve  cases  he  succeeded  in 
giving  them  an  absolute  relief  for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  when 
he  lost  sight  of  the  cases,  the  patients  having  left  the  hospital. 
In  six  cases  he  gaN  e  temporary  relief,  though  the  comfort  obtained 
by  its  use  was  greater  than  that  which  followed  the  hypodermic 
injection  of  morphia.  He  uses  a  one  per  cent,  solution,  injecting 
three  to  five  minims  of  the  solution  deeply  over  the  sciatic  nerve 
at  a  point  midway  between  the  tuber  ischii  and  trochanter,  it  eflFects 
but  locally,  at  the  seat  of  the  puncture  the  patient  invariably 
complained  of  a  numb  feeling,  which,  however,  was  transient. — 
Thera.  Gazette. 


How  TO  Diagnose  Gonorrhcba  in  the  Female, — The  dif. 
ficulty  of  differentiating  a  specific  vaginitis  from  a  simple  or 
catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  vagina,  has  probably  worried  most 
of  our  readers.  A  mistake  in  diagnosis  in  these  cases  is  also  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  importance.  The  happiness  of  a 
home  may  hang  on  the  issue.  It  becomes  the  physician  in  such 
a  case  to  hew  to  the  line,  let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may;  but 
he  must  be  particularly  careful  that  none  of  them  fall  on  his  own 
toes.  There  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  no  pathognomonic 
sign  which  might  serve  as  a  guide  in  such  a  perplexity.  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Paris  Obstetrical  and  Gynaecological  So- 
ciety, however,  Martineau  suggented  one  which  may  answer  the 
purpose.  The  pus  of  the  specific  vaginitis  is  said  to  be  always 
acid,  while  in  the  simple  variety  it  is  alkaline.  A  little  piece  of 
litmus  paper,  therefore,  will  tell  the  story.  The  importance  of 
this  discovery  cannot  well  be  over-estimated.  Both  on  account 
of  social  and  medico-legal  reasons,  its  importance  is  very  great. — 
Medical  Age^ 
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Deaths  from  An.«sthetics  in  1884. — Dr.  Ernest  H.Jacob, 
Assistant  Physician  to  the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds,  tabulates 
the  number  of  deaths  from  ansBsthetios  which  occured  in  Great 
Britain  during  1884.  {Brit.  Med,  Jbur.,  May  2).  The  table 
shows  9  deaths  from  chloroform,  2  deaths  from  mixture  of  chlo- 
roform and  ether,  3  deaths  from  methylene,  and  6  deaths  from 
ether 

In  commenting  upon  these  facts,  Dr.  Jacob  says:  "In  review- 
ing the  cases  of  death  from  chloroform  and  ether  respectively,  one 
is  struck  by  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  operation;  the 
deaths  from  chloroform  being  mostly  in  comparatively  healthy 
persons,  during  slight  operations.  The  deaths  from  ether  oc- 
cured, without  exception,  in  persons  severely  debilitated  by  dis- 
ease.^^ — Maryland  Medical  Journal. 


The  Treatment  op  Sick-Headache. — Dr.  W.  Gill  Wylie 
{N.  Y.  Med.  Jour.),  of  New  York,  has  produced  excellent  results 
with  the  following  method  of  treatment:  So  soon  as  the  first 
pain  is  felt|  the  patient  is  to  take  a  pill,  or  capsule,  containing 
one  grain  of  inspissated  ox-gall  and  one  drop  of  oil  of  gaultheria, 
every  hour  until  relief  is  felt,  or  until  six  have  been  taken. 

Dr.  Wylie  states  that  sick-headache  as  such  is  almost  invari- 
ably cut  short  by  this  plan,  although  some  pain  of  a  neuralgic 
character  remains  in  a  few  cases. — Detroit  Lancet. 


Parthenine  in  the  Treatment  op  Facial  Neuralgia. — 
Tovar  has  experimented  with  this  alkaloid  in  cases  of  facial  neu- 
ralgia {'*Oazz.  Med.  Ital.- Lombard.'').  Giving  a  tenth  of  a  grain 
every  hour  for  four  hours,  and  then  decreasing  the  size  and  fre- 
quency of  the  dose,  he  cured  rather  a  severe  case  in  a  week. 
Parthenine  is  obtained  from  Parthenium  hysterophorus,  an  herb 
growing  in  Jamaica,  where  it  is  much  used  for  cutaneous  affec- 
tions.— N.  Y.  Med.  Journal. 
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The  Tbeatment  op  Puerperal  Eclampsia. — M.  Cham- 
bert  in  his  Th^  pour  le  Doctorat  eu  Medicine,  Paris,  1884, 
(Medical  Chronicle)  gives  an  accoant  of  eight  women  attacked 
with  puerperal  convulsions,  one  of  whom  died.  The  treatment 
pursued  was  uniform,  and  the  same  as  recommended  at  the  con- 
elusion  of  his  thesis.  The  value  of  his  thesis  consists  in  a  con- 
cise statement  of  the  treatment,  which  is  at  present  generally  ac- 
cepted in  Paris  as  the  best,  although  violently  opposed  by  Pro- 
fessor Pajot  and  other  eminent  obstetricians. 

M.  Chambert's  conclusions  are : — 

1.  A  woman  presenting  the  following  symptoms,  albuminous 
urine,  edema  of  the  lower  limbs,  headache,  troubles  of  vision,  etc., 
should  be  placed  on  an  ^'absolute  milk  diet.'' 

2.  After  convulsions  have  occurred  the  bowels  should  be  cleared 
out,  and  then  an  injection  should  immediately  be  given  contain- 
ing six  or  eight  grammes  (90  to  120  grains)  of  chloral,  according 
to  the  intensity  of  the  convulsions.  If  the  temperature  rises,  this 
should  be  repeated  after  two  hours,  and  if  the  convulsions  still 
persist,  the  patient  should  inhale  chloroform.  The  usual  formula 
for  the  injection  is — new  milk  Siij ;  yolk  of  one  egg;  chloral 
hydrate  grains  90. 

In  a  plethoric  patient  with  symptoms  of  congestion^  it  is  per- 
missible to  bleed  to  an  amount  not  ezceerling  sixteen  ounces. 

In  every  case  the  termination  of  labor  should  be  hastened,  pro- 
vided dilatation  of  the  os  is  complete,  the  forceps  being  applied  or 
version  employed  if  there  is  the  least  delay  in  the  expulsive  stage 
of  labor. 

l^he  milk  regimen  should  be  continued  till  albuminuria  has 
completely  disappeared,  and  if,  after  labor  is  over,  convulsions 
threaten  or  actually  occur,  a  draught  of  90  to  120  grains  of  chloral 
may  be  expected  to  arrest  the  attacks.  Milk  reuimen,  chloral 
and  chloroform  are  the  most  powerful  means  of  modifying  the 
unknown  cause,  which  produces  puerperal  eclampsia. —  Weekly 
Medioai  Beview, 


A  New  Method  of  Giving  a  Bath  in  Typhoid  Fever. — 
As  is  well  known^  the  great  difficulty  in  the  use  of  the  bath  in 
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fevers  is  the  trouble  which  is  involved  in  moving  the  patient  in 
and  out  of  the  bath-tub.  The  following  simple  device  will  in 
great  part  remedy  this  trouble  and  also  save  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding a  portable  bath-tub.  The  canvas  of  an  ordinary  bed-cot 
is  to  be  made  three  or  four  inches  wider  than  it  is  onlinarily  ar- 
ranged, and  a  board  nailed  at  each  end  so  as  to  hold  the  cot  per- 
manently open  and  project  above  it  several  inches  in  the  form  of 
a  head-board  or  foot-board.  This  cot  is  then  arranged  along- 
side of  the  bed  of  the  patient  so  as  to  be  on  a  level  with  the  bed 
and  at  the  same  time  firm.  Over  it  is  spread  an  india-rubber 
cloth  sufficiently  large  to  cover  it  entirely  and  to  fall  above  and 
below  over  the  head- board  and  foot- board.  The  patient,  wrapped 
in  a  sheet,  is  then  slipped  on  to  the  cot;  of  course  the  canvas 
sags  down,  and  when  water  is  poured  (.ver  the  sheet  the  man  lies 
half  immersed  in  a  pool.  If  the  attendant  is  provided  with  two 
tubs,  one  containing  water  and  one  empty,  and  also  with  a  large 
bathing- sponge,  the  water  in  this  pool  heated  by  the  body  can  be 
removed  by  means  of  the  sponge^  and  fresh  cold  water  soused 
over  the  body  enveloped  in  the  sheet.  In  this  way  the  water 
lying  continually  between  the  sheet  and  the  body  as  well  as  satu- 
rating the  sheet  so  envelops  the  person  that  the  effect  of  a  cold 
bath  can  be  achieved,  and  I  have  seen  very  rapid  reduction  of 
obstinate  high  temperatures.  If  the  bed  upon  which  the  patient 
lies  be  a  very  wide  one,  instead  of  a  cot  being  used  t'.e  mattress 
can  be  so  arranged  on  one  side  as  to  sag  down  sufficiently  to  form 
a  hollow  for  the  pool,  and  in  this  way  the  bath  be  given. 

I  notice  that  Stephan,  of  St.  Petersburg,  affirms  that  the  appli- 
cation of  ice-bags  over  the  super-clavicular  regions  is  sufficient 
to  control  the  temperature  in  fever,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
cold  is  brought  into  close  contact  with  much  of  the  blood  of  the 
body  by  the  large  superficial  veins  of  the  neck.  I  have  had  no 
experience,  however,  of  this  method  of  reducing  temperature,  but 
it  is  worthy  of  a  trial ;  especially  as  it  seems  to  be  safer  to  reduce 
temperature  in  low  fever  by  external  cold  than  by  our  at  present 
known  depressant  antipyretic  drugs. — H.  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  in 
Thera.  Gazette. 
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Piles  and  Fissured  Anus. — No  pain  is  more  atrocious  than 
that  of  hsemorrhoids,  especially  when  accompanied  by  fissured 
anus,  and  any  remedy  which  promises  relief  in  such  cases  is 
bailed  as  a  godsend  by  not  only  the  patient,  but  by  the  physi- 
cian who  is  so  unfortunate  to  ever  have  had  charge  of  a  case. 
For  this  reason  the  thesis  of  M.  Pauzet,  recently  sustained  in 
Paris,  and  published  in  the  Paris  Medical,  wUl  have  more  at- 
tractions than  theses  usually  possess  to  the  general  medical  reader. 
Briefly  stated,  it  claims  that  2  3-grain  pills  of  the  extract  of  cap- 
sicum annum,  taken  every  morning  and  evening,  will  calm  the 
pains  and  cure  the  disease.  M.  Pauzat  refers  to  Drs.  Dujardin 
Beaumetz,  Constaniin  Paul,  and  others  equally  noted,  for  con- 
firmation of  his  statement. 

The  following  is  the  treatment  of  a  case  in  detail,  as  reported 
in  the  Paris  Medical:  The  patient,  a  woman,  was  ordered  two 
pills  of  extract  of  capsicum  annum  of  3  grains  each,  every  morn- 
ing and  evening.  On  going  to  bed  she  took  a  small  dose  of  salts 
or  a  podophyllin  pill,  and  in  the  morning  before  going  to  stool 
she  injected  the  lower  bowel  with  warm  eau  de  guimauve  (marsh- 
mallow).  In  five  days  natural  functions  were  reestablished 
without  pain. — National  Druggist 


Belladonna  as  a  Means  of  Producing  Tolerance  of 
THE  Iodide  of  Potassium. — The  fact  that  belladonna  produces 
dryness  of  the  throat,  nose  and  muuth,  led  Dr.  P.  Aubert  {Jour, 
de  3l6d.,  May,  18S5,)  to  the  idea  of  employing  this  substance  to 
counteract  the  disagreeable  effects  produced  by  the  iodide  of  po- 
tassium; and  he  reports  three  strongly-marked  cases  of  intoler- 
ance of  the  iodide  in  which  the  addition  of  belladonna  produced 
the  most  satisfactory  results.  He  uses  the  belladonna  in  the 
form  of  the  extract,  of  which  two  pills,  each  of  5  centigrammes, 
are  given  daily,  one  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  evening.  In 
one  of  the  cases  which  he  reports,  after  several  days'  une  of  the 
oombination  of  the  iodide  and  belladonna,  the  latter  could  be 
discontinued  without  the  iodide  producing  any  disagreeable  re- 
sults.— JTiera.  Oazette. 
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Test  for  Albumen, — Roberts  suggests,  as  a  ready  and  accn- 
rate  test  for  albumen  in  urine,  a  mixture  of  1  part  concentrated 
nitric  acid  with  6  parts  of  a  saturated  solution  of  magnesium 
sulphate.  The  resultant  liquid  is  limpid  and  colorless,  does  not 
fume,  does  not  burn  or  discolor  the  fingers,  and  by  reason  of  its 
specific  pjravity  it  rapidly  traverses  the  column  of  urine  in  the 
test  tube.  Albumen  and  mucine  are  readily  and  exactly  shown 
by  the  reagent,  and  the  normal  color  of  the  urine  is  not  at  all  or 
but  slightly  altered. —  Union  Pharmaoale. 


Piles,  theib  Hypodermic  Injection.— Dr.  J.  W.  Girard 
(Med  Bulletin)  says  that  he  has  used  hypodermic  injections  for 
ten  years  in  treating  piles,  treating  about  two  hundred  cases 
without  a  single  failure,  or  return  of  the  tumor.  He  takes  one 
part  of  tannic  acid,  two  part«  of  carbolic  acid,  and  eight  parts  of 
glycerine.  With  this  mixture  he  injects  each  pile  separately, 
and  in  a  few  days  they  slough  away  and  generally  heal  kindly 
under  dressings  of  carbolic  cerate.  If  there  be  much  constitu- 
tional disturbance  he  controls  it  with  a  steam  bath  or  a  hot  sitz 
bath- — Detroit  Lancet. 


Glycebine  as  a  T-fiNiciDE. — Dr.  G.  A.  McCallum,  of  Dun- 
ville,  Ontario,  writes  to  the  British  Med.  Journal,  of  June  13th, 
that  glycerine  is  the  most  efiBcient  tsenicide  that  he  has  yet  seen. 
In  some  cases  it  may  be  necessary  to  follow  the  glycerine  with  a 
gentle  purgative.  He  has  found  that  when  the  head  of  the  worm 
is  placed  in  glycerine,  it  dies  almost  immediately.  This  fact  is 
especially  important  in  treating  cases  of  tenia  in  children. — 
Jour.  Am.  Med.  Association. 


An  American  and  an  Englishman  were  once  having  a  heated 
discussion  as  to  the  relative  size  of  the  Thames  and  Mississippi. 
The  American  finally  clinched  the  argument  thus:  ''Look  here, 
mister;  why  there  ain't  enough  water  in  the  whole  of  the  Thames 
to  make  a  gargle  for  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi/^— JSbcAan^e. 
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Glycerin  as  a  Preventive  op  Trichiniasis. — Merkel 
Q*  Dtach.  Arch.  f.  klin.  Med.'';  '' Ctrlbl.  f.  klin.  Med.'')  relates 
the  case  of  a  raan  who  ate  a  portion,  as  long  as  one^s  finger,  of  a 
sausage  in  which  living  irichinse  abounded.  Twenty  hours  after 
the  ingestion  of  the  sausage  he  was  purged  thoroughly  with  senna, 
and  several  specinxens  of  the  trichina,  non-encapsulated,  together 
with  fragments  of  the  parasite,  were  found  in  the  dejecta.  The 
nex^  day  he  was  given  a  tablespoonful  of  pure  glycerin  every 
hour  until  fifteen  doses  had  been  taken.  This  caused  no  unpleas- 
ant symptoms  beyond  thirst  and  a  feeling  of  dryness  in  the  mouth, 
and  the  man  escaped  trichiniasis,  while  others  who  had  eaten  of 
the  sausage  were  attacked  with  the  disease. 


Peptic  Salt,  or  Digestive  Salt. — Dr.  Prosser  James  has 
been  experimentingjvith  a  mixture  of  ordinary  chloride  of  sodium, 
or  common  salt,  and  pepsin,  for  which  he  proposes  the  •above 
name.  He  writes  to  the  British  Medical  Journal,  May  16:  ''I 
propose  to  call  it  *  peptic  salt,'  or  ^digestive  salt,'  or  it  may  be 
ordered  in  prescriptions  as  sal-pepticus,  or  as  pepto-chloride  of 
sodium.  Ten  grains  will  dissolve  nearly  200  grains  of  hard 
boiled  albumen,  or  2  ounces  of  lean  cooked  meat.  It  may  take 
the  place  of  table-salt  in  the  dyspeptic's  dietary.'' — Nexo  York 
Medical  Abstract. 


A  Formula  for  Ring-worm. — Dr.  Henry  Browne  gives  it 
to  us  in  the  Brit.  Med.  Jour,^  June  6: 

B^.     Sodfie  hyposulphitis 3j. 

Solve  in  Aqua fl.  3  viij. 

Et  adde  acidi  hydrochlorici fl.  3j- 

For  outward  use  only. 

The  use  of  this  lotion,  as  a  water-dressing  covered  with  oiled 
silk,  and  accompanied  by  daily  washing  in  soft  soap  and  water, 
has  proved  perfectly  satisfactory. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
3  8  P. 
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M.  AND  Madame  Victor  Saint-pa ul  have  given  25,000 
francs  to  the  Acad^mie  de  M^decine,  to  he  awarded  as  a  prize  to 
any  one  who  can  discover  a  remedy,  to  be  recognized  by  the 
Acad^mie,  as  eflScacious  in  diphtheria.  Until  the  remedy  is  found, 
the  interest  paid  on  the  money  is  to  be  awarded  every  two  years 
to  those  whose  works  and  researches  on  diphtheria  are  recognized 
by  the  Academic  as  the  best.  This  prize  is  open  to  competitors 
of  all  nations. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


m  «a»»   9 


Lead-Poisoning — New  Symptom.— M.  Du  Moulin  {Bev.  de 
ThSrap.)  has  discovered  a  new  and  valuable  diagnostic  symptom 
of  lead-poisoning.  This  symptom,  which  was  found  in  all  the 
cases  examined  by  him,  consists  in  the  production  of  a  black 
stain  on  the  epidermis,  due  to  the  deposition  of  the  sulphide  of 
lead,  and  can  be  obtained  at  will  by  applying  to  the  skin  a  five 
per  cent,  solution  of  the  sulphide  of  sodium  ot  the  sulph-hydrate 
of  ammonia. — Med.  Bulletin,  April. 


Vaccination  and  Small-Pox. — Dr.  Eccles  read,  New  York 
Medical  Journal,  a  very  interesting  paper  before  the  Brooklyn 
Pathological  Society  on  immunity  in  diseases  in  which  he  held 
that  vaccination  of  a  person  infected  with  small-pox  increased 
the  virulence  of  the  disease.  He  also  gives  an  interesting  resum6 
of  the  theory  of  preventing  certain  contagious  diseases  and  of  the 
action  of  septic  poisons.  The  paper  excited  a  rather  lively  dis- 
cussion.— Ex. 


If  a  saturated  solution  of  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine  in  strong 
nitric  acid  be  applied  to  the  skin,  instead  of  the  painful  smarting 
of  the  acid  alone,  a  slight  pricking  sensation  is  the  only  sensory 
effect  produced.  An  eschar  is  formed,  but  takes  a  longer  time  to 
appear  than  if  the  nitric  acid  be  used  alone.  These  results  have 
been  obtained  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Dixon. — Pharmaceutical 
Joum<Uf 
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For  Fcetid  Pbkspiration. — As  a  local  application  for  fcetid 
perspi ration ;  Martin^  BiM.  gin  ge  Therape.^  recommends: 

1^     Potas.  Permang grs.  xv. 

Thymol grs.  xxx. 

Aq.  Dist Sxzx. 

•    M.    Fl.sol. 


The  Ear  as  an  Indication  op  Character. — A  physician 
in  Detroit  says  that  a  small  ear  is  an  indication  of  bad  character^ 
and  that  criminals  have  the  lobule  of  the  ear  imperfectly  devel- 
oped. What  a  powerful  good  fellow  the  jackass  must  be. — Med^ 
iccU  Summary. 


Ringworm. — Dr.  R.  W.  Taylor,  Western  Medical  Reporter^ 
claims  good  results  from  painting  ringworm  twice  a  day  with  Tr. 
Gum  Myrrh,  in  which  four  grains  of  bichloride  of  mercury  are 
added  to  each  ounce. 


We  have  found  the  following  very  valuable  in  chronic  cystitis, 
nsed  locally  as  an  injection  into  the  bladder:  ^.  Ex.  Hydrastis 
Can.  fl.  5  ii. ;  Sodse  Bicar,  Z  i. ;  Glycerine  3  ii. ;  aq.  ad.  O.  i. — 
Medical  Digest. 


Glycerine  in  Acute  Nasal  Catarrh. — Cotton  saturated 
with  glycerine  and  introduced  into  the  nares  relieves  the  conges- 
tion in  a  few  minutes. — N.  Y.  Med.  Journal. 


Oxide  of  Zinc  vs.  Iodoform.— Prof.  Peterson,  of  Kiel, 
regards  oxide  of  zinc  quite  as  good  as  iodoform  in  treatment  of 
wounds.     It  also  costs  and  smells  l(ss. — Ex. 
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The  Influence  op  Locality  on  Consumption, — A  short 
editorial  in  the  Phila.  Med,  and  Surg.  Reporter,  of  July  11th 
ult.,  to  which  we  give  place  in  our  selections  on  **The  Influence 
of  High  Altitudes  upon  Pulmonary  Consumption/'  has  the  fol- 
lowing very  positive  and  no  less  correct  enunciation  : 

"Constant  humidity  of  earth  and  air  predisposes  most  strongly 
to  the  development  of  phthisis;  dryness  of  soil  and  atmosphere 
gives  to  the  inhabitants  of  high  plateaux  comparative  exemption 
from  disorders  of  the  respiratory  tract.  Laennec  mentions  a 
locality  where  the  dampness  of  the  soil  was  of  such  a  character 
that  two-thirds  of  the  resident  population  died  of  phthisis/' 

We  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the  advantages  of  the  penin- 
sula of  Florida  in  modifying  and  retarding  the  progress  of  this 
terrible  disease ;  npr  from  the  immunity  claimed  by  the  advo- 
cates of  Colorado  and  other  high  altitudes,  either  of  this  or  other 
continents.  There  is  no  question  at  this  day,  but  that  many  who 
are  struggling  with  inroads  made  upon  their  most  vital  organs 
are  materially  benefited,  their  bufferings  alleviated,  and  their 
lives  prolonged,  by  a  temporary  or  permanent  residence  in  the 
"Land  of  Flowers/'  Its  many  days  of  sunshine,  its  perpetual 
summer,  its  refreshing  salt  breezes  playing  back  and  forth,  the 
resinous  odors  of  its  pines,  and  the  moisture  in  the  air  itself  have 
one  or  all,  collectively  or  singly,  been  justly  entitled  to  the  grati- 
tude of  many  tuberculous  invalids  from  other  less  favored  re- 
gions. 

So,  also,  the  high  and  bracing  atmosphere  of  Colorado,  with 
its  320  days  of  sunshine  each  year,  and  its  absence  of  sub-soil 
moisture,  has  its  votaries  who  time  and  again  "rise  up  and  call 
it  blessed/'    Nor  do  we  question  the  demonstrations  of  Eocb, 
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Pasteur  and  others,  that  thece  is  a  specific  germ  necessary  to  pro- 
duce this  disease  in  any  locality.  Our  object  is  simply  to  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fact  that  here  at  home,  in  our 
own  State  we  have  a  large  area — in  which  life  may  be  enjoyed  to 
its  fullest  extent,  that  has  material  claims  of  a  high  order  as  a 
permanent  residence  for  those  threatened  with  tuberculosis. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society  in 
1876,  the  late  Dr.  E.  M.  Wight,  of  Chattanooga,  at  that  time  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  State  Medicine  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  and  subse- 
quently member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  President  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  submitted  a  peculiarly  valuable,  in- 
teresting and  carefully  prepared  paper  en  ^^A  People  vnthorU 
Consumption  and  some  Accownt  of  their  Country — The  Cumber* 
land  Table  Land^^  which  was  republished  in  this  journal^n  the 
February,  1884,  number. 

This  paper  was  prepared  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
subject,  and  the  results  of  his  personal  observation  during  a  period 
of  ten  years,  and  from  the  information  received  from  "more  than 
twenty  physicians,  who'have  been  many  years  in  practice  in  the 
vicinity  of  those  mountains,^^  convinced  him  "that  pulmonary 
consumption  does  not  exist  among  the  people  native  and  resi- 
dent to  the  Table-lands  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains>.^^ 

This  Cumberland  plateau  or  table-land  embraces  about  6,000 
square  miles,  2,000  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  pastoral  regions  of  the  continent.  It  is  mainly  an  exten- 
ded plain,  scarcely  more  undulating  than  the  middle  portion  of 
the  State.  Or,  as  Dr.  Wight  says:  "The  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains as  a  whole  are  flat,  in  broad  level  spaces,  broken  only  by 
the  'divides'  or  'gulfe,'  as  they  are  called  by  the  inhabitants, 
when  the  streams  flow  out  into  the  valleys.''  As  for  the  water 
supply,  he  says ,  "The  whole  ridge  is  well  supplied  with  clean, 
sofl,  runniiig  water,  even  In  the  dryest  of  the  season.  There  are 
no  marshes,  swamps,  or  bogs, — no  still  water — not  even  a  puddle 
for  long,  for  the  soil  is  of  such  a  character,  that  surface  water 
quickly  filters  away  into  the  sands,  and  mingles  with  the  streams 
in  the  gulfs.     Springs  of  mineral  water  are  abundant  everywhere. 
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Probably  there  is  not  a  square  mile  of  Walden's  ridge  which  does 
not  furnish  chalybeate  water  abundantly.  Sulphur  springs,  with 
epsom  salts  in  combination,  are  nearly  as  common/^ 

With  a  dry  but  not  arid  soil— comparatively  fertile  and  capa- 
ble of  any  degree  of  artificial  fertilizing,  a  freedom  from  subsoil 
moisture,  pure  water,  a  temperature  but  rarely  reaching,  and 
never  exceeding  95°,  and  never  falling  10°  below  zero,  which  is 
only  touched  in  occasional  years, — these  being  the  extreme,  we 
have  an  absence  of  the  predisposing  causes  of  consumption  that 
belong  to  the  external  surroundings  of  the  individual. 

While,  perhaps,  there  are  many  consumptives  wno  are  amply 
provided  with  the  ways  and  means  of  temporarily  sojourning  or 
permanently  residing  in  any  portion  ot  the  habitable  globe,  there 
is  a  far  greater  number  to  whom  the  advice  ot  a  winter  in  Flor- 
ida or  a  summer  in  Colorado  would  be  a  ridiculous  impossibility. 
These,  by  far  the  greater  number,  and  to  whom  the  breath  of  life 
is  as  sweet,  and  whose  aspirations  to  live  long  in  the  land  are  as 
great  as  the  most  pampered  child  of  fortune,  have  here  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  as  comfortable  a  living  by  the  sweat  of  the  face 
as  in  many  other  localities  which  can  but  prove  fatal  to  them. 

The  following  lengthy  quotation,  we  make  from  an  editorial  in 
the  Nashville  Daily  American  of  July  15th,  as  showing  one  branch 
of  business  requiring  a  limited  amount  of  labor,  and  that  almost 
entirely  in  the  open  air — the  life  of  all  others  most  conducive  to 
length  of  days  for  the  consumptive.  In  speaking  of  this  plateau 
it  says : 

''  It  is  mainly  an  extended  plain,  not  much  more  undulated 
than  Davidson  County.  For  miles  in  many  places  it  is  less 
broken  than  Davidson.  It  is  covered  with  a  variety  of  wild 
grasses  which  afford  from  April  till  November  })astures  of  rich 
quality — far  better  during  that  period  than  Texas  and  the  terri- 
tories can  boast. 

*  In  the  West  it  is  estimated  that  from  twelve  to  fourteen  acres 
are  required  for  each  cow,  whilst  on  Cumberland  Mountain  five 
acres  are  sufficient.  In  the  West  cattle  have  to  go  from  one  to 
ten  miles  to  water  of  an  inferior  quality,  whilst  in  the  Tennessee 
Mountain  region  springs  of  finest  water  burst  forth  in   every 
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ravine.  Cattle  in  the  West  are  at  all  times  subject  to  the  sun's 
beat^  whilst  on  the  Cumberland  the  open  woods  give  all  the  cool 
shade  necessary  for  their  greatest  thrift.  It  is  false  economy  to 
pasture  cattle  during  spring,  summer  and  fall  on  land  worth  $30 
to  $50  an  acre,  when  the  cheaper  mountain  ranges  are  so  conven- 
ient. By  doing  this  and  devoting  their  farms  exclusively  to  the 
production  of  winter  feed,  our  breeders  could  carry  three  times 
as  many  cattle  and  fliake  their  farms  trebly  profitable. 

But  we  are  asked,  Will  cattle  thrive  well  on  the  mountain? 
We  answer  that  they  are  as  fat  there  now,  and  every  year,  as  those 
that  range  our  richest  Middle  Tennessee  pastures.  They  are 
driven  there  emaciated,  in  April,  and  carried  into  the  Cincinnati 
beef  market  in  November,  to  compete  with  Kentucky  grazed 
cattle.  Another  asks  if  any  but  scrub  cattle  thrive  there.  We 
answer,  after  investigation,  that  fine  graded  stock  does  exceed- 
ingly well  there.  Another  asks,  What  does  it  cost  to  carry  them 
through  the  summer?  One  gentleman  who  has  a  ranch  on  the 
mountain,  carrying  250  head,  after  years  of  experimenting, 
places  the  entire  cost  of  salt,  herdsmen  and  attention,  at  43  cents 
per  head  for  the  entire  period  from  April  to  November.  The 
stock-raisers  of  Putnam,  Overton,  White,  Warren  and  other 
counties  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  embracing  Sequatchie  Val- 
ley, have  carried  it  on  for  years  with  the  greatest  success.  The 
land  can  be  bought  at  from  one  to  three  dollars  per  acre.  There 
is  enough  rank  grass  going  to  waste  there  now  to  fatten  more 
cattle  than  there  are  in  the  entire  State.  Our  cattle  crop  might 
be  quadrupled  by  utilizing  this,  the  greatest  unoccupied  natural 
pasture  east  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that  mountain-grazed  beef  is  the 
sweetest  and  juiciest  brought  to  market.  There  is  a  peculiar 
flavor  to  the  beef,  resembling  somewhat  the  flavor  of  venison. 
When  the  opportunities  which  these  mountains  aflbrd  for  grazing 
cattle  and  sheep  shall  be  known,  we  feel  certain  that  a  million 
herd  will  find  ready  subsistence  on  them  for  nine  months  in  the 
year.'' 

Sheep  farming  in  this  locality  would  prove  equally  renumera- 
tive  and  require  less  capital,  and  perhaps  for  this  reason  alone 
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would  comraend  itself  to  sorae.  The  way  the  world  is  filling  up, 
both  mutton  and  wool  cannot  but  prove  renumerative. 

Fruit  culture  for  those  who  from  inclination  or  want  of  means 
could  not,  or  would  not,  undertake  cattle  or  sheep  raising  could 
unquestionably  be  made  profitable.  The  finest  fruits  we  have 
ever  seen  iu  the  State,  whether  "  native  and  to  the  manner  born  " 
or  imported,  were  grown  c/n  this  table-land  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago.  There  is  not  a  foot  of  it  that  could  not  be 
made  to  produce  as  fine  fruit  and  at  less  cost,  than  the  most  fa- 
vored portions  of  New  York  or  Ohio.  While  the  railroads  that 
now,  and  yet  will  transverse  this  broad  undulating  plain,  will 
bring  a  market  right  to  hand. 

With  the  difference  in  the  price  of  these  lands  and  the  higher- 
priced  lands  in  other  parts  of  this  and  other  States  invested  in 
fertilizers,  the  finest  vegetables  adapted  to  the  temperate  zoce  can 
be  raised.  With  thcbe  industries  but  partially  developed,  others 
will  spring  up,  and  there  will  be  a  diversity  to  suit  the  most  fan- 
ciful. 

These  suggestions  are  only  intended  for  those  who  are  in  the 
incipient  stages  of  the  disease,  or  in  whom  an  inherited  or  ac- 
quired predisposition  exists.  In  the  advanced  stages,  in  many 
cases,  it  is  folly  to  attempt  to  go  anywhere.  There  is  nothing  to 
be  done  but  to  smooth  the  pathway  to  the  grave.  But  there  are 
many  throughout  our  broad  land,  who  yet  are  up  and  about,  at- 
tending to  their  various  duties  in  the  workshop,  in  the  store,  and 
even  in  many  localities  living  a  life  in  the  open  air,  tillers  of  the 
soil,  who  either  by  intuition,  or  the  information  of  their  medical 
advisers,  know  their  doom.  To  those  would  we  say  !  "  Fly  to 
the  mountains'' — to  the  Cumberland  table-land  ere  it  is  too  late. 


The  International  Medical  Congress  of  1887. — The 
General  Committee  on  the  Organization  of  the  International 
Medical  Congress  of  1887,  assembled  in  the  Palmer  House,  Chi- 
cago, on  the  24th  of  June,  1885,  in  accordance  with- previous  no- 
tice.    Twenty-five  of  the  thirty- eight  new  members  added  to  the 
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Committee  by  the  Association  in  New  Orleans  were  present,  while 
the  original  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  in  Washington 
was  represented  by  Drs»  J.  S.  Billings  and  I.  Minis  Hayes.  Dr. 
Austin  Flint*  not  being  able  to  attend,  sent  his  resignation  as 
member  of  the  Committee,  which  was  accepted,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  S. 
Gouley,  of  New  York,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  making  the 
whole  number  of  members  present  twenty-eight.  As  Dr.  Flint, 
the  former  President  of  the  Committee,  had  ceased  to  be  a  mem- 
ber, a  new  election  of  officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of 
the  Committee  became  necessary.  A  few  ballotings  resulted  in 
the  election  of  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole,  of  San  Francisco,  as  Chair- 
man;  Dr.  J.  S.  Lynch,  of  Baltimore,  as  Vice- Chairman  ;  and 
Dr.  John  V.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  as  Secretary.  Drs.  J. 
S.  Billings  and  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett,  of  Washington,  were  put  in 
nomination  for  the  latter  office,  but  both  declined  to  serve.  The 
Committee  having  been  thus  organized  simply  as  a  Committee  of 
Arrangements  for  the  coming  International  Congress,  its  officers 
having  no  reference  to,  or  connection  with  any  offices  in  the  Con- 
gress itself,  proceeded  to  the  important  work  for  which  it  had 
convened.  A  motion  made  by  X.  C.  Scott,  of  Ohio,  directing 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  appoint  a  Sub-Committee  of 
nine  members  to  consider  and  report  on  such  revision  and  amend- 
ments as  might  be  deemed  necessary,  of  the  previously  adopted 
rules  and  appointments  for  the  proposed  Congress,  was  adopted, 
and  the  Chairman  appointed  the  following  members  such  Com- 
mittee : 

X.  C.  Scott,  of  Ohio;  J.  S.  Billings  and  J.  B.  Hamilton,  of 
D.  C. ;  J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  of  New  York  ;  W.  A.  Wathen,  of  Ken- 
tucky;  John  V.  Shoemaker,  of  Penn.;  E.  F.  Upham,  of  Ver- 
mont; J.  W.  McLaughlin,  of  Texas;  and  D.  A.  Linthicum,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  General  Committee  adjourned  until  7:30  p.  M.,  and  subse- 
quently to  9  A.  M.,  of  the  next  day,  for  this  Sub- Committee  to 
complete  a  report. 

On  the  assembling  of  the  General  Committee  on  the  morning 

♦Although  resigning  his  membership  on  the  Committee,  he  is  still  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Congress. 
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of  the  25th,  the  Sub-Ck)mmittee  presented  a  report^  which  after 
free  discussion  and  some  alterations  was  adopted.  We  have  not 
space  to  givje  the  report  in  iuU,  the  only  material  changes  being 
as  follows : 

The  nineteen  sections  previously  provided  for  were  reduced  to 
sixteen  by  adding  obstetrics  to  the  section  of  gynsecology,  nervous 
and  mental  diseases  to  the  section  of  surgery.  The  chairmen  of 
only  four  of  the  sections  were  changed,  namely :  Section  1. — 
Medical  Education,  Legislation  and  Registration,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  placed  Dr.  Stanford  £.  Chailld,  of  New  Orleans,  instead 
of  Dr.  Henry  P.  Bowditch,  of  Boston.  Section  9. — Opthalmo- 
logy,  to  which  was  assigned  Dr.  E.  Williams,  of  Cincinnati,  in 
the  place  of  Dr.  Henry  D.  Noyes,  of  New  York.  Section  13. — 
Laryngology,  of  which  Dr.  J.  W.  Mackenzie,  of  Baltimore,  was 
made  Chairman  in  place  of  Dr.  George  M.  Lefferts,  of  New 
York ;  and  Section  18. — Diseases  of  Children,  of  which  Dr.  J. 
Lewis  Smith,  of  New  York,  was  made  Chairman  instead  of  Dr. 
A.  Jacobi,  of  the  same  city.  The  chairmen  of  the  remaining 
twelve  sections  were  left  unchanged. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  May, 
1886. 

Immediately  following  this  action,  and  quite  before  it  had  re- 
ceived any  degree  of  publicity,  less  than  thirty  of  the  400  physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia  held  a  meeting  and  passed  resolutions  de- 
clining to  hold  office  or  in  any  way  countenance  or  encourage  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  Similar  action  was  taken  by  twenty-five  of 
the  practitioners  of  Boston,  including  Henry  P.  Bowditch ;  one 
dozen  in  Baltimore;  and  a  baker's  dozen  in  Washington.  As 
the  Congress  will  be  held  in  Washington,  we  place  before  our 
readers  the  preamble  and  resolution,  together  wiih  the  names  of 
the  latter,  which  are  as  follows : 

At  a  meeting  of  medical  gentlemen  held  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
July  11,  1885,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
adopted : 

Wh£R£As,  Certain  changes  have  been  made  in  the  constitu- 
tion and  organization  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Con- 
grebs  which  seem  to  us  unwise,  injurious,  calculated  to  bring  the 
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profession  into  disrepute^  and  to  endanger  the  success  of  the  Con- 
gress^ therefore 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  undersignecJ,  decline  to  hold  any  posi- 
tion under  the  said  Congress  as  now  organized. 
Joseph  Taber  Johnson,  M.D.    S.  C.  Busey,  M.D. 
W.  W.  Johnston,  M.D.  H.  C.  Yarrow,  M.D. 

Swan  M.  Burnett,  M.D.  A.  F.  A.  King,  M.D. 

B.  F.  Pope,  M.D ,  U.  8.  Army.    Frank  Baker,  M.D. 
E.  Carroll  Morgan,  M.D.      D.  Webster  Prentiss,  M.D. 
J.  Ford  Thompsom,  M.D.  S.  O.  Richey,  M.D. 

D.  L.  Huntington,  M.D.,  CJ.  S.  Army. 

We  can  but  regret  their  hasty  action — mere  pettish  childish- 
ness— far  more  the  act  of  thoughtless  school-boys  than  of  men — 
men  who  make  at  least  some  pretensions,  if  not  a  claim  to  scien- 
tific attainments.  Yet,  if  they  will  act  so  silly  and  ridiculous, 
we  can  only  say  "a  willful  man  maun  gang  his  ain  gait."  We 
think  the  Congress  can  do  quite  as  well  without  them  as  they  can 
without  it. 

In  addition  to  this  disaffection,  some  of  the  journals  have  taken 
the  matter  in  hand,  and  among  the  weeklies  we  find  the  Boston 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  The  N.  Y.  Med.  Jour.^  The  N.  Y.  Becord, 
Ihe  Medical  News,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  Louisville  ranging 
themselves  on  the  side  of  the  disgruntled ;  while  the  Association 
Journal  with  a  candor,  a  fairness,  and  unanswerable  argument  as 
pertains  to  its  distinguished  editor,  is  doing  yeoman's  service  in 
trying  to  quiet  this  "  tempest  in  a  tea-pot.'' 

Well,  well.  Doctors  will  diflfer.  Fortunately  there  is  plenty  of 
time  before  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  to  smooth  out  the  wrin- 
kles, pacify  the  pugnacious  and  subdue  the  destructives.  The 
only  danger  is  that  some  who  claim  to  be  representative  members 
of  the  profession  in  America,  possibly  may  make  themselves  the 
laughing  stock  of  the  next  International  Medical  Congress.  Go 
slow,  gentlemen.  Would  it  not  be  advii^able  to  think  a  little 
more  before  so  hastily  saying,  "  Me  too.'' 

Fbrran  AND  Inoculation. — Instead  of  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  illustrious  Jenner,  Dr.  Ferran  has  preferred  to  adopt 
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the  specious  role  of  the  quack,  and  instead  of  writing  his  name 
high  on  the  book  of  fame  has  scored  a  most  signal  failure.  We 
doubted  from  the  first,  the  success  of  his  method — classing  him 
as  an  imitator,  and  not  an  originator.  The  natural  history  of 
cholera  would  indicate  the  futility  of  this  method  of  prophylaxis. 
Cholera  is  not  a  self-limited  disease,  and  the  possibility  of  its  re- 
occurrence in  the  same  subject  is  only  limited  by  death  of  the  in- 
dividual— one  attack  does  not  secure  an  immunity  in  the  future; 
although  it  is  a  specific  disease  and  is  produced  by  a  specific  germ, 
capable  of  producing  its  results  in  a  suitable  soil. 

Inoculation,  if  it  has  prevented  a  single  case  of  cholera,  has 
done  so  by  its  moral  effect  on  the  mental  condition  of  the  subject, 
and  distilled  water  would  have  been  equally  as  successful,  if  not 
far  more  safe  than  his  most  carefully  cultivated  virus. 

La  Tribune  JU ^dicale  stsiiea  that  his  experiments  are  failures; 
and  the  Oaceta  de  Madrid  says  that  the  Spanish  Government  has 
forbidden  inoculation  after  this  method  in  Valencia,  and  has  tele- 
graphed the  various  sanitary  commissions  to  quit  the  procedure. 
From  the  same  source  we  are  informed  that  the  Portuguese  Gov- 
ernment has  likewise  forbidden  inoculation,  because  the  data  are 
so  contradicting. 

We  are  not  surprised  that  he  refused  to  disclose  his  methods — 
they  would  not  bear  the  light. 


The  McIntosh  Galvanic  and  Faradic  Battery  Co., 
AND  National  Uterine  Supporter  Co.,  have  moved  from 
Jackson  St.,  to  300  and  302  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  securing 
a  better  room  for  exhibiting  their  goods  and  a  much  larger  space 
for  manufacturing,  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  demands  upon 
them. 

They  received  especial  mention  at  the  New  Orleans  Exposition 
for  their  fine  display  of  goods,  and  the  wonderful  improvement 
they  have  made  in  electrical  goods  generally,  and  especially  for 
their  combined  solar  microscope  and  stereopticon.  It  is  an  instru- 
ment that  every  school  and  college  in  the  country  should  have. 
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They  received  first  medal  for  fine  displays  of  electrical  goods  and 
first  medal  for  their  combined  solar  microscope  and  stereopticon. 
Dr.  L.  D.  Mcintosh,  the  inventor,  deserves  great  credit  for  ar- 
ranging and  making  this  display,  because  he  met  in  competition 
the  electrical -inventions  of  Europe  and  America  and  took  the  first 
medal. 

The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Bhin- 
OLOGiuAL  Association  will  be  held  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  October 
6th,  1885.  Papers  and  discussions  will  be  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  diseases  of  the  nasal  passages  and  their  sequences.  Officers 
for  1885:  President— P.  W.  Logan,  M.  D.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.; 
1st.  Vice-President— A.  DeVilbis,  M.  D.,  Toledo,  Ohio;  2nd. 
Vice-President — J.  A.  Stueky,  M.  D.,  Lexington,  Ky. ;  Record- 
ing Secretary — C.  A.  S.  Sims,  M.  D.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. ;  Librarian 
— N.  R.  Gordon,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  III.  Council— J.  G.  Car- 
penter,  M.  D.,  Stanford,  Ky. ;  H.  Jerard,  M.  D.,  East  Lynne, 
Mo. ;  H.  Christopher,  M.  D.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. ;  E.  F.  Hender- 
son, M.  D.,  Los  Angelos,  Cal.  Information  concerning  the  full 
programme,  membership,  papers,  attendance,  etc.,  may  be  learned 
from  any  of  the  above  officers  of  the  Association. 


CnoiiEBA. — ^TWs  disease  is  still  prevailing  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, as  many  as  2500  new  cases  per  diem  having  been  reported 
at  this  writing  (July  24th).  So  far  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  its 
appearance  elsewhere.  Although  we  do  not  claim  to  be  a  prophet, 
nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  we  have  great  hopes  that  our  country 
will  be  spared  a  visitation  this  year.  It  is  by  no  means  too  late 
yet  for  it  to  make  its  appearance  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  and 
the  season  in  (his  latitude  has  been  as  propitous  for  its  advent  as 
could  well  be  imagined.  Yet,  if  the  '*  powers  that  be''  will  but 
keep  the  germ  or  spark  from  our  inflammable  magazine,  all  may 
yet  be  well.  State  and  local  health  officials  are  working  hard  to 
sterilize  our  soil,  yet  we  doubt  their  ability  with  the  means  at 
hand,  and  rely  mainly  upon  National  surveillance  to  prevent  the 
advent  of  the  specific  germs.    As  to  success — time  will  only  show. 
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The  Hydrangea  Abboresgens. — The  value  of  this  native 
plant  in  renal  affections  was  first  made  known  to  the  medical 
public  by  the  former  editor  of  this  journal^  Dr.  S.  W.  Butler. 
Recently  Lambert  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  have  combined  the  active 
elements  of  the  plant  with  lithia  in  a  preparation  caUed  ''  Lithia- 
ted  Hydrangea/'  which  unites  the  virtues  of  both  these  remedies. 
In  the  Chicago  Weekly  Remew  two  cases  of  rheumatic  gout  with 
renal  complications  are  reported  by  Dr.  F.  S.  Senier,  of  Wauke- 
sha, Wis.,  where  this  preparation  in  doses  of  a  drachm,  thrice 
daily,  largely  diluted,  acted  with  prompt  and  satisfactory  effect. 
The  combination  seems  to  us  a  happy  one. — Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  Philadelphia. 


Syrupus  Robobans  is  the  name  of  a  new  preparation  made 
by  Mea^irs.  Arthur  Peter  &  Co.,  of  Louisville,  Ky.  As  will  be 
seen  by  their  advertisement,  it  contains  in  each  fluid  ounce  hypo 
phosphites  of  potass,  and  iion  1^  grs.  each;  lime  and  maganese 
1  gr.  each;  quinine  7-16  gr.,  and  strychnia  1-16.  It  cannot  but 
prove  beneficial  as  a  nervous  stimulant  and  restorative  in  wasting 
and  debilitating  diseases,  as  well  as  a  tonic  to  the  functions  of 
digestion  and  assimilation.  The  name  of  the  firm  manufacturing 
is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  purity  and  exact  quantity  of  the  drugs 
specified. 

ToKGALiNE. — R.  C.  McC'ann,  M.  D.,  of  Benton,  Miss.,  states: 
"I  have  prescribed  Tongaline  with  great  success  in  the  treatment 
of  neuralgia,  and  have  never  found  any  remedy  equal  to  it  for 
that  trouble.  I  consider  it  a  valuable  addition  to  the  remedies  of 
the  Materia  Medica.  It  is  designed  to  meet  a  long  felt  desidera- 
tum, which  convinces  me  that  it  will  ^shortly  come  into  general 

use. 

•  •  » 

Mabbied. — In  Greenville,  Texas,  June  29,  1885,  Dr.  Thomas 
J.  Pugh,  of  Bryan,  Texas,  to  Miss  Fannie  E.  Reese,  of  Green- 
ville. 
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Professional. — Dr.  N.  Senn,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  has  ac- 
cepted the  Chair  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Prof. 
Christian  Fenger  that  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  of  Chicago. 

In  the  Chicago  Medical  College  Dr.  W.  W.  Jaggard  has  been 
elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

In  the  Memphis  Medical  College  Dr.  D.  D.  Saunders  has  been 
elected  lo  the  Chair  of  Surgery ;  R.  B.  Maury,  Gynecology ;  and 
Alex.  Erskine,  Obstetrics. 


Nothing  can  be  devised  that  will  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  intended  naore  thoroughly  than  Mellier's  Standard  Saddle- 
Bags  and  Buggy-Cases.  Send  for  descriptive  circular,  and  re- 
member that  upon  receipt  of  price  the  proprietors  will  deliver  to 
any  express  office  in  this  country,  charges  prepaid. 


Location. — A  letter  from  Messrs.  Blanten  &  Bucks,  informs 
OS  that  an  energetic  and  reliable  physician  will  find  a  good  loca- 
tion at  Shelby,  Miss.,  a  new  town  on  the  L.,  N.  O.,  &  T.  R.  R., 
about  98  miles  south  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Tinting  of  Morphia  Sulphate  by  some  innocuous  and  inert 
coloring  matter  to  prevent  mistaking  for  other  vegetable  alkaloids 
was  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  John  B.  Bond,  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Missouri  Pharmacal  Association. 


"  Just  as  good  a  time  now  as'any  ^'  to  send  one  dollar  and  re- 
ceive in  return  this  Journal  for  one  year.  Forty-eight  pages  of 
good  reading  matter  for  about  eight  cents. 
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THE  ANTAGONISM  OF  MEDICINE. 


BY 
W.  M.  VEBTBEE8,  M.D., 

ProfesBor  of  Materia  Medina  and   Therapeutics  in  the  Medical 
Department  oj  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


The  maDy  recent  attempts  to  suicide  by  the  use  of  opiam  and 
its  preparations  in  this  city  make  it  necessary  that  the  profession 
should  understand  to  what  extent  its  effects  can  be  antagonized. 
The  only  medicine  that  has  acquired  any  reputation  is  belladonna 
and  its  preparations.  Now  does  belladonna  antagonize  or  counter* 
act  opium,  when  taken  in  lethal  doses?  These  two  poisons  are 
known  to  possess  some  physiological  actions  that  are  opposite  to 
each  other.  Opium  contracts  the  pupil;  belladonna  dilates  it. 
Their  actions  on  the  heart  are  in  some  respects  disimilar ;  like* 
wise  their  actions  on  the  brain  are  different.  Now,  the  question 
that  interests  the  profession  is :  Does  this  difference  in  their  action 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


398  OBIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. — VEBTBEES. 

aDtagonize  each  other  sufficiently  to  coanteract  their  fetal  eflTect 
when  poisonous  doses  have  been  taken  ? 

A  correct  answer  can  only  be  approximated.  It  is  safe  to  as- 
sume that,  under  certain  circumstances,  they  are  antagonizers ; 
but,  to  be  effectual,  they  must  have  equal  chances.  The  poison- 
ous effects  of  opium  cannot  be  counteracted  or  relieved  by  bella- 
donna, though  it  can  be  prevented.  If  opium  and  belladonna  be 
administered  at  the  same  time,  then  they  neutralize  the  poisonous 
action  of  each  other  to  a  limited  extent.  But  if  a  poisonous  dose 
of  opium  be  taken  and  absorbed,  its  poisonous  effects  will  be  very 
slightly  modified  by  the  introduction  of  belladonna,  and  vice  versa. 
To  be  plainer:  If  a  poisonous  dose  of  opium  be  taken  and  suffi- 
cient time  has  elapsed  for  the  medicine  to  be  absorbed,  then  bela- 
dona  does  not  antagonize  it,  but,  if  given,  adds  to  the  danger  of 
the  patient.  There  is  a  similarity  between  chemical  and  physio- 
logical antidotes.  If,  for  instance,  an  acid  and  alkali  come  in 
contact  they  neutralize  each  other,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
stomach ;  but  if  one  is  taken  into  the  stomach  and  absorbed  into 
the  blood,  the  introduction  of  the  other  can  do  no  possible  good, 
but  harm.  So  with  substances  that  possess  physiological  antag- 
onism— to  be  effectual  they  must  have  an  equal  chance  to  exert 
their  power ;  if  they  pass  into  the  blood  they  are  beyond  your 
control.  Then  antagonism  is  accomplished  in  the  blood,  or 
through  the  blood  on  the  nerves,  oertainly,  and  must,  in  order  to 
be  of  any  service,  be  in  the  blood  at  the  same  time  with  the 
poison  to  be  antagonized. 

Now,  the  important  question,  and  the  subject  to  be  investigated, 
is  how  long  after  opium  has  been  taken  before  it  passes  into  the 
blood.  This  is  modified  to  a  great  extent  by  the  condition  of  the 
stomach  and  absorbents,  and  the  solubility  of  the  poison;  but  un- 
der ordinary  conditions  of  the  stomach  the  tincture  of  opium 
will  pass  into  the  blood  in  from  thirty  to  sixty  minutes,  and  be 
beyond  your  control ;  and  any  effort  to  counteract  its  effects  by 
belladonna  will  be  simply  to  add  to  the  poisonous  effect  of  opium 
that  of  belladonna,  for  the  one  follows  the  other,  and  no  antag- 
onism exists,  and  if  the  patient  escapes  from  opium,  the  belladonna 
may  catch  him.     Now,  if  opium  be  given  by  the  stomach  and 
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thirty  minutes  have  passed,  belladonna  will  require,  perhaps,  a 
little  longer  time,  as  both  the  stomach  and  the  absorbents  are 
deadened  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  opium,  and  will  be  thirty 
minutes  or  more  behind  the  opium,  and  will  be  incapable  of  any 
relief.  ^  These  poisons  act,  by  their  bodily  presence  in  the  blood, 
upon  the  nervous  system.  Exactly  how,  cannot  be  understood; 
yet  enough  is  known  of  this  process  to  know  ths^t  it  is  only 
through  the  blood  that  they  can  impress  the  vital  centers,  and 
when  a  sufficient  (]^antity  of  the  poison,  in  substance,  comes  in 
contact  with  the  nerves,  death  is  the  result.  Death  means  arrest 
of  sensation  and  motion;  and  when  enough  opium  has  come  in 
contact  with  the  vital  centres  to  arrest  sensation,  it  is  as  oblivious 
to  an  impression  from  belladonna  as  from  more  opium  ;  it  has  sim- 
ply ceased  to  receive  impressions  through  the  blood,  and  relief 
comes  through  an  entirely  different  source,  if  it  comes  at  all. 

Now,  it  was  stated  that  the  poisonous  impression  of  these 
drugs  can  only  be  made  through  the  blood,  and  that  their  action 
is  confined  to  destroying  sensation.  This  effect  is  confined  alone 
to  the  part  of  the  nerves  to  which  they  have  access.  They  reach 
the  entire  nervous  system  through  the  blood,  and  hence  their 
action  is  general.  The  temporary  loss  of  sensation  and  motion 
is  only  fatal,  however,  when  either  the  heart,  the  lungs,  Ihe  brain, 
or  all  three  are  involved  ;  and  when  this. is  the  case  they  cannot 
be  aroused,  through  the  medium  of  tfie  blood,  by  any  medicinal 
agent  that  has  to  go  through  the  process  of  absorption.  This  is 
too  slow ;  besides,  this  process  is  the  result  of  change  or  motion 
in  the  brain,  and  is  arrested  also.  The  nerves  do  not  receive  or 
transmit  a  medicinal  impression.  The4full  extent  of  its  impress- 
ibility is  either  increased  or  lessened  sensibility,  and  when  this  is 
destroyed  its  function  ceases.  Opium  in  sufficient  quantity  in 
the  blood  destroys  it;  and  hence,  when  once  enough  opium  has 
passed  into  the  blood  to  deaden  sensibility,  it  is  useless  to  send 
an  agent  to  arouse  sensibility  that  cannot  overtake,  much  less  get 
ahead  of,  the  opium.  If,  however,  the  opium  has  been  given  by 
the  stomach,  and  not  more  than  thirty  minutes  have  elapsed,  the 
belladonna  n)ay  be  sent  by  a  shorter  route,  and  stand  an  equal 
chance  to  increase  sensibility  that  opium  does  to  depress  it  In- 
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sert  under  the  skin,  or  even  in  a  vein,  the  poison,  and  a  few 
pulsations  of  the  heart  brings  it  face  to  face  in  every  part  of  the 
systenii  and  to  a  certain  extent  it  antagonizes  the  effect  of  opiunii 
simply  because  under  this  method  of  administration  the  belladonna 
may  come  in  contact  with  the  nerves  at  the  same  time  that  the 
opium  would,  administered  thirty  minutes  before,  by  the  mouth. 
The  first  effort  after  being  called  to  see  a  person  poisoned  by 
opium  should  be  to  get  out  of  the  stomach  any  remaining  portion 
of  the  poison  unabsorbed,  for  after  absorption,  it  will  produce  its 
poisonous  effect)  and  yen  cannot  prevent  it  The  hypodermic 
method  simply  introduces  the  medicine  into  the  blood,  without 
going  through  the  process  of  absorption,  and  thus  time  is  gained 
for  the  belladonna.  Now,  it  has  been  assumed  that  when  once  a 
sufficient  amount  of  opium  has  gotten  into  the  blood  to  cause 
death,  no  amount  of  belladonna  entering  in  the  same  way  will  ar- 
rest its  poisonous  effect;  and  hence  after  a  very  limited  amount 
of  time  has  elapsed  it  is  useless  to  give  the  antidote,  for  it  cannot 
antagonize  it.  It  is  not  an  antidote  then,  but  an  auxiliary,  for 
the  opium  will  monopolize  the  attention  of  the  nervous  system 
until  it  exhausts  itself,  and  if  there  remains  nerve-force  sufficient 
to  resist  its  deadly  effect,  this  is  all  that  is  required,  and  the  bel- 
ladonna will  simply  add  another  impression  to  be  gotten  rid  of 
by  the  system. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  nerves  will  not  transmit  a  medicinal 
impression.  Prussic  acid  applied  to  a  nerve  only  affects  the  part 
with  which  it  comes  in  contact.  If  there  is  no  vascular  connec- 
tion its  effect  is  purely  local;  so  with  all  other  medicines.  The 
nerves  only  transmit  sensation.  This  is  their  entire  function, 
except  the  motion  that  is  produced  from  sensation;  hence,  the 
only  resource  of  the  physician  is  to  utilize  the  means  that  are 
left.  He  must  try  to  keep  up  motion  or  life  by  irritating  appli- 
cations to  the  sentient  extremities  of  the  nerves,  keep  the  patient 
moving,  sudden  application  of  cold,  pinching  the  skin,  flagella- 
tions, or  whatever  will  disturb  sensation  through  the  eyes,  ears, 
mouth,  and  skin.  The  judgment  of  the  physician  must  guide 
him,  and  by  the  proper  use  of  skill  much  may  be  {iccompUshed 
in  this  direction. 
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The  only  hope  of  relief  exists  in  exciting  the  nerves  to  action 
through  the  various  avenues  mentioned.  The  lungs  are  to  be 
utilized.  Certain  drugs  have  the  powar  of  exciting  the  heart  to 
action  when  they  come  in  contact  with  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  air  cells.  Ammonia,  for  instance,  in  syncope ;  though  this 
condition  is  usually  caused  by  shock  to  the  brain^  and  the  ammo- 
nia may  relieve  by  stimulating  the  brain ;  and  in  this  case  ab- 
sorption would  have  to  take  place  and  stimulation  occur  through 
the  medium  of  the  blood.  This,  however,  would  be  very  rapid 
— perhaps  a  little  sooner  than  if  thrown  under  the  skin  with  the 
hypodermic  syringe,  for  by  this  method  the  vapor  could  not  be 
used,  while  in  the  lungs  the  vapor  would  pass  through  the  mucus 
membrane  into  the  capillaries,  and  would  reach  the  brain  by  a 
few  pulsations  of  the  heart.  In  syncope,  however,  the  heart  is 
acting  feebly,  and  capillary  action  must,  of  course,  be  very  slow, 
if  at  all ;  and  the  action  that  revives  the  heart  is,  perhaps,  the 
same  as  if  an  irritation  were  applied  to  the  skin  by  any  substance 
that  produced  this  effect. 

The  modvs  operandi  of  these  two  drugs,  if  I  am  correct  in  the 
views  taken,  are  only  partially  antagonizers.  While  one  allays 
nerve-force  when  excited,  or  arrests  it  in  its  normal  state,  the 
other  excites  and  deranges  it.  It  is  understood,  in  speaking  of 
opium,  that  a  full  dose  is  meant,  as  a  small  dose  has  precisely  the 
same  effect  that  belladonna  would — that  is,  to  excite  the  brain, 
the  heart,  and  the  lungs.  Afler  a  poisonous  dose  of  opium  has 
been  absorbed,  belladonna  would  have  no  more  effect  than  a 
small  dose  of  opium  in  antagonizing  the  narcotism;  for,  afler  the 
nerves  have  become  deadened  with  opium,  they  will  not  respond 
to  any  impression  that  is  not  more  powerful  than  the  one  that 
deadened  it  through  the  same  medium-  the  blood.  While  opium 
acts  mostly  on  the  brain,  it  is  known  to  all  who  have  ever  seen 
a  person  die  from  this  poison  that  death  takes  place  by  apnea, 
t.  e.,  by  stopping  the  respiration.  The  belladonna,  in  large  doses, 
acts  on  the  brain,  producing  delirium,  exhileration,  etc.  None  of 
its  known  actions  are  to  increase  the  respiration.  So,  while  these 
two  poisons  have  some  effects  upon  the  system  that  differ  from 
each  other,  yet  in  their  full  impression  the  one  does  not  antago- 
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nize  the  other  unless  they  are  made  simultaneously.  This  pecul- 
iarity in  their  action  is  not  confined  to  them  alone.  Other  med- 
icines have  same  similarities.  Take,  for  instance,  chloral;  it 
possesses  one  of  the  leading  actions  of  opium — sleep-producer; 
and  when  a  full  dose  has  been  taken  the  brain  will  not  react  to 
any  medium  of  an  opposite  action  until  the  effects  have  been  ex- 
hausted. Opposite  effects  upon  the  system  by  medicines  rarely 
ever  consist  in  removing  an  effect  already  made  if  their  action 
is  upon  the  same  parts  of  the  system.  Now,  chloral  will  some 
times  arrest  the  action  of  strychnine,  or,  in  other  words,  chloral 
antagonizes  strychnine;  but  strychnine  does  not  to  any  extent 
antagonize  chloral.  Their  action  is  on  different  parts  of  the  sys- 
tem. Chloral  acts  on  the  brain,  and  the  brain  controls  the  mus- 
cular system,  or  the  spinal  cord;  while  strychnine  acts  on  the 
spinal  cord,  which  cannot  control  the  brain.  Antagonism,  then, 
is  very  feeble  in  any  medicine,  if  the  result  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  an  oppo<«ite  impression  on  the  nervous  system  to  one  already 
existing. 

ROTHELN:  GERMAN  MEASLES. 


BY 
DEERING  J.  ROBERTS,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in   the   MedictU 
Department  University  of  Tennesoee. 


George  Robertson,  colored,  male,  »t.  31,  applied  at  the  regular 
sick  call  at  the  State  Prison  Hospital  on  the  morning  of  July 
27  ult.,  stating  that  he  had  been  feeling  badly  for  five  or  six 
days.  Had  more  or  less  headache,  pains  in  back  and  limbs, 
thirst  and  slight  fever  which  had  been  gradually  getting  worse 
until  the  evening  before,  when  an  eruption  appeared  on  face,  neck, 
upper  part  of  chest,  wrists  and  arms.  The  eruption  was  distinctly 
papular,  elevated  above  the  surface, 'quite  apparent  to  the  touch, 
the  papulse  feeling  moderately  hard,  but  lacking  that  marked  de- 
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gree  of  hardness  and  shotty  sensation  so  characteristic  of  Small- 
pox. The  papul»  were  for  the  most  part  distinct,  but  in  places 
where  thickly  aggregated  almost  coalesced.  The  fever  continued 
through  the  three  succeeding  days,  gradually  declining,  and  being 
probably  at  its  height  on  the  first  day  he  applied  for  treatment, 
on  which  day  the  eruption  attained  its  highest  degree,  both  fever 
and  eruption  gradually  subsiding,  the  normal  temperature  being 
reached  on  the  30th,  and  the  eruption  having  disappeared  by  the 
day  following.  He  had  slight  sore  throat  on  the  first  day  of 
eruption,  attended  by  slight  pain  in  swallowing,  accompanied  by 
a  moderate  degree  of  redness  of  the  fauces, with  punctate  spots  of 
a  Vermillion  color,  scattered  about  over  the  reddened  area. 
Slight  cough  appeared  jon  the  second  day  of  the  eruption.  Bowels 
had  been  slightly  constipated  just  at  the  coming  out  of  the  rash. 
Slight  itching  with  occasional  tingling  or  pricking  during  its 
height.  Following  the  subsidence  of  the  rash  a  slight  furiurac- 
eous  desquamation  occurred  on  the  face  and  wrists,  where^it  was 
thickest. 

On  the  3rd  of  August,  two  more  convicts  presented  themselves 
at  sick  call  with  a  similar  train  of  symptoms,  and  on  the  8th 
fifteen  more.  About  one-half  being  white,  and  the  others  rang- 
ing from  bright  mulatto  to  black.  The  general  health  of  the 
prison  at  that  time  and  previously,  being  fairly  good.  They  all 
presented  clinical  features  of  a  marked  degree  of  similarity.  The 
only  variation  being  in  prodromic  stage  of  fever,  which  varied 
from  one  to  four  days.  The  degree  of  fever,  which  was  generally 
at  its  highest  at  the  coming  out-  of  the  eruption,  and  during  the 
twenty-four  hours  succeeding,  ranging  in  different  individuals, 
the  temperature  ranging  in  some  cases  not  higher  than  101^,  and 
in  others  as  high  as  104  1-5^  All  terminated  satisfactorily  in 
from  four  to  five  days  after  the  rash  made  its  appearance,  leaving 
no  sequelsB  behind.  In  about  one- fourth  of  the  cases  there  was 
a  slight  diarrhoea  about  the  second  day  of  the  eruption ;  the 
bowels  in  nearly  every  instance  being  slightly  constipated  at  the 
onset.  In  all  we  had  the  same  characteristic  papillaiy  eruption, 
appearing  first  on  forehead,  the  cheeks,  neck  and  wrists,  hands 
and  upper  part  of  chest,  then  on  the  abdomen,  back  and  legs^ 
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quite  red  in  the  white  or  bright  malatto,  Dot  the  dusky  red  of 
Measles,  and  unlike  the  uniform  diffused  redness  of  Scarlatina; 
the  elevation  of  the  papillsB  being  quite  perceptible  and  marked 
in  all,  a  slight  degree  of  hardness  most  marked  in  the  first 
twenty-four  hours,  but  never  amounting  to  the  hard,  shotty  sen- 
sation of  Variola.  In  some  of  the  cases  the  papillse  on  the 
wrists  became  vesicles  on  the  second  day,  filled  with  a  little 
clear  serum,  bursting  and  disappearing  within  eighteen  or  twenty 
hours. 

The  anginose  affection  was  marked  in  all,  with  the  same 
characteristic  pale,  pinkish  redness  of  fauces  and  tonsils,  without 
swelling,  with  punctate  spots  of  vermillion  color  and  slightly 
elevated,  scattered  over  the  inflamed  area,  with  slight  pain  in 
deglutition. 

In  some  of  the  cases  where  the  eruption  came  out  thick  on  the 
fiuse,  just  before  its  appearance  and  during  the  first  twenty-four 
hours,  the  integument  appeared  swollen.  The  eyes  were  slightly 
watery,  sufltised,  with  a  mild  degree  of  conjunctival  irritation 
in  all  cases,  for  the  first  two  or  three  days  of  the  rash.  In  one 
case,  just  reoovering  from  inflammation  of  conjunctival  and  sub- 
jacent tissues  of  the  eye,  the  result  of  a  piece  of  steel  producing 
a  traumatism  of  cornea  and  iris,  the  inflammation  was  quite  severe, 
but  fl:radually  subsided  with  the  exanthem.  In  all  cases  there 
was  more  or  lens  bronchial  irritation  appearing  at  the  close  of  the 
first  day  of  the  eruption  or  afternoon  of  the  second,  acoo  mpanied 
by  coufl:h,  with  slight  mucous  expectoration,  lasting  a  few  days 
after  the  rash  had  disappeared,  never  being  so  severe  as  in  the 
mildest  case  of  measles,  and  if  troublesome  at  all,  most  so  at 
night.  Prodromal  headache,  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  a  general 
feeling  of  malaise,  loss  of  appitite,  slight  thirst,  in  all,  varying 
in  duration  from  five  to  six  days  in  the  first  case,  to  four  duys  in 
about  one-third  of  the  other  cases,  to  three,  two,  and  one  day  in 
the  remainder.  These  symptoms  becoming  more  marked  with 
the  appeaiance  of  the  eruption,  and  begining  to  decline  within 
twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  after  its  appearance.  The  de- 
clension being  gradual.  Careful  inquiry  elicited  the  information 
that  about  one-half  the  cases  had  previously  had  the  measles# 
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about  one- third  had  had  scarlet  feveri  a  few  both  measles  and 
scarlet  fever^  and  some  did  not  know. 

The  first  patient  was  brought  to  prison  from  West  Tennessee 
in  January  last;  was  in  good  health  at  the  time  and  had  so  con- 
tinued until  this  illness.  He  had  not  been  outside  the  prisoUi 
in  that  time^  working,  eatings  drinking,  sleeping  and  having  his 
clothing  washed  within  the  the  prison  walls,  had  no  com- 
munication with  outside  individuals  other  than  the  foreman  of 
his  shop  or  the  prison  guards,  among  whom,  either  in  th'  mselves 
or  their  families,  careful  enquiry  failed  to  elicit  the  fact  of  any 
disease  resembling  this.  The  two  caseb  succeeding  this  one,  one 
a  white  man,  who  slept  in  another  wing  of  the  prison  some  dis- 
tance away,  worked  during  the  day  in  the  same  room,  and  the 
other,  a  negro,  slept  in  the  adjacent  cell  to  the  first  case.  From 
this  first  case  the  others  evidently  originated.  No  new  cases 
having  appeared  since  the  batch  of  fifteen  on  the  8th. 

Occasionally  visitors  pass  through  the  prison,  but  always  in 
charge  of  a  guard  and  are  allowed  to  have  but  little  if  any  com- 
munication with  the  prisoners.  As  to  the  disease  presenting  so 
many  marked  characteristics  of  both  measles  and  scarlet  fever, 
having  any  relation  to  either,  I  may  state  that  from  enquiring  at 
the  city  Health  Office,  I  learn  that  the  last  case  of  measles  re- 
ported in  the  city  occurred  on  the  3rd,  and  the  last  case  of  scarlet 
fever  on  the  7th  of  July. 

From  my  observation  of  these  cases,  together  with  three  others 
in  private  practice  in  the  city  last  winter,  and  about  ten  or  eleven 
in  all  during  the  past  tive  years,  I  can  fully^concur  in  the  defini- 
tion of  Dr.  W.  A.  Hardaway  :  *"  Rothein  is  an  acute  infectious 
disease,  presenting  an  eruption  of  reddish  macules  upon  the 
skin,  accompanied  by  mild  catarrhal  symptoms,  and  usually  pro- 
ducing but  slight  disturbance  of  the  general  system.  It  is  self- 
protective,  and  occurs  but  once  in  the  same  individual.  It  has 
no  relationship  to  measles  or  scarlatina.'' 

The  treatment  in  nearly  all  the  cases  was  expectant.  Rest, 
light  diet,  laxatives  as  needed,  a  saturated  solution  of  Chlorate 

•Pepper's  American  System  of  Medicine,  Vol:  I.,  p.  6S2. 
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of  Potas  as  a  gargle,  mild  expectorants  when  cough  was  trouble- 
some, aud  quinine  in  full  doses  when  the  temperature  marked 
over  103°.  The  diarrhoea,  when  it  occurred  was  not  interferred 
with.  The  entire  series  of  cases  have  terminated  satisfactorily, 
the  greatest  duration  being  not  over  seven  days,  the  shortest  be- 
tween three  and  four.  No  sequel®  whatever,  so  far  having  pre- 
sented themselves.  As  a  general  rule,  the  darker  skinned  indi- 
viduals had  the  lightest  attacks— both  as  regards  degree  of  fever, 
duration,  or  amount  of  eruption. 


gtUiitUn§. 


Syrup  of  Hybriobic  Acid  in  Acute  Inplammai'ory 
Rheumatism. — In  an  article  appearing  in  the  New  York  "  Medi- 
cal Record/'  April  21,  1883,  I  speak  of  the  manner  in  which  I 
was  led  to  the  use  of  this  syrup  in  cases  of  acute  inflammatory 
rheumatism.  The  object  of  the  present  article  is  not  merely  to 
reiterate  what  was  said  in  that  publication,  but  to  emphasize  my 
entire  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  this  treatment  by  the  citation  of 
cases  of  cure,  and  the  statement  that  I  have  yet  to  find  a  case  iu 
which,  the  syrup  being  properly  used,  it  has  failed  to  meet  my 
expectations. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  first  article  this  method  of  treat- 
ment has  been  employed  by  a  number  of  physicians  with  success, 
shortening  the  duration  of  the  disease,  relieving  pain,  reducing 
temperature,  and  in  all  cases  leaving  the  patient  without  heart 
complications,  the  remedy  preventing  exudation  and  organization 
of  plastic  material.  I  order  the  syrup  in  from  two  to  three-tea- 
spoonful  doses,  in  a  wine-glass  of  water,  every  two  hours,  lessen- 
ing the  dose  as  improvement  takes  place,  and  continuing  the 
syrup  for  about  a  week  or  ten  days  ailer  symptoms  have  disap- 
peared, to  insure  recovery  and  prevent  relapse. 

The  old  method  of  treatment  by  the  use  of  bicarbonate  of 
potassium  is  slow,  and  its  continued  use  brings  about  a  depraved 
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condition  of  the  system  by  reducing  the  amount  of  fibrin  in  the 
blood  and  destroying  the  red  corpuscles.  It  also  acts  as  an  irri- 
tant to  the  stomach,  injuring  the  raucous  membrane  and  causing 
loss  of  appetite.  The  depraved  condition  of  the  blood  can  be 
seen  in  the  pale  face,  pallor  of  the  lips,  and  enfeebled  action  of 
the  heart,  requiring  weeks  for  the  patient  to  recover  from  the 
disease  and  its  treatment.  Salicylic  acid  has  had  its  day  and  has 
been  found  wanting,  being  replaced  by  some  with  oil  of  gaul- 
theria — salicylic  acid  in  another  form. 

This  acid,  from  its  difficult  solubility,  allows  its  crystals  to 
to  irritate  the  throat  and  stomach,  and,  in  some,  occasious  so 
much  vomiting  as  to  render  its  continued  use  impossible. 

Syrup  of  hydriodic  acid  is  a  good  remedy  in  sub-acute  rheuma- 
tism also,  but  is  not  so  prompt  in  its  action  as  in  cases  of  the 
acute  form. 

I  have  tried  it  in  chronic  rheumatism,  but  cannot  say  that  I 
have  observed  any  good  results.  In  some  cases  I  use  a  lotion  as 
follows : 

1^     Liq.  plumbi  subacetatis. 5u; 

Tincturse  arnicse §  ij  ; 

Aquse  pursB §  iv. 

M.  Sig.  Add  one  part  of  the  solution  to  three  parts  of  hot 
water,  apply  saturated  flannels  to  the  inflamed  joints.  It  usually 
gives  immediate  relief.  This  solution  is  of  a  beautiful  yellow 
color  when  properly  prepared.* 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  cases  of  successful 
treatment  of  acute  inflammatory  rheumatism  by  the  use  of  the 
syrup  of  hydriodic  acid : 

Case  I. — On  December  16,  1880,  I  was  called  to  see  Mary  S., 
aged  eight  years,  who  was  suffering  from  a  very  severe  attack  of 
acute  rheumatism,  the  knees  and  ankles  were  very  much  swollen, 
and  the  pain  was  so  excruciating  'that  she  could  not  bear  the 
weight  of  a  sheet  to  touch  her  legs.     Protected  them  with  a  bar- 

*The  tincture  of  arnica  should  be  made  according  to  the  United  States 
Pbarmacopceia,  and  not  by  u^ing  the  fluid  extract  of  arnica  flowers,  and  making 
a  tincture  by  the  addition  of  diluted  alcohol,  as  this  tincture  makes  an  unsightly 
dirty-brown  mixture. 
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rel-hoop  cut  id  two  and  crossed.  Prescribed  syrup  of  hydriodic 
acid,  io  teaspoonful  doses,  every  two  hours.  The  pain  was  sub- 
dued within  fifteen  hours.  Continued  treatment  for  about  a 
week.     No  relapse. 

Case  1 1. — Mrs.  E.  P.  R.,  aged  thirty-five  years,  was  seized 
with  a  chill  on  January  9,  1883.  Began  the  use  of  the  syrup  of 
hydriodic  acid  on  the  lUth,  and  continued  the  treatment,  in  three- 
teaspoonful  doses,  diluted  with  water,  until  the  16th,  when  the 
patient  was  dismissed  cured. 

Case  III. — Mis.  C.  F.  C,  aged  thirty-nine.  I  was  sent  for 
on  March  21,  1883,  and  found  her  suffering  from  acute  rheuma- 
tism; prescribed  the  f^yrup  in  two-teaspoonful  doses;  continued 
treatment  to  the  29th,  when  I  made  my  last  visit,  and  found  my 
patient  dressed,  sitting  up,  and  free  from  pain. 

Case  IV. — B.  E.,  aged  fifty- five,  a  merchant,  has  had  rheu- 
matism for  many  years.  I  attended  him  with  a  subacute  attack 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1884;  leflhim  on  the  18th  free  of  pain. 
The  medicine  was  given  in  tablespoonful  doses,  every  two  hours, 
up  to  this  time,  when  he  was  ordered  to  continue  its  use  in  smaller 
doses  and  at  longer  intervals  for  another  week.  On  the  4th  of 
April,  1885,  I  was  called  to  attend  him  with  a  similar  attack. 
Used  the  syrup.  The  pain  was  still  severe  on  the  5th,  so  I  used 
the  lotion  to  bis  hand  and  knee,  which  gave  immediate  relief 
The  last  visit  was  made  on  the  8th,  at  which  time  ho  was  entirely 
free  of  pain  and  swelling. 

Case  V. — Mrs.  L.  A.,  aged  twenty-seven,  was  taken  with  a 
chill,  followed  with  high  fever,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1885.  I 
was  called  on  the  22d,  and  found  her  suffering  with  an  attack  of 
acute  rheumatism,  affecting  both  upper  ond  lower  extremities. 
As  usual  in  such  cases,  prescribed  the  syrup  in  three-teaspoonful 
doses,  every  two  hours,  using  the  lotion  as  well.  She  was  relieved 
in  thirty-six  hours,  and  was  about  the  house  in  one  week.  Ten 
days  after  I  made  my  last  visit.  Her  husband  told  me  that  she 
had  had  a  relapse  from  imprudently  sitting  by  an  open  window. 
Medicine  waH  repeated,  and  in  four  or  five  days  she  was  again 
free  from  pain. 

Case  VI. — W.   C,  aged  twelve  years,  of  stout  build,  was 
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seized  with  rheumatism  in  knee,  ankle  and  hand.  Saw  him  for 
the  first  visit  on  February  20,  1886.  I  prescribed  the  syrup  in 
two-teaspoon ful  doses,  diluted  in  water  (  which  should  always  be 
done) ;  the  lotion  was  also  used  in  this  case.  My  last  visit  was 
made  on  the  28th,  when  I  left  him  walking  about  the  house. 

Case  VII. — S.  G.  S.,  aged  thirty-eight,  clerk,  was  seized  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  of  March,  1885.  Commenced  the  use 
of  the  syrup  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day;  he  was  free  of  pain 
and  swelling  on  the  16th,  and  went  to  his  business  on  the  17th* 
He  has  had  no  return. 

Case  VIII. — J.  C,  aged  fifty-one,  has  had  chronic  rheumatism 
for  more  than  twenty  years.  About  the  beginning  of  March, 
1885,  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  pain  in  right  knee  while 
walking,  followed,  after  a  few  days,  with  heat  and  swelling.  The  af- 
fected knee  was  two  inches  larger  in  circumference  than  the  other; 
the  trouble  was  looked  upon  as  a  sprain  for  about  three  weeks, 
when  rheumatism  was  suspected.  Began  the  use  of  the  syrup  in 
tablespoonfur doses  in  a  gill  of  water;  he  felt  relief  after  the 
second  dose;  treatment  was  continued  every  two  or  three  hours 
until  eight  ounces  of  the  syrup  were  taken,  which  removed  all 
further  trouble.     No  relapse. 

Case  IX.--  John  L.,  aged  forty,  coachman,  was  taken  down 
on  May  4,  1885;  his  knees  were  very  much  swollen  and  very 
painful.  He  was  given  the  syrup  in  tablespoonful  doses  every 
two  hours,  and  was  able  to  be  around  the  house  in  four  days  and 
a  half.  He  had  a  relapse  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  caused 
by  exposure,  and  was  seized  with  a  chill,  and  again  used  the 
syrup  and  lotion.  Advised  the  syrup  to  be  continued  in  decreas- 
ing doses  and  at  longer  intervals  for  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Case  X. — J.  F.,  aged  forty,  conductor.  I  was  sent  for  on 
May  29,  1885,  and  found  his  right  knee  and  ankle  swollen  and 
very  painful.  He  also  complained  of  pain  in  his  fingers  and  toes. 
The  Hyrup  was  given,  in  tablespoonful  doses,  every  two  hours;  the 
lotion  was  also  used.  He  was  free  from  pain  within  forty-eight 
hours.      Dismissed  him  on  the  3d  of  June  without  pain  or  ache. 

The  following  cases  were  kindly  furnished  me  by  my  friend, 
Dr.  Conrad  Wienges,  of  this  city : 
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Case  I. — August  28,  1883.— P.  M.,  engineer,  aged  forty-nine; 
subacute  rheumatism  in  both  knees  and  ankles.  Grave  him  two 
teaspoonfula  of  syrup  of  hydriodio  acid  every  three  hours.  Dis- 
missed him  Septtmber  30th,  free  from  pain  or  ache.  This  patient 
had  several  attacks  previous  to  thic}  one,  but  was  always  confined 
to  the  house  from  tour  to  six  weeks. 

Case  II. — June  16, 1884. — Mrs.  L.,  aged  thirty-five;  subacute 
rheumatism  in  the  chest  and  right  shoulder.  Two  teaspoonfuls 
of  synip  of  hydriodic  acid  every  four  hours.  It  relieved  the 
pain  entirely  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Case  III. — March  30,  1886. — F.  McC.,  nineteen  years  old; 
worker  in  tobacco  fSu^ory;  acute  rheumatism  in  both  knees  and 
ankles.  He  was  ordered  two  teaspoonfuls  of  syrup  of  hydriodic 
acid,  every  two  hours,  in  a  wineglass  of  water.  At  my  next  visit, 
on  the  31>t,  he  could  flex  his  knees  and  move  the  foot  with  com- 
parative e«se. 

April  1st. — The  swelling  had  vanished  and  the  patient  was 
sitting  up  when  I  called.  He  was  dismissed  on  the  Sd,  cured,  and 
resumed  his  occupation  on  the  3d  of  April. 

Case  IV.— May  7,  1885.— G.  E.  P.,  thirty  years  old;  deck- 
hand ;  acute  rheumatism  affecting  his  right  shoulder  and  elbow. 
The  pain  was  excruciating — so  much  so  that  one-fourth  of  a  grain 
ot  morphine,  every  hour  for  four  hours,  was  given  to  produce 
immediate  relief.  He  took  two-teaspoonful  doses  of  hydriodic 
acid  every  two  hours.  At  my  next  visit,  sixteen  hours  later,  the 
pain  had  almost  disappeared,  and  he  could  move  the  arm  with 
ease  in  any  direction.  On  th£  9th  he  was  entirely  free  from  pain, 
and  was  dismissed,  cured,  on  the  11th. 

The  following  cases  were  kindly  furnished  me  by  Dr.Baumann, 
House  Physician  at  the  New  Haven  Hospital,  New  Haven,  Conn. : 

Case  I. — M.  F.  M.,  Irish,  aged  twenty-five;  single;  painter. 
Was  attacked  April  24,  1885,  with  acute  rhei^matism  in  the 
ankles  and  knees,  and  on  the  25th  it  extended  to  his  shoulders, 
elbows,  and  wrists.  Entered  hospital  this  day;  temperature 
103°  F.  The  pain  was  so  severe  that  the  slightest  movemeot 
caused  great  distress.  No  cardiac  lesions.  Ordered  syrup  of 
hydriodic  acid,  one  teaspoonful,  every  two  hours. 
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28th. — Patient  has  improved  greatly.  Temperature  100^; 
joints  not  so  painful. 

29th — Improvement  continues.     Patient  got  up  to-day. 

May  4th. — He  is  up  and  around  the  wards^  and  has  no  pain  in 
bis  joints.     Treatment  continued. 

5th. — Discharged  cured. 

Case  II. — P.  M.^aged  twenty-two  years;  has  been  under  treat- 
ment in  the  surgical  wards  since  April  28th  for  gluteal  abscess. 
He  had  an  attack  of  rheumatism  in  both  wrists  and  hands^  and 
pain  in  the  chest  and  back.  The  pain  and  swelling  were  so 
severe  that  he  could  not  bear  to  be  touched.  Temperature  100^ 
Ordered  salicin^  grains  xx,  every  three  hours,  and  sodii  bicarb., 
3  ss.,  every  three  hours. 

May  30th — No  marked  improvement,  and  was  transferred  to 
medical  wards.  Salicin  was  stopped  and  he  was  given  syrup  of 
hydriodic  acid,  two  teaspoonfuls  every  two  hours.  Temperature 
101-6°.  Morphine,  hypodermically,  had  to  be  administered 
during  the  night  on  account  of  severe  pain. 

31st. — Pain  diminished;  morphine  not  required.  Tempera- 
ture 101-2°. 

June  1st. — Patient  slept  well  without  the  use  of  anodynes, 
fingers  could  be  moved  without  paiu,  but  the  chest  was  still 
painful. 

2d. — Patient  comfortable;  all  pain  and  inflammation  have  dis- 
appeared. He  fed  himself  for  the  first  time  to-day.  Tempera- 
ture 100°. 

5th. — He  was  transferred  to  a  surgical  ward,  and  syrup 
stopped. 

8th — Temperature  rose  to  100-3°,  and  another  attack  threat- 
ened. He  was  given  the  syrup  in  the  same  dos^s.  Next  day 
temperature  fell  to  normal.  The  syrup  was  continued  a  week, 
and  then  gradually  diminished  and  stopped. 

Remarks. — The  patient  bad  previously  had  several  attacks  of 
rheumatism,  each  lasting  from  two  to  four  weeks.  He  had  a 
mitral  regurgitant  murmur  on  admission. 

The  syrup  was  tried  in  a  number  of  subacute  cases  with  good 
results,  but  was  unsuccessful  in   ;hronic  cases. 
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I  hope  that  I  have  thus  been  able  to  impress  upon  the  minds 
of  ray  readers  the  fact  that,  l>y  the  use  of  the  syrup  of  hydriodic 
acid  in  cases  of  acute  inflammatory  rheumatism,  our  results  will 
be  far  more  satisfactory,  and  our  cases  less  tedious  and  uncertain. 
— Jos.  Oraiffj  M.  D.,  in  N.  Y.  Med.  Journal, 


Various  Applications  op  Muriate  of  Cocaine. — The 
field  ot  usefulness  of  cocaine  aeems  daily  to  enlarge.  Dr.  Barette, 
in  Le  Coneours  M^icalcy  May  23,  1885,  reports  a  series  of  cases 
showing  the  various  modes  of  application  of  this  drug. 

Grynfeld,  of  Montpellier,  had  to  introduce  the  catheter  in  a 
man,  aged  twenty- seven  years,  whose  urethra  was  exceedingly 
sensitive,  infact,  so  irritable  that  the  moment  the  instrument  en- 
tered the  channel  the  sverest  pains  and  a  muscular  spasm  pre- 
vented its  further  introduction.  G.  then  injected  about  one  fluid 
drachm  of  a  five  per  cent,  cocaine  solution  into  the  urethra. 
Immediately  after,  the  instrument  could  be  introduced  with  case 
and  without  giving  rit^e  to  the  least  sensation.  According  to  6., 
the  cocaine  in  these  cases  causes  not  only  perfect  ansesthesia  of  the 
urethra,  but  it  aho  completly  prevents  the  febrile  excitement  due 
to  increased  sensitiveness  of  the  parts,  and,  therefore,  of  reflex 
character. 

A  woman,  iiged  sixty -nine  years,  presented  in  the  bulbar  region 
of  the  urethra  a  very  hard  and  oval  tumor.  The  application  of 
the  metallic  bougie  convinced  G.  of  the  presence  of  a  calculus. 
After  dilatation  of  the  meatus,  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  muriate 
of  cocaine  was  injected  in  to  the  bladder;  and  later  the  same  kind 
of  solution  was  directed  against  the  parts  where  the  calculus  was 
situated.  The  latter  was  surrounded  by  soft  parts.  A  few 
minutes  passed  by,  when  the  soft  parts  could  be  divided  and  the 
calculus  extracted  without  the  patient's  having  experienced  the 
least  annoying  sensation.  Cure  complete.  The  case  indicates 
the  employment  of  cocaine  in  lithotripsy. 

Dr.  Estery,  in  B^darrieux,  was  consulted  by  a  man  set  70, 
who  suS*ered  from  an  epithelioma  of  the  size  of  a  cherry  on  the 
left  jaw.     E.  injected  2  grains  of  cocaine,  disolved  iu  water, 
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under  the  skin,  at  the  base  of  the  tumor.  Five  minutes  later^ 
complete  anaesthesia  had  set  in  within  a  radius  of  one  inch  from 
the  tumor.  The  incision  into  the  skin  and  the  excision  of  the 
malignant  growth  were  performed  without  giving  rise  in  the 
patient  to  any  pain  whatever.  But  when  the  operator  touched 
the  areolar  tissue  below  the  tumor  the  pain  was  decidedly  felt. 
This  case  seems  to  prove  that  that  the  anesthesia,  when  thus  pro- 
duced, does  not  extend  very  far. 

Dr.  Barrette,  however,  cautions  against  too  forcible  injections 
into  the  external  meatus,  and  relates  the  case  of  a  patient  suffer- 
ing from  purulent  discharge,  accompanied  by  excessive  pains,  es- 
pecially at  night.  Other  remedies  having  been  tried  in  vain,  a 
four  per  cent,  solution  of  muriate  of  cocaine  was  resorted  to,  and 
injected  with  great  force  into  the  ear.  A  minute  later  all  pain 
had  ceased,  but  within  about  ten  minutes  the  most  excruciating 
pains  developed  themselves,  and  an  examination  instituted  the 
next  morning  revealed  the  disagreeable  fact  that  a  grave  inflam- 
mation of  a  purulent  character  of  the  inner  ear  had  set  in,  a 
morbid  condition  which  had  not  previously  existed.  Barrette 
also  mentions  some  other  cases  in  literature  where  forcible  in- 
jections of  fluid  into  the  external  auditory  meatus  were  followed 
by  the  gravest  consequence.  The  tympanum  in  these  cases  often 
easily  yields,  and  some  of  the  pus  carried  into  the  inner  ear, 
where  it  at  once  gives  rise  to  the  same  purulent  inflammation 
that  had  existed  more  externally.  As  there  anyhow  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  special  benefit  to  be  derived  from  them,  it  is  better 
to  discard  such  injections  altogether. — Phila.  Med.  and  Surg, 
Reporter. 


Emmett's  Operation. — Dr.  Gustav  Zinke  read  before  the 
American  Medical  Associatoin,  on  "Emmet's  operation:  When 
shall  it  and  when  shall  it  not  be  performed?" 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  general  profession  over  this  operation 
is  so  unbounded  that  any  and  every  cervical  laceration  is  liable 
be  sewed,  up,  whether  there  are  or  are  not  indications  therefor, 
2  8  P. 
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So  far^  enough  experience  has  been  obtained^  approximately,  to 
formulate  indications  for  and  against  the  operaiion. 
Some  of  Dr.  Zinke's  conclusions  are  as  follows: 

1.  It  is  evident  that  the  operation  has  been  done  unnecessarily 
for  symptoms  similar  to^  but  other  than,  those  arising  from 
laceration  of  the  cervix.  Further,  that  it  has  been  done  im- 
perfectly, even  without  preliminary  treatment,  in  many  more; 
and  the  failure  to  give  relief,  as  reported  by  several,  is  due  to 
these  two  causes. 

2.  That  from  our  present  knowledge,  we  cannot,  at  this  time, 
arrive  at  any  definite  conclusion,  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
so-called  consequence  of  laceration  of  the  cervix  uteri  are  not 
settled  beyond  doubt. 

3.  That  everyone  engaged  in  this  department  should  carefully 
select  his  cases,  and  try  every  known  means  to  give  relief  before 
resource  is  had  to  operation. 

4.  The  operation  should  never  be  performed  eo  ipso  in  cases  of 
simple  fissures  or  lacerations  of  first  or  second  degree. 

5.  In  cases  of  eversion  and  disease  of  the  cervical  or  corporeal 
cavity,  or  both,  although  attended  by  hyperplasia  and  displace- 
ment, it  has  been  observed  that  all  symptoms  abated  and  the 
parts  returned  to  their  natural  condition,  and  that  no  laceration 
was  discoverable  after  alleviative  measures  were  instituted  first, 
which  alone  caused  the  parts  to  return  to  a  normal  condition. 

6.  There  are  8ome  eases  of  extensive  lacerations  of  cervix  that 
seldom  give  rise  to  any  inconvenience,  and  that,  therefore  an 
operation  should  be  deferred  until  symptoms  arise  that  will  call 
for  its  performance. 

7.  The  operation,  although  indicated,  should  never  be  per- 
formed until,  by  preparatory  treatment,  the  parts  have  been 
brought  into  a  healthy  condition. 

8.  Near,  and  during  the  climacteric  period,  the  operatiou 
should  be  postponed  as  long  as  possible,  and  the  patient  not 
exposed  to  any  risks,  since  in  many  cases  all  the  symptoms  sub- 
side under  proper  treatment,  and  never  return  on  account  of 
senile  involution. 

9.  The  operation  may  be  performed  with  perfect  propriety  in 
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young  women  as  a  preventive^  if  the  laceration  is  bilateral  and 
extends  up  the  cervioo-vaginal  junction,  or  beyond  it,  even 
though  there  are  no  pathological  changes ;  indeed,  it  seems  to  be 
the  duty  of  everyone  who  observes  a  lesion  to  that  extent,  to 
urge  the  operation. 

10.  The  operation  is  justifiable  in  any  degree  of  laceration, 
and,  in  rare  instances,  even,  in  fissures,  when  there  exists  cicatri- 
cial tissues,  productive  ot  reflex  disturbances,  annoying  in 
character,  and  not  tractable  to  any  other  treatment.  • 

11.  The  operation  is  absolutely  indicated  in  all  extensive  tears  . 
of  the  OS,  in  which  the  cervix  is  everted,  its  mucous  membrane 
and  the  Nabothian  follicles  diseased,  and  especially  if  there  be 
granular  or  cystic  degeneration  present,  yrovided  the  parts  have 
first  been  restored  to  a  herlthy  condition  by  palliative  treatment. 
— Buffalo  Med.  and  Swrg.  Journal. 


Two    OVABIOTOMIES    SUCCESSFULLY    PERFORMED    ON    THE 

Same  Patient.* — M.  A.,  set.  34,  married,  was  admitted  to  the 
surgical  clinic  at  K5nigsberg,  Prussia,  July  7,  1880.  Until  her 
marriage,  five  years  ago,  she  was  in  perfect  health.  Soon  after 
marriage  irr^ular  menstruations  supervened.  They  would  ap- 
pear at  intervals  of  eight  to  ten  days,  and  continue  for  a  like 
period.  Three  and  a  half  years  after  marriage  the  menses  disap- 
peared for  seven  weeks,  when,  after  appearing  irregularly  for  a 
short  time,  ihey  ceased  entirely  during  the  last  four  years.  The 
patient  has  been  conscious  of  an  unpleasant  sensation  in  her  ab- 
domen, but  until  lately  has  not  snfibred  pain.  Eighteen  months 
ago  she  discovered  an  abdominal  tumor,  which  has  been  gradually 
increasing  in  size.  In  last  month  pain  has  confined  her  to  bed 
for  a  week  at  a  time.  She  has  never  been  pregnant.  Patient  is 
robust  and  well-nourished.  Abdomen  distended  by  a  uniform 
swelling ,  greatest  measurement  36}  inches.  Palpation  reveals 
firm,  slightly  uneven  tumor.  Vaginal  examination  does  not  re- 
veal the  presence  of  a  growth.     The  sound  enters  the  cervix 

*  Abstract  of  a  paper  read  bofore  the  American    Medical    Aflsociation, 
April,  1886. 
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uteri  readily^  but  can  be  pushed  into  the  body  only  by  depressing 
the  handles  of  the  instrument.  An  abdominal  tumor  was  diag- 
nosed. The  operation  was  made  July  28,  ISSO,  under  a  spray  of 
salicylic  acid.  The  tumor  sprang  from  the  right  ovary.  A 
drainage-tube  was  inserted  into  the  wound,  which  was  closed  by 
six  quilled  sutures^  including  the  peritoneum^  and  twenty  super- 
ficial sutures.     Lister  dressing. 

Prof.  Baumgarten  described  the  tumor  as  follows:  "Somewhat 
larger  than  ati  adult  head^  and  is  globular  in  shape.  Its  surface 
is  smooth,  and  on  one  side  the  tube  is  attached.  A  section  shows 
it  to  be  an  almost  solid  mass,  from  which,  as  from  an  opened 
honey-comb,  there  oozes,  from  innumerable  orifices,  a  thick 
grayish-white  8ecretio;n.  Micsoscopic  examination  shows  that 
the  tumor  consists  of  cysts,  for  the  most  part  microscopic  in  size, 
the  walls  of  which  are  covered  with  a  single  layer  of  epithelium, 
and  are  filled  with  mucoid  niasses.^^ 

Two  months  after  leaving  the  hospital  at  Konigsberg  she  began 
to  menstruate  regularly.  In  1881  she  emigrated  to  America,  and  . 
remained  till  the  summer  of  1884.  In  the  spring  of  the  previous 
year  she  discovered  an  abdominal  swelling  which  increased  in 
size.  Occasional  severe  abdominal  pains,  accompanied  by  vesical 
and  rectal  tenesmus,  caused  ber  to  seek  her  bed. 

Dr.  Ransohof  first  saw  the  patient  in  October,  1884,  in  follow- 
ing condition :  Rather  robust  woman,  apparently  in  fair  health. 
Abdomen  presents  evidence-  of  first  laparotomy,  appearances  of 
cicatricial  tissue  being  present.  Two  inches  above  the  pubes  an 
ovoid  body  is  felt.  It  measures  an  inch  in  width,  and  more  in 
length,  and  is  attached  loosely  to  the  cicatrix.  The  smooth  sur- 
face of  a  tumor  and  the  absense  of  adhesions  is  established.  The 
tumor  is  central,  and  the  abdomen  presents  a  dome-like  appear- 
ance; measuring,  a  little  below  the  umbilicus,  42  inches.  Palpa- 
tion gives  sensation  of  fluctuation.  Vaginal  examination  shows 
the  cervix  high  up  and  hard  to  reach.  In  the  posterior  cul-de- 
sac  the  vaginal  wall  is  bulged  downward  by  an  elastic  swelling, 
which  is  unconnected  with  the  uterus,  and  by  bi- manual  exami- 
nation is  shown  to  be  apart  of  the  abdominal  tumor. 

In  view  of  the  history  of  the  case  and  the  signs  presented,  the 
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diagnosis  of  multilocular  ovarian  cjst^  with  extensive  pelvic  ad- 
hesions^ was  made,  and  an  operation  advocated.  This  was  done 
November  19^  with  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Palmer,  MoEee^ 
Wilder,  and  Krouse.  An  incision  four  inches  in  length  was 
made  in  the  median  line.  On  dividing  the  peritoneum,  the  typi- 
cal grayish-colored  multilocular  cyst  was  found.  A  pailful  of 
thick,  ropy,  chocolate-  colored  material  escaped  from  the  cyst  on 
tapping  it.  No  pedicle  could  be  found.  The  floor  of  the  sac 
was  so  firmly  adherent  to  the  rectum,  the  body  of  the  uterus^  and 
left  side  of  the  abdominal  wall  above  the  latter,  that  a  separation 
of  these  adhesions  was  wholly  out  of  the  range  of  possibility. 
In  view  of  the  extensive  pelvic  attachments,  it  was  decided  to 
sew  a  portion  of  the  cyst  in  the  abdominal  wound.  A  glass 
drainage-tube  was  inserted,  and  the  wound  covered  with  boraclic 
acid.  An  iodoform  gauze  dressing  was  applied.  Time  of  opera- 
tion, fifty  minutes. 

On  the  third  day  temperature  rose  to  104°,  but  fell  again. 
Patient  gradually  improved  for  lour  weeks,  when  an  abscess 
formed  at  the  left  of  the  wound.  This  was  twice  evacuated. 
The  patient  left  the  hospital  in  ten  weeks  after  the  operation. 
At  this  date,  three  months  afler  the  operation,  the  wound  is  com- 
pletely healed,  and  the  patient  able  to  perform  household  duties. 
Since  the  operation  the  catamenial  flow  has  occurred  four  times, 
each  time  lasting  fromthree  to  five  days. 

The  three  points  the  essayist  thought  the  case  opened  for  dis- 
cussion were:  The  comparative  frequency  of  cystic  disase  in  both 
ovaries,  the  advisability  of  performing  double  ovariotomy  when 
the  disease  in  -one  gland  is  but  little  developed,  and  the  method 
of  treating  the  cyst  by  suture  to  the  abdominal  wall  afler  more  or 
less  of  it  has  been  excised. 

While,  in  the  experience  of  Sir  Spencer  Wells,  both  ovaries 
must  be  removed  in  8  per  cent,  of  cases,  in  that  of  others  it  is 
necessary  in  16  per  cent.  Of  32  cases  of  second  ovariotomies ; 
only  5,  or  15.6  per  cent,  ended  fatally.  In  single  ovariotomy 
Wells  and  Eoeberle  show  a  mortality  of  22  per  cent.  In  double 
ovariotomy  Wells  has  lost  34  per  cent,  while  of  Koeberle's  61 
per  cent,  have  died.      The  author  thought  unless  patient  be  near 
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olimaoterio  period,  or  the  disease  in  the  second  ovary  be  pro- 
nouDcedy  double  ovariotomy  should  not  be  performed.  The 
author  gave  a  tabulated  statement  of  thirty-two  cases  where  a 
second  operation  was  performed. 

The  method  of  treating  the  cyst  by  sewinc:  the  small  part, 
which  could  not  be  removed,  into  the  abdominal  wall,  the  author 
thought  to  be  a  feature  of  the  greatest  practical  importance.  For 
this  procedure  he  ventured  to  suggest  the  name — ventro-  hystor- 
raphy.— /o«q)A  Eanaohof,  M.  JD.,  F.  R.  C.  8.,  in  Phila.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter. 


The  Function  op  the  Thyroid  Gland.— Most  works  on 
physiology  pass  over  the  thyroid  gland  with  a -very  superficial 
mention.  It  is  said  to  exercise  some  part  of  importance  in  fcetal 
life,  no  one  knows  what.  In  extra-foetal  life  it  is  said  to  partially 
atrophy,  and  to  be  merely  a  useless  organ  to  the  adult — rather  worse 
than  useless,  as  in  goitre  it  becomes  inconvenient,  and  sometimes 
dangerous. 

This  shows  how  little  we  know  about  human  physiology. 
Recent  researches  have  shown  that  the  thyroid  gland  has  an  in- 
timate and  all-important  relation  to  the  highest  functions  of  man, 
those  of  his  brain.  The  fact  was  first  developed  by  the  extirpa- 
tion of  the  gland  in  goitre,  a  proceeding  which,  according  to  the 
received  views,  ought  to  be  wholly  indifferent  to  the  economy. 
Such  is  far  from  the  case.  After  the  total  extirpation  of  the 
gland,  the  subjects  steadily  lose  their  mental  vigor;  the  features 
become  heavy;  the  speech  slow  and  dull;  the  muscular  system 
weakens,  and  the  skin  turns  rough,  thick,  and  hard;  in  short,  a 
condition  gradually  supervenes  strikingly  like  that  called  by 
Charcot  myxasdema,  or  the  pachydermatic  cachexia.  They  be- 
come eretins. 

If  ever  so  little  of  the  gland  remains,  it  is  sufficient  to  prevent 
these  changes;  but  its  complete  removal  surely  entails  them. 
Experiments  on  dogs  and  cats  yield  similar  results.  The  animals 
do  not  long  survive,  but  are  attacked  with  convulsions,  somno- 
lence and  paralysis,  which  prove  fatal. 
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Two  theories  have  been  advanced  to  explain  these  changes. 
One  is  that  of  Liebermeister^  who  maintains  that  the  thyroid 
gland  is  the  regulatory  organ  of  the  encephalic  circulationi  and 
that  its  abstraction  throws  this  into  chronic  disorder.  The  other 
is  that  of  Prof.  Bruns,  of  Tubingen.  He  believes  that  the 
thyroid  is  either  a  depuratory  gland  which  excretes  certain  sub- 
stances poisonous  to  the  nervous  system;  or  that  it  fabricates 
certain  substances  indispensable  to  nervous  vigor — which  of  the 
two  be  is  uncertain. 

The  very  important  practical  conclusion  remains  uncontested, 
that  in  all  operations  for  goitre,  a  small  portion  of  the  gland 
should  be  allowed  to  remain. —  PhUa.   Med.  cmd  8\irg.  Reporter. 


Treatment  op  Asthma  by  Pryidine. — Prof.  Germain  S^e 
terminates  a  lecture  on  the  treatment  of  nervo-pulmonary  asthma 
and  cardiac  asthma  with  these  conclusions : 

1.  Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  the  asthma — whether  nerv- 
ous, emphysematous,  or  catarrhal,  whether  primary  or  of  gouty 
or  dartrous  origin — the  iodides  constitute  the  true  curative  agents. 
When  iodism  supervenes,  pyridine  will  come  in  play.  It  should 
be  considered  as  the  most  certain  means  of  curing  the  access.  It 
is  the  best  palliative,  as  iodine  is  the  efficacious  remedy. 

2.  Pyridine  is  superior  to  the  injection  of  morphine.  Its  ac- 
tion is  more  durable  and  much  more  inoffensive. 

3.  In  a  case  of  nervous  asthma  the  access  may  thus  be  stopped 
completely.  In  grave  asthma  complicated  with  permanent  pul- 
monary lesions,  the  duration  of  the  treatment  should  continue 
for  eight  or  ten  days,  in  order  to  insure  the  permanency  of  the 
result.  When  there  is  cardiac  asthma,  with  or  without  renal  dis- 
ease or  dropsy,  pyridine  can  still  render  the  greatest  service  in 
combating  the  most  persistent  and  the  most  painful  symptoms 
which  torment  the  cardiac  patient — that  is  to  say,  oppression, 
whether  continouus  or  paroxysmal. 

Pyridine  is  a  product  of  combustion  of  organic  matter,  and  is 
thought  to  be  the  curative  agent  in  the  smoke  derived  from 
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asthma  cigarettes,  pastilles,  etc.  It  is  a  colorless  liquid,  with  a 
penetrating  odor,  and  the  method  of  administration  recommended 
is  to  pour  some  out  upon  a  plate  in  a  small  room  and  inhale  the 
vapor,  three  times  a  day,  for  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  at  a 
time. 

The  physiological  effects  of  pyridine  are  quite  positive,  reduc- 
ing the  reflex  excitability  of  the  spinal  cord  and  of  the  respira- 
tory center  of  the  medulla,  and  when  inhaled  it  soon  appears  in 
the  urine.  It  causes  marked  somnolence  without  loss  of  intelli- 
gence and  without  insensibility,  therefore  differing  decidedly 
from  the  effects  of  chloroform  and  ether. — Bull.  Gin.  de  Thira" 
peuiique. 


Tannate  of  Mercury.  Its  Use  in  the  Treatment  op 
Syphilis. — Dr.  G.  H.  Tildon,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Boston 
Society  for  Medical  Improvement  {Boat.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.) 
showed  a  specimen  of  the  tannate  of  mercury  which  has  recently 
been  employed  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  having  been  first 
used  lor  this  purpose  by  Lustgarten.  The  drug  consists  of  a 
coarse  granular  powder,  of  a  greenish  color,  inert  and  tasteless. 
It  is  unaffected  by  acid  solutions,  but  is  decomposed  by  dilute 
solutions  of  the  alkalies,  the  action  of  which  causes  the  formation 
of  mercury  in  a  very  finely  divided  state,  a  fact  which  can  be 
verified  by  the  microscope.  The  theory  of  its  action  is  that  as  it 
passes  through  the  stomach  the  secretions  are  acid^  and  it  is 
unchanged  until  it  reaches  the  intestine,  when  the  normally  alka- 
line secretions  cause  its  decomposition  and  the  metallic  mercury, 
which  is  set  free,  is  absorbed.  The  reports  of  its  eflBcacy  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis  are  very  favorable,  and  its  use  is  apparently 
attended  with  uncommon  freedom  from  any  of  the  ordinary  bad 
effects  due  to  the  administration  of  mercury,  such  as  salivation 
and  gastric  or  intestinal  irritation.  The  dose  is  about  a  grain, 
and  it  should  not  be  combined  with  alkalies  or  the  iodide  of 
potash,  the  former  causing  its  premature  decomposition,  while 
the  latter  combines  with  it  to  produce  the  iodide  of  mercury,  a 
much  more  irritating  and  powerful  preparation  than  the  tannate. 
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OsMfc  Acid  in  the  Treatment  op  Neuralgia. — Schapiro 
{"St.  Petersb.  Med,  Woch.^^)  summarizes  the  results  met  with  by 
a  number  of  observers  in  the  use  of  injections  of  osmic  acid  for 
the  relief  of  various  forms  of  neuralgia^  and  gives  the  details  of 
his  experiencei  which  relates  to  eight  cases:  1.  A  woman,  thirty- 
eight  years  old,  was  cured  of  a  neuralgia  of  the  second  and  third 
branches  of  the  right  trigeminus  by  twelve  injections.  2.  A 
woman,  fifty -two  years  old,  was  cured  of  neuralgia  of  the  same 
branches  by  twenty  injections.  3.  A  woman,  thirty-eight  years 
old,  with  neuralgia  of  the  first  and  second  branches  of  the  lefl 
trigeminus,  was  improved  by  ten  injections.  4.  A  woman, 
thirty-six  years  old,  was  cured  of  neuralgia  of  the  second  and 
third  branches  of  the  right  trigeminus  by  one  injection.  5.  In 
the  case  of  a  woman  thirty-three  years  old,  with  neuralgia  of  the 
occipital  nerve  and  both  trigemini,  one  injection  seemed  to  in- 
crease the  severity  of  a  moderate  paroxysm,  and  she  declined  the 
further  use  of  the  remedy.  6.  A  man,  sixty  years  old,  with 
neuralgia  of  the  second  and  third  branches,  of  the  right  trige- 
minus, was  improved  by  twelve  injections.  7.  A  man,  sixty 
years  old,  was  cured  of  a  neuralgia  of  the  first  and  third  branches 
of  the  ri^ht  trigeminus  by  eight  injections.  8.  A  man,  fifty- 
three  years  old,  was  cured  of  a  neuralgia  of  the  second  and  third 
brances  of  the  right  trigeminus  by  six  injections.  Momentary 
faintness  followed  the  injection  in  one  instance,  but  he  states  that, 
with  that  exception,  he  has  observed  no  unfavorable  eflTects. — N. 
F.  Med.  Journal. 


The  International  Medical  Congress: — In  spite  of  the 
wholesale  declinations  of  appointments  made  by  the  Chicago 
Committee,  and  the  wholesale  condemnation  by  the  medical  press 
both  of  this  country  and  England,  the  '^  Father  of  the  American 
Medical  Association '^  stands  unmoved,  and  through  the  columns 
of  his  journal  pours  volleys  of  invective  on  the  malcontents.  He 
refuses  to  admit,  or  to  see,  that  either  the  Association  or  its  com- 
mittee has  committed  an  error  in  its  conduct  of  the  matter.  In 
the  meantime  the   breach  is  widening,  and  the  course  of    the 
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Journal  makes  it  weekly  more  improbable  that  the  meeting  at 
St.  Louis  next  year  will  do  aught  to  restore  harmony  in  the  pro- 
fession.    What  will  the  harvest  be? — Medieal  Age. 

[Welly  we  think  that  with  ample  time  to  get  rid  of  all  the 
chaffy  if  the  grand  old  medical  patriarch  is  spared  us  to  continue 
his  threshing,  the  good  year  1887  will  bring  us  many  sound 
grains  of  medical  truth  and  progress. — Ed.J 


Tbeatment  op  the  Thirst  op  Fevers — Surgeon-Major  8. 
K.  Cotter  gives,  in  the  Indian  Medical  Gazette,  what  seems  to  be 
a  valuable  hint  in  the  treatment  of  the  thirst  of  fevers,  a 
thirst  which  is  usually  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  demands 
of  the  system  for  fluids.  A  patient  sufiering  from  enteric 
fever  was  awakened  every  ten  minutes  by  the  dryness  of  his  ton- 
gue, which  was  parched  and  covered  with  sordes.  The  tongue 
was  painted  with  glycerin,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  first  trial,  sleep 
was  maintained  for  two  hours;  when  the  patient  awoke  his  tongue 
was  again  painted  and  with  a  similar  result.  The  doctor  ven- 
tures several  theories  to  account  for  this  favorable  action,  but 
neglects  to  refer  to  the  strong  affinity  of  glycerin  for  water,  which, 
doubtless,  explains  its  favorable  action. — Med  Age. 


The  Medical  Record  intimates  that  the  best  way  to  kill  homoe- 
opathy is  to  absorb  it.  Any  attempt,  it  says,  on  the  part  of  a 
body  of  physicians  to  combine  to  try  to  take  away  the  right  of 
the  individual  to  consult  with  whom  he  pleases,  will  fail  in  the 
future  as  it  has  done  in  the  past.  The  best  way  is  to  show  the 
people  that  rational  medicine  is  the  best,  and  includes  all  the  good 
in  homoeopathy  or  any  other  pathy. — Med.Age,  {Oorrect!) 


Prop.  Parvin  states  that  during  labor,  and  the  subsequent 
eight  days,  a  woman  loses  one-fifth  of  her  total  weight,  but  this 
loss  is  soon  compensated,  and  by  the  seventh  week  she  weighs  as 
much  as  before. — College  and  Clinical  Record. 
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A  Treatise  on  Amputations  of  the  Extremities  and  their  Com- 
plications. By  B.  A.  Watson,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Jersey  City  Charity  Hospital;  to  St.  Francis's,  and  to  Christ's 
Hospital  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Fellow  of  the  American  Surgical 
Association;  Permanent  Member  of  the  N.  Y.  Pathological 
Society;  Member  of  the  N.  Y.  Neurologii^al  Society;  Member  of 
the  New  Jersey  Microscopical  Society,  etc.  Illustrated  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Engravings  and  two  full-page  plates.  8  vo. 
Cloth.     Philadelphia,  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  1885. 

Dr.  Watson  has  made  a  very  systematic  and  useful  book,  and 
a  very  accurate  one.  Indeed,  we  do  not  recollect  having  anywhere 
seen  condensed  in  so  concise  and  yet  satisfactory  a  shape,  the 
methods  and  facts  regarding  Amputations  of  the  Extremities. 
The  study  of  each  subject  is  thorough. 

While  the  work  will  find  its  highest  appreciation  from  those 
who  are  engaged  in  Surgery,  there  is  a  great  deal  which  will 
prove  interesting  and  valuable  to  the  general  practitioner, 

Particularly  would  we  call  attention  to  Chapter  I,  "  History 
of  Amputations.^'  The  Author  has  certainly  embodied  all  the 
known  facts,  from  the  early  science  and  art  as  practised  in  Egypt 
to  the  present  day.    This  portion  of  the  work  reads  like  a  novel. 

Unlike  most  treatises  of  the  kind,  this  volume  has  a  Chapter 
of  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  devoted  to  the  '*  Selection 
and  application  of  Artificial  Limbs.  No  work  that  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  is  so  full  and  complete  on  this  subject.  It  is  cer- 
tainly desirable  that  Surgeons  should  be  in  accord  on  these  points, 
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that  they  may  endeavor  during  tlie  whole  management  of  a  case  to 
secure  the  most  desirable  results.  It  is  universally  admitted  that 
the  best  stumps  are  those  which  are  the  most  servicable  and  least 
troublesome;  and  consequently,  a  practical  test  of  their  value  will 
be  found  in  the  ability  of  the  patient  to  wear  without  pain  or  in- 
convenience to  himself  an  artificial  limb^  which  possesses  the 
highest  possible  degree  of  utility. 

In  a  word,  we  have  such  a  high  appreciation  of  the  work,  we 
would  not  do  without  it. 

Second  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  the  State 
OF  Tennessee.  October,  1880— -December,  i884.  Published  by 
authority.  Edited  by  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  LL. 
D.,  Secretary.  8  vo.,  cloth.  Albert  B.  Tavel,  printer  to  the 
State,   1885. 

This  is  a  volume  of  six  hundred  pages. 

It  has  a  good  articU  on  School  Hygiene  by  D.  F.  Wright,  M. 
D.;  Vital  Statistics  by  J.  D.  Plunket,  M.  D.,  President  of  the 
Board. ;  Report  of  P.  D.  Sims,  M.  D.,  on  Prisons  in  Tennessee; 
Natural  Divisions  of  Tennessee  in  their  Relation  to  Disease,  by 
J.  M.  SaflTord,  M.  D. ;  Ozone  and  its  Relation  to  Public  Health, 
is  discussed. 

It  has  a  splendid  index.  The  Report  shows  that  the  State 
Board  of  Health  is  capable  of  doing  good  practical  work. 

The  book,  however,  is  too  big.  The  Report  we  presume  is  for 
the  people,  and  there  is  much  printed  matter  here  that  is  unneces- 
sary, and  will  prevent  the  reading  of  that  which  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  public. 

Tennesseans  in  this  respect  do  not  care  for  a  bc^ok,  but  they 
want  to  know  what  the  State  Board  is  doing  for  their  welfare. 
If  the  report  had  been  boiled  down  to  one-half  its  present  volume, 
that  in  it  which  would  be  profitable  would  have  been  read. 

There  are  several  other  good  papers  not  mentioned  in  this 
notice,  but  one  gets  frightened  in  reading  through  so  many 
routine  motions  and  circulars,  and  papers  of  mutual  commenda- 
tion, to  find  them.  The  type  is  good,  but  there  are  a  few  typo- 
graphical errors. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REVIEWS  AND  BOOK   NOTICES.  425 

The  Board  in  its  present  and  original  organization  is  in  accord 
with  the  spirit,  but  not  the  letter  of  the  law.  Of  the  three 
physicians  from  Middle  Tennessee,  who  in  the  language  of  the 
original  act  should  "  have  been  engaged  in  practice  not  less  than 
ten  years,^^  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  one  at  least  has  not  been 
engaged  in  practice  a  single  day. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Science  and  Practice  of  Midwifery.  By 
W.  S.  Playfair,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Professor  of  Obstetric 
Medicine  in  King's  College,  London,  etc.  New  (fourth)  Ameri- 
can edition,  revised  by  the  Author.  Edited,  with  additions,  by 
Robert  P.  Harris,  M.  D.  In  one  handsome  octavo  volume  of 
about  700  pages,  with  183  illustrations  and  three  plates.  Cloth, 
$4;  leather,  $5;  half  Russia,  $5.50.  Lea  Bros.  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
Philadelphia,  1885. 

No  one  book  has  given  more  satisfaction  to  Teachers  than 
Playfair's  Midwifery,  and  we  conscienciously  recommend  it  as 
par  excdlence,  the  book  of  all  others  for  the  student.  It  is  of 
convenient  size,  yet  while  its  treatment  of  the  various  subjects 
embraced  in  its  scope  is  concise  and  plain,  compact  and  condensed, 
it  is  also  full  and  comprehensive,  and  its  discussions  and  descrip- 
tions are  sufi&ciently  elaborate  to  give  a  very  intelligible  idea  of 
them.  It  certainly  is  a  most  admirable  exposition  of  the  science 
and  practice  of  Midwifery,  and  the  notes  and  additions  of  the  Ame- 
rican edition  by  one  so  well  and  favorably  known  for  his  studious 
researches  in  Obstetrics,  are  of  great  value,  and  bring  the  work 
up  to  the  latest  period,  even  in  an  American  view.  He  has  ad- 
ded the  new  forms  of  CsBsarean  operation  devised  in  Germany, 
the  experiences  in  Berlin  of  Hicks'  method  of  treating  placenta 
prsBvia,  the  latest  American  statistics  in  Csesarean  section  and 
laparo-elytrotomy,  the  latest  Porro  statistics,  etc.,  etc.  His  addi- 
tions are  enclosed  in  brackets. 

The  author  has  fully  revised  the  whole  work  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  preceding  edition,  and  the  chapter  on  "  Conception 
and  Generation"  has  in  great  part  been  re- written,  so  as  to  incor- 
porate the  most  recent  advances  in  embryology. 
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A  Text-Book  of  Medical  Physics.  For  the  use  of  Students  and 
'  Practitioners  of  medicine,  by  John  C.  Draper,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physics  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  New  York,  and  of  Natural  History  and 
Physiology  in  the  College  of  New  York.  Author  of  a  "Text-book 
on  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,"  and  "Practical  Labora- 
tory Course  on  Medical  Chemistry."  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  733,  with 
377  illustrations.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia, 
1885. 

As  showing  the  scope  of  this  excellent  work,  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  author's  preface : 

''The  fact  that  a  knowledge  of  Physics  is  indispensable  to  a 
thorough  uoderatanding  of  Medicine  has  not  been  as  fully  real- 
ized in  this  country  as  in  Europe,  where  the  admirable  works  of 
Desplats  andGariel,  of  Robertson, and  numerous  German  writers 
constitute  a  branch  of  educational  liten^re  to  which  we  can 
show  no  parallel.  A  full  appreciation  of  this  the  author  trusts 
will  be  sufficient  justification  for  placing  in  book  form  the  sub- 
stance of  his  lectures  on  this  department  of  science,  delivered 
during  many  years  at  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Bro idly  speaking,  this  work  aims  to  impart  a  knowledge  of 
the  relations  existing  between  Physics  and  Medicine  in  their 
latest  state  of  development,  and  to  embody  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
object  whatever  experience  the  author  hi^  gained  during  a  long 
period  of  teaehin;^;  this  special  branch  of  applied  science.'' 

The  work  U  designed  as  a  manual  for  the  Student  of  Medicine, 
and  as  an  auxilliary  to  his  other  t€xt-books,  and  will  be  partic- 
ularly useful  and  of  great  value  to  all  practitioners  who  have 
neglected  a  satisfactory  study  of  physics. 

The  Technology  of  Bacteria  Investigation.  By  Dr.  C.  S. 
DoLLEY.  Concise  direction  for  the  Study  of  Bacteria,  their  Cul- 
ture, Staining,.  Inoculation,  Mounting,  etc.,  according  to  the 
methods  employed  by  the  most  eminent  Microbists.  i  vol.  i2mo. 
Cloth,  S.  E.  Cassino  &  Co.,  41  Arch  Street,  Boston,  publish- 
ers, 1885. 

There  is  nothing  as  yet  in  English,  or  in  fact  in  any  language, 
that  gives  the  physician  and  investigator  the  methods  employed 
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by  such  men  as  Pasteur,  Koch,  Eriich,  Weigertz,  etc.,  and  it  is 
believed  a  book  giving  concise  directions  where  to  look  for  and 
how  to  study  the  different  forms,  especially  those  having  a  path- 
ogenic significance,  will  be  gladly  welcomed,  es[)ecially  at  this 
time  when  there  is  such  widespread  interest  in  the  etiology  of 
certain  infectious  diseases.  It  is  also  hoped  that  the  publication 
of  this  work  wilt  stimulate  original  work  among  American  in- 
vestigators in  this  department,  as  heretofore  by  far  the  greater 
amount  of  work  has  been  done  by  Europeans.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  the  work:  General  intraductory  remarks;  Chap- 
ter I.,  Microscopical  Preparations ;  Chapter  II.,  Study  of  Bac- 
teria by  culture;  Chapter  III.,  Caccination  Method  of  Studying 
Bacteria,  Anthracis,  Chicken  Cholera,  Bacillus  of  Tuberculosis; 
Chapter  IV.,  Study  of  Bacteria  by  Biological  Analysis;  Chapter 
v.,  FormulsB,  etc. 

The  work  will  be  sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  $2.00  by  the  pub- 
lishers.    It  is  also  for  sale  by  A.  Setllff,  of  this  city. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Urinary  and  Renal  Diseases,  including 
Urinary  Deposits,  illustrated  by  numerous  cases  and  engravings. 
By  Wllliam  Roberts,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  London;  Professor  of  Medicine  at  the 
Victoria  University;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary.  Assisted  by  Robert  Maguire,  M.  D.,  Lon- 
don, Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London; 
Physician  to  out-patients,  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  London ;  etc. ,  etc. 
Fourth  edition.  8  vo.  Cloth,  pp.  628,  illustrated.  Lea  Bros.  & 
Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia,  1885. 

This  is  one  of  those  works  which  no  good  physician's  or  sur- 
geon's library  should  be  without.  The  well-known  ability  of  its 
distinguished  author,  his  recognized  standing  as  an  authority 
upon  renal  affections,  give  it  an  unquestioned  value  to  the  pro* 
fessional  reader. 

An  entire  revision  has  been  given  it  by  Dr.  Maguire,  and  the 
author  has  almost  entirely  re-written  the  articles  on  albuminuria 
and  micro-organisms  in  the  urine. 

The  practical  aim  of  the  work  has  been  steadily  kept  in  view; 
and  no  alterations  or  additions  have  been  permitted  which  are  not 
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designed  to  embrace  the  clinical  value  of  the  book.  Nevertheless 
an  endeavor  has  been  made  to  give  full  references  to  pathological 
researches,  with  a  view  of  facilitating  the  labors  of  specia] 
workers. 

Text- Book  of  Physiology.  By  Michael  Foster,  M.  D.,  F.  R  S., 
Professor  of  Physiology  in  Cambridge  University,  England. 
Third  American  from  the  fourth  English  edition,  with  notes  and 
additions  by  E.  T.  Reichert,  M.  D.  In  one  liandsome  royal 
i2mo.  volume  of  over  looo  pages,  with  about  300  illustrations. 
Cloth,  $3.25;  leather,  $3  75.  Lea  Bros  &  Co.,  PubHshers,  Phil- 
adelphia, 1885. 

Of  all  the  physiological  works  yet  published,  none  have  pre- 
sented the  subject  in  a  clearer  and  more  attractive  manner. 
While  sufiSciently  elaborate  for  a  complete  and  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  science,  yet  it  is  concise  and  compact,  making  it 
in  every  way  a  most  desirable  book  for  the  student.  So  much  so, 
that  we  feel  no  hesitation  in  making  the  assertion  that  it  has  been 
introduced  in  every  Medical  School  of  any  standing  where  the 
English  language  is  used. 

The  latest  researches  in  zoology  and  comparative  anatomy  are 
embraced,  as  well  as  a  thorough  consideration  of  all  the  latest 
discoveries  in  physiological  chemistry,  and  the  experiments  in 
localization  of  Ferrier  and  others. 

Numerous  additions,  corrections,  and  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  Third  American  edition,  and  in  its  present  form  the 
book  is  as  perfect  as  can  be  made. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Practical  Chemistry  and  Quali* 
tative  Inorganic  Analysis.  By  Frank  Clowes,  D.  Sc, 
London,  Senior  Science- Master  at  the  High  School,  Newcasde- 
under-Lyme,  etc.  Specially  adapted  for  use  in  the  Laboratories  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  and  by  beginners.  Third  American  from 
the  fourth  and  revised  English  edition.  In  one  very  handsome 
royal  12  mo.  volume  of  about  400  pages,  with  about  50  illustra 
tions.  Cloth,  $2.50.  Lea  Bros.  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia, 
1885. 

The  demand  for  four  editions^  of  this  work  proves  the  success 
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of  Professor  Clowes'  effort  to  provide  a  simple^  concise  and  trust- 
worthy guide  to  qualitative  analysis.  The  use  and  preparation  of 
apparatus,  and  the  directions  for  working  have  been  so  fully  and 
clearly  detailed  that  the  book  is  admirably  adapted  not  only  to 
relieve  the  teacher  of  unnecessary  labor,  but  also  to  answer  all 
the  requirements  of  self-instruction. 

In  presenting  it  to  the  chemical  teachers  and  students  of  Amer- 
ica, the  author  expresses  a  hope  that  he  has  succeeded  in  his 
attempt  to  provide  a  systematic,  intelligible  and  fully-equipped 
laboratory  guide  and  text-book. 

Clinical  Studies  on  Diseasesof  the  Eye,  including  those  of  Ihe^Con- 
junctiva,  Cornea,  Sclerotic,  Iris  and  Ciliary  Body.  By.  Dr. 
Ferdinand  Ritter  von  Arlt,  Professor  of  Opthalmology  in 
Vienna.  Translated  by  Lyman  Ware,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Illinois  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary;  OphtHalmic  Surgeon 
to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  and  to  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asy- 
lum, Chicago.  8  vo.  Cloth,  pp.  325.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  & 
Co.,  1012  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Publishers,  1885. 

No  one  can  claim  a  greater  degree  of  Clinical  experience  than 
the  eminent  and  venerable  author  of  this  volume^  whose  work  will 
prove  of  great  value  to  the  general  practitioner  and  the  moat  ex- 
perienced specialist.  It  is  not  intended  as  a  text-book|  but  rather 
for  practitioners.  The  practical  experience  of  almost  forty  years 
continuous  work  in  opthalmology  so  graphically  and  lucidly  con- 
densed in  these  pages  cannot  but  prove  most  valuable. 

The  translator  has  prepared  the  work  well^  making  mention  in 
the  proper  places,  in  parenthesep,  of  the  new  local  ansBSthetic^ 
which  has  attracted  so  great  a  furore  in  the  few  months  succeeding 
the  publication  of  the  German  edition. 

Inebriism:  A  Pathological  and  Psychological  Study.  By  T. 
L.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Cure  of  Inebriates.  i2mo.  Cloth,  pp.  222.  Published  for 
the  Author  by  Wm.  G.  Hubbard,  Columbus,  O.,  1885. 

In  this  little  monograph^  the  author  treats  very  thoroughly  of 
alcohol;  its  immediate,  as  well  as  its  remote  impressions,  as  they 
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affect  the  integrity  of  the  intellect  of  mankind.  It  is  intended, 
rather  for  popular  reading,  but  any  professional  man  will  find 
matters  of  interest  in  its  pages. 

The  work  is  for  sale  by  the  Author.  Address  Dr.  T.  L.  Wright, 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  Price,  $1.25.  Send  Draft,  Express  Order, 
Postal  Order,  or  Postal  Note,  and  receive  book  by  mail  free. 

Poisons,  Their  Effects  and  Detection  :  A  manual  for  the  use  of 
Analytical  Chemists  and  Experts, 'with  an  introductory  essay  on  the 
growth  of  Modem  Toxicology.  By  Alexander  Wynton  Blyth, 
M.  R.  C.  S.,  F.  C.  S.,  etc.  Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of 
Devon;  Medical  officer  of  Health  and  Public  Analyst  for  St 
Marylebone.  With  tables  and  illustrations.  Vol.  ii.  Cloth,  8 
vo.  pp.  334.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and  58  Lafay. 
ette  Place,  New  York,  1885. 

A  cursory  examination  even^  satisfies  one  with  the  exoellenoe 
of  Dr.  Blyth^  book,  and  is  convincing  that  Wood's  Standard 
Library  still  maintains  its  uniform  excellence. 

The  various  poisons,  both  organic  and  inorganic  are  fully  and 
very  ably  considered,  their  effects  plainly  cited,  both  on  man  and 
animaln,  physiological,  therapuetical  and  toxical.  Their  detection 
is  made  quite  clear  and  plain,  both  as  regards  the  post-mortem 
appearances  of  the  individual,  and  the  chemical  reactions  to  be 
observed. 

Appendix  A,  is  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  Blood  Stains  and 
examination  of  the  Blood;  Appendix  B,  the  treatment,  by  anti- 
dotes or  otherwise  of  cases  of  poisoning,  alphabetically  arranged. 
The  antidotes  and  remedies  printed  in  heavy  faced  type,  so  that 
they  can  be  noted  at  even  a  hurried  glance. 

Renal  and  Urinary  Affections.  By  W.  Howship  Dickinson,  M- 
D.,  Cantab.,  F.  R,  C.  P.,  Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Medi- 
cine at  St.  George's  Hospital;  Consulting  Ph)rsician  to  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children;  etc.,  etc.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers, 56  and  58  LaFayette  Place,  New  York.  8  vo-  Cloth, 
pp.  343"     Illustrated.     1885. 

To  the  excellent  monograph  on  Albuminria,  which  appeared 
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in  Wood^s  Standard  Library  for  1881,  Dr.  Dickibson  has  added 
another  equally  valuable  treatise  on  Miscellaneous  Affections  of 
the  Kidneys  and  Urine,  which  is  placed  before  the  medical  public 
as  the  August  number  of  the  current  series.  It  is  a  most  valuable 
work  for  the  practicing  physician,  and  frequent  xeference  to  its 
pages  will  amply  repay,  when  treating  the  complex  and  serious 
disorders  peculiar  to  the  renal  organs. 

In  one  place  the  author  has  very  carefully  considered  the  struc- 
tural alterations  of  the  kidneys,  and  the  results  they  produce; 
and  in  another  the  leading  alterations  of  the  urine,  with  the 
changes  to  which  they  are  due.  Many  subjects  have  thus  been 
shown  from  two  points  of  view,  and  a  certain  amount  of  repeti- 
tion entailed;  but  not  otherwise  could  the  mutual  relations  as 
well  as  the  individual  characteristics  of  the  several  disorders  be 
presented. 

Urinary  and  Renal  Derangements  and  Calculous  Disorders, 
Hints  on  Diagnosis  and  Treatment.  By  Lionel  S.  Beale,  M. 
D.,  F.  R.  S.,  F.R.  C.  P.,  Professor  of  Principles  aad  Practice  of 
Medicine,  etc.,  in  King's  College,  London;  Physician  to  King's 
College  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  i2rao.  Cloth,  pp.  356.  P.  Blakis- 
ton,  Son  &  Ca>  1012  Walnut  St,  Philadelphia,  Publishers,  1885. 
Price  $1.75. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  among  the  many  medical 
publications  issued  during  the  year  1885,  none  will  prove  more 
useful  to  the  general  practitioner  than  this  most  excellent  little 
work  of  Dr.  Beale. 

After  a  very  full  and  satisfactory  consideration  of  the  urinary 
organs  and  urine  in  health  and  disease,  the  author  discusses 
Urinary  Deposits ;  substances  in  solution  not  found  in  healthy 
urine,  and  urinary  calculi  and  calculous  disorders. 

The  American  edition  is  published  simultaneously  with  the 
London  edition,  by  special  arrangement  between  the  author  and 
the  enterprising  publishers. 

We  think  so  much  valuable  information  as  contained  in  this 
volume  worthy  of  an  index. 
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Cholera:  Its  Origin,  History,  Causation,  Symptoms,  Lesions, 
Prevention,  and  Treatment.  By  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  Professor  Emeritus  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  pp.  164.  Cloth.  Lea  Bros. 
&  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia,  1885. 

The  proraineuce  that  has  been  awakened  by  the  occurrence  of 
Cholera  in  Egypt  and  Southern  Europe  during  the  present  and 
immediately'  preceding  summers^  makes  a  monograph  on  the 
subject  of  peculiar  value;  and  more  especially  so  when  it  is  from 
the  hands  of  so  able  and  experienced  a  clinicien  as  Prof.  Stills. 
The  author  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  specific  nature  of  the  disease ; 
that  it  never  originates  de  novo;  and  that  an  eflScient  quarantine 
is  essential  in  its  prevention. 


^ditarml. 


William  K.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., — Obituary.  Died 
at  Monteagle,  August  6th,  1885,  Dr.  W.  K.  Bowling  aged  77 
years. 

The  many  friends  of  this  distinguished  and  eminent  physician 
were  greatly  shocked  to  learn  of  his  sudden  and  unexpected 
death  chronicled  in  the  daily  journals  of  Nashville,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  ult. 

The  following  sketch  of  his  life  is  taken  from  the  Biographical 
Dictionary  of  Contemporary  American  Physicians  and  SurgeonSf 
edited  by  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  and  published  in  1880. 

"  Bowling,  W.  K.,  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Va.,  June 
6th,  1808.  In  1810  taken  to  North  Kentucky— fifth  of  ten 
children,  and  the  middle  brother  of  seven-  educated  privately  by 
excellent  tutors,  and  among  them  three  authors  of  books.  He 
devoted  his  subsequent  life  to  the  improvement  of  that  education. 
Studied  medicine  with  Lyman  Martin,  M.  D.,  of  Owen  County, 
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Ky.;  attended  his  fii*6t  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  College 
of  Ohio,  in  1830.  Continuing  his  medical  studies  he  revisited 
Cincinnati  in  the  autumn  of  1835,  and  became  a  student  of  medi- 
cine in  the  Medical  Department  of  Cincinnati  College,  better 
known  as  Drake's  school,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1836.  He  commenced  practice  in  Logan  County,  Kentucky, 
known  then  as  the  southern  portion  of  the  Green  River  country, 
near  the  Tennessee  line ;  here  be  set  up  a  medical  college  in  a 
cave,  and  filled  all  the  professorships  himself;  was  returned  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Kentucky  for 
Logan  County,  in.  1849,  and  there  laid  the  corner-stone  of  public 
iustruction  in  that  State.  In  1861  founded  at  Nashville  the 
Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  sustained  it  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  The  same  year  assisted  in  founding  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville,  and  was 
elected  by  his  colleagues  Professor  of  the  practice  and  institutes 
of  medicine.  In  the  following  ten  years  he  taught  from  that 
chair  more  than  three  thousand  medical  students,  an  achievement 
without  precedent  in  professorial  annals.  In  1853  delivered  the 
oration  upon  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  first 
Public  School  building  in  Nashville.  In  1856  elected  third  vice- 
president  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  In  1861  sent  as 
peace  embassador  from  the  republic  of  Tennessee  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  In  1867  elected 
first  vice-president  of  the  American  Medical  association.  In 
1873  elected  by  the  medical  editors  of  the  United  States  president 
of  the  American  Association  of  Medical  Editors.  In  1874  elec- 
ted president  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  His  contri- 
butions to  medicine  are  principally  contained  in  the  journal  be- 
fore mentioned,  where  he  was  never  negative  but  definitely  ag- 
gressive or  defensive  concerning  all  things  pertaining  to  his 
profession  during  twenty-five  years.  In  1876  appointed  by  the 
International  Medical  Congress  one  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  Ever  since  his  graduation  has  been 
and  is  yet  an  active  practitioner  of  medicine.  Upon  retiring 
from  the  Medical  Journal  in  1875,  his  publisher  said  of  him  in 
his  paper  that  ''  Dr.  Bowling  had  never  kept  the  printer  waiting 
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for  copy  or  money/'  and  the  greatest  living  medical  critic  in  his 
journal  said  of  him — ''A  man  of  genius  as  well  as  learning,  of 
the  true  poetic  temperament,  he  has  written  some  of  the  most 
brilliant  articles  in  our  medical  annals/'  In  1837  he  married 
Mrs.  Melissa  Cheatham  nee  Melissa  Saunders/' 

In  1877  he  was  transferred  from  the  chair  of  Practice  and 
Principles  of  Medicine  to  that  of  ^'  Ethical  Medicine  and  Mala- 
rial Diseases,  which  he  occupied  during  that  and  the  succeeding 
session  in  the  school  which  he  had  helped  to  found,  and  for  which 
he  had  labored  so  long,  so  faithfully  and  so  well. 

In  1879  he  was  tendered  and  occupied  jointly  with  the  present 
occupant  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the 
Medical  department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  and  elected 
'*  Emeritus  "in  1884. 

In  the  January  (1882)  number  of  this  Journal,  appeared  a 
brief  biographical  sketch  of  him  prepared  by  J.  Berrien  Lindsley, 
M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  who  was  associated  with  him  in  founding  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville,  in  1861^ 
and  who  at  the  time  of  its  publication  was  professor  of  Chemistry 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 
The  sketch  concludes  as  follows: 

"Dr.  Bowling  is  now,  (1880-8 1), senior  Professor  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Tennessee,  and  one  might  think,  therefore, 
in  opposition  to  the  work  of  his  life,  but  nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  fact.  The  Vanderbilt  University  was  an  assured  crea- 
tion. One  of  the  conditions  was  that  it  must  have  a  medical 
department,  and  another  medical  school  in  so  small  a  town,  with 
many,  was  not  a  pleasant  anticipation.  In  the  face  of  Dr.  B,'s 
earnest  protestations  the  literary  department  of  the  University  of 
Nashville  succumbed  before  the  advancing  shadow  of  a  rival. 
Dr.  B.  opposed  all  entangling  alliances  of  the  medical  depart- 
ments of  the  two  Universities.  A  proposition  came  from  new 
members  of  the  faculty  for  an  amicable  arrangement  with  the 
three  remaining  founders  of  the  school,  having  for  its  object  their 
retirement ;  they  having  served  out  the  term  of  twenty-two  years 
for  which  they  were  engaged  with  the  trustees  in  the  beginning, 
upon  condition  that  the  trustees  would  bind  themselves  not  in 
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Uny  way  to  interfere  with  the  faculty  daring  that  period,  but 
leave  its  members  a  law  unto  themselves.  The  junior  members 
of  the  faculty  honorably  complied  with  all  the  conditions  agreed 
upon,  Drs.  Bowling,  J.  B.  Lindsley  and  Winston  resigned  in  the 
kindest  spirit  possible. 

The  shibboleth  of  the  early  struggle  of  the  school  enunciated 
by  Dr.  B.,  was  that  to  medical  men  exclusitely  belong 
MEDICAL  MATTERS,  believing  that  a  profession  that  had  to  stand 
upon  crutches  was  a  slave  or  a  mendicant  and  anything  but  a 
liberal  profession.  His  pupils  very  generally  were  converts  to 
this  doctrine.  Now  when  their  Alma  Mater  was  defunct,  one 
department  a  normal  school,  another,  that  of  the  law,  long  dead, 
and  that  of  the  medicine  practically  swallowed  up  by  the  Van- 
derbilt  University,  belonging  to  a  religious  denomination,  a 
number  of  these  pupils,  alumni  of  the  University  of  Nashville, 
organized  themselves  with  a  few  others  into  a  medical  faculty,  to 
keep  alive  and  perpetuate  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of  their 
old  teacher.  It  was  the  most  natural  thing  imaginable,  upon 
solicitation,  that  he  should  join  them,  and  devote  the  evening  of 
his  life  to  the  establishment  and  confirmation  of  those  doctrines 
that  its  morning  had  projected  and  illustrated,  all  culminating  in 
the  apothegm  of  free  medicine,  free  from  Church  and  State, 
free  from  law  and  religion  ;  above  menders,  tinkers  and  legis- 
lators, claiming  the  right  to  be  let  alone,  to  be  left  under  Qod  to 
itself,  to  which  end  praying  to  be  delivered  from  its  friends  and 
defying  its  enemies.  Th€  school  which  he  assisted  in  founding 
swallowed  up  by  Church,  and  the  journal  which  he  founded  now 
advocating  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of  medicince  by  law, 
conceding  its  inability  to  stand  without  crutches.  Dr.  B.  could 
only  be  consistent  by  continuing  his  life-long  opposition  to  these 
efforts  of  good  but  mistaken  men  in  a  wrong  direction.'' 

His  wife  died  in  1876.  His  only  son  Mr.  Powhattan  Bowling 
and  his  grand-daughter  Mrs.  Len.  Whitworth  are  his  only  im- 
mediate surviving  relations. 

The  following  report  ot  the  action  of  the  physicians  of  Nash- 
ville is  taken  from  the  columns  of  the  Nashville  Daily  Union  of 
August  8th,  1885:  n         ] 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


436  EBITOBIAL.. 

''^  Quite  a  nnmber  of  physioians  assembled  in  the  geatlemeD^s 
parlor  of  the  Maxwell  House  yesterday  morniDg  to  take  some 
action  relative  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Bowling.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  present:  Drs.  Van  S.  Lindsley,  D.  J.  Roberts,^ 
W.  Jones,  G.  S.  Allen,  W.  A.  Cheatham,  T.  P.  Crutcher,  W.  F* 
Glenn,  J.  F.  Grant,  W.  D.  Haggard,  F.  M.  Hughes,  W.  E.  Mc- 
Campbell,  J.  W.  Madden,  Jr.,  E.  F.  Meaeham,  O.  H.  Menees,  J. 
B.  W.  Nowlin,  J.  D.  Plunket,  N.  D.  Richardson,  Richard  Doug- 
las, R.  G.  Rothrock,  J.  D.  Rucker,  W.  M.  Vertrees,  J.  L. 
Watkins  and  John  B.  Stephens. 

Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts  was  called  to  preside,  and  in  taking  the 
chair  said  in  substance : 

Gentlemen:  You  are  all  a^are  of  the  occasion  for  which  we 
have  been  called  together.  Another  chief  has  fallen.  Of  the 
life  and  character  of  William  K.  Bowling  it  is  unneccessary  for 
me  to  speak  in  an  assembly  of  Tennessee  doctors.  You  are  all 
familiar  with  that  which  is  the  history  o(  medical  progress  in 
the  capital  of  our  State.  To  many  of  you  he  was  the  teacher,  to 
some  a  colleague,  and  to  all  a  friend  and  honored  associate.  It 
was  my  good  fortune,  and  an  honor  which  I  shall  esteem  as  the 
highest,  if  I  ever  attain  any  whatever,  to  be  selected  by  him  and 
associated  with  him  in  the  treatment  of  the  last  case  of  sickness 
to  which  he  was  ever  called,  the  case  being  that  of  a  little  child, 
and  the  time  the  day  preceding  his  sudden  and  unexpected  death; 
the  place,  Monteagle. 

Dr.  Bowling^s  health  on  that  occassion,  as  he  expressed  him- 
self, was  quite  as  good  as  it  had  been  for  some  years  past,  his  in- 
tellect as  bright  as  in  his  palmiest  days,  his  memory  as  vivid  as 
in  his  prime.  I  was  impressed  with  the  care,  the  minutia  of  de- 
tail, the  closeness  of  scrutiny  manifested  by  him  as  the  history  of 
the  case  for  the  few  preceding  hours  was  related  to  us.  A  young 
doctor,  filled  with  the  highest  aspirations  of  his  calling,  in  atten- 
dance upon  his  first  important  case  never  manifested  greater  care, 
attention  or  sympathy.  He  omitted  nothing  in  his  rigid  investi- 
gation, and  analyzing  with  marked  interest  each  sign  and  symp- 
tom, he  would  give  utterances  to  kind  words  of  hope  to  the 
anxious  parents  as  he  only  could,  at  the  relation  of  those  of 
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fisivorable  prognostic  import,  assuming  the  deepest  gravity  of 
manner  as  more  fatal  ones  were  detailed. 

It  was  also  my  good  fortune,  and  will  ever  be  a  most  pleasant 
reminiscence,  to  spend  the  entire  morning  with  him.  At  his  in- 
vitation T  rode  with  him  out  to  one  of  those  beautiful  views  for 
which  Monteagle  is  fast  becoming'  famous,  and  spent  more  than 
half  an  hour  with  him,  listening  to  his  entertaining  and  charming 
utterances,  at  Forrest^s  point,  overlooking  the  beautiful  valley 
that  leads  down  towards  Manchester,  and  up  which  I  had  toiled 
in  1863.  Truly  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pictures  in  this  grand 
old  State  which  he  loved  so  well.  His  wondrous  fund  of  illus- 
trative anecdote,  his  wise  precepts,  his  chrystallized  aphorisms  on 
that  morning,  all  bearing  upon  the  science  and  art  to  which  he 
had  been  so  devoted,  were  a  most  pleasing  intellectual  draught 
indeed. 

But,  Gentlemen,  my  poor  words  can  do  him  no  honor,  and  this  is 
not  the  time  nor  the  occasion  to  honor  myself.  With  his  history 
you  are  all  familiar.  It  is  an  eventful  part  of  this  grand  city  in 
which  he  did  so  much  to  relieve  suffering  humanity  for  so  many 
years,  united  with  that  of  the  progress  and  advance  of  our  pro- 
fession for  the  period  of  one  entire  generation.  About  five  years 
ago,  feeling  that  old  age  was  creeping  on  apace.  Chat  'Uhe  sere 
and  yellow  leaf  was  at  hand,  he  withdrew  himself  from  his  ex- 
tensive practice,  left  the  burden  to  more  youthful  shoulders,  many 
of  whom  were  of  his  own  drilling  and  training,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  most  healthful  part  of  our  State — the  Cumber- 
land table-land.  The  words  of  the  poet  Sewell  are  prophetic  of 
his  last  days.     I  can  imagine  him  saying: 

**  I  fly  from  care  and  strife 
And  tread  the  downward  path  of  life; 
No  more  expose  myself  to  fortune's  sport, 
The  noise  of  war  or  whispers  of  a  court ; 
In  lettered  solitude  unenvied  reign 
Amid  the  hills  I  live  upon  a  plain/' 

Of  his  religious  views  I  know  but  little,  but  of  this  fact  I  am 
satisfied — his  Biblical  hero  was  St.  Paul,  and  I  know  he  was  a 
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worthy  follower  of  St.  Luke.      He  believed  in  Qoi,  and  went 
about  doing  good. 

Of  his  death,  it  was  peaceful,  as  I  believe  and  hope  the  great 
fnture  he  has  entered  on  will  be.  Retiring  to  bed  in  good  health 
and  spirits,  he  was  found  dead  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  inst. 
Peacefully  asleep,  lying  upon  his  side  with  one  hand  under  his 
head,  calmly  asleep, 

"  Kind  nature  dropped  him  without  a  pain, 
Like  mellow  fruit,  without  a  winter  storm." 

Upon  motion  Dr.  J.  L.  Watkins  was  made  secretary,  and  the 
folio win/B:  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  respect: 
Dr.  W.  P.  Jones,  chairman ;  Drs.  Van  S.  Lindsley,  W.  M.  Ver- 
trees,  N.  G.  Tucker,  J.  F.  Grant,  G.  S.  Williamson,  W.  A. 
Cheatham,  F.  M.  Hughes,  and  upon  motion  the  chairman,  Dr. 
Roberts,  was  added  to  the  committee.  Before  the  committee  re- 
tired Dr.  Van  8.  Lindsley  made  a  few  remarks,  in  substance,  as 
follows : 

I  regard  Dr.  Bowling  as  my  medical  father,  and  I  valued  his 
advice  and  friendship.  He  was  the  soul  of  honor,  the  embodi- 
ment of  medical  science,  and  the  essence  of  experience.  He  lead 
me  by  the  hand  as  a  medical  child,  and  I  want  to  say  that  I 
never  met  a  physician  so  courteous  and  so  deferential  to  the 
young  medical  student  as  Dr.  Bowling.  Though  the  ink  was 
scarcely  dry  upon  his  diploma,  he  treated  him  with  the  deference 
of  an  old  practitioner.  I  have  been  associated  with  him  as 
student,  in  the  college,  and  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  he 
filled  with  perfection  every  relation  in  life.  He  was  a  great  man, 
with  a  great  brain  and  a  still  e^reater  soul.  And  how  much  good 
he  did  in  private  life  as  well  as  in  his  professional  I  There  was  a 
something  in  his  face,  in  his  eye,  that  drew  all  unfortunates  to 
him,  and  none  were  turned  away.  He  was  wont  to  say  that  he 
did  not  know  how  it  was  but  the  alms-seeker  always  singled  him 
out  of  a  crowd.  As  it  has  been  said  of  Judge  Key,  when  he 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Porter  to  the  United  States  Senate,  that 
he  was  a  great  man  among  great  men  without  knowing  ft,  the 
same  might  be  said  of  Dr.  Bowling.    In  a  debate  or  conversation 
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be  would  wait  nntil  the  last,  and  without  the  slightest  self-con- 
sciousness, he  would  speak  modestly  but  to  the  point.  I  love  his 
memory  and  feel  like  dropping  a  tear  when  the  grave  shall  close 
over  him.  His  was  a  heroic  nature  and  fitted  to  have  filled  any 
position.  He  was  a  brave  and  chivalrous  gentleman,  an  honor  to 
his  race  and  profession,  and  a  great  and  good  man. 

The  committee  then  retired  and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  and 
ref|uested  an  adjournment  to  8:30  P.  M.,  in  order  to  allow  a 
greater  number  of  ]>bysicians  to  be  present,  and  give  time  to  pre- 
pare suitable  resolutions. 

Dr.  Jones,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  acted  as  spokesman, 
and  before  resuming  his  seat  made  a  few  remarks  eulogistic  of 
the  character  of  Dr.  Bowling. 

The  attendance  in  the  evening  was  somewhat  larger  than  in 
the  morning,  and  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  chair- 
man, Dr.  D.  J.  Roberts.  In  absence  of  Dr.  Watkins,  Dr.  W.  G. 
Ewing  acted  as  secretary. 

THE  BESOLUnONS. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  presented  the  following,  which 
were  read : 

It  is  with  loving  hands  but  sorrowing  hearts  that  we  record 
the  death  of  the  great  and  good  William  E.  Bowling,  M.  D.,  LL. 
D.  He  fell  at  the  post  of  duty,  after  a  hard  day's  w<H'k,  in  the 
apparent  enjoyment  of  health,  full  of  years  and  the  honors  of  a 
nobly  spent  life. 

His  was  no  common  character.  The  mark  of  genius  was  upon 
his  brow,  and  he  did  not  disappoint  those  who  regarded  his  early 
career  with  love,  hope  and  expectancy  of  great  things. 

In  a  busy  life,  so  crowded  with  activity  from  early  youth  to 
past  three  score  years  and  ten,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  detaib 
can  be  given,  but  the  golden  thread  which  ran  through  his  whole 
life  and  brightened  and  beautified  its  symmetrical  proportions, 
was  his  generous  and  unselfish  love  of  humanity.  The  inmate 
of  the  hovel  could  secure  his  services  sooner  than  the  luxurious 
lounger  of  the  palace.  As  he  said,  ^'  the  rich  could  always  secure 
a  doctor,  the  poor  might  not  be  able  to  get  one.''     He  turned 
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none  away  without  relief,  whether  they  might  be  the  needy  or  the 
sorrowing,  heart-stricken  with  grief. 

He  believed  his  mission  was  to  leave  the  world  better  and  hap- 
pier, and  his  poetic  fancy  never  stayed  his  dilligent  hand  in  prac- 
tical work. 

His  was  not  the  nature  to  say  be  ye  clothed  and  be  ye  fed,  but 
he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket  and  gave  liberally  of  his  means. 

As  a  writer,  he  had  few  equals,  and  in  his  peculiar  vein  as 
medical  editor  he  stood  second  to  none  in  humor,  in  wit,  satire, 
invective  and  all  the  qualities  which  make  up  the  successful 
journalist.  His  articles  were  read  from  Maine  to  Texas,  and  gave 
great  eclcU  and  reputation  to  the  school  which  he  founded. 

The  grateful  hearts  of  three  thousand  students,  many  of  them 
old  practitioners  now  o^  medicine,  attest  his  generosity  as  a  friend, 
and  ability  as  a  teacher  and  lecturer.  His  fiery  eloquence,  witty 
anecdotes,  interspread  with  the  best  of  practical  sense  and  medi- 
cal aphorsisms,  made  him  the  leading  genius  of  the  faculty  which 
placed  him  at  its  head. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  no  hackneyed  term  to  say  that  he  honored, 
graced  and  distinguished  the  profession  he  loved  so  well  and  fol- 
lowed to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  that  we  have  suffered  an  irre- 
parable loss  in  his  demise,  apd  hereby  tender  our  sympathy  to 
his  bereaved  family. 

£UIX)GISTIC  REMARKS. 

Pending  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.  Dr.  Grant  thought  it 
would  be  the  proper  time  for  those  who  desired  to  say  something 
in  reference  to  the  character  of  the  deceased. 

An  awkward  pause  ensued,  and  no  one  seemed  desirous  of  say- 
ing anything,  or  else  waited  for  some  one  else  to  begin. 

Finally  Dr.  Van  S.  Lindsley  arose  and  said  that  he  had  already 
said  all  he  desired,  but  that  he  regretted  the  evident  feeling  of 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  profession  present 
to  speak.  It  was  a  great  failing  of  southern  people  to  be  back- 
ward in  praising  and  honoring  their  great  men.  Dr.  Bowling 
was  a  great  man,  and,  for  his  part,  he  thought  that  the  profession 
should  take  immediate  and  active  steps  to  raise  a  fund  to  erect  a 
monument  to  him. 
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Dr.  W.  D.  Haggard  said  he  felt  it  meet  that  the  members  of 
the  medical  profession  should  drop  a  tear  ov^r  the  great  man  who 
had  fallen.  "Some  are  borne  great,  some  achieve  greatness,  and 
some  have  greatness  thrust  upon  them."  Dr.  Bowling  was  bom 
•  great,  and  in  his  early  boyhood  days  exhibited  a  remarkable 
character  and  genius.  When  he  grew  up  he  developed  a  depth 
of  thought,  a  strength  of  character,  that  achieved  him  greatness. 
The  force  of  his  genius  won  him  honor,  and  greatness  was  thrust 
upon  him  by  a  confiding  and  loving  profession.  He  was  known 
from  Maine  to  Georgia;  was  twice  elected  vice  president  and  once 
president  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Grant  followed  with  a  few  words  eulogistic  of  the  deceased. 
In  referring  to  his  charity,  he  said  it  was  the  noblest  feature  of 
his  character.  He  turned  away  the  rich  man  to  wait  upon  the 
poor,  and  it  was  always  his  aim  to  elevate  the  medical  profession. 
He  was  a  great  stickler  for  medical  ethics,  and  he  knew  no 
higher  code. 

Drs.  J.  S.  Nowlin,  James  B.  Stephens  and  J.  Bunyan  Stephens 
followed  with  a  few  remarks,  and  the  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Dr.  Grant  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
raise  a  fund  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Bowling. 
The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  chair  appointed  Drs.  Grant,  Van 
S.  Lindsley,  Tucker,  Ewing  and  J.  W.  Maddin,  Sr. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  faculty  of  the 
Medical  and  Dental  departments  of  the  University  of  Tenneseee, 
in  repard  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Bowling,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
emeritus  professor  of  theory  and  practice  of  medicine: 

Whereas,  Afler  the  expiration  of  more  than  three  score  years 
and  ten;  after  a  long  life  of  usefulness,  ardent  toil  and  earnest 
labor  in  a  profession  he  loved  so  well  and  honored  and  adorned ; 
after  having  done  much  good  to  the  young,  the  middle-aged  and 
the  old;  after  heroically  battling  and  struggling  with  the  multi- 
tudinous  forms   of   disease   in   the   persons  of    hundreds    and 
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thousands  of  his  fellow-being;  after  more  than  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury actively  and  successfully  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  promulga- 
ting the  recognized  truths  of  our  science;  after  upholding  the 
banner  of  true,  honorable  and  scientific  medicine  with  the  devo- 
tion of  a  Bayard,  the  earnestness  of  a  Wellington,  and  the  courage 
of  a  Coeur  de  Lion,  William  K.  Bowling  now  sleeps,  ^'pointing 
to  an  earlier  day  star  than  greets  the  vision  of  ordinary  mor- 
tnliiy"  ^*  having  thrown  his  mantle  on  others  shoulders^"  has 
met  the  *^  traoslation,"  has  garnered  ''  the  golden  sheaves  of  a 
crop  sown  long  ago  and  thoroughly  cultivated,"  and  '^with  the 
premotions  of  a  glorious  sunsttt  gathered  about  him,  in  faith  and 
hope,  being  also  ready,''  has  answered  to  the  great  roll-call  ocbttm; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  Thai  while  mourning  his  loss,  we  earnasAly  and 
heartily  commend  his  grand  and  gh^rious  example  to  all  preseot 
and  future  physicians. 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  mourn  his  death  as  a  man  whose 
memory  will  be  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  so  many  of  his  race 
who  have  been  relieved  and  rescued  in  their  hour  of  pain  and 
suffering  and  peril;  as  a  teacher  who  has  made  a  lasting  impress 
upon  the  doctors  of  the  south  and  west;  as  a  writer,  who,  with 
trenchant  and  ever-ready  pen,  has  enlightened  and  enchained  his 
many  readers;  as  an  original  thinker  and  true  medical  philoso- 
pher, whose  mind  was  so  earnestly  devoted  with  an  integrity  of 
purpose  well  worthy  his  own  great  arch-types,  Hippocrates,  Cul- 
len,  and  Drake;  and  as  a  true  physician  in  every  sense  of  the 
word. 

Resolved,  That  a  record  of  this  meeting  be  spread  upon  the 
minute  book  of  our  faculty,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  preamble 
and  resolutions  be  furnished  for  publication  in  the  daily  papers  of 
Nashville,  the  Souihern  Practitioner,  the  Nashville  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  the  Journal  of  the  Ameriean  Medical 
Assoeiaiion. 

DeERINO  J.  RORERTS,  M.  D.,"! 

J.  BuNYAN  Stephens,  M.  D.,  V  Committee. 

W.  D.  Haggard,  M.  D.,        J 
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Dr.  Bowling's  funeral  servioes  were  at  the  home  of  Judge 
James  Whitworth,  on  South  Spruce  Street,  at  3  o'clock.  They 
were  brief,  being  conducted  by  Rev.  Wm.  Graham,  of  Christ 
Church.  The  Episcopal  service  was  followed  by  two  hymns, 
"  Nearer  My  God  to  Thee,''  and  "  The  Gates  Ajar,"  and  a  prayer. 
The  pall-bearers  were  Mr.  John  Kirkman,  Hon.  John  M.  Lea, 
Judge  James  Whitworth,  Mr.  A.  S.  Colyar,  Drs.  W.  T.  Briggs, 
Deering  J.  Roberts,  W.  A.  Cheatham,  J.  M.  Bowling,  N.  G. 
Tucker,  James  B.  Stephens  and  V.  8.  Lindsley,  all  but  the  last 
three  being  chosen  by  the  family,  and  these  by  the  meeting  yes- 
terday morning. 

:    At  the  grave  the  services  were  concluded  by  Mrs.  Hart  singing 
''Asleep  in  Jesus." 


The  Philaddphia  Medical  THmeSf  one  of  our  most  valued  ex- 
changes in  its  issue  of  August  8th,  announces  that  I%e  Medical 
Chronical,  a  successful  monthly  medical  journal,  edited  by  Dr. 
Geo.  H.  Rohd,  of  Baltimore  has,  with  that  issue  of  the  Times^ 
become  consolidated  with  that  journal.  Dr.  Roh6  will  here- 
after be  associated  in  the  editorial  management  of  the  Timea^ 
and  will  pay  attention  to  Baltimore  and  Washington  medical 
matters.  In  token  of  its  increased  scope  and  non-sectional  charac- 
ter, the  word  "  Philadelphia  "  will  be  dropped  from  the  present 
title  of  the  Times.  We  wish  this  new  venture  success,  and  be- 
speak for  it  high  professional  favor. 


I  have  prescribed  Celerina  for  Impotency,  and  it  has  done  all 
and  more  than  all  other  remedies.  I  confidentially  recommend 
it  to  the  profession.     W.  M.  Reed,  M.  D.,  Agosta,  Ohio. 


Peaoook'b  Bromides  constitute  a  most  excellent  combination. 
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THE  ANTAGONISM  OF  MEDICINE. 

{Second  Part.) 


BY 
W.   M.   VERTREE8,   M.D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and   Therapeutics  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


In  a  forroer  article  on  the  antagonism  of  opium  and  belladonna, 
the  principle  of  alopathy  or  antipathy  as  a  cure  was  necessarily 
forced  into  the  argument.  Poison  produces  disease  in  the  com- 
mon and  scientific  acceptation  of  the  term;  then  antagonism,  as 
a  relief,  necessarily  involves  the  principle  of  cure  by  this  process. 
In  the  article  alluded  to  an  effort  was  made  to  prove  that,  if  true 
at  ail,  it  was  to  a  very  li anted  extent;  henoe^  antipathy  or  alopa- 
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thy  as  a  law  of  cure  is  limited  in  its  application.  The  accepta- 
tion of  this  idea  of  a  cure  by  opposite  impressions  is  susceptible 
of  very  great  harm.  Simply  from  the  fact  it  is  not  a  law  and 
only  obtains  to  a  limited  extent  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  should  be  regarded  rather  as  an  exception  than  a  law.  The 
opposite  view  leads  to  an  unlimited  one,  or  application  of  a  false 
principle,  and  is  capable  of  a  great  deal  of  harm.  The  adoption 
of  a  false  theory  deprives  those  influenced  by  it  of  the  ability  to 
discover  the  injury  growing  out  of  its  applipation. 

In  poisoning  by  opium,  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  is  known 
and  the  nature  of  the  cause  understood,  with  its  mode  of  action, 
and  a  medicine  that  would  produce  an  opposite  eflfiect  would  seem 
to  be  in  the  line  of  cure.  But  the  law  that  obtains  in  the 
physical  universe,  that  no  two  substances  can  occupy  the  same  space 
at  the  same  time,  is  no  more  correct  than  that  no  two  impressions 
can  be  made  on  the  nervous  system  or  a  part  of  the  system  at  the 
same  time.  That  diflerent  parts  of  the  system,  or  different  ner- 
ves may  receive  different  impressions  is  correct;  or,  in  other 
words,  one  part  of  the  system  may  receive  one  impression,  and 
another  part,  a  different  impression  ;  but  no  two  impressions  can 
exist  on  the  same  portion  at  the  same  time. 

The  question  arises:  When  one  part  of  the  system  is  depressed, 
does  the  exaltation  or  stimulation  of  another  portion  relieve 
the  depression  existing?  If  so,  then  the  law  of  antagonism  or  ^^ 
antipathy  to  that  extent  is  correct.  I  think  it  is  clear,  in  the  case 
where  a  suflScient  portion  of  a  poison  or  disease  has  acted 
upon  a  vital  part  to  cause  death,  very  little  can  be  accomplished 
by  the  law  of  antagonism  or  antipathy.  Then,  contraries  do  not 
cure  contraries.  In  most  diseases  the  cause  is  not  known,  and  of 
course  nothing  can  be  known  of  its  nature;  and  even  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  law  of  antipathy,  the  difficulty  presents 
itself  in  fulfilling  the  law.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  argue  this 
question  further  at  present,  and  will  only  add  that  cure  is  the  ar- 
rest of  morbid  action  and  restoration  of  the  system  to  its  normal 
condition;  and  no  such  a  principle  can  possibly  reside  in  a  single 
law  where  this  morbid  action  is  the  result  of  thousands  of  causes 
w^Jcl)  h^ve  no  opposites,  and  restoration  is  the  sole  agency  of  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


/ 


OBIGIKAL   COMMUNICATIONS. — ^YEBTBEES.  447 

vital  form  which  has  but  one  law — that  of  health — and  is  not 
forced  through  opposite  impressions,  to  obey  its  only  law.  Cure^ 
abstractly,  does  not  reside  nor  does  it  exist  in  law;  or,  in  other 
words,  there  is  no  law  of  cure.  It  is  often  accomplished  in 
various  ways,  and  seemingly  by  combined  agencies  of  diffiBrent 
properties  and  various  counter-actions.  Medicine  acts  by  an  in- 
herent power  that  resides  in  the  intrinsic  nature  of  its  combina- 
tion and  this  inlierent  pOwer  affects  the  system  so  as  to  arrest 
morbid  action,  or  restore  normal  action,  and  cure  is  a  contingency, 
and  not  an  agent  or  operating  force.  To  say  medicines  cure  by 
making  an  opposite  impression  may  or  not  be  correct,  but  it  can- 
not be  demonstrated ;  it  is  a  mere  postulate  in  which  no  argu- 
ment follows,  and  is  denied  by  the  advanced  portion  of  the 
regular  profession,  notwithstanding  the  advocates  of  the  similia 
law  still  eall  us  alopaths. 

The  opposite  idea^  as  a  distinctive  title,  is  assumed  by  a  large 
class  of  physicians^  who  contend  that  the  law  of  resemblances  or 
homogeneity  or  similarity  is  not  only  a  law  of  cure,  but  the  only . 
law  of  cure^  and  upon  this  distinctiveness,  and  upon  this  law  is 
produced  the  grand  science  of  homcoopathy,  and  the  profession  is 
invited  into  this  field  of  research  for  facts  to  sustain  our  claim  to 
the  healing  art. 

It  would  seem  unnecessary,  after  what  has  been  said,  to  argue 
the  point  as  to  the  capability  of  the  nervous  system,  or  a  part  of 
it,  to  receive  a  similar  impression  to  the  one  existing,  when  we 
have  stated  that  but  one  impression  can  exist  at  the  same  time. 
Similia  must  be  held  as  a  law  of  cure  to  be  different  from  the 
impression  or  disease  existing;  for  certainly  it  is  not  the  same 
impression  that  cures,  for  then  more  of  the  poison  would  cure. 
It  is  different,  but  like  it;  or,  like  it  and  different.  Now  the  ques- 
tion to  settle  is:  Is  it  the  likeness  that  cures,  or  is  it  the  difference 
that  cures?  Similia  simiKbus  curantur  is  their  law,  not  the  same; 
that  would  not  be  similar.  Then  it  is  the  difference,  and  not 
similia,  that  cures;  or  the  difference  and  the  similarity  that  cures 
combined.  To  have  a  law  of  cure  upon  resemblance,  certainly 
they  ought  to  be  capable  of  a  definition,  or  the  amount  of  resem- 
blance ought  to  be  understood  before  the  law  could  be  applied* 
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For  example:  If  cholera  is  the  disease  on  which  the  law  is  to 
be  applied,  it  presents  four  prominent  symptoms  —  purging, 
vomiting,  cramping,  and  pain,  and  a  variety  of  other  symptoms. 
Now,  whei^ein  should  the  resemblance  exist?  Should  remedies 
be  used  that  would  produce  a  similar  set  of  symptoms,  or  only  a 
part  of  them?  How  much  similarity?  If  all  the  symptoms 
were  produced,  it  would  be  cholera.  Some  of  the  symptoms  must 
be  left  out  and  not  simulated,  for  it  all  are  produced,  it  is  the 
same,  not  similar?  Now,  as  a  principle  of  cure,  wherein  must 
the  similarity  exist?  To  the  cause  of  the  diseases.  That  lies  in 
most  cases  beyond  the  border  of  the  visible,  and  is  only  acccr- 
tained  by  the  phenomena  it  presents,  which  affords  no  information 
as  regards  its  nature.  Must  the  resemblance  be  to  this  invisible 
cause,  or  to  the  phenomena  it  presents?  You  cannot  understand 
the  cause,  and  to  attempt  to  remove  what  you  do  not  understand 
by  something  that  only  resembles  that  which  you  do  not  under- 
stand, seems  to  me  a  difficult  matter;  and  to  attempt  to  cure  a 
disease  by  the  use  of  medicine  where  no  effect  is  similar  to  the 
symptom,  or  symptoms,*of  disease,  would  certainly  be  beginning 
and  working  backwards,  in  those  diseases  produced  by  known 
ciuises,  and  a  simitar  impression  issuggested.  Theadvocate  of  simi- 
lia  say  that  is  the  same,  and  hence  not  in  conformity  with  the 
great  law.  But  when  a  man  has  inflammation  of  the  stomach, 
they  say  the  proper  remedy  would  be  something  that  would  give 
him  inflammation  if  he  were  well.  The  resemblance,  then,  must 
be  in  the  resemblance  of  the  action  of  a  medicine  in  health  to  a 
condition  of  the  system  in  disease.  That  which  produces  a  mor- 
bid impression  in  health  will  produce  a  sanative  impression  in 
disease.  As  we  do  not  know  what  produces  the  inflammatioD, 
then  it  is  the  result  of  the  cause  that  we  must  simulate  and  cure. 
So  if  injury  produces  a  wound,  ought  not  a  wound  be  relieved  by 
that  which  would  create  in  a  well  subject  a  wound  like  the  exist- 
ing wound,  or  is  all  surgery  barred  by  having  no  remedy  in 
similia  similibus  curantur. 

If  similia  is  the  only  law  of  cure,  what  remedy  exist  for  small- 
pox, diphtheria,  measles,  syphilis,  and  numerous  other  diseases? 
yfill  an^  homoeopath  explain  whether  the  cure  of  these  diseases  is 
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like  the  cause  or  the  symptom,  or  simply  a  resemblance  which 
nothing  but  the  disease  can  discern;  or  is  resemblance  endowed 
with  the  principle  of  cure  within  its  own  peculiar  and  intrinsic 
nature?  The  power  to  be  cured  certainly  does  not  reside  in  the 
capability  of  the  disease  to  select  the  resemblance  or  homogeneity; 
then  it  must  be  in  that  force  whose  nature  it  is  to  create  symptoms 
in  a  well  person,  which  the  Dr.  thinks  is  like  the  disease  ;  it  mat- 
ters how  little  like  it,  the  less  the  better. 

The  postulation  in  regard  to  the  unity  of  cure  in  one  law,  if, 
logically  carried  out  would  lead  to  a  similar  postulate  in  regard 
to  the  unity  of  diseases.  If  cure  is  a  unit,  or  obeys  one  law  of 
cure  in  reference  to  all  kinds  of  disease,  how  is  it  possible  to 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  disease  is  a  unit,  as  it  yields  to  the  opera- 
tion of  one  law. 

In  hereditary  diseases,  and  diseases  originating  from  causes  ex- 
tranous  to  the  system  how  is  the  law  to  be  applied.  If  a  man 
has  inherited  consumption  or  scrofula,  the  remedy  would  be  that 
which  would  give  a  well  man  consumption  or  scrofula^  If  reason 
has  been  dethroned  by  a  terrible  calamity,  the  mind  should  be 
restored,  either  by  that  which  would  make  a  similar  impression 
on  a  well  man,  or  the  resemblance  should  be  to  the  symptoms 
which  are  delusion  or  hallucinations.  I  suppose  no  intelligent 
homoeopath  will  contend  that  the  law  of  similia  similibua  ourantur 
differs  from  other  physical  laws  in  regard  to  its  relation  to 
matter ;  that  it  is  a  physical  law,  a  law  of  matter,  and  that  the 
nonsense  about  decimal  and  centesimal  dilutions,  potencies,  etc., 
does  not  change  itd  material  relations;  that  disease,  not  being  an 
entity,  it  must  work  out  cure  by  the  influence  that  the  intrinsic 
and  inherent  power  the  medicine  has  over  the  physical  law  of 
animal  life,  and  whether  the  impression  be  similar  or  contrary, 
both  or  neither,  it  is  the  change  influenced  by  the  medicine  that 
changes  morbid  to  healthy  action,  and  it  is  this  ch  mge  in  the 
vital  action  that  eventuates  in  cure.  And  will  any  3ae  contend 
that  nothing  will  change  it  but  an  nfluence  similar  to  the  one 
that  deranged  it? 
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A  CASE  OF  CATALEPSY  CURED  BY  PERINEORAPHY. 


BY 
W.   D.   HAGGABD,   M.   J>. 


Professor  of  Oynecohgy  and  Diseases  of  Children^  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


Mrs.  L.,  aged  38  years,  had  borne  eight  children,  but  never 
miscarried.  Her  last  confinement  occurred  just  four  years  pre- 
vious to  the  time  she  consulted  me,  which  was  April  20th,  1882. 
None  of  her  labors  were  preternatural ;  the  last  was  tedious  and 
difficult,  though  terminated  without  the  use  of  forceps.  Al- 
though a  woman  of  rather  small  and  delicate  physique,  she  had 
always  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health. 

After  her  last  confinement  her  lying-in  period  was  painful  and 
protracted;  she  had  considerable  soreness  in  the  pelvic  and  hypo- 
gastic  regions,  which  persisted  long  after  the  close  of  the  puer- 
peral month.  The  child  lived  and  did  well,  but  the  mother 
lingered,  and  suffered  with  symptoms  of  sub-involution  of  the 
womb,  with  the  menstrual  flow  becoming  established  much  earlier 
than  usual  after  her  confinements,  being  much  too  frequent,  and 
too  profuse.  Thus  she  continued  uutil  the  case  became  one  of 
typical  menorrhagia,  which  had  continued  so  long  and  proved  so 
rebeilious  to  all  treatment  that  she  was  finely  induced  to  consult 
me  as  to  her  health. 

I  found  her  with  flatulent  bowels,  sour  eructations,  obstinate 
diarrhoea,  alternating  with  constipation.  She  was  profoundly 
anemic;  her  nervous  system  a  complete  wreck.  Simultaneously 
with  the  appearance  of  the  menorrhagia — for  it  was  too  irregular 
and  prafiise  to  be  called  menstrual  blood,  she  would  have  a  spell 
of  what  she  and  her  family  physician  called  '^cramps,''  lasting 
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from  five  to  twelve  hours,  reqiiiriogy  as  they  thought,  the  constant 
care  of  the  doctor  during  their  continuance. 

Physical  examination  revealed  a  lacerated  perineum,  the  rent 
having  extended  quite  to  the  sphincter  anus,  following  it  half  an 
inch  to  the  left.  Inserting  my  finger  into  the  anus,  I  found  the 
recto* vaginal  septum  covered  with  a  firm,  slick  cicatricial,  membrane 
being  much  whiter  and  more  inelastic  than  mucous  membrane; 
the  slightest  touch  elicited  pain,  and  when  the  septum  was  placed 
upon  the  stretch  the  pain  was  unbearable. 

Indeed,  the  patient  was  never  free  from  pain,  being  the  result 
of  a  general  hyperesthesia  of  the  recto-vaginal  septum,  caused,  as 
I  believe,  by  the  pressure  on  nerve  filaments  involved  in  the  cica- 
tricial tissue. 

Pushing  the  investigation  further,  I  found  the  uterus  resting 
low  down  in  the  pelvis,  admitting  the  sound  to  the  depth  of  four 
inches;  the  organ  was  pale  and  flaccid,  beinfi:  freely  movable. 
Not  being  satisfied  as  to  the  cause  of  the  menorrhagia,  I  deter- 
mined to  dilate  the  os,  so  as  to  allow  a  thorough  exploration 
of  the   uterine  cavity,  this  being  done  I  found  no  polypi,  no 
thickening  of  the  uterine  walls,  no  fibroid  tumor;  but  upon  close 
inspection   I  found  the  endometrium  studded  over  with  uterine 
fungosities,  which  I  removed  with  the  curette,  effectually  reliev- 
ing her  of  the  menorrhagia  of  which  she  had  been  the  subject 
since  her  last  confinement.       Four  days  after  the  curetting  her 
menses  came  on,  lasting  five  days,  being  perfectly  normal,  accom- 
panied, however,  as  heretofore,  with  the  cramping  "spells'*  referred 
to  above.     I  was  summoned  at  12  o'clock  at  night  on  account  of 
this  spell.      On  my  arrival,  I  found  my  patient  lying  upon  her 
back  with  her  elbows  hugging  her  body  closely,  her  fore-arms 
flexed  upon  the  arms  at  an  angle  of  45^,  her  eyes  were  open  and 
fixed  in  their  sockets.     Indeed,  there  was  complete  suspension  of 
sensation  and  voluntary  motion,  accompanied  by  a  stiffening  of 
the  entire  muscular  system.        Her  respiration  was  very  slow 
and   almost  imperceptible;  pulse  very    feeble  and  only  about 
thirty-five  to  the  minute.      If  her  eyes  had  been  closed,  her  in- 
animate, marble-like  features  would  have  presented  a  picture  of 
death-like  sleep.      In  this  condition  she  remained  for  five  hours^ 
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when  she  gave  a  deep  sigh,  her  rigid  arms  fell  upon  her  breast, 
and  in  a  few  moments  she  regained  her  consciousness  iind  power 
of  motion.  Upon  inquiry  she  informed  me  that  she  hid  no 
recollection  of  any  thing  that  had  transpired  during  the  attack. 

I  asked  her  husband  if  this  attack  was  similar  to  the  spells  tbftt 
she  had  been  subject  to,  which  they  called  cramps. 

He  replied  it  was  the  same. 

Recognizing  this  as  a  well-marked  attack  of  catalepsy,  and 
remembering  to  have  seen  a  report  of  '*A  case  of  cataleptic 
convulsions  cured  by  tracheloraphy,  reported  by  Dr.  S.  Sutton, 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.''  (See  Oynecological  Tranaaetiona,  vol.  v. 
page  97''),  I  was  more  encouraged  to  perform  the  operation  of 
perineoraphy,  a  procedure  which  I  had  determined  upon  before 
the  case  was  recognized  as  catalepsy. 

According  to  previous  arrangements,  on  May  5th,  two  weeks 
after  the  patient  came  to  the  city,  assisted  by  Dr.  Jas.  B.  Stephens, 
Dr.  J.  R.  Harwell,  Drs.  T.  &  O.  H.  Menees  and  N.  G.  Tucker, 
the  patient  being  ansosthetized,  I  proceeded  to  remove,  as  com- 
pletely as  possible,  all  the  firm,  glazed,  cicatricial  tissue  covering 
the  recto-vaginal  septum,  as  far  up  on  either  side  as  I  thought 
would  be  required,  when  the  parts  were  brought  into  their  nor- 
mal position  by  sutures,  to  restore  a  perineal  abutment,  which 
would  JBubserve,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  uses  of  the  perineal  body, 
destroyed  by  rupture  and  atrophy  of  the  parts. 

Having  vivified  the  parts,  I  introduced  four  sutures  of  silver 
wire,  approximating  the  parts  by  twisting  the  wires  and  passing 
them  through  a  rubber  tube;  the  knees  were  held  together  for  ten 
days,  and  the  bowels  keep  from  moving  by  opiates,  when  the 
sutures  were  removed  and  union  by  first  intention  found  to  be 
perfect  throughout.  My  patient  never  had  a  cataleptic  seizure 
afterwards,  which  I  think  is  sufficient  proof  that  the  convulsions 
were  produced  by  the  cicatrized  tissues. 

The  patient  was  then  placed  upon  the  following:  1^.  Bromide 
potash,  5  i.|  fluid  ex.  ergot  Sii.  syrup  lemon  S  vi.  M.  Dose  1  dessert 
spoonful  3  times  a  day,  to  overcome  the  flaccid  condition  of  the 
uterus.  I  also  gave  100  comp.  tonic  phospt.  pills,  dose  1  pill  3 
times  a  day,  as  a  general  tonic  alternative.   About  two  years  later 
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she  again  applied  to  me  on  account  of  a  return  of  menorrhagiay 
I  again  curetted  the  womb,  removing  a  considerable  amount  of 
fungosities  as  before.  She  remained  with  me  about  a  week  without 
an  unfavorable  symptom,  returned  to  her  home,  but  died  two 
weeks  later  with  some  acute  disease. 


A  NEW  INSTRUMENT  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  POLYPI. 


BY 
J.  W.  PENN,  M.  D.,  HUMBOLDT,  TENN. 


There  has  been  perhaps  more  ingenuity  displayed  in  the  con- 
struction of  surgical  instruments  and  appliances  than  in  any 
other  department  in  mechanics. 

It  is  frequently  the  case  that  novelty  is  the  only  merit  possessed 
by  a  new  invention,  aside  from  the  exhibition  of  skill  upon 
the  part  of  the  manufacturer. 

When  a  new  invention  in  the  form  of  a  surgical  instrument, 
or  apparatus,  is  placed  before  the  profession,  the  question  of  merit 
is  always  fairly  determined  by  that  impartial  tribunal,  and  if  the 
verdict  is  adverse  to  its  claim  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  arma- 
mentarium of  the  surgeon,  the  inventor  can  console  himself  with 
thu  reflection  that  at  least  a  smaller  number  of  the  unfortunate, 
will  be  the  victims  of  its  unskilled  use. 

"  Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,'*  is  an  adage  which  will 
doubtless  stand  the  test  of  all  ages,  and  is  the  only  apology 
which  I  shall  offer  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  fraternity  to 
the  little  .instrument  which  is  correctly  represented  by  the  accom- 
panying cut. 

About  the  first  of  last  April,  Dr.  H.  of  the  neighboring  town 
of  Gibson,  came  to  my  office  to  consult  me  and  my  partner,  Dr. 
G.  W.  Peiin,  in  regard  to  an  obstruction  of  one  of  his  nostrils, 
which  he  thought  was  caused  by  the  presence  of  a  polypus. 

Upon  examination  we  found  that  the  Doctor's  opinion  as  to  the 
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cause  of  the  trouble  was  correct,  and  agreed  that  he  should  re- 
turn in  a  week  or  ten  days  and  have  it  removed. 

Id  the  meantime  I  improvised  a  small  ecraseur  for  the  purpose 
by  cutting  about  eight  inches  off  the  shaft  of  a  heavy  silver 
male  catheter,  and  moulding  upon  one  extremity  a  curved  hand- 
piece of  white  metal,  resembling  the  hilt  of  a  small  pistol.  I 
then  cut  a  slot  at  the  junction  of  the  hand,  piece  with  the  tube, 
and  drilled  a  hole  through  the  walls  on  each  side  of  the  slot, 
through  which  a  pin  was  passed,  resembling  a  violin  pin,  or  ^'fid- 
dle  screw.'*  I  then  drilled  two  very  small  holes  through  the  pin 
to  receive  the  ends  of  an  E  violin  string,  which  was  doubled  and 
passed  through  from  the  oppQsite  end  of  the  tube,  thus  completing 
what  I  termed  Penn^s  oat-gtU  ecraseur. 


-  — "° — -^  m     1  111    ' '  "  iih-^ 


When  Dr.  H.  returned  I  placed  him  in  a  large  arm-chair  in 
front  of  a  window  and  readily  exposed  the  polypus  by  expanding, 
the  nostril  with  a  small  speculum,  and  without  any  difficulty 
threw  the  loop  around  its  pedicle  and  removed  it;  but  behind  it 
was  another  which  was  removed  in  the  same  manner,  and  another, 
and  still  another,  until  five  were  removed,  all  distinctly  pedun- 
culated, about  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in  length  by  three-eighths 
in  transverse  diameter. 

The  operation  was  attended  with  no  pain,  nor  followed  by  any 
considerable  amount  of  irritation,  neither  has  there  been  up  to 
the  present  time  any  indication  of  a  return  of  the  growths. 

I  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  operation  of  my  little  invention 
that  I  sent  a  drawing  and  description  of  it  to  Messrs.  Geo.  Tie- 
mann  &  Co.,  and  had  them  to  make  one,  which  is  a  truly  beautiful 
little  instrument,  and  one  that  I  think  surgeons  will  find  to  be 
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both  convenient  and  efficient  in  removing  small  tumors  from  the 
nose,  fauces,  rectum,  and  uterus. 

The  peculiar  advantages  which  might  be  claimed  for  it  are 
that,  while  it  has  sufficient  strength,  it  is  at  the  same  time  light, 
easly  manipulated,  will  reach  to  any  desired  depths  is  perfectly 
simple  in  its  structure  and  operation,  and  best  of  all  the  cat-gut 
is  concealed  in  a  tube  so  that  the  instrument  cannot  pinch,  or  in 
any  way  injure  the  tissues  with  which  it  comes  in  contact. 

The  above  representation  of  the  instrument  is  made  by  an 
electrotype,  which  was  kindly  furnished  me  by  Tiemann  &  Co. 

The  instrument,  as  a  specimen  of  workmanship,  is  (aultless. 
The  name  of  Geo.  Tiemann  &  Co.,  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  to 
every  surgeon  of  experience  for  the  genuineness  of  material  and 
excellency  of  workmanship  of  surgical  instrument,  or  appliance 
of  any  description. 

Hoping  that  this  little  instrument  may  prove  useful,  I  with 
pleasure  present  it  to  the  profession. 


VESICO-VAGIXAL   FISTULA:  CURED    BY   OPERA- 
TION  AFTER  SEVERAL  FAILURES. 


BY 
N.   T.   DULANEY,  M.D.,  BROWNSVILLE,  TENN. 


On  the  7th  of  August,  1882,  Mrs.  M.,  of  Washington  county, 
Va.,  was  delivered  of  a  child  by  instruments,  operation  being 
performed  on  the  fourth  day  of  labor. 

Patient  got  along  tolerably  well,  except  for  two  or  three  weeks 
she  had  retention  of  urine,  requiring  the  use  of  the  catheter. 
This  passeti  oiT,  and  after  two  months  she  found  she  '^  could  not 
hold  her  urine,''  but  that  it  "  ran  from  her  all  the  time.''  A 
vaginal  examination,  made  after  several  months,  discovered  a 
large  fistulou^^  opening  in  the  bladder  near  its  base. 

On  June  20,  1883,  after  a  little  preparatory  treatment,  I  per- 
formed an  operation  for  closing  the  fistula,  assisted  by  Dr.  Gobble, 
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of  Mandota,  Va.  The  patient  refused  to  take  an  anaesthetic,  and 
conseqienlly  did  not  hold  as  still  as  she  mij^ht  have  done.  I 
pared  the  edges  and  closed  the  fistula  with  silver  wire  suturea, 
seven  or  eight  in  number.  The  operation  was  followed  by  some 
hsemorrliage  from  the  bladder,  with  a  good  deal  of  tenesmus. 
The  catheter  was  retained  in  bladder  for  a  day  or  two  (I  write 
from  memory),  after  which  the  urine  was  drawn  oflf  at  intervals 
of  four  to  eight  hours.  On  June  29th,  I  called  to  remove  the 
sutures,  and  found  the  operation  almost  an  entire  failure,  much 
to  the  discouragement  of  my  patient. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1883,  I  operated  again,  assisted  by 
Drs.  Parroit  and  Gobble,  the  patient  being  under  chloroform. 
When  pared  the  fistula  would  readily  admit  two  fingers.  This, 
like  the  former  operation,  was  followed  by  haemorrhage,  with  a 
good  deal  of  cystic  tenesmus,  causing  one  stitch  to  give  way  on 
the  second  or  third  day,  which  was  immediately  replaced  by  two. 
The  patient  did  well,  the  catheter  being  retained  the  first  day, 
and  after  that,  the  urine  drawn  at  proper  intervals.  The  stitches 
remaiiicd  fourteen  days.  On  their  removal  there  was  found  still 
remaining  a  fistula  the  size  of  a  pea.  This  I  closed  on  Oct.  1  Itb, 
assisted  by  the  same  physicians  as  in  preceding  operation.  In 
the  other  operations  I  merely  twisted  the  sutures.  This  time  I 
used  shot  on  the  wire,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  facility* 
with  which  they  adjusted  the  pared  edges.  This  time  no  cathi?ter 
was  retained,  but  only  used  when  necessary,  and  was  not  followed 
by  the  tenesmus,  as  were  the  former  operations. 

The  stitches  were  removed  on  Oct.  21st,  when  the  fistula  was 
entirely  closed,  except  a  pin  hole,  which  I  touched  with  nitric 
acid,  and  closed  with  one  stitch,  which  came  away  in  due  time, 
leaving  a  perfect  closure  of  the  fistula.  The  result  is  perfect  I 
forgot  to  say  that  carbolic  washes  were  used  freely. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  the  city  doctor,  who  has  at  his  command  all 
the  improved  appliances  of  modern  surgery,  with  all  the  benefits 
of  antisep«-is,  and  more  trained  assistants  than  he  needs,  and  who 
has  his  patient  brought  to  his  office  for  operation  and  treatment, 
may  find  much  in  this  short  report  to  criticise.  I  would  there- 
fore remark  that  the  operation  was  performed  twenty  miles  from 
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my  home,  the  patient  having  but  little  treatment  after  each  oper- 
ation. Here  you  say  I  did  wrong.  I  plead  guilty,  and  promise 
never  to  operate  on  another  such  case  under  such  circumstances. 
Nor  will  I  operate  tiuless  I  know  the  after  treatment  can  be  car- 
ried out  by  one  fully  competent  to  do  it.  And  yet,  after  so  long 
a  time,  in  spite  of  all  the  disadvanta&^es,  the  result  is  as  good  in 
this  case  as  in  any. 


A  MONUMENT  TO  BOWLING. 


BY 
Q.   CINCINNATUS  SMITH,   M.D.,   AUSTIN,   TEXAS. 


The  revered  and  venerable  sage  of  Swallow  Bam,  has  gone  to 
rest.  But  the  beneficent  influence  of  his  noble  labors,  will  endear 
and  )>erpetuate  the  precious  memory  of  the  Hippocrates  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  the  end  of  time.  The  contemplation  of  a  character,  at 
once  so  beautiful,  noble  and  grand,  kindles  in  the  most  sacred 
shrine  of  our  hearts  profound  admiration,  and  inspires  eulogies 
beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express. 

To  simply  rear  a  cold  marble  column  at  his  grave,  and  indif- 
ferently go  our  way,  would  be  cruel  mockery,  and  portray  base 
ingratitude.  For  long  after  piles  of  adamant  would  be  crumbled 
to  dust,  the  inspiring  influence  of  his  well  spent  life  of  laudable 
effort  will  stimulate  thousands  to  higher  aims  and  nobler  deeds. 

Then,  instead  of  rearing  a  stately  shaft  of  lifeless  stone  to  mark 
his  resting  place,  let  him  ever  continue  to  speak  from  the  portals 
ot  every  educational  instituiion  of  the  Sister  States,  in  sparkling 
letters  of  light  and  life,  when  he  says:  "The  children  of  the 
Commonwealth  are  the  moat  sacred  of  her  possessions,  and  demand 
her  fondest  solicitude.  It  is  her  first  duty  to  provide  for  them, 
not  Gold,  but  that  which  Gold  cannot  purchase,  omnipotent  as  it 
is,  Virtue  and  Intelligence. '' 

Let  these  beautiful  gems,  far  more  precious  than  gold — whose 
author  was  so  largely  instrumental  in  securing  free  eduoatioo  to 
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every  child  in  the  great  Commonwealths  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky— be  engraved  on  enduring  tablets,  in  letters  of  gold,  and 
appropriately  placed  in  every  public  school  building  in  Tennes- 
ate  aad  Kentucky.  Thus  would  we  honor  our;jelves,  benefit 
posterity,  and  fittingly  perpetuate  the  worthy  memory  ol  a  great 
benefactor,  whose  chief  delight  and  life-long  pleasure  was  to  teach 
the  exquisite  beauty  and  eminent  utility  of  universal  philosophy 
and  the  magnificent  possibilities  of  human  effort. 


Sthiltian^. 


Report  qf  thk  Committee  Appointed  to  Arrange  fob 

THE    InTERNATIONL     MeDICAL    CONGRESS    IN     AMERICA,     IN 

1887  — {OffidaL) — At  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  held  in  New  Orleans,  in  April,  1885, 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

'*  1.  Resohedy  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Associa- 
tion, to  arrange  for  the  meeting  of  the  International  Medical 
Congress  in  America,  in  1887,  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
thirty-eight  members,  one  from  each  State  and  Territory,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chairman  at  the  meeting,  and 
that  the  Committee,  thus  enlarged,  shall  proceed  at  once  to  review, 
altar,  and  amend  the  motions  of  the  present  Committee  as  it  may 
deem  best." 

( This  resolution  was  amended  by  the  provisions  **  that  the 
meuibers  of  Committee  should  be  selected  by  the  respective  State 
delegations.") 

"2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  adopted  by  this  Association,  April  30,  1885,  to  consti- 
tute an  addition  to  the  original  Committee  of  eight  previously 
appointed  to  invite  and  make  arrangements  for  the  meeting  of 
the  International  Medical  Congress,  to  be  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C,   in  1887,  be,  and  the  said  Committee  is  hereby  authorized 
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and  impowered  to  select  a  Chairman  and  a  Secretary,  and  to  fill 
alPvacancies  that  may  occur  by  death  or  inability  to  attend  in 
the  Committee,  and  to  appoint  the  officers  of  the  Congress." 

The^fol lowing  is  a  list  of  the  Committtee  enlarged  in  accor- 
dance with  the  first  resolution  as  amended : 

W.  E.  Anthony,  M.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I.;  G.  Baird,  M.  D., 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  Robert  Battey,  M.  D.,  Rome,  Ga. ;  F.  W. 
Beard,  M.  D.,  Vincennes,  Ind.;  *J,  8.  Billings,  M.  D.,  U.  8. 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C;  *J.  M.  Browne,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Washington,  D.  C;  L.  P.  Bush,  M.  D.,  Wilmington,  Del.;  H. 
F.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Augusta,  Ga.;  R.  Beverly  Cole,  M.  D.,  San 
Francisco,  Cal. ;  E.  P.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Mendota,  111. ;  W.  C.  Dab- 
ney,  M.  D.,  Charlottesville,  Va. ;  Charles  Denison,  M.  D.,  Denver, 
Col.;W.  E.  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Ellendale,  Dakota,  Ter.;  J.  W. 
Dupree,  M.  D.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Ellsworth  Eliot,  M.  D.,  New 
York  City ;  *G.  J.  Engelmann,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  N.  F. 
Essig,  M.  D.,  Plattsburg,  Mo. ;  *Au8tin  Flint,  M.  D.,  LL.D., 
New  York  City ;  E.  P.  Frazer,  M.  D.,  Portland,  Oregon  ;  George 
F.  French,  M.  D.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. ;  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett,  M.  D., 
D.C.;8.  C.Gordon,  M.D.,  Portland,  Me.;  J.  W.S.  Gouley,  M.D., 
New  York  City ;  F.  M.  Gunnell,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  Navy,  Wusliing- 
ton,  D.  C;  John  B.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C;  *L  M.  Hay,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  *C.  Johnston,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  George  A.  KeMium, 
M.  D.,  Mobile,  Ala.;  R.  A.  Kinloch,  M.D.,  Charlestoa,  8.  Ca.; 
D.  A.  Linthicum.  M.  D.,  Helena,  Ark. ;  John  S.  Lynch,  M.  D., 
Baltimore,  Md.;  J.  J.  McArchan,  M.  D.,  Liaramie  City,  Wyom. 
Ter.;  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas;  R.  C.  Moore, 
M.  D.,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Robert  Murray,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  R.  D.  Murray,  M.  D.,  Moultrie,  Fla. ;  J. 
W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,.  ^Portsmouth,  N.  H.;  William  Pierson, 
M.  D.,  Orange,  N.  J.;  N.  J.  Pitman,  M.  D.,  Tarboro, 
N.  Ca.;  L.  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.,  New  York  City;  X.  C.  Scott,  M. 
D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  *Nichola8  Senn,  M.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
John  V.  Shoemaker,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  F.  L.  Sim,  M., 
D.    Memphis,  Tenn.;    A   R.  Smart,  M.  D.,  Hudson,  Mich.;   D. 


*R68igned. 
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W.  Stormont,  M.  D.,  Topeka,  Kan. ;  J.  M.  Taylor,  M.  D., 
Corinth,  Miss.;  E.  F.  Upham,  M.  D.,  West  Randolph,  Vt.;  W. 
H.  Wathen,  M.  D.,  Louisville,  Ky.;  W.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Dubu- 
que, Iowa;  W.  C.  Wile,  M.  D.,  Sandy  Hook,  Conn.;  A.  H. 
Wilson,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

At  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  at  New  Orleans 
during  the  session  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in 
April,  1885,  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole,  of  San  Francisco  Cal.,  was 
elected  temporary  Chairman,  and  Di.  John  V.  Shoemaker,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  elected  temporary  Secretary. 

The  Committee  held  its  first  regular  meeting  at  Chicago,  III., 
on  June  24th  and  June  25th,  1835,  for  the  purposes  of  organisa- 
tion ahd  the  transaction  of  the  business  committed  to  it  by  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  holding  of  meetings  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  Committee  deemed  it  advisable  to  select 
a  Vice-Chairman,  in  addition  to  a  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

The  fallowing  named  members  were  present  at  the  meeting 
held  in  Chicago: 

G.  Baird,  M.  D.,  Wheeling,; West  Va.;  Robert  Battey,  M.  D., 
Rome,  Ga.;  F.  W.  B.ard,  M.  D.,  Vincennes,  Ind.;  *J.  S.  Bil- 
lings, M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C;  R.  Beverly  Cole,  M.  D.,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.;  E.  P.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Mendota,  III. ;  W.  E.  Dun- 
can, M.  D.,  Ellendale,  Dakota,  Ter.;  Ellsworth  Eliot,  M.  D., 
New  York  City;  N.  F.  Essig,  M.  D.,  Plattsburg,  Mo.;  G.  F. 
French,  M.  D.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett,  M.  D., 
W^ashington,  D.  ('.;  John  B.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  Washington,  D. 
C. ;  *I.  M.  Hays,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  George  A.  Ketchum, 
M.  D.,  Mobile,  Ala.;  D.  A.  Linthicum,  M.  D.,  Helena,  Ark.; 
John  S.  Lynch,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M. 
D.,  Au8tin,Texas;  X.  C.  Scott,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  ^^icholas 
Senn,  M.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  John  V.  Shoemaker,  M.  D., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  F.  L.  Sim,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  A.  R. 
Smart,  Hudson,  Mich. ;  D.  W.  Stormont,  M.  D.,  Topeka,  Kan. ; 
E.  F.  Upham,  M.  D.,  West  Randolph,  N.  Y. ;  W.  H.  Wathen, 
M.  D.,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  A.  H.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

^Besigned. 
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The  resignation  of  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of  New  York,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  was  presented  and  accepted.  Dr.  J.  W.  S. 
Gonley,  of  New  York,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  took 
his  seat  with  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  then  organised,  a  majority  of  its  members  being 
present,  by  the  election  o<  the  following  officers: 

Chairmam,  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole,  San  Francisco,  California. 

Vice" Chairman f  Dr.  John  S.  Lynch,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Secretary f  Dr.  John  V.  Shoemaker,  Philadelphia  Pa. 

After  organization  of  the  Committee,  the  number  of  members 
necessary  for  a  quorum  for  future  meeting  was  fixed  at  fifteen. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted,  to  apply 
to  future  meetings  of  the  Committee : 

Whereas,  It  is  expedient  that  the  meetings  of  the  Committee 
shall  represent,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  profession  of  all  portions 
of  our  country. 

^'Resolved,  That  any  member  of  this  Committed  who  may  be 
unable  to  attend  a  meeting,  shall  be  empowered  to  send  as  his 
proxy  for  the  meeting  any  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  in  good  professional  standing  and  a  resident  of  his 
State  or  a  member  of  his  Government  Department.'* 

In  the  course  of  the  meeting  in  Chicago,  on  June  24th,  and 
25th,  1885,  a  plan  of  organization  of  the  Congress  was  adopted, 
certain  officers  of  the  Congress  were  appointed,  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  received  from  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  Committee  adjourned. 

The  revised  rules  for  the  organization  of  the  Congress  and  a 
revised  list  of  officers  will  be  presented  with  this  report. 

In  August,  1885,  the  Chairman,  yice-Chairman,  and  the  Sec- 
retary, after  consultation  and  communication  with  members, 
called  a  meeting  ofthe  Committee,  to  be  held  in  New  York  City, 
September  3d,  1885,  for  the  purposes  of  completing  the  revision 
of  the  rules  and  filling  of  certain  vacancies  in  the  list  of  officers 
of  the  Congress. 

The  Committee  met  in  New  York  City,  September  3d,  1885, 
the  following  named  members  being  present. 

Drs.  G.  Baird,  John  S.  Lynch,  Robert  Battey,  B,  C.  Moore, 
2  8  P. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


462  ^  SELECTIONS. 

L.  p.  Bush,  William  Pierson,  R.  Beverly  Cole,  N.  J.  Pitman, 
W.  C.  Dabney,  L.  A.  Sayre,  Ellsworth  Eliot,  X.  C.  Scott,  A.  Y. 
P.  Garnett,  John  V.  Shoemaker,  S.  C.  Gordon,  F.  L.  Sim,  J.  W. 
S.  Gouley  E.  F.  Uphara,  J.  B.  Hamilton,  W.  H.  Wathen,  George 
A.  Ketchum,  W.  C.  Wile,  R.  A.  Kinloch,  A.  H.  Wilson,  D.  A. 
Linthicum. 

The  following  named  members  were  represented  by  proxies : 

Dr.  E.  P.  Cook,  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  proxy. 

Dr.  A.  R.  Smart,  by  Dr.  William  Brodie,  proxy. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor,  by  Dr.  E.  P.  Sale,  proxy. 

The  Committee  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  September  3di 
1885,  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  was  received  and  accepted,  and  Dr.  A. 
Flint,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  took 
his  seat  with  the  Committee.  The  resignation  of  Dr.  Sayre  was 
caused  solely  by  ill  health. 

The  following  " Rules"  were  unanimously  adopted: 

KULES. 

1.  The  Congress  shall  consist  of  members  of  the  regular  pro- 
fession ot  medicine,  who  shall  have  inscribed  their  names  on  the 
register  and  shall  have  iaken  out  their  tickets  of  admission;  and 
of  such  other  scientific  men  as  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Congress  may  see  fit  to  admit. 

2.  The  dues  for  members  of  the  Congress  shall  be  ten  dollars 
each  for  members  residing  in  the  United  States. 

There  shall  be  no  dues  for  members  residing  in  foreign 
countries. 

Each  member  of  the  Congress  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a 
copy  of  the  ^'Transactions"  for  1887. 

3.  The  Congress  shall  be  divided  as  follows,  into  seventeen 
Sections : 

I.  General  Medicine. 

II.  General  Surgery. 

III.  Military  and  Naval  Surgery. 

IV.  Obstetrics. 
y.  Gynaecology. 
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VI.  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. 
VII.  Anatomy. 
VIII.  Physiology. 
IX.  Pathology. 
X.  Diseases  of  Children. 
XI.  Ophthalmology. 
XII.  Otology  and  Laryngology. 

XIII.  Dermatology  and  Syphilis. 

XIV.  Public  and  luternational  Hygiene. 

XV.  Collective  Investigation^  Nomenclature,  Vital  Statistics, 
and  Climutology. 

XVI.  Psychological  Medicine  and  Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System. 
XVII.  Dental  and  Oral  Surgery. 

4.  The  General  Meetings  of  the  Congress  shall  be  for  the 
transaction  of  business  and  for  addresses  and  communications  of 
general  scientific  interest. 

5.  Questions  and  topics  that  have  been  agreed  upon  for  discus- 
sion in  the  Sections  shall  be  introduced  by  members  previously 
designated  by  the  titular  Officers  of  each  Section.  Members  who 
shall  have  been  appointed  to  open  discussions  shall  present  in  ad- 
vance statements  of  the  conclusions  which  they  have  formed  as  a 
basis  for  debate. 

6.  Brief  abstracts  of  papers  in  Sections  shall  be  sent  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  proper  Sections  on  or  before  April  30,  1887. 
These  abstracts  shall  be  treated  as  confidential  communications, 
and  shall  not  be  publi^fhed  before  the  meeting  of  the  Congress. 

Papers  relating  to  topics  not  included  in  the  lists  of  subjects 
proposed  by  the  Officers  of  the  Sections  may  be  accepted  afker 
April  30,  1887;  and  any  member  wishing  to  introduce  a  topic 
not  on  the  regular  lists  of  subjects  for  discussion  shall  give  notice 
of  the  same  to  the  Secretary -General,  at  least  twenty-one  days 
before  the  opening  of  the  Congress,  and  such  notices  shall  be 
promptly  transmitted  by  the  Secretary -General  to  the  Presidents 
of  the  proper  Sections.  The  titular  Officers  of  each  Section  shall 
decide  as  to  the  acceptance  of  such  propos^  communications  and 
the  time  for  their  presentation, 
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7.  All  formal  addresses,  scientific  commuDicatioDs  and  papers 
presented;  and  scientific  discussions  held  at  the  Qeneral  Meetings 
of  the  Congress,  shall  be  promptly  given  in  writing  to  the  Secre- 
tary-General;  and  all  papers  presented  and  discussions  held  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Sections  shall  be  promptly  given  in  writing 
to  the  Secretaries  of  the  pro]>er  Sections. 

No  communication  shall  be  received  which  has  already  been 
published  or  toad  before  a  society. 

The  Executive  Committeee,  after  the  final  adjournment  of  the 
Congress,  shall  direct  the  editing  and  the  publication  ot  its 
'^  Transactions,'^  and  shall  have  full  power  to  publish  the  papers 
presented  and  the  discussions  held  thereon,  either  in  full,  in  part, 
or  in  abstract,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  may  be 
beemed  best. 

8.  The  official  languages  of  the  Congress  shall  be  English, 
French,  and  German. 

In  the  meetings  of  the  Sections,  no  member  shall  be  allowed 
to  speak  for  more  than  ten  minutes,  with  the  exceptions  of  the 
readers  of  papers  and  those  who  introduce  subjects  for  discussion^ 
who  may  each  occupy  twenty  minutes. 

9.  The  rules  and  programmes  shall  be  published  in  English, 
French  and  German. 

Each  paper  and  address  shall  be  printed  in  the  ^'Transactions'' 
in  the  language  in  which  it  was  presented,  and  preliminary  ab- 
stracts of  papers  and  addresses  also  shall  be  printed,  each  in  the 
language  in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered. 

All  discussions  shall  be  printed  in  English. 

10.  The  President  of  the  Congress,  the  Secretary-General,  the 
Treasurer,  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  the 
Presidents  of  the  Sections,  shall  together  constitute  an  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Congress,  which  Committee  shall  direct  the 
business  of  the  Congress,  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  for  the 
immediate  purposes  of  the  Congress,  shall  supervise  and  audit 
the  aeconnts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  shall  fill  all  vacancies  in  the 
offices  of  the  Congress  and  the  Sections.  This  Committee 
shall  have  power  to  add  to  its  membership,  but  the  total  number 
pf  members  shall  not  exceed  thirty.      A  number  equal  to  one- 
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third  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

11.  The  Officers  of  the  Congress  shall  be  a  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Secretary-General,  four  Associate  Secretaries,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  the  French  Secretary,  and  of  whom  shall  be  the 
German  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

12.  The  officers  of  each  Section  shall  be  a  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  a  Council. 

13.  The  officers  of  the  Congress  and  the  officers  of  the  Sections 
shall  be  nominated  to  the  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its  first 
session. 

14.  The  Executive  Committee  shall,  at  some  convenient  time 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Congress,  prepare  a  list  of  foreign 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Sections,  lo  be  nominated  to  the  Congress 
at  the  opening  of  its  first  session. 

15.  There  shall  be  a  standing  Committee  on  Finance,  composed 
of  one  representative  from  each  State  and  Territory,  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Hospital  Service. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  shall  report  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Congress. 

Each  memlier  of  the  Finance  Committee  shall  appoint  a  local 
Finance  Committee  for  his  State,  Territory,  District,  or  Govern- 
ment Department,  consisting  of  one  or  more  members  from  each 
Government  Department  or  Congressional  District. 

Each  local  Finance  Committee  shall  report  through  its  Chair- 
man to  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Congress. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Gordon,  of  Maine,  recalled  his  withdrawal  from  the 
Congress,  which  action  was  accepted  by  the  Committee. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies 
in  the  Committee  of  Arrangements: 

Dr.  J.  K.  Bartlett,  Wisconsin;  Dr.  J.  H.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Army; 
Dr.  George  Goodfellow,  Arizona;  Dr.  Henry  Lefiman,  Penn* 
sylvania ;  Dr.  John  Morris,  Maryland  ;  Dr.  J.  B.  Tipton,  New 
Mexico;  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Turner,  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 
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Eesolved,  That  the  representative  or  representatives  in  this 
Comlnittee  from  each  State,  Territory,  or  Government  Depart- 
ment^ shall  organize  the  Financial  Committees  in  their  respective 
States,  Territories,  or  Government  Departments. 

It  was  decided  that  no  person  should  occupy  more  than  one 
position  in  the  organization  of  the  Congress. 

It  was  also  decided  that;  in  the  published  lists  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Congress,  the  names  of  the  Vice-Presidents  and  Secretaries 
of  the  Congress,  and  the  Vice-Presidents^  Secretaries  and  mem- 
bers of  Councils  of  the  Sections,  should  be  arranged  alphabeti- 
cally. 

0FFICEB8  OP  TEEO  CNGRESd. 

President,  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  LL.  D.,  New  York. 

Vice-Presidents,  W.  O.  Baldwin,  M.  D.,  Alabama;  H.  I. 
Bowditch,  M.  D.,  Massachusetts;  William  Brodie,  M.  D.,  Michi- 
gan; Henry  F.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Georgia;  W.  W.  Dawson,  M. 
D.,  Ohio;  R.  Palmer  Howard,  M.D., Canada;  E.  M.  Moore, M. 
D.,  New  York ;  Tobias  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Louisiana;  Lewis 
A  Sayrc,  M.  D.,  New  York;  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D.,  District  of 
Columbia;  the  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association; 
the  Surgeon -General  of  the  United  States  Army;  the  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  United  States  Navy ;  the  Supervising  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Servico. 

Secretary-General,  Nathan  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Treasurer,  E.  S.  F.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  New  York. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Frederick  3*  Dennis^  M. 
D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  New  York. 

EXECUTIVE  CAMMITTEE  OP  THE  OONGRE8S. 

Oeneral  Oficera. — Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  President  of 
the  Congress;  Nathan  S.  Davis,  M.  D„  LL.  D.,  Secretary-Gene- 
ral; E.  S.  F.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S. ;  Frederick  S.  Dennis, 
M.  D.;  M.  R.  C.  S.;  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
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PRESIDENTS   OF  THE  SECTIONS. 

General  Medicine. — Abram_B.  Arnold^  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Clinical  Medicine,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  kSurgery.--  William  T.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery,  Nashville,  Tcnn. 

Military  and  Naval  Medicine  and  Stirga^y. — Henry  H.  Smith, 
M.  D.,  formerly  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgeon- General  ol 
Pennsylvania,  Philad^phia,  Pa. 

Obstetrics.-  DeLaskie  Miller,  Ph.D.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics, Chicago,  III. 

Gyncecology. — Robert  Battey,  M.  D.,  Oynsecologist,  Rome,  Gra. 

Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica. — F.  H.  Terrill,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Therapeutics,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Anatomy. — William  H.  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  General, 
Descriptive,  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Physiology, — John  C.  Dalton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Pathology. — E.  O.  Shakespeare,  M.  D.,  General  Pathologist, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Diseases  of  Children. — J.  Lewis  Smith,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Diseases  of  Children,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Ophthalmology, — A.  W.  Calhoun,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ophthal- 
mology and  Otology,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Otology  Laryngology. — S.  J.  Jones,  M.  D.,  LL.D ,  Professor  of 
Ophthalmology  and  Otology,  Chicago,  111. 

Dermatology  and  Syphillis. — A.  R.  Robioson,  M.  D.,  Vice- 
President  American  Dermatological  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Public  and  International  Hygiene. — Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  and  Clinical  Medicine,  Ex-President  Board 
of  Health,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Collective  Investigation,  Vital  Statistics  and  Climatology. — Henry 
O.  Maicy,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Psychological  Medicine  and  Nervous  DiseoMS. — John  P.  Gray, 
M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Psychological  Medicine  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Dental  and  Oral  Surgery. — Jonathan  Taflft,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Dental  and  Oral  Surgery,  Cincinnati,  O. 
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LOCAL  COMMITTEE   OP    ARRANGEMENTS. 

.(  With  power  to  increase  their  number.) 

A.  Y.  P.  Garnett.  M.  D.,  Chairman,  District  of  Columbia ;  the 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army;  the  Surgeon- General  U.S.  Navy; 
the  Supervising  Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  Service; 
J.  H.  Baxter,  M.  D.,  District  of  Columbia;  C.  H.  A.  Klein- 
Schmidt,  M.  D.,  District  of  Columbia;  N.  S.  Lincoln^  M.  D., 
District  of  Columbia;  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D.,  District  of  Columbia. 

Lists  of  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Councilmen  for  each 
Section  were  named  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  but  as 
it  was  not  practicable  to  ascertain  at  once  who  would  accept  the 
places  assigned  them,  or  who  of  those  who  had  been  announced 
in  the  medical  press  as  declining  to  accept  positions  before  the 
present  rules  and  organization  had  been  adopted  as  given  above 
might  wish  to  withdraw  such  declination,  the  final  adjustment  of 
these  offices  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Congress,  and  all  correspondence  in  relation  thereto  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Secretary-General  of  the  Congress. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  adjourned,  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
John  V.  Shoemaker, 
Secretary  oi  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 


Treatment  op  Cholera  during  the  Algid  Period. — Dr. 
Georges  lligoletti  attributes  the  principal  symptoms  of  the  algid 
period  of  cholera,  such  as  lowering  of  the  temp^atare  of  the 
exterior  of  the  body,  cyanosis,  change  of  countenance,  inextin- 
guishable thirst,  difficulty  of  respiration,  epigastric  constriction, 
hiccough,  vomiting,  muscular  cramp,  prostration,  general  col- 
lapse, and  paralysis  of  the  heart,  to  a  lack  of  the  normal  propor- 
tion of  water  in  the  blood.  Two  indications  correspond  with  the 
symptomatology : 

1.  To  restore  to  the  tissues  their  normal  water,  and  to  the 
blood  its  normal  serum,  in  order  that  it  may  perform  its  Amo- 
tions. 
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•  2.  To  excite  the  nervous  force  and  stimulate  the  heart.  To 
fulfill  these  indications  Dr.  Ri^oletti  proposes  the  hot  bath,  con- 
taining ammonia  and  wood  ashes. 

The  bath  is  prepared  with  water  of  a  temperature  ranging  from 
100.4°  F.  to  104°  F.;  about  one  quart  of  aqua  ammonia  and  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  wood  ashes.  The  duration  of  the  bath  is 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  minutes,  and  it  may  be  renewed  in  the 
same  day,  and  for  many  days  in  succession,  according  to  the  ease. 
To  avoid  the  ammonical  vapors,  the  patient  is  so  covered  as  to 
prevent  their  reaching  the  head.  The  patient,  on  being  removed 
from  the  bath,  is  covered  with  warm  blankets,  which  favor  and 
maintain  reaction.  Frictions  with  camphorated  alcohol  are  also 
to  be  practiced,  and  aromatic  infusion  of  chamomile  and  spirits 
are  to  be  administered.  If  the  reaction  come  on  too  violently, 
it  is  to  be  moderated  by  ordinary  measures.  The  efficacy  of  the 
bath  is  more  prompt  when  the  algid  state  i>  least  advanced.  The 
method  was  used  in  1884  with  much  success  in  the  epidemic  at 
Naples,  and  the  official  report  as  to  its  value  is  as  follows: 

1.  The  hot  alkaline  bath  administered  at  the  beginning  of  the 
algid  period  stimulates  the  peripheral  circulation  and  increases 
the  power  of  reaction. 

2.  The  nervous  forces  are  strengthened  ;  the  patient  is  so  much 
relieved  that  many  times  during  the  day  he  requests  the  bath; 
the  constriction  of  the  epigastrium  diminishes  and  disappears. 

3.  The  pulse,  often  imperceptible,  is  gradually  strengthened ; 
the  features  become  more  natural,  and  the  face  even  sometimes 
becomes  flushed.     Anuria  almost  always  ceases  in  the  bath. 

4.  Diarrhoe%  continues,  but  the  vomiting  and  hiccough  disap- 
pear with. the  administration  of  the  bath. 

6.  The  ammonical  vapors  excite  cough  and  interfere  with  res- 
piration, and  for  this  reason  it  is  necessary  to  protect  the  patient 
from  them.  However,  the  effect  of  the  vapors  is  beneficial  in 
that  they  increase  the  power  of  the  voice,  and  render  it  less  rough 
and  more  intelligible.  In  conclusion,  the  hot  alkaline  bath  is  a 
powerful  therapeutic  agent  in  the  algid  period  of  cholera,  and  its 
effects  are  most  constant. 

Dr.  Rigoletti  concludes  his  paper  by  stating  that  reaction,  uu- 
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der  treatment  with  the  bath,  is  always  prompt,  occnrring  within 
tweoty-five  minutes;  complete,  as  shown  by  the  disappearance  of 
all  algid  symptoms,  and  constant,  having  never  failed  in  twenty- 
three  cases  in  which  the  algid  condition  was  treated  by  its  use. 
He  considers  it  the  remedy,  p^'r  excellence,  for  this  period  of  the 
disease,  and  much  superior  the  intra- venous  injections  of  salt 
water  profiosed  by  Dr.  Hay  men,  and  to  the  subcutaneous  alkaline 
injections  of  hot  water  suggested  by  Prof.  Cantani. — Journal  de 
MMecine  de  Paris,  May  10,  1885. 


The  Latency  gf  Grave  Symptoms  in  the  Puerperal 
State. — Dr.  W.  O.  Priestley,  in  a  paper  on  the  Occasional  La- 
tency and  Insidicusness  of  Grave  Symptoms  in  Connection  with 
the  Puerperal  State,  concludes  that, 

1.  In  many  cases  going  wrong,  it  has  been  observed  that  the 
uterus  was  inordinately  large,  thus  indicating  a  dilated  cavity,  in 
which  clots  or  fluid,  which  ought  to  be  discharged,  are  retained, 
and  which  may  thus  become  the  nidus  for  the  possible  develop- 
ment of  diseased  germs.  Further,  in  an  imperfectly  contracted 
uterus,  the  sinuses  or  large  viens  remain  full  of  clot,  or  of  fluid 
blood,  which  is  more  or  less  apart  from  the  general  systemic  cir- 
culation ;  and  is  thus,  like  the  back-water  of  a  stream,  stagnant, 
and  ready  to  become  a  source  of  peril.  Clots  should,  therefore, 
always  be  carefully  removed  from  the  uterus,  as  they  form  for 
some  time  after  delivery  ;  and  pressure  with  other  means  should 
be  conjoined  to  promote  full  contraction. 

2.  The  occurrence  of  a  rigor  at  any  part  of  the  puerperal 
period  should  never  be  disregarded.  It  is  nearly  always  the  fore- 
runner of  some  less  or  greater  commotion  in  the  system,  although 
the  mischief  it  portends  may  not  be  observed  until  the  suspicion 
excited  by  its  advent  has  well  nigh  died  out. 

3.  The  presence  of  rheumatic  or  obscure  pains  in  the  joints  or 
muscles,  even  if  they  be  flitting  and  transient,  should  be  taken 
as  indicating  a  possible  contamination  of  the  blood-current ;  and 
the  case  should  be  watched  the  more  closely,  if  the  patient  be  de- 
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pressed  in  spirits,  or  if  she  be  prone  to  be  apparently  hysterical. 
If,  with  these  symptoms,  there  be  no  evidences  of  deviation  in 
any  special  organ,  the  heart  should  especially  be  watched,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  if  there  be  any  indications  of  deposits 
in  the  valves.  The  sudden  appearance  of  a  bruit  with  the  heart- 
sounds  may  be  the  precursor  of  cMubolism  either  in  the  pulmo- 
nary, or  in  the  general  systemic  circulation.  The  temperature 
should  also  be  carefully  recorded,  as  it  is  probable  that,  in  all 
cases  of  insidious  puerperal  disease,  the  thermometer  will  indicate 
some  rise  of  temperature. 

4.  It  should  be  remembered  that  patients  who  are  inert  in 
temperament,  and  who  lead  inactive  lives  during  pregnancy,  are 
more  prone  to  puerperal  ailments  than  others  of  more  active  dis- 
position, and  thus  require  more  careful  supervision. 

5.  The  treatment  of  suspected  cases  should  consist  of  putting 
the  patient  in  the  best  possible  hygienic  conditions,  and  improv- 
ing vitality  by  the  administration  of  quinine  and  a  good  but 
judicious  diet. 

7.  As  it  is  probable  that  all  germs  of  disease  are  imported  from 
without,  and  that  those  of  a  less  virulent  character  only  find  an 
opportunity  of  developing  themselves  in  the  bodies  of  women 
whose  vitality  is  below  the  normal  standard,  it  may  be|X)ssiblein 
many  cases  to  prevent  disease  altogether  by  improving  the  health 
of  the  patient,  and  by  the  proper  use  of  antiseptic  precautions 
both  during  and  after  delivery. — British  Medical  Journal. 


Mortality  in  Mexico. — The  City  of  Mexico  is  entirely 
without  sewers  or  drainage.  With  the  accumulated  filth  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  years,  the  sanitary  condition  can- 
not be  anything  but  miserable.  As  a  consequence,  the  mortality 
reaches  the  exceptionally  high  rate  of  fifty  per  thousand  annually. 
Guanajuato,  a  Mexican  city  of  58,000,  has  a  death  rate  of  seventy^ 
four  per  thousand.  The  chief  diseases  are  intestinal  troubles, 
often  of  alcoholic  origin,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  tuberculosis  and 
typhus, 
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Excision  of  the  Hip. — The  Cincinnati  [janeet  and  Glinio 
gives  a  summary  by, Dr.  William  Alexander,  at  the  close  of  an 
interesting  paper  upon  excision  of  the  hip,  published  in  the  Liv- 
erpool MtdieO'ChirurgicalJournal. 

1.  That  hip  dis'.'ase  should  in  the  earlier  stages  be  treated  by 
that  absolute  and  perfect  rest  of  the  joint  that  we  now  appreciate 
so  well  and  know  so  much  better — thanks  to  Mr.  H.  O.  Thomas — 
how  to  apply,  without  at  the  same  time  producing  general  de- 
bility of  the  system  through  the  the  restraint  and  confinement 
necessary  in  former  times  lo  secure  sufficient  rest  to  the  joint. 

2.  That  this  treatment,  thoroughly  and  persistently  carried  out 
for  a  long  perioil,  will  cure  a  very  large  percentage  of  cases  of 
joint  disease. 

3.  That  unfortunately  this  treatment  cannot  or  is  not  properly 
or  persistently  carried  out  among  the  poor,  with  whom  a  per- 
sistent attempt  to  carry  out  after  a  certain  stage  of  the  disease  has 
been  reached  only  leads  in  many  cases  to  a  useless  limb  after 
many  years,  and  probably  in  a  majority  to  death,  either  during 
the  process  of  cure  or  soon  after,  from  the  exhausting  effects  of 
the  local  disease,  and  not,  as  some  erroneously  think,  from  an  in- 
herited constitutional  debility. 

4.  That  many  of  these  patients  could  be  saved  by  excising  the 
joint  \\\h  i\  a  decided  second  stage  of  hip  disease  has  been  reached, 
and  that  excision  is  most  safely  and  advantageously  performed 
by  severing  the  femur  above  the  trochanters,  clearing  out  the 
acetabulum,  and  maintaining  the  opposing  bones  so  far  apart  that 
their  surfaces  can  resume  a  healthy  condition,  and  the  aperture 
between  become  filled  up  with  fibrous  tissue.  By  this  means  an 
excellent  false  joint  is  formed,  or,  if  the  adhesions  become  too 
firm,  a  good  stiff  joint. 

5.  That  the  advent  of  the  stage  of  the  disease  suitable  for  ex- 
cision is  indicated  by  the  repeated  formations  of  abscesses  and 
sinuses  round  the  joint.  Then  excision,  as  described,  seems  to 
offer  better  results,  both  locally  and  generally,  than  rest  and 
waiting  to  see  what  will  turn  up. 

6.  That  when  the  supra*trochanteric  mode  of  excision  cannot 
be  performed  with  any  chance  of  success,  on  account  of  the  ex- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


SELECTIONS.  473 

tensive  nature  of  the  hip  disease^  the  alternative  treatment  com- 
prises either  continued  expectancy  or  amputation,  according  to 
the  age  and  condition  of  the  patient. 

7.  That  it  is,  however,  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  all 
BoAened  bone  or  infiltrated  tissue  should  be  cleared  away  by  the 
operator.  All  he  has  got  to  do  is  to  clear  a  space  where  the 
operations  of  nature,  in  dealing  with  diseased  tissues,  can  be  car- 
ried out  as  easily  :ind  expeditiously  as  possible.  The  operator 
should  remove  all  manifestly  jiead  tissue,  but  bone  and  tissue 
that  the  surgeon  would  be  inclined  to  sacrifice  as  doubtful  should 
be  lefl  alone,  as  these  will,  under  the  same  skillful  hands  of  na- 
ture, be  restored  to  health,  or  extruded  harmlessly  if  only  a 
passage  for  their  extrusion  be  maintained. 


Hard  to  Kill. — On  August  10,  1885,  I  was  called  on  Stone 
Hill  by  telephone,  to  see  a  dying  man.  My  protestation  that  £ 
could  be  of  little  or  no  good  to  a  person  in  that  condition  prov- 
ing of  no  avail,  I  drove  to  Stone  Hill,  nearly  five  miles  from 
"Warren,  occupying  nearly  an  hour.  Found  my  man  lying  by 
the  side  of  an  oil  derrick,  nearly  covered  with  blood,  his  head 
being  supported  by  a  companion,  who  gave  me  the  history  of  the 
accident.  Henry  Sutton,  aged  42,  and  companion,  were  agitating 
an  oil  well,  and  when  Sutton  saw  oil  escaping  he  told  his  com- 
panion to  attend  the  engine  and  he  would  shut  off  oil.  The  en- 
gine was  not  stopped  soon  enough,  as  the  polishing  rod  ro|>e  was 
snapped  off  in  the  crown  pulley^  and  while  Sutton  was  turning 
off  the  stop-cock,  using  his  right  hand;  and  leaning  his  body 
over  toward  his  left  to  escape  the  jet  of  oil,  the  polishing  rod  (an 
iron  bar  20  feet  long,  |  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  blunt  at  both 
ends,)  came  down  from  top  of  derrick  74  feet  high,  and  struck 
Sutton  one  and  one-half  inches  back  of  and  two  and  one  half 
inches  below  right  ear,  passing  under  the  sterno  c.  mastoid 
muscle,  and  obliquely  across  the  neck  to  the  front,  striking  the 
manubrium  on  its  under  surface,  and  crossing  over  struck  the 
cartilage  of  first  two  ribs,  nearly  if  not  quite  separating  them 
from  sternum,  came  out  of  chest  one-half  inch  below  and  one 
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inch  to  the  right  of  nipple  of  the  left  breast,  struck  the  left  thigh 
six  inches  below  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  ilium  over^the 
rectus  feraoris  muscle,  which  it  penetrated,  and  came  out  at  the 
lower  and  outside  of  thigh  five  inches  from  the  external  tuberos- 
ity of  femur,  penetrating  ground  about  eight  inches.  Five  feet 
eleven  inches  of  rod  passed  through  neck  and  chest.  Entrance 
to  exit  of  chest  wounds  measures  sixteen  inches,  and  thigh 
wounds  eleven  inches  apart.  I  made  a  stretcher  out  of  two-inch 
boards  (stretcher  weighing  more  than  the  man  did),  and  with 
the  help  of  four  men  carried  him  down  the  mountains  nearly  a 
mile  to  nearest  house,  where  his  clothing  was  removed  and  his 
wounds  antisepticaliy  dre.-sfd,  and  liberal  doses  of  brandy  and 
morphia  were  administered,  hot  bottles  placed  around  him  and 
used  active  measures  to  get  him  over  shock.  He  raliied,  and 
maintained  he  was  going  to  get  well,  and  would  not  talk  of 
dying.  The  first  two  days  after  injury  he  suffered  intense  agony 
at  every  attempt  at  swallowing.  For  three  days  I  thought  he 
would  die  from  inflammation  of  the  left  lung.  Every  cough, 
though  under  the  influence  of  morphia,  seemed  tt>  pain  him  in- 
tensely. On  the  sixth  day  after  the  injury  his  temperature  was 
normal,  and  pulse  78  beats  per  minute.  Temperature  and  pulse 
have  remained  normal  ever  since,  and  yesterday,  the  25th,  he  was 
sitting  up,  with  all  the  indications  of  gaining  strength  rapidly. 
Now  when  I  hear  of  the  case  recorded  in  Dal  ton's  Physiology, 
of  the  man  with  a  crow-bar  through  his  brain,  I  will  relate  how 
the  man  with  tiLck  and  plvck  escaped  with  his  life  from  equally  as 
wonderful  an  injury. — Richard  B.  Stewarty  M  2).,  of  Warren^ 
Pa,,  in  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Acute  Rheumatism. — Dr.  James  Craig  claims  that  hydri- 
o<1ic  acid  is  the  most  efficient  remedy  for  acute  rheumatism.  He 
orders  two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  syrup  to  be  taken  every  two  or 
three  hours.  Under  this  treatment  the  pain  and  swelling;  usually 
subside  within  eighteen  or  twenty-four  hours.  Similar  good  re- 
sults are  obtained  from  it  in  subacute  rheumatism. — New  York 
Medical  Journal. 
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Peroxide  op  Hydrogen  in  Suppurating  Ears. — Dr. 
William  A.  Dayton  says,  relative  to  the  use  of  peroxide  of  hy- 
drogen in  suppuration  of  the  ear  : 

A  spray  of  a  lour  per  cent,  solution  of  the  peroxide  has  had 
an  almost  magical  eflFect  in  a  case  of  ozsena  complicated  with 
"proliferous"  catarrh  of  the  middle  ears.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  stronger  solutions  induce  local  ausesthesia  often  in  a 
marked  degree.  This  is  certainly  advantageous,  not  only  in  the 
event  of  operative  interference,  but  also  in  doing  rhinoscopic 
work  ;  besides,  I  have  noticed  that  cocaine  acted  more  promptly 
after  the  mucous  membrane  had  been  cleansed  with  the  peroxide. 

The  above  is  but  a  hint  at  the  various  applications  of  this 
agent,  should  it  meet  the  expectations  of  interested  workers. 

Even  though  no  curative  results  are  obtained  in  the  experience 
of  others  from  the  peroxide  per  se,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  most 
marvellous  cleanser ;  and,  if  cleanliness  is  the  disideratum  in 
middle-ear  suppuration,  then  we  have  a  servant,  par  excellence, 
in  the  peroxide  of  hydrogen. — Archives  of  Otology,  March,  1885. 


Total  Extirpation  op  the  Larynx. — Dr.  L^on  Labb^, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Academic  de  M^decine  de  Parif^,  held  March 
24,  1885,  reported  an  operation  for  the  total  extirpation  of  the 
larynx.  The  patient,  a  man  aged  59  years,  had  sufiPered  for  three 
years  from  aphonia,  soon  followed  by  dyspnoea.  Examination 
made  showed  the  portion  of  the  larynx  below  the  glottis  was 
filled  up  by  a  tumor.  Tracheotomy  was  performed,  and  consid- 
erable relief  at  first  resulted  to  the  patient,  but  the  tumor  con- 
tinued to  grow,  and  at  length  became  a  source  of  renewed 
discomfort.  The  patient  now  consulted  M.  Labb6.  The  tumor 
was  found  to  have  invaded  the  ventricle  of  the  larynx  and  to 
have  extended  into  the  pharynx.  The  epiglottis  was  firmly 
closed.  The  orifice  of  the  larynx  was  almost  completely  closed 
and  oesophageal  catheterization  was  nearly  impossililt*.  The 
patient  suffered  exceedingly  at  every  effort  at  deglutitio^i.  There 
was  no  swelling  of  the  glands.    M.  Labb6  now  determiued  to 
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perform  total  excision  of  the  larynx.  Chloroform  was  adminis- 
tered through  the  tracheal  cauula  of  Trendelenburg  and  nearly 
complete  ansBsthesia  obtained.  A  T  incision  was  first  made^  the 
long  branch  of  which  extended  vertically  from  the  hyoid  bone  as 
low  down  as  possible.  The  larynx  was  next  isolated  and  extir- 
pated ;  for  this  portion  of  the  operation  the  galvano-cautcry  alone 
was  used.  The  larynx  was  drawn  from  below  upward,  and  the 
wound  sutured  above  to  diminish  its  extent.  An  oesophageal 
sound  was  introduced  into  the  oesophageal  wound,  and  on  the 
fourth  day  iodoform  was  substituted  as  a  dressing  for  washing 
and  carbolic  applications.  On  the  fourteenth  day  (he  tempera* 
ture  and  pulse  of  the  patient  was  normal,  pain  had  disappeared, 
and  the  wound  had  rapidly  contracted.  Alimentation  was  easily 
effected.  Examination  of  the  tumor  showed  it  to  be  a  spindle- 
celled  sarcoma.  This  operation,  first  performed  by  Billroth,  had 
never  been  previously  done  in  France. — Oazett^  Hebdomadaire 
de  Mid.  et  de  Chirurgie,  March  27,  1885. 


Nephrectomy. — In  a  very  able  paper  on  this  subject,  read  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Surgical  Association,  the  au- 
thor, Prof.  Samuel  W.  Gross,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  concludes 
as  follows : 

'^  From  a  careful  analysis  of  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  the  sur- 
gery of  the  kidney  contained  in  this  paper,  based  as  it  is  upon  a 
study  of  nearly  four  hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  different  opera- 
tions, I  believe  that  I  am  justified  in  formulating  the  following 
propositions  for  discussion  : 

'H.  That  lumbar  nephrectomy  is  a  safer  operation  than  ab- 
dominal nephrectomy. 

'^2.  That  primary  extir|)ation  of  the  kidney  is.  indicated,  first, 
in  sarcoma  of  adult  subjects;  secondly,  in  benign  neoplasms  at 
any  age;  thirdly,  in  the  early  stage  of  tubercular  disease; 
fourthly,  in  rupture  of  the  ureter;  and,  lastly,  in  urethral  fistula. 

''3.  That  nephrectomy  nbould  not  be  resorted  to  until  after 
the  failure  of  other  measures,  first,  in  subcutaneous  laceration  of 
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For  the  Curb  op  C!orns. — M.  Vigier  reoommends  the  fol- 
lowing: Salicylic  acid,  15  grains;  alcoholic  extract  of  can- 
nabis indioa,  7}  grains ;  alcohol  (99  degrees),  15  minims ;  ether 
(62  degrees),  37^  minims ;  flexible  collodion,  75  minims.  Mix 
and  preserve  in  a  closely  corked  vial.  The  com  is  to  be  painted 
thoroughly  with  this  mixture  every  second  day  for  a  week.  At 
the  end  of  this  time,  it  is  said,  the  corn  can  be  readily  expressed 
by  pressure  of  the  fingers. — Medical  Becard. 


Treatment  op  Diabetes  Mellitus. — Dr.  Dornblutb,  of 
Rostock  {Deutches  Archiv  fur  Kliniache  Med.),  gives  the  results 
of  carefully-conducted  experiments  upon  four  cases  of  diabetes 
mellitus. 

The  diet  was  strictly  limited  to  meat,  eggs,  soup,  and  cofifee 
without  milk.  The  only  djink  allowed  was  seltzer,  with  a  little 
red  wine.  Occasionally  some  other  food  was  given,  but  no  legu- 
minous vegetables.  Moderate  exercise  was  enjoined.  The  rem- 
edies tested  were  salicylate  of  soda,  iodoform,  carbolic  acid,  and 
salicin. 

Iodoform  was  not  found  to  influence  the  excretion  of  sugar  in 
any  way.  The  others  were  each  efiectual  in  reducing  the  amount 
of  sugar,  and  in  compensating  for  the  ill  effects  of  a  return  to 
amylaceous  food  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  also  in  either  improv- 
ing the  general  health  or  checking  its  progressive  decline.  None 
of  the  cases,  however,  were  cured,  all  being  far  advanced  when 
coming  under  observation. 

Carbolic  acid  was  condemned  for  its  bad  effects  on  the  system 
in  the  large  doses  required  to  effect  the  excretion  of  sugar.  Sal- 
icylic acid  causes  headache^  aural  symptoms,  and  is  badly  borne 
by  the  stomach. 

Salicin   was  equally — sometimes   even    more — e£Bcient  as    a 
remedy,  and  had  no  injurious  or  troublesouie  effects.    The  largest 
doses  found  necessary  (eight  grammes  per  dose,  eighteen  grammes 
per  day)  were  taken  without  any  detriment. 
3    S.  P. 
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Serious  objections  may  be  urged  against  the  purely  dietetic 
treatment  of  diabetes.  It  is  not  long  tolerated  by  the  patient ; 
exposes  him  to  the  grave  danger  of  aoetonsemia ;  is  expensive,  and 
difficult  to  enforce  on  the  patient,  who  is  sure  to  be  discontented ; 
and,  finally,  is  at  best  but. a  palliative,  not  aiming  at  a  curative 
result.  Salicin  should  be  given  in  three  to  six  gktimme  doses, 
hblf  an  hour  before  each  meal.  When  no  more  sugar  can  be 
detected  in  the  urine,  we  may  allow  one  meal  of  amylaceous  food 
daily,  increasing  the  dose  of  salicin. — Med,  Timea. 


The  Uses  of  Cocaine. — Decidedly  there  is  a  future  for  co- 
caine. It  is  destined  to  have  a  permanent  plac6  in  medicine, 
surgery,  and  dentistry.  The  scope  of  its  uses  is  not  yet  defined, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  its  applications  are  widening  as  experi- 
ments with  it  are  extended. 

We  have  been  especially  impressed  with  this  fact  in  lookinc: 
over  the  literature  of  the  subject  recently  issued,  by  the  house  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit.  They  have  published  several  most 
interesting  pamphlets.  One  is  entitled  ^^  Cocaine  in  Dental  Sur- 
gery,^' another  is  a  working  bulletin  on  the  drug,  containing  a 
variety  of  original  material,  and  a  third,  a  well  composed  colla- 
tion of  what  has  been  reported  about  it  in  home  and  foreign 
medical  literature.  These  pamphlets  will  be  sent  without  charge 
by  the  house  to  any  one  mentioning  the  name  of  this  journal, 
and  they  are  worth  reading  by  all. 

The  same  firm  has  devised  a  very  handy  and  ingenious  ''  cocaine 
case,''  which  they  sell  at  a  moderate  price,  and  which  impresses 
us  as  the  best  of  the  kind  we  have  seen. — PhUaddphia  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter ,  Aug.  29,  1885. 


HiooouoH. — Dr.  Maxwell  Ramos,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Dnjardin 
Beaumetz,  speaks  highly  of  cooling  the  lobe  of  the  ear  in  obsti- 
nate hiccough.  It  is  not  necessary  to  refrigerate ;  a  cold  lotion 
suffices. 
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Poisons,  Their  Effects  and  Detection;  a  manual  for  the  use  of 
Analytical  Chemists  and  Experts,  with  an  introductory  essay  on 
the  growth  of  Modem  Toxicology.  By  Alexander  Wynton 
Blyth,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  F.  C.  S.,  etc.  Public  Analyst  for  the 
County  of  Devon;  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Public  Anal3rst 
for  St.  Marylebone.  With  tables  and  illustrations.  Vol.  ii, 
cloth,  8  vo.,  pp.  333.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and 
58  Lafayette  Place,  New  York.   1885. 

We  called  the  attention  of  oar  readers  to  the  second  volume  of 
this  ezoellent  work  in  our  last  nnmber;  this  one  having  failed  to 
reaoh  us  in  its  proper  time  by  some  mishap  on  the  part  of  Uncle 
Sam's  post-office  officials. 

The  first  volume  contains:  Fart  1.  Introductory;  2.  Defini- 
tion, Classification,  Statistics,  Methods  of  Testing,  etc.;  3,  Adds 
and  Alkalies;  4.  More  or  less  volatile  poisonous  substances  oapa- 
ble  of  being  separated  by  distillation  from  neutral  and  acid 
liquids ;  Alkaloids  and  poisonous  vegetable  principles  separated 
by  aloobolio  solvents. 

The  two  volumes  give  a  very  complete  and  satisfttcUNy  his- 
tory and  elucidation  of  toxicology  from  the  earliest  times  to  the 
present  day,  and  will  be  a  most  valuable  addition  to  any  physi- 
cian's library. 

A  Treatise  on  Epidemic  Cholera  and  Allied  Disease.  By  A.  B. 
Palmer,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.,  Professor  of  Pathology,  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  College  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Michigan;  author  of  a  work  on  The 
Science  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  etc.,  8  vo.,  cloth.  Register 
Publishing  House,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  Publishers.    1885. 
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This  publication,  so  timely  in  view  of  the  probable  visitation 
of  epidemic  cholera  in  this  country,  consists  of  a  volume  of  about 
200  pages,  neatly  and  substantially  gotten  up,  and  bound  in  doth. 
It  contains  a  summary  of  the  literature  on  the  subject  brought 
down  to  the  present  time,  including  the  recent  investigations  of 
Koch  and  others;  and  in  it  the  causes,  methods  of  prevention 
and  treatment  will  be  fully  discussed,  and  definite  directions  will 
be  given. 

The  reputation  of  the  author  as  a  practitioner,  teacher  and 
writer,  and  his  large  experience  in  cholera  during  three  seasons 
of  its  prevalence  in  Chicago,  is  a  guarantee  of  the  character  of 
the  work. 

In  order  to  render  it  readily  accessible  to  all  who  may  desire 
it,  the  price  has  been  put  down  to  $1,  and  for  this  sum  it  will  be 
sent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  to  any  address  in  the  United  States  or 
Oanada,  by  the  Ann  Arbor  Register  Publishing  House,  19,  21 
and  23  Huron  street,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

Index-Catalogue  or  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Of- 
fice, United  States  Army.     Authors  and  Subjects.    Vol.  vl 
HeastieJnsfeldt.     Washington,    Government    printing-office. 
1885.     Pp-  ^05^' 
The  si^zth  volume  of  this  handsomely-printed  catalogue  com- 
pletes the  work  to  and  beyond  the  ninth  letter  of  the  alphabet, 
and  indudes  7,900  author-titles,  representing  2,543  volumes  and 
7,260  pamphlets.    It  also  includes  14,590  subject-titles  of  sepa- 
rate books  and  pamphlets,  and  35,290  titles  of  articles  in  periodi- 
cals.   The  total  number  of  book-titles  contained  in  the  six  vol- 
umes which  have  appeared  is  64,142,  and  of  the  journal  anidee, 
219,154.    In  arrangement  of  matter  and  general  appearance  the 
volume  corresponds  with  former  issues  of  the  series,  which  re- 
flects honor  upon  American  medicine. 

TABULiE  ANATOMiCiE  OsTEOLOGiiE.  Edited  by  Charles  H.  Von- 
rlein,  a.  M.,  M.  D.,  4to,  cloth,  32  lithograph  plates.  Pub- 
lished by  Cincinnati  Lithographic  Company.     1883. 

For  the  student  of  anatomy,  and  as  a  reference  book  for  the 
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practitioner  of  surgery  and  medicine,  we  cannot  too  highly  extol 
this  work.  The  plates  are  excellent,  and  the  elucidation  of  each 
individual  figure  renders  it  simple  and  easy  to  comprehend.  Our 
profession  at  the  present  day  is  clamoring  for  simplicity  and 
brevity  in  its  medical  works,  and  where  we  find  them  united  as 
in  this  collection  of  anatomical  material,  not  only  will  it  be  readily 
purchased,  but  recommended  and  praised.  In  this  book  we  have 
both  these  factors  admirably  connected  inseparably  together.  Its 
author  needs  no  eulogy  at  our  hands. 

Insomnia  and  Other  Disorders  of  Sleep.  Dy  Henry  M.  Lyman, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Nervous  Diseases,  in 
Rush  Medical  College;  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  Woman's  Medical  College;  and  Ph^rsician  to  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  Chicago,  111.  8  vo.,  doth,  pp.  239.  W.  T. 
Keener,  Publisher,  96  Washington  street,  Chicago,  111.  1885. 

Professor  Lyman  has  given  us  a  very  excellent  monograph  on 
the  Disorders  of  Sleep,  that  will  fully  compensate  any  one  for 
the  time  occupied  in  its  careful  perusal.  It  is  written  in  an  easy, 
entertaining  manner,  and  was  to  us,  for  one  night  at  least,  a  cause 
of  wakefulness. 

He  discusses  and  thoroughly  considers  in  chapter  1 :  The  Na- 
ture  and  Cause  of  Sleep,  2.  Insomnia  and  Wakefulness;  3. 
Bemedies  for  Insomnia;  4.  Treatment  of  Insomnia  in  Particular 
Diseases;  6.  Dreams;  6.  Somnambulism;  7.  Hypnotism. 

The  type,  paper  and  binding  comprise  a  very  fitting  repository 
for  the  yery  correct  and  instructive  ideas  of  the  author. 

Comparative  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  By  F.  Jeffrey  Bell, 
M.  A.,  Professor  of  Comparative  Anatomy  in  King's  College. 
Cloth,  12  mo.,  pp.  555.  Illustrated  with  229  engravings.  Lea 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1885. 

This  is  another  of  ''The  Students'  Manual  Series,^'  and  a  most 
excellent  one  at  that.  The  descriptions  are  clear,  the  illustra- 
tions good,  and  the  press-work  and  paper  unexceptionable  and 
quite  in  keeping  with  the  custom  and  established  rule  of  the 
well-known  publishing  house  of  Lea.    The  student  of  biology 
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will  be  materially  benefited  by  a  caretal  investigation  of  this 
valuable  little  work. 

Diseases  of  the  Tongue.  By  Henry  T.  Butlin,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  late 
Sugeon  and  Demonstrator  of  Practical  Surgery  and  Diseases  of 
the  Larynx,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital;  lately  Erasmus  Wilson, 
Professor  of  Pathology  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  Illus- 
trated with  chromolithographs  and  engravings,  12  mo.,  cloth,  pp. 
451.  (Clinical  Manual  Series.)  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadd- 
phia,  Publishers.     1885. 

The  author  of  this  excellent  monograph  haa  made  a  most  ex- 
cellent use  of  his  opportunities  as  a  member  of  the  Staff  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  has  placed  before  his  professional 
brethren  a  very  valuable  mass  of  clinical  facts,  neatly  and  sys- 
tematically arranged.  The  student  and  general  practitioner  will 
here  find  a  full  but  condensed  statement  of  both  the  rare  and 
common  pathological  conditions  of  the  tongue. 


^ditotial. 


The  Amebioan  Medical  Association, — Some  of  our  con- 
temporaries have,  during  the  past  few  months,  been  waging  war 
upon  the  National  Association.  We  say  National^  for  it  is  un- 
questionably the  representative  medical  organization,  and  the 
only  one,  of  the  American  people.  We  can  but  question  the 
wisdoib  and  propriety  of  this.  It  certainly  is  not  the  result  of 
a  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration  of  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  Association;  but  rather  shows  upon  the  face— or  it  is 
quite  apparent  by  reading  between  the  lines — to  be  born  of  one 
of  the  twin  daughters  of  Tartarus — Malice  or  Envy. 

What  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  Association?  Comroenoiiig 
its  existence  thirty- six  years  ago,  it  has  held  its  annual  meetings 
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year  after  year,  and  while  its  membership  has  changed  from  year 
to  year^  the  grand  and  glorious  purposes  of  its  founders  and  orig- 
inators were  as  fully  exemplified  at  the  last  annual  meeting  as  at 
any  that  have  preceded  it. 

Year  by  year,  true  and  earnest  devotees  of  a  noble  science 
have  brought  their  gifts  and  laid  them  upon  its  altar,  whose 
incense  has  been  wafted  to  the  four  quarters  of  our  great  countryi 
giving  life^  health  and  happiness  to  thousands  who  know  not 
even  that  such  an  association  exists.  In  its  nomadic  character^ 
its  largest  membership  each  year^  in  many  instances  a  majority, 
has  been  made  up  from  members  of  the  profession  in  the  imme- 
diate locality  of  the  meeting.  Yet;  whether  meeting  at  Boston 
or  the  Golden  Gate,  at  Chicago,  Detroit,  or  the  Crescent  City,  on 
the  border  or  in  the  interior,  its  purposes,  its  ends,  have  ever 
remained  the  same.  Sectionalism  has  had  no  part  or  parcel  in 
its  make-up,  its  essayed  efforts,  or  its  accomplished  results.  That 
it  is,  and  ever  has  been,  other  than  representative  of  the  regular 
profession  in  the  United  States,  we  most  emphatically  deny,  and, 
as  evidence,  adduce  the  recorded  list  of  members  present  at  any 
meeting.  The  records  of  every  meeting,  from  that  of  its  organ- 
ization to  the  last,  show  the  preponderance  of  the  local  physicians. 
Yet,  whatever  locality  is  cited,  those  in  attendance  from  the  local- 
ity tire  the  most  progressive,  talented  and  honored  physicians  of 
that  locality^  Take  the  meeting  in  this  city  in  1857,  turn  back 
to  the  volume  of  Transactions  for  that  year,  and  see  who  were  in 
attendance  from  Tennessee.  But  few  of  them  are  left  npon  the 
stage  of  action  at  this  day — ^and  they  stand  out  as  the  patriarchs 
and  fathers  of  the  science  in  this  section,  and  are  respected  knd 
honored  alike  by  their  professional  associates  who  have  since 
entered  the  ranks,  and  the  entire  community  in  which  they  live. 
And  as  for  the  great  majority  who  have  "  crossed  the  river,'*  their 
memories  are  bright  in  the  land  which  they  honored,  and  they 
are  remembered  with  esteem,  veneration  and  love  by  fill  who 
knew  them,  in  the  profession  or  out  of  it. 

Although  but  upon  the  threshold  of  medicine  at  that  day,  we 
can  well  remember  such  men  as  Eve,  Bowling,  Watson,  Winston, 
Foster,  Avent,  Ramsey,  and   many  others,  and  whether  from 
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metropolitan  walks  or  village  hamlet,  in  every  single  instance, 
,  we  do  not  fear  to  make  the  assertion,  that  the  Tennessee  del^ates 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  1867,  were  the  ablest, 
the  most  pro&;ressive,  the  most  honorable,  and  the  most  respected 
members  of  the  profession  in  their  respective  places  of  residence. 

Having  been  honored  with  membership  since  1876,  we  have 
been  absent  from  but  few  of  the  subsequent  meetings,  and  we 
know  that  down  to  and  including  the  meeting  at  New  Orleans, 
the  same  assertion  will  still  hold  good,  and  we  defy  its  contradic- 
tion. Whether  in  Louisville  or  Chicago,  Cleveland  or  New 
Orleans,  Atlanta  or  New  York,  Washington  or  Richmond,  we 
have  no  fears  tnat  our  veracity  will  be  questioned  when  we  posi- 
tively and  emphatically  assert  that  the  delegates  in  attendance 
each  year  from  the  State  or  locality  in  which  its  meeting  was 
held  were  the  leading  men  in  the  regular  profession  in  that 
locality. 

As  for  the  delegates  from  adjacent  or  distant  States,  they  have 
always  been  as  representative  as  membership  in  their  State  and 
local  organizations  could  make  them.  Pah ! — the  idea  that  the 
Association  does  not  represent  the  profession !  It  is  too  absurd 
to  even  be  ridiculous. 

As  to  what  the  Association  has  done  in  its  more  than  a  third 
of  a  century's  existence,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  attempt  for 
our  readers  a  mere  summary;  nor  could  we  do  it,  without  devot- 
ing to  the  task  more  than  several  volumes  of  our  modest  journal- 
istic venture,  in  addition  to  requiring  the  aid  of  able  and 
energetic  collaborators.  One  single  instance  we  can  not  forego 
citing.  The  wondrous  revolution  in  uterine  surgery  that  immor- 
talized a  Sims  was  first  laid  as  a  votive  ofiering  before  this  shrine. 
So  in  general  surgery,  general  practice,  the  varied  specialties  and 
departments  of  the  healing  art,  the  volumes  of  Transactions  con- 
stitute a  most  valued  storehouse..  Granted  that  the  genius  and 
talent  of  Sims  and  his  fellow-laborers  would  have  inevitably 
come  to  the  front,  irrespective  of  the  existence  of  the  Associa- 
tion, yet  we  are  confident  they  would  have  taken  far  greater  time 
to  have  materialized ;  and  we  doubt  if  ever  they  would  have 
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awakened  that  enthusiastD,  that  energy,  or  that  progress  in  their 
special  lines  that  has  resulted  in  so  much  good  to  mankind. 

Invidious  comparisons  have  also  been  recently  made  in  connec- 
tion with  the  British  Association.  Are  there  just  grounds  for 
this?  Compare  the  two,  fairly  and  equitably,  during  the  last 
third  of  a  century.  In  the  American  Association's  volumes  and 
publications  will  be  found  quite  as  much  progress,  original 
research  and  advancement  as  in  the  Associations  of  any  of  our 
trans-Atlantic  brothers.  The  only  difference  to  be  discovered  is 
the  larger  attendance  in  the  British  Association,  and  they  have 
journalized  their  Transactions,  and  issued  them  in  the  form  of  a 
weekly  periodical  for  a  longer  time. 

Is  there  not  a  good  and  valid  reason  why  ^he  annual  meetings 
of  one  should  be  more  largely  attended  than  the  other?  Can  it 
not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  reason  solely  of  greater 
density  of  population  and  greater  facilities  of  transportation? 
Compare  the  distance  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco — from 
the  lakes  to  the  gulf— with  that  from  Land's  End  to  John  o' 
Groats.  Is  the  difference  greater  than  would  reasonably  be  pro- 
portionate to  the  difference  in  the  numerical  strength  of  the  two 
Associations?  The  shorter  distance  to  be  traveled,  together  with 
the  average  greater  professional  incomes  in  a  denser  population, 
have  certainly  been  overlooked.  We  can  cordially  and  heartily 
approve  of  any  progress  or  advancement  in  medicine,  whether  it 
comes  from  Great  Britain,  Afghanistan,  or  the  jungles  of  Africa; 
but  we  have  not  yet  felt  disposed  to  bow  down  and  worship 
every  thing,  just  because  it  is  "  from  over  the  water."  We  claim 
as  great  a  degree  of  admiration  and  esteem  for  English  civiliza- 
tion, enlightenment  and  progress  as  anyone,  when  such  is  a 
demonstrable  and  acceptable  fact.  Yet  we  can  but  regret  that 
English  worshiping  that  has  rendered  so  many  Americans  ridicu- 
lous, and  ''  dudeism  "  should  have  crept  into  the  medical  profes- 
sion— and  fie  I  fie ! — manifesting  itself  in  those  who  ecisay  to  lead 
their  fellows! 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  offer  a  few  words  of  fraternal  sug- 
gestion :  If  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  way  the  Association  is 
managed,  its  methods,  its  manners,  or  its  progress,  instead  of 
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carping^  oaviliDg^  or  unjustly  criticising;  instead  of  trying  to 
crowd  down  and  belittle  the  efforts  of  your  brethren,  who  are 
earnestly,  honestly  and  sincerely  devoting  their  energies  in  behalf 
of  their  fiellow-men ;  if  you  are  a  true  and  honorable,  a  just  and 
upright  member  of  the  regular  profession,  join  in  with  your  fel- 
lows, meet  them  at  the  regular  sessions  of  the  Assodation,  and 
in  an  open,  above-board  and  manly  manner,  see  to  it  that  the 
Association  is  not  debased  by  being  used  for  mere  selfish  aggrand- 
izement. With  representatives  selected  by  representative  asso« 
ciations  and  societies  throughout  the  land,  whose  only  require- 
ments are  integrity  of  character  and  honesty  of  purpose,  you 
surely  need  have  no  fears  that  you  will  be  degraded  or  disgraced. 
It  may  be  that  the  Association  next  year  will  be  largely  composed 
of  members  of  the  profession  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
locality  in  which  the  meeting  is  held;  but  it  will  also  be  com- 
posed just  as  largely  of  gentlemen,  who  are  devoting  their  best 
energies  to  the  advancement  of  science.  If  the  political  trick- 
ster or  the  ward  bummer  does  come  to  the  surfEice,  you,  if  influ- 
enced by  the  right  motive,  can  find  ample  assistance  to  snow  him 
under,  be  it  in  May  or  June.  But  if  you  are  of  the  political 
trickster,  or  ward-bummer  variety — if  you  are  of  the  Pharisaical 
tribe,  with  your  "  I  am  holier  than  thou,*'  why  perhaps  you  will 
gain  at  least  a  little  more  notoriety,  of  the  cheap  and  evanescent 
sort,  by  standing  off  and  throwing  stones,  dirt  and  filth ;  or  hurl- 
ing anathema  and  maranatha  through  the  columns  of  the  period- 
ical which  you  may  perchance  control.  And  if  you  will  have 
something  of  merit  and  use,  well  tried  and  true,  from  across  the 
the  big  pond,  take  this  from  ^'Auld  Reekie,''  and  put  it  in  your 
pipe  and  smoke  it: 

<•  'T  is  an  ill  bird  that  foult  its  own  nest" 
Tou  have  as  much  right  and  title  in  the  Association,  if  an 
honorable  member  of  the  regular  profession,  as  anyone.  Tou 
can  have  as  much  influence  as  anyone.  If  your  suggestions  are 
right,  and  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  profession,  do  you  fear 
that  an  assemblage,  composed  of  representatives  of  your  profes- 
sion, in  republican  America,  will  not  adopt  them?  If  you  have 
any  thing  of  merit  to  offer,  rest  assured  it  will  be  accepted  and 
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dae  honor  aooorded  you.  If  700  are  not  selected  or  chosen  to 
occupy  a  place  of  prominence  or  apparent  honor,  do  not  forget 
that  the  highest  honors  accorded  by  the  Association  were  accorded 
Sims  long  before  he  was  placed  at  its  nominal  head.  If  its  code 
of  ethics  are  not  in  accord  with  your  views;  if  its  customs,  rules 
of  order,  regulations  and  resolutions  do  not  satisfy  you,  stay  in  , 
the  Association,  meet  with  it,  and  advocate  your  views  before  it, 
in  an  honorable  and  gentlemanly  manner,  and  rest  satisfied  that 
"if  you  are  right,  you  will  surely  go  ahead/'  And  don't,  we 
beseech  you,  if  your  views  are  not  adopted,  in  a  spirit  of  child- 
ishness that  has  too  often  been  witnessed,  tear  down  your  play- 
house if  you  can't  have  it  built  exactly  as  you  want  it.  Tes,  we 
quite  agree  with  the  New  York  Medical  Journal^  in  its  editorial 
of  the  12th  ult.,  '4hat  the  Association  'must  go'"  on. 


Hamilton's  RBSiONATioir. — **  There  are  very  strong  indications  that  on 
Nov.  1st,  the  date  upon  which  the  resignation  of  Dr.  J.  fi.  Hamilton  as  Sur- 
geon-General of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  takes  effect,  Dr.  Willoughby 
Walling,  of  Indianapolis,  will  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy." —  WoBhingion 
TOegram  in  NashrnUe  Union  0/  Sept  19,  tUt 

*'It  is  understood  that  the  President  has  decided  not  to  make  a  change  in  the 
office  of  Surgeon-€^neral  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  and  accordingly  will 
not  accept  Dr.  Hamilton's  resignation." —  Washington  Aaaoeictted  Press  DUpateh 
in  Nashville  Amenean  of  Sept  2&th. 

**  Dr.  Walling,  who  is,  or  was,  ex-Senator  McDonald's  candidate  for  Dr 
Hamilton's  place  at  the  head  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  called  on  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  to  present  his  claims.  He  was  very  civilly  received  by  the 
President,  who  said  he  would  be  disposed  to  appoint  him,  but  for  two  consider- 
ations. First»  he  saw  no  reason  to  make  a  change,  and  if  he  were  to  make  one 
he  saw  no  reason  for  going  outside  of  the  service  for  a  man  to  put  at  its  head. 
The  office,  he  added,  was  one  which  politics  had  nothing  to  do  with.  Dr.  EUm- 
ilton  withdrew. — "  Washington  Telegram  in  Nashville  Union  of  Sept  25th, 

<(  The  contest  of  the  Surgeon-Generalship  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  is 
still  raging.  Dr.  Walling,  one  of  the  candidates  for  Dr.  Hamilton's  place, 
arrived  here  yesterday.  To-day  ex-Senator  McDonald  and  Senator  Yoorhees 
called  upon  Secretary  Manning  in  the  interest  of  Dr.  Walling.  The  impression 
that  Dr.  EUmilton's  resignation  will  be  accepted  and  that  there  will  be  no 
change  made  is  gaining  strength." —  Washington  Telegram  in  Nashville  Union  of 
Sept.2»th. 

With  such  conflicting  statements  furnished  the  reading  corn- 
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munity,  a  very  natural  qaestion  arises,  whether  John  B.  Hamil- 
ton, M.D.,  Supervising  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Hospital  Service,  or  as  the  press  dispatches  have  often  called  him, 
^^  Surgetm-Gteneral  Hamilton/'  meaning,  we  suppose,  that  he  is 
the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States,  is  to  ''  resign ''  on  the 
1st  of  November  next. 

When  the  medical  philanthropists  and  sanitarians  of  the  nation 
earnestly  strove  to  have  established  a  National  Health  Service, 
the  National  Board  of  Health  was  tried.  It  has,  so  far,  been  to 
some  extent  a  failure.  It  might  have  been  a  failure  if  let  alone. 
It  was  surely  and  certainly  a  fiiilure  when  the  great  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, by  wire  pulling  and  trickery,  undermined  and  destroyed  it. 

Dr.  Bailhache,  one  of  Hamilton's  attaches,  was  a  member  of 
the  National  Board,  and  gave  his  master  all  its  inside  workings 
from  day  to  day,  and  all  its  plans  were,  in  so  far  as  he  was  able, 
thwarted,  insidiously  opposed  and  trammeled,  and  its  contem- 
plated or  projected  efforts  in  many  instances  nipped  in  the  bud; 
and  thus  the  ever  true  proverb  of  "  a  house  divided  against  itself," 
was  again  exemplified. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  not  being  satbfied  to  attend  to  the  legitimate 
duties  of  his  service,  which  was  to  care  for  disabled  seamen,  for 
which  they  pay  a  monthly  tax  to  the  government,  has  o'erleapt 
himself.  His  ambition  to  ^' boss  "the  sanitary  and  quarantine 
affairs  of  the  nation^ was  too  bold  and  impudent  to  stand,  and  out- 
raged every  thinking  man  who  observed  the  facts;  and  hence,  if 
he  is  '^  to  go,"  the  ^lajority  of  the  medical  profession  will  be 
delifithted,  and  well  would  it  have  been  for  the  country  at  large, 
and  his  branch  of  the  service  in  particular,  if  he  had  gone  long 
since.  National  sanitary  lee;islation  has  been  prevented  by  him, 
progress  has  been  stayed,  and  enlightened  methods  trampled 
upon.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  National  Legislature  oan  be 
allowed  to  look  into  these  matters  from  an  impartial  standpoint, 
now  that  it  is  possible  that  the  Great  Mogul  is  '^  to  go.''  With- 
out altogether  endorsing  the  past  policy  of  the  National  Board, 
or  concurring  in  its  method  of  organization,  we  are  prepared  to 
congratulate  it  upon  the  prospect  of  its  enemy's  defeat.  If  it  has 
made  mistakes,  we  believe  them  to  have  been  honest  ones,  or  due 
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largely  to  the  very  intermeddling  to  which  we  have  referred.  If 
Hamilton's  successor  attempts  his  tactics,  he  must  beware;  the 
country  will  not  stand  it.  But  be  he  who  he  may,  we  do  not  in 
the  future  expect  to  see  so  important  a  position  occupied  by  so 
small  an  individual. 

There  should  be  a  national  health  service  of  some  kind,  with 
distinct  and  definite  duties;  it  should  be  untrameled,  and  given 
a  reasonable  support  and  a  certain  field  of  legitimate  work.  We 
need  either  a  Health  Department,  or  at  least  a  National  Health 
Commissioner,  aqd  now  that  this  war  between  the  N.  B.  H.  and 
the  M.  H.  S.  is  at  an  end,  some  attempt,  we  hope,  will  be  made 
in  the  right  direction. 

We  do  not  know  how  to  exactly  account  for  the  contradictory 
news  items  that  have  been  flashed  over  the  country  regarding 
this  matter.  We  have  it  on  pretty  good  authority  that  the  '^  Sur- 
geon-Qeneral,''  for  some  time  past,  has  had  the  agent  at  Wash- 
ington who  dishes  up  the  press  dispatches  under  his  control,  and 
has  time  and  again  made  use  of  him  in  electrifying  the  natives 
with  items  that  were  of  material  benefit  to  the  Hamilton  interest. 
He  is  shrewd  and  unscrupulous  enough  to  subsidize  anyone  or 
any  thing  in  his  o^n  personal  interest. 

We  have  never^been  thoroughly  satisfied  as  to  the  necessity  of 
the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  any  more  than  for  a  Marine  Tailors' 
Service,  a  Marine  Bakers'  Service,  a  Marine  Butchers'  Service, 
or  a  Railroad  Hospital  Service,  etc.,  etc.  Yet,  as  such  an  attach- 
ment of  the  Treasury  Department  has  crept  into  existence,  let  us 
at  least  keep  it  within  its  legitimate  bounds.  National  sanitation 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  a  separate  and  independent 
department  for  itself,  and  the  statesman  who  will  take  the  correct 
view  of  this  matter,  and  work  it  up  to  a  successful  issue,  will 
build  not  only  wisely  but  well. 


OfiiTiTARY :  H.  A.  ScHELL,  M.  D.— Dr.  "  Gus  "  Schell  died 
at  his  residence  in  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  Friday,  Sept.  25th,  at  6  a.  m. 
His  death  had  been  expected  for  several  days,  although  he  had 
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only  been  oonfiDed  to  his  bed  for  less  than  a  week*  His  medical 
attendants  attribute  his  death  to  brain  trouble,  which  had  been 
feared  for  nearly  a  year.  His  loss  will  be  greatly  felt  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived.  An  honorable,  upright,  generous 
and  noble-hearted  physician,  universally  esteemed  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  the  second  son  of  the  late  Samuel 
F.  and  Mary  Schell,  and  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  November, 
1834,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Gallatin  when  very  young. 
Beceiving  a  liberal  education  at  our  schools,  he  became  a  pupil  of 
Dr.  James  Franklin,  a  prominent  physician  of  Grallatin,  and 
afterwards  graduated  with  honor  at  the  Pennsylvania  Medical 
School  at  Philadelphia.  Subsequently  he  graduated  at  the  Nash- 
ville Medical  School.  Commencing  practice  at  Gallatin*  he  took 
a  high  position  among  his  medical  brethren  and  the  people,  and 
maintained  it  during  life.  His  skill  as  a  surgeon  was  pronounced. 
He  was  justly  regarded  as  the  peer  of  any  in  the  State,  and  per- 
formed many  difficult  operaticosi  which,  elsewhere  but  in  a  coun- 
ty village,  would  have  won  him  a  national  reputation.  In  1861 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Baker,  daughter  of  the  late  Z.  W. 
Baker.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  four  children.  In  1862,  during 
the  civil  war,  he  volunteered,  and  was  appointed  Surgeon  to 
Wheeler's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  commenced  service  at  the 
bloody  conflict  at  Murlreesboro,  where  he  found  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  his  skill  as  a  surgeox^  He  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war,  and,  returning  hofne,  resumed  the  practice 
at  Gallatin  assiduously  until  his  death. 


Gb£EN  Springs  Sanitabium,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  John 
S.  Marshall,  is  especially  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  nervous 
diseases,  including  the  opium  and  alcoholic  habits ;  also  diseases 
of  women,  chronic  rheumatism,  skin  diseases,  and  dyspepsia.  Its 
mineral  waters  are  excellent,  its  medical  and  other  attendants 
reliable  and  attentive.  Green  Springs  are  about  70  miles  West 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  sanitarium  is  an  elegant,  commodious, 
and  well  arranged  building,  located  in  a  beautiful  natural  grove 
of  ten  acres.-  For  further  particulars,  terms,  etc., address  Dr. 
John  8.  Marshall,  Green  Springs,  Ohio. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BDITOBIAL.  491 

Flobida  Medical  and  Suboioal  Joitbnal. — On  the  Ist 
day  of  November^  1886,  will  be  issued  from  the  press  room  of  the 
Times-Union,  at  Jacksonville^  Fla.^  a  monthly  journal  of  sixty 
pages,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  sanitation 
in  the  State  pf  Florida.  Terms  of  subscription,  $1.00  per  annum. 
T.  O.  Summers,  M.D.,  C.  H.  Mallett,  M.D.,  and  Neal  Mitchell, 
M.D.,  comprise  the  editorial  staff.  We  cheerfully  place  it  upon 
our  exchange  list,  and  wish  it  every  possible  degree  of  success* 

J.  F.  Stevens,  of  Shabbona,  Ills.,  states :  "  Tongaline  is  a 
valuable  remedy,  and  while  of  service  in  all  forms  of  neuralgia, 
its  best  effects  are  seen  in  treating  neuralgias  of  rheumatic  origin. 
I  have  not  met  a, single  case  of  this  ordinarily  troublesome  disease 
which  did  not  get  speedy  relief,  when  full  doses  of  Tongaline 
were  used.  I  can  recommend  it  as  a  prescription  which  will  yield 
positive  results.*' 

■  ^m  ♦       - 

I  TRIED  "  Peacock's  Fucus  Marina,"  in  two  cases  of  typho- 
DQalarial  fever  (or  remittent  bilious  fever  with  typhoid  complica- 
tions) toith  suoeeMj  and  I  also  used  it  in  one  case  of  jaundice  with 
the  best  results.  P.  McAdahs,  M.D. 

BosedcUe,  0. 

Db.  J.  A.  Cbaio,  of  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  says :  I  have  used 
Papine  in  several  cases  where  opium  wasjndicated,  and  have 
received  splendid  results.  ^  No  bad  depressing^effects  following  its 
use  as  is  always  the  case  following  the  administration  of  opium. 


I  HAVE  tested  Peacock's  Bromides  with(yut  a  single  failure.    It 
acts  like  a  charm,  without  any  bad  after  effects. 

528  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  A.  W.  Newton,  M.D. 


'*  NoTHiNa  can  be  devised  that  will'  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  intended  more  thoroughly  than  Mellier's  Standard  Saddle- 
bags and  Buggy-cases." 
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THE  ANTAGONISM  OF  MEDICINE. 


BY 


W.   M.   VERTKEE8,   M.D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeuties  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


The  principal  objection  to  homoeopathy  rests  not  so  much  in 
the  &ct  that  it  is  an  error  and  a  fraud,  but  that  its  tendency  is  to 
arrest  investigation  in  the  direction  of  rational  therapeutics.  If 
the  law  be  true,  the  necessity  for  seeking  information  from  other 
sources  is  a  waste  of  time.  Posology  is  the  sum  of  medical 
philosophy  in  homoeopathy.  To  know  the  amount  of  similarity 
between  the  physiological  action  of  a  drug  to  any  ps^tbolgical 
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state  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  medical  education.  The 
furnishing  to  the  system  an  agent  that  would  place  it  in  the  con- 
dition, which  you  are  called  to  treat,  if  it  were  not  in  that  condi- 
tion, is  the  guide  to  a  solution  of  the  problem  of  cure.  In  the 
narrow  limits  of  echo  dwells  all  there  is  in  the  grand  homoeopathic 
philosophy;  get  out  of  the  cave  where  no  similar  reverberations 
of  sweet  homoeopathic  infinitesimalities  course  along  the  vital 
current,  and  disease  marches  along  to  the  quiet  shades  of  the 
valley  of  death  without  let  or  hindrance.  No  other  influence 
can  arrest  it.  All  medical  knowledge  is  confined  within  this 
narrow  field.  Is  there  an  educated  man  in  the  profession  that 
believes  it?  If  not,  andMt  is  not  true,  does  not  the  teaching  of 
this  error,  aside  from  the  moral  turpitude  engendered  by  dissim- 
ulation and  fraud  have  a  tendency  to  arrest  investigation  and  re- 
search? Is  not  the  infinitesimal  dose  a  cunning  device  to  elude 
the  responsibility  originating  in  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
many  actions  of  drugs  ?  Ezperiorentation  ceases  when  you  can 
simulate  a  symptom,  and  hence  investigation  need  not  go  further 
than  to  develop  similarity  between  disease  and  the  many  actions 
of  drugs  upon  the  blood  by  combination,  reconstruction  and 
decomposition  of  medicines.  The  wonderful  efiect  of  combined 
agencies  upon  constructive  metamorphosis,  the  mysterious  in- 
fluence of  medicines  on  metabolism,  and  a  number  of  other  actions 
of  medicines  that  result  in  removing  disease  in  which  no  trace  of 
resemblance  can  be  discerned,  are  outside  of  homoeopathic  thera- 
peutics ;  because  of  the  fact  that  no  resemblance  of  their  action 
can  be  manifested  upon  the  healthy  individual.  The  known 
therapeutic  action  of  a  number  of  drugs  is  only  ascertained  by 
their  influence  upon  morbid  conditions,  how  they  act  is  only  con- 
jecture; that  they  do  act  in  the  cure  of  disease  is  not  a  matter  of 
investigation  for  the  homoeopathist,  for  to  be  honest  and  logical 
he  must  first  know  that  it  is  similar  to  the  disease  or  he  has 
departed  from  his  law,  and  cannot,  if  he  is  conscientious,  so  stul- 
tify himself.  Homoeopathy,  I  take  it,  can  have  but  one  tend- 
ency: that  is,  to  bring  its  advocates  into  dissimulation  and 
hypocrisy  by  compelling  them  to  assume  a  position  that  is  only 
tenable  by  deception  or  sophistry.    That  the  intelligent  portion 
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of  those  calling  themselves  homoeopaths  are  not  homoeopaths^ 
ther^  can  be  no  doubt.  Their  therapeutics  are  not  based  upon 
the  single  law ;  though,  in  order  to  profit  by  it,  every  cure  brought 
about  by  any  agency,  they  attribute  to  the  influence  of  their  sys- 
tem; yet  their  prescriptions  will  justify  the  assertion  that  no 
more  attention  is  paid  to  their  law,  than  to  the  opposite  one^ 
''  oontraries  cure  contraries.^'  Now,  has  not  the  regular  school 
just  grounds  for  the  charge  so  often  made,  that  homoeopathy  is 
dishonesty,  that  its  system  is  a  fraud,  and  its  followers  are  driven 
to  the  point  that  no  man  of  prominence  in  their  school  will  hazard 
his  reputation  for  honesty  by  reassuming  that  ^^  aimilia  simUibua 
owantur  "  is  the  only  law  of  cure. 


TWO  CASES  OF  NEUROSES,  PRODUCED  BY  REFLEX 

NERVOUS  ACTION,  CURED  BY  OPERATIVE 

PROCEDURE. 


BY 
W.   D.   HAGGARD,   M.   D., 

Professor  of  Ghfneoology  and  Diseases  of  ChUdreUy  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


Case  First. — Neurosis  of  the  Reeto  Vaginal  Septum  cured  by 
Perineoraphy. — I  was  called,  June  26, 1885,  to  see  Mrs.  H.,  aged 
24,  primipara;  having  a  well  defined  scrofulous  diathesis.  Pre- 
vious to  her  confinement,  five  months  before,  she  enjoyed  good 
health.  I  found  her  in  a  sad  plight ;  her  general  make-up  being 
indicative  of  a  most  delicate  and  highly  sensitive  organization, 
reminding  me  by  her  quick,  agitated  and  apprehensive  manner 
of  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens. 

She  was  profoundly  anemic,  pulse  registering  one  hundred  and 
iorty  to  the  minute,  respiration  thirty-two,  the  inspiratory  effort 
being  much  shorter  than  the  expiratory,  her  ton$2[ue  was  slightly 
furred,  her  bowels  alternating  between  constipation  and  diarrhoea. 
She  had  frequent  belching,  with  occasional  sour  eructations  and 
flatulence. 
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Her  ooDfineineot  was  not  characterised  by^  any  untoward 
symptom  whatever^  resulting  in  the  birth  of  a  daughter  weighing 
seven  pounds.  During  the  puerperal  month  she  suffered  a  good 
deal  of  discomfort  in  the  pelvic  and  lower  abdominal  regions. 

Her  invalidism  continued  without  abatement  for  the  next  four 
months,  becoming  more  localized  as  time  advanced,  and  more 
severe  in  character,  until  finally  the  chief  suffering  was  confined 
to  the  rectum,  for  the  relief  of  which  she  applied  to  a  specialist 
in  rectal  diseases  without  benefit. 

A  digital  examination  revealed  an  un-united  rupture  of  the 
perineum,  extending  quite  down  to  the  sphincter  ani,  following 
this  muscle  one-half  an  inch  to  the  left  Notwithstanding  the 
complete  severance  of  the  perineal  body  through  its  entirety 
down  to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  rectum^  the  fourchette  and  skin 
covering  the  space  from  the  posterior  commissure  to  the  anus 
was  found  intact,  never  having  been  ruptured.  These  tissues 
were  stretched  across  the  open  space  left  by  the  retracting  remains 
of  the  perineal  body  on  either  side  to  the  extent  of  two  fingers 
breadth,  leaving  a  depresision  above,  triangular  in  shape,  with  its 
base  at  the  introitus  vaginae,  and  apex  on  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
rectum  covered  with  firm,  white,  glistening  cicatricial  tissue, 
which  seemed  so  firmly  united  with  the  rectum,  that  when  the 
rectum  and  sphincter  ani  were  placed  upon  the  stretch  as  in 
defecation,  the  pain  was  almost  unbearable.  Indeed  she  was  never 
free  from  suffering  in  this  locality. 

The  problem  to  be  solved  was:  What  caused  this  extreme hyper- 
sesthesia  of  the  nerve  filaments  supplying  theirUroUusfXigifUBtLnd 
the  anal  opening?  To  my  mind,  this  diflScult  question  was  most 
easily  solved  by  referring  the  hypersesthesia  to  pressure  of  the 
peripheral  nerve  filaments  inclosed  in  the  firm  cicatricial  tissue, 
thrown  out  to  shield  and  protect  the  raw  surfaces  lefl  by  the  orig- 
inal rupture ;  the  more  these  tissues  contracted,  the  greater  the 
hypersesthesia  and  the  more  intolerable  the  suffering.  It  this 
reasoning  was  correct,  it  was  manifest  that  but  one  remedy  was 
available,  and  that  was  the  complete  and  perfect  removal  of  all 
cicatricial  tissue,  with  coaptation  and  suture  of  the  walls,  so  as  to 
get  the  parts  to  unite  by  first  intention,  thus  securing  the  restora- 
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tion  of  the  periaeal  body.  After;  dae  preparation,  assisted  by 
Dr.  Jas.  B.  Stephens  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Maddin,  Jr.,  the  patient 
being  anesthetized  and  plaoed  in  the  lithotomy  position,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  perform  perineoraphy  in  the  usual  way,  except  the  point 
of  entrance  and  exit  of  each  suture  was  placed  more  remote  from 
the  denuded  surface  than  Usual,  so  as  to  inclose  as  much  tissue  as 
possible  with  the  suture,  to  prevent  cutting  through  the  parts  by 
the  wire,  on  account  of  the  force  required  to  keep  the  widely 
separated  surfaces  in  apposition.  The  patient  suffered  a  good 
deal  of  pain  until  union  of  the  parts,  which  took  place  by  first 
intention  throughout,  was  effected,  after  which  the  |)ain  gradually 
subsided,  until  now  (three  months  after  the  operation),  the 
patient  is  entirely  free  from  pain  and  in  perfect  health. 

Case  Second. — Neurosis  of  the  Nymphoe,  Vestibule  and  Clitoris 
Oared  by  Trachehrraphy. — I  was  called,  June  25th,  1883,  to  see 
Mrs.  J.,  32  years  of  age,  mother  of  two  children,  aged  respect- 
ively 1  and  8  years.  She  had  always  enjoyed  good  health  until 
the  birth  of  her  last  child,  which  took  place  without  any  unto- 
ward symptom  beyond  a  hard  and  somewhat  protracted  labor. 
After  the  last  confinement  she  was  never  well,  always  with  pain 
in  the  back,  and  heavy  dragging  pains  in  the  lower  abdominal 
region.  She  was  the  subject  of  profuse  leucorrhoeal  discharge  of 
a  thick,  ropy,  albuminous  character;  had  suffered  with  an  illy 
defined  burning  pain  about  the  genitalia  ever  since  her  last  con- 
finement, the  burning,  tingling  sensation  increasing  gradually, 
but  steadily,  and  becoming  more  definitely  localized,  until  for  six 
months  previous  to  my  visit,  she  referred  her  suffering  to  the 
labia  minora,  vestibule  and  clitoris,  placing  her  finger  on  these 
parts,  saying,  '^  Here  is  the  seat  of  iall  my  trouble.''  She  had  now 
been  cqnfined  to  her  bed  most  of  the  time  for  six  months,  with 
an  appetite  fairly  good,  and  to  a  casual  observer  she  appeared  in 
pretty  fair  health ;  but  her  condition  was  such  that  whenever  she 
got  upon  her  feet,  the  burning,  tingling  pain  was  &o  excessive 
that  she  was  compelled  to  resume  the  recumbent  position.  She 
had  been  under  the  care  of  a  number  of  physicians  without  any 
benefit,  and  when  I  was  called  to  her  I  found  her  condition  truly 
pitiable.     I  was  led,  from  her  clinical  history,  to  suspect  uterine 
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trouble;  and*  when  I  suggeBted  that  this  was  possibly  responsible 
for  all  her  suffering,  she  said  she  had  been  examined  by  more 
than  one  physician^  and  no  disease  of  the  womb  discovered.  I 
insisted  on  an  examination,  which  resulted  in  the  detection  of  a 
bilateral  laceration  of  the  cervix.  On  the  left  side  it  extended 
up  to  the  vaginal  junction,  on  the  right  not  quite  so  extensive, 
but  sufficiently  so  to  allow  considerable  erosion  of  the  lips  of  the 
cervix.  I  think  the  laceration  on  the  right  side  was  originally 
quite  as  extensive  as  on  the  left,  but  nature  had  been  more  liberal 
in  the  development  of  cicatricial  ti8*«ue  here  than  on  the  opposite 
side,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  pain  elicited  by  pressure,  and  by 
the  firm,  gritty,  cartilaginous  sensation  imparted  to  the  knife 
when  cutting  away  the  edge  and  bottom  of  the  lacerated  surface 
preparatory  to  closure  by  suture. 

The  womb  was  very  much  larger  and  heavier  than  normal,  ad- 
mitting the  sound  to  a  depth  of  four  inches,  and  anteverted  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  reach  and  expose  the 
cervix  with  a  bivalve  or  circular  speculum,  which  was  probably 
used  by  the  physicians  whose  examinations  preceded  mine,  which 
also  probably  accounts  for  their  failure  to  discover  the  state  of  the 
cervix.  Believing  that  I  had  discovered  the  secret  of  her  sore 
affliction  I  proposed  the  operation  of  trachelorraphy,  and  on  the 
next  day,  assisted  by  Drs.  Richardson,  James  B.  Stephens  and 
others,  I  did  the  operation,  placing  four  silver  sutures  on  the  left 
and  three  on  the  right  side.  On  the  eighth  day  I  removed  the 
sutures,  union  by  first  intention  being  perfect  on  both  sides,  the 
patient  had  a  rapid  and  satisfactory  convalescence,  requiring  no 
further  treatment  except  for  the  anteversion.  She  has  had  no 
recurrence  of  her  neurosis,  although  two  years  have  elapsed  since 
her  recovery. 

In  the  October  number  of  the  I'KAcrriTiONEB  I  reported  a  case 
of  catalepsy  cured  by  perineoraphy,  and  cited  a  case  of  catalepsy 
cured  by  trachelorraphy,  reported  by  Dr.  Sutton,  ol  Pittsburg* 
These  two  cases  of  catalepsy,  with  the  two  cases  of  neuroses  of  the 
recto- vaginal  septum,  and  neurosis  of  the  laMa  minora,  wMbule  and 
clitoris  which  I  now  report,  in  all  of  which  a  cure  was  effected 
by  the  removal  of  the  cicatricial  tissue,  it  is  hoped  will  serve  tooal^ 
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the  attention  of  gynecologists  to  the  snbject.  I  wish  to  emphasize 
the  opinion,  that  the  reflex  phenomena  which  frequently  developes 
in  the  cerebral  centers  into  epilepliform  seizures,  on  each  returning 
menstrual  period  about  the  age  of  puberty,  point  with  no  less 
unerring  certainty  to  the  intimate  relation  between  those  organs, 
than  does  the  causative  influence  of  cicatricial  tissue  to  the  reflex 
phenomena  developed  in  each  of  the  cases  above  referred  to. 
These  cases  illustrate  the  fact  that  reflex  troubles  of  this  character 
are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  are  often  very  violent  in  charac- 
ter. No  development  in  Gynecological  science  has  appeared 
under  apparently  more  different  conditions  and  in  more  varied 
phases  than  the  phenomena  of  reflex  nervous  action,  as  the  out- 
come of  a  pathological  condition,  known  as  cicatricial  tissue. 
When  this  condition  exists  as  a  result  of  a  lacerated  cervix  or  a 
ruptured  perineum,  the  woman  is  liable  to  be  the  subject  of  these 
phenomena,  just  in  proportion  to  the  sensitive  and  impassionable 
nature  of  her  mental  and  physical  organization.  Some  women 
showing  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  reflex,  nervous  influence, 
while  others,  with  cicatricial  tissue,  quite  as  great  in  extent  and 
character,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  show  no  signs  whatever  of  reflex 
nervous  relation.  When  these  symptoms  become  manifested  in 
any  case  there  is  only  one  remedy,  and  that  is,  to  secure  first  the 
removal  of  the  cicatricial  tissue,  second,  the  approximation  of  the 
denuded  surface,  third,  to  procure  union  by  first  intention,  thus 
preventing  the  development  of  cicatricial  tissue  in  the  process  of 
healing. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Deab  Doctor: — Hoping  it  will  influence  other  County  Socie- 
ties to  do  likewise,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Gibson 
County  Medical  Society  at  its  last  meeting ''resolved''  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  our  delegate  to  the  State  Medical  Society.  Know- 
ing there  are  but  few  physicians  pecuniarially  able  to  lose  the 
time  and  pay  their  own  expenses  to  attend  the  State  Society 
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Meetings,  and,  also  appreciating  the  importance  of  keeping  np  a 
State  Society. 

It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  to  yon  that  our  society  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  Organized  a  year  ago  last  June,  each 
meeting  adds  one  or  more  to  its  membership.  Our  last  meeting, 
third  Tuesday  in  this  month,  (a  good  deal  of  sickness  throughout 
the  county),  there  were  fifteen  members  in  attendance.  Two 
essays  read  and  quite  a  lengthy  discussion. 

The  society,  at  its  organic  meeting,  elected  the  Missisnppi 
Valley  Medical  Jovmal  its  organ,  feeling  like  it  was  a  sort  of 
home  enterprise. 

I  have  never  enjoyed  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  the 
State  {Medical  Society,  but  have  watched  its  proceedings  with 
great  interest,  and  much  regret  the  little  interest  the  profession 
seems  to  take  in  its  success.  No  doubt  many  are  like  myself,  too 
busy  fighting  the  battle  of  life  to  spare  the  time  and  means  to 
attend  its  meetings. 

It  is  not  only  a  source  of  mortification  to  see  so  few  county 
societies,  but  it  speaks  in  loud  tones  the  want  of  progressive 
spirit  in  the  profession.  And  of  those  organized,  the  member- 
ship is  conapi&uovsly  small  compared  to  the  number  in  each  county. 
For  instance,  see  the  proceedings  of  Shelby  County .  Medical 
Society  at  its  last  meeting,  only  thirteen  membera  present,  per- 
haps not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  profession  in  Memphis. 
It  is  well  known  that  city  and  town  members  have  a  much  better 
opportunity  to  attend  than  country  members.  I  believe  the  State 
Socieiy  holds  its  next  meeting  in  Memphis, 

As  an  item  of  news  I  can  say  to  you  that  we  have  had  more 
malarial  disease  this,  than  any  summer  for  several,  of  a  mild 
character  however,  with  but  little  tendency  to  congestion. 

In  June  and  July,  we  had  quite  ah  epidemic  of  diarrhoea,  some 
cases  very  stubborn,  but  no  deaths  except  in  case^j  of  infants  or 
children,  and  very  few  of  them.  But  little  tendency  to  dysenteric 
complication;  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  a  case  of  that, 
to  me,  most  dreaded  disease,  typhoid  dysentery.  I  have  had  but 
one  case  of  the  so-called  typho-malarial  fever,  indeed  I  think 
there  has  been  less  typhoid  fever  and  less  typhoid  tendency  than 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ORIGIKAL   COMMUNICATIONS. — BBAL8.  601 

for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  however,  it  seems  to  me  that  when 
we  have  but  little  malarial  disease  we  have  more  typhoid,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  malarial  disease  grows  less,  typhoid  affections  be- 
come more  common. 

I  ma4e  special  request  of  each  member  of  our  society  at  last 
meeting,  to  test  the  new  antipyretic,  antipyrin  and  report  result 
at  next  meeting.  As  an  anti-thermal  in  malarial  pyrexia,  a  solu- 
tion of  bimuriate  of  quinine  in  uric  acid*  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired.  Let  him  who  doubts  test  it,  I  mean  its  use  hypodermi- 
eally,  and  used,  too;  at  the  highest  point  of  the  fever.  Abscesses 
do  not  follow  its  use  either.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit 
prepare  it.  They  also  prepare  it  in  powder  which  dissolves 
readily  in  water.  Think  for  a  moment  how  inestimably  valuable 
it  is  to  have  such  a  preperation.  Where  is  the  physician,  who 
has  practiced  long  in  a  malarial  locality  that  has  not  lost  patients 
for  the  want  of  a  salt  of  quinine  readily  soluble  in  water.  Cases 
where  the  stomach  or  rectum  would  not  retain  quinine,  there 
that  God-given  instrument,  the  hypodermic  syringe,  and  this 
solution  of  quinine  snatches,  as  it  were,  the  doomed  victim  of 
malarial  congestion  from  the  very  jaws  of  death. 

But  my  dear  sir  I  beg  pardon,  I  started  out  to  write  hut  a  few 
lines,  and  here  I  have  intruded  quite  a  long  time.  I  can  only  say, 
if  it  is  worthless,  throw  it  in  the  waste  basket.  And  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  little  truants  at  school,  "  I  wont  do  so  any  more.*^ 

Respectfully, 

S.  W.  Caldwell,  M.  D., 
President  Gibson  Co.,  Med.  Soeiety. 


EUREKA! EUREKA! 


Editor  Southebn  Practitioner: — I  wish  to  give,  your 
readers  the  benefit  of  my  latest  discovery :  A  new  remedy  for 
hemorrhage.       Having  a  patient  suffering  with  purpura'  hemor- 

♦  The  Bi-murate  is  thirteen  per  cent  less  strength  than  the  Sulphate,  there- 
fore should  he  used  in  correspondingly  larger  doses. 
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rbagica,  after  several  days  treatment  with  iron,  quinine^acids^etc, 
he  was  attacked  with  epistaxis.  I  was  sent  for,  but  was  absent  at 
the  time,  and  a  neighboring  physician  was  call<^  on  to  arrest  the 
hemorrhage.  He  told  the  messenger  that  it  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  see  the  patient  in  order  to  ''stop  the  blood/'  as  he 
could  send  something  that  would  ''stop  it''  without  going  to  see 
him.  He  went  into  his  office  and  commenced  writing  as  though 
he  was  writing  a  prescription.'  After  having  written  on  a  slip  of 
paper  he  rolled  it  up  and  pressed  it  flat,  then  procured  a  muslin 
rag  and  rolled  the  paper  in  the  rag  and  sewed  it  up  tightly,  crave 
it  to  the  messenger  and  told  him  to  take  it  and  put  it  around  the 
patient's  neck,  and  sew  it  on  tight,  and*  let  it  remain  there  until 
it  wore  ofl; 

I  visited  the  patient  in  two  days  after  and  learned  the  facts  as 
above  stated.  I  then  proceeded  in  the  presence  of  the  family  to 
remove  the  mysterious  collar^  and  on  unrolling  it  found  the  mys- 
tic writing  to  be  as  follows,  viz : 

"And  when  I  passed  by  thee,  and  saw  thee  polluted  in  thine 
own  blood,  I  said  unto  thee,  when  thon  wast  in  thy  blood,  Uve. 
Yea,  I  said  unto  thee,  when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood,  Ziw." 

Now  as  the  physician  who  used  the  above  claims  to  be  a  regu^ 
lar  physician,  and  a  graduate  of  one  of  our  Southern  Medical 
Colleges,  I  consider  it  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age. 
As  in  any  case  of  hemorrhage,  all  you  would  have  to  do  would  be 
to  write,  the  above  mystic  words  on  a  slip  of  paper  and  place  it 
between  the  point  of  hemorrhage  and  the  heart,  et  factum  est. 

I  now  look  forward  to  the  day  in  the  not  distant  future,  when 
all  surgeons  of  note,  and^those  of  less  note,  will  have  their  pocket 
cases  and  also  their  vest  pockets  filled  with  slips  of  paper  with 
the  above  palladium  printed  thereon,  ready  for  an  emergency. 
O  tempora,  O  morei  ! 

MoRQANTON,  Tenn.,  Aug.  18,  1885.  F,  Beals,  M.D. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ssLBcnoiit:.  603 


S^Ut[iion$. 


Sucx:e88PUl  Tbeatment  of  Lacerations  and  Fissures  op 
THE  Os  Uteri  of  Long  Standing  without  Surgical  (Oper- 
ation.*— During  the  past  twelve  years  the  writer  has  embraced 
every  opportunity  to  test  various  means  for  the  purpi>se  of  devib- 
ing  some  method  of  treating  these  injuries  suecessfullyy  without 
resort  to  operations.  A  very  large  proportion  of  females  suffer- 
ing from  these  afflictions  have  neither  the  means  nor  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeking  the  aid  of  the  sjiecialist.  The  writer  believes 
that  he  has  perfected  a  simple  method  which  can  be  used  by  all 
practitioners  of  intelligence  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases  suc- 
cessfully with  time  and  care  without  the  necessity  of  operation. 
The  agents  resorted  to  in  this  method  are  entirely  of  a  local 
character. 

Concealed  fissures  are  often  found  after  labor  in  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  cervical  canal^  and  are  the  cause  of  an  infinite 
amount  of  local  disease  in  the  form  of  endocervicitis^  hypertro- 
phy of  the  adjacent  tissues,  inflammation  of  the  submucous  fibrous 
tissue^  leuchorrhoea,  and  often  painful  menstruation.  One  of  the 
most  usual  seats  of  these  fissures  is  at  the  internal  os.  Here  the 
mucous  membrane  and  submucous  structure  is  split  through,  often 
to  a  considerable  depth.  The  rent  here,  as  in  that  of  fissure  of  the 
rectum,  will  remain  as  a  source  of  trouble  for  years. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  these  concealed  fissures  are  the  prime 
cause  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases  of  cervicitis  and  their 
consequences,  found  in  women  who  have  borne  children.  The 
No.  1  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  reaches  these  wounds  effectu- 
ally, stimijlates  a  new  action,  and  heals  them  from  the  bottom 
readily. 

With  a  view  of  promoting  the  healing  of  the  open  lacerations 

•Bead  before  the  Medical  Society  of  Yirginia,  Sept  17. 1SS5. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


504  SELECTIONS. 

and  fissures,  however  small,  which  aot  as  a  center  for  the  radia- 
tion of  morbid  influence,  I  have  tested  every  standard  agent  as  a 
local  remedy — ChurchilPs  tincture  of  iodine,  Battey's  solution, 
pure  carbolic  acid,  iodoform,  chromic  acid,  solid  nitrate  of  silver. 
They  all  failed  signally  to  promote  healing  and  closure  of  the 
laceration.  The  application  o(  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  invari- 
ably acted  as  a  violent  irritant,  increasing  inflammation,  pain, 
discharge  and  haemorrhage.  Finally  a  solution  of  crystals  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  graduated  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  particular  parts 
to  be  applied,  and  the  various  stages  of  progress,  was  used.  The 
efi^ects  of  this  agent  proved  that  lacerations  and  fissures  of  long 
standing  and  the  most  aggravated  character,  oomplicated  with 
great  degree  of  inflammation,  hypertrophy,  subinvolution,  and  a 
certain  degree  cf  pelvic  cellulitis,  were  curable.  An  experience 
in  the  use  of  this  agent  in  about  twenty  cases  of  lacerations  and 
fissures,  from  the  sligthest  to  the  most  aggravated  form,  treated 
in  the  past  ten  years,  shows  conclusively  that  the  most  extensive 
wounds  (many  of  them  bilateral),  have  been  made  to  heal  and 
close  up  permanently.  The  os  and  cervix  have  invariably  been 
reduced  to  their  natural  appearance  and  dimensions  without  con- 
traction. 

The  treatment  requires  for  completion  from  six  to  twelve 
weeks.  It  can  be  restored  to  regardless  of  the  presence  of  hyper- 
trophy, inflammation,  cellulitis,  or  subinvolution.  The  solutions 
employed  were  of  three  difierent  grades. 

SOLUTION  NO.  1. 

^     Argent,  nitratis  (cryst.) Sss 

Aq.  distil foi         M. 

This  is  the  form  to  be  applied  to  the  interior  of  the  cervical 
canal,  which  is  always  in  a  state  of  catarrhal  inflammation  aris- 
ing from  the  laceration  or  fissure  which  penetrates  it.  The  rem- 
edy is  applied  down  to  the  os  internum  by  means  of  a  silver  or 
whalebone  probe,  wrapped  with  absorbent  cotton. 

SOLUTION  NO.  2. 

R.     Argent,  nitratis  (cryst.) 3iiss 

Aq.  distU f$i  M. 
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This  solution  is  to  be  applied,  or  rather  freely  painted,  over 
the  external  snrface  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  by  means  of  a 
large  camel's- hair  brush,  including  the  cavity  of  the  laceration 
and  granulating  surface,  until  the  whole  presents  the  appearance 
of  a  grayish  white  coating.  The  application  usually  gives  no 
pain,  but  rather  acts  as  a  soothing  or  sedative  agent,  protecting 
the  exposed  sensitive  branches  of  the  torn  nerves  and  the  tender 
granulations.  The  coatiug  will  often  remain  from  one  to  three 
days.  While  the  remedy  acts  as  a  protective,  it  also  acts  as  a 
mild  but  decided  stimulant,  to  develop  a  uew  and  more  vigorous 
growth  and  a  more  healthy  action.  Thus  underneaih  this  coat- 
ing of  silver  the  processes  of  healing  and  filling  up  the  gaping 
wounds  and  the  formation  of  a  healthy  cicatrix  are  in  active 
operation. 

At  this  stage  the  remarkable  action  of  the  remedy  is  mani- 
fested iu  the  reduction  of  engorgement,  in  stimulating  the  pro- 
cess of  absorption,  and  in  removing  all  hyperplastic  deposit  and 
hypertrophy.  By  changing  the  morbid  action  in  the  wounded 
part,  and  affording  an  impervious  coat,  it  suspends  the  absorp- 
tion of  septic  matter  and  interrupts  the  action  of  the  cause  of  cel- 
lulitis, which  gardually  subsides  under  its  influence.  The  silver 
applied  in  this  manner  never  acts  as  a  caustic  or  destructive 
agent,  but  only  as  a  stimulant  to  vital  action. 

SOLUTION  NO.  3. 

Qf     Argent,  nitratis.  (cryst.) 3iss 

Aq.  distil f3i  M. 

Solution  No.  3  is  not  only  designed  to  be  applied  to  the  ex- 
ternal surface  of  the  cervix  uteri,  after  the  healing  and  closure  of 
the  laceration  have  been  completed,  but  also  when  there  remains 
a  degree  of  hypertrophy  or  hyperplasia,  or  ordinary  engorgement, 
accompanied  with  induration.  A  solution  of  this  grade  will  gen- 
erally reduce  those  conditions  and  leave  the  cervix  soft  and 
healthy. 

It  is  unsafe  to  leave  the  cervix  either  in  a  hypertrophied  or 
engorged  state,  as  that  might  be  the  basis  of  future  inflammation 
and  reopening  of  the  wound.     A  majority  of  the  cases  thus 
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treated  have  since  given  birth  to  children.  Some  have  borne 
three  children  since  treatment  without  difficulty.  All  have  been 
entirely  relieved  of  all  unpleasant  symptoms.  Examinations 
held  after  the  birth  c£  tMk  child  showed  a  perfectly  health)  os 
and  cervix. 

The  application  should  be  made  every  four  days.  During  the 
intervals  a  douche  of  warm  water,  for  the  purpose  ot  removing 
any  accumulation  of  secretion,  should  be  resorted  to  every 
morning. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  writer,  in  all  cases  of  labor  under  his 
charge,  to  make  a  digital  examination,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery 
of  the  secundines,  of  the  os  uteri,  with  the  design  of  ascertaining 
the  presence  of  laceration.  If  it  exists,  warm  water  douches  con- 
taining biborate  of  soda,  boracic  acid,  and  carbolic  acid  in  solu- 
tion, are  used  after  the  first  day,  with  the  intention  of  maintain- 
ing a  perfect  state  of  antisepsis,  thus  preventing  infection,  and 
promoting  the  healing  of  the  wound  by  first  intention,  if  possi- 
ble. If  fever  and  cellulitis  should  come  on,  notwithstanding  this 
procedure,  where  no  laceration  can  be  detected,  it  would  indicate 
the  existence  of  a  concealed  fissure  deep  down  in  the  cervical 
canal  near  the  internal  os,  which  has  never  been  reached  by  the 
antiseptic  douches.  In  the  event  that  healing  by  first  intention 
fails  to  occur,  antiseptic  treatment  and  cleanliness  of  the  wound 
are  continued,  and  after  two  months  the  local  treatment  is  com- 
menced with  the  graduated  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  with  the 
certainty  of  a  speedy  restoration. — Bedford  Brovm,  M.  D.,  tn 
Jour,  of  Am,  Med.  Awooiation. 


The  Treatment  op  Placenta  Phjevia. — J.  Braxton  Hicks, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.  Lond.,  writes  as  follows  in  the  Medical  Pre$s: 

The  treatment  of  placenta  prsevia  is  always  a  subject  that  it  is 
well  from  time  to  time  to  discuss,  in  order  to  review  the  various 
plans  suggested  for  its  treatment  under  the  light  of  increasing 
ex|)erienee.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  find  Dr.  James  Mur- 
phy, iu  his  very  practical  paper,  on  the  subject  in  your  issue  of 
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September  2,  so  fully  allading  to  the  plan  I  have  suggested,  and 
bringing  such  a  list  of  powerful  advocates  in  its  favor;  it  is  also 
very  gratifying  to  find  that  the  author  he  so  fully  quotes — Lomer  . 
— is  repeating  almost  word  for  word  the  remarks  I  have  made 
in  my  little  work  on  "  Combined  External  and  Internal  Ver- 
sion/' 1884,  p.  26,  on  the  adaptability  of  this  method  to  the  treat- 
ment of  placenta  prsevia.  But  I  am  not  intending  now  to  dis- 
cuss the  whole  question ;  my  chief  object  in  now  writing  is  to 
note  the  following  remark  by  Dr.  James  Murphy  :  *'As  the  bip- 
olar method,  for  some  reason  or  other,  has  never  been  taken  to 
kindly  in  England,  the  country  of  its  invention.  It  seems  to 
have  been  performed  by  Hamilton  in  1822,  by  Lee  in  1843,  but 
was  first  brought  prominently  before  the  profession  by  Braxton 
Hicks.'' 

In  justice  to  myself  I  am  anxious  to  point  out  that  neither 
Robert  Lee  nor  Dr.  Hamilton,  nor  anyone  in  England  ever  em- 
ployed both  the  external  and  internal  hands  together  in  either 
partial  or  complete  version.  What  Robert  Lee  did  was  in  cases 
of  arm  presentation  in  premature  delivery,  work  on  the  fetus  by 
the  axilla  till  the  leg  presented.  What  Hamilton  says  he  had 
done  was  to  bring  the  head  down  in  arm  presentation,  but  the 
external  hand  was  not  used  by  either  gentlemen  as  an  active 
agent  in  turning.  The  only  operator  I  have  heard  of,  who  used 
both  hands — one  outside  and  the  other  inside,  both  concerned 
actively  in  the  manipulation — was  Dr.  Wright,  of  Cincinnati, 
but  only  in  arm  presentations,  where  he,  by  the  outer  hand,  thus 
assisted  the  inner  hand  to  bring  the  bead  to  present,  or  to  pro- 
duce cephalic  verson.  This  he  did  some  few  years  before  I  pub- 
lihhed  my  cases,  though  I  was  not  aware  of  it  till  many  years 
after  I  published  the  work  above  quoted.  I  may,  in  passing,  re- 
mark that  the  method  I  suggest  is  different  from  Dr.  Wrigtit's, 
using  the  external  hand  also  to  the  head.  But  no  one  before 
myself  had  describcil  the  plan  of  com|iKte  podalic  ver>iuii,  so 
that  without  entering  the  uterus,  j-ave  by  one  or  two  fingers,  we 
could  almost  always  bring  tlie  toot  to  present  instea<l  of  the  head. 
Others  in  Germany  had  manipulated  the  uterus  by  both  hands 
outside  before  labor  to  correct  supposed  malpresentatiou;  but  this 
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18  very  different  from  the  very  praetioal  security,  that  in  the  pres- 
ence of  labor,  induced  or  natural,  we  can  rely  with  almost  com- 
plete certainty  on  making  the  opposite  pole  of  the  child  to  pre- 
sent. There  are  many  reasons  why  it  has  not  been  quite  so  much 
used  in  England  as  abroad,  but  it  is  much  more  so  than  Dr. 
Murphy  thinks.  The  old  proverb  about  a  prophet  in  his  own 
country  fairly  explains  in  part,  the  conservative  habit  of  mind 
of  another  part.  Then  in  Germany  obstetrics  are  taught,  in  Eng- 
land learnt.  The  exhibition  of  the  operations  done  before  a 
class  is  much  more  impressive,  than  read  in  the  stuuy,  or  not 
vigorously  enforced  in  the  lecture  room.  Again,  I  have  not 
"stumped"  the  country  with  repetitions  of  cases,  not  because  I 
had  no  confidence  in  the  usefulness  of  the  plan,  but  in  the  assnr* 
ance  that  without  such  aid  it  would  work  its  way,  and  thus  its 
proper  position  would  be  better  assured.  But  I  may  mention 
that  my  little  work  was  very  early  translated  into  German  by 
Professor  Gasserow.  It  was  very  early  employed  in  Russia,  and 
is  extensively  used  there.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  though  Dr. 
Murphy  has  u*?ed  the  "combined  external  and  internal  version" 
later  in  the  case,  he  has  not  employed  it  in  placenta  previa  at 
the  first,  for  I  think  he  will  find  it  more  sure  in  restraining  haem- 
orrhage than  other  measures,  less  disturbing  to  the  patient,  and 
more  independent  of  machinery.  Some  day  he  may  be  called  to 
a  case  where  the  os  is  small  and  rigid ;  the  hsemorrhage  continu- 
ing, or,  as  in  some  cases  after  separating  the  placenta,  urgent; 
when  he  may  have  no  Barnes'  bags,  no  professional  help,  no  for- 
ceps near.  It  may  be  then  that  he  may  try,  and  I  feel  sure  will 
be  pleased  with  the  adoption  of  the  plan  I  have  suggested. 

I  cannot  end  without  congratulating  Dr.  Murphy  on  his  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  these  troublesome  and  di^ngerous  cases;  nor 
without  expressing  my  adhesion  to  much  which  he  has  said  in 
his  paper.  His  excellent  results  I  think  are  largely  owing  to  his 
adoption  of  the  resolution  to  terminate  pregnancy  as  soon  as  might 
be  possible  when  it  is  known  to  be  complicated  with  placenta 
prasvia;  this  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged,  and  this  I  have  for 
the  past  twenty  years,  both  in  class  and  private,  insisted  on, 
namely,  that  where  the  fetus  is  viable  and  placenta  prasvia  known 
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to  exist,  arrangements  should  be  made  to  induce  premature  labor, 
beginning  dilatation  with  Barnes'  bags.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
induce  labor  before  viability;  but a^56r,  the  risk  of  fatal  bleeding 
is  too  great  to  give  away  the  perfect  command  of  the  situation  we 
hold  in  hand. — Obstetric  Gazette. 


Skin-Diseases  op  the  Lowek  Extremities  Resulting 
FROM  Ulceration. — in  a  paper  entitled  '*  Report  on  the  Pro- 
gress of  Dermatology/'  by  Dr.  A.  Van  Harlingen,  published  in 
the  Philadelphia  Medieal  Times ^  we  find  the  following: 

Unna  (Medical  Press,  April  15,  1885,  from  Deutsch  Medical 
Zeitung)  includes  under  this  head  simple  pruritus,  various  forms 
eczema,  edema,  and  pachydermy,  superficial  phlebectasise,  hemor- 
rhage, and  lastly  ulcer  of  the  leg.  In  all  these  blood-stasis  is 
the  primary  symptom  and  the  principal  cause  of  the  succeeding 
phenomena.  The  indications  for  treatment  are:  1.  To  remedy 
the  symptoms  of  impeded  circulation;  2.  To  ascertain  and  apply 
the  local  treatment  demanded  by  the  existing  condition  of  things. 
Under  the  first  head  Unna  rejects  the  treatment  by  horizontal 
posture  with  elevation  of  the  limb,  because  so  soon  as  the  foot  is 
placed  upon  the  ground  again,  stasis  once  more  comes  into  play. 
Bandages  properly  applied  are  of  high  value.  The  ordinary 
bandages  are  only  useful  in  mild  cases.  Martin's  rubber 
bandage  is  very  valuable,  but  the  weak  point  of  the  material  lies 
in  its  impermeability.  It  answers  well  when  but  little  moisture 
is  given  off;  but  in  those  cases  where  there  is  abuni.ant  transu- 
dation, where  eczema  or  discharging  ulcers  are  present,  the  india- 
rubber  bandage  is  not  only  of  no  use,  but  almost  invariably  sets 
up  a  frightful  eczema  which  at  once  demands  a  change  of  treat- 
ment. 

Instead  of  Martin's  bandage,  Unna  now  uses  the  following 
procedure :  Take,  for  instance,  a  neglected  case  of  varicose  veins 
partly  covered  by  moist  and  partly  by  dry  eczema,  on  the  under 
anterior  third  of  which  is  a  dirty  necrotic  undermind  mass  sur- 
rounded by  a  soft  loose  border.  After  a  thorough  cleansing  with 
soap  and  water,  he  paints  the  whole  over  as  far  as  the  ulcer  with 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


610  SELECTI0N8. 

warmed  zinc  paste  (^.  ziuo.  oxid.,  gelatin,  pur.,  aa  10;  glycerin., 
aqu».  aa  40.  To  be  painted  on  warm).  Upon  the  ulcer  itself 
iodoform  is  dusted,  and  a  layer  of  lint  placed  which  may  also  be 
saturated  with  iodoform  or  sublimate.  He  then  taken  an  ordi- 
nary roller,  such  as  is  used  in  bandaging  with  plaster  of  Paris, 
and  rolls  this  up  from  each  end  so  that  it  has  at  last  two  heads  of 
equal  size.  Thus  rolled  up  it  is  dipped  into  water,  squeezed  out, 
and  then  applied  in  the  following  manner  to  the  leg  covered  with 
paste  and  not  yet  quite  dry.  The  patient  sits  vcith  his  leg  raised 
opposite  the  surgeon,  who  grasps  with  his  two  hands  the  two  heads 
of  this  bandage  so  that  the  connecting  piece  between  the  two 
heads  comes  into  contact  with  the  limb  behind  and  opposite  the 
ulcer.  The  two  heads  are  then  brought  forward  and  covered 
over  the  ulcer,  already  covered  with  the  lint  or  gauze.  The 
heads  of  the  bandage  are  then  made  to  change  hands,  and  firm 
tension  is  made,  so  that  the  leg  at  the  level  of  the  ulcer  is  plainly 
diminished  in  circumference.  The  two  heads  are  then  carried 
backwards  and  crossed  either  above  or  below,  but  under  all  cir- 
cumstances opposite  to  the  ulcer.  The  heads  again  change  hands 
and  are  carried  forward,  crossed  in  another  plac^"  and  tightened, 
and  so  on  until  the  whole  of  the  affected  part  is  covered  by  the 
bandage.  A  second  moistened  prepared  bandage  is  then  imme- 
diately placed  over  the  first,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
thin  places  of  the  first  and  strengthening  it.  The  second  may  be 
put  on  in  the  same  way  as  the  first,  but  it  is  usually  done  in  the 
ordinary  way.  The  bandage  soon  dries,  and  it  is  allowed  to  re- 
main on  from  two  to  four  days,  according  to  the  amount  of  secre- 
tion going  on  under  it.  The  pain  on  walking  and  putting  the 
foot  down  soon  becomes  less,  so  that  the  patient's  occupation  is 
not  interupted.  The  more  firmly  the  bandage  is  laid  on,  the  bet- 
ter is  the  result  seen  on  taking  it  off.  It  is,  therefore,  laid  on  as 
tightly  as  the  patient  can  bear  at  the  time.  When  the  quantity 
of  secretion  diminishes,  this  "  permanent  bandage ''  may  remain 
on  eight  days. 

Every  time  the  bandage  is  changed — it  should  be  taken  off 
while  the  leg  is  in  a  pan  of  warm  water — an  agreeable  improve* 
ment  in  the  ulcer  is  observed;  at  first,  cleansing  of   the  bottom, 
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then  flattening  down  of  the  edges,  then  covering  with  healthy 
granalations  and  progressive  diminution  in  size  by  advance  of  the 
border  of  epithelium.  In  the  meantime  the  zinc  paste,  assisted 
by  the  restful  pressure  of  the  hardened  pasty  bandage,  acts  bene- 
ficially on  the  eczema,  and  astringently  on  the  whole  leg.  The 
essentials  are  the  peculiar  manner  of  applying  the  bandage  from 
both  ends,  and  the  preliminary  application  leaves  absolute  per- 
meability. It  is  important  to  cover  the  healthy  skin  with  the 
paste,  so  as  to  get  a  firm  basis  of  attachment  for  the  bandage. 

In  addition,  Unna  gives  concentrated  fluid  extract  of  hamamelis 
(P.,  D.  &Co.)m  XX  thrice  daily,  and  also  uses  other  internal  and 
external  remedies,  the  names  and  qualities  of  which  are  as  yet 
unknown  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. — Medioal  Review. 


FoTHERGiLi.  ON  Hepatjc  DISORDERS. — ^The  functions  of  the 
liver  and  kidneys  are  closely  linked  together;  and  in  those  de- 
rangements where  ^e  urine  has  a  thick  sediment  and  the  bowels 
disordered,  the  old-fashioned  doctor  who  shook  his  head  and  ora- 
cularly uttered,  '^  Liver  V^  Was  not  such  a  fool  as  it  has  recently 
been  the  rule  to  regard  him.  First,  cut  down  the  amount  of  al- 
buminoids eaten  or  drank,  in  order  to  reduce  the  demand  upon 
the  liver;  then  sweep  away  the  waste  from  the  blood  by  a  pill  at 
bed-time : 

Pulv.  pp.  nig grs.ij; 

Pil.  col.  comp *•••• .....grs.  V. 

and  in  the  morning — 

SodsB  pot.  tart ^; 

Sod»  eulphatis Sss; 

Tinct.  zingiberis Sss. 

Inf.  gentian 5j. 

with  an  equal  quantity  of  boiling  water,  so  as  to  make  the  draught 
as  hot  as  can  comfortably  be  borne.      Let  this  be  doD^  twice  or 
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thrice  a  week  till  the  tongue  is  clean.     When  that  is  done  give 
the  following : 

Sodse  sulphat 3i ; 

Sod.  et  pot.  tart ..Sss; 

Tinct.  nuc.  vom gtt.  vj; 

Inf.  cascarillse 3j. 

Ter  in  die;  before  meals,  and  the  pill  twice  a  week. 
If  there  be  general  asthenia,  do  not  proceed  to  give  iron  until 
the  tongne  is  thoroughly  clean,  the  water  clear,  and  the  appetite 
good ;  and  then  commence  with  two  or  three  drops  of  the  dialysed 
iron  once  a  day,  after  food.  In  other  cases,  where  there  is  only 
slight  constipation,  with  deposits  in  the  urine,  especially  after 
meals,  give  the  old-fashioned  dinner  pill : 

Pulv.  ipecac grs.  j^ 

Pulv.  capsici grs.ss; 

Ext.  cinchonse gfs.  iij  ; 

Pil.  alose.  et  myrrh grs.  j. 

every  day  aft;er  dinner.  It  will  be  found  very  eflScacious.  If 
this  dinner  pill  does  not  act  sufficiently,  give  the  morning  laxative 
twice  or  thrice  a  week,  so  long  as  the  bowelb  require  it.  Then, 
as  to  the  union  of  laxatives  with  tonics,  it  is  well  often  to  com- 
bine these  two  agents.  In  convalescence,  tonics  never  act  geni- 
ally if  there  be  not  at  the  same  time  regular  and  sufficient  action 
of  the  bowels;  so,  add  sulphate  of  magnesia  or  sulphate  of  soda 
to  the  tonic — 

Mag.  sulphate grs.  xx; 

vel  soda  sulphat,  3j; 

Quin.  sulph grs*  j; 

Ac.  phosp.  dil m.  xv; 

Inf.  gentian  5j. 

Ter  in  die  before  meals;  and  ten  minims  of  dialysed  iron  after 
dinner  daily  will  usually  give  good  results,  or, 

Mag.  sulphat 5j; 

Tinet.  fer.  mur m.  x; 

Liq.  strychnia m.  iv; 

Inf.  quass 3j. 

Ter  in  die;  forms  a  less  expensive  tonic,  of  much  utility. 
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But  in  this  use  of  laxatives,  with  occasional  mercurials,  avoid 
the  pitfall  of  letting  the  patient  eat  with  unlicensed  abandon. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  let  me  tell  the  student  to  strive  to  see  what 
are  the  indications  for  treatment;  what,  in  this  case,  calls  most 
imperiously  for  attention.  He  is  taught  too  exclusively,  at  present, 
to  look  at  disease  from  a  dead-house  point  of  view.  To  make  a 
diagnosis  which  would  be  corroborated  in  the  dead-house  is  the 
great  matter!  Yes,so  it  is  at  a  medical  school ;  but  in  practice 
for  yourself,  remember  that  a  living,  grateful  patient,  who  has 
got  well  under  your  care,  is  worth  far,  far  more  to  you  than  any 
amount  of  accurate  diagnosis — which,  so  far  as  other  persons  and 
their  opinions  are  concerned,  is  as  voiceless  to  further  your  in- 
terests as  the  tombstones  in  the  church-yard  which  mark  your 
failures. — Indiana  Med,  Journal. 


Drinks  and  Digestion. — The  address  on  therapeutics  before 
the  recent  annual  gathering  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
was  delivered  by  Dr.  William  Roberts,  who  took  for  his  theme 
*'  Feeding  the  sick."  The  portion  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  various  drinks  taken  with  our  food, — alcoholic  beverages, 
tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa, — saving,  as  it  does,  the  results  of  original 
research,  seems  to  us  of  special  interest  and  value;  and  our  readers 
will  thank  us  for  reprinting  it  here: — 

These  articles  are  usually  taken  with  meals;  and  they  mingle 
in  the  mouth  and  stomach  with  the  food,  and  thereby  directly 
complicate  the  task  of  the  digestive  organs.  In  the  course  of  last 
year  I  subjected  the  effects  of  these  accessories  on  salivary  and 
peptic  digestion  to  a  somewhat  extended  experimental  inquiry. 
The  time  at  my  disposal  will  not  permit  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
details  of  these  experiments;  but,  as  they  will  be  shortly  pub- 
lished, I  may  ask  you  to  take  them  for  the  present  on  trust,  and 
to  allow  me  to  indicate  some  of  the  conclusions  and  practical  les- 
sons which  appear  to  be  derivable  from  the  inquiry. 

In  studying  the  iufluence  of  our  food  accessories  on  digestion, 
it  is  ncessary  to  distinguish  sharply  between  their  action  on  the 
chemical  processes  and  their  action  on  glandular  and  muscular 
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activity.  These  two  actions  are  quite  distinct  and  generally  op- 
posed to  each  other ;  for^  while  all  the  food  accessories  were  found 
to  exercise  a  more  or  less  retarding  influence  on  the  sp^d  of  the 
chemical  process;  some  if  not  all  of  them  exercise  asti&ulating  in- 
fluence on  the  glands  which  secrete  the  digestive  juices^  and  on 
the  muscular  contractions  of  the  stomach.  It  is  also  necessary  to 
distinguish  between  the  efi^ects  of  the  food  accessaries  on  salivary 
digestion  and  their  effects  on  peptic  digestion*  inasmuch  as  wide 
divergences  were  found  to  exist  in  this  respect. 

Distilled  spirits — brandy,  whisky,  and  gin — were  found  to  have 
but  a  trifling  retarding  effect  on  the  digestive  processes,  whether 
salivary  or  peptic,  in  the  proportions  iu  which  they  are  commonly 
used  dietetically.  Their  obstructive  effects  became  apparant  only 
when  used  in  quantities  which  approached  intemperance.  Taking 
this  in  conjunction  with  the  stimulating  action  which  they  exer- 
cise on  the  glands  which  secrete  the  digestive  juices,  and  on  the 
muscular  activity  of  the  stomach,  their  effect  in  these  moderate 
dietetic  proportions  must  be  regarded  as  distinctly  promotive  of 
digestion. 

Wines  and  malt  liquors  exhibited  an  action  differing  consider- 
ably from  that  of  ardent  spirits.  Wines  were  found  to  be  highly 
inimical  to  salivary  digestion.  Even  very  small  quantities  of 
sherry,  claret,  hock,  or  champagne  inhibited  the  action  of  saliva 
on  starch  to  a  very  high  degree.  This  is  due  to  the  considerable 
acidity  which  all  wines  possess.  When  this  acidity  was  neutrali- 
zed by  the  addition  of  alkali,  the  inhibitory  effect  of  wines  on 
starch  digestion  was  entirely  removed.  It  is  a  common  practice, 
as  you  know,  to  mix  wines,  especially  sherry,  claret,  and  hock, 
with  soda,  seltzer,  or  some  other  effervescent  table-water.  These 
waters  all  contain  a  charge  of  alkaline  corbonate;  and  it  was 
found,  that,  when  wines  were  thus  mixed,  they  ceased  to  embar- 
rass salivary  action.  This  practice  may,  therefore,  be  looked  on 
as  highly  commendable  in  the  case  of  persons  of  weak  digestion. 

Onpeptic  digestion,  wines  exhibited  a  retarding  effect  altogether 
out  of  proportion  to  the  alcohol  contained  in  them.  Both  the 
stronger  and  the  lighter  wines,  except  in  very  moderate  propor- 
tions, checked  the  speed  of  peptic  digestion.      In  the  customary 
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dietetic  use  of  wines  with  meals,  there  is  probably  a  double  action^ 
— OD  the  one  hand  a  stimulating  action  on  the  secretion  of  gastric 
juice  and  on  the  muscular  contractions  of  the  stomachy  and  on 
the  other  hand  a  retarding  effect  on  the  speed  of  the  chemical 
process.  In  the  case  of  persons  of  weak  digestion,  wines  should 
be  taken  sparingly,  and  the)  quantity  so  adjusted  as  to  bring  out 
their  stimulating  action  without  provoking  the  retarding  effects 
which  follow  their  more  liberal  use.  Champagne  was  found  to 
have  a  distinctly  less  retarding  power  than  an  equal  volume  of 
claret  or  hock.  This  I  judged  to  be  solely  due  to  the  mechanical 
efl*ects  of  the  effervescence  and  liberation  of  gas,  whereby  a  more 
efficient  stirring-up  of  the  digesting  mass  would  be  effectuated. 
Effervescent  wines,  therefore,  other  things  being  equal,  favor  the 
speed  of  peptic  digestion  more  than  still  wines. 

The  effects  of  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  exhibited  some  interesting 
diversity.  It  was  found  that  tea  had  an  intense  inhibitory  effect 
on  salivary  digestion :  even  in  very  minute  proportion  it  com- 
pletely paralyzed  the  action  of  saliva.  On  the  other  hand,  coffee 
and  cocoa  had  only  a  slight  effect  on  salivary  digestion.  The  in- 
hibitory action  oi  tea  on  saliva  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  large 
quantity  of  tannin  contained  in  th^  tea-leaf.  Some  persons  have 
supposed,  that,  by  infusing  tea  for  a  very  brief  period,  —  two  or 
three  minutes, — the  passage  of  tannin  into  the  beverage  could  be 
avoided.  This,  however,  is  a  delusion.  Tannin  is  one  of  the 
most  soluble  substances  known:  it  melts  like  sugar  in  hot  water. 
One  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  in  his  horror  of  tannin,  was 
in  the  habit  of  preparing  his  tea  by  placing  the  dry  leaves  on  a 
paper  filter,  and  simply  pouring  on  the  boiling  water.  In  this 
way  he  the  ught  to  evade  the  presence  of  tannin  in  his  tea.  But 
if  you  try  the  experiment,  and  allow  the  product^  as  it  runs  through 
the  filter,  to  fall  into  a  solution  of*  perchlorlde  of  iron,  you  will 
find  that  an  intense  inky-black  coloration  is  produced,  showing 
that  tannin  has  come  through  in  abundance.  You  can  no  more 
have  tea  without  tannin  than  you  can  have  wine  without  alcohol; 
and  I  found,  experimentally,  that  tea  infused  for  two  minutes  had 
almost  exactly  the  same  inhibitory  effect  on  digestion  as  tea  in- 
fused for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.     If  you  wish  to  mitigate  the 
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effects  of  tea  on  salivary  digestion^  you  should  direct  the  patient 
not  to  sip  the  beverage  with  the  meal,  but  to  eat  first  and  drink 
aflerwaid.  In  this  way  time  is  given  for  the  saliva  to  perform 
its  functions  unhindered.  Another  device  is  to  introduce  a  pinch 
of  carbonate  oi  soda  into  the  teapot.  This  removes  th^  deterrent 
effect  of  tea  on  salivary  digestion.  It  is  a  practice  occasionally 
followed  in  some  households,  under  the  idea  that  soda  helps  to 
extract  the  virtues  of  the  tea-leaves.  It  was  found  that  the  ad- 
dition of  so  small  a  proportion  as  one  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of 
the  dry  tea  greatly  mitigated  its  injurious  effect  on  starch  digestion, 
and  that  twice  this  quantity  ( two  per  cent. )  almost  entirely  re- 
moved it.  This  latter  proportion  corresponds  roughly  to  ten 
grains  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  to  an  ounce  of  tea-leaf. 

The  effects  of  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  on  pqptio  digestion  were 
found  to  be  as  nearly  as  possible  alike  for  infusions  of  equal 
strength.  All  three  exercised  a  retarding  effect  when  their  pro- 
portion in  the  digesting  mixture  arose  above  twenty  per  cent 
These  beverages  should  therefore  be  taken  very  moderately  by 
persons  of  weak  digestion.  The  good  reputation  of  cocoa  in  re- 
gard to  digestion  seams  to  be  wholly  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  used 
in  weaker  infusions  than  tea  sind  coffee.  The  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  the  beverage,  printed  on  the  packets  of  cocoa  sold 
in  the  shops,  indicate  a  strength  of  about  two  per  cent;  whereas 
a  medium  tea  is  usually  made  of  a  strength  of  tour  to  five  per  cent, 
and  a  medium  coffee  of  a  strenght  of  five  to  seven  per  cent.  The 
strong  coffee  which  it  is  customary  to  hand  round  after  dinner 
must  have  a  powerful  retarding  effect  on  gastric  digestion ;  and 
although  ttiis  practice  may  be  salutary  to  robust  eaters,  it  is  not 
to  be  recommended  to  those  of  feeble  peptic  power. — Popular 
Science  News. 


The  Dreadful  Microbe. — The  "  funny  man,"  of  the  New 
Yort  Times  is  sometimes  very  happy  in  his  treatment  of  scienti- 
fic subjects;  and  the  following,  from  a  recent  article  on  microbes, 
will  amuse  our  readers : — 

"  It  has  lately  been  discovered  that  nearly  all  the  diseases  which 
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are  most  formidable  to  mankind  are  the  work  of  animals  so  small 
that  their  existence  was  for  centuries  unsuspected.  They  are 
more  dangerous  than  the  large  animals  were  to  prehistoric  man. 
They  swarm  all  around^  and  attack  one  in  his  sleep  and  at  the  din- 
ner-tabl^.  In  view  of  these  dangers^  all  can  envy  the  condition 
of  man  when  he  had  nothing  to  fight  except  the  full-grown  wild 
beasts  in  the  front  yard.  Better  far  are  six  lions  on  the  front 
piazza  than  sixty  millions  of  bacteria  in  the  water- pitcher,  for 
the  dangers  which  one  can  see  and  shoot  at  are  infinitely  prefer- 
able to  those  which  one  can  neither  see  nor  hit. 

"  It  is  very  evident  that  all  must  make  persistent  effort  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  microscopic  animals  to  at  least  the  extent  to 
which  their  predecessors  reduced  the  number  of  wild  beasts. 
Every  man  must  become  the  protector  of  his  own  household. 
The  cautious  man  will  hereafter  never  venture  to  open  his  door 
without  sweeping  the  front  yard  with  his  microscope,  to  see  if  the 
foe  is  at  hand ;  and  no  one  will  venture  out  of  doors  without  a 
gun  loaded  with  carbolic  acid,  and  without  a  microscope  worn 
like  a  pair  of  spectacles,  ready  for  instant  service.  Man  will  pro- 
bably have  to  abandon  his  present  house,  as  it  affords  little  or  no 
protection  against  the  fierce  bacillus;  and  he  will  be  compelled  to 
live  in  glass  houses  surrounded  by  ditches  filled  with  carbolic 
acid,  and  provided  with  ventilators  so  contrived  as  to  forbid  the 
passage  of  the  enemy.  Governments  will  doubtless  offer  rewards 
for  the  capture  or  killing  of  microbes;  and  bauds  of  scientific 
policemen,  equipped  with  powerful  breechloading  microscopes, 
will  ceaselessly  hunt  down  the  foe. 

''It  is  undoubtedly  a  gigantic  task  to  exterminate  all  microbes ; 
but,  after  all,  it  is  not  much  more  difficult  than  the  task  of  ex- 
terminating noxious  animals  must  have  seemed  to  the  sparse  and 
feeble  population  of  the  stone  age.,  Though  millions  of  bacteria 
may  occupy  a  single  drop  of  water,  it  must  be  rememberrd  that 
a  single  volley  of  carbolic  acid  can  kill  billions  of  them.  If  man 
is  fearless  and  persistent,  he  will  conquer  the  microscopic  animals, 
and  virtually  exterminate  them.  The  time  may  come  even  when 
scientific  persons  will  establish  parks  in  civilized  regions  for  the 
preservation  of  microscopic  game,  and  petition  for  the  passage  of 
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game  laws^  making  it  a  misdemeanor  to  kill  a  bacillus  during  the 
breeding  season.  Sportsmen  will  travel  thousands  of  miles  in 
search  of  game  and  of  rare  sport  among  the  bacteria  of  Central 
Africa  and  the  Indian  jungles.  Some  scientific  Gordon  Gumming 
will  describe,  in  thrilling  words,  a  wild  gallop  over  an  African 
plain  in  chase  of  a  predatory  bacillus;  and  some  scientific  Baker 
will  tell  us  of  the  midnight  hours  spent  in  waiting  by  the  side  of 
a  malarious  Indian  pool  for  a  stray  microbe,  and  of  the  awful 
moment  when  the  microbe,  bounds  out  of  the  jungle,  and  the 
hunter  discovers  that  his  carbolic- acid  cartridges  are  wet,  and  he 
can  defend  himself  only  with  his  traveling-flask. 

"  When  man's  microscopic  foes  are  finally  exterminated,  he  will 
probably  live  to  the  green  old  age  of  several  centuries.  If  all 
diseases  are  produced  by  bacteria,  one  cannot  die  after  the  bacte- 
ria are  exterminated,  and  will  have  to  rely  Folely  upon  railroad 
accidents  and  steamship  disasters  to  rid  himself  of  the  burden  of 
life.  This  is  a  pleasing  prospect,  and  each  one  can  do  something 
toward  making  it  a  reality  by  waging  incessant  war  against  bac- 
teria wherever  they  may  be  found." — Pop,  Science  News. 


The  Function  of  the  Thyroid  Gland. — Most  works  on 
physiology  pass  over  the  thyroid  gland  wtth  a  very  superficial 
mention.  It  is  said  to  exercise  some  part  ot  importance  in  foetal 
life — no  one  knows  what.  In  extra-foetal  life,  it  is  said  to  par- 
tially atrophy,  and  to  be  merely  a  useless  organ  to  the  adult — 
rather  worse  than  useless,  as  in  goitre  it  becomes  inconvenient 
and  sometimes  dangerous. 

This  shows  how  little  we  know  about  human  physiology.  Re- 
cent researches  have  shown  that  the  thyroid  gland  has  an  inti- 
mate and  all-important  relation  to  the  highest  functions  of  man — 
those  of  his  brain.  The  fact  was  first  developed  by  the  extirpa- 
tion of  the  gland  in  goitre,  a  proceeding  which,  according  to  the 
received  views,  ought  to  be  wholly  indifferent  to  the  economy. 
Such  is  far  from  the  case.  After  the  total  extirpation  of  the  gland, 
the  subjects  steadily  lose  their  mental  vigor;  the  muscular  sys- 
tem weakens,  and  the  skin  turns  rough,  thick  and  hard;  in  shorty 
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a  condition  gradually  supervenes  strikingly  like  that  called  by 
Charcot^  mixcedema,  or  the  pachydermatic  cachexia.  They  be- 
come cretins. 

If  ever  so  little  of  the  gland  remains^  it  is  sufficient  to  prevent 
these  changes;  but  its  complete  removal  surely  entails  them. 
Experiments  on  dogs  and  cats  yield  similar  results.  The  ani- 
mals do  not  long  survive,  but  are  attacked  with  convulsions^ 
somnolence  and  paralysis,  which  prove  fatal. 

Two  theories  have  been  advanced  to  explain  these  changes. 
One  is  that  of  Liebermeister,  who  maintains  that  the  thyroid  gland 
is  the  regulatory  organ  of  the  enchephalic  circulation,  and  that 
its  abstraction  throws  this  into  chronic  disorder.  The  other  is 
that  of  Prof.  Bruns,  of  Tubingen.  He  believes  that  the  thyroid 
is  either  a  depuratory  gland  which  excretes  certain  substances 
poisonous  to  the  nervours  system,  or  that  it  fabricates  certain 
substances  indispensable  to  nervous  vigor — which  of  the  two,  he 
is  uncertain. 

The  very  important  practical  conclusion  remains  uncontested, 
that  in  all  operations  for  goitre,  a  small  portion  of  the  gland 
should  be  allowed  lo  remain. — Phil.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Dislocation  op  the  Head  op  the  Humerus  Downward 
INTO  the  Axilla — A  New  Method  of  Reduction. — The 
paper  that  I  wish  to  present  to  your  consideration  is  one  on  a 
subject  that  we  all  have  to  deal  with  in  our  practice.  It  is  the 
dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  downward  into  the  axilla. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  a  detailed  statement  of  all 
symptoms  of  a  case  that  may  be  presented  to  you,  for  they  are 
familiar  to  you  all. 

**  The  reduction  of  a  dislocated  humerus  may  be  conducted  on 
three  different  plans:  by  the  heel  in  the  axilla,  by  the  knee,  or 
by  drawing  the  arm  upward." 

I  now  wish  to  present  to  your  careful  consideration  a  fourth  plan 
or  way  to  reduce  this  dislocation,  and  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
we  will  dub  it  by  the  name  of  "Smith's  Plan.''     A  man  presents 
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himself  to  you  with  a  downward  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus  of  the  right  arm.  He  sits  down  in  a  chair,  you  step  to 
his  right  side,  takingyour  left  arm  passing  it  under  his,  bringing 
it  up  into  the  axilla,  at  the  same  time  grasp  about  the  middle  of 
his  forearm  with  your  right  hand  carrying  it  across  his  chest  to 
the  left,  at  the  same  time  giving  it  a  little  rotation  while  you  lift; 
up  with  your  left  arm ;  in  this  way  you  can  apply  most  any 
amount  of  force  that  you  wish,  and  you  will  be  surprised  with 
what  ease  the  reduction  has  been  accomplished  when  you  hear 
the  snap  of  the  bone  as  it  goes  to  its  place.  If  it  be  the  left 
shoulder  you  will  use  your  right  arm  in  the  axilla  instead  of  the 
left.  You  simply  make  a  lever  of  the  patient's  arm  and  use  one 
of  yours  as  the  fulcrum,  while  with  your  other  hand  you  apply 
the  necessary  force. 

A  more  full  illustration  can  be  seen  by  the  pen  sketch  which 
has  been  so  kindly  furnished  me  by  Dr.  John  Miller,  who  has 
lately  taken  up  his  residence  among  us. 

In  looking  over  the  different  authorities  that  I  have  at  hand  I 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  mention  of  this  plan.  It  has  worked 
so  well  with  me  that  I  thought  it  of  importance  enough  to  the 
profes3ion  that  I  should  report  it.  Some  might  be  very  glad  to 
try  it  after  they  had  failed  by  the  other  ways,  or  to  try  it  on  the 
first  occasion. 

Another  very  imyortant  point  in  its  favor  is  the  ease  with 
which  it  can  be  applied. — Ihe  Detroit  Lancet. 


Chronic  Otitis  Media. — In  a  paper  read  before  the  Ameri- 
can Otological  Society  (  Cineinnati  Lancet  and  Ginic),  Dr.  W. 
W.  Seely  gives  the  following  conclusions  as  to  treatment: 

1.  Only  experience  of  sufficient  length  of  time  (often  lasting 
over  months)  in  each  case  can  determine  whether  treatment  shall 
be  continuous  (daily)  or  interrupted,  that  is,  perhaps  daily  for  a 
few  weeks,  followed  by  an  interruption  of  some  weeks  or  months. 

2.  Only  experience  in  each  case  can  inform  us  whether  treat- 
ment is  to  be  directed  entirely  to  the  middle  ear  or  entirely  to  the 
naso-pharynx,  or  combined  against  both. 
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3.  Only  experience  in  each  case  can  inlorm  us  whether  injec- 
tions into  the  tympanic  cavities  are  called  for. 

Under  this  head  I  would  say  that  strict  medication,  either  of 
the  middle  ear  or  naso-pharynx  as  routine  treatment  is  unwise 
till  simple  inflation  has  failed. 

4.  Mechanical  dilation  of  the  tubes  is  rarely  necessary  or  ad- 
visable. 

I  would  remark  here  that  only  in  extremely  dry  states  of  the 
tube  is  dilatation  followed  by  much  success. 

5.  Hearing  tests  are  not  reliable,  and  hence  patients  with  great 
deafness,  great  loss  of  bone  conduction,  ete.,  should  not  be  sent 
away  till  the  "test  by  trial''   has  been  thoroughly  gone  through 

6.  Simple  inflation  failing,  the  greatest  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  naso-pharynx,  even  though  it  is  in  an  apparently 
fair  condition. 

7.  Syringing,  douching,  and  swabbing  the  naso-pharynx  should 
be  abandoned. — Louiville  Med,  News. 


Induction  of  Premature  Labor. — Dr.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas, 
in  a  lecture  published  in  the  Physician  and  Surgeon,  recommends 
the  following  method  for  the  induction  of  premature  labor:  The 
patient  is  placed  across  the  bed,  with  the  buttocks  resting  near 
the  edge^  and  under  her  is  arranged  a  large  piece  of  rubber  oil 
cloth  in  such  a  way  as  to  drain  into  a  tub  on  the  floor,  into  which 
is  one  or  two  gallons  af  water  at  a  temperature  of  98  degrees 
F.  The  knees  of  the  patient  being  properly  supported,  a 
syringe  with  a  long  nozzle  is  carried  as  far  into  the  cervical  canal 
as  it  will  go,  and  a  steady  stream  of  water  is  directed  against  the 
membranes.  When  dilatation  to  the  extent  of  a  half  dollar  is 
completed,  which  will  be  in  the  course  of  ten  minutes,  a  gum 
catheter  is  inserted  between  the  membranes  and  uterine  walls,  the 
patient  is. put  to  bed,  and  the  labor  allowed  to  proceed  naturally 
Dr.  Thomas  says  this  operation  constitutes  one  of  the  greatest  ad- 
vances that  has  ever  been  made  in  the  obstetric  art,  and  that  it  is 
qO  mean  triumph  to  be  able  thus  to  preserve  a  human  life,  which, 
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without  its  aid^  would *have  been  inevitably  lost.  He  says  he  can 
point  to  two  dozen  children  in  New  York  City  whose  lives  were 
saved  by  this  operation. — Ind.  Med.  Jour. 


Peroxide  op  Hydrogen  in  Suppurating  Ears.  —  Dr. 
William  A.  Dayton  eays,  relative  to  the  use  of  peroxide  of  hy- 
drogen in  suppuration  of  the  ear: 

A  spray  of  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  the  peroxide  has  had  an 
almost  magical  effect'in  a  case  of  ozena  complicated  with  '*  proli- 
ferous" catarrh  of  the  middle  ears.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
stronger^solutions  induce  local  anaesthesia  often  in  a  marked  de- 
gree. This  isjcertainly  advantageous,  not  only  in  the  event  of 
operative  interference,*but  also  in  doing  rhinoscopic  work ;  be- 
sideS;  I  have  noticed  that  cocaine  acted  more  promptly  after  the 
mucous  membrane  had  been  cleansed  with  the  peroxide. 

The  above  is  but  a  hint  at  the  various  applications  of  this  agent, 
should  it  meet  the  expectations  of  interested  workers. 

Even  though  no  curative  results  are  obtained  in  the  experience 
of  otherv  from  the  peroxide  per  ae,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  most 
marvelous  cleanser;  and,  if  cleanliness  is  the  desideratum  in 
middle  ear  suppuration,  then  we  have  a  servant  par  excelUnoe  in 
the  peroxide  of  hydrogen. — Arohivea  of  Otology, 


Early  Tapping  op  Ascites. — On  the  strength  of  a  number 
of  experiments,  Ewald  argues  in  the  Berliner  Klinische  Woohen- 
Bchrift  in  favor  of  early  tapping  in  abdominal  dropsy.  He  claims 
that  the  disadvantages  cited  against  early  operation,  such  as 
rapid  reaccumulation,  and  thereby  increased  loss  of  organic  sub- 
stances, collapse,  peritonitis,  etc.,  are  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  absolute  benefits.  Collateral  circulation  is  much  improved, 
pressure  upon  the  abdominal  viscera  and  the  heart  and  lungs  is 
relieved  and  a  degree  of  function  more  allied  to  the  normal  made 
possible.    Assimilation  of  food  is  thus  enhanced  and  the  admin- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SELECTIONS.  623 

istration  of  violent  (.rastics  made  unnecessary.  The  dangers  of 
injuring  the  intestine  are  not  great,  if  due  care  is  taken.  The 
result,  of  course,  is  only  palliative  in  cases  where  organic  lesion 
precludes  the  possibility  of  a  complete  cure.  Life  is  certainly 
not  shortened  by  the  early  interference ;  and  a  more  frequent 
repetition  of  the  measure  is  plainly  made  possible  only  by  a  pro- 
longed lease  of  life. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 


Styptics  and  Depressants  in  thk  Treatment  of  HiE- 
MOPTYSis. — Apropos  of  a  recent  article  on  the  treatment  of  hae- 
moptysis, by  Mr.  W.  H.  Kesteven,  Dr.  Godwin  Timms,  senior 
physician  to  the  North  London  Consumption  Hospital,  writes  to 
the  Lancet  that,  for  the  last  twenty- five  years,  he  has  treated  hsB- 
moptysis  with  tartarized  antimony,  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain,  in 
a  saline  daught,  every  hour  or  two.  Where  the  profuseness  of 
the  haemorrhage  or  the  patient's  anxiety  makes  it  advisable  to 
produce  an  immediate  efiect,  forty  minims  of  oil  of  turpentine  are 
given  every  two  hours,  in  a  wineglassful  of  water.  He  adds  that 
this  treatment  is  most  successful,  except  in  the  rapidly  ff^tal  cases 
in  which  the  hasmorrhage  comes  from  the  bursting  of  a  small 
aneurysm.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  F.  W.  Allwright,  of  Bea- 
oonsfield,  writes  to  the  same  journal  in  recommendation  of  astrin- 
gents. He  cannot  imagine  how  depressants  can  stop  bleeding, 
and  says  that  he  would  never  again  try  ipecacuanha.  —  N.  Y. 
Med.  Journal. 


Chronic  Diarrhcea. — In  the  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  August  22, 
Dr.  J.  Vose  Solmon  says  that  he  is  sometimes  consulted  by  females 
of  nervous  temperament,  on  account  of  a  chaonic  diarrhoea  of 
several  years'  standing,  and  which  has  hitherto  resisted  medical 
treatment.  As  many  as  six  or  eight  stools  have  been  reported  as 
passed  daily.       When  failing  to  discover  organic  abdominal  dis- 
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ease,  the  following  formula  has  produced  considerable  mitigation, 
and  sometimes  a  peirfect  relief  to  the  symptoms.  He  is  inclined 
to  think  the  disorder  is  a  neurosis: 

R.     Acidi  nitrici  diluti 3ss. 

Liquoris  opii  sedativi  (Battley), 3j. 

Tincture  gentian® Sss. 

Infusi  gentian® Sviss. 

Aquam  menthse  piperitse  fort.  ad. Sviij. 

One  ounce  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. — Med.  and  Sur.  Rep. 


Mixture  for  Whooping-Cough. — A  contributor  to  (In. 
Med.  prescribes  the  following  formula: 

Tincture  of  belladona 5  drachms; 

Tincture  of  valerian,)    ^    ,  nn       * 

Tincture  of  digitalis;}    «*«^ ^^  «"""«' 

For  a  child  two  years  old,  begin  with  five  drops  daily;  increase 
the  amount  by  five  drops  each  day  until  it  reaches  thirty  drops. 
The  initial  dose  and  the  increment  are  ten  and  fifteen  drops  res- 
pectively for  children  between  two  and  five  years  old  and  for 
patients  who  are  still  older.  If  the  valerian  is  not  well  borne, 
tincture  of  musk  may  be  used  instead.  Where  nervous  and 
spasmodic  symptoms  predominate,  the  author  resorts  to  chloro- 
form, giving  to  children  between  two  and  five  years  old  from  six 
to  thirty  drops  daily,  in  two  ounces  of  gum  julep. — ColunAus 
Medical  Journal. 


The  Treatment  of  Hemorrhoids  by  Injection. — In  an 
instructive  clinical  paper  in  the  July  number  of  The  Am.  Jour,  of 
the  Med.  Sciences^  Dr.  Charles  B.  Kelsey,  of  New  York,  urges  the 
treatment  of  hsemorrhoids  by  injection  of  carbolic  acid.  After 
an  ample  experience,  this  has  become  his  routine  practice,  and  in 
all  his  cases  he  has  never  known  a  patient  to  abandon  the  treat- 
ment after  it  was  begun,  and  he  has  never  failed  to  effect  a  per- 
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fectly  satisfactory  cure  by  it,  and  he  has  never  had  an  accident 
of  serious  nature  with  it.  He  uses  three  solutions^  one  of  15  per 
cent.^  one  of  33  per  cent.,  one  of  60  per  cent.,  and  sometimes  he 
uses  the  pure  acid.  In  a  severe  case,  he  begins  with  stronger 
ones;  in  a  mild  case,  with  the  weaker. — Buffalo  Med.  and  Surg* 
Journal, 


The  Treatment  op  Dysentery  with  Iodide  op  Phe- 
nol.— Rosenfeld  (Bull  Oen.  de  Therap.)  recommends  this  drug 
highly.     He  uses  the  following  mixture : 

Pure  iodine • • 4  grains. 

Carbolic  acid 8      " 

Glycerin 1  ounce. 

From  one  to  two  teaspoonfuls  are  given,  in  an  enema,  three  or 
four  times  a  day.  The  bloody  stools  cease,  and  the  tenesmus 
rapidly  subsides  under  this  treatment.  Of  a  hundred  and  forty- 
two  patients  who  were  treated  in  this  manner  during  an  epidemic 
of  dysentery,  only  six  died. 


Gastro-Intestinal  Indigestion. — Keating  recommends  the 
following  treatment  of  acute  gastro-intestinal  indigestion  in  teeth- 
ing children : 

R.     Hydrarg.  chlor.  mit gr.  i 

Pulv.  ipecac gr.  ss 

Soda  bicarb grs.  viij 

Sacch.  lact grs.  x 

M.  ft.  chart  iv. 

This  is  to  be  followed  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  then  the 
child  shoutd  be  placed  on  a  careful  diet  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
given  the  wine  of  pepsin  in   half-teaspoonful  doses,  or  the  elix. 
cinchona  co. — Archives  of  Pediatries. 
3  S.P. 
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A  System  of  Practical  Medicine.  By  American  Author^.  Edited 
by  William  Pepper,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Provost  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Assisted  by  Louis  Starr,  M.  D., 
Clinical  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  Hospital  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Vol  ,111.  Diseases  of  the  Respi- 
ratory, Circulatory,  and  Haematopoietic  Systems.  Philadelphia; 
Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  1885. 

With  the  completion  of  the  3d  volume  of  this  magnificent 
mouument  of  the  attainments  of  American  medicine^  we  have 
nothing  but  praise  to  bestow  on  its  projectors  and  their  co-adju- 
tors.  The  articles  are  the  work  of  writers,  many  of  Whom  are 
already  recognized  and  acknowledged  as  authorities  on  the  par- 
ticular topics  of  which  they  treat;  while  the  others  will  become 
so,  as  soon  as  the  reading  public  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  able  and  masterly  manner  in  which  they  have  handled  the 
subjects  entrusted  to  them.  In  the  3d  volume  we  have  the  dis- 
eases of  the  respiratory  organs  discussed  by  Carl  Seiller,  Harrison 
Allen,  Hosmer  A.  Johnson,  Abraham  Jacobi,  Louis  Elsberg, 
Geo.  M.  Lefferts,  N.  S.  Davis,  W.  H.  Geddings,  Samuel  C.  Chew, 
Wm.  Carson,  A.  L.  Loomis,  William  Pepper,  Beverly  Robinson, 
Austin  Flint,  sr.,  Edward  T.  Bruen,  John  S.  Lynch,  and  Frank 
Donaldson;  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System,  by  Wm.  Osler^ 
A.  L.  Loomis,  M.  Longstreth,  Beverly  Robinson,  Austin  Flint, 
sr.,  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  John  B.  Roberts,  G.  M.  Garland,  E.  G. 
Cutler,  A.  H.  Smith,  and  E.  T.  Bruen;  Diseases  of  the  Blood 
and  Hematopoietic  System  have  been  entrusted  to  Wm.  Osier, 
I.  Edmondson  Atkinson,  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  and  Samuel  C.  Busey. 
The  names  of  these  gentlemen  alone,  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  of 
the  reliable  and  satisfactory  character  of  the  subject  matter. 
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The  distingaished  editor  has  so  apportioned  the  work  that 
each  author  has  had  assigned  to  him  the  subject  which  he  is  pecu- 
liarly fitted  to  discuss,  and  in  which  his  views  will  be  accepted 
as  the  latest  expression  of  scientific  and  practical  knowledge. 
The  practitioner  will  therefore  find  these  volumes  a  complete, 
authoritative  and  unfailing  work  of  reference,  to  which  he  may 
at  all  times  turn  with  full  certainty  of  finding  what  he  needs  in 
its  most  recent  aspect,  whether  he  seeks  information  on  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  medicine,  or  minute  guidance  in  the  treatment 
of  special  disease.  So  wide  is  the  scope  of  the  work  that,  with 
the  exception  of  midwifery  and  matters  strictly  surgical,  it  em- 
braces the  whole  domain  of  medicine,  including  the  departments 
for  which  the  physician  is  accustomed  to  rely  on  special  treatises, 
such  as  diseases  of  women  and  children,  of  the  genito-urinary 
organs,  of  the  skin,  of  the  nerves,  hygiene  and  sanitary  science, 
and  medical  ophthalmology  and  otology.  Moreover,  authors 
have  inserted  the  formulas  which  they  have  found  most  efficient 
in  the  treatment  ot  the  various  affections.  It  may  thus  be  truly 
r^arded  as  a  complete  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  and  the 
general  practitioner  possessing  it  may  feel  secure  that  he  will  re- 
quire little  else  in  the  daily  round  of  protiessional  duties. 

A  TextBook  of  Pharmacology,  Therapeutics  and  Materia 
Medica.  By  T.  Lauder  Brunton,  M.  D.,  D.  Sc.,  F.  R.  S., 
F.  R.  C.  P.,  assistant  Physician  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital;  Examiner  in  Materia  Medica  in 
the  University  of  London,  in  the  Victoria  University,  and  in  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London,  etc.,  etc.,  adapted  to  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  by  Francis  H.  Williams,  M.  D., 
of  Boston,  Mass.  8  vo.,  leather,  illustrated,  pp.  1033.  Lea 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1885* 

For  some  years  past  the  periodical  publications  of  both  Eng- 
land and  America  have  been  enriched  by  contributions,  mainly 
of  experimental  observations  in  regard  to  the  actions  of  drugs,  by 
Dr.  Brunton,  which  have  been  regarded  as  of  great  intrinsic 
value.  This  volume  represents  the  conclusions  of  the  author  as 
attained  after  more  than  twenty  years,  close,  intelligent  and  pa- 
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tient  iDvestigation  and  study  of  the  action  of  drugs  —  experimen- 
tal methods  having  been  adopted  and  their  results,  faithfully  and 
carefully  recorded. 

As  drugs  and  medicines  are  the  means  upon  which  the  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  must  in  many  instances  rely  for  the  puri>ose  of 
giving  relief  to  the  sick  and  sufferings  it  is  an  imperative  ne- 
cessity that  he  should  be  acquainted  with  th^ properties,  and  their 
action  on  the  human  subject,  and  for  this  purpose  Dr.  Brunton's 
work  will  occupy  a  most  important  place  as  a  text-book  and  for 
frequent  reference. 

Written  by  the  formost  authority  on  its  subject  in  England,  it 
forms  a  compendious  treatise  on  materia  medica,  pharmacology, 
pharmacy,  and  the  practical  use  of  medicines  in  the  treatment  of 
disease.  Space  has  been  devoted  to  the  fundamental  sciences  of 
chemistry,  physiology  and  pathology,  wherever  it  seemed  neces- 
sary to  elucidate  the  proper  subject-matter  of  the  book.  A  gene- 
ral index,  an  index  of  diseases  and  remedies,  and  an  index  of 
bibliography  close  a  volume  which  will  undoubtedly  be  of  the 
highest  value  to  the  student,  practitioner  and  pharmacist. 

The  adaptation  of  the  American  edition  to  the  United  States 
Pharmocopoeia,  greatly  adds  to  the  value  of  the  work  to  profes- 
sional men  of  this  country,  who  have  long  needed  a  correct  and 
reliable  treatise  on  the  Pharmacy,  the  Physiological  and  the  Tbir- 
apeutical  action  of  drugs. 

FowNEs'  Manual  OF  Elementary  Chemistry — Theoretical  and  Prac- 
tical. Embodying  Watt's  Inorganic  Chemistry,  New  American 
edition.  In  one  large  royal  i2mo.  volume  of  over  looo  pages, 
with  200  illustrations  on  wood  and  a  colored  plate.  Cloth,  $2.75; 
leather,  $3. 25.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia. 
1 88  c;. 

More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  this  standard  and  reliable 
text-book  was  placed  in  our  hands.  Since  then  11  successive  edi- 
tions have  appeared,  and  during  the  within  time  ic  has  held  un- 
disputed, and  unquestioned,  its  place  as  a  text-book  in  the  most 
reliable  and  reputable  institutions  of  medical  learning  in  America. 
A  brief  and  somewhat  cursory  examination  satisfies  us  that  the 
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last  edition  is  more  deserving  of  oommendatioa  than  any  that 
have  preceeded  it.  By  the  way,  it  has  grown  so  lusty  with  hono- 
rable and  honored  age,  that  we  could  hardly,  at  first  glance  re- 
cognize the  friend  of  our  student  days. 

As  showing  fully  the  scope  of  the  work  in  the  latest  edition, 
we  make  the  following  extract  from  the  American  Publishers 
pre&ce : 

"The  incessant  changes  which  have  characterized  the  science 
of  Chemistry  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  nomenclature 
have  rendered  successive  editions  of  Professon  Fewness  work 
more  representative  of  the  editor's  than  the  author's  views.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  Mr.  Watts  very  properly  contemplated 
the  issue  of  a  work  of  his  own,  based  upon  that  of  Professor 
Fowne's,  but  his  untimely  death  prevented  the  full  accomplish- 
ment of  the  project.  A  large  portion  of  the  work,  however,  was 
completed  by  the  issue  of  a  volume  on  Physical  and  Inorganic 
Chemistry,  and  it  has  seemed  to  the  publishers  a  duty  to  lay  be- 
fore chemists  and  students  the  latest  thoughts  of  so  renowned  a 
scientist.  The  volume  has,  therefor,  been  reprinted  with  Profes- 
sor Fowne's  Organic  Chemistry,  in  a  form  which  experience  with 
many  previous  editions  has  proved  to  be  popular  with  those  for 
whom  the  work  is  intended.'' 

The  illustrations,  type,  paper,  binding  and  printing  are  fully 
equal  to  any  of  the  marvels  and  models  in  which  the  well-known 
house  of  Lea  has  presented  the  ideas  of  so  many  of  the  leading 
medical  writers  of  the  present  age. 

Epilepsy  and  other  Chronic  Convulsive  Diseases — ^Their  causes, 
symptoms  and  treatment  By  W.  R.  Gowers,  M.  D.,  F.R.C.P., 
assistant  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  University  College; 
senior  assistant  Physician  to  University  College  Hospital;  Physi- 
cian to  the  National  Hospital  for  the  Paralyzed  and  Epileptic. 
8  vo.,  clotli,  pp.  255.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and  58 
LaFayette  Place,  New  York.     1885. 

The  September  issue  of  Wood^s  Library  of  Standard  Medical 
Authors  is  filled  by  the  very  excellent  and  valuable  work  of  Dr. 
Gowers.    He  fully  describes  and  very  clearly  elucidates  the  olini-- 
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cal  history  of  epilepsy  and  other  allied  convulsive  diseases.  His 
ezperiQDces  at  the  National  Hospital  for  the  Paralyzed  and  Epi- 
leptic are  very  satisfactorily  placed  before  the  reader.  Many  of 
the  conclusions  given  and  deductions  reached  are  such  as  have 
been  given  by  other  standard  authorities,  others  are  different  and 
are  due  to  the  authof^s  efforts  in  the  line  of  original  research. 

He  considers  in  chapter  I,  Etiology ;  II.,  III.,  and  IV., 
Symptoms;  V.,  Epilepsy  after  Hemiplegia;  VI.,  and  VII.,  Hys- 
tero-Epilepsy  and  Hysteroid  attacks ;  VIIL,  Certain  Morbid  As- 
sociations of  Epilepsy;  IX.,  Causes;  X.,  Pathology;  XI.,  Diag- 
nosis; XII.,  Prognosis,  and  XIII.,  Treatment.  A  very  full 
index  concluding  the  volume. 

)  Any  physician  having  cases  of  these  distressing  and  perplex- 
ing conditions  of  the  nervous  system  to  treat,  will  fiud  very 
material  aid  in  this  excellent  work. 

A  System  of  Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Theoretical  and 
Clinical,  for  the  Student  and  Practitioner.  By  Robert  Barnes, 
M.  D.,  Obstetric  Physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  Consulting 
Physician  to  the  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women,  etc.,  etc.;  and 
Fancourt  Barnes,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Royal  Maternity 
Charity,  and  to  the  British  Lying-in  Hospital;  Assistant  Obstetric 
Physician  to  the  Great  Northern  Hospital,  etc.;  etc.  Illustrated 
with  231  wood-cuts,  Leather,  pp.  834.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co., 
Publishers,  Philadelphia,  1885. 

As  a  full  and  in  every  way  complete  treatise  on  the  subject  of 
Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery  the  above  named  volume  has  no 
superior.  The  wide  and  varied  experience  ol  its  authors,  the  en- 
ergy they  bave  displayed  in  compilation  and  collection  of  known 
facts,  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  The  history  of  gestation,  of 
puerpery,  of  the  mechanism  of  labor  and  of  hemorrhage,  are  mainly 
contributed  by  the  Senior  author;  while  the  prophylaxis  of  puer- 
peral diseases,  and  the  description  of  the  operations,  is  duetto  the 
junior,  and  the  subject  of  Embryology  is  entrusted  to  Professor 
Milne3  Marshall;  valuable  assistance  also  is  acknowledged  from 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Noble  Smith  in  connection  with  Teratology. 

The  immediate  purpose  of  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  title 
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page,  a  band  book  of  Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  the  use 
of  Students  and  Practitioners,  is  fully  and  most  satisfactorily 
accomplished.  It  is  an  admirable  text-book,  and  as  an  exponent 
of  all  that  pertains  to  the  science  and  art  of  Obstetrics  has  no 
superior  in  the  English  language.  Complete  in  every  particular, 
even  to  the  most  minute  details,  fully  up  with  the  most  recent 
advances,  its  teachings  and  demonstrations  noted  for  their  clear- 
ness and  precision,  it  can  but  gain  favor,  and  will  be  unquestion- 
ably recognized  as  a  work  of  standard  merit. 

The  numerous  illustrations  faithfully  elucidate  the  text. 

Milk  Analysis  and  Infant  Feeding:  A  practical  treatise  on  the  ex- 
amination of  human  and  cows*  milk,  cream,  condensed  milk,  etc., 
and  directions  as  to  the  diet  of  young  infants.  By  Arthur  V. 
Meigs,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  and  to  the 
Children's  Hospital.  12  mo.,  cloth,  pp.  102.  P.  Blakiston,  Son 
&  Co.,  Publishers,  1012  Walnut  St-,  Philadelphia,  1885. 

This  little  monograph  contains  quite  a  fund  of  information  on 
the  subject  of  feeding  young  infants.  In  addition  to  a  very  satis- 
factory analysis  of  natural  and  artificial  foods  for  the  young,  it 
contains  a  great  deal  of  just  such  information  as  is  needed  by  the 
vast  majority  of  "  family  physicians, ''  and  that  which  they  will 
have  no  little  trouble  in  gathering  from  more  pretentious  volumes. 

Its  title  fully  indicates  the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  work. 

The  Management  of  Labor  and  of  the  Lying-in  period,  a  Guide 
FOR  the  Young  Practitioner.  By  Henry  G.  Landis,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  in  Star- 
ling Medical  College ;  Fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine; Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association;  Author  of 
** How  to  use  the  forceps;"  ''A  Compend  of  Obstetrics;"  eta, 
etc.  12  mo.,  cloth,  illustrated,  pp.  334.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co., 
Publishers,  Philadelphia,  1885. 

Dr.  Landis  has  given  us  a  very  exccellent  little  brochure  upon 
the  Obstetric  Art.  While  not  a  full  treatise  upon  the  subject, 
yet,  it  is  brim  full  of  wise,  valuable  and  most  useful  suggestions. 
The  work  presupposes  a  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  fundamental 
principles  of  labor,  and  is  devoted  to  full  and  oomprensive  detail 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


632  REVIEWS  AND  BOOK   NOTICES. 

of  the  necessary  and  important  duties  of  the  accoucheur.  While 
modestly  professing  to*be  merely  a  "guide  for  young  practitioners," 
we  are  confident  that  many  who  are  growing  grey  in  service  can 
but  be  benefited  by  a  careful  persual  of  its  contents;  and  all  who 
will  be  guide'd  by  its  teachings  will  have  but  little  cause  for  regret. 
For  the  young  practitioner  or  the  recent  graduate,  it  is  just  what 
he  needs.  Giving  him  in  compact  compass  those  important  de- 
tails which,  from  disinclination  or  want  of  time,  he  will  not  find 
in  more  comprehensive  volumes. 

The  Essentials  of  Histology.  Descriptive  and  Practical  for  the 
use  of  Students.  By  E.  A.  Schafer,  F.  R.  S.,  Jodrell  Professor 
of  Physiology  in  University  College,  London,  Editor  of  the  His- 
tological portion  of  Quain's  Aanatomy.  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  245, 
illustrated.     Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publisher,    Philadelphia,    1885. 

This  work  will  supply  the  student  with  full  and  explicit  direc- 
tions for  the  microscopical  examination  of  the  tissues,  and  will 
serve  as  a  most  excellent  elementary  text- book  of  Histology, 
comprising  all  the  essential  facts  of  the  science,  and  omitting 
those  unimportant  details,  whose  discussion  is  only  calculated  to 
confuse  the  student. 

Those  interested  in  microscopic  anatomy,  will  find  the  various 
tissues  plainly  and  satisfactorily  described,  while  the  directions 
for  preparing  them  for  personal  inspection  are  graphic  and  easily 
underst(>od.  The  numerous  illustrations  so  satisfactorily  deline- 
ate the  various  objects  as  to  make  the  book  a  most  invaluable  aid 
and  reliable  guide.  Only  those  methods  are  recommended  upon 
which  long  experience  has  proved  that  full  dependence  can  be 
placed. 

Physician's  Visiting  List,  1886.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston's.  Thirty- 
fifth  Year  of  its  Publication.  Containing  Calendar,  List  of  Poisons 
and  Antidotes,  Dose  Tables  rewritten  in  accordance  with  the  Sixth 
Revision  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  Marshall  HalPs  Ready 
Method  in  Asphyxia,  Lists  of  New  Remedies,  Sylvester's  Method 
for  Producing  Artificial  Respiration,  with  Illustrations;  Diagram 
for  Diagnosing  Disease  of  the  Heart,  Lungs,  etc.,  etc. 

For  completeness^  compactness  and  perfection,  this  realy  stan- 
dard friend  of  the  physician  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  P. 
Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  1012  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Publishers. 
Prices  ranging  from  $1.00  to  $3.00. 
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The  International  Mbdical  Congress. — The  Medical 
Press  OD  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  are  still  discussing  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Congress.  We  gave  in  our  last  number^  in  full^ 
the  action  of  the  Committee^  which  we  had  hoped  would  have 
satisfied  and  quieted  the  cavilingsand  carpings  of  the  disgruntled. 
It  seems  however,  there  are  some  who  are  yet  "nursing  their  wrath 
to  keep  it  warm.''  Our  opinion,  however,  is  that  we  will  have  a 
meeting  in  1887  in  Washington,  that  will  fully  satisfy  the  most 
exacting,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of  the  sessions  that 
have  preceded  it.  We  can  hardly  believe  that  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  upon  our  trans-atlantic  brethren,will  induce  them 
to  act  so  churlishly  a»  to  decline  the  invitation  that  was  extended 
them  at  Copenhagen,  by  the  representative  Medical  Organization 
of  America,  in  behlEilf  of  the  physicians  of  this  Continent.  An 
invitation  might  just  as  well  have  been  tendered  by  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  we  hope  that  some  day 
it  will  be'done,  and  that  the  American  Association,  will  give  it 
the  same  recognition,  as  was  accorded  it  by  the  tacit  consent  of  the 
former,  in  connection  with  the  Copenhagen  meeting.  It  was  com- 
petent for  any  organization  or  association  on  the  American  conti- 
nent, to  extend  such  an  invitation.  Our  National  Association 
did  .so,  and  the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  there  the  matter 
stands.  Unquestionably,  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
in  Europe,  collectively  and  individually  can  decline  to  attend  the 
meeting — but  having  formally  accepted  the  invitation,  we  hardly 
think  they  will  be  so  wanting  in  common  courtesy,  as  to  follow 
out  the  wishes  of  the  digruntled  on  this  side  of  the  water. 
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The  following  editorial  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medi- 
eai  Association  for  Oct.  24th,  ult.^  is  so  apropos,  that  we  give  it 
entire : 

^'Since  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  in  New 
York,  8ept.  3  and  4,  and  the  final  adoption  of  the  Rules  regula- 
ting the  membership  and  business  of  the  Congress,  and  the  trans- 
ference of  its  future  management  under  the  Rules  adopted,  to  an 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Congress  itself,  the  expressions  of 
approval  in  the  medical  press  have  been  multiplying,  and  the 
general  feeling  of  increased  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  Con- 
gress is  apparent  throughout  the  profession.  The  Medical  Times 
and  College  and  Clinical  Record^  of  Philadelphia ;  and  New  Eng- 
land Medical  Monthly;  Oalliard^s  Medical  Journal  and  the  Sani- 
tarian,  of  New  York;  the  Journal  and  Examiner,  of  Chicago; 
the  Detroit  Lancet;  the  Medical  Herald,  of  Louisville;  the 
Courier-Record  of  Medicine  i  the  Southern  ProxstUioner,  of  Nash- 
ville; DanieTk  Texas  Medical  Journal,  the  Southern  Denial 
Journal,  and  others  have  given  the  most  decided  expressions  of 
approval  of  the  rules  adopted  and  of  the  present  Preliminary 
Organization  of  the  Congress.  We  quote  the  following  from  the 
editorial  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Times  as  fitly  representing 
the  sentiments  of  all  the  journals  named :  ^The  list  of  appoint- 
ments and  nominations  with  Dr.  Austin  Flint  at  the  head,  is  one 
which,  we  think,  will  meet  with  the  endorsement  of  the  profes- 
sion generally.  It  is  seen  that  when  the  time  for  final  action 
came,  the  members  of  the  Committee,  rising  to  the  responsibility 
restiuc:  upon  them,  acted  with  marked  discretion,  good  judgment, 
and  an  evident  desire  to  discharge  faithfully  and  impartially  the 
duty  for  which  they  were  appointed.  ....  It  is  hoped,  the  way 
being  now  open  for  harmonious  co-operation,  that  all  may  unite 
in  striving  to  secure  the  success  of  the  congress,  the  prospects  for 
which  are  brighter  at  present  than  they  have  been  since  the  invi- 
tation to  meet  in  1887  in  Washington  was  accepted.' 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
Medical  Society  held  Oct.  6,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted :  ^  Resolved,  That  this  Society  endorse  the  action 
of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
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tion,  in  relation  to  the  iDternational  Medical  CoDgress  to  be  held 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1887.' 

We  have  assurances  from  several  of  those  whose  names  have 
been  heretofore  announced  as  withdrawing  from  all  active  partici- 
pation in  the  Congress,  ^as  now  ( formerly)  proposed' to  be  organ- 
ized, that  they  are  entirely  satisfied  with  the  present  Rules  and 
organization,  and  will  personally  aid  in  promoting  the  success  of 
the  congress.  Not  only  is  there  thus  a  much  improved  feeling  at 
home,  but  there  is  evidence  of  a  better  understanding  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Congress  in,  at  least  some  of  the  journals  of  Great 
Britain.  The  London  Lancet,  of  October  3,  has  an  editorial  de- 
cidedly opposing  any  attempt  to  withdraw  the  Congress  from  this 
country,  and  expressing  much  confidence  in  its  entire  success  at 
the  appointed  time  in  Washington,  and  the  Promnoial  Medioal 
Journal  has  much  more  in  the  same  direction. 

In  the  midst  of  these  general  indications  of  satisfactory  pro- 
gress, it  is  amusing  to  witness  the  progress  of  that  trio  of  chronic 
grumblers,  the  Philadelphia  Medical  News,  the  New  York  Medi- 
cal Journal,  and  the  Medical  Record.  Being  no  longer  able  to 
find  any  fault  with  either  the  Rules  or  the  personnel  of  the  present 
Preliminary  Organization  of  the  Congress,  they  have  suddenly 
become  much  concerned  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  on  account  of  an  alleged  declaration  of 
independence  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Congress;  and  they  aflTect  to  wonder  why  the  Original  Committee 
on  Organization  did  not  take  the  same  easy  method  to  free  itself 
from  the  authority  of  the  Association.  Their  anxiety  in  this 
direction,  however,  is  entirely  unnecessary.  The  Committee  of 
Arrangements  appointed  by  the  American  Medical  Association 
in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Association,  has  revised 
the  Rules  previously  adopted,  completed  the  general  Preliminary 
Organization  of  the  Congress  on  a  basis  fairly  representing  the 
profession  of  the  United  States,  including  an  able  Executive 
Committee,  and  transferred  all  the  further  management  of  the 
proposed  Congress  to  such  Committee.  Having  thus  completed 
the  work  for  which  it  was  appointed,  without  any  signs  of  rebel- 
lion   or    resolution   of   independence,   the    Committee    remains 
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ready  to  render  an  accouDt  of  its  stewardship  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Association^  and  receive  any  further  instructions  that  body 
may  see  fit  to  give.  But  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Con- 
gress^ composed  of  other  men  entirely^  in  accepting  the  important 
and  responsible  positions  and  duties  assigned  to  them  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  accompanied  their  acceptance  with  the 
condition  that  their  actions,  while  made  in  obedience  to  the  Rules 
of  Organization,  should  not  be  subject  to  revision  by  any  other 
organization ;  a  condition  neither  inappropriate  nor  in  any  degree 
disrespectful  to  the  American  Medical  Association^  or  its  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements.  The  reason  why  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  first  Preliminary  Organization  could  not  make  the 
condition  or  declaration,  was  because  it  had  been  so  largely  made 
up  of  the  same  individuals  as  the  Committee  by  which  it  was  ap- 
pointed, that  the  personnel  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Congress  and  that  of  the  Committee  on  Organization  created  by 
the  Association,  were  the  same — one  and  inseparable.  Conse- 
quently, when  the  Association  exercised  its  right  to  re-model  the 
Committee  on  Organization,  it  disturbed  the  whole  machinery. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  present  Committee  of  Arrangements,  not- 
withstanding all  the  accusations  of  selfishness  and  personal  am- 
bition heaped  upon  its  members  by  this  same  trio  of  journals,  has 
been  patriotic  and  and  wise  enough  to  avoid  all  self-appointments 
to  office,  and  to  give  to  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress 
an  independent  and  self-sustaining  Preliminary  Organization, 
guided  only  by  Rules  sufficiently  liberal  to  allow  that  freedom  of 
executive  action  which  is  necessary  to  ensure  success." 


Saddle- Bags  : — With  a  just  appreciation  of  the  tendency  to 
general  depression  in  values,  and  with  a  laudable  desire  to  place 
what  is  a  necessity  to  the  outfit  of  many  physicians,  within  the 
reach  of  all,  the  proprietors  of  Mellier's  Standard  Elliott  Patent 
Saddle-bags  and  Buggy  Cases,  havej|made  a  large  reduction  in 
the  prices  of  these  articles,  as  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  their 
advertisement  in  this  journal. 
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The  Florida  Medidcal  and  Surgical  Journal. — In  our 
last  number  we  noticed  the  reception  of  the  prospectus  of  the 
above  named  publication.  We  are  gratified  to  state  that  the  first 
number^  (November)^  has  reached  us^  and  from  a  brief  inspection 
of  its  52  pages  of  well  arranged,  practical^  and  excellent  reading 
matter,  we  cordially  and  willingly  inform  our  readers  that  it  is 
quite  in  keeping  with  our  expectations,  from  so  talented  and  able 
members  of  the  medical  profession  as  compose  its  editorial  staff. 

Adopting  the  axiom  of  the  illustrious  Bowling — the  ablest  of 
all  past  and  present  journalists,  "  To  medical  men  belong  medical 
work,^^  it  will  represent  honorable  medicine  in  the  southern 
peninsula. 

Subscription  price  only  one  dollar  per  annum.     Try  it. 


•  ToNGALiNE : — Dr.  Weathers,  of  San  Antonio,  states :  "From 
the  character  of  the  formula  I  observe  that  Tongaline  is  a  combi- 
nation of  such  agents  as  my  experience  suggests  to  be  very  valu- 
able, and  is  therefore  deserving  of  great  praise.  I  find  it  a 
splendid  remedy  not  only  for  those  complaints  for  which  it  is 
recommended,  such  as  neuralgia,  rheumatism  and  nervous  head- 
ache in  their  various  forms,  but  have  done  work  also  with  it  in 
pneumonia  and  fevers,  especially  when  the  latter  arise  from  mala- 
rial causes.  Combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  aconite,  I  have 
found  there  is  nothing  better  to  equalize  thoroughly  the  circula- 
tion and  produce  free  diapohresis.  When  followed  by  a  few  doses 
of  quinine  the  results  have  been  remarkably  successful.  All 
who  try  Tongaline  will  be  constrained  to  acknowledge  its  virtues." 


Messrs.  Park,  Davis  &  Co.  offer  for  the  low  price  of  ten 
dollars,  a  complete  Materia  Medica  Collection  for  Students  of 
Pharmacy  and  Medicine,  containing  specimens  of  all  crude  drugs 
of  vegetable  origin  recognized  in  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  many  not  so  recognized  that  are  in  common  use — in 
all  288  specimens,  indispensable  to  the  student  of  Pharmacognosy. 
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Prop.  Bartholow  says  that  for  heemoptysis  "  ipecacahana  is  a 
remarkable  physiological  remedy .*'  Id  a  case  at  the  clinic  it  was 
given  in  combination^  as  follows: 

E^.     Ext.  ipecac,  fluidi 

Ext.  ergot,  fluidi aa    gtt.  v  M. 

SiG. — At  a  dose. — College  and  Clinical  Record, 

We  call  attention  to  advertisement  of  Peptonized  Beef  in  this 
issue.  It  would  appear  that  the  problem  of  an  extractive  of 
digested  beef  has  been  solved  by  Prof.  Preston  B.  Rose,  formerly 
of  the  Michigan  State  University,  and  its  preparation  attempted 
upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  its  importance.  The  general 
agents  of  this  preparation,  Messrs.  Chapman,  Green  &  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  will  be  pleased  to  forward  samples  as  per  their  adver- 
tisement. 


K ALINE  Compound  Pill  : — Dr.  J.  B.  Jones,  of  McKenzie, 
Tenn.,  writes :  "I  have  been  using  tl^e  Kaline  Compound  Pill 
for  the  past  eighteen  months  with  most  satisfactory  results.  It  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  an 
antiperiodic,  or  antipyretic  effect  for  a  long  time.  It  not  only 
meets  these  indications  well,  but  it  also  acts  as  a  sedative  at  the 
same  time.  In  my  opinion  it  has  no  superior  in  the  treatment 
of  chronic  malarial  diseases,  and  especially  in  cases  when  from  the 
idiosyncrasy  of  the  patient  quinine  is  not  well  tolerated.  I 
have  had  marked  benefits  from  it  in  the  treatment  of  continued 
fever,     (See  advertisement  on  page  2  b.) 


Fellow's  Hypophosphites  contains  the  elements  essential  to 
the  animal  organization,  oxydizing  agents,  tonics  and  vitalizing 
constituents.  It  has  sustained  a  high  reputation,  its  action  is 
prompt,  and  is  not  only  a  tonic  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  but 
influences  a  healthy  flow  of  the  secretions.  It  is  of  great  value 
in  mental  and  nervous  affections,  and  has  given  satisfaction 
wherever  tried. 
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The  Admikistration  o^  Iodine  and  its  Salts. — It  is  not 
generally  known^  or  at  least  observed^  that  iodine  and  its  salts 
are  to  be  administered  on  an  empty  stomach,  as  the  presence  of 
starch  and  acids  modifying  or  decomposing  the  preparations  of 
iodine  would  reduce  or  prevent  their  effect. — Therapeutic  Gaaeiie. 


Diabetes. — A  correspondent  of  the  Physician  and  Surgeon 
reports  a  case  of  diabetes  mellitus  cured  by  the  use  of  vinegar. 
The  patient  was  put  on  anti-diabetic  diet  and  one-third  of  a  glass 
of  vinegar  diluted  with  water.  At  the  end  of  a  week  the  urine 
was  free  of  sugar.  After  two  months  there  was  no  return  of  the 
trouble. — LouiaviUe  Medieal  News. 


I  HAVE  prescribed  Aletris  Cordial  to  Miss  K.,  age  30.  Chronic 
endometritis  of  two  years  standing,  accompanied  by  retro- version ; 
after  correcting  the  latter,  the  Aletris  Cordial  was  prescribed  for 
one  month,  resulting  in  cure.  Having  used  Aletris  Farinosa  for 
fifteen  years  past,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  Aletris  Cordial 
as  the  best  preparation  of  that  agent  I  have  seen. 

S'llem,  0.  L.  Henderson,  M.D. 


Dr.  Edward  O.  Shakespeare  has  been  appointed  by  the 
United  States  Government  to  go  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  cholera.  The  appointment  reflects  great  credit 
on  the  Government. — Jour,  oithe  Am.  Med.  Aaaociaiion. 


A  Sharp  Lancet. — The  London  medical  press  is  divided, 
like  our  own,  as  to  the  questions  arising  from  the  International 
Medical  Congress  in  Washington.  The  Lancet  sides  with  the 
present  acting  committee. 
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CREMATION  A  SANITARY  NECESSITY. 


BY 
DEWITT  O.   DAY,  M.  D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


The  recent  great  progress  made  in  sanitary  science;  the  im- 
proved mechanism,  and  application  of  the  microscope,  and  the 
advances  made  in  the  study  of  organic  chemistry,  have  brought 
into  deserved  prominence  the  question,  "What  shall  we  do  with 
our  dead  ?^^  Hygiene,  as  applied  to  public  sanitation,  may  be 
said  to  be  a  science  of  comparatively  recent  origin.  Like  reli- 
gion, art,  commerce,  and  other  great  public  benefactions,  it  was 
born  in  a  manger;  had  its  Herod,  who  would  have  destroyed  it; 
its  betraying  Judas;  its  executing  Pilate.  It  has  lain  in  a  sepul- 
chre until  now  the  demands  of  public  necessity  has  caused  it  to 
bud  and  bloom  forth  in  a  glorious  resurrection. 
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The  great  duty  of  the  physician  is  more  in  the  line  of  preven- 
tion than  in  the  care  of  diseases.  It  has  been  truthfully  said  that 
there  are  few  things  so  arbitrary  as  custom.  False  sentiment  and 
prejudices  born  of  the  customs  of  ages^  have  been  the  smoked 
glasses  through  which  we  have  calmly  looked  and  seen  millions 
die  of  possibly  preventable  diseases.  Now,  thanks  to  the  recent 
advances  made  in  public  sanitation^  we  are  fast  emerging  from 
the  darkness  of  night  into  a  noonday  of  scientific  achievements. 

The  customs  for 'the  disposal  of  the  dead  by  the  nations  have 
been  handed  down  to  us  through  the  ages,  and  a  fund  of  valua- 
ble information  thus  secured,  which  may  now  be  utilized,  and 
certainly  should  not  be  ignored  by  science. 

The  principal  methods  for  the  disposal  of  human  dead  hereto- 
fore practiced  by  the  nations,  have  been  exposure,  inhumation  in 
the  grave,  and  Intra-mural,  Embalming,  and  Cremation.  Aquation 
or  the  burial  of  bodies  at  sea,  and  the  chemical  destruction  of  the 
body  by  chemical  processes  have  also  been  practiced. 

These  methods  have  been  subject  to  modifications,  due  to  the 
social,  intellectual  and  religious  development  of  the  people.  The 
belief  among  many  of  the  ancients  that  the  body  as  well  as  the 
soul,  was  immortal,  and  the  theory  in  the  religion  of  Moham- 
med that  the  soul  was  in  torment  until  the  body  was  disposed  of, 
have  exercised  a  great  influence  in  the  disposition  of  the  dead. 
Among  all  Christian  nations,  burial  in  the  earth  is  now  the  cus- 
tom, evidently  derived  from  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans. 
The  evil  effects,  however,  of  earth  burials,  have  been  recognized 
by  civilized  nations  for  near  two  thousand  years.  The  Greeks 
and  Romans  early  recognized  the  injurious  effects  of  intra-mural 
interments  upon  the  health,  and  passed  stringent  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  practice.  Marcellinus,  Lucan  and  St.  Augustine  in- 
form us  of  the  fact  that  many  epidemics  were  caused  by  the  ex- 
halation of  noxious  gases  from  burial  grounds.  Playfair  asserts 
that  the  terrible  fevers  which  formerly  almost  decimated  Rome, 
were  due  more  to  the  exhalations  from  her  catacombs  and  intra- 
mural cemeteries  (just  established  in  the  year  509),  than  from  nox- 
ious gases  emanating  from  the  Pontine  marshes. 

Xavier,  Patolini,  Vieq  d'  Azyr  and  others  over  a  century  einoe 
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investigated  and  explored  the  dangers  of  earth  burial.  Ambrose 
Par6  gives  as  the  history  of  many  virulent  epidemics  originating 
from  the  practice  of  earth  burial. 

A  writer  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britanioa,  (Jth  edition^)  says 
that  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  the  theory  that  there  is  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  earth  burials,  but  per  contra^  Dr. 
W.  H.  Curtis  says:  "That  the  dead  do  kill  the  living,  is  only  too 
true.'' 

Sir  Henry  Thompson,  one  of  England's  most  distinguished 
Sanitarians,  after  quoting  near  a  thousand  authorities  upon  this 
subject,  says:  'Thousands  of  human  lives  have  been  cut  short  by 
the  poisonous  exhalations  of  slowly  decaying,  and  diseased  ani- 
mal matter." 

T.  Spencer  Wells  says:  ^'Decomposing  human  remains  so  pol- 
lute the  earth,  air,  and  water,  as  to  dimishish  the  general  health 
and  the  average  duration  of  human  life  among  our  people." 

Mr.  Chad  wick  says  in  a  Report  Upon  th^  Practice  of  Earth 
Bujrials  in  Cities,  *Hhat  inasmuch  as  there  appears  to  be  no  oases 
in  which  the  emanations  from  human  remains  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  decomposition  are  not  of  a  deleterious  nature,  so  there  is 
no  case  in  which  the  liability  to  danger  should  be  incurred^ 
either  by  interment,  or  by  embalmment  in  vaults,  which  is  the 
most  dangerous  among  the  dwellings  of  the  living."  He  further 
asserts  in  the  same  report:  ''I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  the 
burial  grounds,  as  at  present  constituted  (intra-mural),  are  a  con- 
tinual source  of  pestilence,  slow,  perhaps,  in  its  operation,  and 
hence  overlooked  by  ordinary  observers.  They  are  undermin- 
ing the  constitutional  stamina  of  thousands  of  our  town  popula- 
tions, while  people  are  denying  that  they  have  any  injurious 
tendency,  and  it  is  only  when  some  epidemic  comes  to 'try  it  like  a 
touch-stone,  that  the  consequences  of  long  antecedent  neglect  be- 
come so  apparent  as  to  rivet  and  excite  alarm." 

A  commission  of  medical  savans,  appointed  by  the  English 
Government,  near  a  half  century  since,  to  investigate  this  subject, 
declare  in  a  report  that,  after  a  thorough  investigation,  their 
unanimous  opinion  was  that  the  city  cemeteries  were  dangerous 
to  public  health,  and  had  been  the  cause  of  many  and  severe  epi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


544  ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS — DAY. 

demios^  and  also  say,  '^We  may  safely  rest  the  sanitary  part  of 
the  case  on  the  single  fact,  that  the  placing  of  the  dead  body  in 
the  grave  and  covering  it  with  a  few  feet  of  earth,  does  not  pre- 
vent the  gases  generated  by  decomposition,  together  with  the 
putrescent  matter  which  they  hold  in  suspension,  from  permeat- 
ing the  surrounding  soil,  and  escaping  into  the  water  beneath, 
and  the  air  above/^ 

Speaking  of  the  condition  of  existing  graveyards,  the  report 
says:  ''These  conditions  are  abominable,  and  the  smell  resulting 
and  distinctly  to  be  perceived  in  all  the  adjoining  houses,  in  every 
one  of  which  choleraic  and  diarrhoeal  diseases  had  occurred,  and 
that  cholera  was  usually  prevalent  in  the  vicinity  of  London 
church-yards." 

J.  Edgar  Chancellor  asserts  that  in  thirty  years  there  had  been 
interred  in  London  church-yards,  not  exceeding  a  space  of  318 
acres,  1,500,000  bodies.  Not  only  this,  but  the  city  is  shown  to 
be  honey-combed  with  the  graves  of  centuries,  and  millions  of  her 
former  citizens  polluting  her  water  supply  and  contaminating 
her  air  to  an  extent  not  to  be  estimated.  For  these  reasons  intra- 
mural interments  have  been  prohibited  in  the  large  cities  of  Eng- 
land. In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  graveyards  in  Paris 
were  prohibited  and  several  cemett^ries  established  in  the  rural 
districts.  It  is  related  that  the  disinterment  of  the  bodies  of  the 
Innocents  was  ordered  on  account  of  prevailing  sickness  in  the 
vicinity,  and  so  great  was  the  exhalation  of  gases  from  the  graves 
that  candles  were  extinguished  in  neighboring  cellars,  and  it  is 
said  that  after  the  disinterments  had  been  made  the  neighbor- 
hood became  healthy.  The  same  effects  were  experienced  in 
London. 

Mr.  Walker,  in  his  "Gatherings  from  Graveyards,'*  has  given 
many  instances  of  asphyxia  and  death  of  grave-diggers,  showing 
how  malignant  such  exhalations  may  become  when  the  degree  of 
concentration  is  great,  or  when  of  less  degree  causing  disturb- 
ance of  function  and  a  consequent  lowering  of  the  vital  powers, 
engendering  diseases  of  a  low  putrid  or  typhoid  character.  It  is 
a  well  established  fact  that  contagious  miasmata  is  present  in  the 
effluvia  of  dead  bodies. 
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It  is  a  well-established  fact  that  the  air  and  water  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  cemeteries  are  laden  with  the  germs  of  zymotic  dis- 
eases. In  this  respect  vaults  are  much  more  objectionable  than 
graves^  in  breeding  disease  and  death. 

Dr.  Domingo  Friere^  of  Rio  de  Janeiro^  investigated  the  causes 
of  a  recent  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  in  that  city,  and  declares 
that  in  the  vicinity  of  the  graves  the  soil  was  alive  with  micro- 
bian  ofganisms  identical  in  character  with  those  found  in  the 
emesisi  blood  and  other  dejecta  of  those  who  had  succumbed  to 
yellow  fever.  He  declares  that  the  characteristic  parasite  of  yel- 
low fever  permeates  the  soil  of  graves,  even  to  the  surface,  and 
that  in  graves  devoid  of  smell,  in  which  the  subject  had  been 
buried  for  a  year,  the  microscope  proved  the  ground  to  be  full  of 
yellow  fever  germs. 

Long  burial  does  not  seem  to  secure  immunity  from  disease 
about  those  pestifferous  localities  as  evidenced  by  the  report  of 
the  cholera  plague  in  London  in  1854,  which,  it  is  asserted,  was 
caused  by  the  turning  up  of  the  ground  in  the  cemetery  where 
the  plague-stricken  people  of  1665  were  interred. 

It  is  asserted  by  Prof.  Rianchi  that  the  terrible  plague  of 
cholera  in  1828,  was  caused  by  excavations  made  in  a  ceme.tery 
where  victims  of  a  similar  plague  had  been  buried  800  years. 

Chancellor  instances  the  fact  that  in  the  yellow  fever  epi- 
demic in  New  Orleans  in  1853,  that  the  mortality  in  the  fourth 
district  reached  the  enormous  average  of  452  in  a  thousand  popu- 
lation. There  were  three  cemeteries  in  this  district  in  which 
8,000  persons  had  been  buried  the  previous  year.  Dr.  Barton 
states  that  the  epidemic  was  much  aggravated  by  the  over- 
crowded condition  of  the  intra-mural  tombs.  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth were  nearly  depopulated  in  1855,  from  similar  causes. 
The  epidemic  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1850,  has  been  attributed 
to  effluvia  generated  from  recently  buried  and  decomposing 
bodies. 

In  1814  soldiers  stationed  near  the  pauper  burying  ground  of 
New  York  were  attacked  with  diarrhoea  and  fever;  after  removal 
from  the  locality  the  disease  promptly  subsided.  Graveyards 
located  in  large  cities  are  prolific  of  such  examples,  vid.  Report 
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of  the  Battersea  Graveyard,  London,  1874.  Many  other  exam- 
ples could  be  given  by  undisputed  authority,  but  these  are  deemed 
sufficient  to  show  at  least  that  cemeteries  are  important  factors 
in  the  propagation  of  epidemic  diseases. 

As  to  the  modus  operandi  of  such  propagations,  the  investiga- 
tions of  Koch,  Pasteur  and  Darwin  have  thrown  much  light. 
The\  contend  that  the  media  through  which  these  germs  are 
propagated  are  air,  earth  and  water.  Pasteur  has  called  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  fact  that  earth-worms  throw  off  their  castings, 
sometimes  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  and  a  half  tons  to  the  acre, 
these  castings  swarming  with  roicrobian  germs. 

Prof.  Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  records,  I  believe,  a  similar  ex- 
perience in  the  epidemics  of  yellow  fever  he  has  witnessed  in 
that  city. 

The  contamination  of  our  water  supply  in  large  cities  in  the 
vicinity  of  cemeteries,  and  especially  where  the  drainage  is  from 
such  cemeteries,  calls  for  serious  reflection. 

Prof.  Brande  instances  a  well  near  a  church-yard,  the  water  of 
which  had  acquired  color  and  odor  from  the  graves.  Leporte 
found  a  well  of  water  at  St.  Didier,  330  feet  from  a  cemetery, 
containing  ammoniacal  salts  and  organic  matter,  and  becoming 
putrid  and  vapid  to  taste  soon  after  being  drawn.  Prof.  Fleck 
calls  attention  to  analyses  made  by  him  of  well  water  near  the 
cemeteries  of  Dresden,  containing  large  amounts  of  unoxydised 
organic  matter. 

Eassie  states  that  during  the  Peninsular  war  the  English  troops 
suffered  from  fevers  and  dysentery,  caused  by  drinking  water 
contaminated  by  the  graves  of  their  soldier  companions. 

Adams  relates  that  a  certain  plague  prevailed  in  a  village  of 
Barbary.  Those  who  drank  water  percolating  through  a  ceme- 
tery, were  alone  affected,  while  the  rest  escaped. 

Reinhart  records  that  the  victims  of  a  certain  cattle  plague 
which  prevailed  in  Dresden,  were  buried  a  dozen  feet  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  ground.  A  year  afterward  the  water  in  a  well, 
situated  100  feet  distant,  contained  biturate  of  lime  and  had  a 
foetid  odor. 

Earth  burial  simply  means  slow  oxydation  of  the  remains, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OBIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS — DAY.  547 

sometimes  extending,  it  may  be,  through  a  century  of  time;  dur- 
ing this  oxydation  poisonous  gases  are  evolved  and  the  ground 
filled  with  microbian  organisms.  These  are  conveyed  by  meteo- 
ric water  to  the  nearest  spring,  well,  creek,  or  river,  carrying 
perhaps,  in  its  clear  and  beautiful  water,  the  seeds  of  death  and 
ruin  to  thousands  of  unsuspecting  persons. 

We  believe  we  have  given  a  sufficient  number  of  examples  to 
show  that  the  earth  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  reliable  filter  for  the 
pollutions  of  a  graveyard.  Then  how  important  that  we  ghould 
well  investigate  this  question  of  air  and  water  supply,  viewed  by 
the  light  of  modern  research  and  science.  It  will  probably  be  a 
long  time  before  the  much-needed  sanitary  reform  of  incinnera- 
tion  of  the  dead  will  become  a  practical  fact.  This  being  ac- 
knowledged, it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  select, 
with  judgment,  the  location  for  these  cities  of  the  dead,  and  to  so 
adapt  surroundings  as  to  secure  the  minimum  of  danger.  Ceme- 
teries should  be  located  as  far  as  possible  from  towns  and  cities 
to  secure  convenience  of  access.  The  ground  should  be  high,  dry 
and  porous  with  sufficient  drainage  to  secure  these  conditions. 
A  gravelly  or  marly  soil  permitting  the  free  passage  of  air  and 
water  through  it,  should  be  preferred.  In  no  case  should  a 
location  be  selected  -vhere. water  will  rise  in  the  graves,  and 
the  drainage  should  not  be  toward  the  source  of  any  water 
supply. 

It  has  been  suggested  with  much  practical  sense  that  under- 
ground drainage  be  resorted  to  where  the  location  is  at  least 
questionable.  A  green  vegetable  mould  should  cover  the  ground 
and  a  belt  of  timber  surround  the  cemetery.  Trees  were  planted 
and  grasses  sown  by  official  order  about  the  burial  trenches  of 
Metz  and  Sedan.  Louis  Creteur,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the 
disinfection  of  those  localities,  used  lime,  nitric  acid,  sulphate  of 
iron  and  chlorine  gas. 

More  than  one  body  should  never  be  placed  in  the  same  grave, 
and  such  graves^should  never  be  les^  than  six  feet  in  depth.  It 
is  stated  that  Dr.  Reed  detected  the  emanation  of  deleterious 
gases  from  graves  twenty  feet  in  depth.  If  not  too  shocking  to 
the  sensibilities  of  friends  it  would  be  well  to  use  quick  lime  or 
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eharooal  in  the  coffin.  The  space  between  the  coffin  and  retain- 
ing box  should  always  be  packed  with  charcoal. 

It  has  been  very  sensibly  suggested  by  Mr.  Haden  that  coffins 
be  constructed  of  perishable  material,  such  as  wicker  work,  to 
permit  of  free  contact  of  the  body  with  the  ground,  thus  securing 
rapid  decay  and  disinfection.  It  should  be  an  axiom  that  ceme- 
teries once  established,  unless  for  very  urgent  reason,  should  not 
be  disturbed  by  exhumations,  and  exhumations,  when  impera- 
tive, should  never  be  made  in  warm  weather  or-  after  recent 
burial. 

Many  of  the  gases  which  escape  from  a  decomposing  body, 
when  sufficiently  diluted  with  atmospheric;  air,  are  in  themselves 
innocuous.  The  great  danger  lies  in  unoxydized  organic  matter 
and  microbiau  organisms. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  cemeteries,  while  they  exist, 
should  be  regulated  by  State  and  municipal  laws,  through  the 
Boards  of  Health,  and  stated  reports  of  their  condition  should  be 
required. 

The  arbitrary  removal  of  established  cemeteries,  thus  outraging 
public  feeling  and  ignoring  vested  rights,  as  well  as  incurring  the 
danger  of  precipitating  sudden  epidemics  by  snch  action,  is  to  be 
deprecated. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recent  advancement  in  sanitary 
science  will  impress  upon  the  public  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
cremation  as  the  most  expeditious,  sensible,  cleanly,  reverential 
and  innocuous  mode  of  disposing  of  thd  dead 

Cremation  of  the  dead  is  no  new  custom,  but  has  come  down 
to  us  hoary  with  the  frost  of  ages.  The  ceremonies  at  the 
Pyre  of  Chimorousand  Menaus  have  been  embalmed  in  an- 
cient history.  It  is  related  that  Julian,  the  King  of  Chionia, 
incinerated  his  son.  Whilst  earth  burial  was  being  practiced 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  they  were  subsequently  compelled 
by  the  exigencies  of  war  to  adopt  the  custom  of  cremation,  as 
practiced  from  remote  date  Jby  the  people  of  Central  Asia  and 
Phrygia.  Homer's  Illiad  and  Odyssey,  and  Virgil's  iEneid,  furn- 
ish us  with  many  examples  of  the  incineration  of  the  dead  as 
practiced  in  ancient  times.     We   learn   that   it  was  the  common 
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practice  of  the  ''Bronze  age''  of  the  Thracians,  the  Greta,  and  the 
Hessili  of  the  olden  times. 

From  1  Samael,  chap,  xxxi,  verse  12-13,  we  read  :  ''AH  the 
valiant  men  arose  and  went  at  night  and  took  the  body  of  Saul 
and  the  bodies  of  his  sons  from  the  wall  of  Beth-san,  and  came  to 
Jabesh  and  burnt  them  there.'' 

"And  they  took  their  bones  and  burned  them  under  a  tree  at 
Jabesh  y  and  fasted  seven  days.'' 

In  Amos,  chapter  vi,  verse  10,  we  read:  "And  a  man's  uncle 
shall  take  him  up,  and  he  that  burneth  him,  to  bring  out  the 
bones  out  of  the  house,  and  shall  say  unto  him  that  is  by  the 
sides  of  the  house.  Is  there  yet  any  with  thee  ?  and  he  shall  say. 
No.  Then  shall  he  say,  Hold  thy  tongue :  for  we  may  not  make 
mention  of  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

In  Jeremiah,  chapter  xxxiv,  verse  5,  we  read:  "But  thou 
shalt  die  in  peace,  and  with  the  burnings  of  thy  father,  the  former 
kings  which  were  before  thee,  so  shall  they  burn  odors  for  thee, 
and  they  will  lament  thee^  Saying,  Ah,  Lord,  for  I  have  pro- 
nounced the  word,  saith  the  Lord." 

We  learn  from  the  writings  of  Jeremiah  that  cremation  was  a 
common  practice  among  the  ancient  Jews.  Thousands  of  Christ- 
ians have  been  cremated  for  their  religious  opinions.  We  learn 
that  formerly  it  was  esteemed  a  matter  of  distinction  for  kings 
and  princes,  and  men  who  had  greatly  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  service  of  the  State,  to  be  cremated,  and  from  this  source 
it  gradually  became  a  general  practice,  rendered  probably  more 
necessary  by  the  great  wars  of  the  ancients.  We  learn  that  in  the 
wars  of  the  Romans,  it  was  the  universal  custom,  until  the  reign 
of  the  Emperor  Gratianus,  when  it  was  prohibited  because  of  the 
disastrous  fires  which  it  gave  rise  to. 

The  mode  of  cremation  as  practiced  among  the  ancients  was  in 
the  open  air,  exposed  to  public  gaze,  upon  the  funeral  pyre  or 
pile.  Such  has  been  the  mode  of  cremating  the  martyrs  for 
opinions  sake,  and  to  the  revolting  spectacles  thus  presented  may 
be  attributed  much  of  the  expressed  horror  when  the  mode  is 
suggested.  Guided  by  the  light  of  modern  science  and  ingenuity, 
incineration  has  been  divested  of  its  imaginary  terrors.      The 
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process  as  now  condaoied  is  effected  in  superheated  air  chambers, 
temperature  2,000  degrees  Fah.,  without  contact  of  fuel  or  flame 
with  the  body.  Sensibility  is  not  offended  by  sight,  sound,  smoke 
or  smell,  and  is  certainly  the  most  expeditious  ^nd  decorous  mode 
of  disposal  of  the  dead,  outside  oi  sanitary  considerations.  Every- 
thing is  said  to  be  endowed  with  a  cyclical  destiny,  and  the  civ- 
ilization of  modern,  as  it  did  in  ancient  times,  will  demand  the 
reestablishment  of  the  custom.  This  must  be,  however,  done  by 
slow  and  gradual  means.  Legal  enactments  can  never  enforce  it. 
Public  prejudice  and  ignorance,  predicated  upon  false  religious 
views,  have  heretofore  constituted  the  main  obstacles  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  reform.  So  soon  as  the  medical  profession,  the 
clergy,  sanitarians,  men  and  women  of  culture,  and  patient  inves- 
tigation, make  the  matter  plain  to  the  common  people,  so  soon 
will  prejudice  and  superstition  be  disarmed  and  a  real  advance 
made  in  the  good  cause. 

Crematories  are  now  in  operation,  and  are  being  built  all  over 
the  civilized  world,  the  movement  commencing  at  Gothe,  without 
legal  restrictions,  in  1877.  Here  and  at  Milan  are  the  most 
perfect  furnaces.  There  are  crematories  at  Zurich,  and  other 
cities  of  Switzerland.  Also  in  Vienna,  Berlin,  Dresden  and 
Leipsic,  in  Germany.  There  are  crematories  in  London,  Paris, 
Rome,  Vavere,  Paria,  Cremona,  Undine  and  Leghorn. 

Ten  years  ago,  Dr.  F.  J.  Lemoyne  established  a  furnace  at 
Washington,  Pa.,  modeled  after  the  one  at  Milan.  December  5, 
1876,  the  body  of  Charles,  the  Baron  DePalm,  was  incinerated 
in  this  furnace,  the  first  public  cremation  occurring  in  America. 
The  ceremonies  were  witnessed  and  approved  by  representatives 
of  the  press,  boards  of  health,  distinguished  physicians,  and  other 
civic  bodies.  The  last  noted  incineration  conducted  in  this 
furnace  was  that  of  the  body  of  the  late  Prof.  Gross,  of  Phila- 
delphia, honored  in  America  and  Europe  by  distinguished  de- 
grees, and  celebrated  wherever  civilization  exists  as  a  most  pro- 
found scientist,  sanitarian  and  teacher.  Thus  did  Dr.  Gross  lend 
his  great  name  for  the  advancement  of  sanitary  reform. 

Crematories  exist  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster, 
Washington,  Cincinnati,  Buffalo,  San  Francisco,  and  other  prin- 
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oipal  cities  of  the  United  States.  The  increasing  demand  for 
such  institutions  will  doubtless  cause  their  erection  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  country,  and  thus  familiarity  with  the  custom 
will  gradually  disarm  prejudice,  and  it  will  in  the  near  future 
become  the  mode  for  the  disposal  of  the  dead. 

The  Ihte  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  declared  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  all  cemeteries  should  be  closed,  and  a  better  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  dead  instituted. 

There  is  a  resolution  now  pending  before  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  which  we  hope  to  see  passed,  embodying  the 
idea  that  cremation  of  the  dead  would  soon  be  acknowledged  as 
a  sanitary  necessity. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  AMERICAN 

RHINOLOGICAL   ASSOCIATION  AT  THE  THIRD 

ANNUAL  MEETING,   AT    LEXINGTON,    KY., 

OCTOBER  6,  1885. 


BY 
P.   W.   LOGAN,  M.D.,  OF   KNOXVILLE,  TENN. 


Gentlemen  and  Fellows: — Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Enox- 
yille,  Tenn.  (a  beautiful  and  picturesque  city  ot  the  mountains), 
is  my  adopted  home,  as  a  Eentuckian^  I  am  glad  to  meet  you 
here  and  enjoy  with  you  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  a  country 
unsurpassed  in  more  respects  than  one.  Lexington  and  its  sur- 
rounding country  can  justly  and  proudly  boast  of  its  fleet  racers, 
its  superior  stock  of  every  kind,  its  intellectual  men,  and  its  most 
lovely  and  beautiful  women.  Central  Kentucky  was  the  home 
of  the  illustrious  Clay,  Breckenridge  and  Marshall,  Drs.  Dudley, 
McDowell,  Bush,  and  Louis  A.  Sayre.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
eulogize  these  noble  and  gifted  sons  of  Kentucky,  but  we,  as 
professional  men,  should  profit  by  their  example,  never  ceasing 
our  efforts  to  attain  a  high  degree  of  perfection  in  the  practice  of 
our  profession.     An  honest,  earnest  and  fervent  effort  in  this 
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direction  is  sure  to  bring  suooess.  A  book  called  '^The  Physician 
Himself^'  tells  us  of  many  ways  by  which  we  can  get  practice, 
but  the  best  method  of  obtaining  practice  is  through  merit  and 
qualification.  ^'The  Physician  Himself/'  I  am  sorry  to  say,  con- 
tains many  suggestions  relative  to  procuring  practice  which  are 
not  elevating  or  honorable.  Indeed,  it  borders  on  the  black  arts 
and  should  not  be  endorsed  by  medical  men.  Medical  education 
could  be  made  more  thorough  if  the  colleges  generally  would 
establish  a  chair  of  Rhinology  and  Laryngology.  Rhinology  is 
very  much  neglected  by  many  of  our  instructors.  The  time  is 
not  far  distant,  however^  when  this  department  of  medicine  will 
receive  more  attention.  The  observance  of  hygiene  is  very  nec- 
essary on  the  part  of  patients  who  labor  under  nasal  and  throat 
diseases,  and  in  this  they  should  be  instructed.  Medical  Ethics, 
in  the  true  and  honorable  sense  of  the  term,  is  all  right.  Our 
present  code,  however,  should  be  changed  to  suit  the  present 
advanceiiient  of  medical  knowledge.  It  is  narrow  and  behind 
the  times.  Specialism  has  come  to  stay,  and  should  be  more 
liberally  provided  for,  so  far  as  Ethics  is  concerned.  The  rela- 
tion of  general  practitioner  and  specialist  should  be  reciprocal 
and  pleasant.  The  specialist  should  maintain  all  proper  relation 
between  patient  and  physician,  especially  when  a  patient  has  been 
referred  by  the  family  physician  to  him  for  treatment.  The 
specialist  must  limit  his  practice  to  his  particular  specialty,  other- 
wise he  is  not,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  a  specialist.  i 
Before  practicing  a  specialty  exclusively,  we  should  have  done 
general  practice  for  several  years,  as  a  good  general  knowledge 
of  disease  is  necessary  to  the  management  of  special  diseases. 
Medicine  is  a  very  imperfect  science,  therefore  progressive.  An 
early  realization  of  this  fact  and  a  continuous  recognition  of  its 
truthfulness,  should  cause  us  to  be  vigilant  and  ready  to  accept 
new  truths,  at  the  same  time  entertain  a  proper  regard  for  the 
experience  of  the  past.  Permit  me  to  insist  upon  the  importance 
of  a  proper  recognition  of  the  correlative  influence  of  nasal,  throat 
and  ear  diseases.  In  many  instances  the  nasal  mucus  membraoe 
is  the  parent  of  throat  and  ear  disease.  In  the  great  majority  of 
ear  and  laryngeal  troubles  of  an  inflammatory  character,  nasal 
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trouble  has  not  only  previously  existed^  but  has  been  proximately 
productive  of  disease  in  these  connecting  organs.  In  this  class 
of  cases  we  cannot  successfully  treat  laryngeal  and  ear  trouble 
without  simultaneously  treating  the  existing  nasal  disease.  In 
Paris,  France,  a  most  excellent  journal,  devoted* to  maladies  of 
the  ear,  laiynx  and  connecting  organs,  is  published.  In  Berlin, 
Germany,  a  very  superior  journal  (the  International  Central 
Paper  for  Rhinology  and  Laryngology)  is  published.  In  the 
United  States  we  have  Knapps'  Archives  of  Otology,  a  valuable 
journal,  but  have  no  journal  devoted  to  Rhinology  and  Liaryn- 
gology.  It  is  certainly  necessary  that  a  journal  devoted  to  Rhin- 
ology, Laryngology  and  Otology  should  be  published  in  the 
United  States.  Specialism  in  these  departments  demands  it,  and 
I  sincerely  hope  that  this  association  will  establish  such  a  journal. 
Diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ear  are  correlative,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  one  upon  the  other  should  be  more  carefully  studied. 
Through  long  and  continued  investigation  and  research  in  this 
department  of  medicine,  a  knowledge  of  many  unique  and  valu- 
able truths  has  been  obtained  and  disseminated.  The  profession, 
however,  has  been  slow  to  apply  in  a  practical  way  the  result  of 
this  knowledge.  It  is  certainly  true  that  a  non-irritating  treat- 
ment, as  a  rule,  so  far  as  inflamed  mucous  membrane  is  concerned, 
is  the  correct  method  of  treatment.  What  constitutes*  a  non- 
irritating  plan  of  treatment  ?  Rumbold's  method ;  it  is  difierent 
from  the  customary  methods,  but  in  my  opinion,  is  beyond  all 
question  correct. 

It  has  been  said  in  Euiope  that  it  was  too  difficult  to  become 
universal  or  popular.  This  is  a  mistake.  It  is  easily  applied 
when  yon  see  it  done  and  acquire  manual  dexterity  necessary  to 
this  end.  It  of  course  cannot  become  universal  or  popular  unless 
it  is  studied  in  a  practical  way.  We  should  not  adhere  to  old 
ideas,  simply  because  they  are  in  accord  with  general  custom, 
when  these  are  erroneous.  I  have  witnessed,  by  the  aid  of  the 
rhinoscopic  mirror,  in  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  cases  of 
catarrhal  mucous  membrane  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  the 
good  effects  of  the  non-irritating  plan  of  treatment.  I  am  sure 
this  method  is  correct,  and  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  generally 
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adopted.  In  other  words  "  oil  and  truth  will  rise  to  the  top.'' 
"  Custom  is  the  plague  of  wise  men  and  the  idol  of  fools.''  While 
the  spray  is  the  only  instrument  with  which  we  can  properly 
medicate  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract) 
many  prominent  in  the  profession  still  adhere  to  the  nasal  douche' 
posterior  nares  syringe,  brush,  cotton  applicator,  actual  cautery, 
etc.  The  spray  tube  is  superior  to  any  other  device  for  medicat- 
ing the  upper  respiratory  tract  from  the  fact  that  with  it,  we  can 
put  an  application  where  we  want  it,  without  irritating  the  part 
to  which  the  remedy  is  applied.  In  doins:  this,  too  much  air 
should  not  be  used.  By  using  an  air  receiver,  with  a  capacity  of 
sixty  gallons,  we  can  treat  eight  or  ten  patients  with  a  pressure 
of  ten  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  This  is  important,  from  the 
fact  that  toQ  much  pressure  is  injurious.  Undue  air  pressure  is 
the  only  objection  to  the  spray  producer,  and  this  is  easily  ob- 
viated. Successful  and  satisfactory  applications  cannot  be  made 
with  the  nasal  douche,  syringe,  mop,  brush  or  cotton  applicator, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are  either  too  irritating,  or  do  not 
thoroughly  reach  the  affected  surfaces.  The  general  and  indis- 
criminate use  of  caustics,  irritating  astringents,  tincture  of  iodine, 
etc.,  must  sooner  or  later,  in  a  great  measure,  be  abandoned  in 
the  treatment  of  nasal  disease.  This  manner  oi  treatment,  as  a 
rule,  aggravates  inflammation  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane. 
It  is  not  only  irritating  and  painful,  but  wrong  from  every  stand- 
point, and  tends  to  drive  our  patients  away.  In  order  to  treat 
rhinal,  pharyngeal  and  laryngeal  inflammation  successfully  and 
satisfactorily,  we  must  abandon  the  remedies  usually  resorted  to, 
and  their  methods  of  application.  Those  who  do  not  fully  realize 
the  importance  of  this  fact,  will,  sooner  or  later,  I  hope,  do  so. 
Successful  treatment  of  nasal  disease  cannot  be  learned  in  a  short 
time.  As  a  rule,  these  diseases,  when  chronic,  cannot  be  cured 
in  a  short  time. 

It  is  impossible  to  learn  from  books  knowledge  which  can  only 
be  obtained  from  inspection  of  diseased  structures  by  the  aid  of 
the  rhinoscopic  mirror.  A  knowledge  of  the  appearance  of  the 
diseased  structure  obtained  in  this  way,  coupled  with  results 
accruing  from  local  applications  made  to  diseased  mucous  mem- 
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brane,  must  be  oar  guide  in  the  management  of  nasal  disease  and 
its  correlative  influence  or  effect.  A  high  degree  of  skill  and 
success  in  tbe  management  of  this  class  of  diseases  must  be  ob- 
tained in  this  way.  We  must  be  sufficiently  familiar  with  the 
appearance  of  diseased  mucous  membrane  to  properly  class  it. 
Having  several  different  varieties  of  inflammation  of* nasal  and 
pharyngeal  mucous  membrane^  varied  applications  of  therapeotic 
agents  are  necessary.  We  cannot  successfully  treat  a  hypertro- 
phic as  we  would  an  atrophic  inflammation,  nor  would  we  treat 
an  ordinary  rhinitis  unaccompanied  with  apparent  structural 
changes  and  attended  with  copious  secretion,  as  we  would  a  case 
with  scant  secretion.  Nor  could  we  treat  an  itching  rhinitis  as 
we  would  an  ordinary  rhinitis.  In  short,  we  must  recognize  the 
true  condition  and  regulate  our  treatment  accordingly,  noticing 
from  day  to  day  the  effect  of  our  applications.  We  should  not 
use  the  usual  detergents  in  cases  where  the  secretions  could  be 
removed  by  the  application  of  the  same  remedy  which  is  intended 
to  allay  irritation  or  relieve  the  inflammation,  thereby  causing 
the  parts  to  grow  well.  The  trouble  with  some  has  been  that 
they  prescribe  for  patients  laboring  under  nasal,  throat  and  ear 
disease,  without  having  previously  examined  the  diseased  struct- 
ures. In  doing  this,  we  not  only  do  our  patients  injustice,  but 
thereby  detract  from  our  own  merit.  Ordinarily  we  do  not  pay 
the  proper  attention  to  many  symptoms  which  are  due  to  the 
disease,  prominent  among  which  are  headache,  neuralgia  of  head 
and  face,  susceptibility  to  changes  in  weather,  vertigo,  chorea, 
rheumatism,  diseased  eye  and  antrum,  dyspepsia,  constipation, 
peevishness,  defective  memory,  despondency,  nervousness,  ioability 
to  think  consecutively,  dissatisfaction,  lessened  virile  power,  etc. 
It  is  not  always  the  liver,  kidney,  stomach,  bronchi  or  lungs  that 
need  to  be  treated.  We  should  consider  well  the  reflex  phenom- 
ena of  nasal  disease  and  its  efiects  upon  other  parts  of  the  body. 
I  know  it  has  been  charged,  and  in  some  instances  truthfully, 
that  the  specialist  is  inclined  to  class  wrongfully  some  ailments 
with  those  of  his  chosen  field,  as  the  nose,  throat,  ear,  eye  or 
uterus.  Some  of  these  departments  of  medicine  are  necessarily 
neglected  by  those  who  undertake  to  occupy  the  whole  field  of 
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medicine^  hence  the  necessity' for  specialism.  The  field  of  med- 
icine has  grown  to  such  gigantic  proportions  that  it  is  impossible 
for  any  one  man  to  successfully  occupy  the  whole  field;  yet,  in 
the  face  of  this  incontrovertible  fact  some  oppose  and  discourage 
specialism.  To  special  study,  investigation  and  research,  is  due 
mainly  the  present  advancement  of  medical  knowledge.  Is  med- 
icine a  progressive  science?  Are  we  to  advance,  retrograde,  or 
stand  still?  Where  truth  demands  it,  I  think  we  should  possess 
sufficient  moral  courage  to  place  ourselves  in  opposition  to  gen- 
erally conceived  and  accepted  opinions  with  reference  to  diseased 
action  and  the  means  used  for  its  relief.  We  should  be  allowed 
to  look  beyond  old  ruts  and  enter  upon  fresh  and  new  pastures. 
We  unquestionably  do  not  attach  sufficient  importance  to  rhinol- 
ogy.  We  do  not  realize  that  a  very  large  per  cent,  of  the  ordi- 
nary coughs,  such  as  we  hear  upon  the  streets,  in  the  business 
houses,  churches,  work-shops,  offices,  and  elsewhere,  are  due  to 
a  catarrhal  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  or  naso- 
pharynx. This  cough  is  generally  attributed  to  supposed  bron- 
chial trouble,  because  of  failure  to  recognize  the  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane.  This  cough  I  will  designate 
a  nose  cough.  In  treating  nasal  disease  we  must  recognize  the 
fact  that  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  is  peculiarly  endowed  with 
sensitive  nerves,  that  its  function  is  peculiar,  that  its  correlative 
relations  are  extensive  and  important.  As  a  rule,  irritating  treat- 
ment of  this  structure  is  not  only  injurious,  but  disturbs  its  func- 
tions, and  may  give  rise  to  unpleasant  irritation,  if  not  inflama- 
tion,  of  the  accessory  sinus  and  the  eye,  ear,  throat  or  larynx. 
Our  treatment,  therefore,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  nasal 
disease  must  be  soothing  and  unirritating.  In  the  management 
of  nasal  disease  we  must  consider  well  its  reflex  phenomena. 
You  will  doubtless  recollect  the  allusion  on  my  part  (during  the 
first  meeting  of  the  American  Rhinological  Association,  Oct.  7, 
1883,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.)  to  the  injurious  effect  of  excessive 
venereal  indulgence  upon  nasal  disease.  In  this  I  am  sustained 
by  Dr.  MacKenzie,  of  Baltimore.  I  notice  in  the  Annates  Des 
Maladies  De  Uoreille  and  Du  Larynx^  Paris,  an  extract  from  a 
Philadelphia  journal  as  follows,  to  wit :  '^  The  nerves  supplying 
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the  erectile  tissue  of  the  nose  emanate  from  the  sphenoidal  and 
palatine  ganglion.  Menstruation  is  productive  of  swelling  of  the 
cavernous  structure  of  the  nose.  The  swelling  ceases  simulta- 
neously with  menstruation.  Sometimes  when  the  menstrual  flow 
has  ceased  it  becomes  vicarious,  epistaxis  resulting.  Nasal  disease 
18  made  worse  by  menstruation,  sexual  intercoursci  and  coexisting 
ovarian  or  uterine  disease.  The  rationale  of  this  is  irritation  of 
erectile  tissue."  While  I  fully  indorse  the  foregoing  conclusions, 
I  believe  that  nasal  disease  in  some  instances  will  lessen  viriKty. 
We  should  therefore  attach  due  importance  to  venereal  excesses 
and  its  effect  upon  nasal  disease.  If,  in  presenting  the  few  sug- 
gestions and  facts  contained  herein,  I  have  erred,  I  assure  you 
that  it  has  not  been  intentional.  Never  having  practiced  my 
profession  in  a  large  city,  and  being  acquainted  with  many  of 
my  patients,  I  have  been  enabled  thereby  to  know  the  result  of 
the  treatment  of  their  cases.  The  mild  and  unirritating  plan  of 
treatment  has  served  me  well.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  correct  method 
of  treating  nasal  disease.  When  we  are  compelled  to  resort  to 
surgical  interference  in  the  removal  of  growths,  thickened  mucous 
membrane  and  turbinates,  I  think  Jarvis'  snare  is  preferable,  as 
it  is  less  irritating  and  attended  with  less  danger  from  hemorrhage 
than  any  other  device.  Indeed,  so  far  as  the  surgical  treatment 
of  nasal  disease  is  concerned,  it  should  be  classed  with  non-irri- 
tating means  of  relief. 


LITHIASIS. 


BY 
N.  T.  DULANEY,  M.D.,  BLOUNTVILLE,  TENN. 


It  is  generally   understood   that  physicians,  when   sick,  are 

slow  to  take  medicine,  either  of  their  own  prescribing,  or  on  the 

prescription  of  a  brother  practitioner;  and  in  many  cases,  even 

when  not  dangerously  sick,  they  are  poor  prescribers  for  them- 

2  S.  P. 
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wives.  The  following  case  illustrates  this,  and  at  the  same  time 
contains  a  practical  lesson.  A  physician  in  regular  practice,  was 
sick  with  backache  and  headache,  with  some  fever,  with  slight 
evening  exacerbation,  which  would  go  off  with  a  sweat  at  night. 
He  had  also  some  tenderness  of  liver  and  stomach,  urine  very 
high  colored.  Giddiness  or  swimming  in  the  head  was  also  a 
prominent  symptom,  and  had  been,  even  before  he  took  down. 

A  dose  or  two  of  calomel,  with  morphine  at  night,  gave  some 
relief,  but  the  tenderness  over  the  liver  and  stomach  became 
much  worse.  In  this  condition,  a  brother  practitioner  visited 
him.  Though  sick,  he  was  able  to  talk,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  the  conversation  turned  on  Lithiasis,  and  he  (the  sick  one) 
took  occasion  to  make  a  few  plain  remarks  on  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  this  condition,  citing  several  cases  in  practice, 
and  laying  special  stress  on  the  value  of  colchicum  and  alkalis 
in  the  treatment  of  such  cases,  and  referring  many  symptoms  of 
derangement  of  various  organs,  such  as  indigestion,  palpatation, 
puritus,  eczema,  et  id  omne  genus  to  this  peculiar  condition  of 
system.  He  threw  such  light  upon  the  subject  in  general,  and 
upon  his  own  case  in  particular,  that  though  he  never  once 
thought  of  that  being  his  trouble  then,  (notwithstanding  he  had 
treated  himself  several  times  through  the  summer  for  that  par- 
ticular condition  and  with  marked  relief,)  the  visiting  brother 
saw  enough  to  cause  him  to  ask,  ''Don't  you  think  that  treat- 
ment would  suit  your  case  7^  He  quickly  assented.  And  it 
struck  him,  as  the  clearest  thing  he  had  ever  seen,  and  before 
night,  without  further  consultation,  he  took  two  or  three  doses 
of  wine  of  colchicum  and  bicarb,  potassium,  and  by  next  day,  with 
the  help  of  a  little  cream  of  tartar,  his  bowels  were  moved  very 
actively  and  often,  and  in  twenty-four  hours,  he  was  up  ready 
for  light  duty,  the  soreness  of  the  liver  and  stomach  having  gone., 
as  if  by  magic.  And  during  all  his  sickness  of  about  a  week  he 
never  thought  of  this,  his  old  complaint,  till  it  was  suggested  by 
a  brother. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  eczema  is  always  or  even 
generally  of  a  gouty  nature,  but  it  frequently  is,  and  there  is  one 
form  that  is  almost  pathognomonic  of  the  gouty  diathesis,     I  re- 
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fer  to  eczema  of  the  ears,  in  plethoric,  ruddy  adults;  and  con- 

'*^i»oo,  redness  and  burning  of  the  ears,  not  amourUmg  to  inflam- 

on,  is  often  the  pecurser  of  an  attack  of  gout  somewhere;  and 

y  present,  it  is  an  index  to  the  peculiar  diathesis,  and  will 

xl  a  key  to  the  situation  in  many  cases,  the  nature  of  which, 

ild  be  otherwise  doubtful. 

ind  when  we  remember  that  congestion  or  inflammation  of  a 
•ely  gouty  nature,  is  liable  to  attack  any  of  the  internal  er- 
as, as  the  stomach,  or  liver,  or  lungs,  etc.,  which   will  yield 
idily  to  treatment  addressed  to  the  gouty  condition  of  the  sys- 
n,  we  see  the  importance  of  recognizing  at  a  glance,  these  sur- 
<se  indications  of  such  condition   as  furnishing  a  key  to  the 
.•oper  therapeutic  measures.     For  whatever  treatment  may  be 
dmanded  to  meet  certain  symptoms,  such   as  pain,  cough,  rest- 
Brcift-*     2ssnea*=»,   vomiting,  etc.,  etc.,  it  is  all-important  in  order  to  a 
■'"Sf  ■■      peedy  cure,  where  such  condition  of  system  exists,  that  it  be 
created  with  colchicum  and.  alkalis,  especially  the  salts  of  potas- 
r>.>-   sum  and  lithium. 


f 


-  • 


Sehftian^. 


Some  Errors  in  Physical  Diagnosis.* — The  doctor  opened 
with  the  statement  that  in  a  society  like  this,  clinical  facts  are 
most  in  demand,  and  his  hearers,  as  physicians  in  active  practice, 
have  probably  little  time  or  inclination  for  the  discussion  of 
theories.  Hence  the  doctor  chose  to  bring  before  them  a  few 
cases  in  which  errors  had  been  made  by  himself  and  others  in 
early  diagnosis.  Carelessness  in  examination  was  not  the  fault, 
but  in  each  was  a  hidden  snag  in  the  channel  of  successful  inves- 
tigation. 

In  the  first  case,  the  diagnosis  at  the  initial  examination  was 
hsBmoptysis.  Mr.  N.,  of  slight  figure,  but  in  fairly  good  general 
health,  consulted  me  two  years  ago,  after  having  had  slight  hem- 

♦Abstract  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Society 
September  9,  1885,  by  Wm.  Porter,  M.D.,  of  St  Louis,  Mo.  , 
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orrbage,  in  which  the  blood  came  freely,  though  not  in  large 
quantities,  mixed  with  mucous.  Physical  examination  found 
slight  pharyngitis,  some  redness  of  the  vocal  chords  and  laryn- 
geal hypersBmia,  and  in  the  right  infra-clavicular  region,  where 
he  had  pain,  there  was  some  dullness  and  small  mucous  rales,  and 
mucous  non-purulent  expectoration.  Slight  elevation  of  temper- 
ature, and  pulse  98.  A  few  weeks  later  I  saw  him  during  a 
hemorrhage.  He  again  referred  to  a  pain  in  the  chest.  This 
time  I  found  little  or  no  dullness,  and  no  rales  or  other  symptoms 
of  bronchial  or  pulmonary  lesion.  Looking  into  his  pharynx,  I 
saw  blood  slowly  trickling  down  from  behind  the  soft  palate,  and 
with  the  rhinoscopic  mirror  found  the  lesion  to  be  a  ruptured 
superficial  vessel,  high  up  on  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall,  a 
phlebectasis  pharyngia. 

Hemorrhage  from  the  larynx  and  pharynx  may,  under  certain 
conditions,  be  thought  to  be  haemoptysis,  especially  if  abnormal 
bronchial  or  pulmonary  conditions  be  present.  Laryngeal  hem- 
orrhages are  not  well  recognized  phenomena,  though  not  very 
often  seen  even  by  the  laryngologist.  Sometimes  the  lesion  is 
submucous,  as  reported  bj  Fraenkel*  and  Sommerbrodt,  when 
we  have  rapid  infiltration  of  the  laryngeal  tissues*  and  consequent 
dyspnoea.  Hartmanf  reports  a  case  in  which  had  there  been  no 
laryngoscopic  examination  the  hemorrhage  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  considered  bronchial  in  its  origin.  There  are  few 
cases  of  bleeding  from  the  air-passages  in  which  a  pharyngeal 
and  laryngeal  examination  should  be  omitted,  if  only  to  confirm 
the  diagnosis  by  exclusion. 

The  next  case  is  not  one  of  error  in  location,  but  of  nature. 

Mr.  T.,  aged  50,  came  under  notice  in  September,  '76,  with 
the  physical  signs  of  phthisis  8u£Sciently  well  marked  to  warrant 
a  diagnosis.  There  was  a  dullness  over  a  small  area  two  and  a 
half  inches  below  the  clavicle,  prolonged  expiration,  cough,  ex- 
pectoration, and  shortness  of  breath.  At  first  the  true  nature  of 
the  disease  wai  not  suspected,  and  he  was  treated  as  an  ordinary 
case  of  phthisis.     Later  he  complained  of  pain  over  the  tibia,  and 


•Berlin  Klin.  Wochengchrift,  1874. 
tAm.  Lftryngological  Association,  1879. 
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frequent  headaches.  Upon  inquiry,  he  gave  a  history  of  syphilis 
contracted  twelve  years  ago,  but  thought  that  he  had  been  en- 
tirely cured.  Under  specific  treatment  he  was  relieved  of  his 
pain,  and  his  pulmonary  symptoms  became  less  urgent,  and  in 
one  year  no  evidence  of  deposit  in  the  lungs  could  be  found. 
He  has  improved  in  weight,  strength,  and  appetite,  and  considers 
himself  almost  well.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  patient 
was  suffering  from  tertiary  syphilis,  that  there  was  a  deposit  or 
syphilitic  nodule  in  the  left  lung,  which  at  first  was  supposed  to 
be  tubercular  infiltration,  and  that  under  the  influence  of  anti- 
syphilitic  remedied  this  was  removed,  at  least  so  far  as  to  give  no 
evidence  of  its  existence. 

In  every  case,  the  diagnosis  must  depend  in  a  great  measure 
upon  the  history  of  the  disease.  There  can  be  but  little  differ- 
ence between  the  physical  signs  of  this  and  the  ordinary  tubercu- 
lar disease.  In  both  forms  there  is  a  deposit.  May  be  hemorrh- 
age and  cavities  may  result  from  breaking  down  of  infiltrated 
masses. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  syphilis  of  the  lung  is  now  a  well 
recognized  condition,  and  may  closely  simulate  phthisis  pulmo- 
nalis  in  physical  symptoms.  Hutchinson,  in  his  essay  on  consti- 
tutional syphilis,  enumerates  almost  every  organ  but  the  lungs  as 
the  seat  of  tertiary  trouble,  yet  Fournier,  Goodhardt,  Von  Baren- 
sprung,  and  Rollet,  in  Europe,  and  Tiffany  and  the  writer,  in 
this  country,  have  made  reports  of  this  trouble. 

A  young  lady  came  to  the  writer  with  what  seemed  an  almost 
complete  stricture  of  the  oesophagus.  There  was  a  history  of 
dysphagia  and  wdl  defined  pain  beneath  the  sternum  and  above 
the  cardiac  orifice  for  eighteen  months.  For  eight  months  she 
had  subsisted  on  liquid  food.  An  attempt  to  pass  the  oesopha- 
geal sound  failed.  Organic  stricture  was  thought  probable — 
spasmodic  stricture  possible.  After  tonic  treatment  for  some 
time  a  No.  12  bougie  was  passed.  Deglutition  immediately  im- 
proved.    The  diagnosis  of  spasmodic  stricture  is  assured. 

Next  case,  man  aged  30,  general  health  good.  In  winter  of 
*62,  while  in  the  array  and  much  exposed,  "  caught  cold  in  his 
throat.'^     Hoarseness  ensued^  and  in  twenty-four  hours  his  voice 
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was  quite  gone.  Since  then,  eleven  and  a  half  years,  he  had 
never  spoken  aloud.  Several  physicians  had  said  the  aphonia 
was  permanent.  With  the  laryngoscope  the  wr.ter  found  a  slight 
bilateral  paralysis  of  the  adductor  muscles  of  the  vocal  cords, 
which  was  barely  sufficient  to  produce  aphonia,  the  cords  moving 
when  phonation  was  attempted  almost  to  the  median  line,  leaving 
only  a  narrow  space  between  them.  Two  applications  of  faradi- 
zation completely  restored  phonation,  and  has  remained  perfect. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  there  was  no  atrophy  of  the  parts,  though 
there  had  been  no  treatment  for  so  long. 

He  next  reported  a  case  of  reflex  asthma  in  a  woman,  aged  51. 
The  nares  were  found  filled  with  small  polypi.  Upon  these 
being  removed,  the  dyspnoea  gradually  disappeared. 

The  next  case  was  one  treated  for  chronic  naso-pharyngeal 
catarrh,  for  a  long  time  with  no  success.  At  last  a  foreign  body 
was  expelled  from  one  nostril,  and  recovery  followed  soon  after. 
It  was  an  embryonic  tooth  which  had  evidently  ulcerated  through 
into  the  maxillary  sinus,  and  so  escaped  into  the  nostril,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  thinness  of  the  floor  of  the  antrum. 

In  reviewing  these  mistakes,  I  trust  I  have  not,  in  so  doing, 
added  to  the  list.  The  most  proficient  among  us  often  err.  We 
are  fortunate  when  we  can  learn  from  our  errors. — Philadelphia 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Broths  and  Soups. — Of  the  various  dietetic  problems  which 
require  to  be  daily  solved  by  the  physician,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant is  that  which  deals  with  the  obtaining  of  proper  liquid 
articles  of  food.  As  is  now  well  known,  our  old  ideas  that  beef- 
tea  contains  the  nutriment  of  the  meat  are  exploded,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  certain  that  the  beef- tea  and  its  congeners  are  of 
great  value  as  restoratives  and  stimulants.  Ordinarily  the  meat 
which  is  left  after  their  preparation  is  thrown  away.  This  is,  of 
course,  an  excessive  waste,  since  practically  all  of  the  simple 
nutritious  parts  of  the  meat  are  lost.  According  to  Dr.  William 
Roberts,  this  remnant  can  be  beaten  into  a  paste  in  a  mortar  and 
duly  flavored  with  salt  and  other  condiments,  so  that  a  highly- 
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nourishing  and  also  agreeable^and  digestible  form  of  food  can  be 
prepared.  We  think^  however,  that  the  tastelessness  of  the  beef 
from  which  the  various  extractives  have  been  thoroughly  re- 
moved, is  such  that  it  would  require  a  very  good  cook  to  make 
the  dish  palatable.  A  much  more  important  observation  of  Dr. 
Roberts  is,  that  cold  meat  infusions  can  be  made  which  contain 
as  much  of  the  albuminoid  matter  as  does  the  everywhere-known 
Liebig's  raw  soup.  Indeed,  Dr.  Roberts  asserts  that  the 
acid  of  this  raw  soup  is  entirely  unnecessary.  Infusions  made 
from  minced  meat,  with  half  its  weight  of  water,  allowed  to 
stand  for  two  hours,  then  pressed  through  a  cloth,  he  found  on 
analysis  to  contain  over  four  per  cont.  of  albumen,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  be  about  as  nutritious  as  cow's  milk. 

When  heated  to  boiling  these  infusions  coagulate  into  a  solid 
jelly.  Made  from  beef  or  mutton,  the  product  has  an  unpleasant 
bloody  appearance,  but  when  prepared  from  veal  is  of  a  much 
paler  color.  The  breast  of  chicken  yields  an  almost  colorless  in- 
fusion, which  sets,  on  heating,  into  a 'solid  jelly,  white,  and  of  the 
most  enticing  appearance.  These  infusions  cannot  be  cooked 
without  destroying  their  liquid  character,  since  they  become  tur- 
bid, owing  to  coagulation  of  albumen  at  as  low  a  temperature  as 
114°  F.  The  best  way  of  covering  up  their  raw  taste  is  by  the 
addition  of  ordinary  beef-tea  or  a  little  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat, 
but  some  invalids  prefer  them  flavored  with  wine,  and  other-  do 
not  object  to  them  in  their  simple  condition. 

A.  highly  nutritive  form  of  liquid  food,  which  we  have  used 
occasionally  with  very  great  advantage,  is  raw  eggs.  Dr.  Roberts 
a£Srms  that  efi:gs  are  less  digestible  in  the  stomach  when  raw  than 
when  cooked,  but  that  when  raw  they  pass  into  the  duodenum 
without  being  meddled  with  in  the  stomach,  and  are  slowly 
digested  in  their  passage  through  the  intestines.  How  Dr. 
Roberts  proves  this  we  do  not  know.  He  has  probably  evolved 
it  out  of  his  inner  consciousness,  and  we  very  much  doubt  its 
truth.  Over  and  over  again  we  have  seen  the  stomach,  in  the 
most  apathetic  condition  or  in  a  state  of  actual  revolt  against 
food,  lay  hold  of  the  raw  egg  with  avidity.  The  best  way  of 
administration  is  simply  to  beat  the  egg  with  a  little  salt — not 
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carrying  out  the  process^  bowQver^  so  as  to  make  a  distinctlj 
frothy  dish. 

Although  beef-tea  is  not  itself  nutritious,  or  scarcely  so,  it 
constitutes  a  very  excellent  basis  for  making  fortified  gruels  or 
soups.  It  can  be  thickened  with  from  four  to  five  per  cent,  of 
a  flour,  which  should  be  composed  of  seven  eighths  of  some  cereal 
or  leguminous  seeds  and  one-eighth  of  ground  malt.  The  beef- 
tea  should  be  gradually  warmed,  and  as  the  heat  rises  the  diastase 
of  the  malt  converts  the  starch  of  the  flour  into  soluble  starch 
and  dextrin.  It  is  not  necessary  to  keep  down  the  proportion  of 
flour,  under  these  circum8t.«nces,  to  four  or  five  per  cent.  If  a 
more  nutritious  food  is  desired,  fluidity  is  still  obtained  even 
after  as  much  as  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  meal  has  been  added. 
Of  all  our  flours  or  meals,  that  obtained  from  the  lentil  is  prob- 
ably the  richest  in  proteid  matters.  It  contains  twice  as  much 
nitrogeneous  material  as  does  wheat  or  oat  flour,  and  also  much 
more  inorganic  salts.  Its  taste  is  somewhat  peculiar,  but  is  often 
agreeable  to  the  palate  of  the*  invalid. 

Instead  of  using  simply  flour  to  thicken  a  soup,  an  egg  may 
be  added  to  the  beef-tea,  or  even  an  egg  and  flour.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  egg  must  be  broken  into  the  soup  afler  the 
latter  has  been  removed  from  the  fire  and  fallen  much  below  the 
boiling-point.  By  rapid  stirring  and  a  little  care  a  very  smooth 
mixture  can  be  obtained. 

A  very  elegant  and  cheap  soup,  suitable  to  many  cases  of  in- 
valids, can  be  made  according  to  the  following  receipt.  Of  course, 
if  vegetable  juices  are  contraindicated,  this  tomato  soup  is  not  to 
be  employed : 

Take  three  quarts  of  tomatoes,  canned  or  whole,  and  boil  them 
until  they  are  soft;  then  strain  through  a  colander,  afterwards 
through  a  flour-sieve,  and  reject  the  solid  portions.  Boil  three 
pints  of  milk,  thicken  it  with  three  tablespoonfuls  of  flour,  then 
boil  the  liquid  part  of  the  tomatoes  over  again,  and  then  stir  this 
boiling  liquid  into  the  milk;  put  in  a  little  butter;  salt  to  taste. 
— Therapeutic  Gazette. 

m   mm  m 

Discussion  on  Pneumonia. — At  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
N.  Y.  Med.  Association,  held   in  November,  Dr.  Austin  Flint 
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opened  the  discussion  with  a  paper^  in  which  he  propounded  the 
following  questions: 

1.  Was  acute  lobar  pneumonia  a  primary  local  inflammatory 
disease,  or  was  it  an  essential  fever,  the  pulmonary  affection 
being  secondary  ihereto  and  constituting  its  anatomical  charac- 
teristic ? 

Since  1877,  when  he  read  a  paper  in  support  of  the  doctrine 
that  acute  lobar  pneumonia  was  not  a  local  affection,  but  an  essen- 
tial fever,  that  doctrine  had  been  gaining  ground.  The  view  was 
supported  by  the  following  fisicts:  1.  Acute  lobar  pneumonia 
was  characterized  by  an  enormous  exudation  into  the  pulmonary 
alveoli,  and  this  exudation  might  be  rapidly  absorbed,  leaving 
the  tissues  intact.  This  anatomical  fact,  he  said,  had  no  analogy 
in  local  disease.  2.  Acute  lobar  pneumonia  never  persisted  and 
became  a  chonic  affiection.  3.  It  was  never  referable  to  any  ap- 
preciable local  condition,  nor  was  it  possible  by  any  form  of  trau- 
matic injury  to  produce  the  affection.  4.  Ordinary  causes  of  local 
disease  were  not  capable  of  producing  acute  lobar  pneumonia.  The 
traditional  belief  that  the  affection  might  be  produced  by  cold 
was  without  foundation,  and  Was  being  abandoned  even  by  the 
Germans.  5.  That  a  special  or  specific  influence  was  invariably 
the  cause  of  acute  lobar  pneumonia  was  rendered  probable  by  its 
occurrence  at  certain  seasons,  its  greater  frequency  in  certain  cli- 
mates, and  its  occurrence  at  times  as  an  endemic  disease.  6.  It 
differed  from  acute  primary  local  inflammation  in  that  at  the  out- 
set there  was  a  pronounced  chill.  7.  In  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ease the  temperature  and  associated  febrile  phenomena  bore  no 
constant  relation  to  the  local  affection.  8.  Experience  showed 
that  acute  lobar  pneumonia  responded  better  to  treatment  ad- 
dressed to  the  fever  than  to  the  local  affection. 

2.  What  facts  and  rational  grounds,  with  our  present  knowl- 
edge, could  be  cited  in  support  of  the  doctrine  that  acute  lobar 
pneumonia  depended  on  the  presence  of  a  specific  micro-organ- 
ism? 

Dr.  Flint  lefl  this  question  for  discussion  to  Dr.  Janeway,  but 
expressed  his  belief  in  a  specific  micro-organism  as  the  cause  of 
the  disease. 
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3.  What  conditions  or  circumstances  incident  to  acute  lobar 
pneumonia  tended  to  render  the  disease  fatal  ? 

The  present  or  previous  existence  of  certain  other  diseases  ren- 
dered the  prognosis  more  unfavorable^  and  certain  conditions,  as 
empyema^  pulmonary  gangrene,  malarial  miasm,  etc.,  was  more 
likely  to  develop  in  one  who  had  been  reduced  by  pneumonia. 
But  of  special  conditions,  rendering  danger  of  a  fatal  issue  in  the 
course  of  the  disease  greatest,  the  author  mentioned  heart-clot 
and  heart- failure. 

4.  Were  there  known  remedies  or  therapeutic  measures  capa- 
ble of  arresting  this  disease,  or  of  exerting  a  curative  influence 
by  either  shortening  its  duration  or  conducing  in  any  way  to  a 
favorable  termination  ? 

Dr.  Flint  had  reason  to  believe  that  quinine  had  been  of  bene- 
fit in  shortening  or  exerting  a  favorable  influence  upon  acute 
lobar  pneumonia.  But  he  could  not  enter  fully  into  a  discussion 
of  the  treatment. 

6.  Was  blood-letting  ever  indicated  in  this  disease,  and,  if  so, 
what  were  the  circumstances  indicating  and  contra-indcating  this 
measure  of  treatment  ? 

Acute  lobar  pneumonia  tended  intrinsically  toward  recovery. 
Treatment  in  general  should  be  for  special  indications.  He  be- 
lieved there  were  circumstances  in  which  blood-letting  would 
prove  of  benefit,  and  that  benefit  would  be  most  likely  to  mani- 
fest itself  in  relief  of  oppressed  heart-action.  Contra-indications 
to  blood-letting  were,  previous  existence  of  enfeebling  afiections 
and  the  ansemic  state.  A  plethoric  condition  and  a  bounding 
pulse  were  among  the  indications  for  this  measure.  The  collection 
of  cases  made  some  years  ago  by  Lewes,  in  which  there  were 
twenty-eight  deaths  out  of  a  total  of  seventy-eight  cases  in  which 
blood-letting  was  resorted  to,  showed  a  high  mortality;  but  the 
cases  were  not  selected. 

6.  Was  alcohol  useful  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  acute  lobar 
pneumonia,  and,  if  so,  what  were  the  indications  for  its  use,  and 
how  was  its  use  to  be  regulated  as  regards  the  qnantity  given,  etc? 

The  author  regarded  alcohol  as  indicated  wherever  the  sup- 
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porting  plan  of  treatment  was  required,  wherever  there  was  a 
tendency  to  asthenia.     It  should  be  begun  tentatively. 

7.  To  what  extent  was  it  safe  and  useful  to  employ  antipyretic 
measures  of  treatment  in  cases  of  acute  lobar  pneumonia,  inclu- 
sive of  the  cold  bath,  sponging  of  the  body,  or  the  wet  sheet? 

Dr.  Flint  spoke  s|)ecially  as  to  his  experience  with  the  wet 
sheet,  which  he  had  employed  in  three  cases,  with  favorable 
results. 

8.  Did  relapses  of  acute  lobar  pneumonia  ever  occur  during  or 
shortly  after  convalescence,  and  did  this  disease  involve  any 
special  liability  to  other  diseases  or  sequels? 

The  first  part  of  the  question  the  author  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  said  this  fact  was  in  favor  of  the  view  that  the  disease 
was  an  essestial  fever,  for  local  diseases  had  relapses.  But  one 
attack  did  not  exempt  against  subsequent  attacks. — N.  Y,  Med. 
Journal. 


Tubercular  Consumption ;  Is  it  Ever  Hereditary? — 
At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  November  17,  et  seq.,  Henry 
D.  Didama,  of  Syracuse,  read  a  paper  on  this  subject,  in  which 
he  quoted  the  opinions  of  different  authors  on  the  subject  of  here- 
ditary tendency,  hereditary  diathesis,  etc.,  and  also  the  results  of 
post-mortem  examinations  by  various  pathologists,  and  said  that 
in  the  examinations  of  the  bodies  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
foetuses,  none  had  been  found  to  have  tubercle,  which  weighed 
very  h^vily  against  the  heredity  theory.  He  also  quoted  the 
statistics  furnished  by  insurance  companies,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  majority  of  cases  of  phthisis  occurred  in  persons  whose 
parents  had  not  suffered  from  the  disease.  The  following  were 
the  conclusions  which  the  author  reached : 

1.  That  tuberculous  disease  was  not  inherited. 

2.  That,  if  a  special  tendency  to  the  disease  was  transmitted, 
the  term  liability  better  expressed  the  idea  than  the  term  tendency. 

3.  That  many  conditions,  such  as  poor  and  insufficient  food,  ' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


668  SELECTIONS. 

damp  and  impure  air^  stinted  sunlight^  and  certain  occupations^ 
favored  the  development  of  the  disease. 

4.  That  two  conditions  were  almost  indispensable;  abundance 
of  bacilli  and  an  inviting  asylum  for  their  development,  whether 
the  susceptibility  was  inherited  or  acquired.  An  important  indi- 
cation was  to  place  the  newly-born  child  of  a  phthisical  mother 
under  the  charge  of  a  healthy  wet-nurse,  who  should  occupy  a 
room  entirely  secluded  from  that  of  the  consumptive  members  of 
the  family.  This  gave  an  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  feeble 
constitution  and  to  eradicate  a  liability  to  the  development  of 
consumption.  If  a  syphilitic  taint  existed  or  was  suspected,  the 
author  advised  antisyphilitic  treatment,  not  only  with  a  view  to 
cure  the  syphilis,  but  also  with  a  view  to  strengthen  the  consti- 
tution and  guard  against  the  development  of  phthisis. 

Dr.  Thomas  F.  Rochester,  of  Buffalo,  said  that  some  years 
ago  he  made  an  autopsy  on  an  infant  which  died  three  weeks 
old.  He  found  one  lung  crammed  with  miliary  tubercles,  and 
in  the  other  there  was  a  cavity  of  the  size  of  a  hickory-nut.  The 
mother  was  healthy;  the  father  had  died  before  the  baby  was 
born.  In  another  case,  in  which  the  father  died  before  the  birth 
of  the  child,  and  the  mother  was  a  healthy  woman,  having  no 
tuberculosis,  the  child  died  at  eighteen  months  of  age,  having 
had  for  a  long  time  before  death  every  indication  of  pulmonaay 
phthisis,  and  for  a  short  time  of  tuberculosis  of  the  vertebrte. 
In  the  light  of  these  cases  he  could  not  help  believing  that,  some- 
times at  least,  phthisis  was.  hereditary.  He  would  admit,  how- 
ever, that  many  people  had  phthisis  whose  parents  had  been  free 
from  the  disease.  The  paper  was  further  discussed  by  Dr.  Colvin, 
Dr.  Pomeroy,  and  others. — N.  Y.  Med,  Journal, 


Amateur  DocroRS. — Apropos  of  this  subject  the  London 
Olobe  remarks :  ^^It  is  curious,  when  one  comes  to  think  of  it, 
that  people  should  be  so  exceedingly  ready  to  set  about  the 
remedy  of  anything  amiss  in  the  system  of  either  themselves  or 
those  about  them.     If  a  man's  kitchen  clock  wheezes  and  whirrs 
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a  little^  and  presently  begins  to  betray  a  di£Sculty  in  getting 
along^  he  will  admit  at  once  that  he  does  not  know  what  is  the 
matter  with  the  thing,  and  he  will  have  the  clock-man  ordered 
in  to  attend  to  it.  If  his^ watch  gets  a  little  slow,  and  does  not 
seem  amenable  to  the  regulator,  he  will  not  even  run  the  risk  of 
touching  it  here  and  there  with  a  little  sweet  oil ;  or  if  his  piano 
gets  out  of  tune  in  only  a  note  or  two,  he  does  not  dream  of  in- 
vesting three  and  sixpence  in  a  tuning  hammer  and  putting  it  in 
order  himself.  He  does  not  understand  the  business,  he  will  tell 
you,  and  might  do  more  harm  than  good.  But  if  his  own  inter- 
nal*mechanism  begins  to  wheeze  a  little  and  to  show  symptoms 
of  running  down,  if  he  himself  feels  somehow  a  little  out  of  tune, 
it  is  very  likely  indeed  that  he  will  be  quite  confident  that  he 
knows  all  about  it,  and  will  forthwith  resort  to  the  family  medi- 
cine chest  or  the  nearest  druggist.  It  may  be  argued  that  he 
probably  knows  more  about  his  own  interior  than  he  does  of  the 
inside  of  a  clock  or  a  watch.  On  the  other  hand,' he  may  have 
been  studying  his  own  constitution  for  thirty,  forty  or  fifty  years. 
Every  man,  it  has  been  said,  is  a  fool  or  a  physician  at  forty,  and 
there  is  just  enough  truth^in  the  saying  to  make  it  plausible. 
But  then  the  remarkable  thing  is  that  the  amateur  doctor  is  just 
as  ready  to  prescribe  for  other  people^s  constitutions  as  he  is  for 
his  own.  He  knows,  of  course,  that  your  mechanism  is  ten 
thousand  times  more  intricate  and  delicate  than  that  of  any  clock 
or  watch,  and  it  might  oceur^to  him,  one  would  think,  that  in  so 
intricate  a  machine  similar  symptoms  might  possibly  arise  from 
very  different  causes.  Nothing  of  the  sort  occurs,  however. 
'  Pains  in  your  chest,  eh  ?  Ah,'indigestion,  my  dear  fellow.  I 
used  to  have  that  sort  of  thing  terribly.  Try  a  box  of  Quackle's 
pills.  The  finest  thing  in  the  world  for  indigestion.'  *' — N.  Y. 
Medioai  Times. 


On  the  Antizymotic  Action  of  Quinine  in  Typhoid 
Fever. — The  following  note  of  P6cholier  was  recently  presented 
to  the  Academy.of  Sciences  by  Prof.  Charcot  {La  trance  JUMioakf 
No.  47, 1885).     We  condense  the  main  points.     The  powerful 
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effects  of  qmnine  in  typhoid  fever  are,  according  to  some  authors 
due  to  its  antiperiodic,  and  according  to  others  to  its  antipyretic 
action^  while  P^cholier  regards  its  antizyraotic  action  in  this  re- 
spect as  most  prominent.  Creosote,  phenic  acid,  and  quinine  are 
the  best  agents  to  suppress  the  germs  of  typhoid  fever.  P^holier 
consequently  employs  quinine  in  a  certain  systematical  manner 
against  typhoid  fever,  and  records  very  satisfactory  results. 

He  begins  to  give  quinine  in  daily  doses  of  12  to  15  grain, 
from  the  first  day  that  the  fever  is  diagnosed  or  suspected,  and 
continues  the  drug  in  the  stated  doses  during  the  entire  period  of 
hyperpyrexia  and  even  during  defervescence,  though  in  decreas- 
ing doses.  Clinging  rigidly  to  this  method  of  treatment,  P6cho- 
lier  has  not  lost  a  single  case  out  of  the  fifty  and  more  which  he 
has  treated  during  the  last  couple  of  years.  Besides  this  con- 
stantly favorable  termination  of  the  disease,  the  author  empha- 
sizes the  singularly  mild  and  shortened  nature  of  the  whole 
pathological  process.  In  every  instance  the  temperature  was  at 
least  one  degree  less  than  would  have  been  the  case  it  the  fever 
had  not  been  treated  with  quinine.  In  most  cases  convalescence 
began  on  the  twelfth  or  eight^eenth  day.  In  very  rebellious  cases 
the  lukewarm  bath  repeated  frequently  was  found  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent adjuvant  to  quinine  treatment. 

The  specific  antifermentative  influence  of  quinine  can  also  be 
demonstrated  in  the  prevalent  infection  of  the  puerperal  and 
tubercular  type,  in  scarlatina,  blennorrhagia,  and  other  affections. 
It  would  consequently  be  very  desirable  to  observe  the  action  of 
quinine  on  pure  cultures  of  the  typhoid  fever  bacilli  and  other 
microbes. — Therapeutic  Oazette. 


The  Treatment  op  Rose-Cold  and  Hay- Fever  by  Co- 
caine.— In  a  paper  read  before  the  College  of  Physicians,  of 
Philadelphia,  Dr.  J.  M.  Da  Costa  gave  his  experience  with  co- 
caine in  a  number  of  cases  of  this  disease.  He  said  that  this 
remedy  had  been  suflSciently  tested  for  us  to  welcome  it  as  a  very 
decided  addition  to  our  means  of  counteracting  this  most  trouble- 
some affection.     One  patient  on  whom  it  was  used  complained 
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that  it  interfered  with  his  speech,  by  beDumbing  the  throat. 
Thus  he  could  only  use  it  at  night.  On  another,  when  used  too 
often,  it  produced  increased  vascular  tension  and  violent  head- 
ache. The  manner  of  employing  the  cocaine  is  not  without  im- 
portance. It  may  be  used  with  a  small  atomizer  as  a  spray,  but 
the  readiest  means  is  to  inject  from  five  to  eight  drops  up  each 
nostril,  the  head  being  thrown  backward.  In  some  persons  once, 
in  most  twice,  daily,  will  be  found  sufficient.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  instruct  patient  not  to  irritate  the  membrane  by  rubbing  it 
needlessly  with  the  glass  tube,  or  pushing  this  up  too  far.  Its 
mode  of  action  in  hay-fever  is  partly  by  the  local  insensibility  it 
produces,  partly  by  the  contraction  of  the  capillaries  it  induces; 
the  effects  are  thus  chiefly  local.  It  will  not  arrest  the  bronchial 
catarrh  or  the  asthma  which  attend  some  cases,  yet  it  is  astonish- 
ing how  it  seems  to  lessen  the  tendency  to  these  complications 
when  early  applied,  and  before  they  have  got  much  headway.  Is 
its  action  then  not  partly  a  reflex  action  ?  That  the  remedy  is 
radical,  and,  strictly  speakin(r>  curative,  I  have  not  found,  but 
that  it  gives  great  comfort,  converts  bad  into  light  cases,  enables 
those  to  stay  at  home  who  otherwise  are  obliged  to  flee  to  hay- 
fever  resorts,  relieves  much  suffering  and  distress,  I  know  and 
have  fairly  tested.  In  no  case  of  rose-cold  or  hay-fever  ought 
cocaine  to  be  lefl  untried. — Louisville  Weekly  Medical  News. 


Dover's  Powder  and  its  Modifications. — Dr.  B.  W. 
Richardson  ("Asclepiad  "),  after  giving  in  brief  the  history  of  a 
case  of  ^'septinous  pneumonia '^  (a  term  which  he  applies  to 
pneumonia  ^Mnduoed  by  inhaling  seme  toxic  product  from  a  cess- 
pooP'),  says  that  in  cases  of  that  sort  there  is  no  such  anodyne, 
no  such  soporific  febrifuge,  as  Dover's  Powder.  If  he  could  envy 
any  one  as  a  therapeutist,  he  says,  it  would  be  the  old  physician 
who  originally  had-  the  happy  thought  of  blending  astringent 
opium  with  relaxant  ipecac,  and  both  with  a  diuretic  and  laxa- 
tive. He  thinks  it  is  often  very  good  practice  to  modify  Dover's 
Powder  by  combining  the  one  grain  of  opium  and  the  one  grain 
of  ipecac  with  other  salines  than  sulphate  of  potassium.     True 
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Dover^s  Powder,  he  continues,  contains  the  nitrate  as  well  as  the 
sulphate  of  potassium — four  grains  of  each  in  ten  grains  of  the 
compound — and  it  often  seems  to  hira  reasonable  to  revert  to  this 
form^  nitrate  of  potassium,  in  small  doses,  being  a  good  diuretic. 
He  also  often  ventures  upon  oth^r  modifications:  in  acute  rheu- 
matic fever  he  usually  substitutes  sodium  salicylate  for  the  potas- 
sium salt;  in  gout,  bicarbonate  of  sodium;  in  remittent  febrile 
cases,  two  grains  of  quinine  with  five  of  sodium  salicylate ;  and 
in  quinsy  and  other  febrile  throat  affections,  chlorate  of  potassium. 
— iV.  Y.  Medical  Journal. 


Traction  on|tpe  Umbilical  Cord. — Whether  or  not  it  is  wise 
for  the  accoucheur  to  make  traction  on  the  cord  to  aid  the  delivery 
of  the  placenta  is  a  question  that  has  been  repeatedly  argued 
from  both  sides.  As  a  late  contribution  to  the  discussion,  we 
note  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  that  Dr.  George  Smith,  after 
an  extensive  experience  in  midwifery,  affirms  that  gentle  traction 
on  the  cord  is  a  safe  and  judicious  expedient,  and  does  not  induce 
spasm,  and  should  be  practiced  in  every  instance.  At  the  same 
time,  the  uterus  should  be  grasped  by  the  right  hand,  which  few 
only  can  perfectly  accomplish.  The  advantages  of  this  plan  are 
that  the  third  stage,  the  most  anxious  time  for  patient  and  doctor, 
is  much  abridged,  there  is  less  likelihood  of  hemorrhage,  and 
whether  anything  be  wrong  or  not  can  be  quickly  ascertained. 
Spasmodic  contraction  is  an  exceedingly  rare  occurrence,  and  is 
almost  invariably  associated  with  something  amiss  with  the 
placenta  itself,  or  it  is  more  or  less  adherent.  He  has  not  seen 
spasm  produced  by  snapping  of  the  funis,  when  the  fetus  has 
been  dropped  on  the  floor,  nor  by  any  other  untoward  circum- 
stance, under  which  the  child  is  occasionally  born. — Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter. 


Capsicum  in  Hemorrhoids. — A  case  is  mentioned  by  a  cor- 
respondent of  a  Peruvian  medical  journal  of  a  case  of  bleeding 
piles  cured  by  capsicum.     The  patient  was  a  man  of  28  years  of 
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agd.  He  was  much  distressed  by  passing  variable  quantities  of 
blood  after  going  to  sjool,  and  suffered  a  good  deal  from  anal 
irritation  and  tenesmus.  No  tumor  could  be  detected.  He  bad 
formerly  been  in  the  constant  and  daily  habit  of  using  violent 
purgatives  for  ten  months,  and  after  he  left  it  off,  obstinate  con- 
stipation followed,  and  it  was  under  these  circumstances  that  the 
hemorrhage  commenced.  The  writer  tried  all  kinds  of  remedies 
and  regulated  the  diet  without  producing  any  great  improvement, 
and  at  last  was  contemplating  surgical  measures,  when  he  hap- 
pened to  mention  the  case  to  a  hospital  physician,  who  suggested 
a  trial  of  capsicum,  as  he  had  himself  been  cured  of  a  very  ob- 
stinate form  of  chronic  dysentery  by  its  means,  and  he  felt  sure 
that  it  possessed  the  property  of  acting  on  the  rectum.  This  i^as 
consequently  prescribed  with  meals,  and  the  doses  gradually  in- 
creased. A  marked  improvement  soon  was  observed,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  couple  of  months  a  complete  cure  was  effected. — PhUa- 
ddphia  Medicai  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


S^vi^wB  mi  S^oh  ^aticeB. 


Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat,  delivered 
during  the  Spring  Session  of  Jefferson  Medical  College.  By 
Charles  J.  Sajous,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Laryn- 
gology in  the  Spring  Course  of  Jefferson  Medical  College;  one  of 
the  physicians  in  charge  of  Throat  Department,  Jefferson  College 
Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp  439.  Illustrated  with  100 
chromo-lithographs,  and  93  wood  cuts.  F.  A  Davis,  Atty., 
Publisher,  1217  Filbert  street,  Philadelphia.     1885. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  excellent  works  we  have  seen,  treating 
of  the  important  and  troublesome  diseases  of  the  upper  air  pas- 
sages, and  makes  a  most  excellent  guide  for  the  general  practi- 
tioner in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat. 

The  plain,  practical  and  concise,  (hough  explanatory  language 
employed  in  lecturing  to  students,  has  been  observed^  technical 
3  S.  P. 
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terms  have,  as  much  as  possible,  been  avoided,  and  when  em- 
ployed, their  meaning  is  made  obvious  by  the  general  sense  of 
the  phraze  in  which  they  appear.  The  facilities  furnished  the 
author  by  one  of  the  finest  clinics  on  this  continent,  and  a  quite 
ext**nsive  practice,  have  enabled  him  to  test  the  therapeutical 
value  of  the  many  new  methods  of  treatment  that  have  been  ad* 
vanoed. 

The  beautiful  colored  plates  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the 
work,  and  will  prove  invaluable  aids  in  assisting  to  form  a  cor- 
rect diagnostic  opinion  of  the  varied  morbid  conditions  affecting 
the  parts  under  consideration. 

In  addition  to  a  very  full  and  satisfactory  elucidation  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Nose,  the  morbid  conditions  of  the  pharynx  and  lar- 
ynx,  the   operative  procedures   for  their  relief  are  very   care 
fully  considered,  and  the  work  will  be  alike  valuable  to  the  gen- 
eral practitioner  and  the  specialist. 

Practical  Surgery,  including  Surgical  Dressings,  Bandaging,  Frac- 
tures, Dislocations,  Ligature  of  Arteries,  Amputations,  and  Ex- 
cisions of  Bones  and  Joints.  By  J.  Ewing  Mears,  M.D.,  Lec- 
turer on  Practical  Surgery  and  Demonstrator  of  Surgery  in  Jeffer 
son  Medical  College,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Clinical  Surgery 
in  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  Surgeon  to  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  etc  ,  etc.,  with  490  illustrations,  2d  edition,  12  mo., 
cloth,  pp.  794.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  Pubhshers,  Phila- 
delphia.    1885. 

From  the  author's  preface  to  the  first  edition  of  this  excellent 
practical  work,  we  make  the  following  extract: 

"This  book  has  been  written  in  response  to  the  request  of 
students  who  have  been  from  time  to  time  under  the  instruction 
of  the  author,  and  who  have  expressed  a  desire  for  a  work  which 
should  embrace  in  a  condensed  form  the  subjects  herein  treated 
of.  It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  author  to  present  these  sub- 
jects in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
omit  nothing  which  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  render  the 
instruction  complete.  While  he  has  aimed  to  embody  chiefly  the 
results  of  his  own  experience  as  a  teacher  and  as  a  practitioner, 
be  has  nut  hesitated  to  make  use  of  the  standard  textbooks  on 
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surgery  and  of  such  works  as  are  devoted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  topics  presented  in  this. 

In  the  second  edition,  we  find  material  improvement  by  its 
addition  of  new,  and  the  careful  revision  of  the  original  matter, 
giving  us  a  very  comprehensive  and  useful  treatise  on  the  im- 
portant subjects  embraced  in  the  title. 


Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Session,  held  at  Houston,  Texas,  April  21,  22  23, 
1885.     Published  by  the  Association.     8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  430. 

The  Medical  Association,  of  Texas,  though  among  the  junior 
State  Medical  organization  of  America,  shows  a  commendable  de 
gree  of  enterprise,  progress  and  vigor — far  in  advance  of  the  Asso- 
ciations and  State  Societies  of  many  other  State — whose  age  alone 
should  have  kept  them  well  in  advance.  We  heartily  congratu- 
late our  professional  brethren  in  this  great  Empire  State  of  the 
West  on  so  handsome  and  in  every  way  commendable  a  volume 
of  Transactions  as  the  outcome  of  their  last  annual  meeting. 

In  addition  to  the  minutes  of  the  session,  roll  of  officers  and 
members,  annual  address  of  the  President,  Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  and 
the  usual  matter  found  in  volumes  of  society  transactions,  we 
have  most  able  and  interesting  reports  from  the  Chairmen  of  the 
various  Sections  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  Gynecology,  Ophthalmol- 
ogy and  Obstetrics.  Notably  the  report  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  of 
Forth  Worth,  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Surgery,  embracing 
nearly  fifty  pages,  we  regard  as  a  most  valuable  contribution  to 
the  literature  of  surgery. 

In  addition,  the  valuable  and  interesting  papers  from  such 
men  as  S.  H.  Stout,  Q.  C.  Smith,  H.  W.  Moore,  J.  B.  Stinson, 
J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  and  many  others,  do  much  toward  making  this 
one  of  the  most  excellent  volumes  of  State  Medical  Society  Trans- 
actions we  have  ever  seen. 

The  typographical  execution  ot  the  work,  the  handsome  cloth 
binding,  and  good  paper,  make  it  suitable  to  the  most  preteutioas 
library. 
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Leonard's  Physician's  Pocket  Day-Book.  Bound  in  Red  Morocco, 
with  flap,  pocket  and  pencil  loop.  Price,  postpaid,  $i.oo.  Pub- 
lished annually  by  the  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co.,  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

This  popular  day-book  is  now  in  its  ninth  year  of  publication. 
It  is  good  for  thtrieenth  months,  from  the  first  of  any  month  that 
it  may  be  begun,  and  accommodates  daily  charges  for  fifty  pa- 
tients, besides  having  cash  department,  and  complete  obstetric 
records.  There  are  also  columns  for  the  diagnosis  of  the  case,  or 
for  brief  record  of  the  treatment  adopted,  following  each  name- 
space. Name  of  patient  needs  to  be  written  but  three  times  in  a 
month. 

How  TO  Use  Listerine,  is  the  title  of  a  very  excellent  little 
pamphlet,  published  by  the  Lambert  Pharmacal  Company,  116 
Olive  street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  giving  some  very  valuable  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  most  excellent  preparation.  Send  for  a 
copy. 


^ditari»L 


The  West  Tennessee  Insane  Asylum. — The  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Stale  to  select  a  location  for 
the  new  hospital  for  the  insane  for  the  western  portion  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  consisting  of  W.  P.  Jones,  M.D.,  John  H. 
Callender,  M.D.,  and  Hon  Ed.  H.  East,  all  of  Nashville,  have 
not  at  this  date  (Nov.  26,)  fully  determined  as  to  the  most  eligi- 
ble and  in  every  way  suitable  locality.  After  a  very  thorough 
and  extensive  tour  of  that  portion  of  the  State,  visiting  many 
localities  and  sites,  they  have  been  maturing  in  their  minds 
and  endeavoring  to  impartially  consider  the  advantages  offered 
by  each  particular  locality,  as  well  as  giving  a  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  various  suggestions  and  arguments,  verbal  and  writ- 
ten, which  have  been  subsequently  submitted  to  them  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  certain  localities.    The  effect  of  their  deliberationi 
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which  we  have  reason  to  believe,  will  result  in  the  selection  of 
the  most  suitable  locality,  has  been,  we  regret  to  see,  to  excite  a 
certain  degree  of  jealousy,  embitterment  and  personal  feeling  be- 
tween some  of  the  citizens  of  West  Tennessee,  who  are  more  or 
less  anxious  that  the  site  chosen  should  be  the  particular  one  in 
which  they  are  to  some  extent  interested.  The  advocates  of  each 
particular  locality  advancing  argument  and  assertion  as  to  the 
special  advantages  of  one  over  the  other.  While  none  of  them 
are  perfect,  nor  can  we  expect  any  of  them  to  approach  the  per- 
fection of  the  locality  at  Lyon's  View,  the  site  of  the  recently 
erected  asylum  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  State,  or  even  the 
less  favored  site  for  the  asylum  here  at  Nashville,  we  feel  confi- 
dent in  assuring  our  readers  who  may  interested  therein,  that  the 
very  competent  gentlemen  who  have  been  selected  to  discharge 
this  very  delicate  and  important  duty,  are  looking  solely  to  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  enactment.  The  law 
provides  for  the  erection  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane;  these  un- 
fortunates being  unable  to  provide  arid  care  for  themselves,  are 
to  the  extent  of  the  appropriation,  to  be  the  recipients  of  the 
State's  aid.  The  enactment  does  not  contemplate  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  by  the  locality  which  may  be  selected,  nor  the 
amount  of  taxes  paid  by  said  locality  into  the  State  Treasury. 
It  is  not  intended  as  a  beneficence  or  charity  to  those  who  can 
care  for  themselves,  whether  an  individual,  a  corporation,  or  a 
municipality — it  solely  looks  toward  providing  for  the  most  suita- 
ble building  in  the  most  suitable  locality  for  caring  for  these  un- 
fortunates, who  are  temporarily  or  permanently  bereft  of  reason. 
The  question  of  economy  is  also  one  of  financial,  though  second- 
ary importance.  The  points  of  excellence  to  be  considered  are  a 
full  and  abundant  supply  of  pure  air  and  pure  water — indispensa- 
ble to  the  health  of  the  bodies  of  those  for  whom  the  State  wishes 
to  secure  a  restoration  of  health  of  mind.  Centrality  and  con- 
venience of  access  will  also  be  important  factors  in  the  selection. 
Again,  we  can  safely  assert,  that  the  commission  appointed, 
from  technical  training  and  practical  experience  oil  the  part  of 
two  of  its  members,  from  the  intellectual  capacity,  integrity  and 
prudeice  of  the  entire  commission,  and  from  the  importance  and 
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sacred  character  of  the  trust  confided  to  them,  will  look  carefully 
after  the  interest  of  those  who  are  justly  and  solely  entitled  to 
the  Staters  aid. 


Obituary — Dr.  Van  Sinderen  Lindsley,  Professor  of  Diseases 
of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  in  the  University  of  Nashville  and  Vander- 
bilt  University,  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city,  November  15th 
ult.,  af^er  a  painful  illness  of  about  eight  weeks.  The  following: 
appropriate  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  representative  meeting 
of  the  physicians  of  Nashville,  held  on  the  day  following,  serve 
in  some  degree  to  show  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
professional  brethren : 

'*  Prof.  Van  S.  Lindsley,  only  son  of  Silas  Lindsley,  was  born 
in  Greensboro,  N.  C»,  October  13,  1840,  and  died,  surrounded  by 
his  family  and  friends,  in  this  city,  November  15, 1885.  His  han 
been  a  singular  active,  and  exemplary  and  useful  life.  He  had 
been  a  teacher  in  North  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Tennessee  prior  to 
becoming  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  teacher  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  ]f  ash  ville.  Having  graduated  in  1868, 
his  Alma  Mater  recognizing  his  ability  soon  called  him  to  teach 
Practical  and  Surgical  Anatomy.  Subsequently  the  chair  of 
Physiology  was  assigned  to  him.  While  filling  this  chair  he  was 
transferred  to  the  joint  professorship  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Nashville  and  Vanderbilt  University.  He 
was  then  made  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  joint  department  of 
these  universities.  Later  still,  a  special  chair  was  created,  em- 
bracing the  eye,  ear  and  throat,  and  upon  these,  as  other  topics, 
he  lectured  with  distinguished  ability. 

In  1868  Dr.  Lindsley  married  the  only  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Jeremiah  George  Harris,  who,  with  four  children,  survived  him 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  Doctor  seems  to  have  been  animated 
by  a  hope  that  the  profession  of  his  choice,  the  Church  and  the 
world  should  be  better  for  his  having  lived. 

Wo,  physicians  of  Nashville  here  assembled,  therefore  have 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Lindsley  the  medical  pro- 
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fession  loses  a  devoted,  intelligent^  painstaking  and  accomplished 
physician,  an  ornament  alike  to  society  and  to  the  profession. 
To  the  lustre  of  an  honorable  and  proficient  physician  he  added  the 
still  more  enduring  virtues  of  an  exemplary  moral  and  Christian 
character.  A  man  well  endowed  by  nature,  blessed  by  education, 
possessed  of  large  attainments,  ambitious  in  his  vocation,  fortunate 
in  social  relations,  discharging  with  full  and  liberal  hands  the 
good  deeds  of  a  noble  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  a  single- 
ness of  heart  and  scrupulous  professional  honor,  and  which  had 
brought  him  many  trophies  of  victory  from  the  contests  of  life. 
We  lament  that  all  these,  he  and  his  family  can  no  longer  enjoy, 
and  that  we  too  must  surrender  our  friend  and  brother  to  the  cold 
embrace  of  death.  For  consolation  we  commend  the  bereaved 
family  to  God  and  the  divine  promise  '^  He  that  believeth  on  me, 
though  he  die,  yet  shall  he  live;  and  whosoever  liveth  and 
believeth  on  me  shall  never  die.^^ 

Reaolvedf  That  in  token  of  our  high  appreciation  of  his  excel- 
lencies as  husband,  father,  citizen.  Christian  gentleman  and  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine,  we  will  together  attend  his  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  the 
family ;  also  to  the  city  pai>ers  for  publication. 

J.  F.  Grant,  M.  D., 

Chairman. 

Appropriate  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Medical  and  other 
departments  of  the  Vand6rbilt  University,  and  the  following  by 
the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Tennessee. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  Facultyof  the  Medical  and  Dental 
Departments  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  to  take  action  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  Van  8.  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Eye  and  Ear  in  the  Medical  Departments  of  the 
University  of  Nashville  and  Vanderbilt  University,  the  Presi- 
dent, W.  P.  Jones,  M.  D.,  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up 
suitable  resolutions,  consisting  of  Drs.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  J. 
Bunyan  Stephens  and  Paul  F.  Eve,  who  submitted  the  following, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  infinite  wisdom  of  an  all  wise 
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Providence  to  call  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors  our  friend 
and  professional  brother  Prof.  Van  Sinderen  Lindsley,  M.  D;  to 
remove  from  our  midst,  we  may  hope,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  a 
blissfull  eternity,  one  who,  by  strict  probity,  integrity  of  character, 
and  all  that  makes  up  a  true  Christian  gentleman,  and  has  well 
earned  and  justly  merited  the  glorious  award  of  "  Well  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant ! ''     Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Prof.  Lindsley,  we  sincerely 
mourn  the  loss  of  one  whose  medical  skill,  professional  attain- 
ments, gentle,  kind  and  courteous  manners,  and  high  sense  of 
professional  honor,  has  justly  won  our  sincere  admiration  and 
esteem. 

Resolved,  That  regarding  him  in  life  as  an  accomplished  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  refined,  modest  and  courageous;  a  skillful  physi- 
cian, endowed  with  a  logical,  earnest  and  penetrating  mind,  we 
heartily  commend  his  example  as  one  well  calculated  to  advance 
the  progress  and  uphold  the  honor  of  a  most  noble  science. 

Resolved^  That  we  tender  to  his  bereaved  family  and  relatives, 
to  his  colleagues,  and  to  the  students  of  his  college,  our  most  sin- 
cere sympathies  in  their  great  loss. 

Resolved,  That  our  faculty  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body,  sus- 
pending the  regular  exercises  in  our  institution  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  be  published  in  the  daily  news- 
papers and  medical  journals  of  this  city. 

W.  i)  Haggard,  M.  D., 
Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 


National  Conference  op  State  Boards  op  Health. — 
In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  its  organization,  the 
National  Boards  of  Health  will  hold  its  regular  annual  meeting 
at  the  Willard  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C,  December  8,  1885. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  many  sanitarians  who  may  desire 
to  attend  both,  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Conference  are  held  at 
the  same  time  and  place  as  those  ot  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  but  its  sessions  are  so  arranged  as  not  to  conflict  with 
he  work  of  the  latter  organization.     With  this  idea  in  view,  and 
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the  suggestion  of  the  president,  the  preliminary  sessions  of  the 
Conference  will  be  called  to  order  at  9  A.  m.,  December  8th. 

All  former  meetings  of  the  Conference  have  been  of  great 
practical  interest^  and,  it  is  believed,  have  exerted  a  most 
salutary  influence  on  the  sanitary  affairs  of  this  country,  and  it  is 
not  expected  that  this  one  will  be  less  so,  because  of  the  many 
practical  questions  connected  with  State  and  inter-State  health 
work  which  will  be  presented  for  discussion,  especially  with  ref- 
erence to  the  exclusion  and  restriction  of  small-pox  and  cholera. 

Members  proposing  to  present  papers  to  this  meeting  are 
requested  to  send  early  notice  to  J.  N.  McCormack,  M.  D.,  Sec- 
retary, Bowling  Green,  Ky. 


Legislation  in  Behalf  op  Medicine,  is  opposed  by  Dr. 
John  P.  Gray,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  in  his  address  as  President  of  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Association,  at  the  annual  meeting  re- 
cently held  in  the  city  of  New  York.  No,  you  can't  legislate 
medicine  up,  but  you  may  legislate  it  dovm,  to  the  level  of  the 
quack  and  the  charlatan.  W,e  need  no  more  legislation  for  medi- 
cine than  we  do  for  religion  in  free  and  progressive  America. 


Lyon's  Tasteless  Quinine,  is  absolutely  free  form  the  ex- 
tremely nauseous  bitter  taste  of  the  drug,  yet  its  an  ti periodic, 
antipyretic,  and  other  therapeutical  properties,  are  in  no  way 
diminished  or  altered.  We  can  most  cordially  recommend  a 
trial. 


Don't  forget  to  renew  your  subscriptions  with  this  (the  last) 
number  of  the  seventh  volume. 
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